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Characteristics of the true Church 1
The Church is ‘One”
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/characteristics-of-the-true-church-part-i
Joe Sixpack, September 17, 2021
In order to identify the Church founded by Jesus Christ, we must find the marks that only He alone could and would leave as Her identifying characteristics. We call those characteristics the marks of the Church. There are four primary marks, and they're easily identifiable.

It's true that some other churches may have one of those marks, and a few may even possess two of the marks, but there is only one Church — the one founded by Our Lord — that has all four marks. Those marks that He gave His Church are One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic. Let's start with the mark we call "One."
We say the Catholic Church is "One" because all Her members profess the same faith, participate in the same sacraments, and obey the Roman pontiff, the vicar of Christ (Ephesians 4:4–5).

Jesus never spoke of a plurality of churches, but of "My Church," when He promised Peter that He would make him the rock — the foundation of the Church He was about to establish (Matthew 16:18–19). The Church is always pictured in the New Testament as visibly one, presided over by Peter, who represents Christ, telling all men until the end of time to believe only what He and His Apostles taught, to obey His and their commands, and to worship as He had ordered (cf. John 10:16).

Christ plainly foretold that the gates of Hell would never prevail against His Church (not that Hell wouldn't try, as we clearly see today), and that He would provide for its unity by His own presence and the power of the Holy Spirit. It's granted that the private judgment of the individual naturally brings about disunity in the Church, but Christ ensured its unity by a special supernatural grace, which He asked of His Father the night before He died:
[T]hey may all be one; just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they may also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one, even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. (John 17:21–23)

In all his epistles, St. Paul insists on the unity of the Church. Although he mentions individual local churches in certain cities (known as dioceses today), he teaches clearly that they are parts of the one Church in every place (I Thessalonians 1:8; I Corinthians 1:2; II Corinthians 2:14).

The Church is not a mere organization that may be divided and subdivided like a nation or a club, but a divine organism with its own inherent principle of life. It's Christ's Mystical Body, of which He is the head and all Christians are members. It's founded by one Lord, given life by one Spirit, entered into by one baptism, ruled by a united body of bishops, and has one aim — the glory of God and the salvation of men's souls (Romans 12:4–8; II Corinthians 12:12–27; Ephesians 4:3–16).
Being one is to be united, as Christ demands. We must remember that He isn't Jesus the Warm Fuzzy, but rather Jesus the Incarnate Word of God! That means we're obligated to be obedient to His Church in all matters of faith and morals. We must obey Christ through His Church on everything in the Ten Commandments and all that they imply.

Many Catholics seem to think they can pick and choose what to believe and not believe, what to obey and not obey. If what Christ through His Church demands isn't comfortable, is difficult, or doesn't feel good, they simply choose not to obey. These Catholics are typically referred to as "cafeteria Catholics." The fact is, they aren't really Catholics at all. They've voluntarily separated themselves from the Catholic Church, and their eternal souls are in grave danger.

I can actually empathize with many modern Catholics and their cafeteria attitude. Indeed, they can't be fully blamed. After all, the bishops and most priests haven't really taught the Faith in decades. This is why we see virtually no one going to confession week after week, month after month, year after year, but everybody seems to go to Communion every single Sunday. Even that's understandable since surveys clearly show that 72% of Catholics in the pew no longer believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist; they think they're just getting a piece of bread. And the reason for the lack of belief is the dumbed-down catechesis.

Of course, times they are a-changin'. As the bishops continue down their heretical and faithless path, some courageous priests and many laity are standing up to do the bishops' jobs for them by sharing the faith with Catholics as it should be shared in order to displace the faulty catechesis they've received.
Michael Voris and I had a conversation where I suggested that at least 95% of Catholics neither know nor understand the Catholic faith. Michael shot back that I was being entirely too charitable. Terry Barber told me the same thing two weeks later. I suppose what I'm saying is, you need to read these little thumbnails in catechesis every week in order to get the food your soul needs.

Get more great orthodox Catholic teaching and much, much more by listening to The Cantankerous Catholic podcast. You can go directly to CantankerousCatholic.com to listen, or download it wherever you get your podcasts.

Characteristics of the true Church 2
The Church is Holy
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/the-mystical-body-of-christ-and-st-paul
Joe Sixpack, September 24, 2021
Last week, we began looking at the four marks of the Catholic Church; that is, that She is one. Today we'll look at the second mark, namely, that the Church is holy. Before we do, however, we need to define the origin of the Church a little more deeply.

Have you ever wondered why the Catholic Church refers to Herself as the Mystical Body of Christ? It comes from Sacred Scripture. Saint Paul repeatedly refers to the Church as the Body of Christ (cf. I Corinthians 12:12), but in order to understand why he does so, as well as its significance, we need to focus on Paul's own conversion (Acts 9:1–6).
Saint Paul, who prior to his conversion was called Saul, was a Pharisee and persecutor of Christians. At the time of his conversion, Saul was on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians when Jesus appeared to him in his glorified state:

Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from Heaven flashed about him. And he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' And he said, 'Who are you, Lord?' And he said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting'" (Acts 9:3–5).

This encounter with Jesus apparently formed St. Paul's theology on the Church. Paul saw the Church as a divine institution, with Jesus as its head and we as its members. Indeed, Paul saw that Jesus Christ and His Church are one and the same. Notice that Jesus didn't ask, "Why do you persecute My followers?" or "Why do you persecute My Church?" He asked, "Why do you persecute Me?"

Jesus had ascended into Heaven long before St. Paul met Jesus on the road to Damascus, so Paul couldn't have been persecuting Jesus. The persecution was of His followers. But that isn't what Jesus says. Christ's words are clearly indicative that to persecute His followers is to persecute Him. This is why St. Paul taught that we are members of the Body of Christ — the Church — and He is its head. Paul understood that Jesus and His Church are one.

Since Jesus and His Church are one, and since Jesus is God — the second Person of the Trinity — then the Catholic Church is a living, breathing divine body. For a body to live, it must have a soul. The soul of the Church is the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity. This is why we can say a true mark of the Catholic Church is that She is holy.
The Church teaches holy doctrine and gives Her members the means of living holy lives, thus producing saints in every age (Ephesians 5:25–27). The founders of other churches — Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Wesley, etc. — were but men, and in no way remarkable for heroic virtue. Our founder is Jesus Christ, God Himself, the author and very definition of virtue.

The Catholic Church is holy, because of Her intimate union with Christ as His Bride (Ephesians 5:23–32) and His Mystical Body (I Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:22; 4:12; 5:30). Catholics are a "chosen people" because they are branches of the true Vine, Jesus Christ (John 15:5). Although individual people outside Her fold may, through invincible ignorance, be members of the Church in desire, and thus share in Her divine life, their churches are "cast forth as a branch and withers" (John 15:6).
Yes, a mark of the Church is holiness, but does that mean we are all holy or that the leaders of the Church on the various levels are holy? No, not necessarily. We're certainly all called to holiness (Matthew 5:48), but we are humans who often "fail the test."

For decades, the Church has been ridden with scandals. Perhaps the biggest one has been the priest sex abuse scandal. Many, both in and out of the Catholic Church, have pointed to that scandal and claimed loudly that this is proof that the Church is not holy. That is simply not true, and nobody demonstrates this better than St. Francis of Assisi.

It's said that St. Francis once came into a town to preach on its streets. He quickly learned that the people weren't attending Holy Mass in the town's only parish church. When he asked them why, they dragged the parish priest out before him — along with his paramour and three illegitimate children. While they berated the unfaithful priest, St. Francis quietly got down on his knees before the priest. He stayed in that position until the crowd grew silent. Then, barely above a whisper, St. Francis said, "Whether he is good for his own soul I do not know, but my soul needs him."
Saint Francis understood that the priest could be steeped in mortal sin, but it was only through him that the saint could receive the sacraments — as Jesus had established. As we will learn in future articles, Jesus established the sacraments so we can become holy, and He gave us the only avenue for administering these sacraments, the priesthood. A priest may condemn his own soul to Hell, but you and I can't get to Heaven without him because Jesus gives us the necessary sanctifying grace through the sacraments, which are administered by the priest.

In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave us all a command: "You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect" (Matthew 5:48). Wow!
Notice that Jesus did not say we must strive for perfection. He said we must become perfect — as perfect as God Himself. How perfect is the Father? He's infinitely perfect. So how do we obey this command from God? We obey this command by living all the truths of the Catholic faith and by receiving the sacraments often — especially by going to confession and then to receive Holy Communion when we know we're free of mortal sin.

Jesus, who understands us better than we understand ourselves because He created us, would never command us to do something impossible. He commands us to be perfect; that is, holy — to be a saint. Yes, all of us. And he gave us the Church, Her sacraments and Her holy priesthood for that purpose.

Resolve today to make a good examination of conscience and go to confession this week, after having made up your mind to obey Christ's command to be perfect. You'll be a lot happier and sleep much better. I promise.

Characteristics of the true Church 3
The Church is Catholic and Apostolic
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/catholic-and-apostolic
Joe Sixpack, October 1, 2021
Last week, we made it halfway through the four marks of the Catholic Church — the marks that reflect Her Founder is Jesus Christ, God Himself. Now we'll finish with the final two marks: (1) "catholic" and (2) "apostolic."
Catholicity

Catholic means "universal." That is to say, the Church is for all men of all times in all places. Because our Church alone is universal in time, doctrine and extent, she has existed in perfect continuity from the time of Christ and will last until His Second Coming. She alone teaches all His gospel while administering all His divine means of salvation. She is not confined to any particular region or nation but is widespread among all the nations of the world. The word catholic doesn't denote a quality. One can't be Anglo or liberal catholic; one cannot be more or less catholic. One is either catholic or not.

Eastern Orthodoxy isn't catholic in terms of time, as they've existed only since the 11th century with the Great Schism. The attribute "catholic" doesn't apply to Protestant sects because they date from the 16th (Lutherans and Anglicans), 17th (Baptists), 18th (Methodists) or the 19th centuries (Disciples of Christ/Church of Christ). These sects aren't catholic in faith because they've broken away from the center of unity — the Holy See of the Catholic Church — and deny many of Christ's laws and doctrines. They're not catholic in extent, as, from the beginning of their secession, they've identified themselves with some particular nation — Germany, Scandinavian countries, England, Russia, Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, Greece, et cetera.

Mere profession of a creed doesn't render one catholic (many Christian denominations do indeed use the Apostles' Creed) because the different separatist sects read their own peculiar opinions into it. A smattering of different groups around the world does not a "catholic" church make. Catholicity, embodied by the Catholic Church, implies a divine unity of government, faith and worship.

The early Church Fathers, writing in the first four centuries, frequently announce the catholicity of the Church. They consistently tell us the Church is catholic because she is spread over the entire known world and teaches everywhere "universally and completely all the doctrines which ought to come to men's knowledge" (St. Cyril, Catechesis, 18:23). Verify this for yourself by reading, online or at a good library, what was written by Irenaeus, Origen, Optatus and Augustine.
The Catholic Church is catholic in time because, while we can accurately fix the date of every heresy and schism, no one can assign any date to Her origin except the day of Pentecost. The Catholic Church is catholic in extent, transcending any one sect; in fact, she is greater than all of them put together. Mere numbers, of course, are not the essence of catholicity, but the Church's de facto numerical superiority points to Her de jure catholicity — Her universal divine commission to spread the One Faith among all nations.
Apostolicity

For an institution to be apostolic, it must be able to trace its roots in unbroken succession back to the original Apostles. In fact, before giving His divine commission to the Apostles, Christ referenced His divine commission from His Father: "As the Father has sent me, even so I send you" (John 20:21).

The only Christian institution that can rightly claim an origin free of rupture with the past is the Catholic Church. The European Protestants broke with apostolic succession at the time of Martin Luther's revolt (1517–1520), and the English Protestants (1559) did likewise when King Henry VIII made Thomas Cranmer the first Protestant bishop of Canterbury. Since then, we've seen what amounts to religious entropy.

When early Catholics wished to proffer a most convincing argument for the legitimacy of the Church, they invariably appealed to Her apostolic origin. We find these Christians compiling lists of legitimate bishops, especially with regard to the Apostolic See of Rome. As early as the second century, we find the Syrian Hegesippus and the Greek Irenaeus (bishop of Lyons) maintaining that the source and standard of the Faith is the apostolic Tradition, handed down in an unbroken succession of bishops. Irenaeus writes:
But since it would be very long in such a volume as this to count up the successions [i.e., series of bishops] in all the churches [called "dioceses" today], we confound those who in any way, whether through self-pleasing or vainglory, or through blindness or evil opinion, gather together otherwise than they ought, by pointing out the tradition arrived from the Apostles of the greatest, most ancient and universally known Church, founded and established by the two most glorious Apostles, Peter and Paul, and also the Faith declared to men, which, through the succession of bishops, comes down to our times" (Adversus Haereses, 3:3).

It's true that other churches make a claim to apostolicity, but their claims are always erroneous and sometimes even preposterous. For example, several members of the Church of Christ, when defending their "apostolic" origins, have stated to me their name proves their origin. What? That might work for someone who is incapable of logic and right reason, but most of us find that sort of argument ludicrous.
A book could be written on this topic alone; indeed, many books have been written on the topic of apostolicity. I urge you to study the topic, as the Catholic Church can veritably trace Her roots back to the Apostles and, thus, to Jesus Christ Himself.

Got questions? Address them to Joe@CantankerousCatholic.com.
CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS  
http://www.ephesians-511.net/catholic-apologetics.php
