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MICHAEL PRABHU, JANUARY 10, 2020
“Charismatic” Om-chanting yoga guru Fr. /Swami Anil Dev IMS to give “retreats” in Chennai courtesy of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Follow-up.
The initial report “CHARISMATIC” OM-CHANTING YOGA GURU SWAMI ANIL DEV TO PREACH IN CHENNAI COURTESY OF THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 5 JANUARY 2020, 9 pages
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_OM-CHANTING_YOGA_GURU_SWAMI_ANIL_DEV_TO_PREACH_IN_CHENNAI_COURTESY_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc was emailed to the Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore under copy to St. Louis church and St. Sebastian’s church and other regional and national level leaders of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) on the 6th and 7th of January.

I did get several letters in response, all of them very positive, appreciative and supportive.

I reproduce here a couple of others’ along with my replies:
From: Name withheld
Date: Fri, 10 Jan 2020 10:44:37 +0530
The MST chairperson also got back to me. He's willing to arrange a meeting for you with Anil Dev on any of the retreat days after the program. He's shown ur report to Anil also and the acharya also wants to meet you. […] If you wish to meet, I am happy to connect you both.

Date: Fri, 10 Jan 2020 13:59:23 +0530

[…]
Why couldn't (he) himself contact me by phone or by email? Why make an overture through you?

If (he) is in the CCR leadership, he automatically shoulders their "baggage" as long as he does not intervene to change things or correct errors. By association, he is as "guilty" as any of the perpetrators of error. Anyone in CCR leadership is contaminated. That is the reason why Trevor Lewis, Dawson Gomes (Intercession), Anthony and Christina Lobo, Luz Maria and Minoo Engineer and a few other individuals (who all concur with me on all of my positions on these matters since early days) have moved away from the hierarchical structure of the CCR while still holding on to charismatic spirituality -- like Angela and I do!

Do you really think that anyone would benefit by our meeting together? Do you think that Anil Dev will cease to wear kavi and the rudraksha mala and promote arati, Om chanting and yoga? He would only defend/explain/justify what he does in Varanasi. I do not need to explain or defend my position on anything. My intensively researched reports on all related issues are all based on documented evidence and Church teaching. And they can't be ignored. These Hinduised priests will cite one or two isolated verses from Vatican II documents like #2 of Nostra Aetate about the "good" in other religions. With the inputs of eminent Catholics, I have presented my counter arguments in a large number of articles and reports at my site. It is tragic that the CCR leaders and its priests have also succumbed to the contagion that has afflicted the Indian church.

Angela's admission for major surgery is on the 15th when she will also receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. After three continuous days in the hospital and a memorial mass for an immediate family member coming up on Sunday the 12th, I am not in a position to meet with these proponents and defendants of Hinduism in the Church. If they are so confident of the correctness of what they do, they could issue a rebuttal to my Report, declaring how and why I am unjustified in my statements and conclusions. And, they could visit me at our home with prior information.

God bless. Thanking you, Michael
A former Chairman of the Madras Service Team. From: Joseph Dominic <josephdominic75@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: “CHARISMATIC” OM-CHANTING YOGA GURU SWAMI ANIL DEV TO PREACH IN CHENNAI COURTESY OF THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL

Date: Wed, 8 Jan 2020 22:52:04 +0530

Dear Michael,
Greetings! I would like to invite you for the seminar on Evangelisation at Madhavaram which you have referred to in your mail. Time permitting we could discuss in person some of the issues raised by you. 

With warm regards 

Dr Dominic Joseph

Cc: St Louis and St. Sebastian’s church, ex-chairman Roy Anand Date: Fri, 10 Jan 2020 16:04:02 +0530
Dear Dr. Joseph Dominic (do you really need to advertise that you are a doctor in signing an email to me?),
I guess that you are a former Chairman of the Madras Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) responding to my Report. Thank you for your invitation. However, I have already been "invited" through the flyer, the image of which I reproduced in my Acharya Anil Dev report that was sent to our Archbishop and to the CCR leadership. The flyer was forwarded to my ministry by a number of concerned Catholics.
If you visit my web site and also if you knew my since-1982 experience and "training" in charismatic renewal which includes several Catholic schools of evangelisation, you would know that I have nothing new to learn about evangelisation -- especially from a priest who "evangelizes" by not dressing like a Catholic priest should but is garbed as a Hindu swami, and who has been compromised by Hindu rituals and practices in false "evangelization" at his ashram, Matridham, in Varanasi. Sure, he preaches "Jesus" there, but it's not the Jesus of the Bible. He presents a syncretized Jesus. I elaborate further: Hindus may accept Christ at Acharya Anil Dev's ashram but the Christ that they accept is just one more god for them to add to their pantheon, not the unique Son of God, the knowledge of whom would move them to ask for Baptism into the Catholic Faith, before which they would abjure all of their other gods. Psalm 95:5 (For all the gods of the Gentiles are devils… Douay-Rheims) or 96:5 (For all other gods are worthless idols… in even the Hinduised St. Pauls New Community Bible 2008). Please check out other unadulterated translations. What the Acharya is doing at his Ashram is saying to his listeners that he is no different than they are and that his brand of Christianity poses no threat to them. Without really renouncing anything pagan, they induct Christ into their lives. While only God can be the judge of those individuals who accept Jesus under those conditions, if you would read the older Q and A catechisms (I have a few with me, Krishnagar Bishop Louis LaRavoire Morrow's "My Catholic Faith" for instance), you would know what the real Catholic Church teaches on salvation and universalism (since the first two millennia), not what the Church of Nice teaches since the last 5 decades. See: ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL FR AUBREY MASCARENHAS  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL_FR_AUBREY_MASCARENHAS.doc
In 1999, at their first English-language Bible College, the Divine Retreat Centre, Muringoor, organized "entertainment" some evenings. The eminent lay preacher Fritz Mascarenhas had been one of the retreat’s speakers. Thoroughly disgusted by the Hindu temple atmosphere invoked by one of the items, I walked out of the hall only to find that Muringoor preaching couple Teresa and Glen LaRive and Fritz were also outside, heading for the rooms. The couple commiserated with me on my feelings. And, Fritz said that "whatever anointing the attendees had received during the day would be lost" under the influence of the night programme. Does that sink in?
           
In January 2011, Fr. Jose Vettiyankal VC, another popular charismatic preacher wrote to me after a stay at Matridham with Acharya Anil Dev. He was greatly disturbed by the yoga, the Om chanting, etc. I fear that even my being present at your Acharya's programme would be for me to lose my "anointing". Frankly, I cannot see how any of your "leaders" have any of it at all, if at all they ever possessed it, after years of compromise, silence and exposure to a myriad of errors.
The last time that I was invited to a discussion with the CCR was in 1995 at the MRC Nagar residence of Santhome Living Waters prayer group "leader" Basil Row. I went over with my wife and three friends from other parishes who had been attending the Friday LW "prayer meetings" at my suggestion. These meetings rejected the use of the Bible (the de facto leader Joseph Paul, a regular practitioner of Zen Buddhist meditation before an idol of the Buddha under the tutelage of your Chairman, Jesuit Fr. A.J. Thamburaj, and of Pranic Healing [I saw him entering the venue of a Pranic Healing convention when Grandmaster Choa Kok Sui visited Chennai around that time). When challenged by me about his use of Osho/Rajneesh literature instead of the Holy Bible, Joe Paul answered that he did not use the Bible because the Old Testament "contains filth and pornography". The real leader of the LW prayer group, Thomas Manuel (Babu), avoided commenting on the state of affairs and did not attend the meeting called at Basil Row's. My friends, my wife and I were subject to high-decibel shouting and yelling from those gathered there and we were not allowed to present our case. Basil Row's family came out from the inner rooms fearing that things were getting physical. A report on this entire matter was filed with the then Vicar General Fr. Antony Devotta. Following an enquiry conducted by him, the VG instructed that the LW move from the Diocesan Pastoral Centre to the parish fathers' house. I was asked to start a prayer group there, and did so, even conducting a night vigil in the Cathedral itself. The LW group continued to meet at the DPC in defiance of the VG's instructions. Unfortunately, as our Saturday prayer meetings grew in popularity and numbers, former Chairman Babu and his wife Rosy and a couple of others, while still attending the LW on Fridays joined our prayer group on Saturdays and after a few months my wife and I decided that it was better for us to exit. When we did, the prayer meeting folded up.
Shortly after, the newly-formed New Jerusalem prayer group started meeting at their residences in the Dooming Street area of Santhome and we were happy to be part of their circle till they moved away. So at any one time in those years, there were two prayer groups operating in one parish simultaneously. Yet when the NJ started a second prayer meeting (the original meeting was/is conducted at the residence of a former Chairman)  in the Little Mount parish, you as then Chairman, citing some still unclear rules, shut them down, and only succeeded in isolating them. They are still in operation. I have tried to be as brief as possible about the above (LW and NJ) issues. There is so much that you do not know about the CCR in Chennai, Joseph Dominic. And at the national level too. My wife and I are co-founders of the first Delhi Service Team, 1982, and planted prayer groups across Delhi. Thomas Manuel (Babu) turned up and introduced himself to us at one of our day-long programmes when he was transferred there from Chennai. We led a 24-member delegation to a national Convention in Perambur, Chennai (in the 1980s). Supported by the National Charismatic Office in Mumbai, I operated the CCR book ministry in New Delhi. With the assistance of our Archbishop-appointed spiritual director Fr. Susai Sebastian (currently the Vicar General of Delhi archdiocese), I ensured that I was not elected Chairman for 10 years, not realising how "useful" it might come in later if I were known in CCR circles as ex-Chairman Michael Prabhu. 
Since my arrival in Chennai in 1993, my overtures to the CCR have been spurned and my ministry and I have been treated like you know what. A major reason is that, as I wrote in the Acharya Anil Dev report, I did not have any CCR "background". Despite all my service, I had no status with/within the hierarchical renewal. I have received a few responses to the Acharya Anil Dev report, all of them very positive, not even one of them a bit critical of it or of me. In it, I had given a link to senior and long-time CCR leader Anthony Lobo's published (in CHARISINDIA) experiences with the CCR and its leadership. 
One of the most senior leading couples in CCR ministry now writes to me about their travails, how they and their pioneering work have been "blacklisted ... and groups were warned not to invite (us) to give teachings in the prayer groups because (we were) not 'authorized' [acceptable?] by the Service Team" at the regional as well as national level. I wish I could share with you their identity and the entire contents of their email. And of the others that I received. How do you people even claim to be "anointed" -- or even normal -- Catholics?
If Acharya Anil Dev is so confident about the genuineness of his positions on his brand of "evangelization", and if you and your controllers would give me a few minutes at the microphone to ask my questions and receive answers in public, I would accept your invitation to come down for a meeting, but you people have a long history of promoting sycophancy and stoning your prophets. My talking to a bunch of such leaders or to their blind followers -- whose loyalty and fealty are not to the Church and to orthodoxy and orthopraxis but to their leadership -- would be unproductive. 
While I do go regularly to the local parish and other churches, I have been attending the Traditional Latin Mass frequently since six years. At the TLM, the glory goes not to the priest, not to the P&W ministry, not to the congregation as at charismatic Masses, but to God. As I got to know other people at the TLM, I found that more than half of them had a background in charismatic renewal, even in P&W ministry at Muringoor. Why is that so? This is no place for me to answer that question. But what I can say here is that even if I did, your leaders and your priests who have taken away the glory and reverence due to God at Holy Mass would never understand a syllable of what I am saying. I might add that one daughter-in-law of ours attends a charismatic prayer meeting, my wife and I still evangelize vigorously at every opportunity, and we also exercise some of the "charismatic" gifts such as intercession, healing, or praying in real unknown languages (not blabbering in unintelligible sounds) that are interpreted for us through visions or in some other way. We regularly receive testimonies of people who were converted -- from running to Protestant meetings -- to genuine Catholicism, and who were healed. But since you people imagine that you all (charismatics) have the monopoly on the gifts of the Spirit, you will not believe anything I say.    
I am quite certain that Acharya Anil Dev will not promote yoga or chant the Om mantra at the St. Sebastian’s church, Madhavaram, over the next three days. He will not dare to do that outside his Matridham ashram.
If there were any factual errors in my Acharya Anil Dev report, you would refute them. I know well that you cannot, because there are none. From 1995, I have dedicated myself to full time Catholic ministry. In humility I can claim to be the leading objective (that can be very difficult but not impossible) authority in India or even in Asia, on New Age errors having researched and spoken on them for almost two decades. You leaders are fully aware of that but will not use me to speak to your people, clear your doubts and answer their questions on the subject. As recorded by me in various reports at my site, your national leaders came very close to inviting me to give seminars on the subject of New Age, and having my articles serialized in CHARISINDIA, until they realized that such seminars would only expose most of them. I have already emphasized in the Acharya Anil Dev report that the basic philosophies of the New Age movement and Hinduism are the same. Your leaders simply cannot afford to let me talk on those issues because if I did they would run afoul of the CBCI and the CCBI, considering that a majority of the Bishops are compromised and also that the CCR is dependent on their goodwill. So they backed out on their promises, some of which were made in public at (New Age) seminars delivered by me (Cyril John at Bandra, Mumbai in April 2004, and Fr. Britto Jacob CSSR in Bangalore in December 2007). That is the reason that I continue to write reports exposing New Age priests and New Age charismatic leaders. That way, many Catholics have been steered away from spiritual danger. 
I am supported in what I do by a couple of Bishops, several priests and many lay people. Most of these lay people are charismatics and attend prayer meetings. If you consider that I have had to manage a family and ministry since more than 25 years with absolutely zero income, no investments of any kind, and no property of my own, you would figure out that I need something like a staggering Rs. 4,50,000 per annum to meet our domestic needs and pay our bills (don't forget the medical part, you being a medical doctor), to travel and conduct my ministry... How do we do that? Providence. We live by faith... and we tithe. We do not solicit. Ever. Charismatic leaders are known for their treachery, lies and breaking their word. Not our God. When he called me/us and sent me in 1982, we remained faithful to Him and the ministries that he gave us, and we have never had to lack. Some months of the year, we receive nothing or very little. At other times it is generous enough to more than compensate. God has met our needs, year after year after year. And 75% of these freewill donors are members of charismatic renewal prayer groups!!!!! Those facts alone should make the whole lot of you stop and reflect. And, isn't it an irony? CHARISMATIC CATHOLICS tithing so generously to an insignificant one-man ministry (exposing charismatic New Age and other errors) that can never publicly identify and thank them. On the other hand, the Madras Service Team of the CCR has been plagued with a paucity of funds and has been unable to sustain the publishing of its newsletter Spirit Aglow despite several attempts under different chairpersons.  

Where were you or any of your current and former chairpersons in 2018 when Dr. Fr. Bosco Ryan gave the CCR that seminar on New Age in Perambur? Were you present? If you were, you were one of those who ignored me and stayed away from me. If you weren't, it shows what your priorities are. Only the incumbent Chairman Roy Anand was there. He had no choice. Not even his wife and now-grown children accompanied him. (My wife and I were regular visiting members at his wife Mary's weekly prayer meeting at Our Lady of Visitation Church in the late 1990s or so. And, we have visited their home. Yet, apart from the minimal courtesies, she and her husband have NOTHING to say to us whenever we bump into each other in church. And I suspect that it is because of two reasons both of which are cardinal sins: because I was not birthed in the CCR and because I constantly expose error. They also ignore all my emails*). In fact there were no children present at all that day. There are a fair number of ex-chairmen in this city. That is how much of interest you all have in learning of New Age dangers from a theologian. All of these former chairpersons and their families are conspicuous by their absence at CCR Chennai programmes. They have nothing to benefit by showing up as the top national CCR posts are already tightly held, secured and rotated. Madhavaram parish is the home turf of longtime leader and former Chairman David Doggett. It hosts one of the most decrepit and lackluster prayer groups in the city. Several former prayer group members are now Pentecostal. As I noted from the CCR web site itself, Doggett’s own cousin who is well-known in charismatic circles was at one stage in the SSPX (which is very anti-charismatic) seminary. Your own stables need cleaning out, Dominic Joseph. If you need help in that regard, please enlist me.
*Correction: He did reply once and that was in October 2005 when I sent him my very first report of 96 pages (http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc) on the Catholic Ashrams movement of which Acharya Anil Dev and his Matridham ashram are lynchpins. Apparently he did not even open the attachment, leave alone read it. He wrote, "Dear Michael, Praise the Lord !!! Thanks for your mail.  This topic does not interest me.  I do not advocate visits to such ashrams too. Thanks for listing me in your mail. love and prayers - roy anand". The topic did not interest him! Why does it interest him and his kind who want me to meet with them now, 15 years down the line? That was the very first time that I mentioned Matridham ashram and Acharya Anil Dev. 
I reproduce here my October 2005 response to Roy Anand in full: 
Dear Roy, I greatly appreciate your kind and prompt reply [because most leaders from the MST prefer to not even acknowledge my emails], and so I am very grateful to you that you are different towards me and this ministry .I am quite certain that you neither approve of the Ashrams nor would you direct anyone to those [New Age] experiences. **However there ARE a few leaders in the Renewal EVEN IN CHENNAI who have been to these ashrams, and my endeavour is to bring to light the errors of their [the Ashrams'] teachings and practices so that Catholics may be better educated, and warned. Hence months of research and even visits to those places. I sent copies of the same email worldwide, and only two persons have asked me not to send the report. Among those who have replied and asked for it are a few Bishops, the Pro Nuncio, a Cardinal, Ralph Martin, Allan Panozza [Chairman ICCRS], many priests in charismatic ministry, several members of the NST, Regional Service Team Chairpersons, Retreat Centres and dozens of prayer group warriors. However, I am always there at your service in case you change your mind and would like to read the report. Love to Mary and your son, Michael. 
Dominic Joseph, what do you infer from Roy’s 2005 response in the light of ashram founder Anil Dev’s 2020 programmes?
About the Ashrams etc. I have sufficiently warned other former MST (http://www.ccrchennai.in/about-mst.html, http://www.ccrchennai.in/mst-team-discernment.html) Chairmen cum NST luminaries including Benjamin Gonzaga and Vinoo Antony on numerous occasions. From my Google search, I just learned that Wilson Irudayaraj is the MST chairman since March 2019. It is no wonder that he ensured that he was present at the 2018 New Age seminar! I understand that my Acharya Anil Dev report has been shared with him. And a couple of days ago, I ran into one of the present first-time MST members (I withhold his name) in the hospital, the same one who had "prayed over me" and anointed me with holy oil in the Emergency Care Unit a couple of years ago. He all but fled from my presence this time around.  
Also, I wonder if the present MST/CCR spiritual director Fr. Arulraj has been made aware of my Report. I close my case. 

With very warm regards to you too, Michael
