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Decentralize all things (except the Church)
http://ericsammons.com/decentralize-all-the-things-wait-even-the-church/    
By Eric Sammons, November 16, 2015
I’m a big fan of decentralization. It is the key ingredient that makes me excited about technologies like the Internet and Bitcoin, and it also is why I’m not a fan of big government solutions to just about anything. I believe that decentralization allows the best people to be put to the best use in ways that are best for us. Having central control usually leads to inefficiencies, incompetence, and corruption.

But I’m also a member of the Catholic Church, probably the most centralized organization on the planet. Recently, there has been talk of the Pope wanting to decentralize the Church* in some aspects, leaving more decision-making to National Bishops’ Conferences or even individual bishops. With my preference for decentralization, one might assume that I would be in favor of this. Well, yes and no.

A lot of people don’t realize that within the Catholic Church there are actually over 20 distinct churches. All of them, except one, are generally classified as “Eastern Catholic churches” and, at least in theory, are able to self-govern in many ways. However, the one exception is the Latin, or Roman, church, which makes up over 97% of all Catholics in the world. So although in theory there is already some decentralization within the Church, in practice it doesn’t really exist.

But the witness of the Eastern Catholic churches (which mostly originated with Eastern Orthodox churches) is an important one, for it shows that a more decentralized form of church governance is at least possible while maintaining doctrinal purity.

Personally, I am attracted to the Eastern form of governance, and would like to see in some ways that form influence how the Roman Catholic Church operates. I have never liked the view that bishops are just local representatives of the Pope – basically middle-managers whose sole task is to follow directives from Rome. Instead, bishops should be regarded as the true head of their local church (diocese), with almost-absolute power over administrative and disciplinary measures in their church. I think this model is more in keeping with early Church practices, and is theologically more sound.

Yet this decentralization can only go so far before the Universal Church is no longer truly universal. There must be a unifying core of teachings and beliefs that keeps all the local churches together. And this is where the Pope comes in. His job is to maintain the teachings of the Church as they have been handed on since the time of Christ. He does not invent new teachings, nor does he have the power to change them. He is a steward of the King, not the King himself. But the papacy is vital to a unified Church, for it is the unifying factor that all local churches must be in communion with.

I’m also skeptical of decentralization of the Church because of the motives of some of those who are pushing for it. Are they wanting to cut down on bureaucracy? Or make the Gospel more attractive to their local cultures? Or do they just want to be able to shrug off sin so they will be liked at all the right parties, and still be able to collect the Church Tax? (I’m looking at you, German bishops). Is the call for decentralization to draw the culture to the Church, or is it to make the Church more like the prevailing culture? It seems to me that the answer is the latter.

But doesn’t centralization in the Church lead to inefficiencies, incompetence, and corruption, as it does everywhere else? Well, yes, it does. Anyone with even a slight knowledge of Church history (and Church present) sees this clearly. Yet the difference is that the Church does have the protection of the Holy Spirit, so that even when things look grim (as they often do in this fallen world), we can be assured that the gates of hell will not prevail against the Church. The Church can be inefficient, incompetent and even corrupt, but what it can’t be is unfaithful to the Deposit of Faith handed on to us from Christ and the apostles. Any decentralization which would put that Deposit in question should be rejected as contrary to the Gospel.

In the end, I’m a strong proponent of decentralization when it comes to politics, finances, and other purely human endeavors. But when it comes to the divine teachings of the Catholic Church, I’ll take my centralization even with all its problems, thank you very much.

*Breaking down the decentralization debate at the 2015 Synod of Bishops
http://www.cruxnow.com/church/2015/10/19/breaking-down-the-decentralization-debate-at-the-2015-synod-of-bishops/
By John L. Allen Jr, Editor, Crux, Rome, October 19, 2015 
Prussian military theorist Carl von Clausewitz famously said that war is the “continuation of politics by other means.” In similar fashion, one could say that a mounting debate at the 2015 Synod of Bishops on the family over decentralization is the continuation of arguments over the “Kasper proposal” under another guise.
Named for German Cardinal Walter Kasper, the proposal would allow some divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to return to Communion. It generated both strong support and strong opposition at the synod last year, and although it’s really only coming into focus this week, those divisions appear to run through the current summit as well.

This year’s synod, which ends Sunday, is entering the home stretch, with bishops scheduled to take up the most contentious issues, including the Kasper proposal.

Perhaps despairing of finding consensus, some bishops have suggested allowing the question to be resolved at the level of national bishops’ conferences or local bishops.

That position may have gotten a boost over the weekend from a talk by Pope Francis on Saturday at an event commemorating the 50th anniversary of the Synod of Bishops, in which he called for greater reflection on “intermediate types of collegiality” — basically, code for decentralization.

Here are four thoughts on how the politics of the decentralization debate may play out.
The Kasper proposal was always about decentralization. Its advocates never foresaw blanket authorization for all divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to return to the sacraments. Instead, they floated the idea of providing permission for local bishops to handle such requests on a case-by-case basis. The motto offered last time by Cardinal Reinhard Marx of Germany was, “Not for everyone, and not for no one.”
If it’s left up to individual bishops, not everyone will handle it the same way. Some bishops would be more permissive than others, meaning that in effect, the Church would no longer have a universal policy. (In a sense that’s already the case, since some pastors quietly permit divorced and civilly remarried Catholics to take Communion anyway, but the Kasper proposal would formalize it.)

Phrasing the debate as a matter of decentralization, therefore, may not change a great deal, because both proponents and opponents of the Kasper proposal already saw it in those terms.

For some, there’s a lot at stake. It’s not clear that such reframing will convert many anti-Kasper votes for another reason: For opponents, the Communion ban isn’t just a disciplinary question or a matter of pastoral practice, but a doctrinal question tied to Church teaching both on marriage and on the Eucharist.

Most in that camp would therefore say that while many things might be better handled at the local level, doctrinal questions have to be resolved universally.

On the other hand, Archbishop Mark Coleridge of Brisbane, Australia, said in a Crux interview at the beginning of the synod that while he estimated opposition to the Kasper proposal to be a 65/35 majority inside the synod, framing it in terms of decentralization might bring some more people on board, perhaps resulting in a 50/50 split.

This week should provide greater clarity on whether that’s the case, or whether the break on decentralization would be roughly the same as on the Kasper proposal itself.
The debate over decentralization is a return to form. For most of the 50 years since the close of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), the greatest champions of collegiality have been liberals who saw the Vatican and the papacy as bastions of conservatism.

For exactly the same reason, tradition-minded Catholics always favored a strong papacy.

Yet since the election of Francis 2 1/2 years ago, it’s often worked the other way: Fans of what’s perceived as his more progressive approach have encouraged him to forge ahead, and accused bishops who seem ambivalent of disloyalty.

As Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York put it the other day in a Crux interview, it was as if the Gallicans — a historical reference to advocates of a “national church” — had suddenly become Ultramontanists, champions of strong papal leadership.

Many Catholic conservatives, meanwhile, seemed to embrace the case for local control.

During the synod, however, the tables have turned again.
It’s generally the anti-Kasper bishops insisting that this decision has to be made at the universal level, while advocates of change are talking about decentralization. In other words, the pro- and anti-decentralization forces now once again roughly parallel the divide between liberals and conservatives.

This could end with a juicy Pope Francis irony. The pope could decide to opt for decentralization, but do so in a highly centralized fashion. 

Many observers have already noted that while Francis favors collegiality, he’s hardly shy about using his authority when he believes the situation calls for it.

For instance, before the 2015 synod on the family began, many handicappers believed that one obvious compromise on the Kasper proposal was a reform in the system for granting annulments, a finding by a Church tribunal that a sacramental marriage never existed.

Francis, however, took that issue off the table by issuing his own annulment reform — simplifying and speeding up the process — before the synod even began.

Although it’s anyone’s guess as to how Francis ultimately will resolve the question of divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, it’s theoretically possible that he could decide to allow local bishops or bishops’ conferences to handle it, even if a majority of bishops at this synod have reservations.
If that’s indeed the way things work out, theologians and ecclesiologists would have a new thought exercise for their graduate seminars: Would that be a breakthrough for collegiality, or a classic example of strong papal authority?

Perhaps, it could be both. In any event, the conundrum offers a reminder of a point that one dares not forget about the 2015 synod: Its drama doesn’t end next Sunday with the closing Mass.

It only begins, as the bishops go home and Francis starts to make decisions.
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QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 54-PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR MADE DIRECTOR OF L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO ARGENTINA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_54-PRESBYTERIAN_PASTOR_MADE_DIRECTOR_OF_L’OSSERVATORE_ROMANO_ARGENTINA.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 55-BRUTAL DISMISSAL OF CARDINAL MULLER AS PREFECT OF THE CDF 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_55-BRUTAL_DISMISSAL_OF_CARDINAL_MULLER_AS_PREFECT_OF_THE_CDF.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 56-HELL BENT ON THE DESTRUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY (POLITICISATION/ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_56-HELL_BENT_ON_THE_DESTRUCTION_OF_CHRISTIANITY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 57-MORE NON-CATHOLIC EXPERTS ENTER THE VATICAN UNDER ARCHBISHOP PAGLIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_57-MORE_NON-CATHOLIC_EXPERTS_ENTER_THE_VATICAN_UNDER_ARCHBISHOP_PAGLIA.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 58-HIS NEW PONTIFICAL ACADEMY FOR DEATH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_58-HIS_NEW_PONTIFICAL_ACADEMY_FOR_DEATH.doc 
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 59-HERESY-GOD CANNOT BE GOD WITHOUT MAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_59-HERESY-GOD_CANNOT_BE_GOD_WITHOUT_MAN.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 60-RESHAPING THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS TO INFLUENCE THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_60-RESHAPING_THE_COLLEGE_OF_CARDINALS_TO_INFLUENCE_THE_FUTURE_OF_THE-CHURCH.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 61-CURIAL CARDINAL QUESTIONS POPE LEO XIII DECLARATION ON NULLITY OF ANGLICAN ORDERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_61-CURIAL_CARDINAL_QUESTIONS_POPE_LEO_XIII_DECLARATION_ON_NULLITY_OF_ANGLICAN_ORDERS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 62-CALLS HOMOEOPATHY A SCIENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_62-CALLS_HOMOEOPATHY_A_SCIENCE.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 63-DISTORTS SCRIPTURE TEACHES FALSE CATHOLIC ESCHATOLOGY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_63-DISTORTS_SCRIPTURE_TEACHES_FALSE_CATHOLIC_ESCHATOLOGY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 64-CLIMATE OF FEAR IN THE ROMAN CURIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_64-CLIMATE_OF_FEAR_IN_THE_ROMAN_CURIA.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 65-EXHORTS CATHOLIC YOUTH TO MAKE A MESS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_65-EXHORTS_CATHOLIC_YOUTH_TO_MAKE_A_MESS.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 66-THE RIGGING OF THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY CTD  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_66-THE_RIGGING_OF_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY_CTD.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 67-IN SWEDEN TO HONOUR HERETIC LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_67-IN_SWEDEN_TO_HONOUR_HERETIC_LUTHER_AND_THE_REFORMATION.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 68-CELEBRATES HERETIC LUTHER WITH STATUE AND POSTAL STAMP 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_68-CELEBRATES_HERETIC_LUTHER_WITH_STATUE_AND_POSTAL_STAMP.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 69-ECUMANIA IS THE NEW EVANGELIZATION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_69-ECUMANIA_IS_THE_NEW_EVANGELIZATION.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 70-ROMAN SQUARE NAMED AFTER ARCHHERESIARCH LUTHER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_70-ROMAN_SQUARE_NAMED_AFTER_ARCHHERESIARCH_LUTHER.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 71-SPREADING THE GOSPEL IS THE SAME AS MUSLIMS WAGING JIHAD 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_71-SPREADING_THE_GOSPEL_IS_THE_SAME_AS_MUSLIMS_WAGING_JIHAD.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 72-NOW ITS POPE FRANCIS NOT AGAINST THE OCCULT-NEW AGE ENNEAGRAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_72-NOW_ITS_POPE_FRANCIS_NOT_AGAINST_THE_OCCULT-NEW_AGE_ENNEAGRAM.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 73-THE POPE AND HIS NEW AGE HEALERS THERAPIES AND PERSONALITY TYPING DEVICES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_73-THE_POPE_AND_HIS_NEW_AGE_HEALERS_THERAPIES_AND_PERSONALITY_TYPING_DEVICES.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 74-STOKES CONTROVERSY ON WORDING OF THE LORDS PRAYER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_74-STOKES_CONTROVERSY_ON_WORDING_OF_THE_LORDS_PRAYER.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 75-HOMOSEXUAL FREEMASON POPE PAUL VI TO BE CANONIZED 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_75-HOMOSEXUAL_FREEMASON_POPE_PAUL_VI_TO_BE_CANONIZED.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 76-JESUS CHRIST MADE HIMSELF THE DEVIL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_76-JESUS_CHRIST_MADE_HIMSELF_THE_DEVIL.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 77-CHEAPENS SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_77-CHEAPENS_SACRAMENT_OF_MATRIMONY.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 78-CONDONING CONTRACEPTION IN DEFIANCE OF HUMANAE VITAE  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_78-CONDONING_CONTRACEPTION_IN_DEFIANCE_OF_HUMANAE_VITAE.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 79-AWARDS LEADING ABORTIONIST WITH PONTIFICAL HONOUR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_79-AWARDS_LEADING_ABORTIONIST_WITH_PONTIFICAL_HONOUR.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 80-CONFERRED 10TH DAN BLACK BELT ENDORSES TAEKWONDO 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_80-CONFERRED_10TH_DAN_BLACK_BELT_ENDORSES_TAEKWONDO.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 81-HONOURING MATA AMRITANANDAMAYI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_81-HONOURING_MATA_AMRITANANDAMAYI.doc
