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Webinar airs survey results on hierarchical exploitation of nuns in India
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/news/news/webinar-airs-survey-results-hierarchical-exploitation-india-nuns
Lissy Maruthanakuzhy, Panaji, July 12, 2021

Survey highlights hierarchical exploitation of nuns in India
https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/survey-highlights-hierarchical-exploitation-of-nuns-in-india/
July 13, 2021

The author Lissy Maruthanakuzhy is a nun belonging to the Daughters of St. Paul congregation, but she never prefixes “Sister” to her name. She is a regular contributor of “progressive” and dissenting views to liberal sites including UCA News and New Delhi-based Matters India.

She takes delight in interreligious dialogue and syncretization of the Faith:

Catholic priests walk interreligious talk 

http://mattersindia.com/catholic-priests-walk-interreligious-talk/
Some of her articles are on New Age themes. See

FR. ITTOOP PANIKULAM SVD AUTHORS BOOK ON NEW AGE HOLISTIC MEDITATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FR_ITTOOP_PANIKULAM_SVD_AUTHORS_BOOK_ON_NEW_AGE_HOLISTIC_MEDITATION.doc
Infusing new life [Mumbai’s SVD New Age Gyan Ashram]

https://mattersindia.com/2021/04/infusing-new-life/
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Global Sisters Report is a project of the National Catholic Reporter. Lissy writes for it. See https://www.ncronline.org/authors/lissy-maruthanakuzhy and https://www.globalsistersreport.org/authors/lissy-maruthanakuzhy.   
The National Catholic Reporter is a U.S.-based radical left, modernist media group that is anti-Church and anti-Tradition and militates for, among other things, women’s ordination as priests.

Also see CONFERENCE OF RELIGIOUS INDIA WOMEN’S SECTION CONTINUES TO ASPIRE FOR ORDINATION DESPITE POPE’S CRIMINALIZING IT - WOMENPRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONFERENCE_OF_RELIGIOUS_INDIA_WOMENS_SECTION_CONTINUES_TO_ASPIRE_FOR_ORDINATION_DESPITE_POPES_CRIMINALIZING_IT.doc
Lissy and her ilk (Astrid Lobo Gajiwala) constantly wrestle with the bogey of “patriarchy” on their journey to the goal of “women’s liberation”.

The subject of “patriarchy” is treated in my books
MEDICATIONS AND MEDITATIONS IN THE NEW AGE, A Compendium of New Age Deceptions and Corresponding Church Teachings, ATC, 2019 (chapter 59) and THE SPIRITUAL DECEPTIONS OF THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT AND WHAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH HAS PRONOUNCED ON THEM, 2021 (chapter 62), Feminism, Feminist Theology, Inclusive Language and the Ordination of Women (Women priests) .
This article appears in the Abuse of sisters feature series. View the full series.

Sacramental blackmail, clergy sexual abuse, clericalism and property disputes are among challenges facing Catholic women religious in India, an international webinar was told.
The July 10 meeting organized by Voices of Faith, a Rome-based international network, discussed the findings of a Conference of Religious India survey conducted among the leaders of the women religious in the country.

Around 370 nuns, priests and laypeople from many English-speaking countries, Germany and Italy attended the two-hour program.

The survey was commissioned in 2018 by the women's section of the Conference of Religious India, the national association of religious major superiors in the country, after media reports indicated widespread exploitation of nuns in the Catholic Church.

A four-member team conducted the study in 2019-20 and published the findings as a book in June this year.

"It is a landmark document," Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, a laywoman theologian who coordinated the webinar, said of the book. "For the first time, we have hard data that cannot be discounted. Women religious from across India have courageously called out the exploitation they experience in the church."
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Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, a lay theologian, moderates an international webinar organized July 10 to discuss the findings of a study on Indian women religious.
The book lists these problems faced by the Indian nuns: low wages, disputes over property, harassment from priests, refusal of sacramental celebrations, and verbal abuse in person and from the pulpit.
The issues discussed in the book were earlier discounted, Gajiwala says, lest they invite "the wrath of powerful priests and bishops," adding the concerns "are finally out in the open."

The India conferences of both bishops and religious have not responded to the survey or its findings.

The 86-page book titled It's High Time: Women Religious Speak Up on Gender Justice in the Indian Church, was written by a three-member team led by Sr. Hazel D'Lima, former superior general of the Society of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary.

The team contacted about 500 women major superiors and persons of influence in different women's religious congregations in India. "Only 121 people replied. A 25% sample is good enough for an exploratory survey," D'Lima told the webinar.
Sr. Noella de Souza of the Missionaries of Christ Jesus, a member of the survey team, said the book speaks of the economic, spiritual and sexual abuses women religious face in the Indian church.

India has more than 103,000 members in 292 women religious congregations, according to the conference of religious directory.

De Souza said they were told that bishops were not happy about the survey. "Later, the executive commission of [the Conference of Religious India] seemed plagued by fears and withheld their consent to publish the study," she explained.

"Towards the end we had to seek legal counsel to reassure ourselves that we could and should get it printed and, more important, disseminate the study to all the respondents and bishops in the country," De Souza said.

The study was "almost silent" about clergy sexual abuse, she said, "because the respondents were major superiors and not the sisters in the field."

The webinar, she said, was organized to take the book's message further. "Being the first study of its kind, we were keen to know the issues that mattered to our sisters, and their feelings about the working relations in the mission," she explained.

She expects the participants to take the message to their congregations, dioceses and bishops.

Br. Philip Pinto, who wrote the book's preface, endorsed the study. "I have sat in silence as individual sisters wept through telling their stories. Enough! It's high time. ... This is now the call for action," asserted the former superior general of the worldwide Congregation of Christian Brothers. Pinto was a panellist in the online forum.

D'Lima said women religious expect priests and bishops to understand and respect their role in the church's mission. Instead, sisters "face a sense of rivalry and fear to dialogue. Too many demands are made on them," said D'Lima, who once headed the women's section of the India conference of religious.

She said the lack of understanding and respect from the priests makes the mission difficult for women religious. Priests don't have a sense of shared planning and execution of tasks in the church's mission, D'Lima said.

"Dialogue often leads to hostility between priests and women religious," she added.

The researchers spent months analyzing the data, reflecting on each response and the message it sought to convey, D'Lima said.

According to the respondents, working relationships are most important in their mission to build confidence, understanding and encouragement. They expect priests and bishops to respect and appreciate their efforts, potential, and their religious and community life.
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The book says nuns who work in church institutions are among the lowest-paid employees. Those working in sacristy or preparing for liturgy get no payment. Around 47 of 174 dioceses in India paid low wages to nuns. The hierarchical response has been that nuns are "collaborators" in the church's mission.

"Women religious are considered less than other laywomen when it comes to their service in parishes, although they are qualified and do equal work. They are offered a paltry sum for their full-time services," De Souza said.
Land has become a "bone of contention" in the church, with some religious going to civil courts to resolve their disputes with dioceses.
Pinto said dioceses bully and intimidate women religious since they hesitate to go to court for redress of their grievances. He wants the religious, especially women, to pay greater attention to their initial contracts with dioceses.

"The church is not just the hierarchical church. We are the church. The diocese is not the only element of the church in mission. All of us are players in the field and this needs to be acknowledged and provided for," said Pinto.

Women keep the church alive, he asserted. "If women stopped going to church, the church would die — no matter how many men line up for ordination."

Another problem is sacramental blackmail, or a priest's refusal of sacramental celebration to sisters. Some priests use their power arbitrarily when they refuse to celebrate Mass in the convent chapel or they take away the Blessed Sacrament from there.

Most survey respondents said priests refuse to say Mass when the sisters do not comply with their demands. Normal expectation is that the priest would celebrate Mass once a week in a convent. "However, there have been instances where the Eucharist was not celebrated even for months," says the book.
"Such abusive behavior can be stopped only by refusing to tolerate it," said Pinto. "Like Pope Francis who allowed a cardinal to stand trial for fraud in the Vatican, we must not be party to abusive behavior. That is transparency and a sign of change," he added.

De Souza said religious congregations should train their young people to think critically and face uncomfortable and exploitative pastoral situations with courage.

She regrets that many nuns stop their spiritual and emotional growth when they join the convent. "What are we doing to our young recruits? And this comes to the question of formation."

De Souza said the religious congregation should focus on human development while training their new members.

"We should train our young sisters in legal and human rights, theology, feminist theology, prophetic call and mission," she stressed. The young nuns should be taught relevant church documents, emerging trends in spirituality and religious life, and feminist interpretation of the Bible, she added.

She agrees the task ahead is immense. "We need to conscientize our sisters and our hierarchy and be firm that we shall decide our own future and our involvement in the Indian church by and for ourselves. We are adult enough to manage ourselves," she said.

D'Lima wants the nuns to choose service instead of servitude. "The important thing is to dialogue with those who tend to impose on us, making known our stand with confidence and conviction leading to collaboration, rather than an either-or situation."

She cited her own experience when she was superior general of the Society of the Daughters of the Heart of Mary. An apostolic visitor was sent to them "for reasons which I did not know. He was supposed to examine the governance of my congregation and I had to defer everything to him. But I did not."

She was summoned to the dicastery in Rome several times to undergo questioning about her governance. "I did not engage any lawyer but honestly answered whatever I was asked to clarify. I suffered a lot through it, but in the end I not only completed my term as superior general but was elected for a second term."

She said the experience convinced her that one does not have to say yes to everything.

"I was able to take the fight to the Vatican, and I believe God's grace was there to help me. Your conviction in what you are doing and your faith in God will give you the courage to act and be independent. The Spirit is one of us. She inspires women as well."

Pinto encouraged the forum: "The women religious of our time cannot allow a church in dire need of reform to continue in its broken state. They have to speak up."

MORE RELATED FILES
ORDINATIO SACERDOTALIS-ON RESERVING PRIESTLY ORDINATION TO MEN ALONE JOHN PAUL II MAY 22, 1994 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ORDINATIO_SACERDOTALIS-ON_RESERVING_PRIESTLY_ORDINATION_TO_MEN_ALONE.doc
ANOTHER TAKE ON WHY WOMEN CAN’T BE PRIESTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANOTHER_TAKE_ON_WHY_WOMEN_CANT_BE_PRIESTS.doc
FEMALE ORDINATION NOT THE ANSWER TO THE PRESENT CHURCH CRISIS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FEMALE_ORDINATION_NOT_THE_ANSWER_TO_THE_PRESENT_CHURCH_CRISIS.doc
WHY CANT WOMEN BE CATHOLIC PRIESTS? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_CANT_WOMEN_BE_CATHOLIC_PRIESTS.doc 

WHY NOT WOMEN PRIESTS-WHY NOT THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_NOT_WOMEN_PRIESTS-WHY_NOT_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN.doc
WOMEN PRIESTS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc 
AUSCP-HERETICAL ASSOCIATION OF U.S. CATHOLIC PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AUSCP-HERETICAL_ASSOCIATION_OF_U_._S_._CATHOLIC_PRIESTS.doc
ARCHBISHOP OF DELHI SUPPORTS WOMEN'S ORDINATION (ANIL COUTO)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_OF_DELHI_SUPPORTS_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc
CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT FEMINISTS UNITE TO PUBLISH WOMENS BIBLE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_AND_PROTESTANT_FEMINISTS_UNITE_TO_PUBLISH_WOMENS_BIBLE.doc
CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE OF DR JAMES KOTTOOR IS LIBERAL AND NEW AGE (PRO-ORDINATION OF WOMEN)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_OF_DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR_IS_LIBERAL_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
COMPANION INDIA-WHY I WOULD NOT RECOMMEND THIS MAGAZINE TO CATHOLICS (PRO-ORDINATION OF WOMEN)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COMPANION_INDIA-WHY_I_WOULD_NOT_RECOMMEND_THIS_MAGAZINE_TO_CATHOLICS.doc
EXCOMMUNICATED WOMAN PRIEST MINISTERS IN BENEDICTINE MONASTERY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXCOMMUNICATED_WOMAN_PRIEST_MINISTERS_IN_BENEDICTINE_MONASTERY.doc
FEMINIST NUN CRITICIZES THE CHURCH ON NATIONAL TELEVISION   (SR. EVELYN MENEZES)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FEMINIST_NUN_CRITICIZES_THE_CHURCH_ON_NATIONAL_TELEVISION.doc
FEMINISTS FUME OVER ‘SEXIST’ FRATELLI TUTTI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FEMINISTS_FUME_OVER_SEXIST_FRATELLI_TUTTI.doc
FRANCIS FLOATS ‘NEW FEMINISM’ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_FLOATS_NEW_FEMINISM.doc
HERETICAL CATHERINE OF SIENA COLLEGE OFFERS NEW COURSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HERETICAL_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_COLLEGE_OFFERS_NEW_COURSES.doc
HOW PROTESTANTS’ ASSAULT ON MARY DISMANTLED SOCIETY AND DEGRADED WOMEN – FEMINISM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_PROTESTANTS_ASSAULT_ON_MARY_DISMANTLED_SOCIETY_AND_DEGRADED_WOMEN.doc
JESUIT MONTHLY JIVAN PROMOTES NEW AGE PRIEST OLALEKAR, RADICAL FEMINISTS GAJIWALA, VIRGINIA SALDANHA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JESUIT_MONTHLY_JIVAN_PROMOTES_NEW_AGE_PRIEST_OLALEKAR_RADICAL_FEMINISTS_GAJIWALA_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA.doc
JUSTICE GINSBURG, TRUMP, AND WHAT DOES “WOMEN’S RIGHTS” MEAN? - RUTH BADER GINSBURG, AMY CONEY BARRETT
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JUSTICE_GINSBURG_TRUMP_AND_WHAT_DOES_WOMENS_RIGHTS_MEAN.doc
MATTERSINDIA ‘CATHOLIC’ NEWS PORTAL BELIEVES THAT WOMEN CAN BE PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MATTERSINDIA_NEWS_PORTAL_BELIEVES_THAT_WOMEN_CAN_BE_PRIESTS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 15-DEMAND FOR ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS-FR SUBHASH ANAND AND OTHERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_15-DEMAND_FOR_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS-FR_SUBHASH_ANAND_AND_OTHERS.doc
POPE FRANCIS CRIMINALIZES WOMEN’S ORDINATION 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_CRIMINALIZES_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc
POPE FRANCIS SAYS NO TO WOMEN PRIESTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_SAYS_NO_TO_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01-WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01A-WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01A-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01B-FRANCIS LEGITIMIZES WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN AFTER VIOLATING RUBRICS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01B-FRANCIS_LEGITIMIZES_WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_AFTER_VIOLATING_RUBRIC.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 08-CONSULTOR TO THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR CULTURE PRACTISES NEW AGE ADVOCATES THE HERESY OF WOMEN PRIESTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_08-CONSULTOR_TO_THE_PONTIFICAL_COUNCIL_FOR_CULTURE_PRACTISES_NEW_AGE_ADVOCATES_THE_HERESY_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc
RADICAL FEMINISM AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RADICAL_FEMINISM_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN.doc
THE PRO-WOMEN’S ORDINATION GAJIWALAS-THE INDIAN CHURCHS FIRST FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PRO-WOMENS_ORDINATION_GAJIWALAS-THE_INDIAN_CHURCHS_FIRST_FAMILY.doc
THERE IS NO “CATHOLIC FEMINISM” 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THERE_IS_NO_CATHOLIC_FEMINISM.doc
UCAN WANTS TO DO AWAY WITH THE PRIESTHOOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_WANTS_TO_DO_AWAY_WITH_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc
UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc
UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS-02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-02.doc
UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS-03 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-03.doc
VIRGINIA SALDANHA-ECCLESIA OF WOMEN IN ASIA AND CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE-FEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc
VIRGINIA SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS INFILTRATES THE INDIAN CHURCH-CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc
WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON HOLY THURSDAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc
WHAT'S VIRGINIA SALDANHA DOING WITH "NUNS ON THE BUS"? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_DOING_WITH_NUNS_ON_THE_BUS.doc
WHY DON’T THEY JUST SAY IT-INDIAN WOMEN RELIGIOUS WANT TO BE PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_DONT_THEY_JUST_SAY_IT-INDIAN_WOMEN_RELIGIOUS_WANT_TO_BE_PRIESTS.doc
WOMEN PRIESTS-THE NCR-UCAN-EWA NEXUS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS-THE_NCR-UCAN-EWA_NEXUS.doc
WOMEN’S ORDINATION ACTIVIST VIRGINIA SALDANHA MOURNS RESIGNATION OF LIBERAL CDL. REINHARD MARX 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WOMENS_ORDINATION_ACTIVIST_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_MOURNS_RESIGNATION_OF_LIBERAL_CDL_REINHARD_MARX.doc
AMAZON SYNOD –>

AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE (1350+FILES), including the three below and many more 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC CRITICISM-EWTN ETC 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_CRITICISM-EWTN_ETC.doc
INDIAN WOMEN THEOLOGIANS DIVIDED ON FEMALE DIACONATE – AMAZON SYNOD

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_WOMEN_THEOLOGIANS_DIVIDED_ON_FEMALE_DIACONATE.doc
WOMEN PRIESTS AND ARTIFICIAL ECUMENISM 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS_AND_ARTIFICIAL_ECUMENISM.doc
ALTAR BOYS ALTAR GIRLS AND THE NEED FOR ONGOING DISCERNMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALTAR_BOYS_ALTAR_GIRLS_AND_THE_NEED_FOR_ONGOING_DISCERNMENT.doc
ALTAR BOYS AND THE PRIESTHOOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALTAR_BOYS_AND_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc
ALTAR GIRLS-ALTAR SERVING SEEN THROUGH SECULAR EYES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALTAR_GIRLS-ALTAR_SERVING_SEEN_THROUGH_SECULAR_EYES.doc
BUSTING THE MYTH OF ALTAR GIRLS AND FEMALE VOCATIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BUSTING_THE_MYTH_OF_ALTAR_GIRLS_AND_FEMALE_VOCATIONS.doc
