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                                                                                              JUNE 23, 2019 
Almayasabdam and Church Citizens’ Voice are anti-Catholic
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In conjunction with this, read CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE OF DR JAMES KOTTOOR IS LIBERAL AND NEW AGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_OF_DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR_IS_LIBERAL_AND_NEW_AGE.doc 
Almayasabdam is headed by Dr. James Kottoor jameskottoor@gmail.com. He is editor-in-chief of Church Citizens’ Voice, launched in November 2014.
Their online media was originally launched in November 2010 as almaysabdamblogspot.com, in Malayalam, meaning Voice of the Laity, ostensibly “to promote and publicize the Christian goals and ideals of Kerala Catholic Reformation Society started in Palai, Kerala, to reform the Syro-Malabar Church”.
Two of their Associate Editors, Zach Nedunkanal and Joseph Mattappally are schooled in heretical teachings and New Age respectively (see initial report).

When researching on them in July 2015, I made some startling discoveries. 
They are in cahoots with the liberal National Catholic Reporter (talk of birds of a feather!).

In the first report, I wrote:
With stuff like the following on their site, they, CCV/Almayasabdam, is not Catholic:
“There was always the belief, there still is, that anything started by Church Citizens (laity) without the active support and blessing of the clergy will never succeed. Team CCV instead believes that nothing started with divisive mentalities like, Clergy, Laity, Catholic, Christian, non-Christian, religious, agnostic, atheistic can never ever succeed for the simple reason: none of them has the substance of permanence due to internal feuds and competition for supremacy.
That may be why Pope Francis said: ‘My God is not a Catholic God.’ Only a humanely human and all embracing “Son of Man” vision of Jesus eloquently expressed also by Sri Narayana Guru: “One God, one religion, for one all-embracing humanity” alone can sail gloriously and peacefully above all man-made divisions.  Recall here also Vayalar Rama Varma’s prophetic poem: “Man created religions and religions created Gods. Then humans, religions and Gods held the marathon conference and divided this sweet mother earth, divided the fertile minds of humans among themselves.”
These divisions should be wiped out of the face of the earth.”
See more at http://almayasabdam.com/about-us/.

Dr. James Kottoor is pro-women’s ordination (among other things). 

A prominent Indian "Catholic" journalist and former editor of the New Leader (a Catholic fortnightly from Chennai) and Indian Currents, he attended the first Women’s Ordination Worldwide (WOW) Conference in Dublin in 2001 at the personal invitation of formerly-Hyderabad-based ex-priest John Wijngaards, the founder of the leading women priests organization www.womenpriests.org which is represented in India by Virginia Saldanha.

I came across a 2002 223-page book by Dr. James Kottoor on the subject of women’s ordination. 
The blurb seen on the Googled web page is reproduced in red color below:

Woman, why are you weeping?: A Discussion on Women's Ordination in ... - Google Books Result



http://books.google.co.in/books?id=LNT7DrcQiy8C&pg=PA52&lpg=PA52&dq=Ordain+women+UCAN&source=bl&ots=Lbl_wDVfBf&sig=H-XuqxAIKIEQOwRHXpZS_JgTOlY&hl=en#v=onepage&q=Ordain%20women%20UCAN&f=false
James Kottoor 
QUOTE Anil Couto, supporting women's ordination in an interview to UCAN prior to his 
Episcopal Ordination said, “Ordaining women would be a step forward in the full in the full flowering of the Church.” UNQUOTE
The book in which he quotes the now Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto is the outcome of that conference of heretics and his close association with leading feminists and women priests and their supporters, Bishop Anil Couto being one of them.

ARCHBISHOP OF DELHI SUPPORTS WOMEN'S ORDINATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_OF_DELHI_SUPPORTS_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc
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A recent addition as Associate Editor of CCV: Isaac Harold Gomes of Kolkata

The current file is a 2019 update on the one given at the top of this page.

For a start, these “Catholics” are in favour of yoga master Sr. Infant Tresa FCC. Yoga is New Age.
YOGA MASTER SR INFANT TRESA OF NIRMALA YOGA CENTRE 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/YOGA_MASTER_SR_INFANT_TRESA_OF_NIRMALA_YOGA_CENTRE.doc 

It gets much, much worse than that. Almayasabdam is not averse to militating for the abolishing of organized religion, the Catholic sacraments to “bury” the cultic priesthood (they opine that transubstantiation is a superstition), devotion to the Blessed Mother, etc., as we shall see now, in three articles that follow.
Why not Priesthood itself? Abolish Sacraments to Eradicate Clericalism!
http://almayasabdam.com/letter-to-editor-from-jacob-macwan-why-not-organized-religion-itself/
By Jacob Macwan, Mumbai, June 5, 2019. Emphases and font colouring theirs. Bold mine

Welcome to Sri Jacob Macwan, a well-read independent, honest GEM of a thinker from Bombay with a journalistic bend. He just bumped into CCV fraternity. Proof? Just read his short introductory letter:
“Dear Dr. Kottoor, I have been a regular reader of Almayasabdam and CCV, and have become addicted to your intelligent, well-argued and full-of-micro humour comments on various articles especially on corruption in the church and clericalism, consequently becoming a great fan of yours.
“I was contemplating writing a full-fledged article for CCV for a long time and finally I have done it. In the attachments please find the article. I would like you to kindly consider the article for publishing it in CCV if found suitable….  ”
 

We need more Macwans
Thank you, Jacob for the undeserved praise! Yes it is the first time we hear from him and it took over a week to find his whereabouts. We have now also his bio-data which we shall share with you as we go on. Reading his article below, you will find he is a widely read research scholar as he quotes from various writers in the CCV and an independent thinker. It is such writers that CCV urgently needs, to raise relevant questions and dare to offer their  own answers for acceptance, correction, modification or rejection as we request  readers to deal with our own views.
Whatever you may think, I am a “Know-nothing” and the more I read, study and learn from others, I am more and more convinced of what I am. We all are “know-nothings” only to a greater or lesser extent. We all have to learn from others — the self-styled enlightened or the self-pitying ‘idiots’. All have something to teach us. Hence the saying: “We have to learn even from a grave digger!”
 

Clericalism and Sex
Clericalism and clerical sex-abuse are the hot-potatoes discussed today all over the world and the remedy Macwan suggests is to abolish the Sacraments. We discussed these and more complicated issues in the past. Researchers have found that Jesus never instituted any of the sacraments. He never called himself a ‘Priest’ either, but the Son of Man (ideal human), not even a Christian, recall INRI posted on his cross, the name Christian came into use in Antioch years after his death. Can you imagine such a critic of the priesthood, himself becoming a Priest?
The last what we wrote was, Jesus and the Priestly class cannot survive together since priests “hypocrites, whitewashed sepulchres and brood of wipers”, have made the house of God into a “den of thieves”. Chapter 23 of Mathew is an indictment with his litany of “Woe to you!” from beginning to end. Therefore he had to use all four tricks of the Indian code of conduct: Samam, Danam, Bhedam, Dennam, even the last, taking up the whip to chase them out of the temple.
 

Biggest Pharisaical Church?
Recall what we wrote about the parable of the Pharisee and publican in the temple? Therefore who is the biggest Pharisee among the thousands of the Churches today and multiplying? That is why we cannot be part of any of the Churches, without betraying Jesus, our only leader and master. Hence our option is for the Cattle Class, or company of Jesus born in cattle shed and lived among the poor, the least, last and lost, opposing all hierarchical positions, titles or reverential appellations. “Work is worship!” – foot-washing work – recall “When you did to these little ones you did it to me”, not when you pray in an air-conditioned 50 crore Cathedral to a God you can’t see.
 

Ours not a Church of Jesus but of Constantine
As repeated many times we are deeply rooted in the Church of Constantine, who high jacked the simple humble company of the Jesus, where competition is to be the last to serve, to do the foot-washing ministry, not to sit on thrones to be served. Inventing rituals for a pay for “hatch, match and dispatch” (baptism, marriage and burial) is the way of corporates to mint money for themselves, or to worship the ‘Golden Calf’. Macwans deals with all such sacraments.
If there is a God who created intelligent humans, they are to be led by their own God given light just as a fire-fly is to be led by its own little light to reach its goal. The priestly class has made it their profession to coax God to change God’s mind to suit your needs for a pay. It is said Charles De Gaulle’s prayer used to be: “Sacred Heart of Jesus TRUST IN ME” and bless me abundantly. Priests in all religions brainwash the credulous to trust them blindly, to get God do their bidding.
 

God-spark, where?
So the fundamental questions to be discussed today are far too many: Does God exist? If he does exist, shouldn’t he be explained by rigid, scientific reasoning? Did any of the triune Gods write the Bible? None to our knowledge or to anybody’s. There are equally or more valuable writings in many religions.  Are not all religions and their Gods products of mere fertile imaginations or dreams of exceptional human visionaries? Questions can be multiplied ad nauseam.
If we have to look for God-spark in this world, since we all search for an ultimate cause of everything, shouldn’t we look for it in “Satyagraha” (insatiable desire) to know the TRUTH of Gandhiji, or “Snehagraha” (unending desire to love and be loved) deeply rooted in every human mind and heart? Jesus told the woman at the well: to stop worshiping God on this mountain or that, in this temple or that, but in the Cave (temple) of your heart as LOVE EVERLASTING!
 

Follow Commanding Conscience
In short if there is a God he has to be found in one’s rational Convictions in the mind, and the flame of LOVE unsullied in every human heart, not outside of oneself. So shouldn’t the golden rule to be followed be: “Follow your commanding convictions?” and not the prescriptions of priests and poojaries? -James Kottoor, Editor CCV.
Please read below Macwan’s article:
Abolish Sacrament to bury clericalism!
The word Clericalism has created a storm in the Catholic world in recent times, as Pope Francis has put it forward as the prime cause for the sexual abuse crisis in the Catholic Church. He described it as the attitude of the clergy (ordained priests and bishops) in which they see themselves as special and superior to others. I made some further search to understand the word and found the following:
Speaking at a day-long conference 'Healing the Breach of Trust' held on 23 March, 2019 at the Catholic University of America in Washington, as reported by Catholic News Service in CRUX on 31.3.2019, Richard Gaillardetz, a theologian from the Boston College explained Clericalism is seen as maintaining a distinct clerical identity that often lacks solidarity with people of God, a sense of being exempt from criticism or accountability by those outside the clerical guild and an instinct to protect the good reputation of their Guild at all cost.
Chad Recknold, a theologian from the Catholic University of America in Washington speaking at the same conference theorised that clericalism stems from a willingness to turn away from God, and to replace the true priestly ministry as exemplified by Jesus by the desire to maintain power and influence over others. Although offering differing perspectives on clericalism both agreed that clericalism needs to be addressed if the church is to begin recovering from the sex abuse scandal.
Equating clericalism with priest-craft without reference to the sex abuse scandal, Indian scholar Valson Thampu drew attention to the dangers of clericalism in his two articles: ”Protect Kids from Priest-craft”/New Indian Express, CCV/19.3.2019 and “Clerical Class, Hierarchy? Institutional Blasphemy”/The Statesman and CCV /4.4.2019. He has so succinctly captured the situation in these words: "The only business of the priests is to mediate between God and believers. Priestly authority is based on the belief that priests have special powers to influence God even to the extent of changing God's will; to force God to act contrary to His natural disposition."
This priest-craft has turned the meaning of religiosity upside down, as Dr. James Kottoor, Editor-in-Chief of CCV says: In true religion the emphasis is on seeking the will of God, but in popular religiosity the obsession is on our imposing our will on God. This brings to mind how the priestly class of all religions has tried to influence and control the believers by making themselves indispensable for offering their services to invoke God's blessings and neutralising God's wrath and any impediments at all important milestones in life of believers from birth to death. These include:  Naming ceremonies of the newborn children, coming of age ceremonies such as Bar Mitzvah (Jews), confirmation (Catholics), Holy Thread (Hindus), etc.
– betrothal and weddings
– on death, last rites and funeral
– Griha Pravesh while settling in a new house
– starting a new business, or even starting new branch offices
– commissioning a new machine or a vehicle, etc.
Clerical Narcissism
The clerics on the pretext of invoking divine favours by their ritualistic mumbo jumbo, usually in ancient, not-in-current-use languages (Latin for Catholics, Sanskrit for Hindus, Pali for Buddhists, etc.) exercise a stranglehold over the faithful and exploit them to collect donations on any pretext and making them compliant to various demands including sexual favours. This hold by the clergy over the faithful produced clerical narcissism to the extent of them believing in their own divinity, as exhibited by some cardinals, bishops, Parish priests, as well as other self-proclaimed godmen like Baba Ram Rahim Insan, Asaram Bapu, etc.
Scholar Varghese Pamplanil has also dealt with this topic in his article “Why Grin and Bear” (Almayasabdam, 31.5.2016) and I quote with his kind permission his assessment of the root cause of clerical arrogance as follows: “What is the methodology that enable the church (hierarchy) to have such vicious hold on its members? It is the hatch (baptism), match (church wedding) and despatch (burial in church compounds) set of so-called sacraments.”
In my opinion, the rot in the Catholic church started after it started being known as Roman Catholic church instead of Christianity. After the Roman emperor Constantine became a Christian and subsequently Christianity became the State religion, it became identified with the Roman empire. Dr. Kottoor has rightly termed the present day Church as Constantinian Church, since the Creed (I believe, the articles of faith) and the title Roman Catholic church were adopted at the council convened by Constantine at Nicaea.
Since the royals and the army were busy in battles and war-mongering for territorial expansion, the church was given the administrative authority over civil populace. This allowed the hierarchy the taste of pomp and power, and they got addicted to wealth, sex, power and royal comfortable lifestyle, as also to honorific titles such as Eminences, Excellencies, Royal Highness, graces, etc. This unfettered wealth and power made the hierarchy develop narcissistic attitude resulting in their considering religious domain as their personal fiefdom and the faithful as their bonded labour or even sex slaves.
Valson Thampu ends his first article with this note of despair: "No religion is safe in the hands of priests and pontiffs. Christian clerics have turned — of which Jesus had warned — churches into dens of thieves. May be, you can't help that, but surely, you can protect your children from the corrupting, crippling effects of priest-craft."
 

He begins his second article with this frustrating statement: "If anyone thinks that the church can be reformed and its evils eradicated, or our priests and bishops made less corrupt and more humane, they are chasing a wild goose. It is utterly futile to unseat a bishop or a hundred bishops. One bishop will be followed by another, worse than his predecessor."
He gives the reason for this as our ignoring Jesus’ teaching: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven”. (Mt 18.3, NRSV) Jesus puts the focus on our need to change. It is focused on transformation, which is total and radical change. People want to be transformed but without having to undergo any change. However everyone knows that change is necessary. If the relationship between God and us needs to be improved, one of the two needs to change. But if we don’t want to change, what is the way out of this stalemate? Well, the option is clear, God must change. That indeed is the singular purpose that drives religiosity in its entirety. The singular purpose of any established religion – including Christianity – is to change God to suit our convenience.
Because of this there is a yawning gap between spirituality and religion, and it is most striking in the case of biblical spirituality and Christianity. In biblical faith the emphasis is on seeking the will of God, while in popular Christianity the obsession is on imposing our will on God. All the ardent and fervent prayers, especially of the ‘so-called’ charismatic prayer groups indicate clear and unmistakable keenness to change God’s will to make it subservient to our own.
This is where the priestly class readily comes forward with its expertise to do business with God and to act as middle-men between God and the faithful with their smug confidence pretending that they have special powers to influence God. Priestly authority is rooted on a dangerous lie: that priests have the power and the authority to twist the will of God in favour of this or that person. This belief on the part of the faithful is based on superstition since there is no truth behind it.
What makes it believable is the elaborate and mesmerizing institutional network of the church hierarchy. This hypocrisy is promulgated and institutionalised by the church hierarchy by pretending to be able to manipulate the will of God to suit the whims and fancies of the petitioners. The irrational faith on the part of the faithful in the imagined efficacy of the prayers and mediation of the priests and saints anchored in various shrines designated in their honour as also irrational fear of condemnation by the priests/saints.
This reminds me of the boast made by BJP candidate for the Lok Sabha seat from Bhopal, Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur in her election speech that  senior police officer  Hemant Karkare died by the bullet of terrorists because of her curse on him!
The temptation of fulfilment of desire and the fear of God and of eternal damnation on the part of the faithful by excommunication and denial of sacraments are the weapons in the hands of the priests to control the faithful to keep them in line and to make them dance to their tune. Thampu says ordinary people are open to change, but priests are in the business of reformatting God. Who can change them? Pope Francis can go hoarse telling the bishops to give up their royal life-style, and serve the poorest in their flock, but the hierarchy carries on unheeded.
What gives them the audacity to ignore with impunity their pontiff’s fervent appeals? I have found out the secret. It is their power to administer the sacraments which the faithful consider the keys to the gates of heaven. Also the power priests and bishops wield to deny sacraments to anybody who incurs clerical displeasure. If the Pope denies them the power to administer the sacraments, their narcissism will get punctured as they will lose their divine powers. If the Pope is reluctant to take this step, the laity must take the initiative to not give importance to sacraments and stop being the handmaid of the clergy.
As such, many thinkers and researchers have published articles stating that most of the sacraments lack biblical sanction and validity. Notable among them is CCV’s regular correspondent George Nedumparambil’s article “Searching for Truth in belief! The BODY AND BLOOD CONUNDRUM” (CCV 21.12.2018) regarding the sacrament of Eucharist. Let me give below my own ideas about the sacraments.
My view of sacraments
Baptism: Nowhere in the Gospels can be found any record of infant baptism. Jesus himself got baptised at the age of about 30 before embarking on his earthly ministry. Roman emperor Constantine, the founder of ROMAN CATHOLIC church got baptised on his deathbed. Infant baptism was initiated on an erroneous dogma of Original Sin, purportedly to save infants from eternal damnation on account of their inherited sin of Adam and Eve; but more likely ‘to catch them young’ to expand the church’s sphere of influence.
Baptism is a public profession of being a Christian which only an adult can make after he becomes old enough to understand the implication and make an intelligent choice. Moreover, Baptism requires repentance (as proclaimed by John the Baptist), which does not apply to innocent children. Any Christian adult is authorised to administer baptism to a desirous candidate.
Confirmation: This is the only sure chance for a bishop to come face to face with a young Catholic, although apparently it does not make any significant dent in the life of the recipient. I have attended several retreats where descent of the Holy Spirit is invoked and experienced.
Confession: It is absolutely wrong to burden young children with the guilt of sins which they may not even understand and subject them to the trauma of confessing sins to a stranger. There are reported cases of priests taking undue advantage of information learnt from the confessional and of some priests blackmailing young females to submit to their sexual advances after the female had confessed to the priest their sexual fantasies and/or instances of adultery. A famous case of two priests repeatedly raping a young married woman in Kerala was reported some time back.
 

Eucharist:  The trans-substantiation of Bread and Wine on the altar at the Mass service into body and blood of Jesus Christ is a creative superstition perpetuated by the Roman Catholic Church with misinterpretation of Jesus’ words at the Last Supper. George Nedumparambil’s article quoted above deals with this superstition at length. To believe that Jesus is truly present in his body and blood in the blessed sacrament and to exhibit a consecrated wafer of wheat bread in the monstrance for public veneration is utter blasphemy.
If the church shows the courage to rectify this grave error, it would save the craze for golden/silver chalices, monstrances decorative tabernacles and colourful ritualistic vestments, altar coverings etc. And of course, the daily mass and the obligatory Sunday Mass attendance will become redundant. It would also stop the church to claim exemption from prohibition laws to import and store the so called sacramental wine. Some corrupt elements in a parish of Ahmedabad diocese in DRY Gujarat state were recently caught red-handed by the police selling sacramental wine in the black market!
Matrimony: This is a social event and subject to civil laws and authority. That is why a marriage certificate from the church is not acceptable in the government records just as the baptism certificate is not acceptable for issuing passports. That is why Baptism, marriage and funeral have to be registered with civil authorities to obtain birth, marriage and death certificates which are acceptable worldwide. I recommend civil marriage at the Office of Registrar of Marriages.
Holy Orders: After the priests lose all the powers and influence over the common folks, the priestly vocation will lose its attraction, and only the genuinely pious candidates will come forward to offer their services. Then the ancient Indian tradition of Guru-Shishya can come into practice. The candidate desirous of becoming a priest can seek apprenticeship with a learned priest of his choice and on successful completion of apprenticeship may be launched into independent practice with the blessings of his mentor. This practice will do away with the corrupt behemoth of hierarchy and also save the church the ignominy of running openly homosexual clubs in the seminaries as mentioned in the recent famous open letter from retired Pope Benedict XVI.
Extreme Unction: This sacrament is not an instant mantra or a shortcut to secure Permanent Residency in heaven for the sick and dying recipient. In any case there is no ban on any and all pious relatives or friends/well-wishers to pray for the sick.
Huge church buildings!
Abolishing the myth of the Eucharist being the real body and blood of Christ will put an end to the obligatory attendance at Sunday Mass and the high solemn Masses on church festivals. This will make huge church buildings and cathedrals redundant. While a large number of churches all over Europe are shut down and churches in the USA being sold to be converted into Hindu temples; Catholic priests especially the SMC divisions in India are bent upon building new churches at monumental expenses. People should stop forthwith contributions to church building funds.
Chapels for Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist and exposure of the consecrated host lodged in the monstrance for public veneration is absolute blasphemy and the practice including the Holy Hour service needs to be abolished. Mr. Pamplanil’s article referred above seems to be complementary to mine, and I would like to close with quoting his following advice to the laity with which I fully agree:
“It is better not to waste time and efforts for participating in church charades like religious festivals, charismatic circuses, Bible conventions, retreats, novenas and such other shenanigans. Above all avoid giving donations to church and offerings to sundry saints. Do saints need money? Denying the clerics money will make them come to senses. Don’t give the clerics importance any more. Become intellectually and socially independent. Don’t allow the clerics to interfere in one’s life.
Comment by George Nedumparambil:
The author has dealt with all issues openly. I fully agree with his comments expressed in this article and humbled to note he has quoted from one of my articles. Catholic Church absolutely needs a makeover as far as its rituals are concerned which not are not only out of sync with the written word in the Bible but also downright cultist. Priests have to be replaced with prayer leaders versed well with biblical knowledge and abolish all sacraments beginning with the so called holy Mass. 

George Nedumparambil is a liberal yoga-supporting individual. He is apparently spending a lot of his time online always on liberal sites. View his June 22 comment at http://mattersindia.com/2018/06/indian-catholic-priest-to-speak-at-british-parliament-on-yoga/#comment-923923480601122161.

Here is one of his comments at http://mattersindia.com/2018/02/kerala-diocese-suspends-priest-accused-of-sexual-abuse/:

Celibacy is not a gift from God but a theologically imposed stupidity which was probably thought out to disincentivise young men rushing to become priest to escape realities of harsh living. The church existed extremely well and even grew without help from this so-called gift of God. Jesus has clearly stated that it was only for those can accept which means no compulsion. Even St Paul has alluded to it as being optional.
Here is an article by George Nedumparambil, copied from Almayasabdam/CCV with an Introduction by Dr. James Kottoor, which denies that transubstantiation takes place during Holy Mass.
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Searching for truth in belief! The Body and Blood conundrum
http://almayasabdam.com/searching-for-truth-in-belief-the-body-and-blood-conundrum/
By George Nedumparambil, December 21, 2018. Font colouring theirs. 
Note: The writer of this article Sri. George, introduces himself as  a retired banker with 44 years’ service spanning three countries and who took to reading Bible post retirement to find out why he was being targeted by several bible carrying  people to come over for this prayer or that prayer and ended up with unintended result!.
A whole lot of deeply religious Christians, honest and believing, are often forced to launch out into a bread-winning job just after their school or college, and get lost until they get retired, to find free time to think seriously of their personal religious beliefs and practices imbibed with their mother’s milk. Many just tread on the beaten track until they are laid up waiting to cross death’s door to think of their after-life, based on what they once believed and practiced.
Here George is in the select admirable group spending his time very constructively in the study of the Bible to find meaning for his beliefs, for which he has to be congratulated, what is more, imitated. How many believers in various religions do this could be a topic of research, for the benefit of those who never think of it.
 

Mass and Communion!
In the article below he is analyzing a Catholic’s central belief and religious practice of attending Sunday Worship where the faithful take communion which is considered to be actual consuming of the Body and Blood of Jesus by the action of the priest saying: ‘This is my body…this is my blood’ which transforms, the wafer thin wheat bread and wine. This transformation is liturgically called “trans substantiation” which can’t be proved by scientific analysis of the changed bread and wine.
What is the truth about this blind belief and religious practice? If there is no truth, it should be dumped in the dustbin of Superstitious practices which Swami Agnivesh, in the last post in CCV called: “Religion without truth.” There are ever so many such beliefs, rituals and practices in all churches and other organized religions.
So it would be most appropriate to hear from a whole lot of simple honest believers belonging to all religions or unbelievers who are readers of CCV to arrive at a general consensus. Voice of the people is said to be the voice of God and acceptable norm in any democracy. Besides, this is the only mini research CCV is able to conduct.
So may we request our readers to send in their views, without fear or favour, about what they believe and practice. For the moment what we are looking for are answers to many questions Sri George has raised. Readers are welcome to raise other related beliefs, ritual practices and questions. After all we are now in the midst of heated debate on Sabarimala-centric religious or superstitious practices.
 

Superstitions?
We believe all are agreed on the principle that Religion without TRUTH is trash called ‘superstition’. Human being is defined as “Rational animal. Animal always and rational sometimes.” None of us want to be acting like animals always, but rational most of the times, possibly always.
That is why CCV has been constantly batting for the practice of following one’s light of REASON, weather insignificant like that of a ‘fire-fly’ or of a noon-day Sun. No one is expected to do the impossible, even by GOD, if he exists. Even great minds like Einstein never believed in a God, we wrote recently. So not to believe in a God can be a positive trait, and to believe, also a positive trait when one is caught between the Devil and deep sea and doesn’t know where to turn.
 

Caught in Dead end!
Limited man is constantly caught in a ‘Cul-de-sac’, a dead end, with no escape route when he is forced to find solace in Faith, Belief or Organised religion. It could be seen both as a strength or weakness of Human nature. 
So welcome to your ‘Frankly speaking’ for the education and enlightenment of all, since here below we are all never-ending learners and searchers –TREASURE HUNTERS!
 

Sathyagraha and Snehagraha
What is more, we are brothers and sisters bound together by “Sathyagraha and Snehagrapha” the driving energy, the petrol filled to the brim, in our tanks called ‘mind and heart’.  Let those two energies, TRUTH that liberates and LOVE that unites, drive us forward in our MERRY-GO-ROUND, here below.  -James Kottoor, Editor CCV
 

Read below George Nedumparambil’s views on faith & practice!
First thing first; I am a born Catholic and remains one though not much of a practicing type at that.
        As readers may have guessed this article is about Jesus’ body and blood which the faithful regularly consume at Mass service.  Catholics are told that the wafer, that the priest distribute saying “Body of Christ” and that they eat replying  “Amen” are no longer wafer made of wheat flour but the real body of Jesus and the wine his real blood.
This magical transformation happens when the presiding priest prays over the wafer and wine and asks God the Father to turn them into the body and blood of his son, Jesus Christ.  And it turns, so they claim, and call the process “transubstantiation”.  The magical transformation remains a concept not supported in Bible and by various other Christian groups but it remains the central point of a Catholic Mass service.
        And it is believed that eating Jesus’ body and drinking his blood are essential to gaining forgiveness of sins and eternal life after death. While performing this holiest of holy ritual the priest also asks God the Father “to accept this sacrifice”.  One is left to wonder as to what is being sacrificed.  Quite obviously the priest could not be deemed to be sacrificing himself as he remains well and truly alive to distribute the wafer and thereafter too.
        So, it appears that he is either referring to his labor as the officiating priest as a sacrifice (he could as well be watching a movie or surfing the net instead and hence for him a sacrifice to be in the church} or he is sacrificing Jesus himself and distributing the body parts to the congregation. In either case, it is apparent that the officiating priest care to hoods Jesus’ commandment that he does not want sacrifice but compassion.  Compassion and cutting someone into pieces and eating those pieces are strange bed fellows and therefore cannot co-exist, much less running into problems with the country’s laws that prohibit consumption of human flesh and blood.   
        There are some biblical problems with the above practice of the church and which I would like to look at.  Firstly, Jesus is not around in human form for the priest to get hold of him and cut him into pieces.
        Secondly there is a problem with Jesus being around in flesh and blood.  We are told that Jesus ascended into heaven and will come once again but that coming is not a silent one.  It will be an earthshaking event that sets off a chain of destruction that the mankind has not seen and only few living at that time will survive (all events courtesy of a loving and caring Father).   Other than this coming, the Bible does not point to any possibility of a surreptitious coming by Jesus in between. 
         Thirdly the bible does not permit consumption of human flesh.  As for blood the bible is categorical that bloods of any animals are not for human consumption. But the Catholic Church will have none of it as it insists that the wafer converts itself to flesh and what is being eaten is the actual flesh of Jesus.  Those who consume it believe and vouch for it. 
        There was a time I too believed in it.  But I know from my own experience of taking it in different churches in India and several countries abroad that I never felt flesh raw or cooked.  Not that I am a cannibal with a discerning taste for human flesh.  The problem would resolve itself if Catholic Church withdrew its magical wand called “transubstantiation” and say that the whole thing is to be taken symbolically. But they wouldn’t do it as it would amount to acknowledging that the Protestants were correct. It is a sacrilege to even think of it.   Hence the concept remains a holy cow.  I therefore wish to examine the Gospels in my own way to find what it says about ‘eating the body and drinking the blood’ of Jesus.
          My understanding is that Jesus first suggested the requirement to eat his body and drink his blood during an assembly of followers in a synagogue at a place called Capernaum.  He said “Truly, I say to you, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.   The one who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives with eternal life and I will raise him up on the last day”. (John 6: 53-54).
         This statement of Jesus begs the question – what is eternal life?  Jesus himself answers it “For this is eternal life: to know you, the only true God, and the One you sent, Jesus Christ”. (John 17: 3).  John 17:3 comes in a private conversation of Jesus with his Father.  To the assembly he taught, “This is the bread which came from heaven unlike that of your ancestors, who ate and later died. Those who eat this bread will live forever”. (John 6: 58).
           He was comparing the manna that God provided as part of God’s plan to keep the rescued Jews from Egypt with food and the present salvation mission in the form of Jesus that has come down from heaven.  But if Jesus’ body is   food unlike manna, those who eat shouldn’t be dying but they are just like those who ate manna!!  It therefore is not rocket science to discern that Jesus was not referring to eating him literally to gain eternal life, a life that comes after one dies and occurring at resurrection of the dead. 
        Logically therefore one is persuaded to ask: what did Jesus really mean by eating his body and drinking his blood.  This leads to its logical conclusion that Jesus could not have meant a literal eating and dispatching his body part to the stomach of a recipient. One’s stomach is not the best of places to send Jesus to only to be excreted next morning.  
I cannot imagine a greater insult to Jesus than such a treatment meted out to him. Therefore it can be concluded that he never intended literal eating of his body and drinking of his blood and was talking metaphor!!
       This line of thinking is not speculation on my part.  We have confirmation of it directly from Jesus himself.  In John 6:60 we see the reaction of the assembly when Jesus spoke of eating his body and drinking his blood. “After hearing this, many of Jesus’ followers said, “This language is very hard! Who can accept it?”  Even his own disciples did not understand what Jesus meant and murmured about it.  Knowing this, Jesus said to them “It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh cannot help.  The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John 7:63).
      This verse confirms that literal eating was never intended.  Ordinarily, this verse alone is sufficient to prove that the idea of transubstantiation is an unwanted stretch of theological imagination running wild.  But the church will have nothing of it and insists that what they are doing is as per the covenant Jesus issued during Last Supper which takes me to the chapter on Last Supper. In the medieval times the church killed many a people who opposed this concept including the Franciscan Monk, Giordano Bruno who was ahead of his times as far as his scientific knowledge went (please search Wikipedia for details).
 

Last Supper
        This chapter appears in the gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke.  All three gospels are in agreement that Jesus had his last supper on the first day of the festival of unleavened bread (otherwise known as Passover). All three are in agreement of Jesus taking bread and saying “this is my body” and the wine “my blood”.   But only Luke’s gospel say “Do this in remembrance of me”.  Assuming Mathew’s gospel was written by the disciple Mathew himself (I suppose this has not been proved as yet), whose gospel do we take as more authentic – Mathew who was present at the Last Supper or Mark and Luke who were not?
        So, I would imagine it was patently improper to have formed a ritual that has become the most sacrosanct aspect of Catholic worship on the basis of what Luke said who was not present at the Last Supper and that too ignoring what John said in his gospel.  Remember that John attended Last Supper.   Anyways, let us now consider one important factor.  Do we notice any consternation or disdain on the part of the disciples when Jesus asked them to eat his body and drink his blood as did at Capernaum (John 6)? 
      All three gospels are in agreement in that none describes that the disciples showed any emotion.  We might ask “Why”?  The disciples did know that Jesus was not referring to his body and blood literally, thanks to the explanation Jesus already gave to them in John 7: 63.  Another point on which all three gospels are in agreement is that Jesus’ statement that he will not drink the fruit of vine again until the day he drinks the new wine in the kingdom of God.
        Viola, Jesus himself identifies that the drink that they just had was wine indeed and not his blood!!  So it was metaphor for his dying violently.  It could not have been otherwise as we would end up with a ridiculous conclusion that in the kingdom of heaven he would drink his own blood!    That brings me to “Applied Christianity” by which I mean the faith in action after Jesus’ Ascension.
Applied Christianity
          We have in the Bible “Acts of Apostles” and “Letters” post Jesus’ ascension. We do not see the ‘eating of the body and drinking of the blood’ being taught by St Peter.  The earliest instance is in 1 Corinthian 11-23.  St. Paul describes to the assembly of people the events that occurred during last supper.  Thereafter, he concludes by saying “So, then whenever (some bible says ‘as often as’) you eat of this bread and drink from this cup, you are proclaiming the death of the Lord until he comes”.  I am at loss to fathom how this verse from St. Paul was lost on Catholic Church.  St. Paul did not perform the ceremony that we witness these days.  He was blessing the food (full meal) that each of those present would bring from home before they consume it following Jewish tradition of  “Breaking of Bread”  where the head of the  family say a thanks giving prayer over the food before everyone starts eating it.  There is nothing in Bible to support ‘transubstantiation”.
Conclusion
        We have it from Jesus that he was talking spiritually and from St Paul that the meal at the assembly is dedicated to Jesus’ memory that he came and died and he will come again.  I regard St Paul was extrapolating (probably the first such extrapolation to occur) Last Supper.  But going back into the three gospels I am tempted to conclude that when Jesus said, “do this in remembrance of me”, he was actually asking his disciplines to observe the festival of Passover in his memory.  Because the word “this” refers to the Passover bread that Jesus was eating. 
        Traditionally a lamb was killed by the Jews on the eve of Passover. But as St Paul says in 1 Corinthian 7-8.”Throw out, then, the old yeast and be new dough. If Christ became our Passover, you should be unleavened bread. Let us celebrate, therefore, the Passover, no longer with old yeast, which is sin and perversity, let us have unleavened bread, that is purity and sincerity”.  Therefore, “Do this in remembrance of me” can be considered as a covenant from Jesus that henceforth the festival of Passover is observed in his memory.
         This view is further strengthened by various verses in the chapter on Last Supper.  Jesus in Luke 22:8 says, “So Jesus sent Peter and John saying, “Go and get everything ready for us to eat the Passover meal.”  Then in Luke 22: 15 Jesus “I was eager to eat this Passover”.  So we notice that more than once he refers to Passover.  And it was a piece of the Passover bread that Jesus held in his hand when he said “Do this in remembrance of me”. 
         Logically therefore the word “this” refers to the eating of Passover Meal which Jesus wants observed in his memory.  
This makes eminent sense as otherwise we reach a ridiculous conclusion that unless we keep eating Jesus body and drink his blood day in and day out lest we should risk forgetting Jesus altogether!  How can a Christian not remember Jesus when it is imbedded in his psyche so much so that even if he accepts some other faith or become an atheists, the name of Jesus will always be there with him.
It is in living by the teachings of Jesus’ that one qualifies for Eternal Life not by eating His body.
My guess is that the Catholic Church knows the falsehood that they have been teaching all these years but are afraid to change it. On the one hand, it would amount to huge coming down, loss of face and embarrassment for the church to acknowledge that they were wrong all these years. Secondly and most importantly it is unpredictable how will the believers take it. So one can only hope that someday a pope will come along courageous enough to bury the Eucharist once and for all.
The Almayasabdam/CCV site carries lots of similar trash submitted by a number of contributors.

Letter to Editor, from Jacob Macwan
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By Jacob Macwan, Mumbai, June 21, 2019. Font colouring theirs. Bold mine
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Note: Welcome Macwan with your reaction. We too always held that organized religions are to be discouraged, since their beneficiaries are the organizers themselves. Of course different views are welcome to learn from all. It is for that CCV is an open forum: to learn from all. –James Kottoor

Dr. James Kottoor prefixed the title of my earlier article: "Abolish sacraments to eradicate clericalism" (Almayasabdam 5 – 6 – 2019) with "Why not priesthood itself", to which I readily agreed.
I started planning to write my next article in support of that, when on reflection, I got the idea to take it a step further and write on "Why not religion itself". I mean organized religion and a tendency to make a public exhibition of its practice and to decry every other religion except one's own.
I firmly believe that religion is in essence a way of life and morality, consistent with a belief in the existence of a God who is a supernatural power, creator and director of the cosmos and all the living beings within it promoting the concept of VASUDHAIVA KUTUMBAKAM  (universal family) and that every person has a freedom of belief and conviction of this maxim, which is purely personal and it need not be labeled by different names and displayed on one's person like wearing a badge or a lapel pin, including specific religious articles or clothing generally identified with this or that religion, such as a cross, a rosary, skull cap, Rudraksh malas, saffron robes, big tilak, turban, kirpan, nakedness of Digambar sect of sadhus or nanga babas, Hijab, burqas, etc.
Guided by the underlying principle of secularism, the Indian constitution has granted to every citizen a right to profess, practice and to propagate any religion of his choice, subject to public order, morality and health. However there are some religious practices being performed in public, which may not be considered essential to faith but are causing great inconvenience to the general public, particularly to senior citizens, and need to be restricted.
These are taking over of roads and public spaces for Durga Puja, Ganapati visarjan processions, accompanied by loud speakers blaring film songs, Friday public namaz service and Tajiya processions to name a few.  
Not to be left behind even the Christian community has lately started Eucharistic processions and processions and rosary recitals in honour of mother Mary. Jesus Christ had consistently taken a stand against public display of piety and religiosity. (Matt 6.2-4, 6.5, 6.16-18, Lk 18.9-14)
In view of individual freedom for the choice of one's religion or no religion, certain curbs on public display of religion and some practices are desirable but it may not be enforced by the government on account of vote bank politics, but mature and wise persons can initiate the changes voluntarily.
Firstly, insistence on observance of the same religion between spouses and between parents and their children should be done away with.
Public display of religious rituals and gatherings including mass prayers, worship of any deities and celebrating religious festivals need to be discouraged.
Subsidies for religious pilgrimages such as for Hajj, Char Dham Yatra, Vaishno Devi, Tirupati, Holy Land, Fatima, Lourdes, Vatican, etc. should be stopped.
All religious instructions, rituals and practices should be banned in educational institutions and instead value education (moral and ethical behavioural principles) and study of national constitution be introduced.
In today's violence-prone world, a large number of nations both small and large have found it wise to group together for mutual safety to discourage aggression and violent confrontation thinking there is safety in numbers.
So various nations with common interests and in a spirit of accommodative co-operation have come together to form groups such as BRICS, ASEAN, BIMSTEC, the Eurozone, NATO, and the biggest of them – The United Nations Organization (UNO).
So also organised religions need to consider an attempt at syncretism and formulate a comity of religions to avoid confrontation, clashes and chaotic bloodshed and genocide/mutual annihilation by terrorist attacks as recently reported in New Zealand and Sri Lanka.
"If no religious collaboration, goodbye to organized religions!" Almayasabdam editorial (28.8.2017) draws our attention to fast-changing demographic situation in Europe.
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