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Priest defrocked by Pope ordained as bishop
https://mattersindia.com/2021/01/priest-defrocked-by-pope-ordained-as-bishop/                
Thiruvalla, Kerala, January 4, 2021 
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The Apostolic Catholic Church of India on January 4 ordained as a bishop Anand Muttungal, who was recently dismissed from priesthood by Pope Francis.
Muttungal’s episcopal ordination was held at Greek Orthodox Church in Thiruvalla, Kerala, according to a press release from Bishop Babu George of the Apostolic Catholic in India.

The new bishop will be in charge of the Church’s mission dioceses in India, the press release says.

Bishop Muttungal will be based at Bhopal, where he had earlier served as the spokesperson of the Catholic Church in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.

The ordination was presided over by Thomas Mar Osthathios, the Metropolitan of Kodungallur diocese. Others present were Bishop Sunny Abraham Panachamottil of the United Church of India and Bishop Babu George.

Bishop George welcomed the new prelate to the “Communion of Apostolic Catholic Church in India.”

Metropolitan Osthathios says the episcopal ordination is a call from God “to serve God and his people in the traditions and teachings of the Apostles strongly founded in the Holy Gospel.”

The press release quoted Bishop Muttungal as saying that he has been working the unity of Christians and interreligious harmony in India. “I will continue my mission,” he added.
He thanked God for his new mission that came to him “through the indirect work of Pope Francis and Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Roman Catholic Church of Bhopal.”

Muttungal had served as the Bhopal archdiocesan public relations officer for seven years first under Jesuit Archbishop Pascal Topno and then Archbishop Cornelio.

The 48-year-old activist priest had also acted as the spokesperson of the Catholic Church in Madhya Pradesh.

However in 2013, Muttungal had allegedly rebelled when he was removed from the post of public relation officer.

He filed a complaint that the prelate along with his vicar general Father V C Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father P J Johny had conspired to make him mentally unstable through slow poisoning. On February 7, 2013, a magistrate ordered the registering of a case against the three accused.

Announcing Muttungal’s dismissal from priesthood, his Archbishop wrote: “Now, with regret and pain I wish to formally communicate to everyone that by an official decree from our Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis, dated 22 October 2020, Anand Muttungal (Joseph M.T) of the Archdiocese of Bhopal, has been dismissed in poenam (penalty) from the clerical state and dispensed from all his clerical obligations, including that of celibacy.”

In 2020, Muttungal was released from a jail in Bhopal after 50 days. He was arrested on December 11, 2019, from his residence by the officials of Economic Offence Wing (EOW), a special branch of the state police dealing with economic offences.

He was later produced before a special court that remanded him to 15-day judicial custody. Muttungal was released from the jail after he furnished a bond of 50,000 rupees.

(The story was amended for better clarity and brevity)

Apostolic Catholic Church ordains Fr Anand Muttungal as Bishop
https://inquest.org.in/apostolic-catholic-church-ordains-fr-anand-muttungal-as-bishop/
Samuel Mathai, January 4, 2021 

The Apostolic Catholic Church of India ordained Fr Anand Muttungal as a Bishop on January 3, 2021. Muttungal’s episcopal ordination was held at Greek Orthodox Church in Thiruvalla, Kerala, according to a press release from Bishop Babu George of the Apostolic Catholic Church in India. The new bishop will be in-charge of the Church’s mission dioceses in India, the press release says.
Bishop Muttungal will be based at Bhopal. Earlier he had served as the spokesperson of the Roman Catholic Church in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.

Thomas Mar Osthathios, the Metropolitan of Kodungallur diocese presided over the ordination of Fr Muttungal. Others present were Bishop Sunny Abraham Panachamottil of the United Church of India and Bishop Babu George.

Bishop George welcomed the new prelate to the “Communion of Apostolic Catholic Church in India.”

Metropolitan Osthathios says the episcopal ordination is a call from God “to serve God and his people in the traditions and teachings of the Apostles strongly founded in the Holy Gospel.”

After his ordination Muttungal said that he has been working for the unity of Christians and interreligious harmony in India. “I will continue my mission,” he added.

He thanked God for his new mission that came to him “through the indirect work of Pope Francis and Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Roman Catholic Church of Bhopal.”

Archdiocesan PRO for 7 years
Muttungal had served as the Bhopal archdiocesan PRO for seven years under Jesuit Archbishop Pascal Topno and Archbishop Cornelio.

The 48-year-old activist priest had also been the spokesperson of the Catholic Church in Madhya Pradesh.
However in 2013, Muttungal had allegedly rebelled when he was removed from the post of public relation officer.

He filed a complaint that the prelate along with his vicar general Father VC Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father PJ Johny had conspired to make him mentally unstable through slow poisoning.

On February 7, 2013, a magistrate ordered the registering of a case against the three accused.
Archbishop Cornelio dismissed the allegations as baseless and said he suspected behavioral problems in the priest.

The prelate also said that he had consulted psychiatrists about the matter and they advised medicines. However, the plan was abandoned later as the priest began behaving normal, he added.
Indian Catholic priest defrocked by Pope for ‘gross abuse of clerical power’
https://inquest.org.in/indian-catholic-priest-defrocked-by-pope-for-gross-abuse-of-clerical-powers/
Samuel Mathai, November 27, 2020

An Indian Catholic priest has been defrocked by Pope Francis for alleged gross abuse of ecclesiastical powers and office. According to a statement issued by the Archbishop of Bhopal, Leo Cornelio on Thursday, Fr Anand Muttungal, an Indian Catholic priest based in Bhopal, has been dismissed from the clerical state and dispensed from all his clerical obligations, including that of celibacy.  
Announcing the Vatican decision, Archbishop Leo Cornelio said in the statement: “Now, with regret and pain I wish to formally communicate to everyone that by an official decree from our Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis, on October 22, 2020, Anand Muttungal (Joseph MT) of the Archdiocese of Bhopal, has been dismissed in poenam (penalty) from the clerical state and dispensed from all his clerical obligations including that of celibacy.”

No communication from Vatican: Muttungal
The Indian Catholic priest Muttungal, a former public relations officer of the Bhopal archdiocese and spokesperson of the Catholic Church, however, said he was unaware of his dismissal.

In a statement Fr Muttungal said: “I must say that till date I have no communication from Vatican.” He also maintained that he was not aware of the offense attributed to him that led to his dismissal.

Referring to a criminal case he had filed against archbishop Cornelio and two other priests from the archdiocese he said; “…authorities have been trying to get me to withdraw the criminal cases going on against them”.

Muttungal accused the Bhopal archbishop of “miss communicating to Vatican authorities and giving him no opportunity” to present his side.

Muttungal said: “Once I get the official communication from Vatican to this effect I will appeal against the order”. He asserted that he got to know about his dismissal only from media reports.

Muttungal’s claims ‘blatant lies’: Archbishop
However, the Bhopal Archbishop, Cornelio termed the claims of Anand Muttungal as “blatant lies”. He said that he had given enough opportunities to Muttungal to explain his stand on the charges. But he always tried to bypass them at his will.

“The Vatican conducts direct and indirect inquiries before taking such a drastic step like dismissal of a priest”, he said.

A team from Archdiocese went to his residence to communicate the Vatican order to him. The team urged him to receive the order copy, but he refused, the Archbishop said.

The Pope dismissed the former priest based on clinching evidences against him. Persistent disobedience and complete absence from Church activities for the past eight-years are among other charges, said the prelate.

However, he did not want to disclose all the details of the charges against him, as he has already been removed from the Indian Catholic priesthood.
“One thing is clear that he is no more a Catholic priest. He has now become a lay man and cannot exercise the power of a priest”, the Archbishop asserted.

‘No option to appeal’
The Archbishop said, Muttungal has no option to even appeal against the order, as it has come from the Pope.

“Earnestly prays that Muttungal may gracefully accept the decision of our Supreme Pontiff and make a positive turn in order to begin a new chapter in life,” he said.

Fr Muttungal in February 2013 had filed a criminal case against the Archbishop, his vicar general Father VC Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father PJ Johny, accusing them of conspiring to make him mentally insane through slow poisoning.

However, the Archbishop and the priests had denied the allegation. Since then, the case is pending for trial in a Bhopal trail court.

In December last, a Bhopal court had remanded Fr Muttungal to 50 days judicial custody. He was arrested in connection with an alleged financial misappropriation offence. He is now out on bail.
This is (quite obviously) NOT the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church of Rome!
The Apostolic Catholic Church in India
https://www.apostoliccatholicchurchinindia.com
It would be more fitting to quote I Corinthians 12:4-27, that "Our shared values are greater than our divergences . . . the ways we differ are far less than the ways we are alike. ...we all share Christ’s message." All our spirituality stems from the resurrection of Christ given to us through the Sacred Scripture, traditions of the Church and a sacramental and Biblical communion like that of Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. We hope to encompass this profound communion through the Sacramental Ministry of ordained and consecrated Ministers and lay apostolate.
The Apostolic Catholic Church is the communion of various churches and believers from various denominations and independent Churches.  We also promote communion of all believers of Christ along with a cordial and brotherly relation with followers of all religions as well. The Communion of Churches, Parishes and Dioceses shall be maintained through the Nomination of Animators to each Parish by the Diocesan Bishop and Apostolic Animator appointed to each diocese by the Apostolic Council of 12 through its Apostolic Administrator who shall be member of the  Apostolic Council of 12, the highest decision making body. The Head Office of the Apostolic Catholic Church Federation will be Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India.
It would be more fitting to quote I Corinthians 12:4-27, that "Our shared values are greater than our divergences . . . the ways we differ are far less than the ways we are alike. ...we all share Christ’s message." All our spirituality stems from the resurrection of Christ given to us through the Sacred Scripture, traditions of the Church and a sacramental and Biblical communion like that of Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. We hope to encompass this profound communion through the Sacramental Ministry of ordained and consecrated Ministers and lay apostolate.
The Apostolic Catholic Church is the communion of various churches and believers from various denominations and independent Churches. We also promote communion of all believers of Christ along with a cordial and brotherly relation with followers of all religions as well. The Communion of Churches, Parishes and Dioceses shall be maintained through the Nomination of Animators to each Parish by the Diocesan Bishop and Apostolic Animator appointed to each diocese by the Apostolic Council of 12 through its Apostolic Administrator who shall be member of the  Apostolic Council of 12, the highest decision making body. The Head Office of the Apostolic Catholic Church Federation will be Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh, India.
Our Churches
https://www.apostoliccatholicchurchinindia.com/our-churches
The Apostolic Catholic Church will develop full communion with Episcopal Churches in the world. The United Church of India and Metropolitan Diocese of Kodunganur, Greek Orthodox Church on 3rd January 2021 joined as the Churches in full communion with the Apostolic Catholic Church in India. 
Membership in the Apostolic Catholic Church
https://www.apostoliccatholicchurchinindia.com/membership 

The Christians belonging to any denomination that follows the Trinitarian Baptism can become member of the Apostolic Catholic Church. They can take up various ministries including ministerial priesthood at various levels. We will also be receiving Clergy from Other Christian Bodies
A.        Independent Churches without Apostolic Succession
1.        If a person ordained or licensed by another Christian Church not in apostolic succession of Bishops can apply to the Apostolic Catholic Church for Holy Orders. Upon the application two representatives of Apostolic Council of 12 shall interview said clergy, giving consideration to his knowledge of Scripture, theology, Church history, liturgy and practical pastoral experience.
 
2.        The Candidate having fulfilled the requirements of Candidacy, the Apostolic Council of 12 shall decide his ordination to clerical status.
3.        The persons who receive clerical ordinations if they wish they can continue be the member of their parent Church because, the Apostolic Catholic Church is a Federation of communion of communities i.e is it is an ecumenical communion of believers and Churches of various denominations.   
B.        Priests from Churches of Apostolic Succession
B 1.     If a person ordained in apostolic succession should apply to the Apostolic Catholic Church for Incardination, two representatives of Apostolic Council of 12 shall interview said clergy. If the Candidate has met the requirements for ordination, his orders shall be received.
B 2.     If the candidate has not met the requirements for incardination, he may be received as a Candidate and ordination shall be perform for him.
B 3.     The persons who are incardinated into the Apostolic Catholic Church, if they wish they can continue be the member of their parent Church because, the Apostolic Catholic Church is a Federation of communion of communities i.e. is it is an ecumenical communion of believers and Churches of various denominations. 
https://www.apostoliccatholicchurchinindia.com/sacramental-life4
7. Holy Orders - Priesthood
The Apostolic Catholic Church shall ordain and consecrate "men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty". It is the Sacrament through which the Church sets aside people for the special service of ministry to the Christian community. This sacramental act is called ordination and Consecration. There are three stages or three major orders in the ministry of the Church namely Deacon, Priest and Bishop. 
Celibacy shall be optional to all clerical status of life.
https://www.apostoliccatholicchurchinindia.com/contact 

Rt. Rev. Bishop Dr. Babu George,  Bishop House , PB No. 3, Pazhavangadi, Ranni, Pathanamthitta  - 689673 , Kerala
Rt. Rev. Sunny Abraham, Bishop's Ark, Golden Hill, Thiruvalla, Kerala, South India
 

Office of Bishop In-charge of Missions: Rt. Rev. Bishop Dr. Anand Muttungal, 38-Patrkar Colony, Link Road No. 3,
Bhopal - 462003, Madhya Pradesh, India
 
Contact Us: WhatsApp & Calling +918103555072
Email: apostoliccatholicchurch.in@gmail.com
Nowhere does their website say who physically founded this “church” and when, or detail the apostolic tradition they claim they belong to.
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