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MAY 28/30/JUNE 23, 2018
Church targets Modi? Defending Archbishop Anil Couto
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Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto 
1. Secular fabric under threat, let’s pray for India: Archbishop
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/secular-fabric-under-threat-lets-pray-for-india-archbishop/articleshow/64263864.cms
New Delhi, May 22, 2018

In a letter written to all parish priests in the capital, the Archbishop of Delhi, Anil Couto, asked for a prayer campaign to be launched and also appealed for fasting on Fridays ahead of the 2019 general elections. 
Citing the “turbulent political atmosphere which poses a threat to the democratic principles enshrined in the Constitution and the secular fabric of our nation”, the letter says, “It is our hallowed practice to pray for our country and its political leaders all the time but all the more so when we approach the general elections.” “As we look forward towards 2019 when we will have new government let us begin a prayer campaign for our country,” states the letter. 
When contacted, the Archbishop’s secretary, Father Robinson Rodrigues told TOI such prayer campaigns took place before every general election, but the exercise was being politicised this time. 

Not referring to any particular regime: Archbishop’s office 
The call for prayer for peace and free and fair elections happens before every election. It happened in 2014 and before that too. 
Only this time a political colour is being deliberately given to the whole exercise by some people,” Father Rodrigues said. 
On the reference to “turbulent political atmosphere,” the Archbishop’s office clarified that the current situation was indeed a cause for concern but “in no way were they referring to any particular regime or party.” “The use of “new government” in the letter is being misinterpreted. After every election a new government is formed whether it is of a new party or a party that may return to office again,” Father Rodrigues said.
The letter, written on May 8, contains an instruction that it should be read at all Sunday mass prayers on May 13. In it, Archbishop Couto requests that “...we observe a day of fast every Friday of the week by forgoing at least one meal and offering our penance and all our sacrifices for our spiritual renewal and that of our nation”. 
He also calls for an hour of special prayers -- “eucharistic adoration” -- every Friday at a convenient time in "all our parishes, religious houses and institutions specifically praying for our nation". The letter was accompanied with a special “prayer for our nation”, which says, “Let the dreams of our founding fathers and the values of our Constitution – equality, liberty and fraternity – be always held in highest esteem. Let the people of all castes and creeds, all denominations and persuasions live in harmony and peace steering far away from hatred and violence." 

The prayer further says, "Protect our legislature as a place of discerning minds. Raise our judiciary as the hallmark of integrity, prudence and justice. Keep our print, visual and social media as the channels of truth for edifying discourses. Protect our institutions from the infiltration of the evil forces.” The prayer also focuses on the poor and the marginalised, saying, “Let the poor of our country be provided with the means of livelihood. Let the dalits, tribals and the marginalised be brought into the mainstream of nation building. Let justice and integrity prevail in every sphere of our life.”
2. "Turbulent Atmosphere" - Let's Pray Ahead Of 2019 Polls: Delhi Archbishop

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/turbulent-atmosphere-lets-pray-ahead-of-2019-polls-delhi-archbishop-anil-couto-1855535?fb 

Edited by Deepshikha Ghosh, May 22, 2018
3. Rajnath Singh says minorities safe in India after Delhi Archbishop’s letter cites threat to secular fabric

https://m.hindustantimes.com/india-news/delhi-archbishop-s-letter-citing-threat-to-secular-fabric-draws-criticism/story-DLQmP0SEoBMi4niTARRBhL.html 
May 22, 2018

4. Delhi Archbishop says his letter on threat to democracy not about Modi government
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/delhi-archbishop-says-his-letter-on-threat-to-democracy-not-about-modi-government/story-T2YjMZSUaOVEJ2ivnOtSWK.html
New Delhi May 22, 2018

5. BJP, VHP slam Delhi Archbishop for call to prayers ahead of polls

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/bjp-vhp-slam-archbishop-for-call-to-prayers-ahead-of-polls/articleshow/64280122.cms
New Delhi, May 23, 2018

Archbishop of Delhi Anil Couto came under attack on Tuesday for his remarks that a “turbulent political atmosphere” posed a threat to India’s democratic principles and secular fabric with BJP president Amit Shah saying that “polarisation in the name of religion” is unacceptable.
Shah also said it was not surprising that West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee and Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu had supported the archbishop’s views since his letter’s content was in line with the opposition’s agenda to oust the NDA government. “The statement serves the opposition’s purpose, so naturally they will support it,” Shah said. Couto’s letter evoked sharp reactions from the government and Sangh Parivaroutfits like VHP.

No discrimination in India, says Rajnath
In a pastoral letter read out in all parishes of the Delhi archdiocese on Sunday, Couto called on Catholics to start a campaign of prayer and fasting on Friday ahead of elections in 2019. In his letter, Couto had said, “We are witnessing a turbulent political atmosphere which poses a threat to the democratic principles enshrined in our Constitution and the secular fabric of our nation.”
“It is our hallowed practice to pray for the country and its political leaders, but all the more so when we approach the general elections,” the letter said. 

“I have not seen the statement (of the archbishop) verbatim, but all I can say is that India is a country where there is no discrimination against anyone based on caste, sect or religion. Such a thing cannot be allowed,” home minister Rajnath Singh said on the sidelines of an event. “We will not compromise on the unity, integrity and sovereignty of this country at any cost,” he said.

VHP joint general secretary Surendra Jain attempted to draw the Vatican into the controversy, alleging that the Delhi archbishop was appointed by it. “Therefore, the archbishop’s statement is tantamount to interference in India’s internal matters and an attack on its sovereignty,” Jain said.
“Whenever there is a non-Congress government, Christian leaders see a threat to secularism. Such statements not only tarnish the image of Hindus, but also of Mother India,” he said.
Union minister K J Alphons, a former seminarian who was BJP’s pick for consolidating the Christian vote in the north-eastern before the assembly elections, waded into the controversy. He said the archbishop’s comments on the political atmosphere in the country were “unfair” and that “godmen” should stay away from politics.
6. Catholic Church reminds critics that it had advocated vote for good governance at Election 2014
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/catholic-church-reminds-critics-that-it-had-advocated-vote-for-good-governance-at-election-2014/articleshow/64278142.cms
By Bella Jaisinghani, Mumbai, May 23, 2016

The Catholic Church in Mumbai has questioned the selective outrage over a letter by the archbishop of Delhi Anil Couto urging Catholics to "pray for the country" ahead of the 2019 general election.
Couto had referred to the "turbulent political atmosphere which poses a threat to democratic principles... and the secular fabric of our nation". He urged Catholics to pray and fast every Friday till Election 2019.
Fr Nigel Barrett, spokesman for the archdiocese of Bombay, said, "It is unfortunate that so much is (being) read into the letter. It is a normal practice in the Church to pray for our elected leaders and to pray for free and peaceful elections. The archbishop has done just that."
"I think people have misread the words that say 'looking forward... to a new government'. After an election, whoever wins forms a new government at the Centre. The letter does not say to pray for a change in government as is being reported. It is unfortunate that a few media houses have blown it out of proportion and tried to polarise people on religious lines." 

Interestingly, TOI had interviewed Mumbai archbishop Oswald Cardinal Gracias before the 2014 assembly election where he advised Catholics to give "good governance" a chance over "secularism". Good governance was the BJP slogan at the time. No political party had objected then, not even the Congress whom Christians have traditionally voted for.
Fr Warner D'Souza of St Jude Church, Malad East, an active voice within the community, said, "Critics are viewing this letter with a distorted perception. It is not holding a brief for the Congress. No controversy arose when Cardinal Gracias spoke about voting for good governance in 2014, because that also was not advocacy for any party. Moreover, the heads of various churches ask their flock to pray before elections. Those who deny them that right are simply proving their intolerance."

Fr Warner, like archbishop Couto, said that the letter voices the opinion of ordinary citizens. "What has the archbishop of Delhi said that the country does not already know. It is not us who started the debate, it is those who speak of changing the Constitution that did so," he said.

"Did Yogi Adityanath not criticise Mother Teresa? She was a Bharat Ratna awardee, a saint and a true Indian nationalist. We did not hold morchas at his door, we simply agreed to disagree. I do not have to agree with your opinion but I have the right to express mine also," Fr Warner said.
7. Archbishop wrote letter 5 days after St Stephen’s chapel was vandalised
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/india/archbishop-of-delhi-wrote-letter-5-days-after-st-stephens-college-chapel-was-vandalised
May 22, 2018

What did Archbishop Couto say in the letter? On May 8, he wrote to all his parish priests and religious institutions in the Archdiocese of Delhi to pray for our nation. He said, “We are witnessing a turbulent political atmosphere which poses a threat to the democratic principles enshrined in our Constitution and the secular fabric of our nation. It is our hallowed practice to pray for our country and its political leaders all the time but all the more so when we approach the General Elections. As we look forward towards 2019 when we will have new Government, let us begin a Prayer Campaign for our country from May 13, 2018.”
Was Archbhishop Anil Couto speaking in a vacuum? Are his concerns unfounded? A look at very recent history suggests otherwise. Just five days before the Archbishop wrote his letter, the door of St Stephens’ College chapel in Delhi University was found defaced with the slogan “Mandir Yahin Banega”. A cross placed before the graveyard attached to the chapel was written over with the words "I am going to hell".

Around the last Christmas in December 2017, members of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad were alleged to have barged into a Christmas function in Rajasthan and disrupted it, amid allegations of forced conversions. In Satna, Madhya Pradesh, a Hindutva group attacked carol singers and burned the priest’s car. Carol singers in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh were detained on charges of forced conversions. These are just a few examples from the list of attacks on Christmas celebrations all over the country. In all these attacks, the offenders are related to groups which are Hindutva right-wing in nature. These groups did not even spare the wife of Maharashtra’s BJP CM, who, like Archbishop Couto today, was mercilessly trolled for promoting an event themed around Christmas.

Indeed the year 2017 marked a new low for anti-Christian violence in India. People in the tribal areas, falling mainly in the states of Odisha, Chhattisgarh, MP and Gujarat, have borne the brunt of this anti-Christian violence.

Archbishop Couto’s concerns are not only well founded, his letter is also no isolated instance of fears being uttered about this country “witnessing a threat to" the "secular fabric of our nation.” Hundreds of Opposition politicians, commentators, civil rights activists and common citizens say this every day. Two political parties just came together in Karnataka, whose chief minister-designate said his party “was celebrating the formation of a secular government, rather than a communal one, which rules the nation by dividing the people on the basis of caste and religion".

All these people are exercising their right to freedom of expression, which includes political expression, as is the Archbishop. The only ones objecting to the Archbishop’s words, are those who believe India is not equal for all, who believe that a mahant can become chief minister and sadhus can be appointed status equivalent to Minister of State, but a Christian Archbishop may not exercise his fundamental right to free speech on political concerns. They have been directing hatred and vitriol towards the Archbishop ever since the letter emerged.

The Archbishop on his part refused to be intimidated and stood by his words, as ANI reported earlier on May 22. The news agency quoted Archbishop Couto as saying, “In all churches and institutions we pray and fast. We pray for our own renewal and that of country. Keeping in mind all that's happening in our country, we said that we look forward to next election and next govt. Every govt should protect people and Constitution. What else will I talk? Elections and govt concerns us. We've to have such govt that cares for freedom of people, rights and welfare of Christian community. I'm not meddling in partisan politics. We're just praying that nation should walk in right direction.”

8. SENSATIONAL | Archbishop of Delhi Calls for A nationwide Fast for a Year and Issues “Prayer for Our Nation”; Here's Why
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/sensational-archbishop-of-delhi-calls-for-a-nationwide-fast-for-a-year-and-issues-prayer-for-our-nation-heres-why EXTRACT
By Malini Chatterji, Mumbai, May 21, 2018

[…]
Moments after the letter was accessed, Republic TV spoke exclusively to the secretary of the Delhi Archbishop who said that being an Indian Christian he has every right to speak about the political scenario in the country. He further said that the Archbishop being the head in Delhi has urged people to pray for the country.

"It is a clear message that we need to pray for our country, we are Indian Christians, today I saw some of the channels saying that why should Rome interfere in Indian Politics, but I don't understand where they are getting an idea from that Rome is ruling or interfering in Indian politics. We are Indians, I am Indian and I am very proud of it. I have every right to speak about Indian politics. The Archbishop being the religious head in Delhi has asked all Christians to pray, our demand is clear. It's not a protest or anything, he just wants people to pray for the country," he said.

"Media is only focusing only on the first part of the letter there is a prayer behind it. It is not for a party, we pray that everything goes by peacefully. There should not be any corruption of any malpractice during the election," he further added.

[…]
VIDEO 1 - https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/watch-delhi-archbishop-cites-pressure-on-judiciary-and-interference-for-his-turbulent-political-atmosphere-letter-and-says-that-the-church-has-a-role-to-play 
[image: image3.png]



15:13 – My brief comments against this video are at the bottom of page 12
My letter to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas and Bishop Francis Kalist:
Subject: LETTING DOWN YOUR DELHI ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO AND THE CATHOLIC FAITHFUL 
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Thu, 24 May 2018 22:20:25 +0530
To: Archbishop Bombay <diocesebombay@gmail.com>, abpossie@gmail.com <abpossie@gmail.com>
CC: officeofarchbishop@gmail.com, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com, cbcipro@gmail.com, secretarygeneral@cbci.in, secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com, John Dayal <john.dayal@gmail.com>
Dear Cardinal Oswald Gracias and Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas (Auxiliary Bishop of Ranchi and Secretary General, CBCI), [but this letter is specifically directed to Cardinal Gracias as President CBCI],
I watched you responding to Arnab Goswami on Republic TV channel on the night of May 22 when he questioned you on his concerns regarding the contents of the May 8 letter that Archbishop Anil Couto addressed to his faithful in the matter of the 2019 General Elections. Bishop Mascarenhas and another Bishop whose identity eludes me now also appeared on TV.
You did not take a definitive stand to defend Archbishop Couto or speak the mind of the Church. 
One bishop (I don’t recall who) repeated the words "Let me be clear" too many times (senior Catholic clerics just don't speak like that!) in response to the repeated harangues of Goswami. 
Goswami appeared to be in full control while you were on the defensive, eager to quit the show instead of using it as an opportunity to voice the mind of the Church. Cardinal Ivan Dias would have handled him very differently. 
Goswami was badgering you (and the Church) and you could have been, as he was, repetitive on clarifying (for the benefit of thousands of viewers; there were at least 50,000 tweets on that episode if I recall correctly, an all-time record as far as I know) certain points such as that "Vatican News" is NOT the mouthpiece of the Vatican. You said it just once and the impact of your reply must have been lost on the mainly non-Catholic audience. You or the other bishop did mention that the official mouthpiece of the Church is L'Osservatore Romano but only a Catholic would have got it clearly, that too a Catholic who is not the usual ignorant Sunday pew-sitter. You were also not lucid in your response to his question about UCAN. UCAN is not a "Church" news agency, but a private one; you (or the bishop?) could have explicitly said that. 
It came across to viewers that you were anxious to close the interview. As the head of the Catholic Church in India, you could have even extended your time to explain the Catholic position, and Goswami would have been only too happy to have you do that, considering that he must have been extremely grateful that you came on his "show" (as he describes it) to help increase his TRPs, the Republic TV eyeballs, and his bosses. But you did not say the many things that needed to be - and should have been - said. 
What were or are you afraid of? That Catholics across the nation will be attacked, even massacred? That is going to be the case anyway if the Bharatiya Janata Party is returned with overwhelming majority to power in 2019. And one can see the portents of that in the news every single day. Narendra Modi says nothing while his ministers and cadres stoke communal tensions all over the country. You denied that fact by your silence, and you, Cardinal Gracias, have done an irreparable injustice to your colleague(s) [as well as Frs. Savarimuthu Shankar and Robinson Rodrigues who were the Church's spokespersons on Television] by now saying that Archbishop Couto had worded his pastoral letter wrongly. I heard that reported on a TV channel (India Today) this afternoon (May 24th), and I am fairly certain that the mainstream media will soon go to town with that one. I would hate to be in the shoes of the poor Archbishop (you've already apparently scuttled his chances of being made a Cardinal) when that happens.

As the President of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India, you surely must by now be aware that tax-paying Catholic citizens of Bengaluru did not find their names on the list of voters in the recent Karnataka Assembly elections! If you ask me for their names, I can give some of them to you. 
Violence against Christians apart, there has been a marked increase in interference by Hindutva forces in issues that were non-issues till now (the "beef ban" and the go-rakshaks for instance; you surely know a few others). 
Freedom of speech is coming under threat and one cannot express oneself as freely today in "secular" India as one could a few years ago. I could be arrested -- or worse -- just for criticizing Mr. Modi. (Or for the contents of this letter.)
You admitted on Republic TV that you watch Goswami's "shows". Then you must know that he is not your usual moderator but openly takes sides, and you must have seen how he browbeats his perceived opponents. He employs offensive innuendos and has often used damns and bloodys in his harangues. He is certainly not a neutral anchor facilitating a debate between opposing sides. He often comes across as crude and vulgar in his snide comments and asides. He issues subtle and not-so-subtle threats which are simply disgusting. 
The same Goswami uses poor John Dayal as a whipping boy on almost every show that has communal colours. And John Dayal gladly obliges him. If Mr. Dayal would only play back the recording of a session in which he is a panelist, he would see that he is being mocked and spoken to condescendingly most of the time - if at all his voice is audible to the viewer. Does it occur to no one that the audio level of Goswami's studio microphone is higher than that of those whom he is running into the ground? That is never the case with the right-wing speakers. John Dayal is wasting his time there; and so would be any Catholic who went in his place should he decide to opt out. Catholics would do well to stay off Republic TV panels as long as the rabid Arnab Goswami orchestrates the show. Politician-panelists and official spokespersons of political parties have to take it from Goswami. We don't.

Goswami, for all his Oxford background and Catholic education ("Irish brothers and the Jesuits", he says), knows little or nothing of the Catholic Church. That was very evident in his many mis-statements on the show on which you appeared, Cardinal, as well as his other related shows, all of which I watched from beginning to end. If I had recordings of the programmes (regrettably, I did not even take notes), I would tear into them one by one. However, you had the golden opportunity on May 22 to expose him for what he is, and for the many things that he falsely charged the Church with, but you didn't. You, Cardinal, are the highest cleric, after the Pope, whom Goswami could have interviewed. And you flunked it. If you have been watching his prime time shows as admitted by you, you would have observed how he repeatedly linked the Vatican to Indian politics. Vatican►Rome►Italy►Sonia Gandhi►Catholics and the Indian Church was how he put it, but a little differently each time. Inference: because Sonia Gandhi is a "Catholic" and Italian, Rome, the Vatican, the Pope and the Indian Church must surely favour her and her Congress party. What do you think the average Indian non-Catholic viewer would carry away from hearing all of that? 
At one juncture, for reasons I cannot recall, Goswami enquired how the election of the Pope is conducted. He had already made the point that Archbishop Couto is an appointee of the Pope/Rome/the Vatican. He repeatedly belaboured John Dayal with a question on whether the Catholic Church is a democracy or not. And John, almost inaudible to his audience, kept repeating "Theocracy". 7 or 8 times. And each time Goswami stupidly asked Dayal if it was a democratic theocracy or not. Goswami concluded for his fan following that India is a democracy, the Vatican is not, and the Vatican shouldn't be giving ‘lessons’ to India. 
No Catholic representative pointed out to Goswami that the Indian Church is not controlled in any way by the Vatican except for doctrinal and spiritual guidance because her spiritual head is in the Vatican. No one countered that Hindu priests all over the world, including Rajan Zed of the USA, look to India as their spiritual base; the teaching authorities to which Hindus all over the world turn/appeal to are the Shankaracharyas of the major maths (mutts). 
Why did all you learned theologians not put your heads together, consolidate your positions, and put up a united, bold firm response to the barrage of questions that you knew the Archbishop's letter would evoke?

One answer could be that the "study" of comparative religions during seminary training, and all its accompaniments (from visits to Hindu temples, practising of eastern meditations, paganisation of Catholic art and liturgical rituals, the belief that one religion is as good as another, etc.) have got your minds befuddled. 
The reports section of my web site www.ephesians-511.net contains scores of documented reports that prove that I am not exaggerating or lying. We have largely diluted the Faith of our Fathers, we are mostly proponents of social justice and not of Christ's Gospel, and we are walking in the flesh and not in the Spirit any longer. A look at the clergy in the nearest parish or religious house would confirm that. 
The Hinduisation of the Church, and the rubbish that goes on in the guise of ecumenism and inter-faith prayer and interreligious dialogue have not helped in the least, and will not help either. Those activities keep a large number of clergy believe that they are engaged in fulfilling their priestly vocations, while the rest are busy in administrating their little kingdoms (schools, parishes, etc.) GENUINE pastoral work, zero; REAL evangelization (forget catechetics and the re-evangelization of Catholics), zero. The problem is that the average Catholic is like the frog in a pan of water that is being gradually heated on a fire. He isn't or has been rendered incapable of figuring out what is happening. 
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas knows what I mean. In the year 2009, after almost a year after I started my (eventually successful) crusade to have the Hinduised St Pauls/CBCI New Community Bible withdrawn, we corresponded with each other and I reached a copy of the offending "Bible" to his office [Official Incharge for Cultures in Asia, Africa and Oceania, Pontificium Consilium de Cultura, Via della Conciliazione, 5 - 3rd floor, 00120 Vatican City Telephone N. 06.698.93806]. 

But the average Hindu is not beguiled. Like Goswami they enjoy their Catholic education which is served to them commercial and secular (often at the expense of Catholics; I can immediately furnish documentation that my relatives were denied admission in Catholic schools) so they don't learn any single useful or helpful thing about Catholicism. I heard another TV anchor saying that he studied in Jesuit institutions for 13 years. And he too was flaying the Archbishop's letter! The average Hindu also does not see that no one tried to convert them to Catholicism or use Christianity to lever any advantage out of them. They do not see that the clergy are not in the least bit interested in conversion and evangelization. 
They instead perceive the Hinduisation of the Indian Church as a ploy to fool Hindus into accepting Christianity (read Catholicism). If one researches neo-Hindu sites on the Internet, one will become familiar with those truths (and I have been documenting them on my web site). 

►HINDUS STILL BELIEVE THAT INCULTURATION IS A CATHOLIC PLOY TO CONVERT THEM
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUS_STILL_BELIEVE_THAT_INCULTURATION_IS_A_CATHOLIC_PLOY_TO_CONVERT_THEM.doc
If the Indian Church hierarchy are not already between a rock and a hard place, they certainly will be when the next Gandhi expires. To all appearances, they hold the Gandhis to be Christians and any attempt to conduct a church service for the former Congress party president will most probably bring repercussions like they have never seen.

►SONIA GANDHI-CATHOLIC OR HINDU?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SONIA_GANDHI-CATHOLIC_OR_HINDU.doc
One Catholic panelist (I cannot recall who) kept piteously repeating that the Catholic population has diminished to around 2% (from around 2.7 or 2.5) in order to belie the claim that we are indulging in missionary activity. So how could we be proselytizing? Yes, the opposition charged that the Church is receiving foreign funding (implying that we are controlled by the Vatican and supposedly Christian nation-states) and that Christians, by their very genesis, were missionaries. But our man denied it! Shame, shame! Could you imagine the Apostles taking that soft route? It's also a crying shame that we have declined to a possible 2% (the other minority community is burgeoning). 
Yes, Cardinals and Archbishops, don't speak out regularly in your churches against contraception (excepting sometimes within your internal seminars), don't make it easy for Catholics to have more children by encouraging large families with subsidised/free education, and, instead of constructing affordable apartments for Catholic families, do keep converting "Trust properties," and other sites into commercial structures (don't forget the school buildings that mushroom wherever two nuns can get their feet in) that will generate income. Almost every lay Catholic knows where part of the money goes - to greedy priests and bishops - and sometimes to their families.
I forget which Church hierarch was being interviewed when Arnab Goswami made a futile attempt to combine the word "pagan" with sentences that he was citing from Archbishop Couto's pastoral letter. He used the word two or three times along with a couple of other very similar words (The other words was satanic and the cleric was Fr. Robinson. See page 15 –Michael, May 28). He was shouting (as he normally does on his show) but other panelists were speaking over him and there was a lot of noise. So he kept repeating the statements. If I recall correctly, it was towards the end of a programme and he was waving Archbishop Couto's letter around. If someone has a video recording of both his shows, they can confirm what I say. He was brazenly attempting to give his fan club of viewers and the anti-Christian bigots the impression that he was quoting from the Archbishop's letter (whereas those three words were taken from some other source). 
I didn't intend to make this a long missive. I'm sorry that it took so many words. But the fact is that there is so much more... To close abruptly, I would like to say that I believe that Archbishop Anil Couto is right on the dot. Christians are concerned, very concerned. There have been insidious developments under the present government and Christians are quickly losing their sense of security. Saffron is turning up everywhere, even in gubernatorial appointments and chief ministership. 
As the Archbishop wrote in his pastoral letter, we WILL have a NEW government; after all there is going to be an election. Since no political party was named in the letter, why is it that only the BJP gets rankled and feel it was targeted? Why did not the Congress or the AAP or the TMC? Maybe the shoe fits. The Archbishop said it all without saying it all. Christians can see it coming and they ARE concerned. So, what's the harm in fasting and praying for the good of the nation, and having done that, accept the will of God whatever the outcome. But you Cardinal Oswald Gracias are in denial of the true state of things. You have pulled the rug out from under Archbishop Couto and all Catholics. It makes me sick...

Finally, I can in all sincerity say that I have not Google-searched for information on this matter, or opened the links that I received by email. Yet. I do not even know, except for what I heard on TV, the full text of the Archbishop's letter. I did not want this letter to be influenced by other than what I saw on Goswami's programme. I will probably do so at leisure. This email, written in a bit of a hurry, might need some corrections (my memory isn't what it used to be a few years ago). But I just remembered something. And, I want to inform the Cardinal and the Bishops' Conference that, in answer to all TV anchors' and channels' queries as to why such an action by the Catholic Church did not take place before the 2014 General Elections ... IT DID! 
See my May 2014 report CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 AMBIGUOUS PROPHECIES ABOUT THE ELECTION RESULTS?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-09.doc. Go to point number 10, page numbers 2 and 3. 
In summary, Bishop Francis Kalist of Meerut and the Catholic Charismatic Renewal led a Jericho march around the State Legislative Assembly Secretariat in Secunderabad-Hyderabad. To quote from the April 2014 issue of CHARISINDIA:

"The sessions on 'Prophetic Intercession', 'Intercession Outreach' and 'Jericho March' were opportunities to exercise charisms and also to put into practice the lessons learnt… Six groups were made and each group had 11 to 12 members. 
Each group was split into two teams, one team sat in front of the Blessed Sacrament and the other team went to the destination to pray at site for the intentions identified in prayer. The intercession throughout the school was based on prophetic messages received from the Lord. Bishop Kalist was one of members of the team that went to pray at the State Assembly Secretariat. When they prayed outside the building, they were inspired to go inside the Assembly building and intercede. Bishop took the imitative of going and talking to the security personnel and they were issued official passes to go inside. They went inside … and sprinkled holy water across the Secretariat buildings. … The Lord did not delay in revealing His mind to them. There was a Jericho March held for free and fair General Elections in April-May 2014 and formation of a stable, secular and honest Government. There were several prophecies from the Lord that he was taking control of the whole nation and would give the discernment to the people to choose the right representatives to Parliament and State Assemblies."
Probably the surest way to ascertain if Archbishop Couto was/is correct and you, Cardinal Gracias are wrong, is to elicit an answer to the question "Could the Catholic Church do the Jericho march thing TODAY without it blowing up in our faces." A second query could be, "What would Arnab Goswami do if he knew about the Jericho march event...?"

-MICHAEL PRABHU
Copies to Archbishop Couto and Mr. John Dayal/the All India Catholic Union.
Subject: Fwd: LETTING DOWN YOUR DELHI ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO AND THE CATHOLIC FAITHFUL
Date: Fri, 25 May 2018 06:18:04 +0530
To: Episcopal Advisor to the CCR, Bishop Francis Kalist mrtdiocese@gmail.com, kalistfrancis@gmail.com 
CC: Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) cyriljohn@vsnl.net, frankjon316@hotmail.com, frankjon316@yahoo.co.in
Date: Fri, 25 May 2018 06:18:04 +0530
Responses
1. From: secretarygeneral@cbci.in <secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: LETTING DOWN YOUR DELHI ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO AND THE CATHOLIC FAITHFUL
Date: Thu, 24 May 2018 22:43:31 +0530
These are my quotes:

Unnecessary Controversy Created by Few Channels: Theodore Mascarenhas

Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, Secretary General, Catholic Bishops Conference of India who was recently at the receiving end of a fake letter scandal in Bengaluru* said to be dividing Lingayats from Hindus, said the controversy has been unnecessarily created by “few TV channels.”

I am surprised at the controversy created by certain channels. I don’t see any controversy in the letter. This is a letter asking people to pray for the country. That’s it.

He further dismissed the allegations of the letter being a direct attack on the Modi government. He said, “Is any party mentioned? Did the letter ask for people to vote for a particular party? The letter did not ask for a change of government but a new government which is constitutionally formed after a general election.”

He further asked why was BJP MP Bharat Singh was not questioned when he made a direct attack on the Christian community.

Why did nobody question the BJP MP when he accused the Christian missionaries of being behind the vandalism of Ambedkar’s statues or said that Christian missionaries are a threat to the North-east?

Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas
*https://www.thequint.com/news/subramanian-swamy-shares-fake-email-about-church-involvement-lingayat-issue-karnataka-elections-2018 

Note: 

The sentences in pink colour in Bishop Mascarenhas’ email are retrieved from https://www.thequint.com/news/india/delhi-archbishop-letter-prominent-christians-react-to-call-to-pray-before-elections.
I ask, why did not the Bishop (who is the CBCI Secretary General) or the Cardinal (CBCI President) mention this fake letter scandal in Bengaluru‡ issue when they were interviewed on Republic TV by Arnab Goswami?
‡SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY SHARES FAKE EMAIL ABOUT CATHOLIC CHURCH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUBRAMANIAN_SWAMY_SHARES_FAKE_EMAIL_ABOUT_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc 
2a. From: Dr. John Dayal, Official Spokesman and former National President of the All India Catholic Union
CC: Archbishop Bombay <diocesebombay@gmail.com>, abpossie@gmail.com abpossie@gmail.com officeofarchbishop@gmail.com, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com, cbcipro@gmail.com, john.dayal@gmail.com, secretarygeneral@cbci.in, secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com
Date: Thu, 24 May 2018 22:51:21 +0530
Dear Michael 
Thanks for that letter

You speak the bitter truth

The senior clerics were audible because Arnab wanted them to be heard. They obliged.  

I am inaudible because he does not want me be heard. The inference is loud, if subtle. But there is a difference. 
I do not represent the Church when I speak on human rights issues as a civil society representative. Often, I and the communist representative are the only two voices of dissent. Whether we are muted or no, our faces speak. Therefore I offer myself as the whipping boy. I am more audible elsewhere. 

God bless, John Dayal. 

2b. From: Dr. John Dayal to me and Archishop Couto

To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com 
Subject: Fwd: Catholic Union solidarity with Archbishop Anil Couto
Date: Thu, 24 May 2018 22:53:59 +0530
Subject: Catholic Union solidarity with Archbishop Anil Couto
MODI GOVERNMENT TRYING TO DIVIDE, COERCE CHURCH; AICU SOLIDARITY WITH DELHI ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO
AICU president demands halt to targeted violence against Dalits, religious minorities
PRESS STATEMENT

KOLKATA / DIMAPUR, 24 May, 2018

 

[The following press statement was issued by Mr. Lancy D Cunha, the National President of the All India Catholic Union, and Dr. John Dayal, Official Spokesman and former President. The 99-year-old AICU celebrates its 100 years in 2019.]

 

The All India Catholic Union expresses serious concern at attempts by the Union government, the ruling party and its ideological affiliates as well as a section of the media, to divide the Christian churches, pitting bishop against bishop, and targeting individual religious leaders who dare speak of the multiple threats posed to India’s democracy and its secular and plural character.

 

This malicious exercise wants national and world attention to shift from state violence against the people as in the police sniper fire in Tuticorin which killed 11 persons, including several Catholics, inured a priest and other innocents protesting the expansion of a dangerous Sterlite plant which will poison underground water resources of the community. This plant is owned by the powerful Vedanta group, one of the several crony capitalists who have the benign support of the government. AICU demands arrest of the police officers and their trial for this unprovoked violence. Police had not fired at upper caste miscreants who burnt and looted government property during violence in Rajasthan, Haryana and other northern states. Any self-respecting chief minister would have resigned in such a situation. 

 

As the largest and oldest movement of lay Christians in the country, the AICU is deeply concerned at the government’s failure to condemn and contain the threats to freedoms of faith, livelihood and expression in the country. Our beloved land has been ravaged by caste violence. Dalits have been beaten to death in several states of the country. Dalits and Muslims have been lynched from Assam to Rajasthan on mere suspicion of eating beef or transporting cattle. 

 

The persecution of Christians is at its height, in almost every state with Tamil Nadu, now in a total anarchy, topping in communal violence too. State impunity and often the collusion of local police and civil officials aggravates the situation. Police routinely file cases against the victims, even against relatives of people who have been beaten to death.

 

As followers of Christ who taught us to love everyone as we would love our brother, we cannot close our eyes when our citizens, who are among the poorest of the poor and are ostracized for their caste origins and religious affiliations, are being targeted and often beaten or hanged to death in full public view. The killers film the murder as if were an act of valor. The police look on. Ruling party members often take out processions seeking the release of the guilty. The rape of the shepherd child in Kathua, Jammu and Kashmir state, is the most heinous such act. Government has admitted to the death of 111 persons in 822acts of communal violence in 2017. As we go towards the 2019 general elections, communal forces widen the polarisation by communal violence. It is crystal clear as to who benefits from the polarisation.

 

The Catholic Union stands in solidarity with Archbishop Anil Couto of the Delhi Latin Catholic Archdiocese and commends his courage, integrity and spiritual strength in calling attention to this rising tide of targeted violence against Dalits and religious minorities. Archbishop Anil has been hounded since his letter to his clergy asking his people to pray for the people, and to keep a special fast every Friday seeking blessings for India and peace in the land. We demand of every Bishop in India to issue such call for prayer for the country. We hope religious heads of all communities will also join in these prayers.

 

The Catholic Union had, in fact, organised such a prayer meeting In Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, earlier this. Alarmed at the very large number of incidents of violence against the Christian community in India in 2017, and especially in Madhya Pradesh, religious leaders of the Hindu, Muslim and other religions had come out strongly in support of the minority community, demanding that the government take strict and urgent action against the groups responsible for such mayhem. Acharya Sushil Goswami and Indore Shahar Quazi Mohammad Ishrat Ali had then led a galaxy of religious leaders of Madhya Pradesh who spoke out against communal and extremist forces targeting the Christian and other minority groups. We hope to organise more such meeting.
The Catholic Union has heard Central tourism minister Alphons Kannanatham saying that no Christian has been persecuted in the Modi regime. Mr. Alphons has also led the government brigade targeting Archbishop Anil Couto. Ministers have their compulsions. He must answer his own conscience. As must leaders of the Church who have been coerced or persuaded to issue certificates to the central government. The Church cannot close its eyes to violence against other marginalised communities even if not a single Christian is harmed, the Catholic Union affirms.

 

The Catholic Union has consistently decried the growing misuse of religion, religious symbols and places in the political discourse. We note with regret the increasing tendency of religious leaders to seek votes and support for the Central government and the ruling party in elections. Religious heads must educate their communities and the citizens large on strengthening the democratic traditions, including religious freedom and human rights, participation in the electoral. Religion must infuse Truth, Morality, Ethics, in the body politic, and not be divisive, incite violence or polarize people.

 

The Catholic Union has been in the forefront of the rights of Dalits and Tribals, especially those professing the Christian faith. AICU has filed a writ in the Supreme court together with others demanding Scheduled Case rights for Dalits professing the Christian Faith. We hope the courts will take a decision at an early date as this impacts the civic and human rights of a large number of people in the community.

——

Released to the Media by the official Spokesman, Dr. John Dayal. He may be contact at +91 9811021072 and john.dayal@gmail.com
SOME RELATED ARTICLES/NEWS STORIES
1. Let’s Pray for India Before 2019 Polls: Delhi Archbishop’s Letter
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/democracy-under-threat-lets-pray-before-2019-polls-archbishop-of-delhi 

May 22, 2018

In a letter addressed to all parish priests in the capital, Archbishop of Delhi Anil Couto called for a year-long prayer campaign to save India from the “turbulent political atmosphere”, which has threatened the democratic principles of the Constitution and secular fabric.

“Elections and government concerns us. We've to have such government that cares for the freedom of people, rights and welfare of Christian community. I'm not meddling in partisan politics. We're just praying that the nation should walk in the right direction,” said Archbishop Couto.

He added, “In all churches and institutions we pray and fast. We pray for our own renewal and that of country. Keeping in mind all that's happening in our country we said that we look forward to next election and next government. Every government should protect the people and the Constitution”.

“It is our hallowed practice to pray for our country and its political leaders all the time, but all the more so when we approach the general elections.” -Excerpt from the letter
Following the letter, a controversy erupted over the intention of the letter with many political leaders alleging that the letter was aimed at dividing people on communal lines.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh told ANI, “I have not seen the letter, but I want to say India is one of those countries where minorities are safe and no one is allowed to discriminate on the basis of caste and religion.”
Savio Rodrigues, former senior Congress leader from Goa, who quit the party after the Vishwajit Rane fiasco, took to Twitter to express his objections to the Archbishop’s letter.
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Rodrigues also penned an open letter to Archbishop Couto citing examples of atrocities during Emergency, on Kashmiri pandits, on Hindus, on minors, etc. "The game that the Catholic Church is playing of division is devious and demonic in nature. The democratic principles of this country is not only for us minority but for the majority as well.”

Although it is not immediately clear from where Rodriques is quoting when he accuses the archbishop of saying “defeat Hindu forces”. This phrase is not contained in his letter to the parish priests, nor in his interview bite.
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02:54
BJP spokesperson Shaina NC also jumped into the controversy. Speaking to ANI, she said, “Wrong to try and instigate castes/communities. You can tell them to vote for right candidate/party but to suggest to vote for one party and not another and term yourself as secular vs pseudo-secular is unfortunate.”
Minister of State Giriraj Singh told ANI, “Every action has a reaction. I won't take a step that disrupts communal harmony. But if church asks people to pray so that the Modi government isn't formed, the country will have to think that people from other religions will do 'kirtan pooja.’”
Letter Not Controversial: Archbishop’s Office Slams Allegations

After the controversy came to light, the Archbishop’s secretary, Father Robinson Rodrigues, told The Times of India that such calls for prayer campaigns is a regular affair before any general election, but this time the letter is being seen in a political light.

Reacting to the episode, Father Nigel Barret, spokesperson, Bombay Archdiocese, told ANI, “When a government has finished its term, and in elections a government is elected, it is a new government. Letter doesn't say a different government, it says new government. So, I don't see anything controversial with the term of the new government.”

2. Was Delhi Archbishop’s Letter an attack on PM? Christians weigh in
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/delhi-archbishop-letter-prominent-christians-react-to-call-to-pray-before-elections 

By Asmita Nandy, May 23, 2018
Delhi's Archbishop Anil Couto has kicked up a storm with his remark that a "turbulent political atmosphere" posed a threat to India's democratic principles and secular fabric, a charge rejected by the government which said the comments reflected his "prejudiced" mindset.
Couto had written a letter to all parish priests and religious institutions in the Delhi archdiocese on 8 May, calling for a "prayer campaign" ahead of the 2019 general elections.

Couto's comments were criticised by the BJP, with party president Amit Shah stressing that it was "not appropriate" to polarise people around religion.

The Archbishop later clarified his comments were not aimed at the government.

What I said is spend time once a week for our nation and especially because elections are coming and government concerns all of us. So it is not in any way pertaining to the government of Narendra Modi. -Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto
Here are what prominent voices from the Christian community said about the letter.
Important to Highlight Important Issues before Elections: Father Frazer Masceranhas

Father Frazer Masceranhas, former principal of St Xavier’s College Mumbai, was in the eye of the storm himself for his letter in 2014, addressed to his students, criticising Narendra Modi’s Gujarat style of development.

About the controversy over the Delhi Archbishop’s letter, he told The Quint:
I don’t see what is objectionable in highlighting important issues before a general election. Before forming a new government, issues that are important to both the community and the country must be raised and discussed. The controversy regarding the letter is misplaced.

Unnecessary Controversy Created by Few Channels: Theodore Masceranhas

Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, Secretary General, Catholic Bishops Conference of India who was recently at the receiving end of a fake letter scandal in Bengalurusaid to be dividing Lingayats from Hindus, said the controversy has been unnecessarily created by “few TV channels.”
I am surprised at the controversy created by certain channels. I don’t see any controversy in the letter. This is a letter asking people to pray for the country. That’s it. -Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas
He further dismissed the allegations of the letter being a direct attack on the Modi government. He said, “Is any party mentioned? Did the letter ask for people to vote for a particular party? The letter did not ask for a change of government but a new government which is constitutionally formed after a general election.”

He further asked why was BJP MP Bharat Singh was not questioned when he made a direct attack on the Christian community.

Why did nobody question the BJP MP when he accused the Christian missionaries of being behind the vandalism of Ambedkar’s statues or said that Christian missionaries are a threat to the North-east?

Archbishop Not the Entire Church: KJ Alphons

Union Minister of Tourism KJ Alphons, speaking to News18, said the Archbishop was an isolated voice and that he was “not the entire church.” He said the remarks were "unfair" to the government and "godmen" should stay away from politics.

This is the Archbishop’s personal opinion. The head of Catholic Bishops in India says that he supports PM Modi. This government has done more for the poor and minorities. No other Bishop has come in support of the Delhi Archbishop. -KJ Alphons to News18
Can’t We Christians Even Pray in This Country? Maxwell Pereira

Speaking to The Quint, former Delhi Police Joint Commissioner Maxwell Pereira said it is shocking that a controversy has been raked up over a call for prayer.

So we Christians cannot even ask to pray for the country? The Archbishop is just asking the people of the country to choose the right people who could form the government. It would not have been such a big deal had it come from a Hindu-majority group. -Maxwell Pereira
He had earlier tweeted commending the Archbishop for his letter.
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Christians Not Sure of Their Future in a Hindu Rashtra: Julio Ribiero
Retired Mumbai Police Commissioner Julio Ribiero (sp. Ribeiro) told The Quint that the letter was written as a fall out of the growing doubts about the future of the Christian community in a Hindu Rashtra.

Had I been in the place of the Archbishop, I might not have written such a letter but I presume he is concerned about the future of his community in the country in view of the threats from the Hindu fringe groups. -Julio Ribiero
On being asked whether he feels if the letter was a direct hit at the Modi government, he said, “The letter was neither a direct dig at Modi government nor was it intention-less, it was something in between.”

Ribiero had faced an outburst of reactions for his column in The Indian Express about his fears in living as a Christian in India.

Amid reactions to his letter, Couto said every government that came to power should protect the rights and freedom of the people. "Elections concern us. Therefore when we talk, we talk about the elections because the government concerns us. We cannot be apart from the government. We pray that we have such a government that cares for the freedom of the people, rights and welfare of the Christian of community," he said.

VIDEOS CTD.
1. Delhi Archbishop cites 'pressure On Judiciary' & 'interference' For His 'turbulent Political Atmosphere' Letter and Says That The Church Has A Role To Play
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjDRkQ68qDk&t=74s 
The May 22nd 15:43 REPUBLIC TV video can also be viewed at the top of page 5
Note the large caption at the top of the screen: #ChurchTargetsModi
Archbishop Anil Couto, speaking for Catholics, was unapologetic, firm and clear in his responses to Shivani Gupta and Niranjan. He wasn’t apologetic about the letter either.
2. Delhi Archbishop speaks to Rajdeep Sardesai on his controversial letter – INDIA TODAY
http://www.zengatv.com/indiatoday.html?v=4e306787-7a68-422d-b106-90172cf66a58&t=videos 
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09:43

Again, note the large caption at the top of the screen: Church Targets Modi?
From 09:43, Sardesai interviews the Archbishop who, in my opinion, answered the questions satisfactorily. At 09:00, he said “I’m not going to take back my statement.” Bravo!
Neither the Archbishop’s letter on page 1 nor the Prayer immediately below mentions Mr. Modi.
(The Prayer)

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/sensational-archbishop-of-delhi-calls-for-a-nationwide-fast-for-a-year-and-issues-prayer-for-our-nation-heres-why 

May 21, 2018

The letter by the Delhi Archbishop accompanied a special prayer for the nation.
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3. Delhi Archbishop Speaks To India Today, Blames Media for Controversy over His Letter – INDIA TODAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEBXZ_kHn7Q 

May 22, 2018
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05:13
Once again, the large caption at the top of the screen is Church Targets Modi.

Another headline (04:28) is: Archbishop warns over 2nd Modi term?

Both, the Archbishop’s and Bishop Mascarenhas’s responses cannot be faulted.
4. Will religion decide 2019 Winner? – REPUBLIC TV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hl0V2ff4iUk 
May 22, 2018
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1:06:36
As one can see, the caption on the screenshot is “Church openly backing Rahul?” Other captions are “Seeking religion-based anti-Modi vote”, “Religion invoked for anti-Modi vote”.
This is one of the Republic TV shows that was the subject of my letter to the Cardinal, pages 5-7. 
I did not view this video online till the time of my writing this analysis on May 28.
When I did, I found that my letter to Cardinal Gracias, which was based on my 48-hours old recall of the show, was basically correct. Cardinal Gracias comes on from 10:30 to 22:15.
Some of Arnab Goswami’s (and his stooges M.R. Venkatesh, and Sambit Patra of the BJP’s) crap:

The Vatican has launched a campaign for the 2019 General Elections in India… The Vatican cannot be allowed and must be stopped from trying to openly interfere in Indian elections. It is a challenge that they are throwing to the country and in my view it is just not acceptable… It (Abp. Couto’s) was an out and out political letter… The Archdiocese of Delhi has 26 commissions and 9 parishes… 132 dioceses and 182 active and retired bishop members… a total Catholic population of 1.5 million (15 lakhs) in the Latin diocese… The American government is opening an embassy in Palestine… Donald Trump is opening an embassy in Palestine… You are talking through your hat… Chill, chill, chill, take a chill pill… I’m an Indian first and then a Hindu (One can emigrate and change one’s nationality. Christians died for the Faith because they were CHRISTIANS FIRST)… My loyalty is and only will be to my country and not to any temple, sect or religious leader (A Christian’s loyalty is to Christ… Give to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s)… John Dayal can never have his loyalty to the Vatican over that of his country… The Vatican is a foreign country… your religious identity (should be) subservient to your national identity… Is it not a sad day that the Vatican web site had to comment about India… that a Vatican magazine had to speak about India… Who funds you, John, everybody knows it… A democracy called India has nothing to learn about democracy from a country called the Vatican. Digest it. There is no democaracy in the Vatican, there is democracy in India. Digest it. We are a secular country, Vatican is a theocracy. Digest it. We are a great democracy and the Vatican is an undemocratic theocracy. Is the Vatican a democratic theocracy or an undemocratic theocracy (This line of Goswami’s was repeated for several minutes, with M.R. Venkatesh cackling all the time despite John Dayal’s concise and clear response)… Is it because the cash flow to NGOs, the dollars that used to be sent through NGOs has been cut by the Modi government…
5. Church campaigns against Modi? – REPUBLIC TV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vaJwkoW74w 
May 21, 2018

This too is one of the Republic shows that was the subject of my letter to the Cardinal, pages 5-7. 
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50:10 (04:26-04:36) (04:51-05:13) (06:15-?)
Yet again, the main caption on the screen is #ChurchTargetsModi.
Fr. Robinson Rodrigues, Secretary to Archbishop Anil Couto speaks (07:55-08:08, 14:25-18:35) 

Fr. Savarimuthu Shankar, spokesperson of the Delhi Catholic Archdiocese (11:45-14:25) …

Goswami: The Vatican has officially announced a campaign against Modi for the 2019 General Elections in India… It is now official – the Church has entered the 2019 campaign, target Prime Minister Modi, the Vatican wants Modi out. The Roman Catholic Church says there should be a new government in 2019, almost making it official now that they are campaigning against Modi… The latest party to enter the 2019 campaign is the Vatican. The Vatican has virtually decided that Narendra Modi has to go in 2019… (Around 10:00 Goswami brings in the matter of Sonia Gandhi’s Italian origins and the connection between that and the Vatican.) So it is understandable that both Italy and the Vatican would want to see Sonia Gandhi and her family members back in power. (He repeatedly interrupts Fr. Shankar even before he can give his responses. Rahul Ishwar and other cronies of Goswami join in; their mic’s are given more volume from the control room. Archbishop Couto’s letter calling for prayer is forgotten and the Vatican and Sonia Gandhi take centrestage on the debate. Forgotten, too, are the questions put by Arnab to Fr. Shankar. He turns to Fr. Robinson.) I have had the privilege of being educated in several Christian schools, Irish Brothers’ schools, Jesuit schools so I know enough about Catholicism… The Catholic Church and the Vatican have essentially described the BJP and the RSS as evil forces, Hindutva as an evil force... (Nothing of Fr. Robinson’s response is audible to the viewer; the interruptions of Rahul Ishwar are tolerated by Goswami. Rahul Ishwar, like Sambit Patra, is not shouted down or crudely mocked by Goswami as you can see him doing to his other “opponents” earlirer in this same video.) (Supposedly citing Archbishop’s letter, Goswami reads) I have the letter with me. Rahul Ishwar let me quote this. The quote is this Rahul Ishwar. 16:34. Pray to protect our institutions from the infiltration of the evil forces like the satanic forces like the pagan forces. I wish to ask the representatives of the Catholic Church in India, please tell me who is the evil force, who is the satanic force and who is the pagan force. (Except for “Pray to protect our institutions from the infiltration of the evil forces,” none of the rest is in the letter. It is purely a canard from Arnab Goswami which is swallowed hook, line and sinker by the anti-Christian panelists. No wonder that Arnab Goswami has been exposed as a falsifier of the truth and liar of the highest magnitude by his erstwhile colleague Rajdeep Sardesai, see page 18. The two priests are not given an opening to respond. Instead, Goswami passes the baton to Rahul Ishwar. Fr. Robinson makes an attempted response but fails to challenge Goswami and expose his blatant falsehoods on the satanic and pagan charges. While the yelling Ishwar is yet drowning out the reply of Fr. Robinson, Goswami brings in BJP National Spokesperson Nalin Kohli and the Bible Society of India representative Rev. Abhijeet Sasane. Goswami wrongly associates the Protestant pastor with the origin of the Catholic Archbishop’s letter. He calls Sasane a ‘representative of the Vatican in India’. He addreses him as ‘Father’. And Goswami is supposed to have had a fairly long Cathoic education! Sasane embarks on his response but Goswami again shouts him down and opens a new line – about the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. He screamed at Sasane:) You, the Vatican never said a word about the Congress party which was ruling then… (Goswami kept screaming while Sasane attempted a response. He continued to interrupt Sasane’s every second word.) Who are you fighting for – Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi or both? Under whose instruction are you operating? Tell me, Fr. Shankar… (Like all the others before him, Rev. Sasane was prevented from addressing questions put to him. Sasane, on his part, fails to clarify that he is not Catholic and has nothing to do with the Vatican. Goswami seamlessly switches to the Catholic representative Fr Shankar who makes his second vain attempt to be heard) The Vatican will not preach democracy to Indians. (Remember that almost every sentence of Goswami’s, like this last one, is repeated and repeated by him, yelling, over and over. Fr Robinson says something but his words are swallowed by Goswami’s tirade.) Fr. Robinson, tell me how much democracy is there in the Vatican. To whatever Fr. Robinson said or tried to say rather, Don’t preach democracy to India. (Having neutered Fr. Robinson second entry into the debate, Goswami gives Nalin Kohli, a BJP lawyer, the floor. 22:50. Kohl’s voice is loud and clear. Very, VERY audible, every syllable of it. Pro-Archbishop’s letter panelists including Sasane try to speak, but nothing is understandable to the listener over Kohli’s voice and Goswami’s continuous insertions and interjections. Fr. Savarimuthu Shankar is brought in again. 26:03. This time around, the priest’s voice is clear and he submits his arguments, but he does not call out Goswami on his lies and manipulations. Goswami and Kohli go at him hammer and tongs. The Archbishop’s letter is once again forgotten. It becomes a debate over the Hindus’ use of fire and the propriety of Catholics’ use of Mass wine. Fr. Shankar astutely brings the debate around to the prayer prepared and circulated by the Archbishop. 27:19. Goswami IMMEDIATELY and abruptly brings other panelists in, changing the issue. The reader would have surely noted the miniscule amount of time, if any, considering the graveness of the matter, allotted to each of the Christians who were invited to be on the panel by Goswami. Meanwhile, the CPM panelist agrees with the Church that the BJP is the axis of evil and that Modi and the BJP should be ousted in 2019, but – being communist, I suppose -- disagreed with the Archbishop’s issuing a call to prayer vis-à-vis the elections. Around 29:25, Goswami brings in one Rajat Sethi to face off with Fr. Robinson but then he addresses the priest.) My view is very clear. The Vatican likes the Gandhis. The Vatican likes Italy (whatever that means) and the Vatican likes the Gandhis… The Vatican is treating Rahul Gandhi as their own candidate in the General Elections of India… The Vatican rooting for Rahul Gandhi ahead of the Nagaland elections… the Vatican and the Baptist Church launched a campaign against the BJP saying… it is a choice between the Trishul and the Cross… Before the Gandhinagar elections, as the Vatican and Italy continued to support Rahul Gandhi, Archbishop Thomas Macwan in a signed letter said all Christians should save India from these nationalistic forces… In Kerala, Bishop Thomas Oommen, the Supreme Head of the Church issued a letter… (Since he is an Anglican C.S.I. Bishop – and for all his Catholic education Goswami wouldn’t know the difference – I skip the rest. But Goswami concludes…) So the position of the VATICAN is anti-Hindu. (7 or 8 of the 10 panelists intervened, and none could be understood, but Goswmai continued without blinking an eye…)
(Over the voice of Fr. Robinson, Goswami…) The Pope is not an Indian citizen. (Shouted thrice.) The Vatican is not an Indian body… The Vatican is a foreign nation (Repeated five times. Meanwhile Fr. Robinsion is STILL trying to come across to the viewers. No use. But yet another of Goswami’s stooges is able to speak loudly and clearly. [One of my daughters-in-law happens to be a former TV journalist and news anchor before she came into our family, and she has given me the dirty lowdown on what goes on in the studios. And in the disgusting manner that these shows are manipulated before as well as during the live programmes.] All of a sudden, at 33:52, Fr. Shankar’s face pops up on the screen. Both Fr. Robinson 33:35 and Fr. Shankar 33:53 are by now looking sillier and sillier, and I am surprised that they have simply not figured out that they are being played, taken for a ride by Goswami for the benefit of his bosses, his political masters and his TRPs. Confusion reigns. At around 37:30, Fr. Shankar is brought on again. He looks fed up. Goswami makes a series of statements concerning the Holy See [which Fr. Shankar confirms to be true] and jumps to the illogical conclusion…) Therefore the Archbishop of Delhi is controlled by the Vatican… and therefore making an appeal for Rahul Gandhi on behalf of the Vatican, 38:30. It’s not an abnormal conclusion I am reaching. (Fr. Shankar is audible at long last…) “NO, YOU HAVE GONE WRONG IN THE CONCLUSION, ARNAB”. 
(Having allowed the priest to say that, whatever else he tried to offer to support his statement was buried by a continuous verbal assault from Goswami. Get a glimpse of his haranguing the priest at around 40:00. At around 41:00, Fr. Shankar manages to get in a question which is yet again aborted by Goswami. 
All Goswami appears to be doing is presenting an assortment of fiction, lies, and allegations while throwing at Christians – and those secular forces supporting them – a barrage of questions that he ensures are NEVER answered.)
(When Goswami confesses that he as a Hindu has prayed in churches as well as in Parsi fire temples because, he believes, God cannot be confined to any one place, Fr. Shankar – what on earth is he doing with a name like that -- (his name is an epithet of the Hindu deity Shiva) concurs at around 41:30 with Goswami that it makes no difference in which religion’s temple one prays and proudly asserts that he himself has prayed in Hindu temples! And that’s exactly what I referred to about the state of our priesthood in one paragraph of my letter to Cardinal Gracias. It’s no wonder that the Indian Catholic Church is in a mess. We are trying to project ourselves to be as Hindu as we possibly can, and end up getting from the same Hindus what we truly well deserve.) 
(Poor Nalin Kohli, called up by Goswami, is still waiting to speak, his face continues to remain on the screen, but he looks resigned, and I guess that from experience he knows that it is Arnab, Arnab, and Arnab 90% of the show time and he is content to let Arnab do his work for him anyway.)
(Now this is very interesting… and revealing. When Goswami questions him about the use by Archbishop Couto of the phrase “Pray to protect our institutions from the infiltration of the evil forces,” Fr. Shankar asks him 43:03, “Is it mentioned in the letter?” At least twice. He looked plain STUPID. And it’s a great wonder that Goswami didn’t figure out what I did… and go to town on the priest [After all, Goswami too to some extent follows a sort of script, my daughter-in-law says, although he can digress from it, and he must have been aware that his hour was almost up and he had to complete his bucket list. So it escaped his attention.])

(Shame, shame. The spokesperson of the Delhi Catholic Archdiocese Fr. Shankar has not gone through his Archbishop’s call to Catholics to pray, EVEN AFTER THE LETTER BECAME CONTROVERSIAL, EVEN AFTER HE WAS MANDATED TO BE THE VOICE OF THE ARCHBISHOP AND THE FAITHFUL ON NATIONAL TELEVISION! This is an outstanding example of the spiritual state today of the Catholic priesthood.)
(When Kohli finally, finally gets to speak, his voice is drowned out -- surprise, surprise -- around 44:00 by a supporter of the Archbishops’s letter brandishing a smart phone. Nothing is understood by the viewers. Goswami then hands Fr. Robinson, who gives an out-of-place sheepish smile to the cameras, over to Kohli. Kohli had his say. Finally, Fr. Robinson interrupted him and attempted to speak. 46:15. IMMEDIATELY, AS IF ON CUE, Goswami butts in with some words of advice to the priest, successfully aborting his repartee. Its now the turn of Fr. Robinson 46:40 to look resigned to his fate. When he answers Goswami, Kohli barges in and then Goswami brings in Rahul Ishwar 47:20. Compare the audio of Rahul Ishwar with that of Fr. Robinson at this point, or that of the Goswami crony at 48:40, and you will get what I said about one aspect of how these shows are “staged”, literally.   
At around 49:00, one can see mostly all of the panelists noisly trying to make their last shots simultaneously, a standard feature of Goswmai’s shows. Often it’s simply a cacophony.
Goswami finishes with an invitation to Archbishop Couto to appear on his show, and ends with the statement, “One thing is clear, India need not learn democracy from the Vatican.”)
Almost throughout the entire narrative, the centre panel throws up video images of Rahul Gandhi being felicitated by high-ranking Catholic clergymen in a church along with other Congress functionaries. They drape a silken shawl over his shoulders, crown his head with a matching turban, and a nun presents him with a memento. 
Serves the Church right, getting their just desserts from the likes of Arnab Goswami. 
6. Church calls for a change, wants PM Modi out in 2019 – TIMES NOW
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkfatnpyvm4&feature=youtu.be 
May 21, 2018
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25:41
At 03:23, the header on the screen is Church Takes Anti-Modi stand.

On Rahul Shivshankar’s panel are Fr. Robinson Rodrigues and Fr. Savarimuthu Shankar.

7. Bishop Theodore speaks to Republic TV about Abp Anil’s letter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PExqKuUAXI8
May 22, 2018
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06:05
8. Bishop Theodore speaks to ANI news about Abp Anil’s letter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zD-CJGS0d8
May 22, 2018
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04:53
*
Why shouldn’t Christians be concerned about the state of the nation?

If there is any doubt about the saffronisation of the media, watch Arnab Goswami!

If there is any TV “show” that is decidedly dictatorial and undemocratic, it is Arnab Goswami’s!

If there is anyone who is single-handedly stoking communal tensions in the country it is Arnab Goswami! 
If there is anyone who is lying to the nation through his teeth for pelf and power, it is Arnab Goswami!
Liar! Liar!
Rajdeep Sardesai Exposes Arnab Goswami's Lie on Being Attacked During Gujarat Riots
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjafHU3Rrus
September 21, 2017
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26:00
Rajdeep Sardesai (INDIA TODAY), in just two tweets, ripped apart his former colleague Arnab Goswami's lie about covering Gujarat riots of 2002. Sardesai called out Editor-in-Chief of Republic TV, Arnab Goswami on a claim he could be seen blatantly making in a video that was shared widely on social media platforms. In the video, Arnab could be seen narrating an experience while he was covering the riot-hit area. Arnab appropriated Rajdeep Sardesai's experience into his own.
15 of 1210 selected viewers’ comments (the vast majority were anti-Goswami):
1. Arnab Goswami is a TRP generator, and a paid publicity expert of the party which is in power, be it Congress, or BJP.
2. Arnab is a BJP/RSS boot licker.﻿
3. I already knew he is for BJP. That's why he left Times Now. He will divide our nation. Well done, Rajdeep﻿.
4. Arnab is an armchair demagogue who has never been a field journalist. As such he is completely insulated from the realities of India. He is just running an event management firm for his BJP masters.﻿
5. There is a BIG difference between mistake and mischief. This rascal must be terminated form his job. He is not a journalist, just a culprit.﻿
6. Arnab is dangerous. He also does not give respect to his guests because he does not allow them to complete their statements and sometimes he turns down the volume or mutes the volume of the guests. He gives more time to himself and he also shout at people. He misguides the nation.﻿
7. Arnab is quite capable of managing a fish market. Just watch the way he runs the show. Shouting like...﻿
8. Arnab is a big liar.

9. Arnab is a paid actor. He shouts and never allows others to speak the truth. We call them "Koovaravanga" callers for money.﻿
10. Please don't call this man a journalist he was never one he was always a pimp trying to make money…
11. Arnab is nothing but a BJP servant﻿.
12. Arnab is a "mother seller" because he sold his journalism to BJP. "India Today" - one small correction - Arnab is not famous, he is INFAMOUS.﻿
13. Arnab must be de-barked … he keeps screaming over any person he interviews …and his silly network bosses entertain that.﻿﻿
14. No. 1 liar in the country. Don't call him a 'JOURNALIST'﻿.

15. Initally, in the very starting period, when the show called "Newshour" commenced, i used to like this guy, and frankly, at that time he used to raise some very critical points during the debates he conducted, that really made some sense, but as the time progressed, TRP's increased, this man's real intentions started to get exposed, he started asking all the questions to which he himself answered, on top of that he did all this by shouting and bad mouthing his contestants, all this circus under the enchanting veneer of "aggressive journalism"!!. This man is psychotic and weak minded. i long ago stopped following him.﻿
*
Republic TV exposed as BJP channel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sp39d_s5iGo 02:08
Hanny Jain, September 16, 2017 
Republic TV Owner Arnab Goswami Exposed Working for BJP Political Party
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A86PRVbSyc8 03:03

Truth Media, February 9, 2018
Indian News channel and their Cheif editor working for BJP & RSS Political Party to Defame Muslim, Dalit, Sikh and Christian. They paid by government to run propaganda against minorities and their Channel get earned by government advertisements. BJP government spend 1100 Crore Tax Payers money only in Media for BJP Advertisement.

Is Republic TV a BJP Sympathiser Channel? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAG-ppConAM 17:19
Political Guruji, May 16, 2017
*
Ravish Kumar on Arnab Gowsami| NDTV vs. Republic TV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2uJ4cpC-Ceo 02:01
January 13, 2018

NDTV Anchor Ravish Kumar Scolding Arnab Goswami and His Channel Republic TV Badly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Aj_3I2nDGM 02:01
February 22, 2018
*
Reality of Republic TV Exposed by Dhruv Rathee
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQdJq_ohLXQ 13:24

July 9, 2017
Another Lie of Republic TV! Arnab Goswami apologizes to ABP News for misleading news
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QltzwVp4EI 05:63

January 10, 2018
Arnab Goswami’s Republic TV on Wednesday night finally apologised to ABP News for branding an ABP News reporter a goon of the Dalit leader and newly elected MLA, Jignesh Mevani.

*
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IN SOLIDARITY WITH ARCHBISHOP COUTO
Also see Dr. John Dayal/AICU, pages 8/9 and Maxwell Pereira and Julio Ribeiro, page 12
1. Secular indeed: In defence of Archbishop Couto
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-editorials/secular-indeed-in-defence-of-archbishop-couto/
May 22, 2018

#ChurchTargetsModi is trending today. The Archbishop of Delhi, Anil Couto, is facing an angry backlash after writing a letter to all parish priests in the capital, in which he asks for a prayer campaign to be launched ahead of the 2019 general elections.
He has clarified that the letter does not refer to any particular regime, and that actually it is in line with the call for prayer for peace and free and fair elections that is sent out before every election – as was done in 2014 and before that too.

Even if his critics disregard this clarification, coming on top of the Karnataka election where religion played a key role in different parties’ poll campaigns, it is disingenuous to pretend that religious institutions do not have political opinions or a political role in this country.

Indeed this role is deep-rooted. And it’s woven into the fabric of secularism of modern India – maybe not its ideological purity but definitely it’s lived reality. Churches are entitled to the same freedoms that temples, mutts and mosques have claimed.

As for the prayer Archbishop Couto has suggested be read out by Delhi’s parish priests, it seems to be one which citizens of all religious and political inclinations could join: “Let the poor of our country be provided with the means of livelihood. Let the dalits, tribals and the marginalised be brought into the mainstream of nation building. Let justice and integrity prevail in every sphere of our life.”

2. Pooja Bhatt agrees with New Delhi Archbishop on political situation
http://www.tribuneindia.com/news/life-style/pooja-bhatt-agrees-with-new-delhi-archbishop-on-political-situation/593637.html 
Mumbai, May 23, 2018
Actress-filmmaker Pooja Bhatt on Wednesday said she agreed with New Delhi Archbishop Anil Joseph Couto that there is “turbulent political atmosphere” in the country and added that its “democratic and moral fabric” is in tatters.
The Archbishop in his May 8 letter had asked priests and churches in the national capital to hold a year-long prayer campaign for the country to protect its democratic principles and secular fabric ahead of the 2019 general election “when we will have new government”.
“I see nothing wrong with Archbishop Couto’s letter and everything wrong with the knee-jerk response to it.
“The democratic and moral fabric of our nation is in tatters. Time we addressed that plainly. Attempts to gag and snuff out discourse that meanders from the prescribed must end,” Pooja tweeted.
The Centre on Tuesday said India is safe for minorities while the BJP virtually attacked the Delhi Archdiocese, saying “no one should speak to mobilise people on the basis of religion”. IANS
3a. A Hindu Rashtra Is No Less Than a Saffron Pakistan: Julio Ribeiro
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/a-hindu-rashtra-is-no-less-than-a-saffron-pakistan-julio-ribeiro EXTRACT
May 28, 2018

After a letter by Delhi’s Archbishop Anil Couto calling Christians to pray and fast before the 2019 general elections, retired Mumbai Police commissioner Julio Ribiero, in his article for The Times of India, said, “A Hindu Rashtra would make my country nothing less than a saffron Pakistan.”

Couto was heavily criticised by the Bharatiya Janata Party for trying to polarise people around religion, after he wrote a letter to all parish priests and religious institutions in the Delhi archdiocese on 8 May.

Ribiero had earlier faced backlashed for his column in The Indian Express in 2017, in which he wrote about his fears of living as a Christian in India. A year later, in a piece for TOI, Ribeiro, while defending the Archbishop, wrote about the shrinking space for dissent in the country, especially for minority communities.

‘Archbishop Wanted Voters to be Careful While Voting’
The former police commissioner wrote that there were far too many Christians who had second thoughts about a BJP government, even before the 8 May circular was sent.

Christians who voted BJP in 2014 – and there were too many of them to count – have had second thoughts much earlier than May 8, when the Rev Anil Couto’s circular was distributed to all the churches in his diocese. -Julio Ribiero in The Times of India
In his letter, the Archbishop had raised concerns over the current “turbulent political atmosphere” which has threatened the democratic institutions and social fabric of the country. However, Ribeiro said, “He is not the only Indian to have raised such concerns. I know countless Hindus, good, solid citizens of our country, who have condemned the covert and overt attempts to demolish institutions, attacks that portend the end of our secular fabric.”

Ribeiro wrote that the BJP government, led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was different from the one that is ruling now. The current Modi government raises doubts and questions the patriotism of the minorities.
‘I’m preparing for a Hindu Rashtra!’

Ribeiro noted that although he has lived and worked predominantly with Hindus, he is still trying to figure out what “Hindu Rashtra” really means.

‘Won’t Accept Being Falsely Accused of Being Anti-National’

He reiterated that, in a Hindu Rashtra, he being a minority, should be prepared for a second class citizenship without top jobs, but he is not willing to accept being “falsely accused of being anti-national and pilloried on that count.”

Former Finance Minister P Chidambaram tweeted, in response, saying that, “If Julio Ribeiro has to say, "I need to be prepared for second class citizenship", then we should all hang our heads in shame.”

Christians Not Sure of Their Future in a Hindu Rashtra: Julio Ribeiro to The Quint
Speaking to The Quint, Ribiero had said the letter was written as a fallout of the growing doubts about the future of the Christian community in a Hindu Rashtra. He said every government that came to power should protect the rights and freedom of the people.

Elections concern us. Therefore, when we talk, we talk about the elections because the government concerns us. We cannot be apart from the government. We pray that we have such a government that cares for the freedom of the people, rights and welfare of the Christian community.

3b. A prayer for secularism: Hindu Rashtra, which would make my country a saffron Pakistan, is profoundly anti-national
https://blogs.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toi-edit-page/a-prayer-for-secularism-hindu-rashtra-which-would-make-my-country-a-saffron-pakistan-is-profoundly-anti-national/
By Julio Ribiero, Mumbai, May 28, 2018

The Archbishop of Delhi has spoken. The faithful have heard. What did they make of his message? To be careful while voting? That is the most likely interpretation. And that is what he probably wished to convey.

Christians who voted BJP in 2014 – and there were too many of them to count – have had second thoughts much earlier than May 8, when the Rev Anil Couto’s circular was distributed to all the churches in his diocese.

Archbishop Couto spoke about “the threat to the democratic principles enshrined in our Constitution and the secular fabric”. He is not the only Indian to have raised such concerns. I know countless Hindus, good, solid citizens of our country, who have condemned the covert and overt attempts to demolish institutions, attacks that portend the end of our secular fabric.

BJP bigwigs, Rajnath Singh and Amit Shah, have understandably taken umbrage at what Shah calls “the polarisation of voters on communal lines”. Shah himself is adept in the art of communal polarisation. To accuse a cleric like Anil Couto, an uncomplicated individual hailing from my mother’s village in Goa, amuses me not a little.

KJ Alphons, the Christian face in the NDA cabinet, wants ‘godmen’ to keep away from making political statements. But when his own party appoints a ‘godman’ as chief minister, how can its adherent stop a religious leader of a minority community from voicing concerns that are vital to that community’s very existence?

The truth is that the BJP government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as distinct from the previous BJP-led government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, doubts and questions the patriotism of the minorities! This is totally unacceptable.

I remember my own brief interaction with KS Sudershan, the predecessor of the present RSS chief. He talked incessantly of ‘80%’, by which he excluded Muslims and Christians from the mass that constitutes this country’s population!

Ever since the Modi government was installed, Muslims have been subjected to a steady onslaught that has terrorised the entire community. It will not be long before ‘they’ come for the next target in true fascist tradition.

Christians have been routinely accused of converting poor Hindus through inducements. The Catholic church has given up force or inducements as vehicles of conversion, declaring these methods as immoral, ages ago. Charitable work for the poor continues and at times the recipients of such love and care may be tempted to convert.

The government has come down heavily on foreign donations to curb such activity dubbed as ‘missionary’. But care, love and attention continues to be showered on the poor and needy.

Archbishop Couto in the letter to his flock has appealed to them to pray and fast on every Friday till the 2019 elections are completed. His fond hope is that the surfeit of prayers and penance will convince divine providence to ensure a more benign and just ruling establishment in Raisina Hill.

I am not sure if prayers and fasts will stop the Modi-Shah juggernaut from rolling on. Only hard-headed politics can achieve that.

I, for one, am preparing for the Hindu Rashtra! I am trying to figure out, to start with, what Hindu Rashtra really means. I have lived and worked in what i always knew was a majority Hindu country. My circle of friends and persons i dealt with on a daily basis, at work or at play, was predominantly Hindu.

My bosses in the police were predominantly Hindu and with a couple of exceptions were extremely kind and good to me. Vasant Vinayak Nagarkar, who trained and mentored me in my initial years, made me stay with him and his family in his own home for four entire months at the very beginning of my service!

My ancestors, as i have often said, were Hindus. Four hundred years ago they were converted, along with thousands of other Hindus cutting across the Brahminical order of castes, to Roman Catholicism, the religion of the Portuguese who came by sea and conquered our territory.

You can call it an accident of history. But i rather like the religion i was born into. It has taught me the values of truth and justice, so important in the profession of policing, and it taught me the concept of service which the Indian Police Service, to which i belonged, required of me.

I am a patriotic citizen like the vast majority of Christians in this land. I expect the rulers in Hindu Rashtra to allow me to worship in the way i want to.

That i am sure they will allow me. I will expect them to not falsely accuse me of converting poor Hindus to Christianity by humanitarian work that captures imaginations, because such work should be undertaken not only by Christians but by all who are better placed to help those in need.

I should be prepared for second class citizenship that denies top jobs like that of a judge in the Supreme Court, a governor of a state, the chief of defence staff or the intelligence bureau. What i will not accept is being accused falsely of being anti-national and pilloried on that count.

If that happens this land of mine will be nothing less than a saffron Pakistan! This is what Church leaders like the Archbishop of Delhi are apprehensive about. He should not be faulted for ringing the alarm bell.

*

A SIGN OF THE TIMES

Reacting to the development (the Archbishop’s letter, BJP) Union Minister Giriraj Singh said in a tweet, "The church receives an order from Italy whereas pseudo-seculars get their support from fatwa Pakistan. The day will soon come when the Hindus understand this and smash both to save India." 
Source: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/64274669.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
*

ARNAB GOSWAMI

Just because people watch a TV programme like Goswami’s, it does not mean that the contents are either entertaining or enlightening. I surf the leading national English news channels daily at 9:00 PM while having dinner, and I do that for the benefit of this ministry. Sometimes, I settle down on a particular channel because the topic interests me. Somehow, these “prime time” talk shows are not really news but debates, Goswami’s being one of them. However, under his manipulations, it is never, ever, a healthy “debate” but a harangue of one group of panelists. Before the BJP came to power at the Centre in 2014, Sambit Patra, presently the BJP’s official spokesperson, was at the receiving end from Goswami. But today, he is the star of Goswami’s show.
As the host of the Republic TV show, Goswami’s behaviour – in his treatment of panelists who are on the opposite side of the position that he takes -- is obnoxious and simply disgusting. I could cite a number of cases wherein he has insulted individuals who are not in a position to pay him back in his own coin, but I won’t. The list of 15 viewers’ comments on page 18 is representative of how many individuals see him. My comments against a couple of the Archbishop Anil Couto videos further enhance the picture. A number of adjectives, none of them complimentary, immediately come to my mind when I attempt to assess his behaviour. 
But, till the present moment, I was of the opinion that, leaving aside his crass and insensitive treatment of people, Goswami could be trusted to present the truth. (My present opinion of him has not been formed because he attacked Christians but because he tried to frame the Archbishop and the Church on national television using blatant lies, and after my frame by frame study of his manipulative tactics which I have elaborated upon earlier.) That hope has now been shattered. Goswami is seen to be thoroughly unethical and untrustworthy. All he cares about is his TRPs. He doesn’t give a damn about the individuals that he tramples underfoot or destroys on the way to achieve his goals. Such people invariably end up in big, big trouble, and it would be good for him to remember that. I hope that he gets to see this report of mine.
My comments in green colour on pages 15 and 16 do not convey the complete reality; Goswami’s live “debates” and YouTube videos should be viewed in the light of my analyses. 
Education does not give one everything. You only have something to add on behind your name. (Neither does education make one more cultured He did part of his schooling at Mount St. Mary’s, Delhi, my own sons’ alumnus, and it’s a Patrician Brothers’ institution, not one run by the “Irish brothers” as stated by him on one of the shows. He did his Master’s (Social Anthropology) at Oxford and not at Cambridge as I wrongly said (now corrected) on page 6. [Examples of his English errors: Let’s cut the chase” and the pronouncement of words prefixed with “AP” like APPlause (UPPlause), APProach (UPProach)…]
As one web source says, “In his own words … he decided that a journalist couldn’t afford to be objective and disjointed,” which infers that he is currently SUBJECTIVE which is not a good thing at all. The same story accuses him of being “deafeningly argumentative,” “interfer(ing) and cutting down people from talking,” and “playing to the gallery”. It adds, “Arnab Goswami has often courted criticism for his allegedly over-the-top rhetoric in news hour debates.  A section of media has constantly aired its views that Goswami often acts as the judge and orchestrates a media trial, with the panelists acting as jury… playing judge even before the investigations are through.”
From: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Tue, 29 May 2018 09:29:16 +0530
To: Archbishop Bombay <diocesebombay@gmail.com>, abpossie@gmail.com <abpossie@gmail.com>, officeofarchbishop@gmail.com, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com
CC: cbcipro@gmail.com, secretarygeneral@cbci.in, secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com, John Dayal <john.dayal@gmail.com>

Subject: CHURCH TARGETS MODI - DEFENDING ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO
FILE ATTACHED

*

LETTER FROM THE CARDINAL AND MY RESPONSE
From: Archbishop Bombay diocesebombay@gmail.com To: prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

Subject: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias Date: Tue, 29 May 2018 19:24:32 +0530

Dear Michael,

            I have not read your full email of May 24, 2018, perhaps you do not know that I had just landed in Delhi, unaware of details of the issue, and when I started not even knowing whom I was talking to.  Unlike in my Office, there was no video link.

            I appreciate your desire to help.  But please do your home work well!  I did not refer to Vatican news.  I don’t know what you are talking about!

            Pray for me as I do for you.  Become a good disciple of Jesus.  That is most important. 

            With kind regards and best wishes,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

 Oswald Cardinal Gracias
    Archbishop of Bombay
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: Archbishop Bombay diocesebombay@gmail.com 
Subject: Re: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias/An apology, an explanation and a reiteration 
Date: Wed, 30 May 2018 07:00:53 +0530
CC: officeofarchbishop@gmail.com, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com, cbcipro@gmail.com, secretarygeneral@cbci.in, secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com, John Dayal <john.dayal@gmail.com>

An apology, an explanation and a reiteration

Dear Cardinal Oswald,
Allow me to thank you for your most kind and gracious email letter to me in response to mine of the 24th.
This is the very first time since I commenced my online ministry in 2003 that I have had to make an apology against anything that I have written. I apologize for wrongly accrediting the Vatican news and UCAN dialogue to you.
But I need to give you an explanation. When I watched the two Republic TV-Goswami shows of May 22nd, I had no idea that the issue would develop into such a serious matter and that I would have to report and comment on it. I wrote in my letter to you, and I quote “If I had recordings of the programmes (regrettably, I did not even take notes)…” I have never, ever before searched the Internet for YouTube videos, and I did so for the very first time only on the 28th instant when I was making out my report, the reason being that I needed to verify the accuracy of the entire contents of my email which had been written from memory almost 48 hours after I had watched the two May 22nd Goswami shows plus a couple of other channels that debated the issue the next day (the 23rd). In my email to you, I had stated “This email, written in a bit of a hurry, might need some corrections (my memory isn't what it used to be a few years ago).” As you pointed out, it turned out to be the case. Once again, I’m very sorry for saying that it was you who gave the said response. You didn’t.
When I checked out every YouTube video that I located, I discovered that that one particular video was not to be found anywhere, probably because Goswami realized after the show that his questions about “Vatican news” and UCAN were factually incorrect. Also in the case of the "Let me be clear" episode, it was not you who kept repeating it. My wife, Angela, believes that it was Bishop Theodore who was involved in both instances. But without the videos, it cannot be confirmed.
[In my letter addressed jointly to you and Bishop Theodore, I had written “when he questioned you (both)…”

For the sake of convenience and because of poor recall, not knowing which of you said exactly what, I said “you” in the rest of the letter instead of “you (both)”.] However, such a dialogue with a high-ranking prelate of the Church did take place.
As the head of the CBCI, the responsibility surely lies with you whoever might have said those words.

I spent a large portion of the day on May 28, carefully scrutinising every single word of a large number of YouTube videos in order to write the report “CHURCH TARGETS MODI - DEFENDING ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO” which I sent you yesterday (29th May) morning. As a result, I had to make a few minor corrections to my email to you of the 24th. These corrections are reflected in the above-referred file that I sent you yesterday. That addresses your advice to me “please do your home work well!” which I take seriously and gratefully.
I reiterate that (except for the matter that you have brought to my attention now) I stand by my final report of yesterday.

In fact, I have further polished it up and am sending it to you attached herewith (there are new inclusions on Goswami towards the end.) I am copying this email of apology and explanation, to all those individuals who were cc-ed earlier.
Dear Cardinal Oswald, it comes across that you do not care for feedback from the laity if you have not read fully my email of the 24th addressed to you. I have sent you a few dozen reports on various matters of Catholic concern over the years and you have acknowledged several of them. However, you have never once been able to say that I was wrong, factually or doctrinally, on any issue that I brought to your attention. Each and every time, I am 100% certain about what I write.
I produce over a thousand pages of information each month and they are all meticulously researched for my web site.

Yes, I am well aware that you had just landed in Delhi when you came on the show because you said so to Goswami.
But, I cannot accept your stating that you were “unaware of details of the issue, and when I started not even knowing whom I was talking to”. 

You must have briefed by the leaders of the Delhi Church and the CBCI about the fallout and uproar over the Archbishop’s letter before you went on air. If you weren’t, why did you agree to speak to Republic TV, and why did you do so conditionally (as both you and Goswami mentioned)? It was, on your part, unprecedented to come on national television.

About your stating that you did not know whom you were talking to, you informed Goswami that you have watched some of his programmes, didn’t you? So you did know who you were talking to.

I reiterate, that all in all, the Church’s defense did not go well in most part, except generally for Bishop Theodore’s and in totality for that of Archbishop Anil Couto.
During our family prayers at night, we do remember the clergy, and especially Pope Francis. 
On the question of my discipleship, you must one day read the testimony of my conversion and that of my calling to ministry through Isaiah 30:8 which I received directly from the Lord by locution on March 25, 1995.

Please do find time to read the file attached. It concerns the Indian Church under your leadership.

Yours respectfully and obediently,

Michael Prabhu

MODIFIED AND UPDATED FILE ATTACHED
From: Archbishop Bombay diocesebombay@gmail.com To: prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

Subject: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias Date: Wed, 30 May 2018 19:38:17 +0530
Dear Michael,

            I have just seen your email of this morning before I leave for a couple of meetings.

            There was certainly no need to apologize.  I did not demand it.  It was accurately observed that I had not seen the letter of Archbishop Anil Couto.  I arrived in Delhi and went straight for the interview after having a snack.  I was not briefed by the Delhi Church because Archbishop Couto was in Patna, and the Secretary General of the CBCI was not present to brief me.  I agreed to speak to the TV Channel (I did not know which it was) because I realized there had to be damage control.  Besides the Church’s stance is very clear and I did not want polarization of our Society in India.  This is not good for the country and not good for our people.

            Thank you for your prayers.  Do continue to pray for the Church in India and for me.

            With kind regards and best wishes,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

 Oswald Cardinal Gracias
    Archbishop of Bombay
LETTER FROM BISHOP MASCARENHAS, CBCI GENERAL SECRETARY. 
From: secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net 
Subject: Re: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias/An apology, an explanation and a reiteration 
Date: Wed, 30 May 2018 07:47:01 +0530
CC: His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias <diocesebombay@gmail.com>, Most Rev. Anil Joseph Thomas Couto <officeofarchbishop@gmail.com>, ajtcouto54@gmail.com, ajtcouto@gmail.com, cbcipro@gmail.com, secretarygeneral@cbci.in, John Dayal john.dayal@gmail.com
Dear Mr. Prabhu
Greetings of peace.

I am a little surprised that you have dragged me into a controversy with which I have nothing to do.

I have not spoken to Arnab Goswami. I spoke to Times Now. I think you are a bit confused about the whole discussion.

I would be grateful if you could check up your facts before circulating mails about what Cardinal Gracias, I or anyone else might have said or not said.

Your mails have been circulating around and I feel bad that I am dragged into the confusion.

I have no grudges but I feel these type of mails hurt the Church rather than helping it.

May God grant us wisdom and enlightenment.

Do keep me in your prayers. Be assured of my prayers for you and all those dear to you.

Yours sincerely in Our Lord

+ Theodore 
MY APOLOGY TO BISHOP MASCARENHAS
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: secretarygeneralcbci@gmail.com 
Date: Fri, 22 Jun 2018 19:45:12 +0530
Dear Bishop Theodore,

This is with reference to your letter me of May 30. Please forgive me for the three-week delay in responding to you.
I acknowledge that you were interviewed on Times Now and not on Republic TV as I had wrongly stated in my initial report. In my original May 24 letter to you and the Cardinal, I had confessed that I was writing two days after the debate on Republic TV (where Cardinal Oswald Gracias was interviewed), and after watching several shows on other channels. Despite my best efforts, I was not able to locate the related Times Now video featuring you, online. There was another Bishop who was interviewed and the remarks that I attributed to you may apply to him. I do not recall his identity either. I never write without documentation and I apologize to you for my grave error. I have removed all my comments concerning you before the final report goes online at my web site. However, I stand by what I said concerning the Cardinal as I located several videos and transcribed some of them for my report. An acknowledgement is not necessary.
Yours obediently, Michael

However I did locate a Times Now video of May 22 which features only Archbishop Couto and not Bishop Mascarenhas. Note that the media yet again falsely implicates the Vatican in the cooked-up controversy:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hOcS3CpodvU 43:17
*

From: Michael Prabhu <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net>

To: arnab@republicworld.com
Subject: #CHURCHTARGETSMODI - DEFENDING ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO
Date: Wed, 30 May 2018 07:17:09 +0530
Mr. Goswami,

The report from India's biggest lay-operated Catholic web site. File attached.

Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist            
SOME RELATED FILES 
GOA ARCHBISHOP FILIPE NERI FERRAO SECONDS ARCHBISHOP COUTO

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GOA_ARCHBISHOP_FILIPE_NERI_FERRAO_SECONDS_ARCHBISHOP_COUTO.doc 
REPUBLIC TV AND ARNAB GOSWAMI EXPOSED
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REPUBLIC_TV_AND_ARNAB_GOSWAMI_EXPOSED.doc 
SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY SHARES FAKE EMAIL ABOUT CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUBRAMANIAN_SWAMY_SHARES_FAKE_EMAIL_ABOUT_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
FALLOUT OF ARCHBISHOP COUTOS LETTER-SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY WANTS TIES WITH VATICAN SCRAPPED http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALLOUT_OF_ARCHBISHOP_COUTOS_LETTER-SUBRAMANIAN_SWAMY_WANTS_TIES_WITH_VATICAN_SCRAPPED.doc
