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MICHAEL PRABHU JULY 25, 2021
People Use Cow Dung as Protection against COVID-19, Twitter Reacts
Believers in Gujarat have started smearing cow dung on themselves for protection against COVID-19.

https://www.thequint.com/neon/social-buzz/people-use-cow-dung-as-protection-against-covid-19-twitter-reacts
May 12, 2021
According to reports, a lot of believers in Gujarat have started going to cowsheds to cover themselves in cow dung as a way to ward off COVID-19. These people use this method once a week and they believe that this will help strengthen their immunity against the virus, and possibly even help them fight it if they contract it.

This unscientific method has been flagged by many doctors. "There is no concrete scientific evidence that cow dung or urine work to boost immunity against COVID-19, it is based entirely on belief," said Dr JA Jayalal, national president at the Indian Medical Association in a statement to Reuters.

Some doctors have even warned that these practices can actually cause more harm, since smearing cow dung on one's body can lead to unwanted diseases being spread from animals to humans.

This bizarre news has made quite a few rounds on Twitter and shocked users who have expressed their disbelief over misinformation of this kind.

Check out their reactions here: 

[Multiple Tweets]

Akhilesh Yadav, President of Samajwadi Party also commented on the issue and said, "Should we laugh or cry?"
Pragya Thakur Says Cow Urine Helps Avoid COVID-19, Gets Trolled
Pragya Singh Thakur, a BJP MP, recently said that consuming cow urine helped her avoid COVID-19.

https://www.thequint.com/neon/social-buzz/pragya-thakur-says-cow-urine-helps-avoid-covid-19-gets-trolled 
May 18, 2021
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At a recent party gathering in Bhopal, BJP MP Pragya Thakur talked about how cow urine helped her avoid COVID-19. She claimed that cow urine cures the lung infection caused by COVID-19, and since she consumes it every day, she has not contracted the virus.

"If we have desi gau mutra (urine from an indigenous cow) every day, then it cures lung infection from COVID-19. I am in deep pain but I take cow urine every day. So now, I don't have to take any medicine against corona and I don't have corona," said Sadhvi Pragya.

Check out the video here:

[Tweet]

The unscientific claim has brought about a lot of reactions from users online, who have mostly trolled her for her statement.

[Multiple Tweets]

This comes after numerous warnings from medical professionals against using cow urine or cow dung to cure or deter COVID-19. Recently, a few believers in Gujarat were also seen smearing cow dung over themselves to supposedly avoid COVID-19.

Responding to the situation, Dr JA Jayalal, head of the Indian Medical Association had also said, "There is no concrete scientific evidence that cow dung or urine boosts immunity against COVID-19," in a statement to Reuters.
Drink cow urine to prevent Covid: BJP MP Pragya Thakur; experts reject remark
Addressing party workers in Bhopal on Sunday, Thakur said: “I consumed cow urine daily and it is a kind of acid which purifies my body. It also purifies the lungs and saves me from Covid-19 infection. I don’t take any medicine against corona but I am safe.”

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/drink-cow-urine-to-prevent-covid-bjp-mp-pragya-thakur-experts-reject-remark-101621298599190.html
May 18, 2021
[Tweet]

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) parliamentarian Pragya Thakur has said that drinking cow urine can help prevent coronavirus disease (Covid-19), adding that her remark had “scientific backing”.

Addressing party workers in Bhopal on Sunday, Thakur said: “I consumed cow urine daily and it is a kind of acid which purifies my body. It also purifies the lungs and saves me from Covid-19 infection. I don’t take any medicine against corona but I am safe.”

The 51-year-old MP received criticism after a video of her remark went viral. She, however, defended the statement.

“I have recommended these because they have scientific backing. Research has already established it,” she said.

Health experts, however, warned against relying on what they called “unscientific claims” amid the second wave of the pandemic.

“At least, now these leaders should stop recommending unscientific treatments,” Dr Ranjan Sharma, president Indian Medical Association said. 
Imphal: Journo's Arrest for Speaking About Cow Dung Sparks Outrage
Manipur-based Kishorechandra Wangkhem was arrested for saying that cow dung and cow urine do not cure COVID-19

https://www.thequint.com/neon/social-buzz/imphal-journos-arrest-for-speaking-against-cow-dung-sparks-outrage 
May 18, 2021
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A journalist from Imphal, Manipur, Kishorechandra Wangkhem was recently arrested for a post on his Facebook wall where he commented on the death of a BJP leader due to COVID-19.

Manipur's BJP President, Saikhon Tikendra Singh, succumbed to COVID-19 on Thursday, and following his death, Wangkhem wrote, “Santhi Sanyung na yadrabo, oh!!! RIP #Rashikang_Kangyet Hayeng nga chaani.” (Cow dung cow urine didn’t work. Groundless argument. Tomorrow I will eat fish.)

Wangkhem's comments come after a lot of claims by various leaders that emphasize on the effectiveness of cow dung and cow urine against COVID-19. His post was found to be insensitive by BJP general secretary P. Premananda Meetei and BJP vice-president Usham Deban, who filed a complaint with the police leading to Wangkhem's arrest.

However, his arrest has spared outrage among netizens since he was only debunking a very dangerous myth. Many claim that his arrest is baseless. Here is how the online community reacted:

[Multiple Tweets]

Another activist, Erendro Leichombam, was also arrested along with Wangkhem for a post that reiterated how cow dung or cow urine were useless against COVID-19. Erendro wrote on Facebook, "“The cure for Corona is not cow dung & cow urine. The cure is science & common sense. Professor ji RIP," following the death of the BJP leader.
SC orders immediate release of Manipur activist arrested over FB post saying 'cow dung won't cure Covid' 
The Supreme Court has ordered the immediate release of Manipur activist Erendro Leichombam who was arrested along with journalist Kishorechandra Wangkhem for their controversial Facebook posts in May.
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/sc-manipur-activist-journalist-facebook-posts-bjp-leader-cow-dung-1829858-2021-07-19
New Delhi, July 19, 2021
The Supreme Court has ordered the immediate release of Manipur activist Erendro Leichombam who was arrested under the National Security Act (NSA) over the controversial Facebook post that said ‘cow dung and cow urine’ don’t cure Covid.
Leichombam (40) was arrested along with a local journalist, Kishorechandra Wangkhem (41) from their houses on May 13 based on an FIR lodged by Manipur state BJP vice-president Usham Deban and general secretary P Premananda Meetei.

While condoling the death of state BJP president S Tikendra Singh, who succumbed to the virus on the evening of May 13, the duo had said in their Facebook posts that cow urine and cow dung were no cures for Covid-19.

During the hearing of the case, Justice DY Chandrachud said, "We can't allow detention of this person even for a day."

Wangkhem and Leichombam were arrested by the Manipur police under Section 153-A and 505(b) (2) of IPC and also 295-A, 503, 504 and 34 of IPC.

Leichombam, who is the convenor of a Manipur-based political party, People’s Resurgence and Justice Alliance, was charged with sedition following his controversial Facebook post in July last year.

Earlier in 2018, the NSA was invoked against Wangkhem for criticising Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a video posted on Facebook. He walked out of jail in April 2019.

Manipur Journalist, Arrested Under NSA for "Cow Dung" Post, Released
Kishorechandra Wangkhem, a journalist in Manipur, had after Manipur BJP chief S Tikendra Singh died of Covid, posted on Facebook
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/manipur-journalist-kishorechandra-wangkhem-arrested-under-nsa-for-cow-dung-post-released-2493251
Ratnadip Choudhury, Imphal, July 23, 2021
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2:04
A journalist in BJP-ruled Manipur who was jailed under the stringent National Security Act in May for a Facebook post on the death of a BJP leader due to COVID-19 has been released by the Manipur High Court.

Kishorechandra Wangkhem, a journalist with the news website The Frontier Manipur, had after Manipur BJP chief S Tikendra Singh died of Covid, posted on Facebook, "Cow dung and cow urine didn't work?"

A bench of Chief Justice PV Sanjay Kumar and Justice Kh Nobin Singh ordered the release of Mr Wangkhem after the journalist's wife, Elangbam Ranjita, filed a petition. Ms Ranjita opposed the arrest under the stringent National Security Act (NSA).

The arrest had also drawn criticism from rights activists who claimed the BJP government in Manipur has often misused the NSA to silence its critics.

The journalist's lawyer, Chongtham Victor, said they will soon demand compensation for unlawful detention.

On May 13, Mr Wangkhem along with an activist, Leichombam Erendro, were arrested for Facebook posts on the death of the state BJP chief.

Under the NSA, a person can be detained if he or she is known to be a threat to national security. It allows preventive detention for months.

The detention of the Manipur journalist over his social media post that cow dung or urine can't cure Covid does not fall under such a definition, rights activists have argued, and demanded compensation for the "illegal detention".
The family of activist Erendro Leichombam, who was released on July 19, has also demanded compensation. Mr Leichombam was released by an order of a Supreme Court bench of Justices DY Chandrachud and MR Shah, who said "he cannot be kept in jail even for a day", according to Bar and Bench.
Manipur journalist arrested for criticizing cowdung cure released

https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/manipur-journalist-arrested-for-criticizing-cowdung-cure-released/
Imphal, July 25, 2021

The Manipur High Court has ordered the release of a journalist detained under the National Security Act for a Facebook post criticizing the promotion of cow dung and urine as cure for Covid-19.

The high court July 23 agreed with the contention of journalist Kishorchandra Wangkhem’s wife that his case was the same as that of Erendro Leichombam, the political activist who was freed by the Supreme Court five days ago on the ground of protection of personal liberty after he had spent 67 days in custody over a similar Facebook post.

Kishorchandra, associate editor of the news portal The Frontier Manipur, who was jailed May 17 walked out of Sajiwa jail around 4.10 pm. He told The Telegraph minutes later that he would continue to work for the “betterment of society” by creating awareness among the public against laws such as that on sedition and the NSA.

A BJP-led coalition government is in power in Manipur.

The division bench of Manipur High Court Chief Justice Sanjay Kumar and Justice Kh Nobin Singh directed Kishorchandra’s immediate release while acting on the “letter petition” emailed by the journalist’s wife, Elangbam Ranjita, to the chief justice and “his puisne judges” on Thursday seeking her husband’s release.

Ranjita had based her plea on the Supreme Court verdict that ordered the release of Erendro.

The committee of judges of the high court “dealing with public interest litigation, letter petitions and habeas corpus matters” directed the registration of Ranjita’s letter petition as a writ petition. It was listed for hearing on Friday.
Ordering Kishorchandra’s release, the division bench said: “On the face of it, we find no distinction or difference between the case of the petitioner’s husband and that of Erendro Leichombam. Both of them put up similar Facebook posts, critical of the utility of cow dung and cow urine in treating the coronavirus.”

The court added: “As they stand identically situated, we are of the opinion that the continued incarceration of the petitioner’s husband would be as much a violation of Article 21 (right to life and personal liberty) of the Constitution as it was in the case of Erendro Leichombam.”

The bench cited the Supreme Court order for the immediate release of Erendro on the ground that his “continued detention would amount to violation of his right to life and personal liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution”.

While suspending the May 17 state government order detaining Kishorchandra under Section 3(2) of the NSA till the next date of hearing (August 24), the high court, in an interim direction, also asked the BJP administration to ensure “the petitioner’s husband presently detained in the Central Jail, Sajiwa, is released forthwith and in any event, not later than 5pm today, upon his furnishing a personal release bond for a sum of 1,000 rupees, if his further incarceration is not required in connection with any other case”.

Both Kishorchandra and Erendro were arrested on the basis of separate FIRs filed by senior state BJP leaders P. Premananda Meitei and vice-president Usham Deben for Facebook posts written soon after the death of Manipur BJP president Saikhom Tikendra Singh from Covid that day. They were detained under the NSA “within minutes” of getting bail.

Kishorchandra’s post, written in the Meitei language, had said: “Cow dung and cow urine didn’t work. Unreasonably argumentative and unpleasant. Tomorrow I will eat fish.”

Ranjita’s plea to the chief justice said her husband’s Facebook post “was a very sincere expression for not agreeing with the unscientific treatment of the said present corona pandemic where even the scientific tests are being done on an experimental basis” and was “not aimed to hurt the feeling of anyone or any group”.

Kishorchandra, 41, told this newspaper he was feeling both happy and sad. “I’m happy because I’m out of jail and sad because bahut galat ho raha hai (a lot of wrong is being committed) … People are being jailed for speaking up. This is not done.”

This was the second time Kishorchandra had been detained under the NSA. He had been held earlier from “November 27, 2018, to April 3, 2019, for a Facebook post critical of the BJP’s policies”, he said.

On what he plans to do, Kishorchandra said: “I will continue to raise my voice against injustice. Something should be done so politicians understand that what they are doing is not good. The executive should also understand what is good and what is bad for society. I have filed a petition against the sedition law in the Supreme Court (on April 30). I am also planning to challenge the NSA in the apex court.”

Source: telegraphindia.com
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At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 300 Catholic perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) They will finally be available grouped in one larger file with individual titles and links.

Soon to be available:
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