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JANUARY 24, 2018
ERRORS IN CHARISINDIA - 13
Catholic Charismatic Renewal and “acharya” Swami Anil Dev IMS’ Yoga Matridham Ashram, Varanasi
"CHARISINDIA is a monthly magazine, published on behalf of the National Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (NCCRS) which has been recognised by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) as the principal coordinating agency of the CCR* in India." -CHARISINDIA       *Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
THE REASONS FOR OUR CONTINUING THIS SERIES ON CHARISINDIA/THE CCR

1a. It has been my observation for a very long time that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India has been the propagator of errors and abuses especially in the liturgy of the Mass, something that, as an apologist, I now find impossible to ignore.

I admit participating in most if not all of them at one time or another for several reasons, the chief among them being ignorance; moreover, no one objected to them and almost every charismatic priest, religious and lay leader practised them.

However, circumstances -- and the personal counsel of some good CCR leaders who would like to see these abuses and errors stopped -- make it imperative that they be now exposed.

1b. It has been my experience -- when I have pointed out these abuses and errors on certain occasions -- that most "charismatics" are not very receptive to correction of any sort. Their responses have ranged from indulgence to hostility.

My pointing out that I am only repeating the teaching of the Church has not saved me from being labeled "anti-charismatic".

It is almost as if "charismatics" are "superior" to other Catholics and have a licence to modify the rubrics of the liturgy.

No one is above the liturgy, not any priest and not any bishop. The rubrics must be followed by the Church to the letter.

Since my antecedents are not known to many who visit our web site, I proudly affirm that my spirituality is charismatic.

One of my spiritual directors, a holy and orthodox French Benedictine priest, actually finds it impossible to reconcile my "conservative" ministry with my being "charismatic". To him it’s an oxymoron. To me, it seems a natural thing.

1c. My wife and I helped plant several prayer groups in New Delhi starting 1982 and I was a founder-member of the very first Service Team of the CCR in New Delhi. As a life member and benefactor of CHARISINDIA, a stockist of the magazine in the 'mid 80s, and possessing back issues of CHARISINDIA almost from its inception, I have a relationship with the magazine that cannot be deterred either by criticism or by the ignoring of my letters by those who now run the magazine. 

I invite the reader to read pages 2 to 4, especially the section sub-titled "Errors and excesses" on page 4 of my April 2011 article 
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc.

The article will give the reader an idea of what to expect in this series on CHARISINDIA and the CCR in India.

In this series, I will name names. I am constrained to do so because, over the 36 years of my sojourn in the Renewal, I have seen the condition of things deteriorate, while at the same time not one single prophetic voice has been raised in protest.

My scores of letters to the senior-most leadership have either elicited unfulfilled assurances or been studiously ignored.

I must stress here on one point that I mention under point 5 on page 3 of my above-cited April 2011 article:                    the loyalty of too many rank and file charismatics is to their leadership instead of to the teaching authority of the Church.

If the reader dismisses my statements as generalizations, the true incidents that I will record in the articles in this series -- justifying my having to name certain people -- should convince him that this is not so.
2. The immediate reason for this series on CHARISINDIA/the CCR is the CHARISINDIA July 2012 issue.
A pro-contraception article authored by a Protestant was published. On learning of it, I personally contacted the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor Most Rev. Francis Kalist, the bishop of Meerut by 'phone and by email. He was cordial and expressed his thanks and appreciation of my initiative on the 'phone as well as in writing*. However, all subsequent letters to the bishop have remained unanswered. 
Furthermore, all letters from me to Constantine Fernandez, the publisher of CHARISINDIA, its Chief Editor Cyril John, and to the National Charismatic Office [NCO] staff, Gilbert Faria and K.P. Shaji were also completely ignored by them. While I had spoken on the 'phone to Fernandez, Faria and Shaji, Cyril John simply declined to take my many calls or call me back. The August and September 2012 CHARISINDIA issues had no correction of the error. See our report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01.
The July 2012 CHARISINDIA also carried a story on the funeral of Fr Rufus Pereira. I detected in that story what I believe to be an error: eulogies given during the Mass.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
See the report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-02 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-02.doc.
3. Between July 13 and August 8, I had written four letters to the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor Most Rev. Francis Kalist, but the Bishop terminated correspondence with me after responding to the first letter. The first three emails concerned the pro-contraception article. I reproduce the fourth letter immediately below as published in my report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-01.doc*. 
*My first email & the Bishop’s response are copied here.

4. I wrote to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team once again on January 4, 2013 in connection with errors in the January 2013 issue. Since there was no response as usual, the information is partly reported in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-04 at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-04.doc, and the rest of it in others. 
The update to the January 4 letter was emailed to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team on January 30, 2013.
5. On January 29, 2013, this ministry emailed Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team about an error in the September 2012 issue of CHARISINDIA. CHARISINDIA ERRORS-03 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-03.doc.
6. On January 31, 2013, and again on February 1, 2013, I sent a 17-page preview with a follow-up letter to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team, of my report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-05 concerning the issue of my being banned from attending the XV National Catholic Charismatic Convention in Goa, November 12-15, 2012. The completed 26-page report at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-05.doc was mailed to them the same evening.
7. Report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-06 concerns the newly-introduced “Prophetic Intercession” and the “Jericho March”.

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-06.doc.

We can see the utter failure of one such “prophecy” made during the 2014 Jericho March in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09.
8. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-07.doc chronicles errors and problems with CHARISINDIA/the CCR in the past, some of which were taken up with the NCCRS/NST/NCO, and some of which were not. Most were from Cyril John’s tenure as Chairman of the NST and publisher of CHARISINDIA and during the term of Most Rev. Valerian D’Souza, Bishop of Poona [the predecessor of Bishop Francis Kalist of Meerut] as the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor. More will be added on as and when I come across them in my files. 
For that reason, the documenting of those issues in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07 is not chronological.

9. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 records the utter carelessness with which the magazine continues to be edited/published despite my series of reports which I expected would ensure greater vigilance by the CHARISIDIA team. It concerns the chairmanship of Fr. A.J. Thamburaj, SJ in the February 2013 CHARISINDIA issue. 
See CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-08.doc.

10. Report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 is about the false prophecies recorded in the April 2014 issue.

As a result of that report, a female member of the Renewal’s Intercessory Network in Mumbai broke off correspondence with me. We had also spoken a few times over the ‘phone. She had blessed my ministry with her tithes. But after the release of the report which concerned her ministry of intercession, I have not received any response to my emails to her.

My sin appears to have been in criticizing the intercession ministry in which she is a leader. She had however never found a problem with any of my earlier reports. This is a situation that I have encountered earlier and repeats itself fairly regularly. All is fine as long as the target is far from home. But when issues hit very close to individuals, their loved ones or their prayer groups, it’s unacceptable. I guess I will lose a few “friends” after this one too! I keep repeating that too many Catholics’ loyalties are not to the Truth and Righteousness, or to Christ and the teachings of His Church, but to their prayer groups, their pious organizations and retreat centres, leaders and “elders”, however much in error they may be.
See CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-09.doc.
If any recipient of the report agrees, disagrees with me or has any other perspective, please send me your take on the "prophecies". I will include your input in this report as an update without your name and email address. In case my views can be proved to be judgemental and misinformed, I can be convinced to pull this report from my web site.
11. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-10 concerns the cover page of the January 2016 CHARISINDIA issue.
The occasion was the 16th National Catholic Charismatic Convention held at St. Ursula’s High School grounds, Nigdi, Pune, from 11 to 14 November 2015. Present too were the delegates to the parallel-running Youth Convention, Kairos 2015.
The two oil lamps on the dais at the inaugural ceremony are being lit by the Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, with Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (to his right). 
Other Bishops who were present/spoke at the Convention were Bishop Thomas Dabre of Poona, Bishop Francis Kalist, the Episcopal Advisor to the National Service Team (NST), Bishop Raphael Thattil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Trichur, and Bishop emeritus Valerian D’Souza, former Episcopal Advisor to the NST. A number of charismatic priests and nuns were present.
See WHAT DOES THE (HINDU) KUTHU VILAKKU OIL LAMP SIGNIFY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DOES_THE_KUTHU_VILAKKU_OIL_LAMP_SIGNIFY.doc.

12. In the report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11, I record a number of instances when the major charismatic events were inaugurated with the lighting of the Hindu nilavilakku or kuthuvilakku, instead of an invoking an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the gathering, the reading of the Bible, or even the lighting of a traditional wax candle.

The CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12 report includes a lamp-lighting photograph from CHARISINDIA taken at a Bible Convention in Delhi. Circled in the script are the names of Archbishop Anil Couto and Monsignor Susai Sebastian. 

When we planted the first English language prayer groups in Delhi in the 1980s, Fr. Susai Sebastian was the Archbishop (Angelo Fernandes)-appointed Spiritual Director for all Renewal activities in the Archdiocese. We worked as a close-knit team for many years. Never was there a question of an inaugural ceremony with a Hindu oil lamp.

At that time, Fr. Anil Couto was our confessor and Assistant Parish Priest. Never once did he drop by at our weekly prayer meeting that was conducted in his parish house.

13. In CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12, “Charismatic” Mass is being celebrated against the backdrop of what appears to be Jesus seated in a yogic posture, celebrating “Feasts of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit” at Masih Vidyapeeth in Agra; it was attended by 69 religious brothers from 19 dioceses. In another photograph at the bottom of the same page, there is not even a crucifix on the table (I hesitate to call it an altar).
14. In the present file CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13, we will examine Matridham Ashram, its guru Fr. Anil Dev IMS and the Indian Missionary Society (IMS), since CHARISINDIA and the CCR are closely associated with them as seen in its various issues as well as the one below:
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HINDI CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC CONVENTION AT MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, CHARISINDIA SEPTEMBER 2017
Fr. Jose Vettiyankal VC is the Director of Logos Retreat Centre Bangalore and an eminent retreat preacher.
From: Fr. Jose Vettiyankal To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, January 25, 2011 10:00 AM 

Dear Michael, 

Could you clarify one thing? Is it allowed to use "Om" symbol or sound by Catholics in the church? Priests in Varanasi are using it. Is it O.K. or is there any ban from CBCI? 
Fr. Jose V.C.
From: prabhu To: Fr. Jose Vettiyankal Sent: Friday, January 28, 2011 11:53 AM

Subject: Re: Is it allowed to use "Om" symbol or sound by Catholics... 
Dear Fr. Jose,

The CBCI has said NOTHING about "Om", for or against, as from all my intensive research.

You can find everything you need to know about "Om" and Hindu mantras in my July 2010 article

MANTRAS, 'OM' OR 'AUM' AND THE GAYATRI MANTRA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_OM_OR_AUM_AND_THE_GAYATRI_MANTRA.doc
About Varanasi, I believe that you are talking about Fr. Anil Dev IMS and the Matridham ashram. It is discussed on page 81 of the above article. For the article's contents, see the Index on page 117.
I recommend you read more details about them in pages 29-32 of my article
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR, GAYATRI MANTRA, PRANAYAMA TO BE MADE COMPULSORY IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYA_NAMASKAR_GAYATRI_MANTRA_PRANAYAMA_TO_BE_MADE_COMPULSORY_IN_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
Also, they are an integral part [founder members] of the heretical, seditious, New Age Catholic Ashrams movement and hosted its recent Ashram Aikya convention. I have written about Fr. Anil Dev and Matridham in that and several other reports because they are spreading New Age error from within the heart of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. It is indeed a great tragedy. Thankfully, Fr. Dheeraj Sabu IMS of Santvana, Delhi, does NOT approve.
Another even greater tragedy is that the Praise the Lord hymn books of the CCR have been carrying bhajans with the "Om" mantra in it from shortly after its early publication which I believe was initially free of "Om". See pages 79, 80 of the Om/mantra file named earlier above.
I hope that I have been of assistance to you. At your service in Jesus' Name, Michael
SOME “OM”-RELATED FILES

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SAYS THAT CATHOLICS MAY NOT CHANT THE OM MANTRA  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SAYS_THAT_CATHOLICS_MAY_NOT_CHANT_THE_OM_MANTRA.doc
CHANTING OF MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHANTING_OF_MANTRAS.doc
EXORCISTS WARN AGAINST USE OF YOGA MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXORCISTS_WARN_AGAINST_USE_OF_YOGA_MANTRAS.doc
HINDUISMS PRANAVA-THE OM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUISMS_PRANAVA-THE_OM.doc
MANTRAS AND MANDALAS-ANKERBERG AND WELDON 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_AND_MANDALAS-ANKERBERG_AND_WELDON.doc
MANTRAS YOGA WCCM CHRISTIAN MEDITATION ETC-EDDIE RUSSELL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_YOGA_WCCM_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION_ETC-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 26-RESPONSES TO REVISED EDITION NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CATHOLICS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_26-RESPONSES_TO_REVISED_EDITION_NOT_RECOMMENDED_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
ARATI IN THE LITURGY-INDIAN OR HINDU  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARATI_IN_THE_LITURGY-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc 

RENUNCIATION OF YOGA SURYANAMASKAR OM-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
‘Matridham’, Christnagar, Varanasi, belonging to the Indian Missionary Society [IMS], means ‘The Abode of the Mother’, and is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Fr. Anil Dev is no ordinary priest. Popularly known as “acharya” Swami Dev, he is a former Vice Chairman of the National Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India. Till its reconstitution on February 17/18, 2007, Fr. Anil Dev, a renowned charismatic retreat preacher, was a member, representing the state of Uttar Pradesh, of the National Service Team of the CCR, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

He propagates yoga, the chanting of “OM” and the Indian rite “squatting Mass”, vested not in the alb, stole and chasuble but draped in a saffron-coloured shawl.
MAY PRIESTS WEAR A SHAWL WHILE CELEBRATING HOLY MASS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAY_PRIESTS_WEAR_A_SHAWL_WHILE_CELEBRATING_HOLY_MASS.doc
Information retrieved from the Shantivanam Ashram Golden Jubilee souvenir Saccidanandaya Namah that lists the founders and founding dates of all of the “Catholic” ashrams under the Ashram Aikya umbrella:

Matridham Ashram was founded by Swami Iswar Prasad IMS and Swami Anil Dev IMS in 1954.
Matridham Ashram is either a Catholic charismatic retreat centre operating as an ashram or the other way around. I have never been able to figure out which.

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_HAPPENED_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
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Acharya Anil Dev, Hindu temple-like ‘chapel’**
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Hindu Acharya Anil Vats and Catholic Acharya Anil Dev. Both wear saffron robes, long hair and the Hindu rudraksha mala.

RUDRAKSHA BEADS AND THE HINDU DEITY SHIVA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RUDRAKSHA_BEADS_AND_THE_HINDU_DEITY_SHIVA.doc
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The Indian Missionary Society (IMS) Fathers’ Matridham “Catholic charismatic” Hindu temple-like ‘chapel’** and their squatting Indian rite Mass
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
The celebration of the “Order of Mass for India” is not to be continued. –CCBI September 2016 “DIRECTIVES FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY”, page 36.
Fr. Ishwar Prasad IMS of Matridham Ashram submitted this to the Ashram Aikiya newsletter no. 49, pages 6-8. 

Several places connected with the battle (of the Mahabharata) are within easy reach of our ashram. 

Jyotisar, traditionally venerated as the very place where Shri Krishna taught the immortal song, Bhagavad Gita … is hardly 2 km away.
Tradition again has it that it is in Kurukshetra, (the battle field of the Mahabharata) that most of our sacred books – the Vedas, Upanishads and many Puranas – saw the light of day. 

Kurukshetra …offers a three-fold salvation to devotees. …Those who are cremated here, do not need any further religious rites for salvation.

**The beautiful Matri Mandir (the Ashram chapel) is in the shape of the chariot of Arjuna, driven by Krishna.

That is the main attraction of Matridham today…
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A shawl-wearing Bishop concelebrates Mass with the IMS Fathers at Matridham
[image: image9.jpg]


                                                                                                           A Matridham Ashram IMS Father offering “Mass”                                                                    http://www.ims.org.in/gen_prind.htm      
The crucifix (mandated by the rubrics) either on or behind the altar at Masses said at this Ashram is absent                                                                               
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Implementing “Indian Spirituality”, individuals pray in artificial caves (R); “Only one person at a time sits before the blessed Sacrament” –priest.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khJEEilOlmw 04:04

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbWWZ4LNJQU 04:03

On page 3 of the printed brochure of the Matridham Ashram, there is a drawing of an 8-spoked wheel. Each spoke carries a symbol - the Cross, the swastika, the OM... etc. of one of the world religions. This, plainly, is Syncretism, equating the creeds of all religions. Or Universalism. 
http://www.ims.org.in/vns_indch.htm says, "The message of Christ should be incarnated. To this end, the Ashram holds important programmes such as Indian Christian Spiritual Experience (ICSE), Indian Spirituality Course, Yoga Sadhana, etc.… Discourses and practices of Yogasanas are part of the ashram programme."
The daily Timetable of the Ashram includes Yogasanas at 5:00 A.M. [immediately following Rising at 4:30 am], and again at 5:45 pm. The ‘Gayatri Mantra’ is used. Several bhajans as well as the Litany of Our Lady incorporate the mantra ‘OM’. The Ashram also conducts "Inter-Religious Prayer Meetings or Satsangs".

Yoga, the Gayatri Mantra, and the chanting of OM, as I have demonstrated in report after report, are inseparable from the seditious, Hinduized ‘Catholic’ Ashrams Movement. 
As far as the chanting of the ‘Om’ mantra is concerned, I was very pleased to personally hear from Fr. Dheeraj Sabu, another IMS priest, head of the Santvana charismatic community that he is of the firm opinion that “OM” cannot and should not be used by Christians.

The 15th Ashram Aikya Satsangh- a gathering of diehard ashramites- is slated to be held at Matridham Ashram, Varanasi, October 29 to November 3, 2007.

From the Ashram Aikiya News Letter 47 Pentecost 2006: 
“Fr. Anil Dev and the Community at Matridham extend a warm welcome to the Ashram Aikya for the Satsangh. They also invite you to stay on and participate in the Sunday gathering of Kristabhaktas as well as visit [the Hindu holy sites of] Sarnath and places of interest in Varanasi.”
Ashram People Claim Their Lifestyle Links Christianity to Other Religions

http://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/2007/11/14/ashram-people-claim-their-lifestyle-links-christianity-to-other-religions&post_id=28055 EXTRACT  

By Nicholas Lakra, Varanasi, November 14, 2007
Catholic priests and nuns who follow Indian spiritual methods claim their life connects Christianity to other religions. Some 70 people who follow an ashram style of life met Nov. 1-4 to share experiences and garner mutual support. They met in Varanasi, one of Hinduism's holiest cities, 750 kilometers east of New Delhi. 

The meeting was the 15th gathering of the All India Ashram Aikya Satsang, a federation of Catholic spiritual centers that incorporate a traditional Indian approach to spirituality. The federation began in 1978. 

Participants later told UCA News how following Indian spiritual methods has enriched their life and society. 

An ashram is an "easy meeting place of Hindu-Christian thoughts, hence interreligious dialogue becomes easier," said Father Anil Dev, who heads Matridham (friendship house) Ashram, where the meeting was held… 

Between the ashram leaders -- one of whom, Fr. Anil Dev, is a leading figure in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal -- and the compulsory propagation of yoga in the seminaries, the Hinduisation of the Church is complete. However, the inculturationists insist on calling this Hinduization inculturation or Indianisation.

India Currents http://www.crusadewatch.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=453&Itemid=54 carried a story on August 15, 2006, of the installation of an ex-Carmelite nun, Catherin Prabhujyoti, as the first woman acharya  of the Sachidananda Ashram in Kerala, 

DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc 

In that story, of all the Catholic ashrams in India, the India Currents story refers to the IMS ashrams: 
"The Indian Missionary Society (IMS) is also a major initiative in inculturation. Bharat Mata Ashram at Kurukshetra and Matridham Ashram at Varanasi are living example to this fact."
Which means that the IMS are considered to be an integral part of the Catholic Ashrams movement. 

The IMS Fathers are an outstanding example of the promotion of New Age by a congregation that is also in the forefront of charismatic ministry in India. Even if the individual charismatic ministries and the priests who head them are not directly involved in New Age, they do not prophetically speak out against the practice of New Age by other priests in their congregation.
The May 2003 issue of Catechetics India carried an article titled 'The Khristbhakta Movement', authored by Fr. Anand Mathew IMS, and has five full pages on Matridham. All the information is excellent, I would say.

But there is this one paragraph on the fourth page:

"Programmes and Features of Matridham Ashram. 

Indo-Christian Spiritual Experience. The ashram offers a very re-vitalizing spirituality course based on Indian Christian Spiritual traditions giving the participants deep spiritual experience centered on the person of Christ through discourses, meditations, prayer, and yoga. An average of more than 30 groups of religious men and women, priests, seminarians, and laity from different parts of the country benefit from the courses every year."

My conversation with IMS priest Fr. Anand Mathew:
From: anand mathew To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2007 6:51 PM

Subject: Re: THE PAGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA…
Dear Micheal Prabhu, 
The attempt made at Neendakara is a model for the entire church and people of faith to follow. Jesus prayed: "Father, I pray that they may be one..." The chief objective of every religion and esp. Christianity is to unify. Religion comes from the root word "relegar" which means to unite; unite man to God and to one another. Let us work to break walls and make bridges. Motifs and symbols are expression of devotion. Devotion is part of culture. By culture we are Indians, natives, but by faith we are Christians. Let our faith strengthen our culture and let our culture deepen us in our faith. God bless you. 
I am ready for more dialogue in this line. anand ims

From: anand mathew To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2007 6:58 PM

Subject: Re: THE PROPOSED COMPULSORY INTRODUCTION OF SURYA NAMASKAR AND YOGA: A LETTER TO THE BISHOPS

Your whole letter smells of communalism and fanaticism. Arrogance of one's faith and contempt for others; faith is communalism. It kills the peace of one's own mind and the mind of the entire community. anand ims
From: prabhu To: anand mathew Sent: Monday, April 09, 2007 10:39 AM

Subject: A RESPONSE TO FR. ANAND MATHEW IMS

Dear Rev. Fr. Anand Mathew IMS.,
Frankly, I am not surprised to receive first this negative letter from you, followed by a harsh one that is not even addressed properly to me. It is what is to be expected to happen when our own priests forsake the Gospel and practise syncretism. I have never written rudely to a priest before, but I cannot but ask you why you remain a Catholic priest, an alter Christus, when you would do better as a Hindu poojari. After all, as you maintain, it is all the same to you, and you could be free to be even more 'Indian'.

Father, you have interpreted Jesus' words to meet your spiritual worldview. Jesus certainly did not say what you would have him mean. If Jesus returned today, He would have a problem recognising many of His priests; but I doubt that he would call me a fundamentalist, a communalist, or a fanatic, because that is exactly what some of His own priests would be calling Him.

I have received responses from several lay persons, priests, and Bishops. They support the stand which I have taken in my two postings. Either they are correct or you are. I leave it to you to decide which. Would you like to have copies of all those letters? 

My detailed report on such "Indianisation" by the IMS Congregation of Fathers will be ready. May I request your kind permission to post your responses on this ministry's website in that article as well as in my updates on the two issues to which you have so kindly responded? They would only help confirm to my readers that the Church is in danger not from external agents, but from within.

Yours sincerely, Michael Prabhu

SADHANA CHANNEL BEGINS TELECASTING HINDI PROGRAMMES ON WORD OF GOD
New Delhi, February 3, 2008 (CBCI News): 
Sadhana Channel has begun transmitting a television programme titled "Nutan Dhara" based on the Word of God from Saturday, 2nd February, 2008, the feast of the Presentation of Jesus. "It is a great historical event for the Indian Catholic Church. Nutan Dhara is the first regular transmission of a Catholic tele-evangelistic programme in Hindi language", said Father Anil Dev, IMS, the director of the programme. Nutan Dhara means a new spring. It is the hope of Fr. Anil Dev that the programme which will be telecast from 7 to 7.20 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday will usher in “a new spring of God's blessings through on the Word of God.”
The 20 minute programme contains mainly Christian teachings based on the Word of God which will help people to realize the powerful presence of God in their day to day living. Fr. Anil Dev along with eminent preachers of the Hindi belt will break the Word of God. 

The programme will also contain devotional music programmes with visuals, short skits on Biblical messages, Christian action songs etc. 
Archbishop of Delhi Vincent Concessao, Varanasi Bishop Raphy Manjaly, Superior General of the Indian Missionary Society Fr. Subhash, IMS, and Mr. Ranjit Toppo are patrons of this unique satellite programme. 
The programme is totally dependent on the contribution of people of India and does not in any way seek foreign funds. 
Sadhana Channel is one of the popular devotional channels of India. It telecasts discourses of gurus and sadhus. 
Fr. Anil Dev, IMS, the programme director is the Acharya of Matri Dham Ashram (Amity Resort) in Varanasi. He is a much sought after preacher and is the pioneer of the Khrist Bhakta (Devotees of Christ) Movement. 
Nutan Dhara was successfully experimented for five and half months through a cable channel named “Nazar” (Sight) in Ranchi, Jharkhand. About 20,000 people of Ranchi have been watching this programme every day evening for half an hour. 
The programme became so popular that lay Christians said their family prayers immediately after Nutan Dhara basing on the preaching. 
Cardinal Telesphore Toppo and Bishop Vincent Barwa gave wholehearted support to the programme. 
Fr. Sachin IMS, the producer of Nutan Dhara and the Administrator of Matri Dham Ashram said that the success in Ranchi has pushed Nutan Dhara to go via satellite to a larger audience. 
Nutan Dhara is a joint venture of Matri Dham Ashram and Vishwa Jyoti (Light of the World) Communications, two endeavours of the Indian Missionary Society. 
Fr. Anand Mathew, IMS 
Vishwa Jyoti Communications
Retrieved from a scandalous two-page report written by Fr. Akshay IMS of Matridham Ashram, Varanasi concerning the North Indian Ashram Aikya Satsangh at Saccidanand Ashram, Narsinghpur, Madhya Pradesh:
“Of the present two CMI Fathers, Swami Sadananda is more active on the social level and Fr. Anto Mundanmany more for yoga and meditation…. Fr. Anto told us that… Narsinghpur was the birthplace of Bhagwan Rajneesh (Osho) and Maharishi Mahesh Yogi… Two Brahmakumaris had brought a big supply of prasad and rakhis…. 
“We had Holy Mass presided over by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Gerald Almeida, Bishop of Jabalpur… The Bishop appreciated the austerity and detachment of ashram life and its witness that can counter today’s trends of materialism and westernization…. On the morning of 1st Sept., we had a Dynamic Meditation lasting one hour conducted by Pragyan Bharati, a disciple of Osho. It began with exhaling forcefully to clear out anger, tension and so forth.  Next we had to jump on our toes with arms raised shouting: HU! Thirdly, free dancing. And lastly sitting or standing quietly in dhyana. There were two enlightening and informative talks that morning. 

“Fr. Louis Malieckal the CMI Provincial spoke on ‘Inculturation -Dialogue and Liberation: Role of Christian Ashrams in India’, and Fr. Anto on ‘Yogic Meditation and Evolution of the Human Being’…. Swamiji [Sadananda] conducted a Healing Meditation for the Group… On the morning of 2 Sept. Fr. Anto conducted Ajapajapa Meditation. 

“Fr. Korkonius Moses SJ gave a very interesting exposition on New Age Movements and Ashrams. It was decided that the subject should be studied further as it has much relevance for Ashram life. At the noon session, Fr. Korko and Fr. Anto were elected President and Vice-President respectively.

“We specially appreciated the Bishop who had spent two whole days with us,” writes Fr. Akshay IMS. 
Jesuit Fr. Korko (Korkonius Moses) is a leading Ashrams figure, yoga proponent and New Ager. 
Note that Fr. Akshay IMS of Matridham Ashram has no problem with that, but is instead all for Fr. Korko.
A LENGTHY ARTICLE THAT DISCUSSES HINDU MANTRAS AND REFERS TO THE IMS FATHERS’ MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI

Indigenous Worship in North India - The Hindi Krista-Bhajan 

By Chris Hale 12/2/2003 
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The Hindi Khrist-bhajan (Christian bhajan) is surveyed in the Hindi belt of North India, particularly Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and some major cities in Maharashtra. This study in ethnomusicology seeks to understand the meanings of bhajan, kirtan, namjap, and mantra from a Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Hindu perspective. 
Bhakti and bhajan are studied in the mission of the Church, both evangelical and ecumenical. The charismatic Catholic movement is also observed, especially with regard to how it mixes with the indigenization and contextualization of Roman Catholic worship since Vatican II. 
The use of many kinds of devotional songs in satsangs in homes and in Christian ashrams in North India is thoroughly described. Also a critique of Indian church music by Hindu professionals is given along with a demonstration of Hindu worship. 
Finally suggestions are made for how to encourage Christian musicians to perfect their skills in the use of ragas in Hindusthani classical music. 


For two hundred years since the church’s beginning in North India, converts have been noted for their attachment to Western worship forms. It is common to go to a Protestant church and hear What a Friend we have in Jesus, or Showers of Blessing, sung in Hindi. Worship that "sounds Indian," however, has largely been an experiment in the Protestant church encouraged by some missionaries and Indian artists at various times in the last 150 years.
At best, on any given Sunday morning, one in three hymns is an indigenous song, and many of these, though composed by Indians, are reminiscent of Western hymns. If Christian songs are composed with the intention of sounding particularly Indian (songs that sound like those used by Hindus and Muslims), they are sung only in conventions, special performances at Christmas and Easter, or for evangelistic events in the villages. They have not been welcomed as a main staple and do not come close to replacing the Western hymn in the regular worship of the church. 
Though efforts to indigenize worship have been going on for over a century, Protestant church members still prefer to remain culturally different from the people around them. It was the Western missionaries who began to realize that the Indian church needed to look more Indian if it was going to attract more members from other religious communities. They began to encourage and even patronize Indian Christian musicians. Music seminars were organized, hymnbooks were compiled, and many new songs were published with musical notation. 
After Indian independence in 1947, however, all foreign missionaries, unless they were from the British Commonwealth, were required to have missionary visas. In the 1970’s even the British were required to have visas. Gradually the era of the long-term foreign missionary became a thing of the past, until finally, in 1984, after the assassination of Indira Gandhi, almost all foreigners with official missionary visas were expelled from India. The last fifty years, therefore, and especially the last fifteen years have shown a marked decline in efforts to indigenize worship. It was not as though the Indian Christian church lacked talented musicians who could compose indigenous songs, but rather that it lost its most enthusiastic promoters and sponsors. 
CARAVS, in Jabalpur, an organization that used to produce radio programs, is a case in point. From its beginning it was sponsored by a Western mission organization. Under the direction of songwriter Ahsan Masih, over one thousand new Indian songs, many of them still famous in the church today, were produced between 1959 and1984. After the supporting mission was forced to withdraw from India, and the support of the work was left in the hands of CARAVS, the organization was forced to cut back on programs that could not be self-supporting. The music department was the first to die.

Similarly, the last Protestant Hindi hymnbook with musical notation was produced in 1975 by the Lucknow Publishing House, under the direction of a foreign missionary and musician, Muriel J. Stephenson, and an Indian musician, Vijay Lazarus. In the last twenty-five years since then, however, no such work has emerged from the Protestant church. Not only so but it is quite evident that not many have been using the book since its production, in spite of the subsidies from Canada which enabled the 650-page volume to be sold for only 45 rupees (one dollar). I noted that a well-known musical enthusiast and promoter of Indian music in the church did not have his own copy, even though he was the pastor of a church in Lucknow for a number of years in the 1990’s, and is now a professor and music director at a North Indian seminary.
Even in the days of missionary support, indigenous worship was used mostly in demonstrations at seminaries, less frequently in actual evangelism with the goal of attracting Hindus and Muslims, and virtually never in the regular worship of the church. In the church today the efforts are not as united, and where they are, the focus is rarely on indigenous worship, or on evangelism. Worship seminars do take place from time to time, led by both foreign and Indian teams, but they are largely Western in orientation, and follow a model for worship very similar to ones taught by the International Vineyard Fellowship. 
The need for indigenous expressions of worship is acknowledged in theory, but in practice the issues become too complex to deal with in a short seminar. Recognizing the complexities of worship style, seminar leaders from the West hand over the responsibility of working out these issues to the North Indian church. The church, as already mentioned above, is not interested as a whole in a change towards indigenization. The older members prefer to continue with Western hymns and the younger members are eager to experience the latest trends in Western worship led by the expert foreign team. 
There are a slowly increasing number of unofficial missionaries, however, who are supporting individual musicians in all the aspects of their ministry, from hosting evangelistic performances to sponsoring the production of cassettes. These have expressed the need for a corporate effort to train young Indian musicians in indigenous methods. Seminars and workshops for composing, performing, and leading worship in Indian ways are being called for again. At the forefront of such efforts are organizations such as South Asia Concern (SAC), a British-based group that promotes many efforts in evangelism in the U.K. and India. 
Ram Gidoomal, the director, recently witnessed the power of indigenous music used effectively in evangelism in the U.K. An Indian evangelist and singer, Subhash Gil, conducted a very Hindu-style meeting called satsang, in which he sang many Indian spiritual songs called bhajans and finally gave an invitation to respond to Christ to many Hindus who were gathered there. Gidoomal was so encouraged by the response that he wrote in an email to Raju Abraham, his colleague and an avid promoter of indigenous worship in Mussoorie, India, saying, "It has brought home to me once again the power of music to reach our communities. We must persevere with this strategy and not let go" (R. Abraham, 1999). 
These ongoing evangelistic experiments result in momentary bridges that traverse the gap between Western and Indian religious practice. Most Protestants, however, have not incorporated indigenous worship into actual services on any regular basis. Even if a non-Christian Indian is attracted by one of these outreaches, when they enter the church, they find that what attracted them is not actually an integral part of regular worship. Partly on account of this, churches do not see much lasting fruit from these kinds of outreaches, and hence they are not conducted on a consistent basis. Songs that were originally composed to attract non-Christians are now used only in special programs for the edification of church members. 

The Roman Catholic Church has been more successful in promoting indigenous expression, although it had a late start in this area. Efforts to indigenize the Mass only began in the 1960’s after the Second Vatican Council. The mandate from Rome was strong enough to bring about actual changes in the worship services. Now, only twenty years later, many churches, especially in the North, have adopted Indian forms. A highly publicized Mass conducted by Pope John Paul in New Delhi in 1999 with 70,000 worshipers in attendance illustrates this fact. The newspapers in Mumbai reported that the Mass incorporated Indian forms of worship in ritual, in dress, in song, and in dance. Only the prominent churches in the metropolitan cities remain largely Western in their worship style.
The Roman Catholics have also founded communication centers in Mumbai, Indore, Bhopal, Pune, Ranchi, and Benares [Varanasi] in the North, and many of these have employed Indian music and dance instructors. They also have incorporated Indian music programs into many of their seminary curriculums. 

I noted two musicians who are fully sponsored and commissioned by indigenous Catholic organizations to compose and direct music programs. Fr. Charles Vas, the director of the Sangeet Abhinay Academy in Mumbai, spends all his time teaching students Indian vocal music, directing an Indian dance troupe, and composing indigenous spiritual music. Sister Pushpanjali in Bhopal similarly has been freed from all the duties of her order so that she may devote her time to composing songs for the Church. Both Vas and Pushpanjali together have produced over ten cassettes of Indian spiritual music in the last decade.
The issues related to Christian worship in India, however, run far deeper than the attempts of Protestant and Catholic indigenous workers like Vas. This is acutely seen in the success of the charismatic movement in India, which has never actively attempted any systematic indigenization. It is clear that the common people, both Christian and Hindu, respond to certain kinds of music more positively than others regardless of whether they have Western or Indian origins. 

This is illustrated by the fact that within the Catholic Church, not only indigenous worship but also, and perhaps more so, charismatic worship in local languages is very popular. It is popular not only among Catholics who are experiencing charismatic renewal but also among Hindus from both South India and North India who are attending the meetings in the thousands. This phenomenon can also be observed among Pentecostals. 

Christians and Hindus alike respond to what they perceive as the movement of God through high-energy singing that can sometimes last for as long as four hours without a break. 
It is not the songs themselves that remind the Hindu devotees of their own worship, but the form of the worship service and the energy with which it is conducted. Hindus are very familiar with singing sessions, or satsangs, that begin in the evening and last until the early hours of the morning. They are also familiar with the way in which music and song can affect the body and lead to emotional ecstasy and to what they feel is the presence of God.


Charismatics have been more successful, certainly in the short term, because of this "accidental indigenization." Some of them, however, are unfamiliar with the theoretical arguments that defend it. Anything that helps achieve the experience of God’s presence, whether bhajan or Western worship chorus, is accepted enthusiastically. In B____ [Banaras, Varanasi], for example, the two thousand devotees who gather every Sunday for the charismatic healing service in the Catholic M____ A____ [Matridham Ashram] sing all kinds of worship songs whether influenced by Western or Indian musical ideas. The acharya (head monk) of the ashram commented about a popular song he had written, Aaja Mere Prabhu, whose rhythm was set in waltz time and whose words speak of closeness with God and healing: "…they like to hear that, because it has some power also, [and] I believe in [that power]" (D____, 1999). The longing to experience the power of God (shakti) and devotion to God (bhakti) bind charismatics and Hindu devotees together in a similar purpose. Evidently many types of songs, both Western and Eastern, help to achieve this so long as the language used is Hindi.
Interestingly, the Hindi movie industry takes a similar approach. Instead of devotion to God, their goal is entertainment; and for this they use every type of music, whether Indian or Western, and many kinds of fusion as well. Fans of Hindi film songs all over India are little concerned as to the origins of the melodies and rhythms used. A song is judged by its entertainment value, not by the origin of its style. The movie industry has proved from the 1940’s right up to the present time that Indianization of the latest Western ideas in pop music, combined with Indian classical music, results in a cocktail that appeals greatly to the Indian public. This is because everything in the movies is portrayed as Indian by the heroes and heroines.
The movie industry gets away with using Western music because the public accepts it as an Indian institution. The church, however, both Protestant and Catholic, does not receive the same leniency. The church is viewed as a Western implantation on Indian soil. This strongly held view makes it difficult for individuals and even organizations that are attempting to indigenize existing church structures. 

The Catholic Church claims that it is Indian because it has chosen Indian forms to worship Christ, though they are borrowed mostly from Hindu practices. 

But fundamentalist Hindus argue that Catholic exclusive worship and preaching of a "foreign god" is enough to reject their claims to being Indian. For them indigenization is only a cover-up for the age-old Christian and Western goal of world conquest (Shourie, 2000, pp. 1-2). Fr. James M.L., a Catholic lyric writer and producer of Hindi dance dramas at the Navchetana Communication Center in Bhopal, holds a long-term view of the ultimate success of indigenization. "Instead of preaching directly, the whole culture in India is to be evangelized, not individuals…Here in North India we feel that Christianity has to grow much in culture [through] the art forms. It’s in the initial stage. A Christian art is to be developed" (James, 1999). 
Individual Protestant thinkers who would agree with the above statement of Fr. James are frustrated by the fact that they are one gigantic step behind the Catholics. The vast majority of Protestants in North India still worship using Western forms and show no signs of wanting to change. 

It is for this reason that some Protestant indigenous workers have gone underground, and do not even associate with the visible church, preferring to plant fellowships of Christ-worshipers (Khrist-bhaktas) who worship in Indian ways as the Catholics do, but who call themselves "Hindu followers of Christ." These are a tiny minority; and they often struggle, on account of their confusing identity, to explain themselves both to Hindus and to Christians.
Among Protestant thinkers who would not go this far, but who recognize these difficulties, the question is asked: Does worship style matter at all? For these thinkers, it is more important for each new generation to be spiritually and emotionally satisfied in worship, whether it is Indian, Western, or some combination of both. Contextualization and indigenization, terms which will be discussed more in Chapter Two, are important but secondary issues for them. More importantly, it is the felt power of the Holy Spirit to bring about spiritual change that must be looked for in any Christian work, not whether the forms used are Western or Eastern. 

Viju Abraham, director of A.C.T. (Association for Christian Thoughtfulness) in Mumbai, comments:
"The power to change in communication is something we have got to pay attention to and not just communicate… Unless you have that type of anointed singing, anointed communication, I think then the rest of it is useless in whatever we are trying to do. Because in Missions we have studied contextualization [and] indigenous patterns; I am thoroughly for that. As Sadhu Sundar Singh has said, 'If you give the water of life in an Indian cup, our Indians will drink it. It will be more acceptable'." (Abraham, 1999).
Viju goes on to criticize various works of indigenization saying, "They have learned all the techniques; [but] do I see the power?” (loc. cit.). It is this feeling which binds together many charismatic Protestant and Catholic Christians alike in their desire to see the power of God manifest in all Christian work. The need for a cultural transformation of society by Christians, expressed by Fr. James, is superceded by the need for a spiritual change in individuals by the power of God. 

And like the M____ A____ in B____ [Matridham Ashram in Benares], any method is used which makes room for the "anointing" and the release of power to change hearts and heal bodies.
What kinds of worship forms are best suited to making room for the release of spiritual power in believers? This is a complex question and will be attended to in detail in Chapter Three. For the present we will confine the discussion to the kind of music which has captured the hearts of Protestant and Catholic youth in India. An ever increasing number of young people in Indian cities and even smaller towns, but especially Christian youth, are attracted to Western pop music, and the majority of those interested in learning an instrument choose the guitar or keyboard. The Hindi movie industry in Mumbai employs many Christian musicians, and virtually all of them are required for their skill in Western music. It is extremely rare to come across a Christian who is a professional tabla (Indian percussion instrument) or sitar (Indian string instrument) player. 
In my research I came across two Christian professional tabla players, Mr. Thorat in Pune and Mr. Morris Masih in Bareilly. Both of them lamented the fact that virtually no Christian young people come to them for serious study, although they are willing to teach them for a very nominal fee and, in some cases, no fee at all. They both mentioned that they themselves receive little public recognition for their achievements, although they have both accompanied some of the top Indian classical artists such as Bhimsen Joshi and Anup Jalota (Thorat, 1999; Masih, 1999). 
This is attributed to the fact that, as Christians, they are misfits in the world of Indian classical music. It is no wonder, then, that without heroes in the Indian classical field, Christian young people are more inspired by professional Western-style musicians because of the greater possibility for them to receive recognition in that field.
However, more Catholic youth in the last decade have been learning Indian art forms and instruments in a few Catholic music schools, though this is still virtually unheard of among Protestants. 
I noted that many priests and nuns prefer Indian forms of worship that are based on the classical raga system. They find these forms to be more suited to helping them in their disciplines, especially in meditation and contemplation. They have their heroes, too, in men like Fr. Charles Vas, who is well known as a composer of Indian Christian spiritual music in secular circles in Mumbai. Fr. Vas told me that he makes special concessions to help priests and nuns learn Indian classical music at his academy. Certainly Catholic youth, like Protestant youth, love Western pop music; but unlike them, they do not seem to have the same indifference to and even dislike for Indian music. This is no doubt partly due to the massive united effort in the last thirty years to indigenize Catholic worship.
This effort by the Catholics builds on a theological foundation established at the Second Vatican Council that encourages a very open relationship to other religions and their practices. 

Vatican II gave theological sanction to the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India (C.B.C.I.) to oversee the implementation of the directives of the Fathers of the Council (Duncan, 1999, p. 8). The Mass, once translated into vernacular languages such as Hindi, could then be put to music that was also Indian. 

Likewise, other forms of Indian worship were studied and some were deemed acceptable for Christian worship. One of these is the lighting of the lamp, called Aarti, which Catholic churches practice all over the country.
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The Catholic position since Vatican II considers these practices to be Indian and therefore neutral, and usable in Christian worship (loc. cit.). 

The traditional view of Protestants, however, has been to call these practices not Indian, but Hindu. Far from being neutral, they are believed to be deeply intertwined with idol worship, and therefore have demonic origins. Therefore they are unacceptable for worshiping Jesus Christ. 
This view, that most of what is Indian is Hindu and unusable, has been ingrained in the minds of Protestant Christians for two centuries. 

Though many missionaries in the last 150 years have attempted to correct this view, they have not succeeded. Their lack of success has not been so much in the cognitive realm as in the practical day-to-day realm. One finds today that most Protestant Christians acknowledge, theoretically, that there is no reason why Western dress, Western music and Western worship forms are more Christian than Indian ones. They freely acknowledge that sitting on the floor, using Indian musical instruments, and singing Indian-style songs are much more appropriate expressions of Christian worship in India. They recognize that making these changes would, no doubt, attract more Hindus to the Christian fold. 
This agreement, however, ends abruptly at the theoretical, in the realm of conversation. When examples of Christians who are using indigenous forms of worship are cited, the common response is that these forms are artificially practiced by Christians, and therefore seem strangely out of place both to Christians and to Hindus who may happen to observe them.
A church that has been westernized for two centuries has not only been accepted as such by its members, but also by the communities around them. When Indian Christians feel forced to put on an artificial show, and Hindus smell dishonesty, indigenous Christian workers in the cities often find they have few friends in either camp. 
It is interesting to note that foreigners who are interested in learning Indian art forms are much more readily accepted by the art community than are Indian Christians. Foreigners, all of whom are Christians as far as most Indians are concerned, have shown a love for Indian art. This affords Indians an opportunity to take pride in their culture, boasting that even foreigners have come to study it. But as far as the Hindu is concerned, an Indian Christian has already rejected Indian culture just by being part of a community that preferred Western religion and all its cultural trappings. This is an unpardonable sin and cannot easily by repented of. An Indian Christian who wants to learn Indian art, therefore, must be all the more dedicated, and willing to accept without flinching any criticism from his teachers and fellow students.
In my research there were some notable instances of Christians who proved themselves and were loved, even favored by their Hindu or Muslim music masters. But they had to pay the price, accepting criticism from both their own Christian community and the Hindu and Muslim artists. The criticism from the Christian community had largely to do with two aspects of Indian classical music: the first being the relationship of student (shishya) to his teacher (guru), known as guru-shishya parampara [tradition]; and the second, for vocal students, being the lyrical content of songs. 
In Indian classical tradition, a student must respect and obey his teacher as much as and, if it were possible, even more than God himself. In days past, students lived with their masters and served them, receiving instruction in return. Today, what remains of this relationship is the outward ritualistic show of respect, or in the extreme, devotion. This outward show of respect is expressed in an extreme politeness on the part of the student and the customary touching of the guru’s feet or knees when entering and when leaving his presence. 
For most Hindus and Muslims today this gesture is understood in terms of respect rather than worship. But for many Christians, the gesture is interpreted as worship and considered a deviation from the worship of the one true God. 

Likewise, and even more offensive to Christians, is the lyrical content of many of the songs which students of vocal music learn right from the beginning. These lyrics are usually either secular love songs or songs of devotion in praise of Hindu gods and goddesses. Christian musicians have handled this difficulty in different ways. Samson Manwadkar, an announcer for All India Radio in Nagpur, and an evangelical Christian, told me that when he was learning vocal music from a blind Hindu vocal master, he first sought to win the respect of his master. 

After some time, he was bold enough to ask politely whether he could learn secular songs wherever possible. Because his instructor was pleased with him, and also because he was sensitive to Samson’s convictions as a Christian, he complied (Manwadkar, 1999).
In Mumbai, while sitting in on one of Fr. Vas’ vocal lessons, I noticed that one of the songs he was teaching had the word Shaam in it. After asking Fr. Vas whether this was the word for "night," he said that I had misheard it, and it was actually Shyam, another name for Lord Krishna, one of Hinduism’s most popular gods. When I asked him why he was teaching a Hindu worship song, he replied that this was just for instruction, and that some ragas were set only to lyrics of a devotional nature. In other words, in teaching this particular raga, he had no choice. He had no reservations about learning or teaching Hindu devotional songs for the purpose of mastering Indian classical music. He considered it wrong, however, for a Christian to compose and sing songs in devotion to other gods (Vas, 1999). For Charles Vas, the purpose of learning Indian music is to praise Jesus Christ.
Most Protestant Christians and even some Catholics would not agree with Vas. Viju Abraham, for example, expressed alarm when I told him about Vas’ practice. Viju’s concern is one shared by many Protestants, that the names of the gods hold some demonic power, and that even speaking of them could cause spiritual harm (Abraham, 1999). The issue of the demonic in much of Indian cultural practice has not been addressed in practical detail in the scholarly literature on the subject. There is much that could be studied here. In this study we will have to discuss the demonic in as much as it relates to Indian music. For the present we will say that this is perhaps the greatest stumbling block to Indian Christians adopting the indigenous song forms of India.
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Against this complex backdrop of issues we come to the particular focus of this study: the use of the bhajan in the Hindi-speaking church of North India, what I will call the Khrist-bhajan, (Christ-Bhajan). Indigenous worship songs in India in the past have fallen into three main categories: geet, ghazal, and bhajan. 
Geet is the Hindi word used to describe a song which roughly follows the Western hymn form in its lyrical style, that is, having many long verses and usually speaking about God rather than directly to God. A geet may also include testimonial songs that speak of the devotee’s sorrow for his or her sins, past life, and present struggles. 
The ghazal is a type of lyric in the Urdu language that was developed in India during the time of the Mughal emperors but made popular through the Hindi film industry in this century. Ghazals deal largely with the subject of love, but like much poetry of the Middle East, the "beloved" may be understood in a worldly or a spiritual sense to be a human or a divine being. The church has experimented with this form in worship, and most hymnbooks have a section of Christian ghazals. The language used is the flowery, poetic Urdu; the lyrics, often philosophical and pensive, and the musical style are usually slow. The ghazal form is as ideal for testimonial songs as is geet, only perhaps more so, because of its great popularity with the Indian masses. Since this study is focused on bhajans, no further mention will be made of ghazals and other Muslim worship practices that have influenced the church. Of geet, however, there will be more to say, since one of the problems, though perhaps incidental, in the study of bhajans is how people differ in their understanding of the relation between geet and bhajan.
A few words about why I have chosen to study bhajans instead of geet or ghazal will be necessary here. Geet, as it is a rough translation for hymn, has been excluded in this study for the reason that it is far too intertwined with the Western hymn, a form already familiar in the West and well-studied. 
I have limited this study to bhajans, the devotional songs of the Hindus, only because the subject is far too vast to include any other indigenous form. Ghazal today has largely become a secular form of song, as has qawwali, the worship song of the mystic Sufi Muslims. There is a need for a separate study of the use of qawwali and ghazal in Christian worship. The reason for choosing bhajans over qawwali or ghazal is on account of my own background of using bhajans in worship and evangelism in India, the U.K., and the United States during the last eight years. 
The bhajan will be described in greater detail in subsequent chapters, but for now we will define it in general as a devotional song (Hawley, 1984, p. 245) with few lyrics (Santiago, 1999), addressed directly to God (Dev, 1999). Bhajans are usually described by Christians as slow meditative songs repeated over and over again with slight variations in lyrical and melodic content (Ahsan, 1999). Much freedom is allowed in the way a bhajan is sung. For example, one common way of singing bhajans is to begin them very slowly with no percussive accompaniment, and after having repeated the song five or six times with slight variation, to then repeat the refrain over and over again, increasing the speed each time and ending in a terrific climax. The percussion instrument, usually the dholuk (a cylindrical hand-played drum), guides the music and the speed until the end. But bhajans come in all kinds of forms, and perhaps more than any other style of Indian music, this form is allowed maximum freedom for innovation. The bhajan in all its forms has been used by Hindus in their devotional worship for at least a millennium (Hawley, 1984, p. 244). 
Protestant Christians in India, if the South is included, have been singing bhajans for at least two centuries. In fact, Christians have adopted bhajan singing almost simultaneously with some of the great Hindu poet saints. For example, when Tyagaraja (1767-1847), the great poet saint of Tanjore in Tamil Nadu, was composing his bhajans and kirtans (a type of bhajan) in the early nineteenth century, Purushottam Choudhury, a Christian convert from Andhra Pradesh, began composing bhajans for the Telugu-speaking church (Rao, 1983, p. 5, 6).
The Church in North India took longer to adopt the use of bhajans in worship. The poet saint of Maharashtra, Tukaram, lived and wrote in the sixteenth century (Macnicol, 1919, p. 19). However, it was not until the end of the nineteenth century. [The article ends abruptly at this point.]

It intrigues me as to why the IMS Fathers’ Matridham Ashram, Varanasi [aka Benares] is not openly mentioned but is expressed as "M____ A____ in B____". Is it because they are aware -- as the author states -- that they are "borrowing from Hindu practices"?
Yoga is used by Fr. Anil Dev IMS at Matridham.  But, still worse, this following stuff is about the deity Shiva:

From: The Secretary, Ashram Aikya  To:  Date: Thu, 17 Jan 2008 23:00:29 +0530 

Dear Friend,

This is sent as blind copy to a number of my friends to inform you of a programme I am helping to organise.  You may also know of someone who might be interested. Ashram Aikya members may get special preference if they apply through me.  Others may apply directly to Fireflies.  But all are welcome to write back to me. All the best for 2008, Amala

Announcement Ashram Aikya Sadhana, April 2008

The Sivastotraavali is a collection of hymns and mystical verses by the great Kashmiri philosopher and mystic Utpaladeva (ca. end of 9th beginning of 10th century). 
It reveals the depth of his experience in which intense devotion to the Lord (bhakti) merges with pure non-dualism (advaita), the experiential side of the philosophy of recognition (Ishvara- pratyabhijnaa). 

Meditation on and with these extraordinary texts can help us to discover our own spiritual state and lead us further into a mystical dimension in which bhakti with its apparent  duality and advaita are not contrasts, but are complementary. Unlike other texts of the tradition, this is not a systematic presentation of the spiritual life, it is more an expression of spontaneous experience, intense prayer, and intoxication with the divine presence. The Hymn belongs to the non-dualist Kashmir Saiva tradition, but it has a universal appeal beyond any sectarian belonging. A few hymns (Stotra) by Abhinavagupta (10th-11th cent.) will also be studied and meditated upon. In the Sadhana we will combine text study, meditation, recitation, silence and sharing.

Bettina Baeumer, SamvidÁlaya: Abhinavagupta Research Library B 2/114 Bhadaini, Varanasi – 221001

Tel. 0091-542-2312360 e-mail: bettinabaeumer@yahoo.com 3rd December 2007 

Kashmir Ïaivism Workshops/Retreats
Dear Friends,

You must have been waiting for news regarding the next Kashmir Ïaivism Workshop, which was traditionally held in Varanasi in February, around Shivaratri. We have another plan for 2008. 

You are cordially invited to two alternative workshops/retreats.

1)     The first is in sequence to a Sadhana (retreat) Bettina has given in Varanasi on the Vijnana Bhairava to a group of Ashram Aikya, end of October. The interest was so great that they were asking for a continuation. 
PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE CHRISTMAS 2007 

The Ashram Aikya Sadhana and Satsang at Benares in November this year has been a rich experience for all of us. The presence of several young ashramites and spiritual seekers was a sign of great hope regarding the relevance and future of the movement. 
The two day sadhana ably guided by Dr. Bettina Bäumer on Vijnana Bhairava, a classic of Kashmiri Saivism, made us once again deeply aware of the rich spiritual resources of our country. We were impressed by the positive approach of the Saivite sage to the sensations of the body, struggles of life, emotional conflicts and diversity of spiritual experiences. We discovered an incarnational spirituality in that text. 

At the satsang we focused attention on Brahmabandhab Upadhyay, who made the first attempt to start an Indian Christian ashram. Going through his writings and reflecting on his experiences we came to realise that ashrams of Christian initiative do have a specific role to play in making Christian presence in India deeply rooted in the spiritual heritage of this country. We left Benares deeply inspired by the sage-theologian Brahmabandhab. 

In this two-fold encounter at Benares I perceive a strong message for our ashram way of life. 

In order to make ashram life more authentic and creative it may be good that each one of us gets closely acquainted with one classic of Indian spirituality or one sage of the Indian heritage. 
Study meticulously the text verse by verse / study carefully all the works of the sage. Meditate on them, dive into the mystical experience of that text / sage, integrate the perceptions with our inner spiritual journey and reflect creatively on how this experience would enrich our Christian spirituality. 
Some of us may then be able to develop retreats or meditation courses based on that text / sage. 

This seems to be a creative way of promoting a spirituality that is authentically Indian and genuinely Christian. If we accept the principle, it is through the thou that I become truly myself, we should be able to say: it is through a deep spiritual encounter with a text / sage of another religious tradition that we Christians truly discover the depth of our Christian spirituality. 

Fr. Sebastian Painadath S.J.
Painadath is one of the prime movers of the Catholic Ashrams movement; he is a regular visitor to Matridham Ashram.
THE I.M.S. FATHERS’ MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI [U.P.] AND THEIR DHYANA BHAVAN, ALLEPPEY, KERALA
The Indian Missionary Society [I.M.S.] operates the above two centres.

Matridham Ashram is a full member of the Ashram Aikya, which is the Federation of the Ashrams, and played host to the 2007 Ashram Aikya Satsangh [meeting of ashramites]. Is it not logical to conclude that they subscribe to all the anti-Catholic and seditious beliefs, practices, and aspirations of the Ashram Movement? 

For details, see SANGAM INTEGRAL FORMATION AND SPIRITUALITY CENTRE, GOA-NEW AGE PSYCHOLOGY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SANGAM_INTEGRAL_FORMATION_AND_SPIRITUALITY_CENTRE_GOA-NEW_AGE_PSYCHOLOGY_ETC.doc
The Dhyana Bhavan retreat centre in Alleppey doubles as an "ashram" that is heavily into a motley of New Age practices.

Bro. Harshit Dev, I.M.S., now an ordained priest, had recommended the IMS web site www.theims.org in one of his emails to me. Retrieved from the web site of IMS, Paravoor, Punnapra P.O. Alappuzha, Kerala:
"Counselling Ministries http://www.imsdhyanabhavan.org/gministry.php 

Through Gestalt Therapy, Neuro Linguistic Programming [N.L.P.], Transactional Analysis [T.A.] and pranic healing methods and using an eclectic approach by a group of male and female counselors on every day, especially on Mondays and last Saturday night service. Fr. Atul IMS directs this ministry.

The 8th National Conference of Catholic Psychologists got two pages in The Examiner, October 20, 2007, report by Fr. Jose Parappully SDB., Ph. D., President.                              

Fr. Atul IMS is the Secretary of the National Conference of Catholic Psychologists.

The New Leader, August 1-15, 2008. Back inner cover. Full page advertisement reads: 

9th National Conference of Catholic Psychologists of India at Pilar Centre, Goa, October 3-5, 2008

Contact: Fr. Atul IMS, Dhyana Bhavan, Alappuzha [Alleppey], Kerala 

GESTALT THERAPY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GESTALT_THERAPY.doc
NEURO-LINGUISTIC PROGRAMMING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEURO-LINGUISTIC_PROGRAMMING.doc
PSYCHOLOGY 16 TRANSACTIONAL ANALYSIS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PSYCHOLOGY_16_TRANSACTIONAL_ANALYSIS.doc
PRANIC HEALING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRANIC_HEALING.doc
On July 17, 2006, I wrote to Mr. Cyril John, Chairman of the National Service Team (NST) of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net ; charisindia  
Subject: CATHOLIC ASHRAMS / FR. ANIL DEV I.M.S., MEMBER, NST EXCERPT:

Dear Bro. Cyril, I am sorry that I have to write to you with the content of this letter.

When I sent you my report on CATHOLIC ASHRAMS last year, you wrote me the email following: 

From: <cyriljohn@vsnl.net>                          To: prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net> 

Sent: Monday, October 03, 2005 11:33 AM Subject: Re: ASHRAMS 

Dear Bro Prabhu, 

Thanks for your mail. I was out of station for 8 days and just returned. I received your previous mails. Thank you. Since my mail box is full with about 67 mails, please do not send your write up now. I shall take it from you when we meet next. 

With regards and prayers, Cyril John

I trust that you read the report so that you will understand the gravity of the matter which I am now writing about, to you as Chairman of the National Service Team [NST] of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal: 
Fr. Anil Dev is a member, representing the state of Uttar Pradesh, of the National Service Team of the CCR, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India, and a renowned retreat preacher in charismatic circles.

I know that you have a very high regard for Fr. Anil Dev, and so do I.

But the latest Ashram Aikya newsletter, which is the mouthpiece and journal of the Ashram Movement as much as Charisindia is to the CCR in India, has placed on record that the invitation to the next Ashram Aikya Satsangh is from Fr. Anil Dev himself who has given his Ashram for use as the venue.

“Matridham’, belonging to the Indian Missionary Society, means ‘The Abode of the Mother’, and is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. I have a copy of the brochure of the Matridham Ashram, Christnagar, Varanasi. On page 3, there is a drawing of an 8-spoked wheel. Each spoke carries the symbol of one of the world religions- the Cross, the swastika, the OM... etc.

The vision of the founder, Fr. Gaspar Pinto, was “the sacred work of spreading the light of Christ in North India”. The third year Philosophy students of the IMS Order pursue their studies at Matridham under the guidance of the resident ‘Acharya’. From 1983, Swami Ishwar Prasad was the Acharya. He is well known as a “champion of inculturation”. During his time, the Ashram attracted many ‘seekers’ from India and abroad.

He started the “Indian Spirituality course in the Ashram, which brought about changes in many religious congregations in North India. In 1992 the responsibility was taken up by Fr. Vinayanand IMS who continued the good work started by his predecessors, and in March 1995 he was succeeded by Swami Anil Dev IMS. The Ashram is open to all genuine ‘Seekers’ irrespective of caste and creed. People of all religions frequent the Ashram. It is a Place of Sadhana…

The message of Christ should be incarnated... To this end, the Ashram holds important programmes such as Indian Christian Spiritual Experience (ICSE), Indian Spirituality Course, Yoga Sadhana, etc.”
The daily Timetable of the Ashram includes Yogasanas at 5:00 A.M. [immediately following Rising at 4:30 A.M.] and again at 5:45 P.M. The ‘Gayatri Mantra’ is used, and several bhajans and the Litany of Our Lady incorporate the mantra ‘OM’.
The Ashram also conducts “Inter-Religious Prayer Meetings or Satsangs”.

While Matridham Ashram literature also places fair emphasis on the Eucharist, use of the Bible, evangelization, healing services, adoration of the Real Presence, intercessory prayers etc., unlike all the other so-called Catholic Ashrams, the following points must still be taken into consideration:

1. Yoga. 

Even if it is simple breathing techniques and physical exercises, are they really necessary in a ministry where the Acharya’s spirituality is charismatic? Do the two ‘systems’ not conflict with each other?

Is it not impossible to separate the practices from the advaitic philosophies on which they are raised?
2. Yoga, the Gayatri Mantra, and the chanting of OM.

They are intrinsically Hindu, and not simply ‘Indian’ for them to be inculturated into our worship. Detailed and painstakingly researched reports on all these issues are available at my website www.ephesians-511.net.

The threesome, along with Surya Namaskar, are inseparable from the ‘Catholic’ Ashram Movement.

Eminent priests, Catholic magazines like the American charismatic New Covenant, Bishops, and Cardinals have warned against the dangers of yoga, insisting that yoga is completely incompatible with Biblical revelation and Church teaching, and yoga is discussed in two Vatican Documents. As Catholic charismatics, should we not be the first ones to take cognizance of that? 

3. The Ashram Movement itself.
[…]

At this point, I would invite you to once again look at my October 2005 report on the Catholic Ashram Movement in India. 

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
In the referred report, I have examined the Ashrams - some of which I have visited, and some which I have not. In the 8 months since that report, I have come across more information which gives an even more distressing picture, if that is possible, than that which I have already produced. This will require a sequel to the first report.

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-REVISITED 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-REVISITED.doc
A cursory glance at the recent issues of Ashram Aikya is enough to confirm beyond any shred of doubt that this movement is totally opposed to traditional Catholicism and proposes a syncretised ‘Christianity’ beyond religion, sacramentalism and ecclesiastical and magisterial authority. 

My first report on the Ashrams also conclusively demonstrates its New Age nature. The sequel will only confirm all of the above. The Ashram movement is a Trojan horse within the Catholic Church, and not just in India. It has long since been exported to all the other continents. 

The points that I have raised in this letter beg examination. 
And there is another important point:

4. If Matridham is a full member of the Ashram Aikya, which is the Federation of the Ashrams, and is to play host to the 2007 Ashram Aikiya Satsangh, is it not logical to conclude that Matridham subscribes to all the fundamental beliefs and aspirations of the Ashram Movement? 

And I have shown in my earlier reports that these are inimical to those of the Catholic Church.

I had the privilege of meeting Fr. Anil Dev IMS [about 2 years ago] and he graciously accepted from me some of my articles and reports. After that I have written to him, but I have received no response.

Meanwhile, I received a letter from a friend in Kerala that his family members have learnt Reiki from the IMS Fathers.

The May 2003 issue of Catechetics India magazine carried an article titled ‘The Khristbhakta Movement’, authored by Fr. Anand Mathew IMS, and has five full pages on Matridham. All the information is excellent, I would say.

But there is this one paragraph on the fourth page:

“Programmes and Features of Matridham Ashram. 

Indo-Christian Spiritual Experience. The ashram offers a very re-vitalizing spirituality course based on Indian Christian Spiritual traditions giving the participants deep spiritual experience centered on the person of Christ through discourses, meditations, prayer, and yoga. An average of more than 30 groups of religious men and women, priests, seminarians, and laity from different parts of the country benefit from the courses every year.”

Last year it was confirmed to me by someone close to the IMS Santvana community that yoga was used by Fr. Anil Dev IMS at Matridham. 

I know that this letter is not going to do anything for my popularity with several leaders in the Renewal, but I pray that it will be understood that I am doing what I have to do, impartially, and for no reward or acclaim.

Cyril, I am extremely sorry to distress you with this letter, but I have to follow the call that the Lord has given me. 

Love and Prayers, Michael
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2006 8:40 AM 

Subject: REMINDER: CATHOLIC ASHRAMS / FR. ANIL DEV I.M.S., MEMBER, NST
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net ; charisindia  Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2006 9:56 PM

Subject: Fw: REMINDER: CATHOLIC ASHRAMS / FR. ANIL DEV I.M.S., MEMBER, NST

NO RESPONSE WAS RECEIVED BY THIS MINISTRY TO THE ABOVE LETTER FOLLOWED BY TWO REMINDERS.

*
After writing those letters, I had the privilege of a meeting and lengthy discussion in Chennai with Fr. Dheeraj Sabu, IMS, who founded and guides the Santvana community in Delhi and Agra. This is a lay community with a charismatic spirituality, engaged in a genuine ministry of evangelization, mostly in the Hindi vernacular, in North India. Fr. Dheeraj Sabu is fully “inculturated” in the true sense of the word- culturally, remaining faithful to the canonical directives and guidelines regarding liturgy and worship. I shared with this priest my apprehensions about the forthcoming Ashram Aikiya Satsangh to be hosted by the IMS Fathers at Varanasi, and informed him that as I had not received responses to my letters to senior charismatic renewal leaders on this matter, I would be soon making a detailed report and publishing it. 

Fr. Dheeraj explained to me that maybe the yoga practised at Matridham was a Christian yoga, limited to asanas and some meditation, and did not involve the teaching or use of the advaitic or esoteric philosophies of yoga. The inclusion of yoga in the Ashram timetable, Father felt, might also serve to make the many Hindu participants in the Ashram’s programmes more comfortable in the otherwise Christian environment, and make it more conducive for them to accept the Gospel. 

I contended that I could not accept that explanation because it would then mean accepting that the Gospel [the preaching of the Word of God] was lacking in completeness, and anyway, Father himself had not found it necessary or helpful to use yoga or the Gayatri mantra in his community or to introduce them in his outreach to non-Christians.

One IMS website noted this about Matridham Ashram: “Discourses and practices of Yogasanas are part of the ashram programme.” 
Fr. Anand Mathew IMS sent me some literature that says that yoga is included twice daily in the Matridham ashram timetable. Bro. Harshit Dev, an IMS seminarian (now a priest) has been corresponding with me. What he writes concerning his views on eastern meditations, breathing exercises, yoga, alternative medicine, etc. has me very worried about the formation of seminarians like him.

Fr. Dheeraj kindly permitted me to explain to him what I understand about yoga; and why, in my opinion, the philosophy of yoga is incompatible with Christianity, and its practice in any form to be avoided by Christians.

Fr. Dheeraj also felt that by hosting the Ashram Aikiya Satsangh at Matridham Ashram, it would present Fr. Anil Dev with an opportunity for them to give witness of a different kind to the leaders of the Ashram movement who would all be present together for Matridham’s “Sunday gathering of Kristabhaktas” [devotees of Christ] on the last day of the Satsangh.

Having visited some of these Ashrams, witnessed firsthand their programmes and rituals, attended their satsangs [discourses], interviewed several of their leaders, and read all the Ashram literature that I could lay my hands on, I was convinced enough to tell Fr. Dheeraj that it would make no impact on the diehard leaders of the Ashrams movement.

As far as the chanting of the ‘Om’ mantra is concerned, I was very pleased to hear from Fr. Dheeraj Sabu that he was of the opinion that it cannot and should not be used by Christians. Fr. Dheeraj Sabu was kind enough to accept copies of several of my reports and articles on the Catholic Ashrams, Yoga, etc.

I also shared with Fr. Dheeraj Sabu, that after hearing that the IMS congregation were involved in promoting Reiki healing in Kerala, I corresponded with another IMS priest and an IMS seminarian, and also checked out the IMS websites.

I was shocked to learn that the IMS Fathers are involved in the use and propagation of New Age techniques like Gestalt therapy, Neuro Linguistic Programming [N.L.P.], Transactional Analysis [T.A.] and Pranic Healing. 

The IMS website informs us that Fr. Atul, IMS directs this ministry.

Fr. Prem Antony IMS has attended Pranic Healing and he defends it, saying that God has given us powers in our bodies, that we can tap for good reasons [the end justifies the means ?] and just because Pranic Healing has a Buddhist background that does not make it as coming from the devil, or New Age.

Another website says, “IMS Dhyana Bhavan, a branch of Indian Missionary Society is a popular Charismatic renewal centre.” 
We are informed that “The Renewal movement has now grown into a multipronged and power packed spiritual revolution under Fr. Prashant, as its director.” 

At this “popular Charismatic renewal centre”, “the IMS team numbering more than four hundred strong” uses, among other things, “Traditional Indian ways of praying and meditation soothen the frayed nerves and tired bodies. Praying of Bhajan, Yogic exercises, profuse use of Indian classical music, simple life style, Pranic healing, etc. are some of the significant characteristics of IMS… A strong team of voluntary counselor trained in T.A., N.L.P, Gestalt and Pranic healing at the service of the seekers during week days round the year.”

Yet another IMS site linking Fr. Anil Dev with yoga says, “The goal of ashram way of life is to attain God experience with simple life style, yogic experience, silence, meditation, manual labour and a continuous search for God. The promotion of justice, peace and interfaith harmony and collaboration are the common features of all the IMS ashrams. Swami Iswar Prasad and Swami Dayanand are the pioneers of Catholic ashrams in North India till the younger generation like Swami Deendayal and Swami Anil Dev gave a new thrust to the ashramic movement in N. India. The Matridham ashram at Varanasi is sought by people from all walks of life. The ashram is also a pioneering centre for prayer and God Experience for all the Khrist Bhaktas. Swami Anil Dev is the Acharya of this ashram.”
Still other IMS websites give information on the formation of IMS seminarians:
Pre Novitiate Programme: The students are given intensive language Course both Hindi & English. They are introduced to Indian Music both instrumental and Vocal, Yoga, meditation…
Our seminaries are not mere centers of Christian religious learning but also Indian culture, philosophy, art, social and human right issues that affect the people. Students also get opportunities to learn from the Buddhist monasteries and Hindu Ashrams & from the learned monks & Acharyas of these centers.

Writing in the magazine Catechetics India of November 2005, pages 12-15, “Monastery for Renewal’, Fr. J. Dayanand IMS, the Spiritual Director at Vishwa Jyoti Gurukul, Varanasi, says, “We need a central Indian Christian Sanyasa Ashram-Monastery in a thapovan set-up, where future gurus can be trained with an experiential and experimental knowledge of ashram life or monastical life of bhakti, jnana and karma (devotion, divine knowledge and apostolic activity)…

“In the thapovan one experiences the desire to enter into the ‘Interior Castle’ as St. Teresa of Avila describes in her book of the same title. It enables us to practice what Our Lord instructs us: ‘When you pray, enter into the room; shut the door and speak to your Father in secret’. In the immense divine solitude, one will be able to practice ‘ashtanga yoga’ as Maharshi Patanjali explains in his Yoga Sutra…

“We shall remember that an attempt was made under the leadership of Bishop Patrick D’Souza of Varanasi diocese years ago in his concept of pilot seminary proposed by Guru Abhishiktananda [Fr. Henri Le Saux, OSB] to form Gurus and Sanyasis for the Indian Church and establish Gurukul system of priestly formation in India a Varanasi. But unfortunately this heroic undertaking was given up after two years of successful experiments. Now let us wait and pray for a new start.”

It is extremely difficult for one to reconcile the opposites seen above. There is a charismatic spirituality, and a meditative-ashram type spirituality with yoga. There is charismatic healing and there is the healing with New Age alternative medicine.

As a matter of fact there is one IMS site that is captioned, “Holistic Health Ministry” – it offers psycho-spiritual, herbal and homoeopathic treatments. See Vatican Document on New Age & my dozens of related articles, for example
HOLISM-HEALTH AND SALVATION THE NEW AGE WAY-SUMMARY  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOLISM-HEALTH_AND_SALVATION_THE_NEW_AGE_WAY-SUMMARY.doc
HOLISTIC HEALTH AND NEW AGE MEDICINE-ANKERBERG AND WELDON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOLISTIC_HEALTH_AND_NEW_AGE_MEDICINE-ANKERBERG_AND_WELDON.doc
HERBALISM-MEDICINE OR MYSTICISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HERBALISM-MEDICINE_OR_MYSTICISM.doc
HOMOEOPATHY-AN UNSCIENTIFIC NEW AGE FRAUD 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOEOPATHY-AN_UNSCIENTIFIC_NEW_AGE_FRAUD.doc
From: prabhu To: matridham@sify.com Cc: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net 

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2007 7:22 AM Subject: FR. ANIL DEV

Dear Fr. Anil Dev,

I trust you will recall that when I met you in January 2005 at Dhyana Ashram, Chennai, I had given you a set of my papers containing reports and articles on New Age issues, and I requested you to read them.

Now, I understand that the 15th Ashram Aikya Satsangh- a gathering of ashramites- is slated to be held at your Matridham Ashram, Varanasi, October 29 to November 3, 2007. 
I am concerned because the leaders of the Ashram Aikiya promote certain New Age philosophies and encourage the practice of yoga, which is also a part of the curriculum of Matridham. I had already written to Mr. Cyril John several times about this last year, but he has not responded.

May I have your comments on this, please, especially as you are currently a member of the National Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal? 
Michael Prabhu, Chennai michaelprabhu@vsnl.net ; www.ephesians-511.net
From: prabhu To: salisantvana@rediffmail.com ; Santvana ; Santhosh Chittilappilly 

Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2007 7:23 AM Subject: FR. ANIL DEV

PLEASE CONVEY THIS MESSAGE TO FR. DHIRAJ SABU
Dear Fr. Dheeraj Sabu,

I trust that you will recall our meeting in Chennai, recently, and the lengthy discussions that we had.

I also trust that you must have read all the material that I gave you, especially the report on the Catholic Ashrams, and my articles on Yoga. Would you like to comment on them?

Were you also able to convey to Fr. Anil Dev my apprehensions about the 15th Ashram Aikya Satsangh- a gathering of ashramites- to be hosted at Matridham Ashram, Varanasi, October 29 to November 3, 2007?
Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net ; www.ephesians-511.net
The response from Fr. Dheeraj Sabu IMS:
From: Santvana To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, March 20, 2007 1:36 PM Subject: Re: FR. ANIL DEV

Dear Machael Prabhu, 

Thanks for your mail. I do share some of your concerns. Especially certain theological trends that shows inclination to sideline uniqueness of Christ and the Church. My prime concern is to bring the Gospel to people. I do not wish to divert my attention and energy for other concerns. I also see the role of ashrams for evangelisation. Inculturation is an obligatory path for evangelisation (Ecclesia in Asia). I think it is good that Ashram Aikiya is at Matridham Ashram. It will help those ashrams that are not open to evangelisation to witness a powerful evangelisation taking place at Matridham ashram. Hope that you are fine. May God bless your ministry. 
Lovingly, 

Fr. Dheeraj, IMS, SANTVANA, Delhi
Santvana Community, B-12, Hans Apts., Santnagar W, Burari P.O., Delhi - 110084, INDIA Phone: 0091-11-27612978, 65696632 
Prayer Helpline: 919868902767 visit: www.santvana.org
*

Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ 
http://www.asianews.it/index.php?l=en&art=16640&size=A 
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai
Missionary tells the story of a movement run by the Indian Missionary Society in Varanasi, the spiritual capital of Hindu India. 
Fr Anil Dev says people are fascinated by the relationship to a personal and living God who loves them without the need to be propitiated.

About 30,000 Hindus and Muslims from different castes are united by the same devotion for Jesus. They belong to the Khrist Bhakta, a spiritual movement generated by the evangelisation work of the Indian Missionary Society (IMS) in Varanasi, a city holy to Hinduism in northern India.
The history of these "Devotees of Christ", the literal translation of the movement’s Hindi name, fascinated the 1,500 delegates who attended the recently concluded Indian Mission Congress. It also raised many questions.
Fr Anil Dev, a delegate for the IMS, told the story. For the past 17 years, he has lived at the Matridham Ashram in Varanasi, the Khrist Bhakta centre, and described his experience as an Indian missionary among the Devotees of Christ.
How was Khrist Bhakta born? 
"The movement is the result of the Satsangs (prayer meetings) held at the Ashram in 1993-1994.
At present, at least 4,000 people come every Sunday to attend such meetings out of about 30,000 members of this devotional movement, more than the total number of Catholics in the diocese.
Most Khrist Bhakta members come from a reality of spiritual and social bondage; many suffer enslavement in a patriarchal society.
Ours is primarily a movement of spiritual liberation. Encountering the Gospel is a life-changing experience; it gives a new identity, a culture of prayer and brotherhood that transforms people and the society in which they live."
Yet these Jesus devotees stay with their faith. Why?
The Gospel is for everyone, not only for those who desire baptism, if these poor illiterate people, as well as educated people, come here to enrich their lives with the teachings of Jesus Christ. That in itself is evangelisation.
The Khrist Bhakta remains a movement for non-Christians and we are open to the Lord’s suggestions. For now, as Saint Paul put it, "Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Gospel."
What draws these "devotees"?
People find inspiration in the person of Jesus and his teachings. They are attracted to his suffering and his love for the poor. The experience of expressive praying, especially in community, which is not in the mainstream Hindu religious system, is a new experience that gives them a sense of freedom and contentment. Many of the Khrist Bhakta suffer social obstacles and often ostracism and here relate to a personal and living God. They experience the freedom of a relationship, free from fear, with a Father who unconditionally loves as opposed to deities who need to be propitiated.
How can you be fascinated by the Gospel and not convert?
First, we must accept the movement is a work of the Holy Spirit; it was initiated, strengthened and led by the Holy Spirit alone. Secondly, in appreciation of the values of the Lord, devotees gradually achieve certain conformity with Jesus Christ and begin to live out his values. So far though, few have asked to be baptised.
Have you ever been threatened or attacked by Hindu extremists for your work?
Why should they? We do not force anyone to come to us. All we do is freely communicate the teachings of Jesus. Some people come from neighbouring towns and villages, some walk great distances to attend out Satsangs, and they return home, transformed, their lives and burden lightened and continue to remain in their own culture. Why should anyone persecute us?

From: prabhu To: matridham@rediffmail.com ; matridham@sify.com 

Cc: nirmala_carvalho@rediffmail.com ; Santvana Community ; santvanadelhi@gmail.com ; shineyalexy@gmail.com ; Santhosh Chittilappilly ; dheerajsabu@gmail.com ; frdsabu@catholic.org ; Fr.Dheeraj Sabu ; Harshit Dev IMS ; anand mathew ; georgepadiims@rediffmail.com ; kjpaulims@yahoo.com ; imsranchiregion@sancharnet.in ; sajiims@gmail.com ; sangeetims@rediffmail.com ; satishims@gmail.com ; marshims@rediffmail.com ; shashi_ims@rediffmail.com ; asudilims@yahoo.co.in ; sumeshims@gmail.com ; tilak_ims@rediffmail.com
charisindia@gmail.com ; nco ; cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:11 AM

Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS

Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 9:12 AM

Dear Fr. Anil Dev IMS, Fr Dheeraj Sabu IMS and Santvana community members,

I was shocked to read Nirmala Carvalho's report on Fr Anil Dev, reproduced above, about one of his statements at the recently concluded Indian Missionary Congress in Mumbai. It seems to suggest that St Paul avoided baptizing or it was not his calling/mission, and confined himself only to preaching, and so, following the example of St Paul is what Fr. Anil Dev is doing at Matridham Ashram in Varanasi. 
If that is Fr Anil Dev's interpretation of "as Saint Paul put it, "Christ did not send me to baptise, but to preach the Gospel."", then I think that it has been interpreted out of context.

Please correct me if I am wrong or if Ms. Carvalho has not quoted you correctly.

I have copied immediately below Reverend Fr. George Leo Haydock's [1774-1849 AD] commentary on the related verses of 1 Corinthians as well as the Introduction penned by him. For over a hundred years his commentary was used by Catholics all around the world, it is still available from traditionalist presses. 

It is very, very clear from this commentary that St Paul was not saying that he was not baptizing and only preaching, but was speaking in a different context of the local problems in Corinth.

I. CORINTHIANS - Introduction. 

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL, THE APOSTLE, TO THE CORINTHIANS.

Corinth was the capital of Achaia, a very rich and populous city, where St. Paul had preached a year and a half, and converted a great many. See Acts xviii. 10. Now having received a letter from them, (chap. vii. 1) and being informed of divers disputes and divisions among them, (chap. i. ver. 11.) he wrote this letter to them, and sent it by the same persons, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, who had brought him their letter, chap. xvi. 17. It was written about the year 56, not from Philippi, as it is commonly marked at the end of the Greek copies, but rather from Ephesus. The subject and main design of this Epistle was to take away the divisions among them about the talents and merits of those who had baptized and preached to them, and to settle divers matters of ecclesiastical discipline. The Apostle justifieth his mission, and his manner of preaching, chap. i, ii, iii, and iv. He teacheth them what was to be done with the man guilty of a scandalous sin of incest, chap. v. He speaks of sins against chastity; of matrimony; and of the state of continency, chap. vi and vii. Of meats offered to idols, chap. viii. Of his manner of conversing with them, and what their conversation ought to be, chap. ix. and x. Of the holy sacrament of the Eucharist, chap. xi. Of the different gifts of the Holy Ghost, and how to employ them, chap. xii, xiii, and xiv. Of the faith of the resurrection, chap. xv. Of charitable contributions, and of his design of coming again to them, chap. xvi. (Witham) --- St. Paul having planted the faith in Corinth, where he had preached a year and a half, and converted a great many, went to Ephesus. After being there three years, he wrote this first Epistle to the Corinthians, and sent it by the same persons, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, who had brought their letter to him. It was written about twenty-four years after our Lord's ascension, and contains several matters appertaining to faith and morals, and also to ecclesiastical discipline. (Challoner)

1 Corinthians 1

I. CORINTHIANS - Chapter I.

Ver. 1. Paul called to be an apostle. St. Paul had preached to the Corinthians, and had remained a long time with them, to instruct and confirm them in the faith. During his absence, the faithful of Corinth were divided into several parties, on occasion of some new teachers, who had come amongst them. (Calmet) --- It was to heal the wounds caused by these divisions, that the present epistle was written. (St. Thomas Aquinas; Haydock) --- And Sosthenes. There are various conjectures made concerning the person St. Paul here mentions. Some are of opinion that this Sosthenes is the same mentioned, Acts xviii. 17. who was beaten before the tribunal of Gallio, proconsul of Achaia, when St. Paul was carried before that magistrate. Eusebius says, that Sosthenes was one of the 72 disciples, and a different person from the one mentioned in Acts. Estius takes him to be St. Paul's secretary. The common opinion is, that he was a great sufferer for the faith at Corinth, and St. Paul here mentions him as a man worthy their imitation. (Calmet) 

Ver. 2. In every place of theirs and ours. Inasmuch as among Christians in all places there ought to be such an union of faith, and conformity of discipline, as if they were all in one place. (Witham) 

Ver. 4. That is given you in, or by Christ Jesus.[1] Where we may take notice with St. Chrysostom for the understanding of other places, that in, is many times put for by or through. 

Ver. 5. Rich in him in all knowledge. The apostles never addressed any epistle, except to persons who had been previously converted to the faith. Nor is it reasonable to expect, that infidel and pagan nations, merely by reading the inspired writings, will be able, by the light that is in them, to elicit from the said book the truths of religion. Would they not be tempted to worship the wily serpent, that succeeded in deceiving Eve? and how will they know that this serpent is the devil? (Haydock)

Ver. 6. As the testimony of Christ, what Christ testified and taught was confirmed in you, that is, your faith in Christ hath been confirmed by those graces and gifts which you received from the Holy Ghost at your baptism, and when by imposition of hands you were confirmed by me, or some other bishop. (Witham)

Ver. 10. & . That there is no schism....contentions. To hinder these, was the chief design of this letter; one saying, I am of Paul, & each party bragging of their master by whom they had been baptized, and made Christians. I am of Apollo, the eloquent preacher, and I of Cephas, the head of the apostles, and of the whole Church; whilst others, the only party not to be blamed, contented themselves with saying, and I am of Christ. --- Is Christ divided? Is not your salvation, is not your justification in baptism, and all gifts from him? (Witham) 

Ver. 11. Of Chloe. It is worthy our observation, that St. Paul does not here mention any one person in particular, lest he might expose any one to the resentment of the rest, but mentions only in general terms the house of Chloe. (St. Chrysostom; Theophylactus)

Ver. 12. Chloe was a Christian woman of Corinth. Apollo is the person mentioned, Acts xviii. 24. & Cephas is St. Peter, so called in the Syriac tongue. (Bible de Vence) 

Ver. 13. Was Paul crucified for you? Though says St. Augustine brothers may die for brothers, yet the blood of no martyr is shed for the remission of a brother's sin. See also St. Leo the Great, serm. xii. de pass. Dom. 
Ver. 14. I give God thanks that I baptized none of you, but, & c. It is strange that Quakers should from hence pretend, that St. Paul condemned baptism, when he only tells them, he is glad they were baptized by some other, rather than by him, lest they should say, they were baptized in his name, or think that baptism had a greater virtue, when given by a minister of greater sanctity; whereas it is Christ only, who is the chief minister, who gives grace in baptism, and in the other sacraments. This makes him say, was Paul crucified for you, & . He tells them the occasion why he baptized few, because he was sent chiefly to preach and to be their apostle, whereas other inferior ministers were employed in baptizing. (Witham) 

Ver. 17. & . Not to baptize. That is, the first and principal intent, in my vocation to the apostleship, was to preach the gospel, before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel. (Acts chap. ix. 15.) To baptize is common to all, but to preach is peculiarly the function of an apostle. (Estius; Menochius; Grotius) --- I was sent to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of speech, and as he says in the next chapter, (ver. 13.) not in the persuasive words of human wisdom, & . The Spirit of God, which guided the thoughts and pen of St. Paul, and the other sacred writers, inspired them to deliver the gospel-truths with great simplicity, without the ornaments of an artificial human eloquence, lest the cross of Christ should be made void, lest the conversion of the world might be attributed to any human means, and not to the power of God, and of Christ crucified. (Witham) 
The response from Fr. Dheeraj Sabu IMS:
From: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 12:39 PM

Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho / INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS

Hi Prabhu, Thanks for your mail. In the process of evangelization initial step is sowing of the seed. Request for baptism is the response that is expected from those who hear the word. Decision is theirs. It should not be forced up on any one, nor should it be denied to those who sincerely ask for it. If Fr. Anil Dev had denied it to any one or opposed baptism please let me know. He is just focusing on the sowing of the seed or initial proclamation, which I find something beautiful and important. May be his charism are limited. So I would suggest that you allow him to carry the mission the Lord has chosen him to do.
I would be happy if you could set a model of true evangelization as per your understanding. Kindly begin a ministry of preaching the word of God to multitudes of people and baptizing them. That will be a good example and model to all the missionaries including Fr. Anil Dev. 
With best wishes,
Fr. Dheeraj Sabu.

From: prabhu To: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu, dheerajsabu@gmail.com Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 8:33 PM Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS 

Dear Fr Dheeraj,

Thank you for your prompt reply to my critique.

1. I fully concur with you on the first section of your response. I do not deny that what Fr Anil Dev is doing is a form of evangelization. He is "sowing the seed". Let someone else baptize. But, as you will see from the UCAN report on Dr. Dubey, below, no one will baptize.

What I found problematic is Fr Anil Dev's eagerness to disassociate himself from baptizing. In my opinion there was no need for him to even say that in his address to the Indian Mission Congress, unless he was anxiously trying to distance himself from the issue of converting non-Catholics and affirm that he cannot be accused of it, as is every Bishop in India today. 

One can see in reports from Korea, Vietnam and other Asian nations that the statistics of conversions to Catholics are in the thousands. Why does the Indian Church not make any claim? Do we now want to be missionaries but not martyrs?

Since you asked me some personal questions, I would like to know from you and Fr Anil Dev how many baptisms have been conducted at Matridham Ashram during all these years of evangelization. I am confident that no one will provide a figure -- if there is any officially available -- out of fear. If you give me a figure I will be proud to publish it if the IMS Fathers are not afraid.
2a. I always identify myself as a Catholic evangelist and apologist. I witness that way when I travel outside on mission. I too was doing "safe" ministry in the charismatic renewal from 1982 to 1992. Now, my work on New Age attacks the very fundamentals of the philosophies and religious foundations of Hinduism when I denounce Catholic promotion of yoga, OM chanting etc. My work is not hidden but on my website where my Chennai contact details are given, exposing me to the possibility of attack from Hindu fundamentalists.

Please name me any ministry in India that warns Catholics in such an open way, thus opening itself to possible attack?

On the other hand, Matridham Ashram uses Gayatri mantra, yoga, meditation and OM chanting to attract non-Christians! Where will there be a danger from militant Hindus when there is no difference between Catholics and them?

2b. Note Richard Mascarenhas' genuine and deep concern [his letter below] about the use of OM in a charismatic convention in Muscat. 

In your meeting with me at Cletus Vincent's home in Chennai in 2006, you had affirmed that you cannot accept the use of "OM". Why then do you permit its use in Matridham Ashram and elsewhere in the IMS Fathers' ministries without objecting to it?

After a study of all the IMS websites, I have written a report about the New Age promoted by the IMS congregation in Alleppey and Varanasi. 
If you would visit my website www.ephesians-511.net, you would find the section on the IMS errors on pages 26-31 of the 64 page report titled SANGAM INTEGRAL FORMATION AND SPIRITUALITY CENTRE, GOA-NEW AGE PSYCHOLOGY, ETC. http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SANGAM_INTEGRAL_FORMATION_AND_SPIRITUALITY_CENTRE_GOA-NEW_AGE_PSYCHOLOGY_ETC.doc.
In that report, I have documented that, at Matridham, apart from yoga sessions, Gayatri mantra, etc., "several bhajans and the Litany of Our Lady incorporate the mantra ‘OM’." 
Matridham is also a member of the seditious New Age Catholic Ashrams movement and the Ashram Aikya Satsangh [convention] was held there last year! These Ashram leaders want autonomy from Rome, and meditation to replace Eucharistic Adoration [see my report on the CATHOLIC ASHRAMS] and yet Fr Anil Dev is a member of their Aikya!!!

At your Alleppey centre, "a 'popular Charismatic renewal centre', 'The IMS team numbering more than four hundred strong' uses, among other things, 'Traditional Indian ways of praying and meditation soothen the frayed nerves and tired bodies. Praying of Bhajans, Yogic exercises, profuse use of Indian classical music, simple life style, Pranic healing, etc. are some of the significant characteristics of IMS… A strong team of voluntary counselor trained in T.A., N.L.P, Gestalt and Pranic healing at the service of the seekers during week days round the year'."

Mr. Cyril John and other national leaders and the regional leaders of Goa have received information about this report in July 2009. None have had the courage or courtesy to respond because they know that my findings are correct.
Father Anil Dev, how will you explain the missionary work being conducted by the IMS side by side with hard core New Age?
2c. I am serving in a ministry that requires much moral courage, going against the tide and bringing no rewards or accolades. I cannot understand how you can criticize what I am doing. Charismatic leaders like you should support my ministry in every way and help eliminate the errors that I expose instead of condemning me or blacklisting me as many are doing.

Santvana is doing good ministry and my relatives [under my guidance] and I have been benefactors of your good work in the initial stages, but we were obliged to withdraw when

i) many of my ministry letters and reports remained unanswered and unacknowledged though I continued to receive updates from you all both by email and by postal mail;

ii) the New Age practices by the IMS Fathers have become institutionalized and the money donated is spent to spiritually harm Catholics by introducing them to these practices in the name of retreats etc. and also to propagate these practices on the websites which again costs money;

iii) one of your senior community members has actually BLOCKED all mails from my id. I had informed this sad issue several times to your [name withheld] who used to send me your updates, but what I pointed out was conveniently ignored by him. I had also written to you and to Fr. Anil Dev about this, naming the person, on August 26, 2008, but you did not respond.
3. During the recent attacks on Christians, all our Bishops and Cardinals repeatedly denied converting anyone, even going to the extent of saying that it was the Protestants/Pentecostals that are engaging in conversion. 

I, if asked by anyone, would not deny that. I would be ready to be martyred for proselytizing, which I do at every opportunity. In my small capacity, I have assisted several lay people to receive Baptism which however the PRIESTS were reluctant to administer!

I appreciate your suggestion, but as a lay Catholic, I am not permitted under normal circumstances, to baptize anyone, which you surely must know; by now I would have baptized many if I could.
4. Please read this report which only supports my contentions. Note that Dr. Dubey had little or no good to say about Catholic priests. The American Jesuit baptized Dubey only when he knew he was dying and it was safe! Imagine withholding baptism from someone for 25 years!!!:

'Forced Conversion A Myth' 

http://www.ucanews.com/2008/10/21/forced-conversion-a-myth/
Bettiah, October 21, 2008 
Allegations by Hindu radicals that Christians forcibly convert poor Hindus is a myth, says a 50-year-old Hindu-Brahmin convert to Catholicism.
Christians form barely 2.3 percent of India's 1.02 billion people, and they would not dare forcibly convert a Hindu, says Prakash Chand Dubey, who had to wait 26 years to become a Catholic. More than 80 percent of India's people are Hindus.

Dubey, who stays in Bettiah, in the eastern Indian state of Bihar, credits an American Jesuit missioner for bringing him closer to Jesus. The biggest hurdle in becoming a Catholic, in fact, was objections by some Catholic priests. Dubey says he still cannot understand why they delayed his request for baptism.
In this commentary for UCA News, he explains why and how he became a Catholic and accuses Hindu extremists of using false propaganda to make Hindus hate Christians.
The commentary follows:

Pro-Hindu parties control several states in India now. Ironically, fundamentalist Hindus prop up the myth of forced conversion in these states. Orissa and Karnataka are the classic examples where such allegations have triggered violence.
Scores of Christians have been brutally murdered. The stark apathy of the state security forces has shockingly exacerbated Christians' helplessness and fueled a cult of impunity among marauding hordes of Hindu extremists.
I firmly believe the Hindu extremists rake up the issue of forced conversion for two reasons. First, it helps them sway simple Hindus to suspect and gradually despise Christians as the foes of Hinduism. Second, the conversion bogey offers the Hindu radicals a strong tool to woo rich and devout Hindu industrialists and traders from all over India. These business people contribute billions of rupees to defend Hinduism against the alleged Christian onslaught. Available cogent statistics indicate Hindu radical outfits such as Bajrang Dal (party of the strong and stout) and Vishwa Hindu Parishad (world Hindu council) wangle more than 100 billion rupees (US$2.04 billion) annually from mesmerized Hindus.
I can firmly affirm that forced conversion is a myth, because I was a convert to Christianity, barely 11 years ago. I have crossed 50 years and believe my conversion was the work of the Lord, not of any human being. It is the same with all who have chosen Lord Jesus as their savior.
I solemnly affirm that none ever even tried to cajole (what to talk of forcing?) me to become a Christian. I discern force or inducement cannot convert anyone. Rather it is a spontaneous call that only the Lord alone decides. No doubt, certain individuals (priests and nuns) who authentically live the Gospel message do play a catalytic role to help people to respond to the call of the Holy Spirit to come to the Christ's embrace.
This is what happened with me. An American Jesuit, the late Father Joseph O'Brien, played this catalytic role in my conversion. However, the priest never even whispered to me to accept Christianity. I call this incredible, because many including some other priests, who knew our relationship and my growing inclination toward Lord Jesus, suspected the American Jesuit used to give me money.
Such suspicion had cropped up because Father O'Brien was reputed for helping thousands of refugees from Bangladesh settle in northern Bihar. He used to get funds from his family and friends in the United States for the purpose. However, the priest had never told any refugee to become Christian. I know hundreds of refugees who received help from the American Jesuit. But none of them is a Christian.
In my case, however, the Jesuit was my bridge to Jesus. He was my class teacher in the ninth grade in Bettiah's Khrist Raja (Christ the king) High School in 1971. I had approached him for coaching in English, since I came from a semi-literate family where English was alien. Father O'Brien readily agreed to help. He taught me the language for almost four years even after he retired from the school.
The priest's selfless, simple and prayerful life and acts of generosity immensely touched me. I managed to get a Hindi Bible and prayed with it. Gradually, the Lord began to reveal his graces and love to me.
After my 10th grade I mustered the courage to tell Father O'Brien I yearned to become a Catholic. He smiled but simply said to wait and keep on praying.
I left my hometown and stayed at various places to carry on my studies. I traveled to Europe and Africa for my doctoral works and received my doctorate in 1990. On my return to Bettiah, I would visit the priest every day, and I repeated my request. But he still counseled me to wait some more.
I had virtually given up the hope for baptism when suddenly the Jesuit told me in October 1997 that if I wished, I could receive baptism. On Oct. 12 that year, an Indian Jesuit baptized me. Three days later the American Jesuit died at the age of 86.
A day after my baptism and two days before his death, Father O'Brien divulged to me that he had been seeking permission for my baptism since 1974, but his superiors always declined. His age had probably prevailed upon his superiors eventually to his request. However, I take the delay as the work of the Holy Spirit.
My conversion journey began in 1971 but concluded more than 25 years later in 1997. I still do not know why Church leaders relentlessly declined my request for baptism. Meanwhile, I was blessed with a wife and two children.
My conversion exposes the myth of forced conversion. In fact, the Indian Church seems to be reluctant to even proclaim the Gospel among people of other faiths. This is especially so after foreign missioners passed on the Church's leadership to Indians.
The Church spotlight has turned to eradication of illiteracy and empowerment of the weak and poor. The Church is more focused on project-oriented programs and ensures its work does not have even a whiff of proselytization.

Against such a backdrop, I wonder why Hindu extremists accuse the Church of forced conversion.
Most priests and nuns in my region do not accept me as an integral part of the Church, although I have cordial relations with most. Some priests and nuns who trust my faith in Jesus have confided to me that their colleagues are skeptical about my faith. This is the most haunting challenge for me.
However, this has not wilted my faith. I laugh when I hear such things about my faith. Of course, my laughter has a mix of despair and resentment. Nevertheless, this helps me snuggle to the Lord more fervently through prayers and total surrender. I don't worry what others think about me. My only concern is that the Lord should not suspect my faith. I am grateful to the Lord for he manifests his trust in me through manifold graces.
Another major challenge stems from my Hindu friends and relatives. I have not suffered any persecution at their hands, but they do sometimes taunt me bitterly under the garb of jokes. I don't take umbrage because I know they have no inkling of the unique journey of my conversion.
I believe my conversion is a call from Jesus, otherwise it would not have happened amid suspicious Catholic priests. My conversion is a special gift from the Lord which even Catholic priests envy. This also implies that I am bound to suffer. As a devotee of Jesus, I have to carry my cross. However, I am convinced the Lord will eventually vindicate my faith.
MY COMMENT POSTED TO UCAN ON October 26, 2009, still "under moderation" after more than 48 hours!!!: 

Your interview with Mr. Dubey shows clearly many truths:

a. People are becoming Catholic not because of any zealous missionary efforts, but DESPITE them.

b. There is no positive, pro-active evangelization by the Catholic Church as required by Ecclesia in Asia, etc.

c. Potential converts are discouraged by the very priests who should be welcoming them. I have personal testimonies.

d. There is definitely no "forced conversions" as the Bishops are always parrot-like repeating. But what they do not say is that there is no proselytization as the earlier missionaries did which is why they came to India in the first place, without which most of us would not be here today.

e. Dubey confirms that the Church is engaged in the pursuit of other fields of activity [social justice, etc.] not directly related to evangelization.

f. The new convert remains marginalized by the Catholic community that he has joined.

I think that what Prakash Chand Dubey has said is more an indictment of the hierarchial Indian Church than a denial of "forced conversions".
What Mr. Dubey may not be aware of is that trained and committed LAY CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES are bringing more people to the Faith than are priests.

Prakash Chand, you inspire us. We welcome you, even though belatedly. We thank God for the gift of you to us, the Church in India. God bless you, Michael Prabhu, Chennai michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
5. I am not alone in my thinking. Here is a letter that I received from Richard Mascarenhas in Muscat: 
From: Richard Mascarenhas To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2009 10:57 AM 

Subject: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS

Dear Prabhu,
Fr Anil Dev probably is using St Paul to hide his fears of being persecuted and yet be available for preaching the message of Christ.  His answer to the last question says that he can carry out his preaching since no one can target him for converting.  Can one, convinced of Christ remain not committed or converted?  Is his teaching really bearing fruit or is it just a feel good exercise both for Fr Anil and the devotees who flock to the Ashram.  However, satisfying is that at least he is doing the work of sowing the seed which many today don’t even want to do it....  Just my thoughts on your sharing.....  My understanding from the article is, if someone should ask for baptism he would not shirk from his responsibility.
Sometime September end I had sent an email to you asking for the article on "OM" from your website. I browsed through your website and I could not find it.  Finally I decided to write to you.  The Charismatic Convention that we had here was really very good except that the opening prayer-dance that was put up was with a song in Malayalam with am "Om" song.   Sad that such a wonderful convention had to begin in this way.  I immediately wrote to you so that if I have something I could then speak to some of the organisers.  A DVD is prepared and is now being copied for distribution and you can understand so many homes will have this wrong thing played that people with lack of knowledge will take it to be very Catholic.  Today while I was at Mass, this thought came to me so strong and very disturbing.  I want to at least bring this to the notice of the English Prayer Group who were the support for this Convention.  They have so far not allowed any New Age propaganda to enter into the Prayer Meetings but how it happened at the Convention (the song was the only thing) is not known, though my guess is Fr.  Christudas, the Convenor could be the one.
If you could send me the article on OM it could be of great help.  God Bless. Love Richie, Muscat-Oman
God bless you Fr. Dheeraj Sabu, Michael Prabhu
The response from Fr. Dheeraj Sabu IMS:
From: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 9:57 AM

Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS

Hi Prabhu, Thanks for your mail. 
I do not think your being a critic and warning Catholics would bring threat to your life. Whereas Fr. Anil Dev and the Ashram has faced many threats for preaching the Gospel. They did not get frightened and stop the mission.
If you were working in a mission area, facing the problem there, carrying out a fruitful mission and then serving as critic, surely your words would have carried a lot of weight. When I talk to you and read your mails I appreciate some of your observations, (I had communicated to you once when we happened to meet each other) at the same time I get the feeling that you do not understand the mission, its needs and approaches. I think, that could be the reason why people prefer to ignore your mails.
Now I am in Kerala, came here for a medical check-up and treatment. I do cannot not spend more time before the computer. May the Holy Spirit guide you.
Yours in the Lord,
Fr. Dheeraj Sabu

From: prabhu To: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu Cc: Derrick D'Costa Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2009 3:46 PM

Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS
Dear Fr Dheeraj Sabu,

"Appreciating some of my observations" is not good enough. Since I do exactly only one type of ministry, either what I do is completely right, or it is completely wrong. It cannot be partially correct or good in some parts. You know that. Everyone in the Renewal and the CBCI knows that. 

And that is precisely why there has been no single official condemnation of my ministry in the last 10 years that I am engaged in it.

When I release my report exclusively on the New Age in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India, again, as always, my documentation will be thorough and documented, and no one will be able to refute it. Because the New Age has now infiltrated priests and lay persons in the highest echelons of the CCR, it has completely stifled the voice of prophecy and dissent.

When I took up the crusade to stop the sale of the erroneous and Hinduised St Paul's New Community Bible from June 2008, hundreds of people supported me by giving letters and these are available on my website. I was also interviewed by the vernacular [Tamil] press, national news agencies and UCAN and my views were published in local and national newspapers. So, my work is not hidden as is the work of other Catholic ministries. Even if their work is seen publicly, it does not bring threat to them because they always deny that they are proselytizing. Quite a few senior leaders in the CCR supported my initiative against the NCB. Those who preferred not to, ALL of them in their hearts know that I am correct and that I am the only one who dares to speak against error in the Church and in the CCR. The reason that they keep silent is that they fear man more than God or they want to have safe and popular ministries. Surely compromise and partiality and the like cannot be the work of the Holy Spirit. Those are qualities that you will never associate with my ministry. Since I have now so many enemies among the Bishops and CCR leaders for having exposed their errors, the question that begs an answer is that if I am wrong or misguided, why is it that no one in the Church has been able to publicly condemn me, saying that I am wrong and warning Catholics against associating with me and my ministry?

The answer is surely because they can find no fault with what I write because I am correct. That is why, Father, you could not or would not respond to all the information that I gave you in my last letter about the New Age in your IMS congregation. If anyone can justify it or show that I am wrong, I am prepared to quit my ministry. I have written the very same to all the Bishops of India, but not one has condemned my work. Neither has Rome which gets copies of all my reports and acknowledges some of them. Instead I receive letters of support from some bishops, priests and theologians, EVEN IN ROME!

When I met you in Chennai, Father, at the home of multi-millionaire Mr. Cletus Vincent, I had cautioned you about him and his religious beliefs. He left the Church soon after and has joined the Pentecostals, I am informed. Even in his case, I had warned Catholics about his association with former Catholics turned Pentecostals in a report "The Army of Jesus". Every single Catholic in ministry who came to this rich man's house received money and favours from him and he would then boast about it to others. These include the Potta fathers, whom he would name with the amounts of money given by him. I believe that I am the only person whom he could not influence, as his wife will confirm, and I had warned her too about the direction that he was heading and even gave a copy of my report to him when it was ready. Cletus had told me that his ambition was to see that every Catholic priest in major ministries and retreat centres would be his guest and he sought my help with to influence some priests who are close to me. 

I declined to help him influence them. He boasted to me how he could control all the great charismatic preachers with his riches.

One of your community members has a parent -- who is in full time ministry -- in Chennai. When I remarked that you should have instead been staying with his poor family and not with Cletus, he (Jolly Sebastian) simply and briefly replied that he could not afford to give you all the luxuries and conveniences and pay your medical bills as Cletus was doing. 

Since I am in full time ministry since 1993, Father, and have NO income at all, I too need a lot of money every month just to meet my domestic needs, including heavy medical bills for me and my wife. I also need money for my ministry. But when I have been invited to give talks in Mumbai or Bangalore or Goa or Mangalore, I first ensure that no love-offering is taken in my name and I do not even accept reimbursement for my travel. This has ensured that people like Cletus do not get an opportunity to talk. Yet, the Lord has always met my every need, Father. 

I would like to close by adding that some of my hosts and benefactors, two of whom are present Regional Chairmen of the CCR and one is a past Chairman, and the latest are the Goa leaders [see SANGAM report] now figure in the reports on my website when I found that they were involved in error and refused to correct it when I pointed out to them. It means that I cannot preach again in their cities! Like all the other leaders and preachers, I could have chosen to be silent and look the other way and I would have benefited greatly. But, Father, I fear what I would have to answer my Lord when I stand before the Judgement Seat.

By God's grace, I have not let the favour of man or possibility of popular ministry influence my actions and words.

Here is a letter that I just received today from a European THEOLOGIAN on the KristBhakta issue about which I had enquired. [It is one of SEVERAL letters that I received, including from priests]:
Dear Michael,
I received your message and also the beautiful reply to your question by Derrick D'Costa. [] The commentary on 1 Corinthians]. I am at present in XXX in India giving a retreat to some XXXXX sisters.

I have no element to reply, since I have no biblical document (Commentaries) with me, but I know that according to our Faith (proceeding with the analogy of Faith) God has given the mandate to Church to go to the ends of the earth in order to preach the Gospel to every human being and then to baptize them if they are ready.
The argumentation presented by Derrick are very good and I don't think there is anything to change.
Congratulations for your search for doctrinal purity.
I will be passing to Chennai on the 8, 9 and 10th November. The 10th November at 8:45 am I will take the Coromandel express going to Kolkata. I hope to see you again, if it is God's will.
Do you have any news about the New Community Bible? In Saint Paul's bookshop in Bangalore, they told that the new version was about to be published before Christmas. This new version would be a modified version of the first print.
If you know more, let me know. With my fraternal love and prayers Take care of yourself. Father XXXXXXXXXX
Father Dheeraj, personally I have high regards for you and I pray sincerely for your health and your ministry, Michael

From: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu To: prabhu Sent: Friday, October 30, 2009 9:21 AM Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands of Hindus fascinated by Christ by Nirmala Carvalho/ INDIAN MISSION CONGRESS

My dear Prabhu, 
Thanks for your mail. I did not question your credibility or validity of your ministry, instead I tried to point out drawbacks of your approach. I feel, that my comments have made you feel insecure and angry. You have come out with vehement defense of yourself and with accusations against me. I do not wish to give explanations for your accusations. Let God defend me if I am right or punish me if I am wrong. So I wish to close correspondence with you since it does not seem to do any good. But I do not withdraw my love and prayer for you.
Lovingly in Christ,
Fr. Dheeraj Sabu 

From: prabhu To: Fr. Dheeraj Sabu Sent: Friday, October 30, 2009 10:36 AM

Subject: Re: Khrist Bhakta: tens of thousands…
My very dear Fr. Dheeraj,

I thank you for writing to me patiently thrice.

I do not feel insecure, or angry either. There is no room for that in my ministry. If I could feel that way, I would have given up long, long ago. I walk very closely in the will of the Lord in a prophetic ministry and do not let emotions guide my actions or reactions.

I re-read my letter to you just now. I could not find that I have accused you of anything. In fact, I was trying to show you, in a case familiar to you, that my actions and words cannot be influenced by anyone. I speak the Lord's word impartially and whatever the cost.

I believe that you are a very good man, a very holy priest, and I love you very much. I have no negative thoughts about you. You could not have foreseen what type of man Cletus Vincent is. 

I do not see anything wrong or New Age in your ministry or community of Santvana. I do not find anything lacking in you or your ministry except that that I have not found that you have tried to stop the New Age among the IMS fathers of your congregation. I pray that you will eventually do so. 

As a small token of my confidence in you and Santvana, please accept a love-offering from my family and ministry which I will send to the Community next month. I was very happy to know how you put up your new centre in Delhi against great odds.

Please also forgive me if I hurt you in any way. I am always grateful for your prayers and will remember you especially in this Year of the Priest. I understand if you will not reply to me again after this correspondence. 
Sincere love, Michael

*

From the Internet
http://imsmatha.org/mainab.htm:
Indian Missionary Society (IMS), an institute of pontifical status, now ministers to the people of god in 73 centres of 28 dioceses spread throughout the breadth and length of country and abroad. 

IMS Dhyana Bhavan, a branch of Indian Missionary Society is a popular Charismatic renewal centre, catering specially to South India and ministering to people from all walks of life and religious background. The Renewal movement has now grown into a multipronged and power packed spiritual revolution under Fr. Prashant, as its director.
The IMS team numbering more than four hundred strong, supports the centre to radiate the divine power and healing to an ever growing circle of grace. The team members serve without expecting any remuneration 

IMS witnesses to crowds as large as fifty thousand in one single night on last Saturdays of the month.

Traditional Indian ways of praying and meditation soothen the frayed nerves and tired bodies. Praying of Bhajan, Yogic exercises, profuse use of Indian classical music, simple life style, Pranic healing, etc. are some of the significant characteristics of IMS… A strong team of voluntary counselor trained in T.A., N.L.P, Gestalt and Pranic healing at the service of the seekers during week days round the year.

IMS Dhyana Bhavan is a branch of Delhi Province of the Indian Missionary Society.
You may contact the provincial headquarters at V.Rev.Fr Provincial, Bharat Mata Bhavan, Main Road, Karala P.O., Delhi 110081. Phone: 011-5182943 Fax: 011-5182943

http://imsmatha.org/index.html:
The blood drenched sands of Punnapra - Vayalar (Alappuzha, Kerala, India) was waiting to be soaked with the nectar of the word of God and to be washed in the Blood of Christ. Back in 1966, the IMS was called in the plan of God to transform the very same land of freedom fighters at Punnapra. 18 years later once again, God's call gripped Fr. Vinayanand IMS to launch into the unknown waters near the sea shore of Paravoor, to sow seeds of peace and serenity. Thus the members of the IMS began a new revolution for total freedom. Imparting message of salvation where discord and destruction was the way of life. Thousands flock to the holy grounds of IMS and go home. IMS is verily a spirit filled and effective Inner moulding system that transforms individuals into new creation.  

http://imsmatha.org/mainlo.htm:
IMS is 7 Km from Alappuzha and 10 Km from Ambalapuzha on NH 47.Alappuzha can be reached both by rail and bus. The Dhyana Bhavan is at Paravoor Junction of NH 47.
http://imsmatha.org/mainsp.htm http://imsmatha.org/spritual.htm:
Counseling Ministry

Through Gestalt, NLP, Transactional Analysis and Pranic healing methods and using an eclectic approach by a group of male and female counselors on every day, especially on Mondays and last Saturday night service. Fr. Atul IMS directs this ministry.

Youth Ministry

In all, there are 8 Programs every month. Students from TVM, Kottayam and Alappuzha Medical college come together for praying and sharing. Every second Saturday Christeen gathering. Every second Sunday youth gathering .Retreat for the youth in the month of December. Youth convention for three days in the month of October. Special gathering during the Onam festival.

http://www.ims.org.in/: 

http://www.ims.org.in/gen_hm.htm:
[image: image11.jpg]JSeibisisle 1SEallids IMwsisnsyg




Extending good, cheap and friendly health facilities is a major concern in all our centers. The main beneficiaries are the marginalized and the poor.

It comprises of psycho-spiritual, Kootupuzha, Kerala.

Natural, Herbal and Therapeutic, Varanasi U.P.

Homeopathy Kootupuzha, Kerala.

Allopathic & Herbal in 34 centres.

http://www.ims.org.in/gen_prind.htm:
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The goal of ashram way of life is to attain God experience with simple life style, yogic experience, silence, meditation, manual labour and a continuous search for God. The promotion of justice, peace and interfaith harmony and collaboration. Are the common features of all the IMS ashrams.

Swami Iswar Prasad and Swami Dayanand are the pioneers of Catholic ashrams in North India till the younger generation like Swami Deendayal and Swami Anil Dev gave a new thrust to the ashramic movement in N. India.

The Matridham ashram at Varanasi is sought by people from all walks of life. The ashram is also a pioneering centre for prayer and God Experience for all the Khrist Bhaktas. Swami Anil Dev is the Acharya of this ashram.

The Bharat Mata ashram at Kurukshetra is sought by the intellectuals of the nearby University. Swami Iswar Prasad is the Acharya of this ashram.

IMS Sadhana Sadan in Kerala is an integration of the rich Indian & Christian Mysticism, Charismatic renewal, the promotion of justice, peace and interfaith harmony and collaboration.

http://www.ims.org.in/gen_iedu.htm:
Our seminaries are not mere centers of Christian religious learning but also Indian culture, philosophy, art, social and human right issues that affect the people. Students also get opportunities to learn from the Buddhist monasteries and Hindu Ashrams & from the learned monks & Acharyas of these centers.

http://www.ims.org.in/gen_spren.htm:
IMS Dhyana Bhavan, Sadhana Sadan & Cherupushpa Ashram in Kerala, Bharat Mata ashram in Haryana & Matridham Ashram in Uttar Pradesh welcome believers of all faiths to experience God's unconditional love. Thousands of devotees gather together to praise and thank God for the blessings they receive in their daily life.

http://www.ims.org.in/gen_cont.htm:
Rev. Fr. Superior General/Financial Administrator, INDIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, CHRISTNAGAR, VARANASI - 221003 (Uttar Pradesh) INDIA Phone: +91-542-2206191 Fax: +91-542-2206191

Email: imsgeneral@satyam.net.in  generalate@theims.org http://www.ims.org.in/  http://www.ims.org.in/vns_abtus.htm
The Varanasi Province has 31 mission stations with over a hundred substations in 13 dioceses. 
These dioceses are Allahabad, Daltonganj, Hazaribagh, Varanasi, Jhansi, Lucknow, Vijayapuram, Khandwa, Muzaffarpur, Patna, Gumla, Ranchi and Trichy. We engage directly with the people, involving ourselves with their day-to-day struggles whether social, religious or economic, aiming at a holistic human development…

To enter into dynamic process of inculturation in faith expression, worship, life and apostolate…

http://www.ims.org.in/vns_indch.htm:
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The message of Christ should be incarnated. Towards this we propose inculcation of Indian spiritual and cultural values in Christian life, and living of the Gospel-values in an indigenous pattern. In other words to look at the 'Good News' from an Indian point of view.

To facilitate this we have established an Ashram to hold important programmes such as Indian Christian Spiritual Experience (ICSE), Indian Spirituality Course, Yoga Sadhana, Sanyasa and Religious life retreats etc. 

ICSE is a 9-days course geared to launching an inward journey into self through meditation, reflection and prayer. Reflections on various Indian Biblical themes help the participants go deeper into self, God and mysteries of life. 

Spirituality/Contemplation

One of the vibrant centers of IMS in Varanasi is Matridham Ashram. 'Matridham' means 'the abode of Mother'. It is a center for spirituality and contemplation in a very special way it is a center for Indo-Christian spiritual experience. The Ashram is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Ashram is open to all genuine 'Seekers' irrespective of caste and creed. It is a Place of Sadhana (contemplation). The luxurious vegetation around, the birds and animals all moving around in a very homely manner are a great help for the 'Seekers' as nature has ever been a source of inspiration for those who seek the Lord. Matridham Ashram is an open house for all. 

The whole community whole-heartedly welcomes all people of 'Goodwill' be they Priests, Bishops, laity, people of any faith, poor, rich or sick. All find place in Ashram. The simple huts carefully placed between the green lush trees together with the numberless birds including dozens of peacocks create a very attractive setting where every visitor feels at home. The three 'Sandhyas' and the liturgy of the day celebrated in an Indian style is found to be quite intelligible and meaningful to the visitors. The strict vegetarianism, simplicity of life and inculturation in all aspects of life make the Ashram and ashramites accessible to the seekers who hardly feel, threatened culturally in the ashram premise. Every member of Ashram-family strives to live an ashram-life and so render services to the seekers at various levels. 

The Ashram engages itself chiefly in three activities. 
1. Promotion of Indian Christian Spirituality 
2. Sharing of faith and Spiritual renewal programmes for laity. 
3. Psycho-spiritual animation to seekers 
4. Promotes inter-religious dialogue. 
The Ashram conduct more than a dozen of such programmes every year. The daily schedule include the three 'Sandhyas' (Oblation to the Triune God, morning, noon and evening) followed by guided meditation leading to contemplation. Discourses and practices of Yogasanas are part of the ashram programme.
http://www.ims.org.in/vns_md.htm:
Mission of Dialogue By bringing together people belonging to various religious and cultural communities, we promote the spirit of friendship and dialogue among various people and establish greater understanding and harmony among different sections of society. We also plan to establish East-West dialogue and collaboration, introducing cultural and religious heritage of India to the outside world, thus attaining a common consciousness and purpose for the human family. In the fast changing milieu of India and the world at large, our contribution is just the beginning at realizing the great deal of our seers that world is but one family. 

http://www.ims.org.in/vns_lay.htm:
Santvana is a pious organization of lay Evangelizers for Evangelization. 'Santvana' the word means consolation hence 'Santvana' community ministries centre around the ministry of WORD and consolation. Reason for the Emergence of Santvana Community: In 1989 Fr. Dheeraj Sabu IMS received an impelling call from the Lord to set apart himself to prepare the laity for the spread of the word of God. He organized groups and gathered people from among the catholic communities of South India and brought them to North India where the need of proclamation and evangelization is much. The Jesus Youth collaborates with him. 

http://www.ims.org.in/vns_ims.htm:
1. Pre Novitiate Programme

The students are given intensive language Course both Hindi & English. They are introduced to Indian Music both instrumental and Vocal, Yoga, meditation, exposure to social realities by village visits, youth animation, literacy programmes etc. They have Biblical & Religious formation and introduction to the IMS way of life. Those who are not done Pre-Degree studies do it in regular colleges. 

Provincial/Treasurer Varanasi Province of IMS ANJALI, Christnagar PO. : VARANASI - 221003 (UP) INDIA

Tel: +91-542-2290911, 2290449 Fax: +91-542-2290250

Email: anjaliims@rediffmail.com anjali_ims@theims.org
*
CHARISINDIA-RELATED FILES
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01 - PRO-CONTRACEPTION ARTICLE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-01.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-02 - EULOGIES AT FR. RUFUS’ FUNERAL MASS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-02.doc 

CHARISINDIA ERRORS-03 - ERRORS ABOUT FRANCIS MACNUTT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-03.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-04 - ARTICLE AUTHORSHIP WRONGLY ATTRIBUTED
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-04.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-05 - BANNED FROM THE NATIONAL CHARISMATIC CONVENTION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-05.doc 

CHARISINDIA ERRORS-06 - PROPHETIC INTERCESSION AND JERICHO MARCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-06.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07 - ERRORS IN BACK ISSUES OF CHARISINDIA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-07.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 - ERRORS ABOUT FR. THAMBURAJ AS CHAIRMAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-08.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 - AMBIGUOUS PROPHECIES?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-09.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-10 - USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU/NILAVILAKKU AT NATIONAL CONVENTION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-10.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11 - RAMPANT USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU IN THE CCR AT INAUGURAL CEREMONIES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-11.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12 - CHARISMATIC SEMINAR UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE YOGIC JESUS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-12.doc
YOGA-RELATED FILES
71 YOGA REPORTS
AFFINITY TOWARD AYURVEDA AND YOGA IN THE KERALA CHURCH AND THE MALAYALAM BIBLE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AFFINITY_TOWARD_AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA_IN_THE_KERALA_CHURCH_AND_THE_MALAYALAM_BIBLE.doc 

BANGALORE DELIVERANCE MINISTRY LEADER OBJECTS TO PRIEST’S CRITICISM OF YOGA-ENDORSING BISHOP THOMAS DABRE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BANGALORE_DELIVERANCE_MINISTRY_LEADER_OBJECTS_TO_PRIESTS_CRITICISM_OF_YOGA-ENDORSING_BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE.doc
BISHOP OF RAMANATHAPURAM RECOMMENDS YOGA THROUGH SHALOM MINISTRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BISHOP_OF_RAMANATHAPURAM_RECOMMENDS_YOGA_THROUGH_SHALOM_MINISTRIES.doc
BISHOP THOMAS DABRE BRAZENLY LIES IN PRINT AND INTERNET MEDIA ABOUT THE CHURCH POSITION ON YOGA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE_BRAZENLY_LIES_IN_PRINT_AND_ON_SOCIAL_MEDIA_ABOUT_THE_CHURCH_POSITION_ON_YOGA.doc
BRAHMA KUMARIS WORLD SPIRITUAL UNIVERSITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BRAHMA_KUMARIS_WORLD_SPIRITUAL_UNIVERSITY.doc
CAN WE NOW EXPECT THAT FR JOE PEREIRAS KRIPA FOUNDATIONS BOOKS WILL BE AUDITED

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CAN_WE_NOW_EXPECT_THAT_FR_JOE_PEREIRAS_KRIPA_FOUNDATIONS_BOOKS_WILL_BE_AUDITED.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS INFORMS PRAKASH LASRADO THAT HE USES YOGA TO PRAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_INFORMS_PRAKASH_LASRADO_THAT_HE_USES_YOGA_TO_PRAY.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS NEW AGE PROMOTION TRUST 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_NEW_AGE_PROMOTION_TRUST.doc
CATHOLIC COLLEGE CLOSES YOGA CLASSES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_COLLEGE_CLOSES_YOGA_CLASSES.doc 

CATHOLIC YOGA HAS ARRIVED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_YOGA_HAS_ARRIVED.doc
CHURCH MOUTHPIECE THE EXAMINER ACCUSED OF PROMOTING HERESY  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_MOUTHPIECE_THE EXAMINER_ACCUSED_OF_PROMOTING_HERESY.doc
COUNTRIES THAT DID NOT SUPPORT THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COUNTRIES_THAT_DID_NOT_SUPPORT_THE_INTERNATIONAL_DAY_OF_YOGA.doc
CROATIAN BISHOPS CONTINUE TO COME DOWN ON YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CROATIAN_BISHOPS_CONTINUE_TO_COME_DOWN_ON_YOGA.doc 

DIRECTOR OF SEMINARY THEOLOGY COURSE AFFIRMS YOGA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIRECTOR_OF_SEMINARY_THEOLOGY_COURSE_AFFIRMS_YOGA.doc 
DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE ERRORS-05 YOGA PROMOTED
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIVINE_RETREAT_CENTRE_ERRORS-05.doc
EXORCISTS WARN AGAINST USE OF YOGA MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXORCISTS_WARN_AGAINST_USE_OF_YOGA_MANTRAS.doc
FORMER YOGI REJECTS A CHRISTIAN ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FORMER_YOGI_REJECTS_A_CHRISTIAN_ALTERNATIVE_TO_YOGA.doc
FR ADRIAN MASCARENHAS-YOGA AT ST PATRICK'S CHURCH BANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_ADRIAN_MASCARENHAS-YOGA_AT_ST_PATRICKS_CHURCH_BANGALORE.doc
FR CAJETAN MENEZES KRIPA FOUNDATION YOGA NEW AGE AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_CAJETAN_MENEZES_KRIPA_FOUNDATION_YOGA_NEW_AGE_AND_FAMILY_MINISTRY.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-WORLD_COMMUNITY_FOR_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION-LETTERS TO THE BISHOPS AND THEIR RESPONSES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-WORLD_COMMUNITY_FOR_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION-LETTERS_TO_THE_BISHOPS_AND_THEIR_RESPONSES.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-NEW AGE ENDORSED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY AND THE CBCI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-NEW_AGE_ENDORSED_BY_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_AND_THE_CBCI.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-PLANS YOGA EVENT SPARKS DEBATE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-PLANS_YOGA_EVENT_SPARKS_DEBATE.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA SUPPORTED BY HIS BISHOPS CONTINUES TO MOCK AT CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_SUPPORTED_BY_HIS_BISHOPS_CONTINUES_TO_MOCK_AT_CATHOLICS.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA INTRODUCES MOTHER TERESAS MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY TO YOGA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_INTRODUCES_MOTHER_TERESAS_MISSIONARIES_OF_CHARITY_TO_YOGA.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA YOGA GURU CELEBRATES NAVRATRI AND GANESHOTSAV 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_YOGA_GURU_CELEBRATES_NAVRATRI_AND_GANESHOTSAV.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA YOGA GURU CONCELEBRATES AT MOTHER TERESAS CANONIZATION MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_YOGA_GURU_CONCELEBRATES_AT_MOTHER_TERESAS_CANONIZATION_MASS.doc
FR JOHN FERREIRA-YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR AT ST. PETER’S COLLEGE, AGRA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOHN_FERREIRA-YOGA_SURYANAMASKAR_AT_ST_PETERS_COLLEGE_AGRA.doc
FR JOHN VALDARIS-NEW AGE CURES FOR CANCER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOHN_VALDARIS-NEW_AGE_CURES_FOR_CANCER.doc
HINDU MOTIFS ARE NOT UNDER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS BUT CHANGE MAY BE A-COMING  http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_MOTIFS_ARE_NOT_UNDER_INTELLECTUAL_PROPERTY_RIGHTS_BUT_CHANGE_MAY_BE_A-COMING.doc 

HOLISTIC HEALTH CENTRE BANGALORE-HOMOEOPATHY AND YOGA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOLISTIC_HEALTH_CENTRE_BANGALORE-HOMOEOPATHY_AND_YOGA.doc
HOMOSEXUALIST JESUIT FR JAMES MARTIN IS A PROTAGONIST OF YOGA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOSEXUALIST_JESUIT_FR_JAMES_MARTIN_IS_A_PROTAGONIST_OF_YOGA.doc
INDIAN PRIME MINISTER PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGES HINDU GOD SHIVA AS THE FIRST YOGI  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_PRIME_MINISTER_PUBLICLY_ACKNOWLEDGES_HINDU_GOD_SHIVA_AS_THE_FIRST_YOGI.doc
INDIAN PROTESTANT PASTOR ARRESTED FOR CRITICIZING YOGA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_PROTESTANT_PASTOR_ARRESTED_FOR_CRITICIZING_YOGA.doc 

INSTITUTIONALIZED NEW AGE IN BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY, YOGA AND KRIPA FOUNDATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INSTITUTIONALIZED_NEW_AGE_IN_BOMBAY_ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY_YOGA_AND_KRIPA_FOUNDATION.doc
INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERNATIONAL_YOGA_DAY.doc
IS BISHOP DABRE FORMER CHAIRMAN DOCTRINAL COMMISSION A PROPONENT OF YOGA? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_BISHOP_DABRE_FORMER_CHAIRMAN_DOCTRINAL_COMMISSION_A_PROPONENT_OF_YOGA.doc
JESUS THE YOGI AND RESURREXIFIXES AT LITURGICAL CENTRE OF CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_THE_YOGI_AND_RESURREXIFIXES_AT_LITURGICAL_CENTRE_OF_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS.doc 
JESUS THE YOGI AND THE DANCING JESUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_THE_YOGI_AND_THE_DANCING_JESUS.doc
NARENDRA MODI SEEKS TO INTRODUCE YOGA IN ALL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NARENDRA_MODI_SEEKS_TO_INTRODUCE_YOGA_IN_ALL_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
NARENDRA MODI SEEKS TO INTRODUCE YOGA IN UNIVERSITIES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NARENDRA_MODI_SEEKS_TO_INTRODUCE_YOGA_IN_UNIVERSITIES.doc 

NEW AGE GURUS 01-SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR-THE 'ART OF LIVING'
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_GURUS_01-SRI_SRI_RAVI_SHANKAR-THE_ART_OF_LIVING.doc  
OPUS SANCTORUM ANGELORUM SAYS YOGA IS HINDU

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OPUS_SANCTORUM_ANGELORUM_SAYS_YOGA_IS_HINDU.doc 
PAPAL CANDIDATE OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAPAL_CANDIDATE_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA.doc
PILAR PRIESTS CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY-GOA ARCHBISHOP ENDORSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_PRIESTS_CELEBRATE_INTERNATIONAL_YOGA_DAY-GOA_ARCHBISHOP_ENDORSES.doc
PRAKASH LASRADO INSTIGATES YOGA GURU FR JOE PEREIRA AGAINST THIS MINISTRY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRAKASH_LASRADO_INSTIGATES_YOGA_GURU_FR_JOE_PEREIRA_AGAINST_THIS_MINISTRY.doc
PRAKASH LASRADO IS RIGHT-YOGA IS NOT UNDER INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRAKASH_LASRADO_IS_RIGHT-YOGA_IS_NOT_UNDER_INTELLECTUAL_PROPERTY_RIGHTS.doc
PRAKASH LASRADO RECOMMENDS TO INDIAN BISHOPS THE NEW AGE YOGIC MEDITATION OF A FAKE BISHOP WHO GATECRASHED A VATICAN CONCLAVE AND PROMOTES SEX TOYS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRAKASH_LASRADO_RECOMMENDS_TO_INDIAN_BISHOPS_THE_NEW_AGE_YOGIC_MEDITATION_OF_A_FAKE_BISHOP_WHO_GATECRASHED_A_VATICAN_CONCLAVE_AND_PROMOTES_SEX_TOYS.doc
RUSSIA BANS YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RUSSIA_BANS_YOGA.doc
SEXUAL PREDATORS MORE PREVALENT AMONG RABBIS PASTORS YOGIS THAN AMONG PRIESTS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEXUAL_PREDATORS_MORE_PREVALENT_AMONG_RABBIS_PASTORS_YOGIS_THAN_AMONG_PRIESTS.doc
THE BOMBAY CHURCHS YOGA GURU FR JOE PEREIRA TO ADDRESS THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT ON THE BENEFITS OF YOGA?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_BOMBAY_CHURCHS_YOGA_GURU_FR_JOE_PEREIRA_TO_ADDRESS_THE_BRITISH_PARLIAMENT_ON_THE_BENEFITS_OF_YOGA.doc
TWO YEAR OLD MILA STAUFFER DOESN’T BUY THE CLAIM THAT YOGA IS SPIRITUAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TWO_YEAR_OLD_MILA_STAUFFER_DOESNT_BUY_THE_CLAIM_THAT_YOGA_IS_SPIRITUAL.doc
U.S. CATHOLIC MAGAZINE ENDORSES NEW AGE-REIKI, YOGA AND ZEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/U_S_CATHOLIC_MAGAZINE_ENDORSES_NEW_AGE-REIKI_YOGA_AND_ZEN.doc
VISHAL JAGRITI MAGAZINE PULLS YOGA SERIES OF FR FRANCIS CLOONEY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VISHAL_JAGRITI_MAGAZINE_PULLS_YOGA_SERIES_OF_FR_FRANCIS_CLOONEY.doc
WHO HAS YOGI FR JOE PEREIRA BEEN CORRUPTING SINCE MY JANUARY 2017 REPORT? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHO_HAS_YOGI_FR_JOE_PEREIRA_BEEN_CORRUPTING_SINCE_MY_JANUARY_2017_REPORT.doc
YOGA-FATIMA CHURCH IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-FATIMA_CHURCH_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
YOGA AND THE BRAHMA KUMARIS AT A CATHOLIC COLLEGE IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_THE_BRAHMA_KUMARIS_AT_A_CATHOLIC_COLLEGE_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YOGA AT SOPHIA HIGH SCHOOL BANGALORE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_SOPHIA_HIGH_SCHOOL_BANGALORE.doc 
YOGA AT ST STANISLAUS HIGH SCHOOL ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_ST_STANISLAUS_HIGH_SCHOOL_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YOGA BANNED AT CANADIAN UNIVERSITY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_BANNED_AT_CANADIAN_UNIVERSITY.doc
YOGA CAMP FOR CHILDREN AT OUR LADY OF GUIDANCE CHURCH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_CAMP_FOR_CHILDREN_AT_OUR_LADY_OF_GUIDANCE_CHURCH.doc
YOGA DOESNT LEAD TO GOD-BISHOP JOSEPH KALLARANGATT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_DOESNT_LEAD_TO_GOD-BISHOP_JOSEPH_KALLARANGATT.doc
YOGA IN THE DIOCESE OF MANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IN_THE_DIOCESE_OF_MANGALORE.doc
YOGA IS MORE DANGEROUS THAN PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_MORE_DANGEROUS_THAN_PREVIOUSLY_THOUGHT.doc
YOGA IS MORE THAN JUST EXERCISES AND BREATHING-ARCHBISHOP 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_MORE_THAN_JUST_EXERCISES_AND_BREATHING-ARCHBISHOP.doc 

YOGA IS NOT A MEDIUM TO ATTAIN GOD-CARDINAL GEORGE ALENCHERRY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_NOT_A_MEDIUM_TO_ATTAIN_GOD-CARDINAL_GEORGE_ALENCHERRY.doc 

YOGA IS SOFT HINDUTVA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_SOFT_HINDUTVA.doc 

YOGA NOT FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT-INDIAN GOVERNMENT TO SUPREME COURT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_NOT_FUNDAMENTAL_RIGHT-INDIAN_GOVERNMENT_TO_SUPREME_COURT.doc
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR, GAYATRI MANTRA, PRANAYAMA TO BE MADE COMPULSORY IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYANAMASKAR_GAYATRI_MANTRA_PRANAYAMA_TO_BE_MADE_COMPULSORY_IN_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
YOGI ADITYANATH CLAIMS THAT NAMAZ IS SIMILAR TO SURYA NAMASKAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGI_ADITYANATH_CLAIMS_THAT_NAMAZ_IS_SIMILAR_TO_SURYA_NAMASKAR.doc
53 YOGA ARTICLES/COLLATIONS 

AYUSH-THE NEW AGE DANGERS OF 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYUSH-THE NEW AGE DANGERS OF.doc
A CATHOLIC ALTERNATIVE TO YOGA-PIETRA FITNESS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_CATHOLIC_ALTERNATIVE_TO_YOGA-PIETRA_FITNESS.doc 

AN INDIAN CATHOLIC’S PROBLEMS WITH THE CONDEMNATION OF YOGA ARE ADDRESSED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_INDIAN_CATHOLICS_PROBLEMS_WITH_THE_CONDEMNATION_OF_YOGA_ARE_ADDRESSED.doc 

AUM SHINRIKYO YOGA CULT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AUM_SHINRIKYO_YOGA_CULT.doc
AYURVEDA AND YOGA-DR EDWIN A NOYES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA-DR_EDWIN_A_NOYES.doc
AYURVEDA AND YOGA COMMON ORIGINS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA_COMMON_ORIGINS.doc 

DANGERS OF AWAKENING THE KUNDALINI IN YOGA-LIFE POSITIVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DANGERS_OF_AWAKENING_THE_KUNDALINI_IN_YOGA-LIFE_POSITIVE.doc
DEATH OF A GURU 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEATH_OF_A_GURU.doc
DELIVERANCE-CAN A CHRISTIAN BE DEMONIZED-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DELIVERANCE-CAN_A_CHRISTIAN_BE_DEMONIZED-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
LAUGHTER THERAPY OR LAUGHTER YOGA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAUGHTER_THERAPY_OR_LAUGHTER_YOGA.doc
MANTRAS YOGA WCCM CHRISTIAN MEDITATION ETC-EDDIE RUSSELL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_YOGA_WCCM_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION_ETC-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
NEW AGE AND YOGA-THE DEVIL DOESNT CARE ABOUT YOUR INTENTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_AND_YOGA-THE_DEVIL_DOESNT_CARE_ABOUT_YOUR_INTENTIONS.doc
PIYO-WHERE YOGA AND PILATES MEET 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PIYO-WHERE_YOGA_AND_PILATES_MEET.doc
PRANAYAMA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRANAYAMA.doc 

REIKI YOGA AND CENTERING PRAYER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REIKI_YOGA_AND_CENTERING_PRAYER.doc
RENUNCIATION OF YOGA SURYANAMASKAR OM-CORINNA CRAFT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
ROME WARNS CATHOLICS ABOUT YOGA AND ZEN MEDITATION SYSTEMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROME_WARNS_CATHOLICS_ABOUT_YOGA_AND_ZEN_MEDITATION_SYSTEMS.doc
SEDUCED BY THE SERPENT-YOGA AND THE DEVILS DOOR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEDUCED_BY_THE_SERPENT-YOGA_AND_THE_DEVILS_DOOR.doc 
SURYANAMAKAR-SUN SALUTE-CORINNA CRAFT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SURYANAMAKAR-SUN_SALUTE-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
THE TRUTH ABOUT YOGA-THE ENCINITAS CONTROVERSY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TRUTH_ABOUT_YOGA-THE_ENCINITAS_CONTROVERSY.doc 

TRUTH, LIES AND YOGA-ERROL FERNANDES  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRUTH_LIES_AND_YOGA-ERROL_FERNANDES.rtf
WAS JESUS A YOGI? SYNCRETISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE-ERROL FERNANDES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_JESUS_A_YOGI_SYNCRETISM_AND_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
YOGA AND CHRISTIANITY-ARE THEY COMPATIBLE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_CHRISTIANITY-ARE_THEY_COMPATIBLE.doc 

YOGA AND DELIVERANCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_DELIVERANCE.doc
YOGA ASANAS-DEVOTION IN MOTION-CORINNA CRAFT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_ASANAS-DEVOTION_IN_MOTION-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
YOGA CAN BE DANGEROUS FOR YOU 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_CAN_BE_DANGEROUS_FOR_YOU.doc 

YOGA CAN BE DANGEROUS FOR YOUR PHYSICAL HEALTH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_CAN_BE_DANGEROUS_FOR_YOUR_PHYSICAL_HEALTH.doc
YOGA IS HINDU-THE DECLARATION OF DR CANDY GUNTHER BROWN IN A US COURT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_HINDU-THE_DECLARATION_OF_DR_CANDY_GUNTHER_BROWN_IN_A_US_COURT.doc 
YOGA IS HINDU-THE HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_HINDU-THE_HINDU_AMERICAN_FOUNDATION.doc 

YOGA IS SATANIC-EXORCIST FR GABRIELE AMORTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_SATANIC-EXORCIST_FR_GABRIELE_AMORTH.doc
YOGA STOLEN FROM THE HINDUS [HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_STOLEN_FROM_THE_HINDUS.doc
YOGA TAI CHI REIKI ARE NEW AGE-BR MAX SCULLEY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_TAI_CHI_REIKI_ARE_NEW_AGE-BR_MAX_SCULLEY.doc
YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA.doc
YOGA-02
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-02.doc
YOGA-03
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-03.doc
YOGA-ANETTE IGNATOWICZ  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-ANETTE_IGNATOWICZ.doc 
YOGA-A PATH TO GOD-FR LOUIS HUGHES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-A_PATH_TO_GOD-FR_LOUIS_HUGHES.doc
YOGA AN OPEN DOOR TO THE OCCULT-FR RUFUS PEREIRA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AN_OPEN_DOOR_TO_THE_OCCULT-FR_RUFUS_PEREIRA.doc 

YOGA-ANKERBERG AND WELDON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-ANKERBERG_AND_WELDON.doc
YOGA-BRO IGNATIUS MARY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-BRO_IGNATIUS_MARY.doc
YOGA-ERIKA GIBELLO 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-ERIKA_GIBELLO.doc
YOGA-FR EZRA SULLIVAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-FR_EZRA_SULLIVAN.doc 

YOGA-MARTA ALVES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-MARTA_ALVES.doc
YOGA-MIKE SHREVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-MIKE_SHREVE.doc 

YOGA-REV DR ED HIRD 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-REV_DR_ED_HIRD.doc 

YOGA-SUMMARY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUMMARY.doc
YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN-02 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN-02.doc
YOGA-THE DECEPTION-FR CONRAD SALDANHA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-THE_DECEPTION-FR_CONRAD_SALDANHA.doc
YOGA-VISHAL MANGALWADI 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-VISHAL_MANGALWADI.doc 
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CATECHISM SAY ABOUT IT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CATECHISM_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc 
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SAY ABOUT IT? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc
2 YOGA DOCUMENTS
LETTER TO THE BISHOPS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON SOME ASPECTS OF CHRISTIAN MEDITATION CDF/CARDINAL JOSEPH RATZINGER OCTOBER 15, 1989

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOPS_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_ON_SOME_ASPECTS_OF_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION.doc
JESUS CHRIST THE BEARER OF THE WATER OF LIFE, A CHRISTIAN REFLECTION ON THE NEW AGE COMBINED VATICAN DICASTERIES FEBRUARY 3, 2003

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_CHRIST_THE_BEARER_OF_THE_WATER_OF_LIFE_A_CHRISTIAN_REFLECTION_ON_THE_NEW_AGE.doc
47 YOGA TESTIMONIES
NOTE: Use of orange color for a person’s name indicates that she/he was/became a religious/priest/pastor

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-01 MIKE SHREVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-01.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-02 TERRY JUSTISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-02.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-03 KENT SULLIVAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-03.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-04 MICHAEL GRAHAM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-04.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-05 BRAD SCOTT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-05.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-06 JANICE CLEARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-06.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-07 CARL FAFORD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-07.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-08 ANONYMOUS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-08.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-09 DEBORAH HOLT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-09.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-10 DANION VASILE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-10.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-11 MICHAEL COUGHLIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-11.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-12 LAURETTE WILLIS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-12.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-13 KEITH AGAIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-13.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-14 VIRGO HANDOJO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-14.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-15 PURVI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-15.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-16 PRISCILLA DE GEORGE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-16.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-17 SARAH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-17.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-18 BRANDY BORDEN SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-18.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-19 CONNIE J. FAIT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-19.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-20 LOSANA BOYD
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-20.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-21 FR. PARESH PARMAR, CATHOLIC PRIEST
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-21.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-22 GINA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-22.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-23 JESSICA SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-24 MARY GARDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-25 DANIEL SHAW
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-26 REV. DR. ED HIRD, ANGLICAN CHARISMATIC PASTOR
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-27 CARMEN CASTIELLA SANCHEZ-OSTIZ
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-28 JENNY UEBBING
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-29 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-29.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-30 BETH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-30.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-31 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-31.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-32 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-32.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-33 ANONYMOUS
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-38.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-39 ANONYMOUS MALE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-39.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-40 ANONYMOUS MALE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-40.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-41 FR. NICK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-41.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-42 ANONYMOUS FEMALE 
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