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Countries that did not support the International Day of Yoga
In chronological order
Which are the countries that did not support the UN resolution on yoga presented by India?

https://www.quora.com/Which-are-the-countries-that-did-not-support-the-UN-resolution-on-yoga-presented-by-India
By Prakash Hari Sharma, June 17, 2015

The UN General Assembly adopted the Resolution, proclaiming June 21 as the International Day of Yoga. With 177 co-sponsors, it had been adopted without a vote. But, it was instructive to note the countries who didn’t co-sponsor.
Incidentally, the majority of Muslim countries supported India - 46 members of the Organisation of Islamic countries, including Iran, and Gulf countries like Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. But, nine Muslim nations did not include their name in the co-sponsor list. 

Below is the list of countries who did not co-sponsor UN resolution 
1. Pakistan

2. Saudi Arabia

3. Brunei

4. Mauritania

5. Cameroon

6. Libya

7. Burkina Faso

8. Malaysia

9. North Korea

10. Estonia

11. Namibia

12. Swaziland

13. Switzerland

14. Monaco

15. Solomon Islands

16. Zambia

Not surprisingly, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are on the list - one for its tense ties with India and another due to its strongly-held religious views. 
The other countries with similar strong religious ideology who kept out were Brunei, Mauritania and Cameroon. Libya, in the midst of a civil war, may not have enough bandwidth to give instructions to its diplomats. Similarly, Burkina Faso is still trying to emerge from the military coup, which saw the overthrow of its strongman after a 27-year-long rule.
Malaysia, which had a moderate image, but is increasingly moving towards a more radicalised rhetoric, also did not support the resolution for an International Day of Yoga. According to officials, Malaysia’s no-show could be due to the lingering after-effect of the 2008 edict of the National Fatwa Council, banning practice of yoga for Muslim. Interestingly, at the Indian cultural centre in Kuala Lumpur, most of the students at the yoga classes are of Chinese or Indian origin and none from the Malay majority.
Incidentally, the resolution on yoga had been framed to highlight its health benefits, with no reference to its origins in Hinduism. 
North Korea also did not become a co-sponsor. Religious grounds can be ruled out for the Communist country, but then, it may not be a top priority for them. 
Besides, Estonia, Namibia, Swaziland, Switzerland, Monaco, Solomon Islands and Zambia also did not join the 177 co-sponsors, probably for internal technical reasons.

5 Locations where Yoga Has Been Banned

https://www.bookyogaretreats.com/news/yoga-ban EXTRACT

By Sarah Clark, June 9, 2017

Below are 5 locations where yoga has been banned:
Kansas and Georgia, USA
Dominating the headline this year is the Benedictine College in Kansas, where the Catholic university has called an action against the practice of yoga. Its roots in eastern religion have left the administration perturbed with the idea of students or staff following the “cult.” In an interview with Independent UK, the college president has warned the campus of the dangers of practicing yoga because it promotes Hinduism.

Being a Catholic school, the administration has believed that it might affect the Benedictine theology of the school. Since then, they have taken action in calling meditation and breathing exercises as “Lifestyle Fitness.” They do acknowledge the health benefits of yoga, but they won’t accept the spiritual part of it.

The Bullard Elementary School in Georgia has banned the practice of Pranamasana, or even saying “Namaste” there. Pranamasana is that action where one places his or her right hand over the chest and bow down.

 

Russia
Cult? Potential terrorism threat? Many places in Mother Russia bans yoga because it thinks it’s an evil religious cult that may cultivate the notion of terrorism. Earlier this year, news went out that one yoga teacher and practitioner have been arrested over a talk about yoga in St. Petersburg. Dmitry Ugay has been issued a warrant for arrest on the grounds of practicing illegal missionary traditions and religion. In short, Ugay has been charged with the thought of being a missionary monk.

Ten years ago, Russia seemed to welcome yoga. The country held exercises of the practice in Red Square to promote much of it to the public, especially its health benefits. But now, yoga practitioners in Russia are alarmed over a new law about the practice of yoga. Many clamored that yoga was never about religion or is forming any religious and terrorist groups. The policy has earned the ire of many yogis.

 

Canada
While many ban yoga because of its “spiritual influence,” the University of Ottawa has banned a free class practice over cultural sensitivity. In any case, yoga was ‘born’ in India, and the borrowing of India’s culture has other people worried about it. The initiators of the practice fought for a place to continue teaching free yoga classes.

They do yoga now, but many believed it has its limitations still. Some people still have those discomforts in practicing yoga.

 

Malaysia
It’s not the whole country, but one national council has called its Muslim communities to stop practicing yoga because, ahem, it “propagates” Hinduism. They claim that yoga may corrupt their citizens through its practices because it’s un-Islamic. However, plenty of Muslims do yoga for health and wellness purposes.

Other than Malaysia, countries like Indonesia took the issue seriously as well. Yoga is not entirely banned, but it has its limitations set in a particular community.

 

Wales
Recently, St David’s Church in Wales has banned yoga in its community center and now the whole town is angry! The people will be staging protests through boycotting the church and its services. The Sun UK has reported that while yoga was ruled out, Pilates can still be practiced. Which is funny because, although the two are different, Pilates and yoga have some similarities in routines.

Yoga Will Continue
Despite threats and ban from other communities and countries, yoga will still thrive in this world. After all, it’s been here for over 5,000 years. As many yogis define the practice, yoga is more about improving one’s state of mind and physical attributes and not so much about religion. So let’s keep the world saying “Ommm”, yogis!

In actuality, Yoga is banned in many, many more locations than the above article states. The documentation is available in some of my older articles/compilations on Yoga.
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_CHRIST_THE_BEARER_OF_THE_WATER_OF_LIFE_A_CHRISTIAN_REFLECTION_ON_THE_NEW_AGE.doc
32 YOGA TESTIMONIES
NOTE: Use of orange color for a person’s name indicates that she/he was/became a religious/priest/pastor

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-01 MIKE SHREVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-01.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-02 TERRY JUSTISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-02.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-03 KENT SULLIVAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-03.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-04 MICHAEL GRAHAM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-04.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-05 BRAD SCOTT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-05.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-06 JANICE CLEARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-06.doc  

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-07 CARL FAFORD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-07.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-08 ANONYMOUS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-08.doc  
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-09 DEBORAH HOLT

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-09.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-10 DANION VASILE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-10.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-11 MICHAEL COUGHLIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-11.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-12 LAURETTE WILLIS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-12.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-13 KEITH AGAIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-13.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-14 VIRGO HANDOJO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-14.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-15 PURVI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-15.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-16 PRISCILLA DE GEORGE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-16.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-17 SARAH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-17.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-18 BRANDY BORDEN SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-18.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-19 CONNIE J. FAIT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-19.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-20 LOSANA BOYD
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-20.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-21 FR. PARESH PARMAR, CATHOLIC PRIEST
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-21.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-22 GINA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-22.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-23 JESSICA SMITH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-24 MARY GARDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-25 DANIEL SHAW
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-26 REV. DR. ED HIRD, ANGLICAN CHARISMATIC PASTOR
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-27 CARMEN CASTIELLA SANCHEZ-OSTIZ
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-28 JENNY UEBBING
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-29 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-29.doc
FROM ISLAM THROUGH YOGA AND NEW AGE TO CHRIST 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FROM_ISLAM_THROUGH_YOGA_AND_NEW_AGE_TO_CHRIST.doc
THE TRUE STORY OF A CATHOLIC VICTIM OF YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TRUE_STORY_OF_A_CATHOLIC_VICTIM_OF_YOGA.doc
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM A DEMON OF YOGA-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
