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MICHAEL PRABHU DECEMBER 30, 2020
Dalit Christians hold rally for Dalit archbishop in Pondicherry
https://mattersindia.com/2020/12/dalit-christians-rally-for-dalit-archbishop-in-pondicherry/

Pondicherry, December 30, 2020
More than one thousand Dalit Christians took out a rally in Pondicherry to demand the appointment of a member from their community as the next archbishop of Pondicherry-Cuddalore archdiocese.
The rally was organized by the Dalit Christian Liberation Movement (DCLM) and culminated at the Pondicherry Archbishop’s House.

The rally began after listening to Dalit Christian leaders on the caste discrimination in the Catholic Church. The rally was part of an ongoing struggle by Dalit Christians in various places of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry states.

At the end of the rally, a DCLM delegation led by its president Mary John met Archbishop Antony Anandarayar of Pondicherry –Cuddalore and submitted a memorandum of demands.

The Dalit Christian leaders reiterated the demand for the appointment of a Dalit archbishop in place of Archbishop Anandarayar, who has already completed 75, the mandatory year of retirement for a Catholic prelate. The appointment would end the century long discrimination against Dalit Catholics, they asserted.

So far only non-Dalit archbishops have been appointed even though Dalits comprise about 75 percent of Catholics in the archdiocese, the DCLM leaders pointed out.

“In the past, people were disappointed as they felt were taken for granted. So they have come out openly and vigorously to show their strong resentment and assert their just demand,” explained John.

He said his movement has decided to sustain the struggle until the Church authorities meet their demand to appoint Dalit bishops in the five vacant dioceses in Tamil Nadu.

Other demands include equitable opportunity to Dalit Christians in education and employment in the Catholic institutions. The rallyists have also decide to take up widespread struggle in various dioceses if the Dalit policies of the Tamil Nadu Bishop’s Council and the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India are not implemented.

John recalled that some 40 Dalit priests of the Pondicherry archdiocese staged a sit-in from November 29 to December 4.

On December 20, the Dalit Christians protested in front of about 45 parish churches and submitted memorandum to the their pastors to pass on to the apostolic nuncio.

John said his people are seriously and vociferously demanding equitable number of Dalit bishops and archbishops, besides appointment of priests from their community to top administrative positions in all the dioceses.

This will help eradicate the untouchability practices, the caste domination and discrimination against Dalits that are rampant at all levels in the Catholic Church, he added.

The hour-long rally expressed doubts that the Catholic hierarchy in India has not bothered to take their demands the Vatican. The Indian bishops “only cover up the struggle by the victim Dalit Christians,” John alleged.

He said the Dalit Christians and the DCLM have taken up their demands at the Vatican in the past three decades. The rallyists expressed anguish at the lack of action and intervention by the Vatican dicasteries to end “the blatant discrimination,:

After receiving the memorandum, Archbishop Anthony Anandarayar acknowledged the need to do justice by appointing a Dalit archbishop in the archdiocese. He also said that he has “strongly recommended” the matter to the nuncio and the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples (Propaganda Fide) in the Vatican.

On October 6, the DCLM and other Dalit Christian leaders had a virtual meeting with Archbishop Antony Pappusamy of Madurai, the president of the Tamil Nadu Bishops’ Council.

Dalit Christians protest before parish churches in Pondicherry
https://mattersindia.com/2020/12/dalit-christians-protest-before-parish-churches-in-pondicherry
Chennai, December 23, 2020

Dalit Christians have protested before about 45 parish churches under the Catholic archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore to press for their demands for justice and equal rights for their community in the Church.
The participants of the December 20 protest submitted a memorandum to their pastors to forward to the apostolic nuncio. The memorandum, prepared by the Dalit Christian Liberation Movement (DCLM), sought the nuncio’s intervention to secure their demands.

The movement has for years made the demands to the Catholic hierarchy in India and the Vatican.

The protests were held after some 40 Dalit priests long sit-in at the archbishop’s residence in Puducherry November 29-December 4 to demand dialogue with the archbishop and the administrators.

They alleged that the archdiocese continues to deny them administrative and institutional posts and leadership of ministries.

On December 3, the DCLM leaders protested in front of the Archbishops House after the authorities locked the gate from inside and denied permission to meet the Dalit priests on sit-in.

The Dalit Christians’ memorandum demanded among others appointment of a prelate from their community to fill the vacancy in the archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore. They point out that only non-Dalit archbishops have been appointed so far even though Dalits form around 75 percent of Catholics in the archdiocese.

Only Dalit bishops should be appointed In six vacant dioceses in Tamil Nadu state. Only one among 18 Catholic dioceses has a Dalit prelate. The memorandum also pointed out that only non-Dalit were in all nine bishop appointments in the past 15 years.

The demand of the Dalit priests to appoint them in the top administrative posts and in the College of Consulters of the archdiocese should be met forthwith as these have been denied for long.

“Dalit priests should be given due representation in leadership positions of the Catholic Church as only this can put an end to the decades and centuries long caste discrimination in the Church and enable the socio-economic and educational development of Dalit Christians and their empowerment in the Church,” says a press release from the movement.

Education and employment for Dalits are serious problems in all dioceses in Tamil Nadu. Therefore, implementation of the Dalit Policies of the Tamil Nadu Bishops Council (TNBC) and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) will solve these problem, it adds.

The protesters urged their pastors to send the copies of their memorandum also to the Propaganda Fide, Rome; President of CBCI, Delhi; president of CCBI; President of TNBC and all archbishops /bishops of Tamil Nadu.
Dalit Catholics ask Pondicherry archdiocese to end untouchability
https://mattersindia.com/2020/12/dalit-catholics-ask-pondicherry-archdiocese-to-end-untouchability/

Puducherry, December 4, 2020

The headquarters of the Archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore on December 3 witnessed tension when a group of Dalit Catholic leaders tried to meet priests from their community.
Mary John, Tamil Nadu state leader for Dalit Christian Liberation Movement, priests were in a peaceful dialogue with the archdiocesan administration to end untouchability in the archdiocese.

But archdiocesan procurator Father Gregory Louis Joseph stopped the leaders at the gate of the Archbishop’s House. The Dalit leaders then approached the police, who helped open the gate.

“We, the Dalits, have every right to meet our priests,” John told Matters India.

The Dalit priests’ representatives wanted to meet the archbishop on November 30.

“We have come here to dialogue with the diocesan administration to eradicate caste discrimination and the untouchable practices in the archdiocese especially in the appointment of the Dalit priests,” John explained.

The Dalit priests say the archdiocese has 42 posts, including that of the procurator, that remain out of bounds for them.

Since the term of the procurator was over the Dalit priests’ requested the archbishop to appoint one of their people to the post.

“But unfortunately, the college of consulters, who met on the following day, did not honor the request,” John said.

The priests again met with the archbishop who informed them that Father Gregory had resigned on November 13 and his place was taken by Father Albert Felix on December 1.

The archbishop on November 24 sent a circular informing the faithful that he was taking a two-month leave for health reasons. He appointed Father A. Arulanandam, the Vicar General, as the archdiocesan administrator in his absence.

The archbishop’s circular, dispatched by Father Gregory, the procurator, quoted a letter from Propaganda Fide that the appointment of the new procurator was suspended for two months.

A letter signed by 23 Dalit priests, addressed to the apostolic nuncio, expressed their concerns about the absence of the archbishop. They alleged that the college of archdiocesan consulters had held an unprecedented meeting without the archbishop and reversed the prelate’s decision on the procurator. According to them, this forced the archbishop to go on leave.

The Dalit priests want the nuncio to inform Propaganda Fide that the consulters had misguided it.

The consulters justify their letter to the Propaganda Fide and assert that a particular group cannot compel a bishop to agree to their demands.
The Dalit priests’ representatives say they now feel like sheep without shepherd. “We cannot also approach the vicar general as his administrative powers are not clear under the Canon Law,” they say.

The Dalit leaders first raised their concern in March through letters and email that appealed the archbishop to end the highly polarized casteism in the archdiocese.

On March 9, a few Dalit priests met the archbishop and appealed him to consider equality and fraternity while transfers and appointments. There also pointed out that no Dalit priests serve parishes dominated by Non-Dalit Catholics.

“Dalit people’s welfare is undermined, Dalit priests are sidelined in positions of power and authority, although the Dalit policy document of the Indian bishops categorically states that power and authority in decision making must be shared,” John alleged.
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