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OCTOBER 24, 2018
ERRORS IN CHARISINDIA - 14
Senior Charismatic Renewal preacher Anthony Lobo on the condition of today’s CCR prayer groups
"CHARISINDIA is a monthly magazine, published on behalf of the National Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (NCCRS) which has been recognised by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) as the principal coordinating agency of the CCR* in India." -CHARISINDIA       *Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
THE REASONS FOR OUR CONTINUING THIS SERIES ON CHARISINDIA/THE CCR

1a. It has been my observation for a very long time that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India has been the propagator of errors and abuses especially in the liturgy of the Mass, something that, as an apologist, I now find impossible to ignore.

I admit participating in most if not all of them at one time or another for several reasons, the chief among them being ignorance; moreover, no one objected to them and almost every charismatic priest, religious and lay leader practised them.

However, circumstances -- and the personal counsel of some good CCR leaders who would like to see these abuses and errors stopped -- make it imperative that they be now exposed.

1b. It has been my experience -- when I have pointed out these abuses and errors on certain occasions -- that most "charismatics" are not very receptive to correction of any sort. Their responses have ranged from indulgence to hostility.

My pointing out that I am only repeating the teaching of the Church has not saved me from being labeled "anti-charismatic".

It is almost as if "charismatics" are "superior" to other Catholics and have a licence to modify the rubrics of the liturgy.

No one is above the liturgy, not any priest and not any bishop. The rubrics must be followed by the Church to the letter.

Since my antecedents are not known to many who visit our web site, I proudly affirm that my spirituality is charismatic.

One of my spiritual directors, a holy and orthodox French Benedictine priest, actually finds it impossible to reconcile my "conservative" ministry with my being "charismatic". To him it’s an oxymoron. To me, it seems a natural thing.

1c. My wife and I helped plant several prayer groups in New Delhi starting 1982 and I was a founder-member of the very first Service Team of the CCR in New Delhi. As a life member and benefactor of CHARISINDIA, a stockist of the magazine in the 'mid 80s, and possessing back issues of CHARISINDIA almost from its inception, I have a relationship with the magazine that cannot be deterred either by criticism or by the ignoring of my letters by those who now run the magazine. 

I invite the reader to read pages 2 to 4, especially the section sub-titled "Errors and excesses" on page 4 of my April 2011 article 
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc.

The article will give the reader an idea of what to expect in this series on CHARISINDIA and the CCR in India.

In this series, I will name names. I am constrained to do so because, over the 36 years of my sojourn in the Renewal, I have seen the condition of things deteriorate, while at the same time not one single prophetic voice has been raised in protest.

My scores of letters to the senior-most leadership have either elicited unfulfilled assurances or been studiously ignored.

I must stress here on one point that I mention under point 5 on page 3 of my above-cited April 2011 article:                    the loyalty of too many rank and file charismatics is to their leadership instead of to the teaching authority of the Church.

If the reader dismisses my statements as generalizations, the true incidents that I will record in the articles in this series -- justifying my having to name certain people -- should convince him that this is not so.
2. The immediate reason for this series on CHARISINDIA/the CCR is the CHARISINDIA July 2012 issue.
A pro-contraception article authored by a Protestant was published. On learning of it, I personally contacted the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor Most Rev. Francis Kalist, the bishop of Meerut by 'phone and by email. He was cordial and expressed his thanks and appreciation of my initiative on the 'phone as well as in writing*. However, all subsequent letters to the bishop have remained unanswered. 
Furthermore, all letters from me to Constantine Fernandez, the publisher of CHARISINDIA, its Chief Editor Cyril John, and to the National Charismatic Office [NCO] staff, Gilbert Faria and K.P. Shaji were also completely ignored by them. While I had spoken on the 'phone to Fernandez, Faria and Shaji, Cyril John simply declined to take my many calls or call me back. The August and September 2012 CHARISINDIA issues had no correction of the error. See our report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01.
The July 2012 CHARISINDIA also carried a story on the funeral of Fr Rufus Pereira. I detected in that story what I believe to be an error: eulogies given during the Mass.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
See the report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-02 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-02.doc.
3. Between July 13 and August 8, I had written four letters to the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor Most Rev. Francis Kalist, but the Bishop terminated correspondence with me after responding to the first letter. The first three emails concerned the pro-contraception article. I reproduce the fourth letter immediately below as published in my report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-01.doc*. 
*My first email & the Bishop’s response are copied therein.

4. I wrote to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team once again on January 4, 2013 in connection with errors in the January 2013 issue. Since there was no response as usual, the information is partly reported in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-04 at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-04.doc, and the rest of it in others. 
The update to the January 4 letter was emailed to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team on January 30, 2013.
5. On January 29, 2013, this ministry emailed Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team about an error in the September 2012 issue of CHARISINDIA. CHARISINDIA ERRORS-03 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-03.doc.
6. On January 31, 2013, and again on February 1, 2013, I sent a 17-page preview with a follow-up letter to Bishop Francis Kalist and the CHARISINDIA/NCO team, of my report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-05 concerning the issue of my being banned from attending the XV National Catholic Charismatic Convention in Goa, November 12-15, 2012. The completed 26-page report at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-05.doc was mailed to them the same evening.
7. Report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-06 concerns the newly-introduced “Prophetic Intercession” and the “Jericho March”.

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-06.doc.

We can see the utter failure of one such “prophecy” made during the 2014 Jericho March in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09.
8. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-07.doc chronicles errors and problems with CHARISINDIA/the CCR in the past, some of which were taken up with the NCCRS/NST/NCO, and some of which were not. Most were from Cyril John’s tenure as Chairman of the NST and publisher of CHARISINDIA and during the term of Most Rev. Valerian D’Souza, Bishop of Poona [the predecessor of Bishop Francis Kalist of Meerut] as the CCR’s Episcopal Advisor. More will be added on as and when I come across them in my files. 
For that reason, the documenting of those issues in CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07 is not chronological.

9. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 records the utter carelessness with which the magazine continues to be edited/published despite my series of reports which I expected would ensure greater vigilance by the CHARISIDIA team. It concerns the chairmanship of Fr. A.J. Thamburaj, SJ in the February 2013 CHARISINDIA issue. 
See CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-08.doc.

10. Report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 is about the false prophecies recorded in the April 2014 issue.

As a result of that report, a female member of the Renewal’s Intercessory Network in Mumbai broke off correspondence with me. We had also spoken a few times over the ‘phone. She had blessed my ministry with her tithes. But after the release of the report which concerned her ministry of intercession, I have not received any response to my emails to her.

My sin appears to have been in criticizing the intercession ministry in which she is a leader. She had however never found a problem with any of my earlier reports. This is a situation that I have encountered earlier and repeats itself fairly regularly. All is fine as long as the target is far from home. But when issues hit very close to individuals, their loved ones or their prayer groups, it’s unacceptable. I guess I will lose a few “friends” after this one too! I keep repeating that too many Catholics’ loyalties are not to the Truth and Righteousness, or to Christ and the teachings of His Church, but to their prayer groups, their pious organizations and retreat centres, leaders and “elders”, however much in error they may be.
See CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-09.doc.
If any recipient of the report agrees, disagrees with me or has any other perspective, please send me your take on the "prophecies". I will include your input in this report as an update without your name and email address. In case my views can be proved to be judgemental and misinformed, I can be convinced to pull this report from my web site.
11. The report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-10 concerns the cover page of the January 2016 CHARISINDIA issue.
The occasion was the 16th National Catholic Charismatic Convention held at St. Ursula’s High School grounds, Nigdi, Pune, from 11 to 14 November 2015. Present too were the delegates to the parallel-running Youth Convention, Kairos 2015.
The two oil lamps on the dais at the inaugural ceremony are being lit by the Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, with Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (to his right). 
Other Bishops who were present/spoke at the Convention were Bishop Thomas Dabre of Poona, Bishop Francis Kalist, the Episcopal Advisor to the National Service Team (NST), Bishop Raphael Thattil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Trichur, and Bishop emeritus Valerian D’Souza, former Episcopal Advisor to the NST. A number of charismatic priests and nuns were present.
See WHAT DOES THE (HINDU) KUTHU VILAKKU OIL LAMP SIGNIFY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DOES_THE_KUTHU_VILAKKU_OIL_LAMP_SIGNIFY.doc.

12. In the report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11, I record a number of instances when the major charismatic events were inaugurated with the lighting of the Hindu nilavilakku or kuthuvilakku, instead of an invoking an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the gathering, the reading of the Bible, or even the lighting of a traditional wax candle.

The CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12 report includes a lamp-lighting photograph from CHARISINDIA taken at a Bible Convention in Delhi. Circled in the script are the names of Archbishop Anil Couto and Monsignor Susai Sebastian. 

When we planted the first English language prayer groups in Delhi in the 1980s, Fr. Susai Sebastian was the Archbishop (Angelo Fernandes)-appointed Spiritual Director for all Renewal activities in the Archdiocese. We worked as a close-knit team for many years. Never was there a question of an inaugural ceremony with a Hindu oil lamp.

At that time, Fr. Anil Couto was our confessor and Assistant Parish Priest. Never once did he drop by at our weekly prayer meeting that was conducted in his parish house.

13. In CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12, “Charismatic” Mass is being celebrated against the backdrop of what appears to be Jesus seated in a yogic posture, celebrating “Feasts of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit” at Masih Vidyapeeth in Agra; it was attended by 69 religious brothers from 19 dioceses. In another photograph at the bottom of the same page, there is not even a crucifix on the table (I hesitate to call it an altar).
14. In the file CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13, we examine Matridham Ashram, its guru Fr. Anil Dev IMS and the Indian Missionary Society (IMS), since CHARISINDIA and the CCR are closely associated with them.
15. In the present file CHARISINDIA ERRORS-14, Anthony Lobo honestly analyses some of the very serious problems that exist in the prayer groups of the CCR today, 45 years since the coming of Catholic Charismatic Renewal to India.
This article may be found in the August 2017 issue of CHARISINDIA (blue colour emphases mine).

GIFTS VERSUS THE FRUITS

Which is more important?
By Anthony Lobo
      I returned after 5 years, very excited to attend the prayer meeting in my home town, expecting great and wonderful things. I became crestfallen when I saw the numbers had fallen to a mere handful, there was no joy in Praise, hymns were sung one after the other, no participation, and even praying in tongues was dull and un-inspiring. Besides tongues there was no other manifestation of the gifts. The only saving grace perhaps was the teaching given by someone who had to travel one hour to give a 25 minute talk.  I believe that the group could not be called Charismatic any longer.   

      On reflecting I noticed the same people giving the same prophecies of 5 years ago, Mr. A was still dominating and wanting his way, Mrs. B always seeking the limelight, Ms. C still had her usual cynical ways of speaking to and of people, Mr. and Mrs. D once a couple so many were inspired by, now always sit apart and are heard to make sarcastic remarks, Mr. and Mrs. F still suffering from ill-health, Mr. G ‘s child has become a drug addict, Mrs. H’s daughter become pregnant before marriage and finally Mr. I – God forbid dresses up in funny feminine clothes, wears ear rings and bangles. Finally, no other gifts such as Teaching or Healing have developed.  
      The above is based on factual reports from a region. So how are we in the prayer group different, better, more spirit-filled, than anybody in the rest of the Parish? Other parishioners seem to be able to run their families and homes and children in peace. The children study decently hard and do well. Some excel. The parents are not particularly very religious but live in harmony and happiness. They too have their struggles but somehow in their own way or manner of prayer, get by. They may not be too keen to pray in tongues and evangelize but in their own way involved with service in the Parish.
      Is it therefore better to be hard working, Sunday going Catholics with a fundamentally united family than a “so called Spirit-filled but hurting and broken community”. Even my Hindu neighbours, though they have their idols all over their home, live in peace and harmony.
      Whenever asked, “How is your prayer group doing?” the answer usually is “Praise the Lord brother, the numbers have doubled, the youth are engaged in ministry, and our music ministry sends us to heaven each time.  Mr. A’s son got a good job, Mr. B’s daughter is happily married, Mr. C has got excellent retirement benefits, many have been healed of painful ailments and marriage relationships rectified. Truly blessings from the good Lord and Father which we are ever grateful for and increases our Faith.
      But are these blessings exclusive to Charismatics?  Are they available only to those participating in prayer groups?  What about those not involved with prayer meetings and CCR?  Are not many in the Parish also experiencing the Father’s love and mercy, blessings and graces?
      What then is the whole point of Charismatic Renewal?  The answer lies in:

A willingness to ALLOW the Holy Spirit to uproot us from our modern day ‘Haran’ of comfort and selfishness (Gen. 12:1-5); to conform our mind, thought patterns and beliefs to those of Jesus (Rom. 12:1-2); to become a repentant, forgiving, loving child of God (Jo 1:12).   

An OPENNESS to the power and anointing of the Holy Spirit as he gifts charisms  to build up the Body through healing, tongues, deliverance and such like (Ephesians 4:11-13).  

      It is possibly unfortunate that the first thing we are exposed to in CCR are the gifts and charisms of the Holy Spirit rather than the Fruit. Emphasis is laid on tongues, healing etc. and only much later on the fruit and transformation into Christ. Who is not interested in praying over others, who is not desirous of bringing healing to others, who is not keen to caste out evil spirits? We do not realize how psychologically fragile we can be, so much so and unknowingly sometimes, reception of these gifts contribute to growth of our ego.  Due to our pride it is not easy for us to accept that we need to change attitudes, patterns of behaviour and such like.  

       For example, if you used to be a hot tempered angry person, have you mellowed down and changed..…not because of time and age……but because you have submitted yourself and the root cause of that anger, to the lordship of Jesus through repentance and forgiveness?  You have ended up with “That is the way I am made, what can I do?”

If you used to be dominating in character, seeking the limelight, always wanting to have things your way, have you changed into a confident/secure/peaceful child of God……not because you have gently passed into eternal life……but because you have surrendered your deepest insecurities to the Lord and have allowed the Holy Spirit to mold/fashion/transform you into Jesus? 

If you used to believe that as a Man you were boss of the house and superior over the wife, have you changed……not because ailments in your old age have made you quietly dependent upon the wife……but because you have invited the Spirit to enter and change your mind set and belief patterns through Repentance? 

If you are used to having your own personal healing ministry……can you submit it to the Lord and the Body……..and agree in humility to have others pray with you?

Therefore the important questions to ask are:

       “How much have you sincerely and freely allowed the holy spirit to influence, mold, change and transform your life?”

      “How much have you truly desired/wanted this transformation?”

      “How much do you hunger and thirst for this transformation?”

      “How much are you willing to give up, deny, sacrifice for this greatest blessing?”
       In the early days of the Renewal youth were challenged to make this prayer to the Lord:

      “Lord I give you permission to break me.  Do whatever you think is best for me.  Turn me upside down and inside out.  Give me the strength and wisdom to know what you are doing when the time comes and to accept.”  When prayed in sincerity, you can be sure the Spirit of the Lord who knows you inside out will respond to your prayer most willingly and happily!!
      Friends, you and I are called to be part of that Mystical Body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:12-26)   You and I have, very tiny and perhaps seemingly unimportant roles to play in that Body.  Yet you and I are indispensable to that Body.  That Body is not complete without any one of us. We can bring healing and joy and happiness to that Body through our gifts and ministry.  Yet we could even bring pain, sadness, unhappiness and brokenness to that Body. Let it not be so. We are the Body of Christ. We are Christ. We are called to be like him, to be perfect as our Heavenly Father. If you desire it, the Spirit will accomplish it. (1Thess. 5:24)  

Significantly, the above article on the sad condition of a long-standing Mumbai prayer group was written in the “Year of Prayer Groups” or the Year dedicated to prayer groups [CHARISINDIA cover, May issue].
As I myself have been reporting ad nauseam, it is the same condition with the vast majority of prayer groups that I have visited across the country (they are lifeless, uninspiring, flat); I finally do not anymore go to any.

The following article may be found in the June 2017 issue of CHARISINDIA (blue colour emphases mine).

INNER HEALING AND CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

By Anthony Lobo
     Till Vatican II and Catholic Charismatic Renewal which began soon after, there was little or no room at all, for Leadership in the Church, for lay people. All pastoring, teaching and instruction came from the clergy and, as obedient good followers of Christ, we were expected to listen and obey. Which most lay people did, willingly and lovingly.

      With the onset of Renewal Movements but especially Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the Holy Spirit literally forged and powered a way into the Church structure, establishing prayer groups and communities wherever He flowed. This brought about the need for people to lead, direct and guide the growth of persons and prayer groups. True lay leaders were scarce and initially most Service Teams and Advisory Committees were over-all led by priests and religious in the Charismatic Renewal.  The common understanding though was, that CCR was a movement of the lay people.

       Lay people had few opportunities for faith-formation, and little or none at all of pastoral training - mentally, spiritually and especially emotionally. Subsequently, as with any aspect of a fast paced modern Life, it was felt that 9 weeks of preparation that existed those days (Life in the Spirit Seminars) was too long drawn out and unexciting. The desire for quicker and more dramatic results grew. This led to Retreat-based Charismatic Renewal.  Retreat Teams and Centres sprung up everywhere. The Spirit of God manifested Himself powerfully through gifts, healing and deliverance. Thousands were touched.  But very few were trained and formed into leaders. The stress at these retreats perhaps was the dramatic, Signs and Wonders rather than Fruit of the Spirit.
      It is the Life in the Spirit Seminars, conducted over a nine week period that provides a more comprehensive and complete understanding of the Christian message.  One input per week provides the time necessary and freedom to imbibe, reflect and absorb the Word of God.  The Word of God has the time available to change and transform, intellectually and spiritually.
      A most crucial and Leadership building role is done by the last two talks of the Life in the Spirit Seminars which are all but forgotten at Retreats and replaced by Healing Services instead. 
     Growth in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, growth in one’s relationship with the Trinity, growth in one’s spiritual life of faith and trust, comes about as a result of a commitment to personal prayer, the Word of  God, Service, Community prayer and particularly the prayer meeting (Acts 2:42-47). 

     Transformation invites one to change – through the breaking down of mental, spiritual and emotional barriers (inner healing being a major contribution) and the moulding of one’s character into that of Jesus himself. (Eph.4:22-24)
     While sin is always at the door beckoning us, it is imperative that a leader understands the hidden power of hurt feelings from our childhood, mostly in the sub-conscious and the un-conscious. These hurts when not dealt with, leave empty spots which serve as vacuums, sucking in anything and everything, opening doorways to further sin and sinful habits.  
THE FORMATIVE YEARS
     Psychology describes the first seven/eight/nine years as the formative years of one’s life. The basic principle remains that, whatever happens until this age, forms and shapes one for the rest of one’s life, be it positive or negative. These are the moulding years, the setting years, the ‘programming’ years of one’s life.  
      Personalities are us. This part has not yet been submitted to the saving and transforming grace of the Cross. The ‘I’ and the ‘self’ take priority and first place. In the end, it all boils down to plain and simple selfishness. And selfishness is SIN.

      The sad part is that most people and leaders cannot see this happening to themselves.  They do not realize that their sub and unconscious states are ruling them and controlling them.  Therefore the urgent requirement for Spiritual Directors.
FOUNDATIONS   
     Any building or structure needs to have solid foundations on which to rest and stand tall. Likewise a bridge over a river needs to have pillars rooted in strong foundations that can face the vagaries of weather conditions, tides and erosion.  Such foundations provide strength and security and allow that bridge or structure to stand erect and strong for many years to come.

     In the same way every human life, for it to run smoothly, for it to contribute to society and bear fruit, must be imbedded in foundations that provide security, strength, confidence and health. The foundations are parental love.  Love from both mother and father, which in many, many cases is missing to a lesser or greater degree. This love is an expression and part of God’s love.  Where it is missing, God’s love is missing.  

      Therefore for you as leader to realize and understand that 
HURT  =  LACK OF LOVE  =  EMPTINESS  =  SEARCHING TO FILL AND SATISFY = WORLDLY ATTRACTIONS, SELFISHNESS AND SIN

TREATMENT

REPENTANCE FOR SIN  +  INNER HEALING THROUGH FORGIVENESS  +  INFILLING OF GOD’S LOVE

Hence the process of Inner Healing is two-fold:

i) Uncovering the deepest root hurts and the trail of destruction left in ones sub-conscious and un-conscious, and going through a deep inner healing and forgiveness process.  The consequent freedom, peace, joy and happiness experienced, is not necessarily a sign that the process has been completed.  The hurting pain has been removed, the pus and poison has been drained out.  

ii) But there is now a gaping hole, an empty spot, a vacuum; needing to be filled.  This now has to be filled with the Love of God, made strong, strengthened and whole.  Psychology would call it Positive Affirmation.  This is an area that most are not aware of and need to be trained into.

      It is this two fold approach that builds us up and makes us strong in the inner man (Eph. 3:16-19).  It is this process through which we can experience a deeper flow and anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Here it is where the struggles in our mind and heart can come to peace, and we can now be on the springboard to witness and evangelization.

Anthony Lobo is saying that “formation” in the Renewal (of prayer group adherents and of their leaders) is poor, that the stress at retreats was on Gifts (“signs and wonders”) rather than the Fruits of the Holy Spirit, and that there is a lack of sufficient Inner Healing among both the ministers and the ministered to.
The following article may be found in the July 2017 issue of CHARISINDIA (blue colour emphases mine).

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

On-going through inner-healing

      In June 1975 I made the first conscious surrender of my life to Jesus, desirous that He become my personal Lord and Saviour in every way. I received the gift of tongues and have never stopped using this gift. I just knew that He loved me though I never experienced an emotional/dramatic touch of the Lord that so many others could share. 
      Knowing nothing about it as yet, I was prayed over for an inner healing at the 1978 Convention. Three weeks later I discovered that I had received a healing in my sexual orientation, something which had troubled me ever since my school days, something which I knew could not be the characteristic of a child of God. I was ecstatic, I was delirious with joy. I was in the highest Heaven as the song says. I had experienced the Love of the Father, the mercy of Jesus, the transformation power of the Holy Spirit. I fell head over heels in love with Jesus. An awareness of my true identity as a child of God grew dramatically as did my prayer life (Jo. 1:12). 
      For me that was my true Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Understanding the word Baptism correctly, that was the time the Spirit plunged me, immersed me, soaked me (like a sponge), into the very life of God. I had met God face to face and this came about through an inner healing. (For details refer my book entitled UNMASKING THE LIE)
      Three years later, circumstances led to the healing of the trauma/shock to my nervous system, when at the age of 12½, my right leg had to be amputated (I had contracted a rare, rapidly spreading, galloping cancer). I felt electric currents running through the length and breadth of my body, releasing me from inner fears, insecurities and poor self-worth. My doubts used to be: Could the Lord ever use me in and for His Kingdom? Was I good enough? What could I accomplish with one leg? Would I ever get married and such like? (1 Thess. 5:23-24) My questioning stopped. I was at peace.      
      But like a potter, He was not satisfied with his work. Twenty years later found me strongly into the Inner Healing Ministry. With a wonderful team, we were able to touch hearts and minds, heal relationships, bring about physical healings and deliver people from the grip of the evil one.  People looked up to me. They were inspired by my example, my humour, my smile. Little did they know what was going on inside. And neither did I! But the Lord had other plans for He knew me through and through. (Ps. 139:1) 
      He engineered circumstances such that at a time of prayer, I had the biggest argument of my life, with Him.    Ephesians 1 vs 3 ff. says you knew me and chose me even before the world began.  You are a perfect God who never makes mistakes but does everything in perfect love. You knew that at age 12½ I would suffer cancer and its consequences, my leg would be amputated, I would go through so much confusion and suffering, shame, fear and doubt.  Why then did you create me? Why did you allow me to suffer such? You should not have created me.
      And I thought I had a strong argument which even He could not refute. But for the first time in my life as a Charismatic, I can truly say I heard His voice – Anthony, if I had to listen to you and your complaint, I could not create anyone, as all are suffering in some way or the other.  
       But I am a God who does not let His infinite knowledge interfere with His infinite plan. I decided to create this young man, you, as I had a plan. I knew all you would go through but I decided also, that one fine day I would reveal to you what kind of God I am, my power, my justice, my love; what I am going to do for you,  in you, and through you.  
      This could only lead me onto my one knee in Repentance and Tears of joy. A full and final acceptance of my handicap and physical limitations developed.  I have never turned back ever since. 
     Is it complete, His work of fashioning, transforming, changing me? Only He knows. And I look forward to the surprises He has in store for me.  
      And so, for me Inner Healing is an on-going experience - An experience not merely of being set free of emotional wounds, but in the process, being led into a deeper relationship with the Trinity, growing strong in my self-worth and my true identity as a child of God, being anointed and empowered with the gifts.  This for me therefore is an on-going immersion into the Life of God - my Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
      Possibly many have the following misunderstandings about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit:

One – An experience of the Lord at a Retreat or a Retreat Centre has taken care of every shortcoming and failure.  The more dramatic the healing touch of the Lord, the greater this belief. Especially when on stage and into Ministry, one is inclined to believe this all the more.  

Two – Or at the most, a deeper infilling of the Spirit takes place only when specifically prayed for, at a leaders meet, a conference or even a convention.
       Little perhaps does one realize that the Spirit of the Lord has only just begun His work of transformation and there is still a long way to go. We may not realize what else has to be done but the Spirit knows. His main task is to melt us, to mould us, to fill us and to use us. To make us perfect as “my Heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48). And this carries on every day, every moment, especially when we least expect it or are aware that it is happening.
      There are cases of well-known TV evangelists who have fallen along the way. Their secret lives have been documented and published, destroying a once successful and worldwide ministry, overnight. Thousands have as a consequence lost their faith. Music and song writers whose hymns we use during our times of Praise and Worship, have fallen into the trap of the evil one. Couples who were once on the national stage do not relate to one another today. Those powerfully gifted with gifts of healing are in need of healing themselves. Hurt and even sub-conscious hatred continues to exist. As my previous article explains, hurts lying deep within often enough lead us into sin.
      St. Peter lived with Jesus for three years. St Paul had a life-shattering and changing experience on the Road to Damascus. Their encounters with the Lord and His Spirit were phenomenal in nature and cannot be compared with any other. 
      Yet did these encounters make them perfect? Did these encounters take care of every single problem, weakness of character, fear in their lives? Paul accused Peter of not being true to the good news out of fear (Gal. 2:12) This seems to indicate that Peter was not strong enough to stand up to those who did not accept the full message. Was he a bit timid in nature? And this, despite his PENTECOSTAL experience?
      Paul on the other hand says in Corinthians, ‘I had a thorn in the flesh. Three times I took it to the Lord in prayer.’ (2Cor.12:7-8) And this, despite the phenomenal experience of the lord on the road to Damascus?  Perhaps that is why he encourages the Philippians in 2:12 to work out their salvation with fear and trembling. What about us? What about you?
       Especially if we are in a role of seniority and leadership, let us be humble and accept that we are not perfect. In our desire to become the NEW CREATION in Christ we still have a long and sometimes challenging journey to cover. Let us invite the Lord to continue His work of transforming us into His Masterpiece (Eph. 2:10), with the prayer of Cardinal Mercier: Holy Spirit of God, beloved guest of my soul, enlighten me, lead me, guide me, direct me. Tell me what I should do, give me your orders. I promise to submit myself to all that you desire of me. I promise to accept all that you permit to happen to me. I only want to know your WILL.

Anthony Lobo has been in the Renewal for forty years, in leadership for around three and a half decades. I first met him (although he might not remember it) at a Youth Leaders Conference in St. Alphonsus School, Bangalore, in May 1984, which my wife and I attended with our two sons as representatives of the Delhi Renewal. He was on the dais along with Fritz Mascarenhas and Fr. Gino Henriques CSsR. These two zealous lay men have always been a source of inspiration to me and my ministry of speaking the truth and exposing uncorrected error and major shortcomings in the Charismatic Renewal.
Concerning the state of leaders and prayer group members in the CCR, I find these two following observations of Anthony Lobo very succinct:

One – An experience of the Lord at a Retreat or a Retreat Centre has taken care of every shortcoming and failure.  The more dramatic the healing touch of the Lord, the greater this belief. Especially when on stage and into Ministry, one is inclined to believe this all the more.  

Two – Or at the most, a deeper infilling of the Spirit takes place only when specifically prayed for, at a leaders meet, a conference or even a convention.
People attend a retreat or two, assume the charismatic label, and often graduate to ministering to others with insufficient formation, inner healing or knowledge. Worse still, one cannot even broach the subject with them once they are known as leaders and sought after as speakers and preachers.

There is another category of Catholic laity who attend retreat after retreat after retreat with no apparent change in their spiritual standards. One wonders why they at all keep going for these programmes. They are what one may call “professional” retreat goers. They never appear to have anything to share with others.

I particularly appreciate what Anthony Lobo brought out in his point “Two” above. “Charismatics” apparently believe that the only place in the Catholic Church where one can receive an “infilling of the Holy Spirit” is at a charismatic seminar, conference or convention. The thought never strikes them that one can have such an anointing anywhere, even at home, and with one’s never having been anywhere near a prayer group.

The latter has been the case with me and with many members of our family, starting 1981 (with me it was May of 1982). It has been our bitter experience that, barring our experience in New Delhi from 1982 to 1992 where the structured, official, hierarchical Renewal had not yet taken hold in that city, the mainstream renewal outright rejects the validity of such an experience. One must “get” it only through them, from them.

The direct result of that attitude is that of around forty of our family who experience the anointing during family prayer at home, not one today is a member of a prayer group. Several of us however do attend retreat preached by good charismatic priests.

Of all the family, no none tried harder than my wife and I to integrate ourselves into the mainstream prayer groups/Renewal by attending prayer meetings, seminars, night vigils, rallies, inner healing workshops, Bible colleges and Conventions since moving to Chennai in 1993. We were never accepted, never welcomed, never made to feel at home. No one wanted to hear our “testimonies”. No leader ever enquired from us what gifts we possessed that could be used for the community. But all of that is another story, a long, long one.
In retrospect, that rejection was the best thing that could have happened to me. The Lord opened the doors to a unique ministry that is today known worldwide. If I had been absorbed into the mainstream renewal, I would have had to stifle my prophetic calling in order to survive. I would have been like the other “leaders”.

It is a matter of significance that many of the better leaders in Indian charismatic ministry, starting with Anthony Lobo, work independently of the mainstream renewal, often in Covenant Communities. Except that whenever they happen to team up with the mainstream leaders, they are obliged to do as the latter do.
Anthony Lobo also correctly points out that “charismatics” have a preoccupation with the gifts and charisms of the Holy Spirit and little concern about the Fruits. I just completed a ten-year survey of CHARISIDIA articles from the current issue backwards and find that their contents fully justify his claim.

A couple of instances come to my mind at this juncture. 
When I was on the Delhi Service Team, one Thomas Manuel (Babu), a twice (if I am not wrong) Chairman of the Madras Service Team from Chennai turned up at one of our programmes and introduced himself to me. That was in the mid-1980s. He informed me that when he enquired from the then Renewal headquarters who it was that he had to contact in Delhi, my name was given to him. I had already accompanied a delegation of 23 others including a priest Fr. George Kureethra to the VI National Catholic Charismatic Convention, Madras, in January 1985. The entire correspondence with the NCO had been done by me. Incidentally, since I was in charge of the Book Ministry, I was in close contact with Anthony Lobo in Bombay. 
Babu at once saw that I had potential, and a few days after we moved to Chennai in January 1993, he turned up at my residence. He spent a couple of hours trying to cajole me into attending a course in Coimbatore (?) after which, he said, I would be inducted into leadership in the local Renewal. All in the flesh! That I had already served (very successfully, and without allowing myself to be elected Chairman) in the Delhi Renewal for 10 years prior to that did not count in the least. I had to attend a particular course to be regularised and accepted. That about sums up the state of the CCR in India. And that, too, is part of Anthony Lobo’s message. Oh, I forgot to say that I turned down Babu’s offer.
I later started attending his Living Waters prayer group which met at the Diocesan Pastoral Centre. That’s when I encountered New Age for the first time. In a charismatic prayer group!!!!! Around half of the members, some attending since at least 15 years, were into Reiki, Pranic Healing, Yoga, Zen meditation, etc.
The de facto leader (Babu was either always late or missing) Joseph Paul would meditate before a statue of the Buddha once a week along with former MST Chairman Fr. A.J. Thamburaj SJ in the second floor of the “Zen” building on the Dhyana Ashram campus. Fr. A.J. Thamburaj resided on the first floor. Joseph Paul also used Rajneesh/Osho books in place of the Holy Bible during the prayer meeting. When I challenged him about this, his retort was that the Old Testament contains “filth and pornography”.
All of this sounds most unbelievable, but truth can be stranger than fiction. Babu was not present on the particular day that I referred to, but when I brought up the matter with him, he asked me to overlook it.

I gave a complaint in writing to the then Vicar General (now Bishop of Trichy) Fr. Tony Devotta. He immediately instructed that the Living Waters prayer group move to the parish house, which they refused.

With the Vicar General’s encouragement, my wife and I started a weekly prayer meeting in the priest’s house. Babu started attending both groups whenever he could. Although we reached a number of 15 to 20 attendees, with Babu and his friends around there was no anointing (like Anthony Lobo said) and we eventually gave up and stayed, and prayed, at home.

A few years later, I ran into Babu outside the Cathedral and fraternally corrected him on some issue to which his response was the question “And who appointed you to be a prophet?” He just had to ask me that because all appointments in the CCR are man-made. If God sent someone along, he/she would never be recognized.

Somewhere in the mid-1990s. I had been to Delhi. There too, the Cathedral group was named “Living Waters”. I attended the Sunday morning weekly prayer meeting. One Jyotsna Paul was the leader. When she learned my identity, she joyfully introduced me to the others as the person who was chiefly instrumental in planting the CCR in Delhi. We were introduced to one Mathew Antony aka Shaji.
A few years later, my wife and I were back in Delhi and we decided to attend the prayer group. The meeting convened about 45 minutes late as they waited for stragglers. Shaji recognized and greeted me before the meeting commenced, but that was it. The singing (they call it “Praise and Worship”) was interminable and listless. Shaji broke the Word. It was monotonous and I could not figure out the substance of what he was driving at. A young lady was taking copious notes. After about 2½ hours of intolerable sitting around and not getting to participate, my wife and I left the place.
In December 2017, I walked into a prayer meeting (the Soverdia Prayer Group) that was in progress before a “resurrexifix” at the SVD priests’ New Age Gyan Ashram chapel in Andheri, Mumbai. See the images at
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
I sat at the back for about 30 minutes. Once again, I experienced a complete lack of the presence of the anointing. As I turned to leave, I took out my camera and shot a couple of pictures. Clarence D’Souza (who was conducting the prayers) shouted over the microphone that photography was not permitted inside.

However, I attended a nuptial Mass in the same chapel the very same day at which there were a number of photographers and videographers … and some of the most scantily clad Catholic women I have ever seen in the choir and wedding party!
If I think deeply, I can recall any more such miserable instances. I can fully understand the pain of Anthony Lobo and the reasons why he wrote those articles. I cannot figure out why people go at all to these prayer meetings which are nothing more than happy-clappy sessions where the teaching of the Word of God is most uninspiring. It’s a classic case of the uninformed keeping the uninformed uninformed. If that was truly a charismatic group they might have at least objected to the huge resurrexifix installed in lieu of a crucifix, if not protested the open and rampant New Age and Hinduisation that swamps the Gyan Ashram campus.
*
A leader of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Italy wrote to me in response to a letter from me:
From: Michael Prabhu To: Alessandra Nucci Sent: Monday, June 03, 2013 11:49 AM

I would never have believed that the CR was a genuine manifestation of the Holy Spirit* if not for the fact that an astonishing outpouring took place from 1981 among members of my wife's family -- at their home [it was outside of the prayer group structure] -- and I've never seen or heard of its near equivalent in the Church since that time. I took extensive notes and made audio recordings of hundreds of prophecies. I was a lapsed, even anti-, Catholic at that time. The events resulted in my conversion. My ministry is "proof" of the fulfilment of one prophecy. 
*From my three-decade experience of the Indian renewal, it is largely about power, control and domination, opposition to genuine charismatic ministries that arise independent of the mainstream hierarchial renewal, unhealthy 'competition' among powerful retreat centres, sycophancy, nepotism, a stifling of the prophetic spirit, taking strong exception to correction of error, living in denial, being in the vanguard of liturgical abuse... and that's not all...
In the final analysis, most charismatics here appear to defend erroneous teachings of their leaders as against instead being concerned of what the truth really is. Blind, unquestioning loyalty to the leadership and lack of knowledge of the catechism and other Church teaching has made the institutional renewal an entity that I prefer to distance myself from.
I have begun exposing some of this in reports on my web site.
Michael
From: Alessandra Nucci To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, June 03, 2013 1:12 PM EXTRACT
Sad to say, some of the temptation to power and domination has also tainted the leadership of the Italian Renewal, out of blind loyalty to the leader, as you say. I still belong to the RnS and am on friendly terms with all, but they have fallen out with the ICCRS, and they chose not to be represented at all at the "Pentecost of the Nations" in St Paul's on Pentecost Sunday. We need to pray hard for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for us all and especially for the Pope. Eminent journalist and contributor to Catholic magazines, for example: The Charismatic Renewal and the Catholic Church

http://www.catholicworldreport.com/Item/2269/the_charismatic_renewal_and_the_catholic_church.aspx#.UZlEH6LwmSo
By Alessandra Nucci, May 18, 2013 

*
An exchange of letters with an individual from Mexico who had lived in the U.S.A. for eight years:

From: ML To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 5:17 AM Subject: Re: Michael Voris/FOLLOW-UP
I’ve always felt a great dislike for the Charismatic Movement, going so far as asking God why I felt this way about them, and I felt his response in my heart: It’s not the what, it’s the how.

My interpretation of that is that they’ve hijacked God the Holy Spirit when in fact God the Holy Spirit leads all ministries and apostolates in the Church. They do not have an exclusive hold on God the Holy Spirit and his gifts, and not everyone has the gifts of healing, tongues, interpretation of tongues, etc. but they seem to believe that they do and so they distort God’s way. I once heard of a recorded conversation of an American from the South who had been involved with the Masons and Illuminati giving a talk to a group of Protestants, and in it he mentions that the charismatic movement was introduced by the enemies of Christianity, first with the Protestants and then with the Catholics through a Cardinal named Suenens.

When I heard this I had to research it and found that in fact Cardinal Suenens was on a list of Mason Cardinals.

From: Michael Prabhu To: ML Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 2:58 PM Subject: THE CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT
If I had not had the experiences that I had, I might have believed anything during my Catholic walk since 1982 and before my deepened knowledge of Catholic apologetics, even become a Traditionalist at one extreme or a Pentecostal at the other.
My initial experience is unique. I was a lapsed Catholic when miracles starting occurring at my wife's home from December 1981. I witnessed them and had a conversion experience in May 1982. Jesus and his mother Mary were appearing to some of my wife Angela's sisters, nephews and nieces, and giving them messages though interior locutions. I knew zero about the Bible as well as my Faith and I had never heard of the charismatic renewal. We were instructed in everything and given each of us a mission. I was 32. I was told by the Lord that I would have a ministry that would reach tens of thousands. 
To make a long story short, we were also told by Jesus that his "beautiful charismatic renewal" was being destroyed by ambitious and flesh-walking Catholics. The instrument delivering that message to us wept bitterly.
Within a month of the prophecy I received, I was planting prayer groups all over New Delhi, and I helped constitute the first Charismatic Renewal Service Team there. 
During the ten years of my tenure on the Service Team, I saw error and pride and nepotism and worse creep in.
Slowly but surely, when the Lord saw my pain and frustration at what the Renewal was becoming, he broke the path for my present prophetic ministry. 
Under "natural" circumstances, I could never have ever achieved what I have either in New Delhi or presently.
Both times, all the circumstances were chock-a-block with major and minor miracles; there’s no other word for them.
I believe in the Charismatic Renewal but not what it has become, in India at least!!!!!
In essence I agree with all that you expressed. I also have the evidence that Card. Suenens was exposed as a Freemason, though there is no way to authenticate the source of that information. I have included that story in one of my reports in a different context. Michael
CARDINAL SUENENS-CHARISMATIC FREEMASON AND LIBERAL


http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_SUENENS-CHARISMATIC_FREEMASON_AND_LIBERAL.doc
*
An excerpt from my APRIL 2011 article CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc: 

My wife and I, in the second phase of the growth of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal [CCR] in New Delhi, India, planted several prayer groups across the city commencing with one in our own parish of St. Michael’s Church, Prasad Nagar in the second week of June 1982. 

This was initiated by us against messages received in locutions by members of the Mendonza family in Coonoor, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu, occurring during family prayer [that included the Rosary, a Bible reading and hymns, from December 25, 1981, resulting in my conversion experience during my visit and ten-day stay there in May 1982.

During those ten days, my wife and I and our sons aged four and seven witnessed and experienced most of the "charismatic gifts" being "operated" in a sovereign intervention of the Holy Spirit in this family [meaning that they had no prior exposure to or association with charismatic prayer meetings.]

Several messages addressed to me were in the nature of requests from Jesus and His Blessed Mother to start a prayer group in New Delhi on my return there, to tell the Bishops that the Charismatic Renewal in the Church is the work of the Holy Spirit, and an assurance that the Renewal would "grow" there. Another assurance given to me was that one day my ministry would reach "tens of thousands" of people.

At that time, I could never have dreamed for a moment how all of this would eventually be fulfilled.

Three things must be noted here:

1. It was several years since I had been to Church and the Sacraments. I was a lapsed Catholic.

2. I had never handled -- leave alone possessed -- a Bible before in my life.

3. I had never ever heard of the term "Charismatic Renewal".

I was privileged to be a member of the first service team of the CCR in New Delhi and continued to serve it almost until I left the city. We organised the first CCR retreats, seminars, vigils and rallies.

However, after moving to Chennai, my experience with the CCR here was not in the least edifying.

In fact, a lot of what I heard and saw scandalized and confused me.

Apart from the common problems that exist in other pious associations and which -- from my isolated Delhi experience -- I naively expected not to encounter among charismatic leaders, what troubled me even more were the excesses that I noted, in teaching, in practice, even in the liturgy of the Holy Mass. I recall that as early as in 1982 itself, I had heard a message from Jesus through a locutionist in Coonoor lamenting the destruction by charismatic Catholics themselves of "this beautiful Renewal" – to use the words "received" from Our Lord. The locutionist wept while giving us this message.

Readers are not obliged to consider or believe any of this, as this is what is called "Private Revelation". Neither do I base my own Faith, my Christian living or my ministry on these revelations.

The fact that I was in part-time ministry till 1992 in Delhi, and am now in full-time ministry, living by faith since 1993, is in itself a testimony to the fulfilment of the Coonoor "prophecies".

The Charismatic Renewal is now centered in New Delhi, a possibility whose mention would have been laughed at only a few years earlier by the prayer groups and leaders of Bangalore and Mumbai which were once the National Centres of the different ministries of the Renewal, and the deep South, especially Kerala, which has produced scores of charismatic ministries and retreat centres over the last thirty years.

I must add that the original notebook in which scores of these messages were recorded is in my possession, and so too a couple of audio-tapes of a few hours of these messages. They have been examined by many people and a few priests over the years. Yet, as far as my ministry is concerned, I place such little emphasis on this experiential background of mine that few of even my very closest friends are aware of it and would be greatly surprised if they read what I am sharing here.

I am not pleased to label myself a "charismatic" for the reasons mentioned above [and a few others which I have not mentioned here but which I write about in the contexts of my different articles and reports]. Responding to enquiries, I reply that my spirituality is charismatic, but at the same time it is my belief that there are other unique spiritualities too in the Church.

Some of my main problems with the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India [and I am generalizing on its leaders here, not the humble and sincere majority in the rank and file membership] are:

1. Ignorance of the times: 

There are very few speakers who cannot be replaced by another; there is almost no one with a really unique ministry, no one who speaks on a myriad of issues that today’s Catholic needs to be informed about.  

2. Power-mongering and nepotism: 

Charges that are self-evident if one looks at the constituted service teams, charges leveled by some leaders themselves. Many good and gifted leaders have left the Renewal in disgust, a few the Church. Leadership in some cities rotates within members of families. In others the leadership of the '80s still dominates the scene

There are other charges that some of the elections are "rigged" [influenced]. I experienced one such election in Delhi when a National Chairman, a Jesuit priest, flew over to oversee an election of the Service Team.

3. A spirit of compromise: 

The CCR exists and functions at the pleasure of the Bishops; hence any issue that might ruffle episcopal feathers is carefully avoided. [Example: even an international seminar -- by exorcists -- on EXORCISM and Deliverance by exorcist Fr. Rufus Pereira had to be called a Seminar on HEALING and Deliverance.]

4. Absence of a prophetic spirit: 

Senior Renewal leaders [including priests] who write to me privately lament the errors being printed in Catholic literature, taught in the seminaries, encouraged by the dioceses, institutionalized in the Church, and even practiced and promoted by prominent Renewal leaders [again, including priests], but they do nothing about it, even co-hosting programmes with offenders, some of whom have promoted New Age in the Renewal. I have had several cases reported to me of leaders who challenged the status quo being ousted.

5. An inordinate pursuance of the phenomenal gifts: 

Healing conventions, programmes led by priests or lay persons known to exercise the gifts of visions, prophecy, the Word of Knowledge, deliverance, "slaying in the spirit", etc. draw crowds. Relatively serious themes like apologetics, New Age, studies of Vatican Documents/Scripture and mundane issues related to growth in holiness are fairly non-existent or elicit a much less enthusiastic response from charismatics.

As a combination of all the above, the leaders have no incentive to learn anything new or different.

They can hardly think or act outside the box -- the articles written by Indians in at least a dozen charismatic publications are proof of this; they still need to reprint articles from a decade- or two- old U.S. charismatic magazines -- because they don’t need to. The faith of the common charismatic Catholic is often based on emotional experience and unquestioning loyalty to the teachings of his/her group leader or elder. They are quite content with the sense of security from being accepted in their charismatic circles and with the milk that they are fed instead of a gradual progression to solid food.

With the collapse of any of their securities, charismatics drop out of the Renewal or leave the Church.

I can list several former regional chairmen who simply "vanished" after their elected terms were over. 

6. Errors and excesses:

Example: "Smoking and drinking of alcohol is a mortal sin." Nowhere does the Church teach that.

Example: Regional and national-level leaders and preachers have been or still are into New Age. 

Example: Leaders, even Chairmen, who are closet Pentecostals or who reject Marian or other doctrines or who teach erroneous doctrines like "Word Faith theology" are encouraged to minister in the Renewal.

Example: Use of the "Om" mantra in bhajans. Check out the Praise the Lord CCR official hymnal.

Example: The promotion of yoga in major charismatic retreat centres like Matridham Ashram.

Example: The faithful adopting the "Orans" posture a la the celebrant during the Our Father, the priest leaving the altar/sanctuary during the "exchange of peace", singing at the elevation, self-intinction, "praying/singing in tongues" during the Liturgy, congregation joining in singing the Doxology, felicitations and applause, conferring of shawls and gifts to priest-celebrants during Holy Mass, etc. The list is far from exhaustive. Occurrences of the above -- and many others -- are documented in different articles and reports on this ministry’s web site.

The CCR has to a great extent become one more pious activity in the Church, an end unto itself.

I would like to assert once again that I am not indulging in charismatic-bashing or in condemning the Catholic Charismatic Renewal; I reiterate that my spirituality is very much charismatic.

I write as one who would like to see, as it were, a new Pentecost in the Charismatic Renewal, or as my second mentor, the late charismatic priest Fr. Francis Rebello SJ prayed for, "a renewal of the Renewal".

*
A January 24, 2004, letter from Ohio, USA, Catholic apologist Ron Smith hfministry@roadrunner.com:
Occasionally my wife and I will attend a charismatic conference or local event although we do not identify ourselves with the title of 'charismatic'. We both have spiritual gifts that the Lord has given us and we use them. When asked if we are charismatics, we simply reply that we are Roman Catholics loyal to our pope and those bishops who are in union with him and that we have gifts from the Holy Spirit that we use when prompted to do so by the Holy Spirit.

*
Scott Hahn, once a charismatic himself, told me the charismatic movement was one lane coming into the church and six going out. –Austin Ruse, Crisis Magazine, July 19, 2013
Austin Ruse is president of C-FAM (Catholic Family & Human Rights Institute), a New York and Washington DC-based research institute focusing on international legal and social policy.
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In Anthony Lobo’s July 2017 article, the sentence “For details refer my book entitled UNMASKING THE LIE” is missing in the CHARISINDIA article (page 6) but is in the soft copy that I have. 
It is a matter of surprise that the author of those three of his articles, one of the senior-most and prominent leaders associated with the CCR, and who is regularly conducting Inner Healing retreats in India and overseas, is wrongly named as “Antony” Lobo. Also in the January 2013 issue.
Anthony Lobo shared with me that the CHARISINDIA Chief Editor Professor Constantine Fernandez cut and trimmed one of his articles to fit into the pages, as a result cutting out important points in the article, and making it meaningless. On confronting him, he never got a reply back, he said. 
Other articles in CHARISINDIA by Anthony Lobo:

Inner Healing and the Word of God – January 2013

Remembering God the Holy Spirit – The Key to Forty Years of Charismatic Renewal – February 2013**
Inner Healing and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit – April 2013

Inner Healing and the Call to Holiness – July 2013
**An excerpt concerning the early (1975?) experience of Anthony Lobo:
We did not plan Praise and Worship; there was no training as to how to conduct a prayer meeting or what songs should be sung at a prayer meeting, or “how much time should be spent on Praise and how much time on Worship”. There was no planning, no organizational skills, no preparation as such, and yet these were times of some of the best prayer meetings ever held, when we would allow the Spirit of God to lead us and we would listen to him. Invariably a theme of Praise or Trust or Abiding in Him or Peace would emerge and invariably the speaker, also not planned, would take up the same theme.

Those were truly the days of Elijah when we were so open to, aware of the presence of God the Holy Spirit and eagerly sought his promptings, his directions in everything we did and lived. Those were the days when no one had to exhort us to spend special time with Him in personal prayer; no one had to urge us to be faithful in reading the Scriptures; no one had to encourage us to be faithful at the prayer meeting. We longed for the same, we hungrily awaited the same, thirsting; we clung on to every word the speaker spoke as we freely invited the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us and take control of us… [One must read the entire account]
I completely understand the sentiments of Anthony Lobo. It was exactly the same experience that we can witness to of when the Holy Spirit moved sovereignly in our home situation. It was the best thing ever for us to be used by Him rather than our using our knowledge and “training” (thank God we has NONE!) to manipulate Him in one way or the other, the way that many prayer meetings today function. Even retreats have taken the form of assembly line factories to produce phenomenal experiences which then become the focus of future prayer meetings. People flock to retreats, from one to another, largely to experience these phenomena. People start to be regular at attending their prayer group meetings not out of a sense of longing and thirsting for a God who will melt and mould and purify them but out of a kitty-party mentality, a need to belong to a group, a place where they feel nice and good and wanted… and unchallenged prophetically.

And, as Anthony Lobo stresses in the three articles further above, inner healing of emotions, hurts and wounds as well as a consequent genuine change of heart is neither sought for nor effected. It is no wonder then that the majority of prayer meetings today are spiritually dry and empty.
Anthony Lobo was the Secretary of the first National Service Team of the CCR in India. He was the Director of the National Charismatic Office 1983-1988 when we were in communication with each other on behalf of the Delhi Service Team.
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CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11 - RAMPANT USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU IN THE CCR AT INAUGURAL CEREMONIES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-11.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12 - CHARISMATIC SEMINAR UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE YOGIC JESUS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-12.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13 - CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND FR. ANIL DEV IMS’ MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-13.doc
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL-BRO IGNATIUS MARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL-BRO_IGNATIUS_MARY.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_HAPPENED_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
