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White House: Pope Francis ‘has spoken differently’ than Biden on abortion
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/10/27/white-house-pope-francis-has-spoken-differently-than-biden-on-abortion/
Matt Hadro, Washington, October 27, 2021
Ahead of President Joe Biden’s Oct. 29 meeting with Pope Francis, a White House spokeswoman acknowledged on Wednesday that “the pope has spoken differently” than Biden on abortion.
Biden, a Catholic, “is somebody who stands up for and believes that a woman’s right to choose is important,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said at an Oct. 27 briefing with reporters.

“The pope has spoken differently,” she added, in response to a question by EWTN News Nightly White House correspondent Owen Jensen.

Pope Francis will meet with President Biden and First Lady Jill Biden on Friday at the Vatican.

Psaki on Wednesday said that areas of agreement between the two will feature as the “centerpiece” of Friday’s meeting, including the issues of “poverty, combatting the climate crisis, ending the COVID-19 pandemic.”

“These are all hugely important, impactful issues that will be the centerpiece of what their discussion is when they meet,” she added.

Pope Francis has previously called abortion “murder,” compared abortion to “hiring a hitman,” said that unborn victims of abortion bear the face of Jesus, and decried efforts to promote abortion as an “essential service” during the pandemic.
Biden and his administration have taken a number of steps to either fund abortion outright or loosen regulations against funding of pro-abortion groups.

He pushed for taxpayer-funded abortion in Medicare by excluding the Hyde amendment from his FY 2022 budget request to Congress. In a Jan. 28 executive order, Biden repealed the Mexico City Policy, allowing for U.S. funding of international pro-abortion groups. His administration has changed regulations to allow funding of abortion providers in the Title X family planning program.

When Texas’ pro-life “heartbeat” law went into effect on Sept. 1, Biden promised a “whole-of-government” response to maintain legal abortion in Texas. The Justice Department filed a lawsuit in federal court over the law, and the Department of Health and Human Services announced increased family planning funding of groups impacted by the Texas law.

In addition, Biden has issued statements supporting legal abortion in the United States and internationally.

Later in Wednesday’s briefing, Psaki expounded upon the president’s “faith” when asked about the meeting at the Vatican.

I think the president’s faith, as you well know, is quite personal to him. His faith has been a source of strength through various tragedies that he has lived through in his life,” she said, noting that “he attends church every weekend.”

“We certainly expect it to be a warm meeting,” she said.  [image: image2.png]



Pew recaps polling data on eve of Pope-Biden meeting
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52729
October 28, 2021
CWN Editor's Note: According to Pew surveys earlier this year, “most Democrats say Biden is at least somewhat religious and mentions his faith about the right amount; most Republicans disagree.” In addition, “most US Catholics think Biden’s abortion views should not disqualify him from Communion,” and “views of Pope Francis [are] stable among Catholics across the board.”
More at:
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2021/10/27/fast-facts-as-biden-meets-with-pope-francis/
Vatican blocks live coverage of Pope-Biden meeting
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52738
October 28, 2021
CWN Editor's Note: The Vatican has announced that no live media coverage will be allowed for the meeting between Pope Francis and US President Joe Biden on October 29.
No explanation was provided for the sudden cancellation of scheduled media coverage.
Ordinarily, filming is allowed while the Pontiff greets a foreign leader, and the two pose together in the apostolic library before their private talk.
Vatican officials told reporters that some footage of the encounter will be provided to media outlets, in edited form, after the meeting.
More at:

https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-pope-francis-europe-world-news-religion-d07155e1386a6edd78206ea13139b89a

Journalists protest as Vatican cancels live coverage of Joe Biden greeting Pope Francis
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249428/journalists-protest-as-vatican-cancels-live-coverage-of-joe-biden-greeting-pope-francis
Courtney Mares, October 28, 2021
One day before U.S. President Joe Biden is due to meet with Pope Francis, the Vatican canceled its scheduled live broadcast of the meeting without explanation.
Journalists in the Vatican press corps — who will also not be allowed to have a pool representative present for the initial handshake due to current Vatican COVID-19 protocols — have protested at the last-minute cancelation.

The Associated Press reported on Oct. 28 that it had formally complained to the Vatican about the canceled live stream, along with members of the Vatican correspondents’ association.

Steven Portnoy, president of the White House Correspondents’ Association, said that the group declared its solidarity with Vatican reporters in “expressing our disappointment that the world won’t see live pictures of President Biden’s meeting with Pope Francis.”

“Reporters have been covering the papal audiences of American presidents since Woodrow Wilson sat w/Benedict [XV] in January 1919,” Portnoy, a CBS News Radio correspondent, wrote on Twitter.
“Our fully-vaccinated & masked pool of reporters is ready to continue this public service, mindful of its own safety as well as the leaders’, to ensure independent coverage of the first Catholic president in 60 yrs meeting with the head of the Catholic church,” he said.

[Tweet]

White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki also addressed the Vatican’s media restrictions at a press briefing.
“What I can assure you of is that we are working, through every lever we have, to advocate for access for the press pool and for press when the president visits the Vatican,” Psaki said.

“We believe in the value of the free press. We believe in the value of ensuring you have access to the president’s trips and his visits overseas.”

Before the pandemic, Vatican protocol allowed for a small group of journalists, including the president’s own media pool, to be present for the first handshakes and the initial exchange as they sat down before the formal and private conversation. Journalists were again present to witness the exchange of gifts.

The Vatican has indicated that it will now only provide live footage of the arrival of the U.S. president’s motorcade at the Apostolic Palace, which some journalists will also be allowed to attend.

[Video]

The meeting between Biden and Pope Francis is scheduled to start at noon on Oct. 29 and last for about an hour.
Biden has previously met Pope Francis on three occasions, but this will be his first face-to-face meeting with the pope as the 46th president of the United States and the country’s second Catholic president.

According to the White House, the president plans to discuss “ending the COVID-19 pandemic, tackling the climate crisis, and caring for the poor.”
Francis and Biden: Will Friday’s Meeting Echo Previous Papal Encounters with Presidents?
A look back at President Kennedy’s historic visit in 1963 and President Obama’s meeting with Benedict XVI in 2009.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/francis-and-biden-will-friday-s-meeting-echo-previous-papal-encounters-with-presidents
Edward Pentin, Vatican City, October 28, 2021
They can often be overhyped, but visits by U.S. Presidents to the Vatican still tend to be media spectacles, heavily scrutinized down to the slightest detail with sentences carefully parsed and deciphered. 
That usual level of scrutiny is expected to be heightened even more when President Joe Biden becomes only the second Catholic president and the 14th American head of state to visit the Vatican on Friday. 

Issues pertaining to the intersection of faith and politics and respect for the dignity of all human life are expected to attract the most attention in light of the Biden administration’s radical pro-abortion and pro-gender ideology policies, and the U.S. bishops’ concerns over Biden continuing to seek to receive Holy Communion. 

Such distressing policy differences between a pope and a Catholic president were absent when President John F. Kennedy came to the Vatican as the first Catholic president and met the just-crowned Pope Paul VI on July 2, 1963, a decade before Roe v Wade. 

Commentators then were musing less about the content of the president’s and the Pope’s statements than what the visuals might be, according to reports. Would JFK kneel down and kiss the Fisherman’s ring, or keep a distance to honor the principle of separation of Church and State? 
The matter was especially sensitive given concerns at the time, primarily among Evangelicals and Southern Baptists, that Catholic presidential candidates would have dual and competing loyalties to both the Vatican and the United States. In the end, Paul VI welcomed Kennedy with open arms, the president gave a slight nod of the head, and the kiss of the papal ring was replaced by a solemn shake of the hands. 

Disappointing for many was that the meeting itself was low-key, informal and unofficial, and originally billed as a “private” meeting — apparently a wish of both parties, possibly in view of some remaining and hardened anti-Catholic sentiment back home. (A similar commotion has erupted over the Vatican’s decision to restrict media coverage on Friday.)  

But this didn’t prevent attention also being paid to other aspects of the historic visit, not least the papal statement that followed the audience: his text was comprehensive, considerably longer than those of today following such encounters, and full of praise for the United States. 

In particular, Paul VI showed special regard for Kennedy’s emphasis on “the higher moral principles of truth, of justice and of liberty” which, he said, were in “a spontaneous harmony” with Pope John XXIII’s encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth). 
That document, he said, had renewed the Church’s “constant teaching on the dignity of the individual human person, a dignity which the Almighty Creator bestowed in creating man to His own image and likeness.” 

John XXIII had wanted to present Kennedy with a signed copy of Pacem in Terris, but he had died just a month earlier, during the Second Vatican Council. Cardinal Richard Cushing of Boston, an old friend of the Kennedys who had stayed on in Rome after Paul VI’s coronation, gave the president the copy instead, when Kennedy visited the Pontifical North American College later that morning. 

Kennedy was accompanied on his visit by, among others, his younger sister Jean (who stood in for the First Lady, Jacqueline Kennedy), Secretary of State Dean Rusk, speechwriter Ted Sorensen, and JFK’s press secretary, Pierre Salinger.  

Barack Obama’s 2009 Visit
Papal audiences with U.S. presidents at the Vatican are always cordial but tensions over policy differences can often take center stage, especially in the media. 

Of the more recent presidential visits, this was especially visible during President Barack Obama’s visit to Pope Benedict XVI on July 10, 2009 — a visit arguably the most comparable to Biden’s Vatican meeting on Friday.

In the seven months that had passed since Obama’s inauguration, much had been written about his abortion record, fueling concerns that he was becoming the most radical anti-life president in U.S. history. Matters weren’t helped by sympathetic editorials in L’Osservatore Romano that brushed off these policies.  
Benedict XVI wasted no time in raising them. In a statement, the Vatican said that in the course of their “cordial exchanges,” the conversation turned “first of all to questions which are in the interests of all, and which constitute a great challenge for the future of every nation and for the true progress of peoples, such as the defense and promotion of life and the right to abide by one’s conscience.”

Benedict also didn’t stop there: He also unexpectedly gave Obama a copy of Dignitas Personae (The Dignity of the Person), a Vatican document on “certain bioethical questions” that had just been published and explained the Church’s position on abortion, embryonic stem-cell research, and other life issues. 
Benedict also wanted it made known after the meeting that Obama had told him of his commitment “to reduce the number of abortions,” while the administration said Obama pledged to introduce a “robust conscience clause” to protect Catholic doctors and others from having to act against their faith. 

In the end, however Benedict XVI’s fairly direct approach fell on deaf ears in terms of policy shifts, and all eyes will be on whether Francis’ emphasis on “closeness, compassion and tenderness” will yield greater results.  

The White House has sought to pre-empt and possibly mitigate controversy by saying earlier this month that Biden and the Pope would “discuss working together on efforts grounded in respect for fundamental human dignity,” as well as “ending the COVID-19 pandemic, tackling the climate crisis, and caring for the poor.” 

Friday’s meeting will take place in the apostolic palace at noon and is expected to last up to an hour.

Will Pope Francis Raise the Abortion Issue in Meeting with Biden?
‘Please challenge President Biden on this critical issue,’ Bishop Thomas Tobin tweeted today in an online appeal to the Holy Father.

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/will-pope-francis-raise-the-abortion-issue-in-meeting-with-biden
Lauretta Brown, October 28, 2021
As President Joe Biden, the second baptized Catholic U.S. president, prepares to meet with Pope Francis at the Vatican Friday, there has been speculation regarding whether the Holy Father will broach the topic of abortion with the president, given that his pro-abortion stance marks a significant break with Church teaching and with numerous remarks the Pope has made calling abortion “murder.” 
The meeting also comes just ahead of the U.S. bishops’ fall meeting where they will be voting on a document on the Eucharist that will include a section on worthiness to receive Communion, a hot-button topic given the prominent U.S. pro-abortion Catholic politicians like Biden who continue to receive Communion.

Bishop Thomas Tobin of Providence, Rhode Island, tweeted a message to Pope Francis Wednesday saying, “You have boldly stated that abortion is ‘murder.’ Please challenge President Biden on this critical issue. His persistent support of abortion is an embarrassment for the Church and a scandal to the world.”

[Tweet]
Pope Francis recently told reporters on a papal flight, “Communion is a gift, a present; it is the presence of Jesus in the Church and in the community. Then, those who are not in the community cannot take Communion. ... Out of the community — ex-communicated — because they are not baptized or have drifted away.” He said of abortion that “it's more than a problem. it's homicide. Whoever has an abortion, kills. No mincing words. Take any book on embryology for medical students. The third week after conception, all the organs are already there, even the DNA. ... It is a human life; this human life must be respected; this principle is so clear. ... That is why the Church is so harsh on this issue, because if it accepts this, it is as if it accepts daily murder.”
Regarding Communion for pro-abortion politicians in the U.S., Pope Francis said “the problem is not theological, it is pastoral, how we bishops manage this principle pastorally.” While he said he was “not very familiar with the details of the United States,” he would urge bishops to “be a pastor, because he is a pastor also for the excommunicated.”

In the past, Pope Francis has made strong remarks against abortion, calling abortions after a prenatal diagnosis of disability “what the Nazis did” but “with white gloves.” He has also likened abortion to “hiring a hitman.” Before he became pope, he was the lead author of the 2007 Aparecida document that stated, “We hope that legislators, heads of government, and health professionals, conscious of the dignity of human life and of the rootedness of the family in our peoples, will defend and protect it from the abominable crimes of abortion and euthanasia. ... We must adhere to ‘Eucharistic coherence,’ that is, be conscious that they cannot receive Holy Communion and at the same time act with deeds or words against the commandments, particularly when abortion, euthanasia, and other grave crimes against life and family are encouraged.”

Interaction between Francis and Biden
President Biden and Pope Francis have areas of agreement when it comes to issues like the environment and encouraging vaccination to combat the coronavirus pandemic. White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki told EWTN’s Owen Jensen Wednesday that “there's a great deal of agreement and overlap with the president and Pope Francis on a range of issues — poverty, combating the climate crisis, ending the COVID-19 pandemic — these are all hugely important, impactful issues that will be the centerpiece of what their discussion is when they meet.” She did acknowledge the area of disagreement on abortion in response to Jensen, saying, "We expect a warm and constructive dialogue. You are familiar with where the president stands. He’s somebody who stands up for and believes that a woman’s right to choose is important. The Pope has spoken differently."

The Pope has met with Biden twice before, during his tenure as vice president in the Obama administration. In dealing with the Obama administration, Pope Francis has done things to signal the importance of the pro-life issue. He touched on “the rights to religious freedom, life and conscientious objection” in his first meeting with President Obama in 2014 and, during his trip to the U.S. in 2015, the Holy Father made a surprise visit to the Little Sisters of the Poor as they faced a lawsuit from the Obama administration due to their conscientious objection to covering contraceptives in their employees’ healthcare plan.
More recently, Francis announced a plenary indulgence for those who participated in the annual March for Life protesting the Roe v. Wade decision legalizing abortion, which took place in January just after Biden’s inauguration. The Church teaches that “an indulgence is the remission before God of temporal punishment for sins whose guilt is already forgiven, which a properly disposed member of the Christian faithful gains under certain and defined conditions by the assistance of the Church.” 

In a January statement to President Biden during his inauguration, the Pope said, “I pray that your decisions will be guided by a concern for building a society marked by authentic justice and freedom, together with unfailing respect for the rights and dignity of every person, especially the poor, the vulnerable and those who have no voice.”
 

U.S. Bishops’ Voice on Abortion
USCCB president Archbishop José Gomez issued a statement at the time of the inauguration more pointedly addressing his concerns over the president’s abortion stance, but also invoking the Pope’s past remarks on abortion.

“For the nation’s bishops, the continued injustice of abortion remains the ‘preeminent priority,” he wrote. “Preeminent does not mean ‘only.’ We have deep concerns about many threats to human life and dignity in our society. But as Pope Francis teaches, we cannot stay silent when nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our country year after year through abortion.”

“Rather than impose further expansions of abortion and contraception, as he has promised, I am hopeful that the new president and his administration will work with the Church and others of good will,” Archbishop Gomez said. “My hope is that we can begin a dialogue to address the complicated cultural and economic factors that are driving abortion and discouraging families.” 

Archbishop William Lori of Baltimore, a member of the committee that drafted the document on the Eucharist being considered by the bishops at their fall assembly, told The Wall Street Journal that the Pope’s meeting with the president would be an example for the bishops of dialogue with political leaders who break with significant Church teaching, but he saw it as “in no way hampering us bishops in our role as teachers on the inestimable value of unborn human life.”

The Vatican abruptly canceled a planned live broadcast of the visit Thursday and said it would provide footage of the meeting to media outlets.

Roll cameras (out)

Subject: Biden meets the pope
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michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net

Today President Joe Biden arrived in the Vatican for his private audience with Pope Francis. By all accounts, the two stayed in conversation for over an hour.  [IMAGE]

You can be sure there will be some very serious-minded commentary explaining exactly how many minutes Biden had with Francis, especially compared to previous presidents, and probably breaking down the exact significance of each additional minute Biden stayed in there. 

My advice is to treat that stuff as the nonsense it is. We don’t know, and we never will know, what exactly went on behind closed doors. In fact, we know less than usual, because yesterday the Vatican press office did something interesting and unexpected — and that doesn’t happen very often.

Announcing the details for Biden’s visit, the Sala stampa said that live cameras and reporters would not be allowed in the room to witness the opening pleasantries, exchange of gifts, and smile-and-wave moments before the pope and president sat down to talk. 

This is contrary to custom. 

So why the change? We don’t know, but that doesn’t mean we can’t speculate to entertain ourselves.

It’s possible there was concern President Biden would immediately kneel before the pope, kiss the fisherman’s ring, and pledge his unquestioning obedience, validating every Masonic conspiracy theory and integralist fantasy about popes and Catholic presidents. 

It’s unlikely, but it is possible.

Perhaps Pope Francis, who has had in recent weeks some strong words about abortion, intended to wag the papal finger and twist the presidential ear about his policies, but, as a matter of pastoral concern, had no intention of shaming Biden before the cameras. 

Again, that’s possible, I suppose.

But, really, I suspect the press office was aware of the freighted significance of the papal audience and did not want to open the door, even a crack, to allowing the pope to be used as a prop for the president - footage of Biden’s previous Vatican visits had a habit of making its way into his campaign ads.

Or maybe the Vatican press office simply didn’t trust the vulgar circus of the White House press pool not to behave like boors, shoving for position and shouting a bunch of impertinent questions, probably while chewing gum inside the Apostolic Palace! That stuff flies fine in the cultural cow town of Washington, but it lacks the kind of quiet dignity they prefer in the Palazzo Apostolico. 
If that’s the reason, I get it. And let’s be honest, what are we really missing? The world’s media are perfectly capable of over-interpreting circulated pool photos to prove their editorial biases.
Cdl. Burke condemns profanation of Eucharist on eve of Pope Francis’ meeting with Biden
In his letter, Burke offers considerations on Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law which bars from Holy Communion people who are 'obstinately persevering in manifest grave sins.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-burke-urges-bishops-to-protect-the-eucharist-on-eve-of-meeting-between-pope-francis-and-biden/
Pierre Boralevi, October 29, 2021
 Cardinal Raymond Burke condemned the practice of giving communion to politicians who support abortion in a letter released on the eve of Joe Biden’s meeting with Pope Francis.  
Cardinal Burke said he wrote the letter in anticipation of the upcoming November U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops meeting, but its release and topic coincide with President Biden’s meeting with the Pope today.

In his letter, Burke offers considerations on Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law, which bars from Holy Communion people who are “obstinately persevering in manifest grave sins.” (Full text below.)  
In spite of the fact that Biden is a staunch supporter of abortion, the politician boasted that “the Holy Father gives me Communion” during an interview where he discussed being denied the Blessed Sacrament by Father Robert E. Morey  in November 2019.  

Burke, like Morey, upholds the teaching that any Catholic who publicly advocates for abortion cannot receive Holy Communion. 

“From the time of my first episcopal ministry in the Diocese of La Crosse, I had confronted the situation of politicians presenting themselves as practicing Catholics and, at the same time, supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in violation of the moral law,” the cardinal wrote.  

The former prefect of the Apostolic Signatura lamented the “gravely scandalous situation of Catholic politicians who persist in supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in grievous violation of the most fundamental precepts of the moral law, while, at the same time, claiming to be devout Catholics, especially by presenting themselves to receive Holy Communion.” 

The Cardinal quoted Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law, which says that “those who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the imposition or declaration of the penalty and others obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to Holy Communion.” 

Burke also recalled the case of Senator John Kerry, who, in 2004, was running for President and “claimed to be a Catholic while at the same time supporting and promoting abortion on demand in the nation.” 

“I admonished Senator Kerry not to present himself to receive Holy Communion because, after having been duly admonished, he persisted in the objectively grave sin of promoting directly procured abortion,” he recalled.  

In his letter, Burke also told the story of how he discovered that a Vatican letter encouraging American bishops to apply Canon 915 to erring politicians had been suppressed. In 2004, when he went to Rome to receive his pallium as the Metropolitan Archbishop of St. Louis, he had a meeting with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to ensure that his own pastoral practice was correct.

In his letter, Burke offers considerations on Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law, which bars from Holy Communion people who are “obstinately persevering in manifest grave sins.” (Full text below.)  
In spite of the fact that Biden is a staunch supporter of abortion, the politician boasted that “the Holy Father gives me Communion” during an interview where he discussed being denied the Blessed Sacrament by Father Robert E. Morey  in November 2019.  

Burke, like Morey, upholds the teaching that any Catholic who publicly advocates for abortion cannot receive Holy Communion. 

“From the time of my first episcopal ministry in the Diocese of La Crosse, I had confronted the situation of politicians presenting themselves as practicing Catholics and, at the same time, supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in violation of the moral law,” the cardinal wrote.  

The former prefect of the Apostolic Signatura lamented the “gravely scandalous situation of Catholic politicians who persist in supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in grievous violation of the most fundamental precepts of the moral law, while, at the same time, claiming to be devout Catholics, especially by presenting themselves to receive Holy Communion.” 

The Cardinal quoted Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law, which says that “those who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the imposition or declaration of the penalty and others obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to Holy Communion.” 

Burke also recalled the case of Senator John Kerry, who, in 2004, was running for President and “claimed to be a Catholic while at the same time supporting and promoting abortion on demand in the nation.” 
“I admonished Senator Kerry not to present himself to receive Holy Communion because, after having been duly admonished, he persisted in the objectively grave sin of promoting directly procured abortion,” he recalled.  

In his letter, Burke also told the story of how he discovered that a Vatican letter encouraging American bishops to apply Canon 915 to erring politicians had been suppressed. In 2004, when he went to Rome to receive his pallium as the Metropolitan Archbishop of St. Louis, he had a meeting with the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to ensure that his own pastoral practice was correct.

“[Cardinal Ratzinger] expressed some surprise at my doubt in the matter, given a letter which he had written to the United States Bishops, which had addressed the question thoroughly,” the cardinal wrote.  
“He asked whether I had read his letter. I told him that I had not received the letter and asked whether he could kindly provide a copy for me. He smiled and suggested that I read it on a popular blog, asking the English-speaking official to make a photocopy of the text as it appeared in its entirety on the blog,” he continued. 

“The letter in question sets forth in an authoritative manner the Church’s constant teaching and practice. The failure to distribute it to the United States Bishops certainly contributed to the failure of the Bishops in June of 2004 to take appropriate action in the implementation of can. 915. Now, I am told that it is maintained that the letter was confidential and, therefore, cannot be published. The truth is that it was published, already in early July of 2004, and that clearly the Prefect of the Congregation, who authored it, was not at all disturbed about the fact.” 

Shortly after it was announced that Biden would meet with Pope Francis, LifeSiteNews issued a petition urging the Pope to formally admonish Biden for his pro-abortion policies. 

EWTN reporter Owen Jensen brought up the issue during a Wednesday press conference at the White House, but he was shut down by White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki. 

“The White House has said they will discuss working together on efforts grounded in respect for fundamental human dignity,” Jensen said. “Will that include the human dignity of the unborn?” 

Psaki responded by quickly shifting the focus away from abortion and onto topics about which both the Pope and President share “a great deal of agreement.” 

Today’s meeting between President Biden and Pope Francis was initially supposed to be livestreamed, but the Vatican cancelled the meeting’s scheduled live broadcast yesterday without giving any explanation.  
Asked about being refused communion by Father Morey in 2019, Biden argued that being denied communion for supporting abortion was “not a position that I’ve found anywhere else, including from the Holy Father, who gives me Communion.” 

Morey later explained that “Holy Communion signifies we are one with God, each other and the Church, and our actions should reflect that.” 

“Any public figure who advocates for abortion places himself or herself outside of Church teaching.” 

The following is the full text of the letter published by His Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke:  
Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

For the past several months, the intention of the Church in the United States of America has been very much in my prayers. At their coming November meeting, the Bishops of the United States will be considering the application of Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law: “Those who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the imposition or declaration of the penalty and others obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to Holy Communion.”[1] Their deliberations will address, in particular, the long-term and gravely scandalous situation of Catholic politicians who persist in supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in grievous violation of the most fundamental precepts of the moral law, while, at the same time, claiming to be devout Catholics, especially by presenting themselves to receive Holy Communion. In praying for the Bishops and my homeland, the United States of America, I have, more and more, thought about the experience of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops over 17 years ago, at their summer meeting in Denver in June of 2004, in addressing the same issue. It is an experience which I lived intensely. 

I have thought it important to offer the following reflections as a help to us all in addressing now and in the future such a critical matter – a matter of life and death for the unborn and of eternal salvation for the Catholic politicians involved – in my homeland, as in other nations. I had wanted to offer these reflections much sooner, but recovery from recent health difficulties prevented the writing of these reflections until now. 

The context of the June 2004 meeting of the United States Bishops was the campaign of Senator John Kerry for President of the United States. Senator Kerry claimed to be a Catholic, while, at the same time, supporting and promoting abortion on demand in the nation. At the time, I was Archbishop of Saint Louis (appointed on December 2, 2003, and installed on January 26, 2004). As had been my practice as Bishop of La Crosse (appointed on December 10, 1994, and installed on February 22, 1995), I admonished Senator Kerry not to present himself to receive Holy Communion because, after having been duly admonished, he persisted in the objectively grave sin of promoting directly procured abortion. I was not the only Bishop to admonish him thus. 

From the time of my first episcopal ministry in the Diocese of La Crosse, I had confronted the situation of politicians presenting themselves as practicing Catholics and, at the same time, supporting and advancing programs, policies and laws in violation of the moral law. As a new and relatively young Bishop, I spoke with brother Bishops, especially one of the senior suffragans in my ecclesiastical province, about several Catholic lawmakers in the Diocese of La Crosse, who were in this situation. The common response of brother Bishops was the expectation that the Conference of Bishops would eventually address the question. 
Knowing my moral obligation in a matter of such serious consequences, defined in can. 915, I began to contact the legislators from the Diocese of La Crosse, asking to meet with them to discuss the complete incoherence of their position regarding procured abortion with the Catholic faith they professed. Sadly, none of them was willing to meet with me. One carried out a certain correspondence with me, insisting that his position regarding abortion was consistent with the Catholic faith, following the erroneous counsel presented by certain dissident professors of moral theology, adherents of the heretical school of proportionalism, at a summit held at the Hyannisport compound of the Kennedy Family in the summer of 1964. Documentation of the meeting is found in a book of Albert R. Jonsen who accompanied one of the dissident European professors of moral theology and was present for the entire meeting. [2] 
Regarding the refusal of the legislators to meet with me, I must observe that I find, at best, naïve the common refrain that what is needed is more dialogue with the Catholic politicians and legislators in question. In my experience, they are not willing to discuss the matter because the teaching of the natural law, which necessarily is also the teaching of the Church, is beyond discussion. In some cases, too, I have had the strong impression that they were unwilling to discuss the matter because they were simply unwilling to have their minds and hearts changed. The truth remains that procured abortion is the knowing and willing destruction of a human life. 

When I was Archbishop of Saint Louis, one Catholic legislator agreed to meet with me, even though, as his parish priest also attested, he was not presenting himself to receive Holy Communion. He began the meeting by showing me a picture of his family. As I recall, his wife and he had four children. As our conversation progressed, I asked him how, having so proudly shown me the picture of his children, he could regularly vote in favor of killing babies in the womb. He immediately lowered his head and said: “It is wrong. I know that it is wrong.” While I urged him to act according to his conscience, which he had just expressed, I had to admire the fact that, at least, he admitted the evil in which he was involved and did not try to present himself to me as a devout Catholic. Regarding the objective reality of the practice of abortion as a most grievous violation of the first precept of the natural law, which safeguards the inviolability of innocent and defenseless human life, there is nothing about which to dialogue. The subject of dialogue must be how best to prevent such an evil in society. Such prevention can never involve the actual promotion of the evil. 

With the announcement of my transfer from the Diocese of La Crosse to the Archdiocese of Saint Louis on December 2, 2003, the secular press traveled to the Diocese of La Crosse, in order to find material for the creation of a negative image of the new Archbishop before his arrival in the Archdiocese. Whereas, before my transfer, there was no public discussion of my pastoral interventions with the lawmakers in question, as is altogether appropriate, the matter now became public in December of 2003 and January of 2004. In putting the question of the application of can. 915 before the body of Bishops at its meeting in June of 2004, the pastoral action which I had taken in the Diocese of La Crosse and was beginning to take in the Archdiocese of Saint Louis was placed in serious question. To illustrate the fact, during a break in the meeting, I encountered, on a stairwell, one of the eminent members of the Conference of Bishops, who shook his finger at me, declaring: “You cannot do what you have been doing without the approval of the Conference of Bishops.” To be clear, other Bishops were following a similar pastoral action. I responded to his declaration by pointing out that, when I die, I will appear before the Lord to give an account of my service as Bishop, not before the Conference of Bishops. 

Here, I must note that the pastoral action taken had nothing to do with interfering in politics. It was directed to the safeguarding of the sanctity of the Holy Eucharist, to the salvation of the souls of the Catholic politicians in question – who were sinning gravely not only against the Fifth Commandment but also were committing sacrilege by receiving unworthily Holy Communion – and to the prevention of the serious scandal caused by them. When I intervened pastorally with Catholic politicians, it was done in an appropriately confidential manner. Certainly, I gave no publicity to the matter. It was rather the politicians who found it helpful to present themselves as practicing Catholics, in the hope of attracting the votes of Catholics, who publicized the matter for a political end. 

The discussion during the meeting in June of 2004 was difficult and intense. Without going into the details of the discussion, there seemingly was no consensus among the Bishops, even though there was among some of the most influential Bishops the desire to avoid any intervention with Catholic politicians who, according to the discipline of can. 915, should not be admitted to receive Holy Communion. Ultimately, the President, the then Bishop Wilton Gregory of the Diocese of Belleville, remanded the matter to a Task Force on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians under the chairmanship of the then Cardinal Theodore McCarrick who was clearly opposed to the application of can. 915 in the case of Catholic politicians supporting procured abortion and other practices which gravely violate the moral law. The Task Force was comprised of a group of bishops with mixed views on the subject. In any case, with time, the Task Force was forgotten, and the critical issue was left unaddressed by the Conference of Bishops. When Bishop Gregory announced the Task Force, the Bishop sitting next to me observed that we could now be certain that the issue would not be addressed. 

In the context of recalling the Denver meeting of the United States Conference of Bishops in June of 2004, it is important for me to recount two other related personal experiences. 

First, in the Spring of 2004, while I was in Washington, D.C., for pro-life activities, I met privately for forty-five minutes with one of the highest-placed officials in the federal government, a non-Catholic Christian who manifested great respect for the Catholic Church. In the course of our conversation, he asked me whether, in view of the serious health difficulties of Pope Saint John Paul II, the election of a new Pope could mean a change in the Church’s teaching regarding procured abortion. I expressed some surprise at his question, explaining that the Church can never change its teaching on the intrinsic evil of procured abortion because it is a precept of the natural law, the law written by God on every human heart. He responded that he asked the question because he had concluded that the Church’s teaching in the matter could not be that firm, since he could name for me 80 or more Catholics in the Senate and House of Representatives, who regularly support pro-abortion legislation. 
The conversation in question was an eloquent testimonial to the grave scandal caused by such Catholic politicians. They have, in fact, contributed in a significant way to the consolidation of a culture of death in the United States, in which procured abortion is simply a fact of daily life. The Catholic Church’s witness to the beauty and goodness of human life, from its first moment of existence, and the truth of its inviolability has been grievously compromised to the point that non-Catholics believe that the Church has changed or will change what is, in fact, an unchangeable teaching. While the Church, carrying out the mission of Christ, her Head, for the salvation of the world is totally opposed to the attack on innocent and defenseless human life, the Catholic Church in the United States seems to accept the abhorrent practice, in accord with a totally secularized view of human life and sexuality. 

In this regard, I am told that the argument from the truth about human life is often ineffective, since the culture has no regard for objective truth, exalting the views of the individual, no matter how contrary to right reason they may be. Perhaps, the approach taken in assisting mothers and fathers contemplating abortion should be taken on a wider scale, namely the viewing of an ultrasound of the tiny human life at its beginning. In my experience, when mothers and fathers thinking to procure an abortion view, first, such an ultrasound, the greater majority of them do not proceed to the abortion. The visible image of the beauty and goodness of human life convinces them of the evil of abortion. Such ultrasounds should be readily viewable, especially by those who are responsible for leading the Church’s essential witness to life and by those who are responsible for the policies, programs and laws of the nation, which should protect and foster human life, not provide for its destruction. 

The second event took place during my visit to Rome in late June and early July of 2004, in order to receive from Pope John Paul II the pallium of the Metropolitan Archbishop of Saint Louis. Given the difficult experience of the meeting in Denver, earlier in the month of June, I was counseled to visit the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in order to be certain that my pastoral practice was coherent with the Church’s teaching and practice. I was received in audience by the then Prefect of the Congregation, His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, and the then Secretary of the Congregation, Archbishop, now Cardinal, Angelo Amato, and an English-speaking official of the Congregation. Cardinal Ratzinger assured me that the Congregation had studied my practice and found nothing objectionable about it. He only cautioned me not to support publicly candidates for office, something which, in fact, I had never done. He expressed some surprise at my doubt in the matter, given a letter which he had written to the United States Bishops, which had addressed the question thoroughly. He asked whether I had read his letter. I told him that I had not received the letter and asked whether he could kindly provide a copy for me. He smiled and suggested that I read it on a popular blog, asking the English-speaking official to make a photocopy of the text as it appeared in its entirety on the blog. [3] 

The letter in question sets forth in an authoritative manner the Church’s constant teaching and practice. The failure to distribute it to the United States Bishops certainly contributed to the failure of the Bishops in June of 2004 to take appropriate action in the implementation of can. 915. Now, I am told that it is maintained that the letter was confidential and, therefore, cannot be published. The truth is that it was published, already in early July of 2004, and that clearly the Prefect of the Congregation, who authored it, was not at all disturbed about the fact. 

Seventeen years have passed since the meeting of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in Denver during the month of June of 2004. The most serious question of the application of can. 915 of the Code of Canon Law to Catholic politicians who support and promote programs, policies and legislation in grievous violation of the natural law seemingly remains a question for the Conference of Bishops. In fact, the obligation of the individual Bishop is a matter of universal Church discipline, regarding faith and morals, over which the Conference of Bishops has no authority. In fact, a number of Bishops have understood their sacred duty in the matter and are taking appropriate action. A Conference of Bishops fulfills an important role of support for the Diocesan Bishop, but it cannot replace the authority that belongs properly to him. It is the Diocesan Bishop, not the Conference, that applies the universal law to a particular situation.[4] 

The work of the Conference of Bishops is to assist the individual Bishops in carrying out their sacred duty, in accord with can. 447 of the Code of Canon Law: “A conference of bishops, a permanent institution, is a group of bishops of some nation or certain territory who jointly exercise certain functions for the Christian faithful of their territory in order to promote the greater good which the Church offers to humanity, especially through forms and programs of the apostolate fittingly adapted to the circumstances of time and place, according to the norm of law.”[5] What more corresponds to the promotion of “the greater good which the Church offers to humanity” than the safeguarding and fostering of human life created in the image and likeness of God,[6] and redeemed by the Most Precious Blood of Christ, God the Son Incarnate,[7] by correcting the scandal of Catholic politicians who publicly and obstinately promote procured abortion. 

 I invite you to pray with me for the Church in the United States of America and in every nation, that, faithful to the mission of Christ, her Bridegroom, she will be faithful, limpid and uncompromising in the application of can. 915, defending the sanctity of the Holy Eucharist, safeguarding the souls of Catholic politicians who would grievously violate the moral law and still present themselves to receive Holy Communion, thereby committing sacrilege, and preventing the most serious scandal caused by the failure to observe the norm of can. 915. 

May God bless you and your homes. Please pray for me and especially for the recovery of my health. 

Yours in the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and in the Purest Heart of Saint Joseph, 

Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke 

28 October 2021 

Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

 

[1] “Can. 915 Ad sacram communionem ne admittantur excommunicati et interdicti post irrogationem vel declarationem poenae aliique in manifesto gravi peccato obstinate perseverantes.”

[2] Cf. Albert R. Jonsen, The Birth of Bioethics (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 290-291.

[3] Cf. https://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/7055.html; English translation: https://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/7055bdc4.html?eng=y
[4] Cf. can. 447; and Ioannes Paulus PP. II, Litterae Apostolicae Motu proprio datae, Apostolos suos, De theologica et iuridica natura conferentiarum Episcoporum, 21 Maii 1998, Acta Apostolicae Sedis 90 (1998) 641-658.

[5] “Can. 447 Episcoporum conferentia, institutum quidem permanens, est coetus Episcoporum alicuius nationis vel certi territorii, munera quaedam pastoralia coniunctim pro christifidelibus sui territorii exercentium, ad maius bonum provehendum, quod hominibus praebet Ecclesia, praesertim per apostolatus formas et rationes temporis et loci adiunctis apte accommodatas, ad normam iuris.”

[6] Cf. Gen 1, 27.

[7] Cf. 1 Pet 1, 2. 19; 1 Jn 1, 7; Rom 3, 25; Eph 1, 7; and Heb 9, 12; and Rev 1, 5. 
Cardinal Burke: Bishops have ‘sacred duty’ to apply canon law to pro-abortion Catholic politicians
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249437/cardinal-burke-bishops-have-sacred-duty-to-apply-canon-law-to-pro-abortion-catholic-politicians
October 29, 2021
On the eve of President Joe Biden’s meeting with Pope Francis, a U.S. cardinal said that Catholic bishops have a “sacred duty” to apply canon law by advising pro-abortion politicians not to receive Holy Communion.
In a 2,800-word statement issued on Oct. 28, Cardinal Raymond Burke recalled his efforts to persuade Catholic politicians to defend the lives of unborn children while serving as the bishop of La Crosse, Wisconsin, and later of St. Louis, Missouri.

He said that the experience had convinced him that the “common refrain” that more dialogue was necessary to achieve a breakthrough was “at best, naïve.”

The 73-year-old cardinal made the intervention ahead of the U.S. bishops’ plenary assembly in Baltimore, Maryland.

He said that participants in the USCCB’s Fall General Assembly on Nov. 15-18 would discuss the application of Canon 915 of the Catholic Church’s Code of Canon Law.
The canon says: “Those who have been excommunicated or interdicted after the imposition or declaration of the penalty and others obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to Holy Communion.”

Burke explained that he was speaking out because the issue was “a matter of life and death for the unborn and of eternal salvation for the Catholic politicians involved.”

He said he had hoped to offer the reflection “much sooner,” but was unable to because of his “recent health difficulties” after testing positive for COVID-19.

In his reflection, the cardinal recalled the U.S. bishops’ debate about Communion for Catholic politicians who defied Church teaching in Denver, Colorado, in June 2004.

He noted that, as the then archbishop of St. Louis, he had “admonished” the Catholic presidential candidate John Kerry not to present himself for Communion due to his support for abortion.

He said that during a break in the bishops’ plenary meeting, “one of the eminent members of the Conference of Bishops” confronted him on a stairwell, shaking his finger at Burke, and saying: “You cannot do what you have been doing without the approval of the Conference of Bishops.”

Burke said that he responded “by pointing out that, when I die, I will appear before the Lord to give an account of my service as bishop, not before the Conference of Bishops.”

Recalling the outcome of the USCCB meeting, Burke said: “Ultimately, the President, the then Bishop Wilton Gregory of the Diocese of Belleville, remanded the matter to a Task Force on Catholic Bishops and Catholic Politicians under the chairmanship of the then Cardinal Theodore McCarrick who was clearly opposed to the application of can. 915 in the case of Catholic politicians supporting procured abortion and other practices which gravely violate the moral law.”

“The Task Force was comprised of a group of bishops with mixed views on the subject. In any case, with time, the Task Force was forgotten, and the critical issue was left unaddressed by the Conference of Bishops.”
“When Bishop Gregory announced the Task Force, the bishop sitting next to me observed that we could now be certain that the issue would not be addressed.”

The cardinal insisted that both in La Crosse and St. Louis, he had intervened “pastorally” and in an “appropriately confidential manner” with Catholic politicians. He recalled that the legislators often refused to engage with him.

“Regarding the refusal of the legislators to meet with me, I must observe that I find, at best, naïve the common refrain that what is needed is more dialogue with the Catholic politicians and legislators in question,” he commented.

“In my experience, they are not willing to discuss the matter because the teaching of the natural law, which necessarily is also the teaching of the Church, is beyond discussion.”
“In some cases, too, I have had the strong impression that they were unwilling to discuss the matter because they were simply unwilling to have their minds and hearts changed. The truth remains that procured abortion is the knowing and willing destruction of a human life.”

Burke said that following the U.S. bishops’ “difficult” meeting in Denver, he traveled to Rome, where he met with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith who would be elected Pope Benedict XVI in 2005.

“Cardinal Ratzinger assured me that the Congregation had studied my practice and found nothing objectionable about it. He only cautioned me not to support publicly candidates for office, something which, in fact, I had never done,” he recalled.

“He expressed some surprise at my doubt in the matter, given a letter which he had written to the United States bishops, which had addressed the question thoroughly. He asked whether I had read his letter. I told him that I had not received the letter and asked whether he could kindly provide a copy for me. He smiled and suggested that I read it on a popular blog, asking the English-speaking official to make a photocopy of the text as it appeared in its entirety on the blog.”

Burke continued: “The letter in question sets forth in an authoritative manner the Church’s constant teaching and practice.”

“The failure to distribute it to the United States bishops certainly contributed to the failure of the bishops in June of 2004 to take appropriate action in the implementation of can. 915.”

“Now, I am told that it is maintained that the letter was confidential and, therefore, cannot be published. The truth is that it was published, already in early July of 2004, and that clearly the Prefect of the Congregation, who authored it, was not at all disturbed about the fact.”
Burke, who served as prefect of the Apostolic Signatura in Rome from 2008 to 2014, noted that 17 years after the Denver meeting, the U.S. bishops were still wrestling with “the most serious question” of applying Canon 915 to Catholic politicians supporting policies gravely opposed to Church teaching.

“In fact, the obligation of the individual bishop is a matter of universal Church discipline, regarding faith and morals, over which the Conference of Bishops has no authority,” he wrote.

“In fact, a number of bishops have understood their sacred duty in the matter and are taking appropriate action. A Conference of Bishops fulfills an important role of support for the diocesan bishop, but it cannot replace the authority that belongs properly to him. It is the diocesan bishop, not the Conference, that applies the universal law to a particular situation.”

The task of bishops’ conferences, he said, is to help bishops carry out their “sacred duty.”

He said: “What more corresponds to the promotion of ‘the greater good which the Church offers to humanity’ than the safeguarding and fostering of human life created in the image and likeness of God, and redeemed by the Most Precious Blood of Christ, God the Son Incarnate, by correcting the scandal of Catholic politicians who publicly and obstinately promote procured abortion.”

He concluded: “I invite you to pray with me for the Church in the United States of America and in every nation, that, faithful to the mission of Christ, her Bridegroom, she will be faithful, limpid, and uncompromising in the application of can. 915, defending the sanctity of the Holy Eucharist, safeguarding the souls of Catholic politicians who would grievously violate the moral law and still present themselves to receive Holy Communion, thereby committing sacrilege, and preventing the most serious scandal caused by the failure to observe the norm of can. 915.”
Biden on Communion: Who said what?
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President Joe Biden met with Pope Francis Friday morning, reportedly talking privately in the pope’s office for nearly 75 minutes. 

Image: Pope Francis met with President Joe Biden Oct. 29 at the Apostolic Palace in the Vatican. 

A remark from President Biden after his meeting with the pope has made international headlines. Biden told reporters that the pope told him to continue receiving Holy Communion — a comment that has stoked considerable reaction, as bishops in the United States have for months been debating “Eucharistic coherence,” and the question of whether Catholic politicians who support legal protection for abortion should be admitted to Holy Communion. 

The situation in Rome is still unfolding. But here’s who said what, as of Friday Oct. 29 at noon ET:

President Biden

Biden spoke to reporters at the Palazzo Chigi, where the president was scheduled to meet Italy’s prime minister after his meeting with the pontiff. Asked whether the subject of abortion had come up between pope and president discussed abortion, Biden said:

“No, it didn’t. It came up — We just talked about the fact he was happy that I was a good Catholic, and I should keep receiving Communion.”
Biden was then asked directly whether the pope said he should continue receiving communion. Biden said “Yes.”

Biden was subsequently asked whether he had received the Eucharist that day, on Friday. He said no.
The next question was whether Biden and the pope had discussed the U.S. bishops’ conference. The president hesitated for moment, and then said it was a “private conversation.”

The Vatican
After the meeting, the Vatican press office issued a statement, saying that the president “was received in audience by the Holy Father Francis and subsequently met with His Eminence Cardinal Secretary of State Pietro Parolin, accompanied by Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, Secretary for Relations with States.”

“During the course of the cordial discussions, the Parties focused on the joint commitment to the protection and care of the planet, the healthcare situation, and the fight against the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as the theme of refugees and assistance to migrants. Reference was also made to the protection of human rights, including freedom of religion and conscience.”

According to the NY Times, Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni was asked to confirm Biden’s remarks. Bruni said it was a “private conversation.”

The White House

An Oct 29 White House statement said:

“In his audience with Pope Francis today, President Biden thanked His Holiness for his advocacy for the world’s poor and those suffering from hunger, conflict, and persecution. He lauded Pope Francis’ leadership in fighting the climate crisis, as well as his advocacy to ensure the pandemic ends for everyone through vaccine sharing and an equitable global economic recovery.”

U.S. bishops

Neither the U.S. bishops’ conference nor Biden’s own bishops, Cardinal Wilton Gregory of Washington and Bishop William Koenig of Wilmington, have issued statements on the remarks.

Pope Francis Meets US President Joe Biden at the Vatican
President Biden gave Pope Francis a handwoven 1930s fiddleback chasuble, the outermost vestment worn by a priest during Mass.

https://www.ncregister.com/cna/pope-francis-meets-us-president-joe-biden-at-the-vatican

Hannah Brockhaus, Vatican City, October 29, 2021
Pope Francis met Joe Biden on Friday, in the U.S. president’s first official visit to the Vatican since his inauguration.
Biden, the second Catholic president in U.S. history, is in Rome to attend the G20 summit taking place on Oct. 30-31.

The president arrived at the Vatican’s San Damaso Courtyard at 12 p.m., after his motorcade entered the Vatican through an arch to the left of the entrance of St. Peter’s Basilica.

Biden and his wife, First Lady Jill Biden, were welcomed by Monsignor Leonardo Sapienza, the regent of the papal household, as well as Gentlemen of His Holiness, who greet heads of state when they visit the Pope.

As Biden shook hands with the lay dignitaries, he could be heard saying: “Thank you, it’s good to be back. It’s good to be back.” 

As he shook the hand of the last papal gentleman, Biden joked, “I’m Jill’s husband,” before entering the apostolic palace to meet Pope Francis.

Patrick Connell, the chargé d'affaires of the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See, was also present in the courtyard for Biden’s arrival. 
The encounter was Biden’s fourth time meeting Pope Francis, but his first as president.

According to a brief Vatican statement on Oct. 29, Pope Francis and Biden met privately in the pope’s library for around 75 minutes.

After their private conversation, Pope Francis and Biden, accompanied by Jill Biden, participated in a customary exchange of gifts.

Biden gave the Pope a handwoven 1930s fiddleback chasuble, the outermost vestment worn by a priest during Mass.

The chasuble was a gift from the archives of Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Washington, D.C., where Biden frequently attends Mass. The chasuble was commissioned in 1930 by the famous Roman tailor Gammarelli.
The White House has also made a donation of winter coats in Pope Francis' name. 

Pope Francis gave the president an image on a ceramic tile called “The Pilgrim,” volumes of the papal documents, the 2021 Message for Peace, the 2019 document on human fraternity, and a Vatican book about the Pope's March 2020 prayer service for an end to the pandemic.

The U.S. president also had private meetings with the Vatican’s Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin and “foreign minister” Archbishop Paul Gallagher.

Pope Francis previously met Biden in 2015, during his visit to the U.S., when Biden was vice president. The next year the two exchanged a greeting during a Vatican conference on regenerative medicine, at which Biden spoke. Biden also met Francis at his papal inauguration in March 2013.
Their meeting on Oct. 29 was only the second time a Catholic U.S. president has met the pope after John F. Kennedy met Pope Paul VI in 1963.
The United States and the Vatican formally established diplomatic relations two decades later, in 1984, under President Ronald Reagan.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, who met Pope Francis in June, was part of Biden’s delegation on Oct. 29.

Biden has been at the center of a debate in the U.S. about the reception of Holy Communion by pro-abortion politicians.

After Biden’s election, Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. bishops’ conference president, noted the disagreement between Biden and the conference on the issue of abortion.

In November, the U.S. bishops will meet in Baltimore, Maryland, for their fall general assembly, at which they are expected to vote on a teaching document about reception of the Eucharist. 

Pope Francis has previously called abortion “murder,” compared the action to “hiring a hitman,” and said that unborn victims of abortion bear the face of Jesus. He has called on clergy to take a pastoral approach rather than a political approach towards Catholic legislators who support the practice.

Biden and his administration have taken a number of steps to either fund abortion outright or loosen regulations against the funding of pro-abortion groups.

Ahead of their Oct. 29 meeting, a White House spokeswoman acknowledged that “the Pope has spoken differently” than Biden on abortion.

Biden, a Catholic, “is somebody who stands up for and believes that a woman’s right to choose is important,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said at an Oct. 27 briefing with reporters.

Unlike past meetings between the Pope and a head of state, the Vatican did not allow media to be present when Biden and Pope Francis met on Oct. 29 and no video live stream was provided.

Before the coronavirus outbreak, a small group of journalists, including members of the president’s own media pool, would be present for the first handshakes and the initial exchange as they sat down before the formal and private conversation. Journalists would again be present to witness the exchange of gifts.

With COVID-19, the Vatican has no longer allowed media pools at meetings with heads of state. A Vatican spokesman said on Oct. 28 the same protocol was being followed for Biden’s visit. 

Biden is in Rome to take part in the G20 Heads of State and Government Summit, which takes place in a different country every year.

Other G20 leaders in Rome this weekend will also meet Pope Francis.

South Korea’s President Moon Jae-in met the pope Friday morning, before Biden.
On Saturday, Francis will meet India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Biden: Pope said I should receive Communion
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52750
October 29, 2021
CWN Editor's Note: US President Joe Biden told reporters that Pope Francis advised him to continue receiving Communion, despite his support for unrestricted abortion.
“We just talked about the fact he was happy that I was a good Catholic and I should keep receiving Communion,” Biden told reporters after his October 29 meeting with the Pontiff.
The Vatican did not comment on Biden’s claim. A brief statement issued by the Vatican after the meeting said that the Pope had spoken with the American leader about the environment, Covid vaccines, and migration, as well as human rights and religious freedom. The Vatican statement did not mention any discussion of abortion.
When asked specifically about Biden’s claim, Vatican spokesman Matteo Bruni noted that the Pope’s meeting with Biden was personal, and “I would consider it a private conversation.”
Biden used the same term when asked whether he had spoken with Pope Francis about the upcoming meeting of the US episcopal conference, at which the bishops will discuss a statement on the reception of Communion by politicians who oppose Catholic moral teachings. Biden declined to answer the question, saying that his exchange with the Pope was “a private conversation.”
Pro-abortion Joe Biden says Pope Francis told him to 'keep receiving Communion'

Today, Pope Francis met with Joe Biden in a long-anticipated meeting. John-Henry gives his take on comments from pro-abortion, "Catholic" Biden who said the pope told him to "keep receiving Communion."

https://www.lifesitenews.com/episodes/breaking-pro-abortion-joe-biden-says-pope-francis-told-him-to-keep-receiving-communion/
John-Henry Westen, October 29, 2021
https://rumble.com/embed/vltfuv/?pub=7phg5 Video 10:52
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U.S. President Biden says Pope told him he should keep receiving Communion
https://www.yahoo.com/news/u-president-biden-says-pope-143807134.html
Rome, October 29, 2021
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(Reuters) - U.S. President Joe Biden said on Friday that Pope Francis had told him he should keep receiving Communion, amid fierce debate in the U.S. Church over Biden's position on abortion.
Biden has come under pressure from conservatives at home and his most ardent critics in the U.S. Church hierarchy have said he should be banned from receiving communion, the central sacrament of the faith.

Asked if the topic of abortion came up during a long meeting with pope in the Vatican earlier on Friday, Biden said no. He said the pope told him he was happy he was a good Catholic and he should "keep receiving communion".

The president, who goes to weekly Mass regularly and keeps a picture of the pope behind his desk in the Oval Office, has said he is personally opposed to abortion but cannot impose his views as an elected leader.

Last month, asked about the U.S. communion debate, the pope told reporters that abortion is "murder". But he also appeared to criticise U.S. Catholic bishops for dealing with the issue in a political rather than a pastoral way.
Vatican declines to comment on whether pope told Biden to keep receiving Communion in ‘private conversation’
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/10/29/vatican-declines-to-comment-on-whether-pope-told-biden-to-keep-receiving-communion-in-private-conversation/
Vatican City, October 29, 2021
The Vatican declined to comment Friday on U.S. President Joe Biden’s statement that Pope Francis encouraged him to keep receiving Holy Communion during a private audience.
The Vatican, which has a long-standing policy of not commenting on specific statements attributed to the pope during private meetings, emphasized that the encounter between the two men on Oct. 29 was “a private conversation.”

Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See press office, told reporters: “I would consider it a private conversation, and it is limited to what was said in the public statement.”

Bruni was referring to a press release issued by the Vatican saying that the two men spoke about the environment, the coronavirus pandemic, refugees, and human rights.

According to the White House pool report, Biden told reporters that he and the pope did not discuss abortion during their 75-minute meeting.

Asked whether the issue came up, the president replied: “No, it didn’t. It came up — we just talked about the fact that he was happy I was a good Catholic and I should keep receiving Communion.”

Unlike past meetings between the pope and a head of state, the Vatican did not allow media to be present when Biden and Pope Francis met and no video live stream was provided.
Biden, the second American Catholic to become president, has supported taxpayer-funded abortion during his first year in office, and has issued statements in defense of legal abortion.

The issue of pro-abortion Catholic politicians receiving Communion has been a matter of widespread discussion during his presidency.

After Biden’s election, Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. bishops’ conference president, noted the disagreement between the president and the conference on the issue of abortion.

In November, the U.S. bishops will meet in Baltimore, Maryland, for their fall general assembly, at which they are expected to vote on a teaching document about reception of the Eucharist.

Pope Francis has previously called abortion “murder,” compared the action to “hiring a hitman,” and said that unborn victims of abortion bear the face of Jesus.

He has also called on clergy to take a pastoral rather than a political approach towards Catholic legislators who support the practice.[image: image5.png]



Joe Biden Says Pope Francis Told Him to ‘Keep Receiving Communion’
According to one media outlet, a Vatican spokesman on Friday said, “I would consider it a private conversation” when asked about Biden’s remarks on Communion.

https://www.ncregister.com/cna/joe-biden-says-pope-francis-told-him-to-keep-receiving-communion
Matt Hadro, Rome, October 29, 2021
According to multiple news reports, President Joe Biden on Friday said that Pope Francis told him to “keep receiving Communion.”
President Biden met with the Pope in person for 75 minutes on Friday. According to the White House pool report, Biden told reporters afterward that he and the pope prayed for each other, and discussed climate change.

They did not discuss abortion, according to Biden, but the issue indirectly came up in the topic of his receiving Communion.

“We just talked about the fact that he was happy I was a good Catholic,” Biden said, adding that the Pope told him to “keep receiving communion.” CNN and Reuters also reported that, according to Biden, the Pope told him to keep receiving Communion.

According to the New York Times, a Vatican spokesman on Friday said, “I would consider it a private conversation” when asked about Biden’s remarks on Communion. 

Biden, the second American Catholic to become president, has supported taxpayer-funded abortion during his first year in office, and has issued statements in defense of legal abortion. The issue of pro-abortion Catholic politicians receiving Communion has been a matter of widespread discussion during his presidency.

On the day of Biden’s inauguration as president, the U.S. bishops’ conference noted concerns about Biden’s policy positions on abortion, marriage, and gender. When asked if he discussed the U.S. bishops with the pope on Friday, Biden replied that it was a “private conversation.”
According to the White House pool report, Biden said that Pope Francis blessed his rosary. The president said that he had not received Communion on Friday.

Individual U.S. bishops have issued statements in recent months on Communion for pro-abortion politicians.

Bishop Thomas Paprocki of Springfield in Illinois said in May that “Sadly, there are some bishops and cardinals of the Church who not only are willing to give holy Communion to pro-abortion politicians, but who seek to block the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops from addressing the question of Eucharistic coherence.”

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco stated in May that pro-abortion Catholic politicians should refrain from presenting themselves for Communion.
While Biden was campaigning for president in South Carolina, he was denied Communion at a parish in 2019, in accord with diocesan policy.
Other bishops, such as Bishop Robert McElroy of San Diego, have said that the Eucharist should not be denied to pro-abortion Catholic public officials. At an online panel in February, Bishop McElroy warned that some bishops were seeking to make abortion a “litmus test” for Catholic officials, and said attempts to deny them Communion would be seen as a “weaponization” of the Eucharist.

Cardinal Wilton Gregory of Washington has already said he would not deny Communion to pro-abortion politicians. While Biden’s previous bishop in Wilmington, Bishop Francis Malooly, did not deny him Communion in the diocese, the new Bishop of Wilmington has not made a public statement on the matter.

Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law states that those “obstinately persevering in manifest grave sin are not to be admitted to holy communion."
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, in a 2004 memo to U.S. bishops as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, stated that Catholic public officials who publicly campaign for permissive abortion laws should be instructed by their pastor not to present themselves for Communion unless they stop promoting such laws. If they continue to do so despite the warnings of their pastor, and if they present themselves for Communion, the minister must deny them Communion, Cardinal Ratzinger noted.

Before Biden’s visit, the White House on Wednesday said that Pope Francis “has spoken differently” than Biden on the topic of abortion.

Biden promised a “whole-of-government” effort to maintain abortion in Texas after the state’s law restricting most abortions went into effect in September. His administration is currently opposing Texas’ law at the Supreme Court, and has also fought in court to keep in place the “transgender mandate,” a requirement that doctors perform gender-transitioning procedures upon the referral of a mental health professional.

Vatican Declines to Comment on Whether Pope Francis Told Biden to Keep Receiving Communion in ‘Private Conversation’
Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See press office, told reporters: “I would consider it a private conversation, and it is limited to what was said in the public statement.”

https://www.ncregister.com/cna/vatican-declines-to-comment-on-whether-pope-francis-told-biden-to-keep-receiving-communion-in-private-conversation
Vatican City, October 29, 2021
The Vatican declined to comment Friday on U.S. President Joe Biden’s statement that Pope Francis encouraged him to keep receiving Holy Communion during a private audience.
The Vatican, which has a long-standing policy of not commenting on specific statements attributed to the pope during private meetings, emphasized that the encounter between the two men on Oct. 29 was “a private conversation.”

Matteo Bruni, the director of the Holy See press office, told reporters: “I would consider it a private conversation, and it is limited to what was said in the public statement.”

Bruni was referring to a press release issued by the Vatican saying that the two men spoke about the environment, the coronavirus pandemic, refugees, and human rights.

According to the White House pool report, Biden told reporters that he and the Pope did not discuss abortion during their 75-minute meeting.
Asked whether the issue came up, the president replied: “No, it didn’t. It came up — we just talked about the fact that he was happy I was a good Catholic and I should keep receiving Communion.”

Unlike past meetings between the Pope and a head of state, the Vatican did not allow media to be present when Biden and Pope Francis met and no video live stream was provided.

Biden, the second American Catholic to become president, has supported taxpayer-funded abortion during his first year in office, and has issued statements in defense of legal abortion. 

The issue of pro-abortion Catholic politicians receiving Communion has been a matter of widespread discussion during his presidency.
After Biden’s election, Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. bishops’ conference president, noted the disagreement between the president and the conference on the issue of abortion.

In November, the U.S. bishops will meet in Baltimore, Maryland, for their fall general assembly, at which they are expected to vote on a teaching document about reception of the Eucharist.

Pope Francis has previously called abortion “murder,” compared the action to “hiring a hitman,” and said that unborn victims of abortion bear the face of Jesus.

He has also called on clergy to take a pastoral rather than a political approach towards Catholic legislators who support the practice.
Communion, communications, and (more) Vatican confusion
Pope Francis’s communications people have taken a page from his book, and added their own in a vein that frequently reads like Orwellian fanfic.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/10/31/communion-communications-and-more-vatican-confusion/
Christopher R. Altieri, October 31, 2021
The kerfuffle over Pope Francis’s putative remarks to US President Joe Biden has kicked up a good bit of dust in Catholic circles – understandably – but it has also uncovered some of the dysfunction in the Vatican’s communications culture.
“[H]e was happy I was a good Catholic and I should keep receiving Communion,” is what President Biden said Pope Francis said.
The question that pundits and talking heads have been asking ever since, is some variation on a single theme: Did Francis say what Biden said he said?
The short answer is: It doesn’t matter. Leave aside that one may fairly construe President Biden to have been reporting speech indirectly – offering what he took to be the purport of Pope Francis’s words to him – and concentrate rather on the more important fact: The Vatican didn’t deny it.
The Vatican didn’t clarify, revise, extend, or otherwise gainsay Biden’s version.
All the Director of the Press Office of the Holy See could offer was a rather milquetoast demurral: “I would consider it a private conversation,” Matteo Bruni told journalists, “and [the Vatican’s take on the meeting] is limited to what was said in the public statement.”
The Vatican’s official statement said that the pope and the president “focused on the joint commitment to the protection and care of the planet, the healthcare situation and the fight against the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as the theme of refugees and assistance to migrants,” during the “cordial discussions” that also afforded the opportunity to discuss “the protection of human rights, including freedom of religion and conscience.”

“Finally,” the statement concluded, “the talks enabled an exchange of views on some matters regarding the current international situation, also in the context of the imminent G20 summit in Rome, and on the promotion of peace in the world through political negotiation.”
In a word: boilerplate.

These statements almost always are. It was – as John Allen rightly pointed out – a diplomatic meeting, rather than a pastoral consultation. One wonders, therefore, that the subject of Communion came up at all. President Biden was with Pope Francis for an hour and a half – the longest meeting with a sitting US president on an official visit that I can recall (and Bill Clinton was president when I got to Rome) – and they pretty clearly had much to discuss.

The optics of the whole business didn’t get much help from the late decision to limit press coverage of the encounter. Reporters aren’t usually allowed to sit in on the pope’s meetings with foreign leaders, but are ushered into an anteroom after the pleasantries and usually allowed to return for the handshake with the delegations and / or gift exchange. Sometimes, those moments can offer pretty good nuggets to attentive reporters, who bring them to the Vatican press corps.

Fr. Federico Lombardi SJ, who served both Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis as Press Office Director, once explained how the papal spokesman – in his experience – would meet briefly with the pope after every tête-à-tête with a head-of-state or government “to receive information and essential indications for his communiqué.”

“Pope Benedict,” Fr. Lombardi explained, “would summarize the meeting, in a very short time and with extraordinary clarity, offering some specific points on the contents of the interview.”

“Pope Francis,” Lombardi continued, “did not speak to me about the contents of the meeting—not spontaneously—but about the personality of his interlocutor: his attitude, what he had said about himself, his human traits and the climate of dialogue.”

So, even if the current spokesman, Matteo Bruni, did huddle with Francis after the Biden meeting, it’s likely as not that Francis didn’t volunteer much about the conversation. It’s also a fair bet Bruni didn’t probe or prod him too roughly.
Perhaps more telling was the short shrift India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, got on Saturday – the day after Biden’s visit – for which the Vatican officially offered a statement acknowledging that the meeting had taken place, and that “the cordial relations between the Holy See and India were discussed” during “a brief conversation” between the Prime Minister and the Holy See’s Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin.

Now, that could have been the result of long-simmering papal pique at being snubbed by Modi in 2017. Negotiations for a visit dragged on and on, after which Pope Francis decided to go to Bangladesh and Myanmar, instead. The cameras on scene for Modi’s visit on Saturday, however, captured Pope Francis taking the Prime Minister’s hands in his and thanking him for his visit, then saying, “I am happy,” and apparently meaning it.

Here’s the trouble with the whole business: Pope Francis decries the general addiction to the narrative thinking that is a function of narrative-driven news reporting and vice-versa (the thinking and the reporting are functions of one another), but much of his own behavior and his whole comms apparatus tend to drive that kind of thinking.

Whether Francis is personally plugging a book he hasn’t read (yet), or expecting the press to do his dirty work for him, or fudging on what he knew about a high-profile abuse case and when he knew it, or doubling down on incendiary remarks he made off the cuff, he is pretty consistently to be found playing the angles. That’s par for the course, by the way. I’m happy to chalk it up to “leadership style” and let people think of it what they will, but let’s be clear about what we’re talking about.
While we are on that subject, let’s consider that his communications people have taken a page from his book, and added their own in a vein that frequently reads like Orwellian fanfic.
They only very reluctantly and at best half-answered this journalist’s question regarding the status of Msgr. Joseph Punderson after it came out that he had a credible abuse allegation against him and had been operating under “secret” CDF restrictions for more than a decade. That was after telling me I needed to go to the Diocese of Trenton to ask whether a priest of that diocese was still in his job on the Vatican’s highest court.
They created a ridiculous fiasco where there need not have been any at all, over the image at the center of the so-called “idol synod” in 2019.
Earlier that year, 2019, they played very close and very fine with the facts and the timeline of L’Affaire Zanchetta.
Then, there was the Vatican’s (in)famous red carpet roll-out for a documentary filmmaker who played really fast and awfully loose with his representation of source material and used some very creative editing to make the pope say something he didn’t really say (or did he?), after which the Vatican not only refused to walk back their praise of the film but eventually doubled down on their official celebration of it.
There is, in short, a long train of failures to communicate, some of which have been so egregious as to make this scribbler say they’re actively trolling – I have a high tolerance for comms hijinks – and contribute to the creation of the very polarized climate of discourse Pope Francis rightly decries.
One could take this rehearsal as merely a show of work, or one could take it as a beat journalist’s Queeg diary. I prefer to think of it as the former, but I ought not judge my own cause and don’t much care how one takes it in any case, because the things happened. Thing is, I can’t think of anyone on this beat who doesn’t want Pope Francis and his guys to do well. It shouldn’t be too terribly hard for them to do better. Still, here we are.
How big of deal was this Biden remark in the grand scheme of things? Well, the US bishops were never going to single him out for any sort of criticism in any case. Basic morality doesn’t change by papal fiat – Catholicism is not Mormonism – and discipline in these regards has always been a game of margins; doctrine has a way of sorting itself out. It’s what happens along the way that causes all sorts of consternation and all manner of trouble.
We’re in it, now, and there’s no saying how thick it will get.
US Catholics React to Biden’s Claim That Pope Francis Told Him to Keep Receiving Communion
If the president’s account is accurate, last week’s meeting represented a major setback for the many Catholics who had hoped the Holy Father would challenge Biden’s strong support for abortion.

https://www.ncregister.com/news/us-catholics-react-to-biden-s-claim-that-pope-francis-told-him-to-keep-receiving-communion
Joan Frawley Desmond, Washington, November 2, 2021
President Joe Biden, the United States’ second commander in chief to identify as Catholic, was preparing for his trip to Rome for the G20 Summit when Bishop Thomas Tobin of Providence, Rhode Island, petitioned Pope Francis via Twitter. 
“Dear Pope Francis, You have boldly stated that abortion is ‘murder,’” read Bishop Tobin’s Oct. 27 tweet. “Please challenge President Biden on this critical issue. His persistent support of abortion is an embarrassment for the Church and a scandal to the world. Thank you. Very respectfully, Your brother +Thomas.”

It is not known whether Bishop Tobin’s tweet reached Pope Francis. But the message from Rome regarding the Pope’s actual pastoral guidance to Biden was surely a profound disappointment for the Rhode Island bishop — at least if he accepted the president’s account of the 75-minute private audience. 

Speaking with reporters after his Oct. 29 visit to the Apostolic Palace, Biden said Francis called him a “good Catholic” and advised him to keep receiving Holy Communion.

When asked to confirm Biden’s comments, the Holy See’s spokesman, Matteo Bruni, told reporters that the exchange was “a private conversation.” The Vatican’s official summary of the topics covered by the two world leaders focused on climate change, the pandemic and care for migrants, saying nothing about abortion.
Absent further clarification from the Vatican, Bishop Tobin registered his dawning frustration in an Oct. 29 tweet. 

“I fear that the Church has lost its prophetic voice,” tweeted Bishop Tobin. “Where are the John the Baptists who will confront the Herods of our day?”

Coming just weeks before the U.S. bishops were scheduled to debate a draft document on Eucharistic coherence at their annual assembly in Baltimore, the Pope’s response to Biden carried added significance, as Francis appeared to clearly side with prelates like Cardinal Wilton Gregory of Washington, D.C., who has said he will not prevent lawmakers backing abortion rights from receiving the Eucharist. 

“The Pope is strong on the evil of abortion, and yet at the same time he seems to be lax on confronting politicians [like Biden] on these issues,” Capuchin Father Thomas Weinandy, the former chief of staff for the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Doctrine, told the Register. “That makes it more difficult for bishops who have such politicians in their diocese. He pulls the rug out from under them.”
Father Weinandy registered his own concerns about Francis’ approach and the impact it could have on the faithful’s already-weak grasp of the meaning and gift of the Eucharist.

“Discipline flows from doctrine: There should not be a disconnect between the two. That is where the confusion comes,” he said.

Russell Shaw, the author of Eight Popes and the Crisis of Modernity, and a past spokesman for the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, noted the likely political ramifications for Biden.

“It guarantees that he will get no more collective criticism from the U.S. bishops,” Shaw told the Register. “To the extent that the American bishops presented a problem for him up to this time, they don’t anymore.”
 

Skepticism

However, some commentators and leaders were skeptical about Biden’s description of the papal audience.

“The White House has said the question of abortion did not come up” and that the president and Francis “talked about climate change and refugees,” Robert Royal, the editor of The Catholic Thing website, told the Register. Yet the White House “implies that the Pope said Biden is a ‘good Catholic.’ So how could the issue not have come up?”

Some media outlets also appeared puzzled by the fact that Biden freely shared sensitive remarks from the Pope regarding his worthiness to receive the Eucharist, but when asked to divulge the moral guidance on the same subject provided by bishops back home, the president said such exchanges were “private,” and so off limits for a news conference.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco raised additional questions. 

“I have been in situations where I said one thing and people heard something else because that is what they wanted to hear,” Archbishop Cordileone told the Register. “What Pope Francis said and what he meant would both be important.” 

The archbishop noted that Francis has been “consistent” in his strong opposition to the destruction of unborn human life dating back to his tenure as archbishop of Buenos Aires. Still, he acknowledged that some of the Pope’s recent statements suggested he would not bar Biden, who has made abortion-rights advocacy the centerpiece of his administration, from receiving the Eucharist. 

“There is a consistency in Pope Francis’ past statements” condemning abortion, said Archbishop Cordileone.  

“More recently, you might interpret” his comments on this subject as a “divergence” from Francis’ past record, he said. 

The San Francisco archbishop specifically noted the 2007 “Aparecida document” issued by Central and South American episcopal conferences, with significant input from then-Archbishop Jorge Bergoglio of Buenos Aires. That document underscored the need for “Eucharistic coherence” and concluded that lawmakers and heads of state should not receive Communion if they are implicated in the “abominable crimes of abortion and euthanasia.”     

During in-flight pressers and other opportunities for off-the-cuff exchanges with reporters, Francis has been clear and unequivocal in his strong opposition to direct abortion. 

“Is it legitimate to take out a human life to solve a problem?” Francis asked during an address at a 2019 Vatican conference examining the ethics of prenatal diagnosis and the targeted destruction of unborn human life found to be defective. “Is it permissible to contract a hitman to solve a problem?”

 

The Pope’s Pastoral Perspectives

But his views regarding Church discipline are murkier and harder to pin down. And his suggestion that pastoral sensitivity would or should discourage specific actions that seek to prevent scandal or confusion, say his critics, leaves Catholics who support abortion rights convinced that the Church does not actually view participation in abortion as a grave moral evil. 

During his return flight to Rome after a four-day trip to Hungary and Slovakia in mid-September, for example, he told reporters that abortion is “murder.”

At the same time, Francis confirmed that he had “never refused the Eucharist to anyone” who publicly advocated for abortion as an elected political leader. And then he conditioned that statement with a caveat: He did not know of any instance when someone with that profile had presented themselves to him at the altar rail. 
During that in-flight presser, Francis continued to explore the subject from various angles. In the “history of the Church, we will see that every time the bishops have not managed a problem as pastors, they have taken a political stance on a political problem,” he observed. 

“What must the pastor do?” he asked. “Be a pastor; don’t go condemning. Be a pastor, because he is a pastor also for the excommunicated.”

The Holy Father’s comments were interpreted by some news outlets as a rebuke to the U.S. bishops, who have approved the preparation of a document on Eucharistic coherence that will restate and celebrate the Church’s perennial teaching on the Eucharist as the “source and summit” of the Christian life. 

On Nov. 2, a leaked copy of the 26-page draft was published by The Pillar website. At present, the draft does not single out Catholic politicians who back abortion rights, but that could change by the time the final draft is submitted to a vote by the assembly of bishops later this month.

In one section of the draft document, the authors address the need for conversion of heart and Church discipline guiding reception of the Eucharist. They acknowledge that every person is a sinner who stumbles as they seek to fulfill their Christian vocation in this world.

 "We trust in [the Lord’s] mercy, the mercy which we behold in His body broken for us and His blood poured out for us for the forgiveness of our sins,” reads the text, which is situated in a section dealing with conversion. 

“While all our failures to do what is right damage our communion with God and each other, they fall into different categories, reflecting different degrees of severity,” the draft document continues. 

“There are some sins, however,” states the document “that do rupture the communion we share with God and the Church.”
“As the Church has consistently taught, a person who receives Holy Communion while in a state of mortal sin not only does not receive the grace of the sacrament, he or she commits the sin of sacrilege by failing to show the reverence due to the Body and Blood of Christ.”

Last spring, after the Vatican intervened in the U.S. bishops’ initial deliberations on the subject, the conference leadership agreed that their focus would be on Church doctrine and discipline, with no specific guidance preventing Catholic politicians like Biden from presenting themselves for Holy Communion.

 

The Secular Media Narrative

Nevertheless, many secular reporters have continued to frame the issue as a dispute between a progressive-minded papal reformer and a hidebound American episcopacy. 

In the wake of Biden’s visit with Francis, news stories described the president as an ally of a beleaguered pope facing “resistance” from U.S. bishops. And a New York Times story concluded that “the Pope’s apparently explicit encouragement for Mr. Biden to continue taking communion could be one of the most tangible accomplishments that the president brings home.” 

“It’s not surprising that Biden, who describes himself as a devout Catholic, would be eager to associate himself with the pontiff,” said former Illinois Congressman Daniel Lipinski, in an Oct. 28 column for The Washington Post that flagged the Pope’s “favorability rating of 82% among the country’s 70 million Catholics and 63% among Americans overall.”

But Lipinski, a pro-life Democrat who credited his 2020 primary defeat to a concerted progressive campaign to remove pro-life lawmakers from the party, disputed Democrats’ claims that Pope Francis supported their “side.” 

There is a “direct conflict between many of the party’s policies and the teachings of the Catholic Church, especially those regarding the preeminent issues of life and human dignity,” said Lipinski. 

Lila Rose, the Catholic leader of the pro-life organization Live Action, went further, telling the Register that Catholics need to be savvy about the “media bias” that shaped the recent coverage of Biden’s trip to Rome.

“We should not be caught up in the game of aligning Catholicism with a president who is in defiant rebellion against his own faith,” said Rose.

“As Catholics, we need to find confidence in the magisterium of the Church which is … clear on the sin of abortion and on not receiving the Holy Eucharist when you are in the state of sin.”

U.S. Church leaders have also rejected the media’s negative characterization of their relationship with the Pope and of their efforts to dispel the confusion that Biden’s public stance has generated.

“The media uses the term ‘conservative bishops,’ and one article implied that those who want to go ahead with the document [on Eucharistic coherence] are the Pope’s ‘enemies’” noted Archbishop Cordileone.

“This language is terrible, and it infects the way our people [approach Church teaching]. They begin to think in political terms about the faith, and that causes a wider problem and a great challenge for us bishops.”

Asked why some progressive commentators and operatives appear eager to exploit internal divisions within the Church, the archbishop replied, “The Church is the only thing in their way. And people do get confused when someone who goes to Communion thinks abortion is fine. [It suggests] it must be acceptable to believe that.” 

 

Differing Objectives

Chad Pecknold, a theologian at The Catholic University of America, acknowledged a clear “tension between the Pope not wishing to have any conflict with Catholic politicians in any country and bishops who have a real pastoral responsibility” to engage public figures who openly defy Church teaching. 

Pecknold suggested that the Pope’s approach hinges on his desire to engage “neo-liberal elites” by collaborating on issues of common concern and slowly drawing them into a dialogue with the Church. 

It’s an approach that emphasizes accompaniment and inculturation, he said, and it is characteristic of the Society of Jesus’ long-view model of evangelizing China’s Imperial Court in past centuries.

“The Pope affirms Church teaching on abortion,” said Pecknold. “But when it comes to working with elites, there is zero desire to mention it.

“He has surrounded himself with Jesuits. And the famous saying about Jesuits is that they bring people in through their door and lead them out through Christ’s door. 

“With a Curia well-staffed by Jesuits and advised by Jesuits and a pope who is Jesuit,” he added, “it would make sense that they would follow that strategy of first evangelizing by accommodating yourself to their priorities and then slowly introducing things that are germane to the Gospel.”

Nevertheless, Pecknold did not expect the events in Rome to have a decisive impact on the U.S. bishops’ deliberations on the Eucharist.

“The Pope is the universal pastor,” he said.

“But the principle of subsidiarity would say it is the local bishop who has [direct] responsibility.”

“When the Pope speaks with Biden or any other Catholic world leader, it is not a meeting with a man and his pastor, but a meeting of two heads of state,” he observed. 

Yet as Church leaders and grassroots pro-life leaders reflect back on Francis’ pontificate, they point to many key moments when his pastoral gifts and message made a difference in local dioceses. 

Marianne Luthin, who leads the Archdiocese of Boston’s pro-life office, remembers the Year of Mercy and Francis’ decision to direct priests to absolve the sin of abortion as a major inflection point that brought women who had “self-ex-communicated” themselves back to confession. 
Likewise, Francis made waves when he exhorted pastors to leave their rectories and transform the Church into a “field hospital” for sinners. At present, the Pope may view his engagement with Biden as another important step in this broader mission of evangelization though pastoral accompaniment. 

 

Biden ‘Won This Round’

But the confused and often politicized reaction to this meeting in the United States has left some Catholic leaders like Bishop Tobin fearful that the Church is in danger of losing its prophetic voice as the culture of death advances in the corridors of power. 

Russell Shaw expressed similar concerns as he pondered the interplay of partisan media narratives and internal Church politics.

Reflecting on Biden’s account of his meeting with Francis, Shaw worries that Catholics and the public at large may assume that doctrine and pastoral practice are on “separate tracks.” 

“Most of us would say they should be together, and one should reflect the other,” he said. 

“The doctrine on abortion is extremely clear. But when dealing with someone in Biden’s position, Francis seems to feel that pastoral practice can proceed independently of the doctrine and that the two may not converge.”

Shaw expects the U.S. bishops to produce a document on Eucharistic coherence that “will not go after Biden, but will provide a general pastoral statement about the place of the Eucharist in our lives and our worthiness to receive it.”  The leaked draft document confirms his expectations. 

Then stepping back to consider the political takeaway for Biden from last week’s encounter with the Pope, Shaw suggested that the nation’s second Catholic president “won this round.” In other words, Biden will continue to assert his belief that a political leader who green-lights a “whole-of- government” defense of Roe v. Wade may also receive Holy Communion at Sunday Mass, a major win for his struggling administration.

“I don’t think the Pope was even competing,” said Shaw. “He just handed it to him.”
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