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Dalit Indian Catholics threaten caste-based schism
Over the past five decades, the Indian Church has been methodically Brahminised by the hierarchy which is either predominantly Brahmin, the so-called uppermost or priestly class of the Hindu religion, or non-Dalit. Read the story of Dalit priest Fr. William Premdass Choudhary, linked p. 17*.
The Brahminisation virus was carried to the Vatican by the then powerful Indian Cardinal Simon D. Lourduswamy acting as the proxy in Rome for his sibling Fr. D. S. Amalorpavadass, founder and first director (Feb. 1967-Sep. 1982) of the NBCLC, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India [CBCI]’s National, Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical Centre in Bangalore. The result was this: 

The April 25, 1969 Vatican directive Prot. N. 802/69 sanctioned 12 Points of Adaptation in the Mass.
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS? OCTOBER 2012
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc,

NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE MARCH 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc, and

THE SQUATTING INDIAN RITE MASS 24/30 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SQUATTING_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc, which incorporated or propagated the use of the arati or aarti at Mass, the pranam and anjali hasta, the lingam of the deity Siva as a tabernacle, the appearance of the Om (Aum) symbol on liturgical vestments, etc., and its inclusion in almost every Sanskrit bhajan chanted at the floor-level squatting “Masses”, carnatic music ragas replacing traditional vernacular hymns, the temple oil lamp (kuthuvilakku or nilavilakku) instead of wax candles, readings being taken from Hindu religious texts instead of from the Holy Bible, the discarding of Roman liturgical vestments and their replacement by saffron-colored robes and tunics, the applying of sindoor, bindi and tilak on the forehead in the manner of Hindus and of Brahmin priests, the rudraksha mala, the Hindu temple dance bharatanatyam performed at Mass in the sanctuaries of churches, the representation of Jesus as a yogi or a guru, the now ubiquitous dwajasthamba or kodimaram (flag pole) outside churches’ main doors, the blatant worship of the elephant god Ganesha in parishes and in seminaries across India (around 15 different accounts listed and linked in the Cardinal Cupich report** that I have pointed to below), and more.

Indian “missionaries”, both priests as well as nuns, indoctrinated in Brahminical-Hindu thought during their formation in our theologically-corrupt seminaries and sent to Hindu ashrams for experiential practical exposure, carry with them the virus, transmitting it worldwide. 
**The very titles of the long list of this ministry’s dozens of Articles and Reports at the end of the ChurchMilitant.com report CARDINAL CUPICH PRESIDES OVER HINDUISED INDIAN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARDINAL_CUPICH_PRESIDES_OVER_HINDUISED_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc will speak for themselves.

This Brahminisation got an impetus with a coming together of like-minded prelates at the “Church in India” Seminar which was inaugurated on May 15, 1969, at the NBCLC. “Two Cardinals , 15 Archbishops, 50 bishops, more than 200 priests, nuns and brothers and a motley crowd of the laity, men and women who would willingly toe the line of the inculturation experts participated in this ten-day Seminar. After many months of preparation and a mountain of paper work, (the official record of the Seminar states that 1688 pages of material were distributed to each of the participants and over 200,000 sheets of cyclostyled hand-outs distributed during the Seminar)” – an extract from the book “The Paganized Catholic Church in India” by Victor J.F. Kulanday, 1985.
THE PAGANIZED CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA-VICTOR J F KULANDAY 4 DECEMBER 2013 114 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PAGANIZED_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA-VICTOR_J_F_KULANDAY.doc.
One would be surprised to know the number of Catholic priests and bishops who are fluent in the sacred Brahmin language Sanskrit although there is absolutely no practical necessity for such an accomplishment. To compound their sad condition, they hardly know Latin, the liturgical language of Catholicism they do not want to learn it or have anything to do with it. Many Indian priests and bishops cannot deliver a homily without citing the Vedas and other Hindu religious texts or this or that guru. That’s what they’ve been taught by their professors, that’s what they imbibe, and that’s what they eventually propagate. Many seminarians write their dissertations and many priests their doctoral theses comparing the lives and the philosophies of Jesus Christ and Catholic saints with the gurus and mythical deities of Hinduism.
Their words, actions and writings reveal their desire: the most militant among them, and the religious sisters who follow them, have admitted to anticipating an autonomous Indian Church!

Enter the “Catholic” Ashrams movement. The CBCI’s NBCLC is its lynchpin. What goes on in these ashrams (at “Mass”) is blasphemous and sacrilegious as well as heretical. The ashrams are also intrinsically NEW AGE. I have visited some of these ashrams since 2004 and have chronicled my observations and experiences in a good number of reports which may be accessed at my web site. A great many of our nuns from every religious order, priests from every congregation, and even a few of our present bishops have soaked themselves in ashram spirituality for days, weeks, even months… and then emerged from these Hinduised centres to poison and infect their sheep. 

Like no other Catholic in India or, for that matter, anywhere in the world, this writer has researched the symbols, rituals, concepts (like the Sat-Cit-Ananda principle claimed by Catholic theologians to be the equivalent of the Christian Trinity
IS SAT-CIT-ANANDA THE EQUIVALENT OF THE HOLY TRINITY? 23 OCTOBER 2016 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_SAT-CIT-ANANDA_THE_EQUIVALENT_OF_THE_HOLY_TRINITY.doc), philosophies and popular festivals (I refer to those adapted/adopted by Catholics), and produced unique analyses to give more than sufficient evidence that Indian theologians and their bishops are misleading the Church, and are gravely wrong in their pursuit of inculturation through the borrowing of “Indian” culture and “Indian” art forms. In truth, they are HINDU.  
There is no such thing as (an) “Indian” culture. India is so diverse that culture changes from district to district, even within a state. 
The late crusader Kulanday used the term “paganized” to describe the Indian Church of the 1970s and early 1980s in the title of his unique (published 1985) book. He also used the description “Hinduised” regularly in the contents of the book. But while he did not call it “Brahminised”, he used the term “Brahminical” a few times, for example:
“But Amalorpavadas ideas are totally pagan and not cultural as can be seen from the text of the Indian Rite mass (Appendix VII) where even the sign of the Cross has been tabooed and replaced by Hindu gestures which majority of Hindus themselves do not know what they mean and hardly any Christian will ever know what they stand for. As already explained, (please see Chapter IV and Appendix No. VII), the Mass, the Confession rite, fire worship and sun worship and other rituals are purely Hindu religious ceremonies and do not belong in any way to the culture of the country. They are, to be more precise, purely Brahminical and the use of Sanskrit makes them fully a part and parcel of the Hindu religion and NOT of the culture of the people.”

And, “An important point to be noted is that none of the rituals, signs and symbols taken by the innovators of the Indian Mass are from any segment of India's cultural mosaic but purely from Hindu religion. And none of them are used by any other religion in India for the simple reason that they are all of Brahminical origin and Brahmins are ONLY in the Hindu religion…”

What the Indian Church has long been engaged in is blatant Hinduisation, which again is nothing but Brahminisation, because Brahmins themselves insist that that is what it is. It is one reason Dalit Catholics are now up in arms, threatening to break away and set up their own Dalit Church.
What an irony, considering that the upper caste hierarchy in the Indian Church had envisioned and strived for the creation of an autonomous Brahminised Church!   
Before we get to read Dr. Jules Gomes/ChurchMilitant.com’s story on the Dalit Catholics’ threatened schism, we need to learn what Indians think of the Church’s Brahminisation strategy.
Inculturation

“Inculturation”, Dr. Jules Gomes states in an email to me, “is a failed experiment”.

Hindus/Brahmins are generally of the opinion that the inculturation moves by the Indian Church are just a conversion ploy.

HINDUS STILL BELIEVE THAT INCULTURATION IS A CATHOLIC PLOY TO CONVERT THEM FEB./MARCH 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUS_STILL_BELIEVE_THAT_INCULTURATION_IS_A_CATHOLIC_PLOY_TO_CONVERT_THEM.doc
I had in one of my earlier analyses written, “If this “inculturation” matter were not so frightfully serious an issue, I would have enjoyed a hearty laugh at the terribly mistaken apprehensions of our Hindu brothers and sisters.
I cannot decide which would be more difficult for me: allaying the concerns of our Hindu friends about their fear of our intention to hoodwink them into converting by our adopting and adapting their religious symbols and rituals into our lives and liturgy, or convincing my Catholic friends that the present Indian Church is now thoroughly Hinduised, and that -- for the vast majority of clergy -- proselytization or evangelization is the last thing on their minds.
... Hindus have nothing to fear from the Indian Church other than it's usurping and appropriation of their Vedic philosophies, their Sanskrit language and terminologies, their unique Carnatic music and ragas, their meditation systems, and of course, every conceivable religious ritual and symbol.”
“Devout Hindus are greatly concerned that their “intellectual property” is being hijacked by Christians across the denominational spectrum.” Examples:
IMAGES-HINDUS DECRY CATHOLIC APPROPRIATION OF THEIR RELIGIOUS SYMBOLS AND RITUALS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IMAGES-HINDUS_DECRY_CATHOLIC_APPROPRIATION_OF_THEIR_RELIGIOUS_SYMBOLS_AND_RITUALS.doc
CARNATIC MUSIC IS HINDU SAY HINDUS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARNATIC_MUSIC_IS_HINDU_SAY_HINDUS.doc
THE SUPERSTITIOUS POORNA KUMBHAM AND THE KALASAM ARE HINDU, SAY HINDUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SUPERSTITIOUS_POORNA_KUMBHAM_AND_THE_KALASAM_ARE_HINDU_SAY_HINDUS.doc 
And again, “My dozens of investigative reports establish beyond any shadow of doubt that the Catholic hierarchy is engaged in a systematic Hinduisation of all aspects of Church life, except that they euphemistically call it inculturation or adaptation. By our appropriating the philosophies, symbols, rituals etc. of the majority religion, we are left with a syncretized Christianity... Since all religions are but different roads leading to the same Divine, the need to evangelize – to proclaim the Gospel, the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ, is effectively precluded.”
The Dalit Perspective
There are an estimated 20 million Catholics in India, which represents around 1.6% of the total population. Most Catholic Dalits ("broken/scattered" in Sanskrit and Hindi, a term used for people belonging to castes that are still regarded as "untouchables") who have converted to Christianity from Hinduism but are still categorized as Dalits in India, and who comprise about 42% of the Christian population (Wiki), view inculturation as Brahminisation, relating to the highest, temple-priest caste of the very religion that they have discarded, Hinduism, hoping for a better deal from the Catholic Church. 
Some of my close friends, converts from Brahmin Hinduism to Catholicism, are completely perplexed as well as furious with the Indian Church for its aggressive Hinduisation-Brahminisation. Why do we have to see the same things, say the same things, perform the same Brahminical rituals that they had rejected when they turned their backs on Hinduism, they ask?
One of the best examples of this Brahminical imposition by the Indian Catholic Church was the much-hyped and -publicised heretical, New Age, inculturated-Hinduised St. Pauls New Community Bible (NCB) in 2008 published under the auspices of the CBCI. This ministry led an international crusade -- taking the issue to Rome -- that resulted in its withdrawal. Despite written defenses from some bishops against our objections to its contents, 90% of the offending commentaries and drawings were excised and a “revised” edition presented to the universal Church in 2011.
There are 31 individual reports on the syncretised NCB, July 2008 to July 2016, chronicling the entire story and running into hundreds of pages at this ministry’s web site.

Very interestingly, the NCB issue hit the national press in fair detail and greatly upset even the leaders of the Brahmin community:

NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 11-VATICAN HELD RESPONSIBLE, BRAHMIN LEADERS DEMAND ITS WITHDRAWAL JUNE 25, 2009/DECEMBER 2009
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_11-VATICAN_HELD_RESPONSIBLE_BRAHMIN_LEADERS_DEMAND_ITS_WITHDRAWAL.doc
The Indian Church’s inculturation drive has fooled but few. Brahmins, well-informed Catholics, conservative Catholics, higher-caste Hindus converted to Catholicism have seen through its gambit, albeit from differing perspectives, for differing reasons.
Dr. Jules Gomes, whose September 11 ChurchMilitant.com article “Indian [Dalit] Catholics threaten caste schism” can be read on page 5, and who is intensively researching the “the heresy of Indian inculturation”, wrote to me, “Catholic Dalits, on the other hand, also oppose what has been happening and denounce is as “elitist” because it is Brahminical and has also been pushed by armchair theologians. Critics of inculturation say that the project has not brought Hindus to faith in Christ and hence has failed as a mission strategy (which, I suspect, it was never intended to be). They also claim that this has confused and alienated many Catholics … the top-down elitist project of inculturation has been a total failure.”

Rome-based Dr. Jules Gomes has already touched on the subject, writing for ChurchMilitant.com.

1) February 27, 2020 
Cardinal Cupich’s Vatican-approved 'Indian Rite Mass' causing scandal among laity
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/nuns-perform-hindu-ritual-during-elevation-at-cardinal-cupichs-mass
Dr. Gomes refers to the “12 points of adaptation for celebration of the Mass in India.” The link leads to the ephesians-511 BLOG and the October 2012 article from MY WEB SITE: 
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS?  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
2) February 27, 2020 
Cardinal Cupich’s Vatican-approved 'Indian Rite Mass' causing scandal among laity
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/nuns-perform-hindu-ritual-during-elevation-at-cardinal-cupichs-mass. 
Dr. Gomes says, “"Here we have a purely Hindu ceremony introduced," writes Victor J. F. Kulanday in his book The Paganized Catholic Church in India. Kulanday cites two authorities on Hinduism explaining the Hindu significance of arati..."”
Larger source: Jules Gomes, September 18, 2019
BISHOP DONS HINDU ROBES FOR MASS BEFORE RITUAL GENITALIA OF PAGAN GODS 
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/india-bishop-dons-hindu-robes-for-mass-before-ritual-genitalia-of-pagan-gods,  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOP_DONS_HINDU_ROBES_FOR_MASS_BEFORE_RITUAL_GENITALIA_OF_PAGAN_GODS.doc
That link too leads to the ephesians-511 BLOG which again is sourced from my web site, I think the only place on the web where this book is available online:

THE PAGANIZED CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA-VICTOR J F KULANDAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PAGANIZED_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA-VICTOR_J_F_KULANDAY.doc
Indian Catholics threaten caste schism

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/indian-catholics-threaten-caste-schism
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/indian-catholics-threaten-caste-schism
Jules Gomes, Chennai, September 11, 2020
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India's "untouchable" Catholics have threatened to split from the Indian hierarchy and establish a separate church if the Holy See continues to discriminate against low-caste clergy in the appointment of bishops and cardinals. The "final" resolution of secession from the top-heavy upper-caste Catholic Church in India was announced Saturday by six organizations comprising Catholics who originally converted from "untouchable" or Dalit ("trampled") backgrounds from within the Hindu caste hierarchy.
"The new church will separate Dalit Catholic Christians from the Indian Catholic Church's upper-caste leadership,"  warned Franklin Caesar Thomas, coordinator of the National Council of Dalit Christians (NCDC).

Although 60% of India's Christians are originally Dalit, none of India's four cardinals and only 31 archbishops come from a Dalit background. Among 188 bishops, only 11 are Dalits.

'Blocked' From Advancement

"Because of the untouchability mindset, individual bishops and regional bishops' councils are not recommending theologically qualified and morally upright Dalit priests as episcopal candidates to the apostolic nuncio for papal consideration," Advocate Thomas told Church Militant.

"Qualified Dalit priests are prevented from going to Rome for further studies or being considered for senior appointments or superiors of congregations. Currently, they exist in negligible numbers," Thomas lamented.

"Dalit Catholics are very loyal to the Holy See and we believe the Holy Father would never discriminate on the basis of caste or race," he asserted.
Separate Rite Considered

Thomas clarified to Church Militant that the plan was to urge the pope to permit Dalit Catholics and priests to have their own Dalit Catholic rite and Dalit Catholic Church with all faculties under the direct control of the Holy See in a manner similar to India's Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara churches.

However, the Vatican has yet to respond substantively to a complaint filed in June by Dalits with the United Nations accusing the Holy See of not doing enough to curb discrimination faced by "untouchables" within the Catholic Church.

The complaint accuses the Vatican and the Indian Catholic Church hierarchy of caste discrimination by "allowing it directly and indirectly in their spiritual, educational and administrative places."

Sources told Church Militant that this was one reason Pope Francis transferred apostolic nuncio Abp. Giambattista Diquattro from India to Brazil on Aug. 31.
"If the Vatican does not immediately remove the discriminatory process of bishop selection that neglects qualified Dalit priests, we could announce our own Indian Dalit Catholic Church or the Indian Dalit Catholic rite," Thomas said.
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Dalit Christians protesting caste oppression

The demand for an Indian Dalit Catholic rite comes in the wake of post-Vatican II liturgical turbulence as Indian bishops received Vatican authorization (larger source www.ephesians-511.net) in 1969 for an "Indian rite Mass" which incorporated elements from upper-caste Brahmanical (sic) Hinduism. The Brahmins are the top caste of Hindu priests.
Oppressive 'Inculturation'
The new Liturgy further alienated Dalit Catholics who had converted from Hinduism — escaping three millennia of caste oppression — only to discover that the hierarchy was now importing the same oppressive form of Brahmanical (sic) Hinduism under the guise of "inculturation."

The "Hinduization" of the Liturgy and the bishops' embrace of post-Vatican II "religious pluralism" has also resulted in a "moratorium" on mission, with evangelization redefined as "making a Hindu a better Hindu."

Dr. Joshua Iyadurai, director of the Marina Center for Interdisciplinary Studies in Religion, explained to Church Militant how "inculturation began with Jesuit missionary Roberto de Nobili's goal of evangelizing India by first converting Brahmins." 

"Since then inculturation has been a top-down model preoccupied with Brahminical Hindu symbols, rituals and practices. It has remained an exercise by the elites without any relevance to the majority within the Church," underlined Iyadurai, guest lecturer at Madras and Roehampton universities.   

"The Indian church comprises more than 60% of Dalits, and their spirituality was not taken into consideration because of the Brahminical worldview, in which Dalits have no spiritual capacity," Iyadurai noted.

"Brahminism is not India's core culture. The essence of Indian culture lies with the diversity of many cultural traditions and Dalit theology is now critiquing the Brahmanical (sic) model," he added.  

Negligible Numbers in Leadership

Although Christianity was first brought to India by the Apostles St. Thomas and St. Bartholomew, the first Dalit archbishop, Marampudi Joji, was appointed only in 2000 as archbishop of Hyderabad.

According to media reports, 95% of Hyderabad archdiocese's priests, including Joji's high-caste predecessor, opposed the appointment.
Archbishop Joji said he was grateful to God for making him the first Dalit archbishop "not only in India, but in the entire world."

"Dalit Christians are the majority [in India] in the Catholic Church. But their participation in the level of leadership in the diocesan administration as well as in religious orders is minimum and at the higher levels it is almost nil," a 2016 Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) document admitted.
According to the CBCI document "Policy of Dalit Empowerment in the Catholic Church in India: An Ethical Imperative to Build Inclusive Communities," "Dalits are about 12 million out of 19 million members of the Catholic Church. However, among the major superiors, priests and religious they are not proportionately represented."

The first bishop from the Dalit community was appointed only in 1977, the bishops noted, even though "in recent years there is an increase in vocations from Dalit communities." 

Cardinal Opposes 'Marginalization'

In 2013, Cdl. Fernando Filoni, Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, emphasized the necessity of ordaining more bishops from Dalit backgrounds. 
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THE DANCING PRIEST FR. SAJU GEORGE SJ -VIDEO URL 4:14: https://youtu.be/oGWtolBxZeA
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Advocate Franklin Caesar Thomas leads Dalit Catholics / Dr. Joshua Iyadurai, critic of Brahmanical (sic) inculturation
He told bishops during his pastoral visit to India:

A missionary-minded bishop pays pastoral attention to all the categories of people present in his diocese, without regard for caste or ethnicity but focused upon the love of God and the spread of the gospel. No ethnic group, low-caste group, or minority group must feel sidelined, marginalized or left out from the initiatives or pastoral works in your diocese. I am thinking of admission to seminaries, promotions to important parishes and curial duties and episcopal candidates.

Over 30 speakers and 150 participants attended the virtual meeting organized by the National Council of Dalit Christians, Dalit Christian Liberation Movement, National Dalit Christian Watch, Viduthalai Tamil Puligal Katchi, Christian People's Forum and Ambedkar & Periyar Social Justice Workshop.

Dalit Catholics threaten to start new Indian church
Vatican warned of breakaway if Dalit priests continue to be ignored in the selection of bishops

https://www.ucanews.com/news/dalit-catholics-threaten-to-start-new-indian-church/89426#
Bijay Kumar Minj, New Delhi, September 8, 2020

Dalit Catholic leaders across India have threatened to start a new church if their demand to end casteism and discrimination against Dalits in the Catholic Church is not met.
Around 30 speakers and 150 participants attended a virtual meeting on Sept. 5 organized by six Dalit Christian organizations from the southern state of Tamil Nadu.

“If the Vatican does not immediately remove the discriminatory process of bishop selection that neglects qualified Dalit priests, we could announce our own Indian Dalit Catholic Church or the Indian Dalit Catholic Rite,” Franklin Caesar Thomas, coordinator of the National Council of Dalit Christians (NCDC), told UCA News.

“The new church will separate Dalit Catholic Christians from the Indian Catholic Church's casteist leadership.”

During the virtual meeting, Dalit leaders appealed to the Catholic Church, the apostolic nuncio to India and Pope Francis to curb the visible and invisible untouchability practices that exist in the selection of bishops.
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Dalit Christians, activists and civil society protest in New Delhi on Dec. 4, 2018, demanding that the Indian government give them the same rights as enjoyed by their Hindu counterparts.
They said that none of India’s four cardinals and 31 archbishops have a Dalit background. Similarly, among 188 bishops, only 11 are from the Dalit community. In caste-ridden Tamil Nadu, only one of 18 bishops is from a Dalit background.
Dalits, formerly untouchables, are the lowest caste within Hindu society. Huge numbers of Dalits have converted to Christianity and Islam over the decades, though the religions offer limited protection from societal prejudice.

The word Dalit means "trampled upon" in Sanskrit and refers to all groups once considered untouchable and outside the four-tier Hindu caste system. Government data shows 201 million of India’s 1.2 billion people belong to this socially deprived group. Some 60 percent of India's 25 million Christians are of Dalit or tribal origin.

Vincent Manoharan, national convener of National Dalit Christian Watch (NDCW), told UCA News that years of protests by the Dalit Christian community had not brought any positive changes.

He said protest marches are planned near the nuncio’s office and the headquarters of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI).

“Dalit Christians are fighting for their respective place in the Church as well as fighting in the Supreme Court for their scheduled caste status in society,” Manoharan said.

“From now onwards we will have national and international conventions to press our demand to end casteism and discrimination against Dalits in the Catholic Church. Unfortunately, our brethren are suffering in both the Church and society.

“We are also planning to send our representative to the Vatican, United Nations and the European Union so that we can build a pressure group at international level.”

Dalits deliberately ignored in bishops’ appointments: Webinar

https://mattersindia.com/2020/09/dalits-deliberately-ignored-in-bishops-appointments-:webinar/
Jose Kavi, New Delhi, September 5, 2020
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The Catholic Church has deliberately sidelined Dalit priests for the appointment of bishops and other major posts, an online conference has alleged.
Suitable Dalit priests are purposefully discriminated in the process of selecting bishops in the Catholic Church, says a press release from the September 5 webinar jointly organized seven Dalit Christian organizations from across the country.

More than 200 people attended the webinar that lasted four hours from 10 am, Franklin Caesar Thomas of the National Council of Dalit Christians, one of the organizers, told Matters India. It was moderated by Father A X J Bosco, the first provincial of the Andhra Jesuits.

Thomas says their press note was an appeal to the Universal Church to help bring justice to Dalit Catholics in India who face discrimination in society as well as in the Church.

Although the Indian Church has ordained thousands of Dalits as priests, it does not consider them suitable for the post of bishops, the press release regrets. According to the Dalit groups, many priests from their community, who are above 50, enjoy people’s high esteems as they are “outstanding in strong faith, good morals, piety, zeal, wisdom, prudence and human virtues.”

Many have doctorates or licentiate degrees in sacred scripture, theology or canon, a criterion for the bishop’s selection. However, they are sidelined when it comes to selecting bishops, Thomas says.

“Why doesn’t the Apostolic Nuncio receive such qualified Dalit priests’ names for bishop’s selection, when he seeks opinions from bishops and priests of a diocese? Why he doesn’t he compile a ‘ternus’ – list of 3 names – of Dalit priest candidates and present it, with his views to the Holy See?” the press release asks.

Thomas and other Dalit leaders say caste discrimination in the Church and the “untouchability mindset” of its leaders block “divine justice” to the Dalit Catholic community.

“We strongly condemn such biased discriminatory and untouchability-oriented visible and invisible form of bishop candidates’ selection process,” the press release says.

The press release says such discriminatory practices violated the laws in the country and the Church as well as international conventions that the Church has endorsed.

“The Holy Spirit never motivates the hierarchy to select and elect only the dominant or upper caste candidates as bishops. If the hierarchy sheds its untouchability mindset, the Holy Spirit will automatically allow qualified Dalit priests’ names to be sent for the Pope’s approval through the Holy See representative in New Delhi,” the statement says.

The Dalit organizations point out that the Vatican or its representative in India has no casteist mindset, but they are manipulated by the upper caste bishops in the country.

Among 188 bishops in the Latin rite, only 11 are Dalit, although the community forms nearly 60 percent of its members. In Tamil Nadu, only one among 18 bishops is a Dalit, although the community accounts for 80 percent of Catholics, the press release points out.

The Indian Church has four cardinals, but none from the Dalit community. None of the 31 archbishops is a Dalit, the press note points out.

The Dalit organizations assert that bishops and cardinals from their community could help curb “the obnoxious form of untouchability and illegal discriminatory practice” in the Church.

The press release quoted Pope’s Francis October 26, 2015, address to gypsies to support their demands: “The time has come to put an end to age-old prejudices, preconceptions and mutual mistrust that are often at the base of discrimination, racism and xenophobia. No one must feel isolated, and no one is authorized to trample on the dignity and rights of others.”

The Dalit groups also cited Pope’s June 3 address where he asserted that the Church “cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of every human life.”

The Dalit groups also point out none of the bishops in the Syro- Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches is a Dalit.

The two Oriental Catholic rites, they claim, have hundreds of Dalit priests “who are outstanding in solid faith, good morals, piety, zeal for souls and prudence, have a good reputation.”

Strongly condemning such “visible and invisible form of the caste discrimination,” the Dalit groups appeal the hierarchies of the two Churches to curb such “inhuman” practices stemming from human error and prejudices.

The webinar asserted that the future of the Church in India will be Dalit.

Besides Thomas, the press note was endorsed by E D Charles, the general secretary of the National Council of Dalit Christians, M Mary John, president of the Dalit Christian Liberation Movement, Reverend Vincent Manoharan, national convener of the National Dalit Christian Watch, Kudanthai Arasan, founder and president of the Viduthalai Tamil Puligal Katchi, G. Mathew, coordinator of Christian People’s Forum and Arun Masilamani, founder and convener of Ambedkar and Periyar Social Justice Workshop.

Activists demand end to discrimination against Dalits in Church
Discrimination against Dalit Christians in the church must end, says Dalit Christian Activist.
https://mattersindia.com/2020/09/activists-demand-end-to-discrimination-against-dalits-in-church/
Chennai, September 5, 2020
“The Cross that the Dalit Christians carry following the commands of Jesus is made up of Iron. For that reason, we continue to face discrimination, while the Catholic Church denies the caste discrimination in India,” said S.S Waghmare from Pune.

He was speaking at the national webinar organized by various Dalit movements on Sept 5.
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 A virtual meeting was held on the plight of Dalit Christians, concerning the equal participation in the Indian Catholic Church hierarchy to undertake mission and ministry to serve humanity.

“We are always faithful to the Church. We have kept the faith by shedding tears and blood for the sake of Christ,” Waghmare added.

The Dalit activists from various movements supported the promotion of Dalit candidates to priesthood and appointments of Bishops.

“While the Church often denies Caste discrimination, we witness every day that the Dalit Christians continue to suffer from being the majority,” said Advocate Vimla Francis from Rajasthan.

The Christians in Rajasthan are very less and there are few priests from the Dalit community. This makes them vulnerable to take care of the Dalit Christians in Rajasthan, he said.

“If the Dalit Christians have the privilege to get an education we would be empowered,” argued Francis.

D. Seelam, retired civil service officer and former federal minister of State for Finance also reiterated saying, “I support the noble cause of promoting Dalit vocation to the priesthood and appointments of bishops.”

Dalit Christians suffer untouchability, exclusion and discrimination in the name of caste, both in the larger society and also within Church. This goes against the teachings of Christ and safeguards provided under the Indian Constitution.

Dalit Christian priests are denied sufficient positions in Indian Catholic Church hierarchy as Bishops, Archbishops, and Cardinals; despite above 50 years of different forms of struggle, said Reverend Vincent Manoharan, national convener of National Dalit Christian Watch.

“We all undertook at different places and scales which includes advocacy with the leaders of the Indian Catholic Church and the Vatican,” said Manoharan, former general secretary of the National Campaign on Dalit Human Rights, Madurai, Tamil Nadu.

Advocate Franklin Caesar Thomas cited the Indian Constitution Article 17 to point out that untouchability in any form is abolished and its practice is a punishable crime/offense, said Thomas who has been in this battle for years.

It is abominable that recently an archbishop from Tamil Nadu has callously denied the caste practices in the church which is both a sin and a crime to be condemned. It is deadly against the following appendix, own statement of the Church which was taken in the Church Standing Committee meetings collectively, he added.

“Therefore, there is a dire necessity now to raise our voice more strongly to challenge the caste hegemony that persists in the Church visibly and invisibly and to highlight our demands,” Thomas said.

A writ petition (180/ 2004) is filed praying for the deletion of Presidential order 1950 paragraph 3 by the Centre for Public interest Litigation in the Supreme Court for 16 years. But it is not known to many people.

“We need to seek the help of the overseas journalists to highlight our issues to the Vatican. We also have to seek the help of the Blacks who have created an impact worldwide,” says Gouthaman who practices law at the Supreme Court of India.

“We condemn the caste discrimination within the Catholic Church in India. If the Vatican is not in a position to grant justice by condemning the Indian Catholic Church setup, we urge the Pope to announce a separate Indigenous Dalit Rite or Dalit Church which could be separated from the racist, casteist and practices linked to discriminations in Indian Church,” said Gouthaman.

BACKGROUND, CHRONOLOGICALLY REVERSE
Indian Christians demand equality for Dalits
Dalit Liberation Sunday calls for an end to discrimination and recalls 2008 violence in Kandhamal

https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-christians-demand-equality-for-dalits/83849
Rita Joseph, New Delhi, November 13, 2018
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A poster prepared for the observance of Dalit Liberation Sunday on Nov. 11. Since 2007, India's Protestants and Catholics have dedicated the second Sunday of November to stress the equality of Christians of lower-caste origins.
India's Catholics and Protestants jointly observed Nov. 11 as Dalit Liberation Sunday with liturgy and activities urging an end to discrimination suffered by people of lower-caste origins within the church and society.
Bishop Sarat Chandra Nayak, chairman of the Indian bishops' office for people of socially poor castes and tribes, asked people to remember the 100 poor Christians killed in anti-Christian violence in Odisha state's Kandhamal 10 years ago.

The observation is a "call to the whole Christian community to renew our faith, to awaken our consciousness to be the voice of the voiceless and to stand with vulnerable Dalits in society," he said in his message.

Since 2007, the National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) — a forum of Protestant and Orthodox churches — and the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India have observed the second Sunday of November as the day to celebrate Christians from Dalit groups.

The Sanskrit word Dalit, meaning trampled upon, is used to denote people belonging to former untouchable castes considered outside India's four-tier caste system. Although untouchability was abolished in 1950, Dalit leaders say social discrimination continues in several forms.

Hundreds of Dalit people joined Christianity to escape the rigid caste system and they are estimated to number some 30 percent of India's 27 million Christians. Together with tribal people, who also form about 30 percent, these socially and economically poor groups constitute the majority of Indian Christians.
Dalit Liberation Sunday aims to bring people's attention to discrimination against Christian Dalit people, both within the church and society, Bishop Nayak said.

Dalit leaders say their people are not included in most church decision-making bodies and face discrimination by being given separate parishes, feasts and localities, including exclusive spaces for them in churches and even some cemeteries.

NCCI general secretary Roger Gaikwad said the injustice of the caste system continues. "One keeps hearing stories of Dalits being denied access to well water, entry into temples, quality education and basic healthcare and employment opportunities. Women are being raped and Dalit men murdered."

National Crime Records Bureau data showed that the number of crimes reported against Dalits rose from 38,670 in 2015 to 40,801 in 2016.
Dalit people often face violence. Bishop Nayak said the anti-Christian violence in Kandhamal in 2008 was an expression of social intolerance against the empowerment of Dalits.

"They were very poor Dalits and tribals who were simply massacred. We cannot forget their witness of faith," the bishop said.

The ecumenical observance had as its theme, "As for Me and My Household, We will serve the Lord," taken from the Book of Joshua. It was also the theme of the 10th anniversary observance of anti-Christian violence in Kandhamal.

In New Delhi, Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, secretary-general of the bishops' conference, joined several prelates for a liturgy remembering the Dalit people through its readings, homily and prayers.

Two visiting African priests from the Nyeri Archdiocese in Kenya were among the concelebrants.

Father Z. Devasagayaraj, secretary of the bishops' office for Dalit and tribal people, told ucanews.com that discrimination against Dalit people is an issue for the whole Catholic Church and all churches in India.

He said parishes across India adapted the Sunday liturgy with a focus on Dalit rights and the discrimination they face in India.

Bishop Mascarenhas said the day is "important for us because at least once in a year we think of the Dalits in a more focused way. The one remembrance should last throughout the year."

Pradip Bansrior, executive secretary of the NCCI office for Dalits and tribal people, told ucanews.com that "the concerns of Dalit people are an issue challenging the core of our faith and Gospel."

Indian Church misses red hat again, Dalit plea ignored

https://mattersindia.com/2018/05/indian-church-misses-red-hat-again-dalit-plea-ignored/ 
Jose Kavi, New Delhi, May 21, 2018

No Indian has found a place among the 14 new cardinals Pope Francis announced on May 20.
The pontiff seems to have ignored pleas for a cardinal from the Dalit Catholics of India, who form at least 60 percent of the Church members in the country.

Pope Francis, who has been creating cardinals from smaller and “frontier” nations since becoming the pontiff in 2013, may have skipped India all these five years because it now has four cardinals with rights to vote in a papal election.

The Pope has not nominated new cardinal from two other major Catholic countries in Asia — Indonesia and the Philippines.

The Indian Catholics can find consolation that Churches in their neighborhood have cardinals, the latest being Archbishop Joseph Coutts of Karachi, Pakistan. Two years earlier, Pope Francis made cardinals from Bangladesh and Myanmar. Sri Lanka has Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, Archbishop of Colombo.

Among the Indian cardinals, the oldest is Telesphore Toppo, Archbishop of Ranchi, whom Pope John Paul II made the first tribal cardinal from Asia in 2003. He is now 78.

The other three were nominated by Pope Benedict XVI — Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, in 2007, and in 2012 George Alencherry, head of the Syro-Malabar Church, and Baselios Cleemis, head of the Syro-Malankara Church. While Cardinals Alencherry and Gracias are 73, Cleemis is only 58 years old.

Although the Church in India traces its roots to Saint Thomas the Apostle who is believed to have arrived on the Kerala coast on 52 AD, it had to wait 19 centuries to get its first cardinal. Pope Pius XII created history in 1953 when he nominated Archbishop Valerian Gracias of Bombay as the first cardinal from India.

Since then, 12 Indians have become cardinals, including the four now living.

The country got its second cardinal 16 years later: Joseph Parecattil, Archbishop of Ernakulam Syro-Malabar Church. Jesuit Archbishop Lawrence Picachy of Calcutta became the third Indian cardinal in 1976. The fourth was Archbishop Simon Lourdusamy of Bangalore, in 1983.

Five years later in 1988, India got two cardinals – Archbishops Simon Pimenta of Bombay and Antony Padiyara of Ernakulam. The country then waited for 13 years to get two more cardinals – Ivan Dias of Bombay and Varkey Vithayathil of Ernakulam.

Observers of the India Church find it curious that Delhi, the national capital, never had a cardinal. There was strong rumor of Archbishop Alan de Lastic of Delhi becoming a cardinal. However, the Eurasian prelate, who was born in Myanmar (then Burma), was killed in a road accident on June 20, 2000, in Poland, when he was 70.

The cardinals from India have represented various communities in the Indian Church — Goan, East Indian, Eurasian, Syro-Malabar, Syro-Malankara, Tamil and tribal, but none from Dalits, who form nearly two thirds of Christians in the country.

People such as Father A Maria Arul Raja, a professor of Religious Studies at the Jesuit Theology Centre in Chennai, say it was time the Church in India had a cardinal from the Dalit community. Even tribal people, who form 5 percent of Christians in India, have a cardinal.

Father Raja says a Dalit a cardinal would elevate one of the most socially suppressed communities in India. Dalit means “trampled upon” or “broken open” in Sanskrit and denotes people formerly known as untouchables in India’s multi-tiered caste system.

A Dalit cardinal would be “a symbolic gesture to affirm the dignity and rights of the community that has lived in the sub-human condition imposed by the caste system on the community for centuries, Father Raja told Matters India in February after addressing the Indian bishops’ last plenary.

A Dalit cardinal will highlight injustice done to the community in society as well in the Church. “It will be powerful witness to Jesus who took a strong choice for the poor, outcasts, socially excluded,” the priest added.

However, it is the prerogative of the Pope to appoint church leaders as cardinals, he acknowledged.

Another social activist Father Ajaya Kumar Singh too agreed with Father Raja. The Cuttack-Bhubaneswar archdiocesan priest says a Dalit cardinal is overdue.

“Empowerment means being part of governance and decision-making process. Dalits are worst represented in the Catholic Church. They suffer from multiple vulnerabilities. Their representation would give an inclusive, positive and humane face to the church,” Father Singh told Matters India.

Jesuit Father AXJ Bosco, coordinator of the United Front for Dalit Christian Rights, also supports a Dalit cardinal. “If Dalits have to be empowered, they must assume leadership,” he told Matters India.

According to him, leadership in the Catholic Church is with the hierarchy. “Although 65 percent of the Catholics are Dalits, not even 8 percent of the bishops are Dalits; 12 out of 183. Unfortunately, the oppressive caste system, a social evil, dominates the hierarchy and the Church,” Father Bosco regrets.

Jesuit scholar calls for Dalit cardinal
https://mattersindia.com/2018/02/jesuit-scholar-calls-for-dalit-cardinal/ 
New Delhi, February 10, 2018

It is time the Church in India had a cardinal from the Dalit community, says a Jesuit scholar.
It will be a great recognition for Dalits who form more than 60 percent of Christians in the country, says Father A. Maria Arul Raja, a professor of Religious Studies at the Jesuit Theology Centre in Chennai.

The priest spoke to Matters India after addressing more than 200 bishops who represent 174 dioceses in the country at the biennial plenary in Bengaluru, southern India. He spoke about the Church and Dalits.

According to him, a Dalit a cardinal would elevate one of the most socially suppressed communities. It would be a symbolic gesture to affirm the dignity and rights of the community that has lived in “the sub-human condition imposed by the caste system on the community for centuries,” said Father Raja.

India has 13 cardinals so far starting with Cardinal Valerian Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, in 1953. They have represented various communities in the Indian Church: Goan, East Indian, Eurasian, Syro-Malabar, Syro-Malankara, Eurasian, Tamil and Tribal.

Father Raja says a Dalit cardinal will give visibility to the community and highlight injustice done to them in society as well in the Church. “It will be powerful witness to Jesus who took a strong choice for the poor, outcasts, socially excluded, the priest said.

The gesture of appointing a Dalit cardinal will portray the Church “as it should be:” the Church of the poor, the discriminated and the socially excluded. It will encourage the community to oppose injustice, share resources and inspire leaders in the Church, Father Raja explained.

However, it is the prerogative of the Pope to appoint church leaders as cardinals, he acknowledged.

Another social activist Father Ajaya Kumar Singh too agreed with Father Raja. The Cuttack-Bhubaneswar archdiocesan priest says a Dalit cardinal overdue.

“Empowerment means being part of governance and decision-making process. Dalits are worst represented in the Catholic Church. They suffer from multiple vulnerabilities. Their representation would give an inclusive, positive and humane face to the church,” Father Singh told Matters India.

The priest also believes a Dalit cardinal would “enhance the image, reputation and credibility of the Catholic Church and prove that it is for those on the margins.”

Dalits are seen as on the margins although they outnumber others in the Church. “The Dalit cardinal’s appointment could be a course correction for historical injuries and injustice done to the communities over centuries,” he added.

Jesuit Father AXJ Bosco, coordinator of the United Front for Dalit Christian Rights, also supports a Dalit cardinal. “If Dalits have to be empowered, they must assume leadership,” he told Matters India.

According to him, leadership in the Catholic Church is with the hierarchy. “Although 65 percent of the Catholics are Dalits, not even 8 percent of the bishops are Dalits; 12 out of 183. Unfortunately, the oppressive caste system, a social evil, dominates the Hierarchy and the Church,” Father Bosco regretted.

Dalit means “trampled upon” or “broken open” in Sanskrit and denotes people formerly known as untouchables in India’s multi-tiered caste system.

The government introduced free education and a quota in government jobs for Hindu Dalits in 1956 to improve their social status. While the same statutory rights were later extended to Buddhist and Sikh Dalits, the demand for equal rights for Christian Dalits has been rejected by successive governments in India.

Catholic religious told to rebel against oppression, marginalization
https://mattersindia.com/2017/02/catholic-religious-told-to-rebel-against-oppression-marginalization/
Chennai February 22, 2017

A group of progressive Catholic priests and nuns has chalked out an 18-program to end oppression and marginalization of the poor, especially the Dalit.
The Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace, called FORUM, that met at Chennai February 17-19 has urged Catholic priests and nuns to follow Christ’s example and rebel against unjust social structures and work toward an egalitarian society.

The forum ended the meet with a statement on sensitization of caste discrimination and building inclusive communities based on the Constitution of India.

Chennai: We, 68 members of the Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace (FORUM), belonging to 34 Religious Congregations from 14 states of India and a few of our associates, gathered at Dhyana Ashram, Chennai from February 17 to 19, 2017, to reflect together on the theme: ‘Sensitization of Caste Discrimination and Building Inclusive Communities Based on the Constitution of India’.

Every sixth Indian is a Dalit. Caste hierarchy is destructive, discriminative and oppressive over the Dalits and all the more on Dalit women. We have understood that after 70 years of independence, the caste conflict–ridden situation of our country has worsened and the cruelty of untouchability and the dehumanizing atrocities against Dalits are on the rise.

We sought to identify some aspects of the dynamic process of experiencing a sense of liberation of the Dalit-self and the Dalit-community amidst their struggles. We listened to eminent Dalit speakers on topics such as ‘Ways and means for Dalit Empowerment in the present socio-economic political scenario’, ‘Tackling Dalit Discrimination within the Indian Church’ and ‘Caste Discrimination from a Woman’s Perspective”.

We listened to the personal experience of different resource persons and panelists, especially Dalit women, who struggled hard against the immorality of casteism. As Religious with a prophetic mission, we cannot be neutral, but we need to take sides as the God of the Bible and Jesus, who always took the side of the marginalized.

We realize that to be a Dalit is not to be broken. The call of a Dalit is neither life-defeating, nor life-negating but life-promoting and life-affirming. In the grueling and compelling situation of discriminations and atrocities, the response of a Dalit is to rebel for liberation, and to create an inclusive society.

The vocation of every Religious is also to rebel as the prophets of the Bible and the modern day prophets did. Jesus’ discourses especially the Sermon on the Mount were declarations of his rebellion against oppression and marginalization of the poor. His life consisted of acts of rebellion. He proved that to rebel is to make a self-giving and life-giving act which results in liberation.

Having discussed and deliberated on these issues, we commit ourselves to the following:
1. We shall stand in solidarity with the Dalits in essentially claiming for their rights, in helping them to affirm, assert and proudly accept that they are Dalits.
2. We realize that primarily as members of the Church, we need to put our home in order, by becoming aware of the injustice we do to the Dalits and find ways to eradicate those injustices.
3. We shall educate ourselves in the Constitutional and legal rights and spread the egalitarian spirit of the Indian Constitution across all peoples of India.
4. We shall organize workshops and seminars on Introduction to the Indian Constitution which shall include primarily, modules on the Preamble and Fundamental Rights and Duties enshrined in the Constitution. We shall take concerted efforts to disseminate Constitutional values in the schools.
5. We shall have networking with other organisations to build platforms to discuss and to promote constitutional values.
6. We shall promote and persuade authorities of educational institutions to give admission to Dalits in equitable proportion without any discrimination and accompany them.
7. We shall promote inter-caste and inter-rite marriages in our dioceses.
8. We shall empower the Dalits to refuse to accept caste based occupations.
9. We shall give away caste-surnames and shall encourage others to do the same so as to build an inclusive Indian nation.
10. We shall do an in-depth study of ‘The Policy of Dalit Empowerment in the Catholic Church in India – Ethical Imperative to build Inclusive Communities’ published by CBCI. We recommend that similar study be done by various Church organizations at all levels and the policy be implemented in its true spirit.
11. With sufficient preparation of the entire Christian community during the season of Lent, we shall honor the Risen Lord by communitarian-social actualization of the baptismal promise so that we become a genuine and authentic Christian community of equals without any kind of barriers or discriminatory practices.
12. We shall make concerted efforts to recruit vocations to Religious life and priesthood from the Dalit Catholic communities.
13. We shall generate awareness among all sections of the Christian community and disseminate truthful information in view of educating both the leadership and the community on Dalit issues. For this we shall form a committee of theologians to work out a syllabus about caste in the Church and the urgency to eliminate its practice in any form in any sector. Every seminary and formation house in India should have this project.
14. We shall persuade concerned authorities to introduce and continue courses on Dalit Theology and Spirituality in seminaries and Religious formation houses.
15. We recommend our parish and pastoral councils to give adequate representation to Dalits in proportion to their number in order to give them decision-making power so that we shall have Dalit empowered Church.
16. We shall request national, regional and local CRI units to organize seminars and workshops on building inclusive communities in view of preventing caste-discrimination.

17. We shall request the diocesan and religious organizations to allot financial and human resources for educating the Dalits for higher studies and prepare them for UPSC and PSC (IAS, IPS, IFS etc.) examinations and to build inclusive communities for the empowerment of the marginalized groups.
18. Ownership of land is an important factor for the dignity and self-esteem of the Dalits. For this we shall launch campaign and advocacy programs in order to pressurize the government for distribution of land to the Dalit households.

Following Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar, we stand in solidarity with the Dalits to educate, organize and agitate in collaboration with all organizations and movements committed to the empowerment of the marginalized groups.

For Forum of Religious for Justice and Peace
Jacob Peenikaparambil CMI, National Convener
Manju Kulapuram SCSC, National Executive Secretary
19.02.2016

Church in India adopts a new policy towards the Dalits

https://mattersindia.com/2016/12/church-in-india-adopts-a-new-policy-towards-the-dalits/ 
Jose Kavi, New Delhi, December 15, 2016
The Indian Catholic Church has released a policy to build a truly inclusive community as an ethical imperative.
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) on November 13 promulgated the new policy of inclusion, support and development of Dalits (former untouchables), the poorest and marginalized sectors of Indian society.

The document was presented by Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, President of the Conference, Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, secretary general of the Conference, Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara and other dignitaries where it was explained that this policy aims to be a step forward, to “eradicate the practices of untouchability and caste discrimination at all levels, improving the living conditions of the Dalits and especially accompanying the Dalit Christians who seek constitutional protection and justice from the state”.

“The Catholic Church has been working for the development of Dalits for many years through social development programs and education. Now through the new policy for the Dalits in India, the Church wants to dedicate itself to them through a more systematic approach”, explained to Fides Fr. Zackarias Devasagayaraj, CBCI Office Secretary who takes care of the pastoral care for the Dalits.

“Our hope is that this new approach changes the lives of many Dalit communities in the Catholic Church. We hope to show civil society a new mentality and a new way to consider the poor and marginalized such as the Dalits”, he added.

The 44-page document, titled ‘Policy of Dalit Empowerment in the Catholic Church in India’, asks the 171 dioceses to submit long and short-term plans within a year to end all kinds of discrimination against Dalit Christians.

“If there are dual practices based on caste discrimination, such practices should be stopped forthwith. In case of failure to do so, stringent measures should be taken by the Church authority concerned,” says the document.

Cardinal Cleemis told The Indian Express: “It’s a revolutionary step. We are admitting that it’s a grave social sin, an issue and a problem. It’s a sin, if you are going by the Christian spirit. This is a step to end the practice of discrimination within the church. It’s a message as well as an introspection.”

Criticising the Supreme Court judgment that there was no evidence that Dalit Christians remain as socially and economically backward as Dalit Hindus after conversion, the policy document contests that this position is against Article 15 (1) of the Constitution that prohibits discrimination based on religion.

In the document, the CBCI asks all dioceses to abolish “any practices of untouchability, discrimination and exclusion, especially in places of worship and burial grounds”. It also demands that special attention be given at all levels for the promotion of Dalit Christians within the establishment, ensuring proportionate representation in church bodies and parish councils, and participation of women from the section in decision-making bodies.

It adds, however, that there have been some positive changes and “more acceptance of the rights and dignity of Dalits at least at the ideological and theoretical level” due to various efforts made by the Church and Dalit outfits.

Father Ajaya Kumar Singh, a social activist and director of the “Forum for Social Action of Orissa”, told Fides News Agency, “It is a historic initiative of the Church in India today.

It is a milestone to resolve the issue of Dalits in India. Almost 65% of the Indian Catholic community is made up of Dalits. A policy to facilitate their inclusion in all spheres of society and to ensure them a dignified life is essential”. “I am sure that in this way the Dalits will be able to recover their own space. We hope with all our heart to put an end to caste practices in the Church and in society. I hope this document represents a light for the community”, he says.

The Dalits in India, often victims of oppression, belong to the former caste of “untouchables” in the Hindu caste system. It is estimated that more than half of the 25 million Christians in India are Dalits.

Indian bishops work on Dalit policy

https://mattersindia.com/2015/12/indian-bishops-work-on-dalit-policy/ 
Jose Kavi, New Delhi, December 27, 2015
The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) is preparing a policy for Dalits.
A committee of bishops has almost completed a draft policy to present at the next CBCI biennial plenary in March 2016, says Fr. Z. Devasagaya Raj, secretary of the CBCI Office that deals with Dalit and Backward Caste groups.

The decision to prepare a CBCI Policy for Dalits was approved at the 126th meeting of the CBCI Standing Committee held at St. John’s, Bangalore, September 23-25.

Father Raj says the committee is preparing the policy after reviewing programs and activities that dioceses, regions, congregations and Church centers have introduced for the integral development of the Dalit Christians.

As part of preparing the policy, the CBCI office has sent to all bishops in India a questionnaire to gather information about best practices for Dalit emancipation. These details will be narrated under the proposed topic ‘Journey of CBCI in empowering the Dalits’. The draft policy will mention dioceses and congregations with best examples of Dalit practices.

An estimated 60 to 70 percent of Christians in India belong to Dalit communities.

Dalit Christians in India file complaint with UN against the Vatican
Accuse Church of rampant caste-based discrimination

https://www.ucanews.com/news/dalit-christians-in-india-file-complaint-with-un-against-the-vatican/73861 
Ritu Sharma, New Delhi, June 29, 2015

Christian Dalits in India filed a complaint on Tuesday with the United Nations accusing the Holy See of not doing enough to curb discrimination faced by “untouchables” within the Catholic Church.
A delegation of 22 people from the Dalit Christian Liberation Movement (DCLM) and Viduthalai Tamil Puligal Katchi (a collective of human rights activists) submitted the complaint at the UN Information Centre for India and Bhutan in Delhi.

“We have submitted seven copies of the complaint to Rajeev Chandran, assistant director of the UN Centre in New Delhi addressed to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and different human rights organizations,” Mary John, president of the DCLM, told ucanews.com.

The complaint accuses the Vatican and the Indian Catholic Church leadership of caste-based discrimination “by way of allowing it directly and indirectly in their spiritual, educational and administrative places”.

The delegation asked the UN and other organizations to urge the Holy See to eradicate the caste discriminatory practices and to withdraw the Permanent Observer position of the Holy See in the UN if the Vatican does not take the necessary steps.

Dalits, or untouchables, are the lowest caste within Hindu society. Huge numbers of Dalits have converted to Christianity and Islam over the decades, though in reality the religions offer limited protection from societal prejudice.

“The discrimination against Dalit Christians in the Catholic Church is a human rights issue and it would be right if we approach the UN to find a solution to it,” John said.

Kudanthai Arasan, president of the Viduthalai Tamil Puligal Katchi, said Dalit Christians routinely face discrimination in their daily life.

“There are separate cemeteries for Dalit Christians. Even in the church there are separate seating arrangements for those from the Dalit community and others. The festival choir processions do not enter the streets where Dalit Christians live,” he said, adding that in some churches even the dead body of a Dalit Christian is not allowed inside for funeral Mass.

While Dalit Christians form 70 percent of the total Catholic population in India, said John, their representation in the Church leadership is only 4-5 percent.

He added that Dalits are not recruited for the priesthood and are rarely permitted to be appointed as bishops.

Out of about 200 active bishops in India, only nine are from the Dalit community.

“We have raised our voice time and again to end this practice in the Indian Church, but our pleas have been falling on deaf ears,” he added.

The Dalit Christians also blamed the top bishops’ body in India — the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) — for not pursuing the issue with the Holy See.

“They do not take our case seriously to the Vatican. The CBCI has come out with declarations terming caste-ism as [a] sin but they themselves are practicing it,” John said.

However, Fr Joseph Chinnayyan, CBCI deputy secretary general, told ucanews.com that the organization has never received any complaint of discrimination against Dalits in the Catholic Church in the past.

He said that as far as the Dalit Christians’ complaint about the issue to the UN is concerned, “we are not aware of any such complaint and will only respond once we receive any communication about it”.

Not even the Church escapes India's caste system
Acknowledging discrimination can make us better Catholics

https://www.ucanews.com/news/not-even-the-church-escapes-indias-caste-system/69231
Ivan Fernandes, Hyderabad, September 10, 2013
It is traditionally believed that the caste system has been in existence virtually as long as humanity. However, a recent study on genetics carried out by the Harvard Medical School and the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology in Hyderabad shows otherwise. 
Results published in early August in the American Journal of Human Genetics reveal that a major population mixture existed in the sub-continent between 4,200 and 1,900 years ago. After that, mixing became rare because of people marrying only within closely related groups – giving rise to the present day caste system.

So the caste system is not as old as we think, having only been (relatively) recently established in Indian history.

But is it enough for us Indians to be rid of this social condition? Apparently not – so ingrained is the caste system in our psyche in dividing us into separate groups based on birth, and not who we are or what we achieve.

Although the caste system may have its roots in Hinduism, no one is exempt – not even Christians, Muslims, Sikhs or Buddhists whose religions are based on equality.

That is why I feel compelled to put out a disclaimer that I am neither for nor against this or that caste. I simply want to think aloud as to how I can live and understand my Catholic life within this culture.

The caste system as it is today is akin to racial discrimination. If the caste system were not based on varna then we Indians would be living in a less discriminatory society.

The four-tier caste system is called varna vyavastha, and varna in Sanskrit, Hinduism’s liturgical language, means color of the skin. The fair-skinned Aryans from central Asia who invaded the subcontinent needed to differentiate themselves from the darker skinned locals and so instituted the caste system whereby the fair complexioned were preferred and associated with the high castes -- Brahmins (priests, teachers), Kshatriyas (kings, warriors) and Vaishyas (merchants, artisans). The Sudras (laborers, peasants) make up the lowest caste.

Those not born into these four castes were the outcasts (formerly Untouchables) who are now called Dalits, a Sanskrit term meaning "trampled upon."

Over time, these groupings degenerated into rigid sections and people in them were denied any form of upward social mobility.

The Sudras and Dalits became the target of disempowerment, oppression and persecution. Lynching, rape, honor killings, segregation, being forced to carry and eat excrement are only some of the atrocities heaped upon them for no reason other than that they were born into these communities.

This is quite contrary to what the Bhagavad Gita, the jewel of Hindu scripture, teaches.

A person’s worth is determined by the inherent qualities that mark one’s conduct in life and not because of birth, sacrament or learning, the Gita says.

The Indian constitution abolished caste discrimination but so systemic was the problem that parliament enacted the Untouchability Offences Act 1955, which in 1976 become the Protection of Civil Rights Act that made “untouchability” because of religious sanction a punishable offence. Even this did not help and so a more punitive Scheduled Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989 was legislated to prevent atrocities against these communities. The term “Scheduled Caste” is an administrative concept.

This has not deterred caste discrimination from sometimes being a central influence within the Catholic Church. In my travels around India, I have seen it among congregations and even among priests. I have seen separate graveyards for lower caste Catholics who when alive were relegated to the back corners of the church. A priest once told me he wished he had tweezers to distribute communion to those from back of the church, lest he be contaminated.

Since discrimination because of caste is against the fundamental teachings of Christ and yet exists within our Church, one has to ask how we as Catholics handle it. What impact does it have on our faith?

First, we must acknowledge that it exists not just as an academic exercise but also as part of our lives. This can make us better Catholics by tuning us to be extra sensitive in fighting discrimination and injustice and not succumbing to it either by commission or by omission. Failing to do so will only negate the message of Christ’s love for all, especially the weak and marginalized. If we are to adhere to His message, we must recognize the incarnation of God becoming man and revealing himself through such people.

Unfortunately, even within the Church leadership, discriminatory practices against Dalits still continue. Of the 24 million Christians in the country, Dalits constitute about 16 million and yet their representation within the Church administration is not more than 10 percent. Telling isn’t it?

As an institution, the Church is aware of the problem. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has since 1986 had an Office for Scheduled Castes/Backward Classes and a Committee for Tribal Affairs for the overall development of Dalits, Tribals and backward classes.

The Student Christian Movement of India, the All India Catholic University Federation and the National Council of Churches in India even prepare special texts to highlight the injustices of the caste system during the annual Octave of Christian Unity. The signs of visible unity, they write, cannot be disassociated from the dismantling of the caste system.
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