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What exactly is the “New Age”?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=1334
By Susan Brinkmann, August 26, 2011

IP asks: “I always hear the term ‘New Age’ especially in Music CD genre. I found out that I bought new age CD’s featuring Enya. Just what do you mean when you say ‘New Age’ and is there any harm in listening to new age music?” 

The official definition of the New Age from the American Heritage Dictionary goes like this: “Of or relating to a complex of spiritual and consciousness-raising movements originating in the 1980s and covering a range of themes from a belief in spiritualism and reincarnation to advocacy of holistic approaches to health and ecology.”
I usually explain “New Age” as an umbrella term that encompasses a variety of beliefs and practices that emphasizes the self over the divine. New Agers believe that humans and the universe are all one and are inter-connected and that we’re all divine (pantheism). Their god is an impersonal energy force (chi, ki, prana, universal life force) and there are no organized religions or churches.

But don’t take my word for it. For a more thorough understanding of the New Age, read Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life by the Pontifical Councils for Culture and Interreligious Dialogue.

There is nothing wrong with a Christian listening to New Age music. The only time there is real danger for the Christian’s soul is when they begin to adopt aspects of the New Age belief system that are not compatible with Christianity.

I would also recommend that if a particular recording artist or company promotes these beliefs, a Christian might want to reconsider allowing his or her hard-earned dollars to keep them in business. 

However, I reviewed Enya’s site and saw nothing overtly New Age in her lyrics but she does get involved in a fictional language called Loxian which is little strange. It was developed as a result of her work on the Tolkien films, Lord of the Rings.

She says: “The Loxians, are much like us. They’re in space, somewhere in the night. They’re looking out, they’re mapping the stars, and wondering if there is anyone else out there. It’s to do with that concept: are we alone in the universe?” 

Popular movement is one of the most pressing challenges to Christian faith 

http://www.coloradocatholicherald.com/display.php?xrc=525
By Susan Brinkmann, Special to the Herald, July 6, 2007 
We’re all in this universe together, from planets to porpoises, flowers to fungi, babies to barnacles, all sharing the same, immense vibration of energy. People are like holograms, reflecting the image of all creation, where everyone and everything vibrates on its own frequency and yet is intimately united by a mysterious energy force called life. We’re a collection of inter-connected neurons in the earth’s central nervous system.

That concept of life might sound like a magical mystery tour, but in fact it is the concept of "reality" many espouse for a new age, which has supposedly begun to dawn in the universe. Some describe that age as the Age of Aquarius, the time for a major paradigm shift in our world-view, replacing the world-view of the present Christian era, which they call the Age of Pisces and which they believe is slowly dying away. Sound fanciful?

It is, according to "Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life: A Christian Reflection on the New Age," which is a document issued in 2003 by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. 

"For many people, the term 'New Age' clearly refers to a momentous turning-point in history," the Vatican councils state in the publication. "People who stress the imminent change in the world are often expressing a wish for such a change, not so much in the world itself as in our culture."

The Age of Aquarius is a vision, they say, not a theory — and there are several basic principles behind the new vision of the individual, society and the world.

Among those principles is a desire to shift from traditional forms of religion to more personal expressions of what is now being called "spirituality" — to move from a male-dominated culture to one that celebrates the feminine, and to rely less on reason and more on feelings and emotions.

Those shifts are found in everything from the Human Potential Movement and the worship of goddesses such as Gaia and Sophia and with pre-Christian forms of religion such as shamanism and ancient Egyptian practices. 

"The New Age movement is both the symptom of a culture in deep crisis and the wrong answer to this situation of cultural crisis, its worries, questions, aspirations and hopes," Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Council for Culture, wrote in the March 5, 2003, edition of L’Osservatore Romano. 

"The phenomenon of the New Age Movement, together with other new religious movements, is one of the most pressing challenges to the Christian faith," Cardinal Poupard wrote in the article. "The New Age Movement sets forth theories and doctrines about God, man and the world, which are incompatible with the Christian faith."

What is most attractive about these New Age alternatives is that they "do not demand any more faith or belief than going to the cinema and yet claim to satisfy people’s spiritual appetites," the pontifical document states.

This leads one to ask, what exactly are those spiritual appetites, according to the New Age?

The answer to that question, the Vatican councils say in "Jesus Christ: The Bearer of Water and Life," is the key that distinguishes some of the differences between the Christian tradition and much of what can be called New Age.

"Some versions of New Age harness the powers of nature and seek to communicate with another world to discover the fate of individuals, to help individuals tune in to the right frequency to make the most of themselves and their circumstances. In most cases, it is completely fatalistic," the document warns of "New Age" philosophy. "Christianity, on the other hand, is an invitation to look outward and beyond, to the 'new Advent' of the God who calls us to live the dialogue of love." 

Many of those New Age fascinations are being fueled by modern technology, such as the Internet, which can be a "volatile vehicle of misinformation on so many aspects of religion," the Vatican authors warn. 

"Not all that is labeled 'Christian' or 'Catholic' can be trusted to reflect the teachings of the Catholic Church and, at the same time, there is a remarkable expansion of New Age sources ranging from the serious to the ridiculous," they say in the 2003 document. "People need, and have a right to, reliable information on the differences between Christianity and New Age."

The document cites specifically many popular practices, including the enneagram, healing touch massage, Celtic Christianity and Wicca. What are these practices? Where do they come from and how compatible are they with Christianity?

"It would be unwise to say everything connected with the New Age movement is good, or that everything about it is bad," the document states.

That is why their aim is not to condemn, the writers say, but to help Catholics understand the basic principles behind New Age thinking "so that they can then make a Christian evaluation of the elements of New Age they encounter."

At the same time, Cardinal Poupard writes that unknowingly using New Age products or therapies does not necessarily mean embracing the entire ideology of the New Age movement. 

"A certain discernment is necessary both for what pertains to products labeled New Age and for what pertains to those who, to a greater or lesser degree can be considered 'clients' of the New Age movement," the cardinal wrote.

"Clients, devotees and disciples are not the same thing," he says. "Honesty and integrity require that we be very prudent and not turn every blade of grass into a bundle, by using labels with the greatest of ease."

Beginning this issue, The Colorado Catholic Herald will launch a multi-part series on a variety of New Age practices. Each part will provide historical information on the origins of a particular practice, first-hand accounts from practitioners and what our church teaches about it. 

We will explore common questions among the laity, including: What is the difference between the various forms of "healing touch" and the Christian practice of laying on of hands? When are meditation techniques useful for Christian prayer, and when do they stray into forms of meditation that are not consistent with Catholic teaching? 
How sound a science is astrology, and why does one expert say our "sun signs" need to be moved back one complete sign? Is there such a thing as magic, and where do those powers come from? 
What’s up with “Avatar”?

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=23#more-23
By Susan Brinkmann, January 12, 2010
AS says: “I would appreciate your comments on the new movie Avatar.”
Although I have not yet seen the movie myself, various Vatican sources have and because their opinions are more important than mine, I thought I’d pass along what they – and a few others – have to say about it:

While calling the plotline bland and accusing it of "giving a wink toward" environmental fanaticism, Vatican news sources have given James Cameron’s 3-D techno-thriller less than favorable reviews.

Vatican Radio accused the film of "being a wink towards the pseudo-doctrines which have made ecology the religion of the millennium" and said its many faults would prevent the film from making cinema history.

The story takes place in 2154 on the planet Pandora where a paraplegic ex-marine is sent to establish a human settlement. He is met with resistance from the planet’s native population, known as the Na’vi race, which sets the stage for the many epic special-effects confrontations between the two forces.

"It has a great deal of enchanting, stunning technology, but few genuine or human emotions," wrote the Holy See’s newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano.

"Its significance is in its visual impact rather than in the story, and in its messages, despite the fact that they are hardly new. Cameron, concentrating on the creation of the fantasy world of Pandora, chooses a bland approach. He tells the story without any profound exploration" and allows the plot to descend into sentimentality, the paper said.

In the Hindu religion, an avatar is believed to be a god who is incarnated on earth; however, in Cameron’s world, an Avatar is a human-Na’vi hybrid created through genetic engineering.

He describes Avatars as "living, breathing bodies in the real world, controlled by a human driver who projects their consciousness via technology which links their mind to the Avatar body and lives through the body in a remote-control kind of way while the body is in a coma-like state."

The film is also receiving criticism from Christian leaders such as Dr. Alex McFarland, President of Southern Evangelical Seminary who says the move’s pantheistic worldview makes it "new-age friendly."

"Avatar’s storyline presents us with a world of pantheistic monism," Dr. McFarland said. "Pantheism sees no distinction between creation and Creator, the temporal or eternal, or between the natural world and the supernatural. In a pantheistic world all is God, and God is all. . . . Pantheism is incompatible with Christian theism. The theist distinguishes between the universe and God. For the pantheist, the universe and all of its contents is God (including you and me)."

In addition, CNN is reporting that people are beginning to suffer from what is being called the "Avatar blues". The movie’s Fan Forum site has set up a special thread called "Naviblues" to accommodate all the people who are writing about experiencing depression and suicidal thoughts since seeing Avatar.

One fan named Mike wrote: "Ever since I went to see 'Avatar' I have been depressed. Watching the wonderful world of Pandora and all the Na’vi made me want to be one of them. I can’t stop thinking about all the things that happened in the film and all of the tears and shivers I got from it. I even contemplate suicide thinking that if I do it I will be re-birthed in a world similar to Pandora where everything is the same as in Avatar."

The forum administrator, Philippe Baghdassarian, said he can understand why people are feeling depressed. "The movie was so beautiful and it showed something we don’t have here on Earth. I think people saw we could be living in a completely different world and that caused them to be depressed."

If we all lived the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we’d all be living in a completely different world, and one that would make Pandora look like the fairy tale it is.

Is Earth Hour New Age?

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=71#more-71     

By Susan Brinkmann, March 18, 2010
PH writes: “I am writing because I have connection to the Sisters of Mercy having Mother Francis Bridgeman as an ancestor. I have just watched your show with Susan Brinkmann who has written the book series ‘Learn to Discern’ and when opening my e-mail from the Mercy Foundation was horrified to see the link for Earth Hour which seems very New Age. I am aware of the dissent in some Religious Orders and pray for conversion to true catholicity for all involved. May I have your comments about this Earth Hour link if you have time in your busy schedule?”

Even though today’s climate change movement is heavily infiltrated with New Age earth worshipers and a host of "green religion" gurus, Earth Hour is not in itself a New Age project.

Earth Hour is a global movement sponsored by the World Wildlife Fund to turn off the lights for one hour every year on a designated day in March with each country being given a specific time to cut the power in order to create a "cascade effect." This year’s date is set for March 27 at 8:30 p.m. local time in the U.S. Last year, nearly one billion people in 4,100 cities and 87 countries on seven continents turned out the lights. The list included St. Peter’s Basilica, the Las Vegas Strip, the United Nations Building and the Golden Gate Bridge.    

The official Earth Hour website claims its mission is to "send a clear message that Americans care about this issue and want to turn the lights out on dirty air, dangerous dependency on foreign oil and costly climate change impacts, and make the switch to cleaner air, a strong economic future and a more secure nation."
While many of these environmental groups are involved in questionable programs, such as those aimed at cutting "carbon footprints" through population control measures, there is nothing wrong with participating in moral "green initiatives".

In fact, Pope Benedict XVI has been very vocal on the need to care for the environment. During an address for World Peace Day in 2006, he said: "The destruction of the environment, its improper or selfish use, and the violent hoarding of the Earth’s resources cause grievances, conflicts and wars, precisely because they are the consequences of an inhumane concept of development." Two years ago, the Vatican listed pollution as one of seven "social" sins. Bishop Gianfranco Girotti, head of the Apostolic Penitentiary, said: "You offend God not only by stealing, taking the Lord’s name in vain or coveting your neighbor’s wife but also by wrecking the environment."

But the Church’s commitment to a healthier planet goes far beyond mere words. The Vatican recently outfitted the roof of the Paul VI auditorium with 2,400 solar panels that produce 300 kilowatt hours of energy – enough for 100 households. The Vatican’s 300-seat cafeteria was outfitted last summer with a solar-heating system to provide more efficient heating and air conditioning. In addition, the pope’s summer residence, Castel Gandolfo, a 17th century palace in the Alban hills south of Rome, may soon become the site of a renewable energy project to break down biodegradable waste material to produce methane and gas. The Vatican’s engineers are currently conducting a feasibility study on this.

Embracing the cause of a greener planet is a good thing, so long as organizations involved in these areas respect the right to life and the divinity of our Creator – which many of them don’t.

When considering environmental programs to support, watch out for the presence of New Age "eco-spirituality." This worldview fosters a religious worship of nature known as pantheism, which is based on the belief that the cosmos is animated by one spirit or is guided by a universal consciousness of which man is merely one more participant. This vision of the relationship between man and the planet is often referred to as "depth ecology". It denies the basic difference between human and non-human existence and speaks of a bio-centric equality, whereby a mountain, a flower or a turtle would have the same right as would a man to its own fulfillment.
"It fosters a religious worship of nature or of mother earth as if it were a divine reality," writes Archbishop Norberto Carrera. "It ends up labeling man as an intruder and considers him a curse for the cosmos. At the heart of the radical 'green' movement, it pressures governments for legislation that would cut back human population and limit technological development in order to heal the planet."

You might also watch out for "red flags" such as references to Gaia or the Gaia hypothesis, creation spirituality, Mother Earth, the "Cosmic Christ". 

One should also avoid the writings of former Catholic priest, Matthew Fox, as well as Fr. Thomas Berry, both of whom subscribe to a New Age concept of environmentalism.

For more information about this subject, as well as an expose on the serious connection between environmentalism and the creation of a New World Order, see the booklet on Eco Spirituality that I wrote for our Learn to Discern series. 

Worshipping at the Temple of Gaia

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=90#more-90   

By Susan Brinkmann, April 15, 2010
CP asks: “I have an acquaintance who is a member of something known as ‘The Temple of Gaia,’ in Seattle. She has been quite closed-mouthed about this organization; yet, on weekends, she attends services there while her husband attends Christian services. This seems odd to me and I do not trust whatever this is. It seems centered on women’s spirituality and green energy. The woman in question is a former Mormon and is hostile to that faith. Do you have a perspective on this?”

Your friend is involved in neopaganism, specifically, the worship of a pagan goddess known as Gaia.

As the website for this Temple describes, Gaia is "the Great Mother, She who gives birth to all life. She was known as the limitless power and source of fertility in the Universe. We know Her as Mother Earth. She provides us with everything: food, shelter, clothing, the beauty of Nature and the unceasing cycles of life. Gaia’s love for Her children is unconditional."

During services, which take place twice a month, those who follow an "earth-based spiritual path that includes the Divine Feminine" come together in a "sacred space" to learn about the Goddess and take time for "introspection and prayer."

For some insight into just how pagan this operation is, consider its founder, the Rev. Judith Laxer, known as the "founding priestess" who is a certified S.H.E.S. (Spiritual Healers and Earth Stewards) minister with a private practice in psychic tarot reading (she charges $90 an hour), Reiki and Shamanic practices. She also provides spiritual counseling during which time she helps clients discover whether their current belief system is "empowering" them. 

Another key player in the Temple is the director of its board, a woman named DaKara, who recalls "playing with faeries" at an early age and who frequently turns to them for guidance and healing. She is also a Reiki Master, an Intuitive Consultant, Feng Shui Practitioner and Flower Essence Practitioner.

Goddess worship is a manifestation of one of the most fundamental components of New Age ideology, which is to celebrate the feminine while moving away from a male dominated society. Also known as goddess spirituality, the sacred feminine, or the feminine divine, it has particular appeal to women who feel marginalized by male dominated churches. Gaia, also known as Mother Earth, is a form of goddess worship that appeals to those with a strong interest in ecology and nature. 
However, Gaia worship in particular has a much bigger reach than just a few pagan temples scattered across the country. Many environmental enthusiasts subscribe to a belief in the Gaia Hypothesis, a theory first articulated by a British atmospheric chemist named James Lovelock. This theory contends that the Earth is a self-regulating, self-sustaining entity which continually adjusts its environment to support life. Lovelock argued that 'the entire range of living matter on Earth, from whales to viruses, from oaks to algae, could be regarded as constituting a single living entity, capable of manipulating the Earth’s atmosphere to suit its overall needs and endowed with faculties and powers far beyond those of its constituent parts'."

It might sound outlandish, but its adherents have managed to project these absurd theories onto the world stage in truly frightening ways.

According to the American Policy Center, "Gaia worship is at the very heart of today’s environmental policy. The Endangered Species Act, the United Nation’s Biodiversity Treaty and the President’s Council on Sustainable Development are all offspring of the Gaia hypothesis of saving '‘Mother Earth'."

The Vatican confirms this terrifying reality in the Pontifical document, Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life.

"To some, the Gaia hypothesis is a 'strange synthesis of individualism and collectivism. It all happens as if New Age, having plucked people out of fragmentary politics, cannot wait to throw them into the great cauldron of the global mind.' The global brain needs institutions with which to rule, in other words, a world government. 'To deal with today’s problems New Age dreams of a spiritual aristocracy in the style of Plato’s Republic, run by secret societies . . .' This may be an exaggerated way of stating the case, but there is much evidence that Gnostic elitism and global governance coincide on many issues in international politics."

The best thing we can all do right now is pray for your friend, that she may be set free from this bondage to false gods and return to the loving arms of the One True God who created her.

If you want to read more about this subject, our Learn to Discern series includes booklets on Goddess Worship and Eco-Spirituality.

Missa Gaia

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=149#more-149
By Susan Brinkmann, July 7, 2010

ML wrote: “Recently a friend and I did a lot of research, and with it tried to convince our pastor that to stage Paul Winter’s Missa Gaia in our (Catholic) church was to stage a New Age production. He would not hear of it. He did say that he would never allow if it were New Age. It’s too late – the show (it was billed as a “show” in the local paper) went on as a part of an Earth Day 2010 celebration in our area. I attended and was predictably horrified. I normally would not have attended such an event but wanted to make sure that we were correct in our conclusions about this event. (I went armed with holy water, a miraculous medal, a St. Benedict’s medal and a crucifix.) After I was told by my pastor that he just wanted me to pray for him, rather than to hear anything else that I had to say, my friend and I found a Vatican document that seemed to say that concerts could be allowed in churches but only sacred music could be performed. Could we have used that document to support our argument?”

ML goes on to say in her e-mail that the same pastor allowed two other performances by Paul Winter – one of which was his Winter Solstice program – to be performed in the church. She also reports that she has not received a reply to the letter she wrote to the Bishop about the problem.

Although the Vatican document, Concerts in Churches, is a good one, I doubt that this would have convinced the pastor not to allow the play – especially because he has allowed plays by Winter in the past. This suggests some familiarity with Winter and his work, which is widely known in New Age circles.

In fact, five of Winter’s albums have won Grammy Awards in the "Best New Age Album" category between 1993 and 2007.
Perhaps the pastor sincerely doesn’t know about Winter’s background, but there is certainly enough information out there to prove that Winter’s work does not belong in a Catholic church.
But before I get into that, for those who are not familiar with Missa Gaia, this is a so-called "Earth Mass", a musical performance that has been referred to in some Catholic publications as a "contemporary liturgy" that "celebrates the whole earth as a sacred space by integrating recorded sounds such as the calls of wolves, whales, eagles and seals." (The Tidings – Southern California’s Catholic weekly) 
One reporter, writing for The Spokesman-Review in Spokane, Washington, described what he saw when he attended a performance at St. John’s (Episcopal) Cathedral in downtown Spokane.

"The Kyrie eleison was launched by the recorded call of an Alaskan tundra wolf. Humpback whales introduced the Sanctus and Benedictus. And the Agnus Dei? How about harp seals. This was a communion not with wafers and wine, but with nature."

This is all presented very innocently to churches, often as a way of celebrating the feast of St. Francis of Assisi in October, which is why the play has been showing up even in Catholic churches around the country.
However, closer scrutiny about the origins and nature of the play raise serious questions about whether or not such a performance is appropriate for inside a Catholic church.
For instance, Winter describes how he came up with the idea in 1980 while serving as an "artist in residence" with fellow musician Jim Scott at the (Episcopal) Cathedral of St. John in New York City. The Dean of the Cathedral asked him and Scott to create a piece of music for the Sunday morning liturgy.

"The idea of writing a Mass seemed far-flung," Winter remembers on this Earth Music Productions website.

"I had never even been to a Mass! Trying to imagine what I would want to hear in a truly contemporary Mass, I realized I would want to create a Mass that was both ecumenical and ecological, one which would embrace all the voices of the Earth."

In a statement appearing on the website of the Unitarian Universalists Association for their 2000 general assembly, co-creator Jim Scott, says the two of them decided the performance would be "somewhat improvisational, borrow from many religious traditions, mix music of many cultures and even include the voices of other species. We took the name of the Greek goddess Gaia after the writings of James Lovelock, whose 'Gaia hypothesis' is that all of life on earth and the earth itself comprises a single living entity that is self-sustaining and, of course, evolving."

(Lovelock’s theory, by the way, is very popular among New Age eco-spiritualists and is not compatible with Christianity.)

That Missa Gaia is named after a Greek goddess and is based on New Age eco-spirituality should certainly raise a few flags at the pastoral level.

And the fact that it is so popular among "progressive" New Agers in the Catholic Church is another proof that the reason it appeals to New Agers is because it IS New Age.

A perfect example occurred in July of 2007 when Missa Gaia was part of a program entitled "Cosmology of Fulfillment," hosted at the Sophia Center at Oakland’s Holy Name University and featured speakers such as Rosemary Radford Ruether. 

California’s Catholic Daily (CCD) reports that an advertisement for the event referred to these speakers as being "mindful scholars of the new cosmology." This new cosmology "rejects any notion of human superiority over beasts, plants, and inanimate creatures. Further, promoters of the new cosmology, including Ruether, blur the Creator and creation to make the universe the body of God," the CCD explains.

The CCD points out that Ruether is a very well-known theologian in progressive circles who once said in an undated essay that "all racist, sexist, classist, and anthropocentric assumptions of the superiority of whites over blacks, males over females, managers over workers, humans over animals and plants must be culturally discarded."

"Ruether also wants to discard patriarchal and hierarchical notions of God; she and other 'eco-feminists' have said that God can be called Gaia, the name of the Roman mother earth goddess,” the CCD reports.

They go on to say that "it is perhaps no surprise" that the Sophia Institute would feature Missa Gaia at the same event where Ruether is billed as a speaker.

I also want to point out that the other play ML’s pastor allowed, known as the Winter Solstice, is based on the pagan calendar and is billed by Winter as "a holiday alternative." 

Winter does nothing to hide the pagan/New Age roots of his work, which is why I find it very hard to believe that ML’s pastor is not aware of it. There is something else going on here, about which I’m completely unable to comment upon, and I believe the best thing you can do right now is pray for him. Rest assured, we will all be joining you in that prayer!

Sunship Earth and New Age Environmental Programs for Children

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=168#more-168
By Susan Brinkmann, August 2, 2010
MJ asks: “What can you tell me about Sunship Earth, a program for middle school pupils? How does it extol New Age concepts? The program has a funeral for a leaf and one to become a squirrel that loses its habitat. What New Age objective is fulfilled in this type of activity?”
Although I cannot give specific advice about this program because I have not seen it, I can say that the author and former college professor Steve Van Matre’s Institute for Earth Education in Illinois has been associated with the New Age by other Christian researchers.
Berit Kjos, a Protestant New Age researcher, says much of Van Matre’s curriculum flows from the same New Age/Depth Ecology philosophies as John Denver’s Colorado-based Windstar organization. For instance, when referring to his book, The Earth Speaks, Van Matre once said it is "about giving up old ways of seeing, about loving the earth as a whole, about tapping into the universal flow of life . . ."

While I can’t speak to Van Matre specifically, I can say that there are several easy ways to spot a New Age undercurrent in today’s environmental movement.

First, New Age "eco-spirituality" fosters a religious worship of nature known as pantheism, which is based on the belief that the cosmos is animated by one spirit or is guided by a universal consciousness of which man is merely one more participant. This vision of the relationship between man and the planet is often referred to as "depth ecology". It denies the basic difference between human and non-human existence and speaks of a bio-centric equality, whereby a mountain, a flower or a turtle would have the same right as would a man to its own fulfillment.

This philosophy could very well be passed onto children through something like Van Matre’s funeral for a leaf. If teaching children to treat a leaf the same way humans are treated, they are essentially being taught to equate plants with humans, a belief that is not supported by science – or the Bible!
Jesus said, "Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows" (Matthew 10:29-31). This teaching explains that while we must be concerned about our environment and all the creatures therein, man has a special place in God’s plan, which is why he is "worth more than many sparrows."

However, New Agers cling to a belief that all are equal in creation, which is why so many of their environmental programs teach that to truly love our neighbor, "neighbor" must be expanded to include the entire universe. Van Matre seems to foster this idea in one of his stated goals of wanting to help children develop "deep personal relationships with the earth and its natural systems and communities." 

While perusing Van Matre’s website, it was also very obvious that he espouses the popular New Age belief that people are to blame for the earth’s condition. "We believe the earth as we know it is endangered by its human passengers," Van Matre says.

Archbishop Norberto Carrera once commented on this mind-set: "It fosters a religious worship of nature or of mother earth as if it were a divine reality. It ends up labeling man as an intruder and considers him a curse for the cosmos. At the heart of the radical ‘green’ movement, it pressures governments for legislation that would cut back human population and limit technological development in order to heal the planet."

On the subject of cutting back human reproduction – another favorite component of New Age "green religions" - Van Matre includes a page entitled "Reproduction Surcharge" on an on-line "Living More Lightly" test visitors can take to determine how gently they are living upon the earth.

An even more obvious sign of the New Age in an environment program is any teaching that encourages students to connect with the earth’s "life force" – a nonexistent energy known by various names such as chi, ki, qi, prana, vital force, universal energy, etc. (Van Matre’s references to energy appear to be referring to sunlight – but I can’t know for sure without reading the actual curriculum.) 

Along with all of the above, you should also be aware that many New Age environmentalists like to incorporate aspects of ancient nature religions and shamanism into their eco-belief system. These beliefs encourage the use of magic to contact various nature spirits. The most common of these spirits is a "horned god" known as Pan who is usually paired with the goddess Artemis. Another red flag will be any mention of Gaia, a so-called earth goddess. References to the "four elements" – earth, air, water, and fire – are also common in neopagan earth worship.
Speaking of magic, I did notice that Van Matre frequently refers to this quite often in his materials, including offering an activity book called "Earth Magic" for children to use when exploring nature. He also claims his programs are "an adventuresome and magical learning experience." However, without the actual materials, I cannot say what kind of magic he’s referring to.

All of the above-mentioned examples of New Age eco-spirituality represent a belief system that is not compatible with Christianity because it posits a kind of planetary spirituality that desires to "ensoul" the entire cosmos and to bestow on creation some kind of magical power.

"It loses the notion of a personal God, really distinct and superior to the created world, in favor of an impersonal divine force that is everything and is in everything," Archbishop Carrera writes. "This return to naturalistic pantheism, which was definitively overcome by the event of Christian revelation, finds support in many new religious movements coming from the east and in a return to pagan religions."

But this doesn’t mean Christians can do whatever they want to the environment. The seventh commandment, "Thou shall not steal," compels us to respect the integrity of creation.

"Animals, like plants and inanimate beings, are by nature destined for the common good of past, present and future humanity. Use of the mineral, vegetable and animal resources of the universe cannot be divorced from respect for moral imperatives." (Catechism No. 2415)

Pope Benedict XVI, frequently referred to as the "green Pope" because of his great love for the environment, explained these moral imperatives earlier this year when addressing the Vatican diplomatic corps. He said protection of the environment must be connected to the protection of human life, not associated with the various anti-human ideologies so prevalent in today’s environmental movement.

"If we wish to build true peace, how can we separate, or even set at odds, the protection of the environment and the protection of human life, including the life of the unborn?" he asked.

Like Van Matre, the Holy Father is also calling for a "great program of education" that would promote a change of thinking and "new lifestyles". But these programs should not be about worshiping false gods, attributing magical or otherwise unnatural powers to lower life forms, or cutting back on the number of humans to save resources. They must be about ensuring that "selfishness does not lead some to hoard the goods which are intended for all," he said, and about reforming unjust political systems and making self-centered and materialistic ways of thinking a thing of the past.

The bottom line, according to Pope Benedict XVI, is that our environmental problems are essentially moral problems.  

To prove his point, he once used the atheistic regimes of the former Soviet bloc on eastern Europe as an example of how godlessness destroys both man and environment.

"Was it not easy to see the great harm which an economic system lacking any reference to the truth about man had done not only to the dignity and freedom of individuals and peoples, but to nature itself, by polluting soil, water and air?" he asked. "The denial of God distorts the freedom of the human person, yet it also devastates creation."
I’m hoping this blog gives you some useful tools to use when discerning environmental programs such as Sunship Earth and any others that are being used to expose our children to unchristian ideas about how to protect our precious planet. 

Our Learn to Discern series contains a booklet on New Age eco-spirituality that gives an in-depth view of this subject.  

Agenda 21, The Earth Charter (Gaia Hypothesis), Green Cross International

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=194#more-194      

By Susan Brinkmann, September 7, 2010

CE writes: “You have had a couple of shows on the subject of new age religion and on socialism and its deceptiveness. Are you aware of Agenda 21, the Green Cross organization, the Earth Charter religion (based on Gaia)? This is all tied together to the One World movement. It is in the schools as being nice to everyone and the environment. It is in federal, state and county laws. It is on TV and in politics. It is everywhere but it all sounds nice and friendly. Who can be against taking care of the environment and each other? Aren’t we called to do that as Catholics? It all sounds ok but it is all aimed at moving us and our children and youth to accepting the new world order which is beyond communism. . . ”

CE continues: “And oddly there is nothing being taught about or against this in the Catholic Church except in the most general way. It is so general that I did not make the connection till just recently. It needs to be stated more clearly, loudly and frequently. It needs to be spotlighted so parents can look for it and we can all protect ourselves. It needs to be spelled out in our parishes and weekly bulletin inserts. It is everywhere and in everything. And it all sounds benign.”

I wholeheartedly agree that the prevailing "green agenda" -- and its accompanying socialism and eco-spirituality -- is far more threatening to our way of life than most people realize.

Because I would need a book to write about each of the programs you mention, I will provide a synopsis of them here with links for readers to learn more.

AGENDA 21
This is a 40-chapter document that lays out a global plan to change the way we eat, live, learn and communicate because we need to "save the earth". It was created by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Division for Sustainable Development, as a sustainability agenda which some experts say is "an amalgamation of socialism and extreme environmentalism brushed with anti-American, anti-capitalist overtones."

The purpose behind Agenda 21 was described by Maurice Strong, who served as Secretary-general of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro said, "…Current lifestyles and consumption patterns of the affluent middle class – involving high meat consumption and large amounts of frozen and convenience foods, use of fossil fuels, appliances, home and workplace air-conditioning, and suburban housing are not sustainable. A shift is necessary which will require a vast strengthening of the multilateral system, including the United Nations."

In other words, writes Joyce Morrison of Concerned Women for America in Missouri, this global plan "is for us to live on the level of third world nations. That means no box mixes or microwave meals, limited use of fuel of any kind, no air-conditioning and very little meat."

Agenda 21 calls for an almost total elimination of private land ownership (except for the elite few, of course) with all of us living in high rise apartment buildings. Public transportation would replace all cars. Say goodbye to air conditioning, microwaves, and more than the acceptable number of children because these all increase your carbon footprint.  

As draconian as it all sounds (and is) the U.S. and dozens of other countries actually signed onto this document in 1992. In fact, the U.S. is considered to be a world leader in its implementation, thanks to the creation of the "President’s Council on Sustainable Development" by President Clinton. 

"People in the United States may not know about Agenda 21 and the President’s Council on Sustainable Development, but people around the world do," Morrison writes. "They know that Chicago has one of the greatest numbers of activities existing at the local, neighborhood and/or micro-regional level. They also know that the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) monitors and promotes activities in this field through their Office for Sustainable Ecosystem and Communities."

As Morrison points out, anyone can read about Agenda 21 online. It’s no secret. The web is full of examples of how it is being fulfilled through local planning boards in cities throughout the country – probably right in your own backyard.

"The so-called agenda is grant driven to your city council or county board in terms of sustainable, visioning, partners, tourism and stakeholders, along with consensus and other terms with the intent to make you believe we are running out of all our resources and we must do our part and 'save for tomorrow'," Morrison explains.

The scary part is that there are actually sections in the document that explain why planners should use some other name – such as "Smart Growth" – to avoid protests by certain segments of the population. Here’s how the document describes these segments: 

"Participating in a UN-advocated planning process would very likely bring out many of the conspiracy-fixated groups and individuals in our society such as the National Rifle Association, citizen militias and some members of Congress. This segment of our society who fear 'one-world government' and a UN invasion of the United States through which our individual freedom would be stripped away would actively work to defeat any elected official who joined 'the conspiracy' by undertaking LA21. So, we call our process something else, such as comprehensive planning, growth management, or smart growth."
An article about this on the American Thinker (AT) website gave an example of how Smart Growth was being implemented on a local level in Carroll County, Maryland where a plan called "Pathways" was drafted by the County Planning Department. If enacted, it proposed a "breathtaking reshuffling of land rights" such as stripping land from farmers and using it for the building of government-sponsored "inclusive housing units" to ensure "healthier, balanced neighborhoods."

Thankfully, some local politicians spoke up about it. According to AT, Richard Rothschild, a local political candidate, said "Smart growth is not science; it is political dogma combined with an insidious dose of social engineering. Smart growth is a wedding wherein zoning code is married with government-sponsored housing initiatives to accomplish government’s goal of social re-engineering. It urbanizes rural towns with high-density development, and gerrymanders population centers through the use of housing initiatives that enable people with weak patterns of personal financial responsibility to acquire homes in higher-income areas. This has the effect of shifting the voting patterns of rural municipalities from Right to Left."

You can read more about Agenda 21 at http://habitat.igc.org/agenda21/. 

THE EARTH CHARTER
The Earth Charter was written by the same crowd that brought us Agenda 21 and is another example of environmental extremism on steroids, but this one has a much more overt spiritual agenda. 

According to its own website, the Earth Charter is a "declaration of fundamental ethical principles for building a just, sustainable and peaceful global society in the 21st century. It seeks to inspire in all people a new sense of global interdependence and shared responsibility for the well-being of the whole human family, the greater community of life, and future generations." 

It seeks to achieve these laudable goals by establishing "sustainable ways of living" that will eradicate poverty and see to equitable economic development (read "redistribution of wealth"), protect the environment, and bring about respect for human rights, democracy and peace.

Couched in the usual "who could find anything wrong with this" banalities, what is hidden behind the rhetoric are supporters who believe religions are the main obstacle to peaceful coexistence and sustainable living. 

However, they don’t want to do away with these religions; they want to create a new one. 

This was revealed during a 2002 United Nations meeting at which religious and spiritual leaders were called upon to move "from an exclusive preoccupation with Divine-human relations and human-human relations to renew human–Earth relations." 

"In other words, Earth worship should replace any belief in a divine being," explains Contender Ministries’ Jennifer Rast.

"They envision for the religions of the world 'a major transformation from their theological and anthropological phase to their ecological and cosmological phase.' Following one of the major themes of the New Age Movement, humanity is spiritually evolving from being worshipers of God to being gods ourselves."

A core belief among those who are pushing for a global earth-centered religion is that the earth is a self-regulating, self-sustaining entity which is in a state of continuous adjustment to the environment.

Known as the Gaia hypothesis, the theory was first articulated by a British atmospheric chemist named James Lovelock. He came up with the theory while attempting to answer the question of whether life existed on Mars and somehow arrived at the conclusion that all living things on Earth – from whales to viruses, oaks to algae - comprise a single living entity that is endowed with its own faculties and powers. In other words, the earth is a being that has a life of its own, a life comprised of the "energies" of all its components.  

Believe it or not, the Gaia Hypothesis is not at all new, but is based on the worship of an ancient Greek god named Gaia – or Mother Earth – which has been repackaged with scientific-sounding language to suit the modern tastes of the New Age and Neopagan environmental movements.

Although the Gaia hypothesis may seem wacky to many, its adherents have managed to project their theories onto the world stage in frightening ways. According to Samantha Smith and her book, Goddess Earth, Exposing the Pagan Agenda in the Environmental Movement, "Gaia worship is at the very heart of today’s environmental policy. The Endangered Species Act, the United Nation’s Biodiversity Treaty and the President’s Council on Sustainable Development are all offspring of the Gaia hypothesis of saving 'Mother Earth'."

To read this radical document for yourself, go to The Earth Charter at http://www.earthcharterinaction.org/content/pages/Read-the-Charter.html   

Here, at http://fatima.freehosting.net/Articles/Art4.htm is an excerpt from Lee Penn’s book False Dawn about how the environmental and other movements (United Religious Initiative, Globalism, etc.) fit into the overall quest for One World Order.

GREEN CROSS INTERNATIONAL
This organization was formed by former Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev with the intention of doing for the environment what the Red Cross does for people in crisis. This organization would have the same medical emergency response model as the Red Cross and be used to respond to ecological crises and to expedite solutions to environmental problems. It was officially launched in Kyoto in 1993.

To give you some idea of the radical aims of this organization, see all of the above, because the same players who are involved in Agenda 21 and The Earth Charter are active in Green Cross.
In conclusion, we all need to be aware of the fact that the environmental movement, while it embraces many good causes that we as Christians must embrace, such as concern and care for the earth, it is infused with a godless ideology that it seeks to impose on the masses. What makes it so dangerous is that the movers and shakers in this movement are very powerful and influential people. 

Here’s a "short list" to give you some idea of who these people are: Al Gore (former VP and Nobel Prize Winner); Maurice Strong, former Head of the UN Environment Program; Mikhail Gorbachev, former Soviet President; Javier Solana, Secretary General of the Council of the European Union; Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of the United Nations; David Rockefeller, former Chairman of Chase Manhattan Bank and executive of the World Economic Forum; former presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton; Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft; Ted Turner, media mogul; George Soros; Tony Blair, former UK Prime Minister.

I highly recommend the book by Lee Penn mentioned earlier in this blog as a great place to start in familiarizing yourself with the quest for One World Government and One World Religion, and how integral a role the New Age plays in this global power grab.
See my booklet on Eco Spirituality in the Learn to Discern series for a more in-depth view of this subject. 

“The New Cosmology” and Environmental Extremism

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=1068#more-1068   

By Susan Brinkmann, June 15, 2011

CZ writes: “A woman who used to minister at our local Catholic retreat house recently died. Her obit talks about having spent the last ten years in teaching “the New Cosmology.” What is that? Just from the sound of it, I am sure it is not in accord with Catholicism and church teaching.”

Your hunch is right on the money, CZ.

The "New Cosmology" refers to a new way of looking at the world in the light of discoveries about the Earth’s age, evolution, etc. As one advocate* of the "New Cosmology" writes, "Our new challenge is to reinvent our civilization. The major institutions of the modern period, including that of agriculture and religion and education and economics, need to be re-imagined within an intelligent, self-organizing, living Universe, so that instead of degrading the Earth’s life systems, humanity might learn to join the enveloping community of living beings in a mutually enhancing manner. . . ."

As you might imagine, environmental extremists and their various "green religions" are having a field day with the idea that the Earth is a living, breathing organism that must be treated with respect. Also known as the Gaia Hypothesis, it’s really just an updated version of the worship of an ancient Greek god named Gaia – or Mother Earth – which has been repackaged with scientific-sounding language to suit the modern tastes of the New Age and Neopagan environmental movements.

Naturally, a cosmology such as this one offers a radical reinterpretation of God, the Trinity, Genesis, etc., but that hasn’t stopped Catholics from embracing it. *http://www.brianswimme.org/ 

A good example would be Sr. Miriam McGillis of the Genesis Farm in Blairstown, New Jersey. The Farm is a "learning center for re-inhabiting the earth" which she refers to as a "CSA (community-supported agriculture) subscription farming program" in an article appearing in the National Catholic Reporter in January, 2011. This is how she describes the Farm’s philosophy:

"Genesis Farm is rooted in a belief that the universe, Earth, and all reality are permeated by the presence and power of that ultimate Holy Mystery that has been so deeply and richly expressed in the world’s spiritual traditions. We try to ground our ecological and agricultural work in this deep belief. This Sacred Mystery, known by so many religious names, is the common thread in our efforts."

She goes on to say that the purpose of the Farm is to teach this new cosmology to others. "That’s a large part of what we do, telling the universe story and exploring what Fr. Thomas Berry called 'the great work', the task of reinventing the human at the species level in order to promote a mutually-enhancing Earth-human relationship."

(Just so you can get an idea of where this is going, Father Thomas Berry was a leading spokesman for the Gaia earth religion who once wrote that we should "rethink our ideas about God" and "place less emphasis on Christ as a person and redeemer.")
She goes on to say that the philosophy of agriculture she uses at the farm was developed by Rudolph Steiner** "who was both a mystic and a scientist." She neglects to add that Steiner was also an anthroposophist who was deeply immersed in the occult. **http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=45 

The Farm’s main work seems to be about teaching people how to live off the land once the world’s oil supplies run out.

"This comes in part out of our involvement with the Transition Movement," she explains. "This movement is about deep changes in response to the realization that oil supplies have peaked, that we will not be able to depend on cheap fossil fuel, but will probably need to depend on local communities and local wisdom, to reconnect with the places where we live."

Apparently, this reconnection with the earth requires pagan rituals such as these:

"We do a lot of ritual, non-liturgical ceremonies that connect us with the land and honor it," she describes. "Recently we all walked the land asking the land to accept us and feed us. We visited the ponds and wetlands. We gave gifts of bee pollen and cornmeal as we walked with a sense of humility. 
We prayed that we want to be real members of the community, asking the land to teach us. It’s so important to do things like that. We honor the equinoxes and solstices, the turning points of our year. We need to do this everywhere. It supports a spirituality that will help us get energy and guidance for what is coming when the oil runs out. It will not be easy."

I think this should give you a good idea of what "the New Cosmology" is all about and why it is best left to the environmental extremists who endorse it.

Our Learn to Discern series contains a booklet describing the eco-spirituality movement in more depth.

Don’t Buy Products that Keep the New Age in Business
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=14240#more-14240 

By Susan Brinkmann, May 11, 2012 

MP asks: “Are you familiar with the Valerie Bertinelli Fitness DVD Losing It and Keeping Fit produced by GAIAM?  I am not overly comfortable with anything produced by Gaiam (pronounced “guy-um”), which is a fusion of the words “Gaia” and “I am”. Gaia, mother Earth, was honored on the Isle of Crete in ancient Greece 5,000 years ago by the Minoan civilization. This civilization valued education, art, science, recreation, and the environment and believed that the Earth was directly connected to its existence and daily life. The concept of Gaia stems from the ancient philosophy that the Earth is a living entity.) I need to know if the exercises in this DVD are new age/yoga based. If not, do you think it’s a good idea to utilize a product that is new age marketed?”
I am not familiar with the Bertinelli fitness video you reference, but it really doesn’t matter because it’s produced by Gaiam, a company that is a major distributor of New Age ideology. It describes itself as a “branded lifestyle media company devoted to creating uplifting and devotional medial information and products for people pursuing lifestyles of ‘health and sustainability’.” Some of these products include yoga, tai chi, qi gong, and a variety of meditation techniques (all Eastern of course), as well as alternatives. Their spirituality resources include materials written by New Age gurus such as Deepak Chopra and Dr. Wayne Dyer. You can also read up on anthroposophy, shamanism and all kinds of pagan practices.  Their “Christian” offerings include books by Neale Donald Walsch as well as other selections, such as one resource that makes the incredible claim that early Christian saints believed Adam and Eve didn’t age but turned into eagles that will live forever. (I would say “you can’t make this stuff up” but apparently someone has.)
I could go on and on, but the bottom line is this – the more we purchase from these distributors, the longer they stay in business and the more deeply they penetrate this culture with their false ideology.

No one in search of a good workout, spiritual guidance or “healthy living” tips needs to resort to anything produced by Gaiam (or any New Age distributor for that matter). There is absolutely not good reason why we should keep the New Age in business by buying their products.

The link between Environmentalism and New Age 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=58968      

May 25, 2017

SP asks: “What is the link between environmentalism and the New Age?”

Great question!
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There are several movements in the New Age “tent” – one of which is neopaganism, and it is from here that the link to environmentalism enters the picture.

As I explain in The Learn to Discern Compendium, the belief that deities embody the forces of nature is as old as history itself.
However, these beliefs are making a comeback in today’s neopaganism where it has become known as eco-spirituality. 

Eco-spirituality is practiced by both New Age and Neo-pagan groups as well as environmentalists and a variety of “green religions” around the globe.

The basic theory behind eco-spirituality is that the divine is present in all creation – which is known as panentheism – and that we are to expand our love of ‘neighbor’ to include the entire cosmos and all creatures, plants, trees, etc.

“Eco-theologians hold that because humans are so intimately interconnected with the organic cosmos, they cannot come to completion without the cosmos, and that the universe is a single dynamic whole into which humans are imbedded,” writes Dr. John B. Shea. “The earth is held to be self-organizing and self-transcending. Humans are a tool for the earth to explore itself. We are told to abandon ‘value assignments and blind judgments’ and choose actions which are ‘effective and appropriate.’”

The New Age version of eco-spirituality fosters a religious worship of nature known as pantheism, which is based on the belief that the cosmos is animated by one spirit or is guided by a universal consciousness of which man is merely one more participant. This vision of the relationship between man and the planet is often referred to as “depth ecology.” It denies the basic difference between human and non-human existence. It speaks of a bio-centric equality, whereby a mountain, a flower or a turtle would have the same rights to its own fulfillment as would a human being.

“It fosters a religious worship of nature or of mother earth as if it were a divine reality,” writes Archbishop Norberto Carrera in A Call to Vigilance: A Pastoral Instruction on the New Age*. “It ends up labeling man as an intruder and considers him a curse for the cosmos. At the heart of the radical ‘green’ movement, it pressures governments for legislation that would cut back human population and limit technological development in order to heal the planet.”

Another thread that winds through the study of eco-spirituality is a theory held by many environmental enthusiasts of all persuasions. It is called the Gaia Hypothesis, a theory first articulated by a British atmospheric chemist named James Lovelock. This theory contends that the Earth is a self-regulating, self-sustaining entity which continually adjusts its environment to support life.

“In attempting to answer the question of life’s existence on Mars, Lovelock concentrated on the nature of the Earth’s atmosphere and argued that ‘the entire range of living matter on Earth, from whales to viruses, from oaks to algae, could be regarded as constituting a single living entity, capable of manipulating the Earth’s atmosphere to suit its overall needs and endowed with faculties and powers far beyond those of its constituent parts’,” writes Stephen Scharper in his article entitled, “The Gaia Hypothesis: Implications for a Christian Political Theology of the Environment.”

The Gaia Hypothesis is not new, however. It’s based on the worship of an ancient Greek god named Gaia – or Mother Earth – which has been repackaged with scientific-sounding language to suit the modern tastes of the New Age and Neopagan environmental movements.

Although the Gaia hypothesis may seem wacky to many, its adherents have managed to project their theories onto the world stage in frightening ways.

According to Samantha Smith in The Pagan Roots of Environmentalism, “Gaia worship is at the very heart of today’s environmental policy. The Endangered Species Act, the United Nation’s Biodiversity Treaty and the President’s Council on Sustainable Development are all offspring of the Gaia hypothesis of saving ‘Mother Earth.’”

The Pontifical document, Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life, confirms this fact.

“To some, the Gaia hypothesis is a ‘strange synthesis of individualism and collectivism. It all happens as if New Age, having plucked people out of fragmentary politics, cannot wait to throw them into the great cauldron of the global mind.’ The global brain needs institutions with which to rule, in other words, a world government. ‘To deal with today’s problems New Age dreams of a spiritual aristocracy in the style of Plato’s Republic, run by secret societies . . .’ This may be an exaggerated way of stating the case, but there is much evidence that Gnostic elitism and global governance coincide on many issues in international politics.” (Sec. 2.3.4.3)

The infamous Matthew Fox, a former Dominican priest, is pushing his own version of eco-spirituality. Called Creation Spirituality, it is mostly derived from the mystical philosophies of medieval visionaries such as Hildegard of Bingen, Thomas Aquinas, Meister Eckhart, and Nicholas of Cusa.

These examples of exaggerated environmentalism in which eco-spirituality is frequently imbedded posits a planetary spirituality that desires to bestow on creation some kind of magical force.

As Archbishop Carrera writes, “It loses the notion of a personal God, really distinct and superior to the created world, in favor of an impersonal divine force that is everything and is in everything,” Archbishop Carrera writes. “This return to naturalistic pantheism, which was definitively overcome by the event of Christian revelation, finds support in many new religious movements coming from the east and in a return to pagan religions.”

Pope Francis enunciated the correct Christian vision of the environment in a General Audience in 2014: “Creation is not some possession that we can lord over for our own pleasure; nor, even less, is it the property of only some people, the few: creation is a gift, it is the marvelous gift that God has given us, so that we will take care of it and harness it for the benefit of all, always with great respect and gratitude.”

When addressing this issue, Ms. Brinkmann takes extremely great care to completely ignore Pope Francis’ “New Age” encyclical of May 2015, titled Laudato Si’! 

Archbishop Carrera’s Call to Vigilance*… was published more than twenty years ago and Brinkmann could recall and source that, but she suffers a memory lapse when it comes to the present Pope’s highly controversial and heavily criticized encyclical!

Or is it that she and Women of Grace have to be politically correct, something that is more important than revealing the entire Catholic truth to the questioner and the reader.
LAUDATO SI' -ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME POPE FRANCIS 24 MAY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAUDATO_SI'.doc 

QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 12-CATHOLIC CRITICISM OF ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 4 SEPTEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_12-CATHOLIC_CRITICISM_OF_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI’.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 15-THE POPE SPEAKS ON CLIMATE CHANGE AIR POLLUTION AND A HERETICAL PRIEST EVADES PROLIFE ISSUES 26 SEPTEMBER 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_15-THE_POPE_SPEAKS_ON_CLIMATE_CHANGE_AIR_POLLUTION_AND_A_HERETICAL_PRIEST_ EVADES _PROLIFE_ISSUES.doc
THE UNACCEPTABLE PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY OF LAUDATO SI 4 AUGUST 2017  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_UNACCEPTABLE_PHILOSOPHY_AND_THEOLOGY_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
*A Call to Vigilance: A Pastoral Instruction on the New Age
Are Gaia Cards OK to use?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59270         

June 8, 2017
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SG writes: “Might you be so kind as to let me know if this new stuff I have learned from a new friend is going against GOD our only healer or if I am ok using these cards . . . as positive things and affirmations? I was born and raised Baptist now Methodist and I need to know as I am very unsure and don’t want to open the door to witch craft.”
The use of Gaia cards would be opening the door to evil because they are based in the occult art of divination.

For those who have never heard of them, Gaia cards come in the form of a 45-card deck and are used to divine the future and “find the answers you seek.”

The most popular cards in use today are the creation of an artist named Toni Carmine Salerno who posits a much different explanation of the creation of the universe than what Christian’s encounter in Scripture.

“Far back in time, light from the underlying fabric of creation burst forth creating the super-luminous event through which our Universe was born. Time began its endless journey through ever-expanding space. The early universe was simply a sea of particles floating through space and time. But life’s invisible wheels were already in motion and over time the sea of particles became a sea of stars from which Gaia, our Earth, was born; a living, breathing entity; our Goddess, our Mother and our reflection. Gaia Oracle will point you in love’s direction and help you find the answers you seek.”

The cards are said to offer guidance, affirmations and transformation to those who use them.

As this reviewer of the cards says, “I have found the Gaia Oracle deck to be very supportive and helpful in connecting with spiritual life on a daily basis.”

It’s important to point out that regardless of how “positive” and “supportive” the affirmations in these cards may sound, they are based on a belief in a Greek deity named Gaia, who is otherwise known as the Mother Earth goddess. Therefore, using these cards is a violation of the First Commandment – “Thou shall not have other gods beside me.” (Exodus 20:3)

Resorting to the occult art of divination is also strictly forbidden in Scripture.

“Let there not be found among you anyone . . . who practices divination . . . Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord. . . ” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

Anytime a person turns to forces that are not sourced in God, they open the door to demonic entities which can begin to wreak serious havoc on their lives through more direct means such as in the form of infestation and/or oppression. The only way to shut this door once it has been opened is to personally renounce all involvement in these activities and repent of this activity before Jesus (for Catholics, this should be done in sacramental confession).

SUSAN BRINKMANN/WOMEN OF GRACE RELATED FILES
CRITICISM OF THE WOMEN OF GRACE BLOG-MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISM_OF_THE_WOMEN_OF_GRACE_BLOG-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc 

A COURSE IN MIRACLES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ACUPUNCTURE ACUPRESSURE SHIATSU REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ACUPUNCTURE_ACUPRESSURE_SHIATSU_REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
APPLIED KINESIOLOGY MUSCLE TESTING TOUCH FOR HEALTH THERAPEUTIC TOUCH-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APPLIED_KINESIOLOGY_MUSCLE_TESTING_TOUCH_FOR_HEALTH_THERAPEUTIC_TOUCH-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   
AROMATHERAPY ESSENTIAL OILS HERBAL MEDICINES-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AROMATHERAPY_ESSENTIAL_OILS_HERBAL_MEDICINES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ASTROLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ASTROLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
CENTERING PRAYER-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CENTERING_PRAYER-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

CULTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CULTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 
DEVILS AND DEMONS DELIVERANCE AND EXORCISM-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEVILS_AND_DEMONS_DELIVERANCE_AND_EXORCISM-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DOWSING OUIJA BOARD DIVINATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DOWSING_OUIJA_BOARD_DIVINATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DREAMWORK-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DREAMWORK-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ENNEAGRAMS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ENNEAGRAMS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
GHOSTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GHOSTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
HARRY POTTER-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HARRY_POTTER-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   

HOMOEOPATHY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOEOPATHY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   
HOMOEOPATHY 02-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOEOPATHY_02-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
HYPNOSIS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HYPNOSIS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
MARTIAL ARTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARTIAL_ARTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

MEDITATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDITATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MINDFULNESS_MEDITATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN DECEMBER 2009 TO AUGUST 2011 341 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 02 PRIOR TO DECEMBER 2009 AND SUBSEQUENT TO AUGUST 2011 (UPTO JANUARY 31, 2016) 423 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_02.doc 
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 03 1 FEBRUARY 2016 TO 5 AUGUST 2016 53 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_03.doc 
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 04 6 AUGUST 2016 TO 27 NOVEMBER 2017 103 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_04.doc
NEW AGE ANGELS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_ANGELS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
NEW AGE GAMES-POKEMON SKYLANDERS ETC-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_GAMES-POKEMON_SKYLANDERS_ETC-SUSAN BRINKMANN.doc
OPRAH WINFREY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OPRAH_WINFREY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 
PROSPERITY GOSPEL-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
PSYCHOLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PSYCHOLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
REIKI-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REIKI-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

ROCK MUSIC-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROCK_MUSIC-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

SUPERSTITION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUPERSTITION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
TOYS GAMES ENTERTAINMENT YOU WANT YOUR KIDS TO AVOID-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TOYS_GAMES_ENTERTAINMENT_YOU_WANT_YOUR_KIDS_TO_AVOID-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

VASSULA RYDEN-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASSULA_RYDEN-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

WATER MAGNETIC FAR-INFRA-RED NEW AGE WELLNESS THERAPIES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WATER_MAGNETIC_FAR-INFRA-RED_NEW_AGE_WELLNESS_THERAPIES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc  

YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN-02 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN-02.doc
