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Devils and Demons, Deliverance and Exorcism
By Susan Brinkmann, Women of Grace Ministries 
Exorcist says Promiscuity, New Age Practices Lead to Demonic Possession
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2476 

By Susan Brinkmann, August 18, 2008
A British priest and practicing exorcist says that promiscuity, whether heterosexual or homosexual, and New Age practices such as Reiki, can lead to demonic possession. According to a report by LifeSiteNews, Father Jeremy Davies, 73, a priest of the Westminster diocese of the Catholic Church of England and Wales, said sexual perversions as well as trendy New Age practices can open the door to evil spirits. Offering what may be an explanation for the explosion of homosexuality in recent years, Fr. Davies said, “Among the causes of homosexuality is a contagious demonic factor.” He went on to say: “Even heterosexual promiscuity is a perversion; and intercourse, which belongs in the sanctuary of married love, can become a pathway not only for disease but also for evil spirits. Some very unpleasant things must be mentioned because young people, especially, are vulnerable and we must do what we can to protect and warn them,” he told the Catholic Herald. He also said that Satan is responsible for having blinded most secular humanists to the “dehumanising effects of contraception and abortion and IVF, of homosexual ‘marriages’, of human cloning and the vivisection of human embryos in scientific research.” He also said that extreme secular humanism, or “atheistic scientism,” which he compares to “rational Satanism” is leading Europe into a dangerous state of apostasy. “Only by a genuine personal decision for Christ and the Church can someone separate himself from it.” Fr. Davies, an Oxford graduate and medical doctor, made these comments in conjunction with the publication of his new book, entitled, Exorcism: Understanding Exorcism in Scripture and Practice published earlier this year by the Catholic Truth Society (CTS). 
Fr. Davies also warns in his book against so-called New Age and occult practices, as well as trendy exercise and “spiritual healing” regimens derived from eastern religions. “The thin end of the wedge (soft drugs, yoga for relaxation, horoscopes just for fun and so on) is more dangerous than the thick end because it is more deceptive – an evil spirit tries to make his entry as unobtrusively as possible.” “Beware of any claim to mediate beneficial energies (e.g. reiki), any courses that promise the peace that Christ promises (e.g. enneagrams), and any alternative therapy with its roots in eastern religion (e.g. acupuncture).” Needless to say, overtly occult activities such as séances and witchcraft are direct invitations to the Devil which he readily accepts.” Fr. Davies was appointed exorcist of the Westminster Archdiocese in 1986 after a four month training period in Rome. In 1993 he co-founded, with Italy’s Father Gabriele Amorth, the International Association of Exorcists which now has hundreds of members worldwide. In 2000, Fr. Davies told the Independent newspaper that incidents of demonic possession are rising dramatically along with the increase of New Age beliefs and practices, ignorance of the Bible and a growth in spiritual confusion. “At the centre of this is man’s ever-growing pride and attempted self-reliance,” he said, “man trying to build a better world without God – another Tower of Babel.”  

Know your enemy

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=145     

By Susan Brinkmann, June 30, 2010

I just started reading Fr. Thomas Euteneuer’s new book, Exorcism and the Church Militant. It’s a real page-turner, written in a Q&A format, and loaded with essential facts that all of us need to know about the Enemy.

The following are a few facts about Satan and exorcism that I learned in just the first 100 pages:

- There are many more possessed people walking around than we know of. These are the "freely chosen" possessed who have given themselves over to devil worship. As Malachi Martin once described, these victims "are absolutely controlled by evil and give no outward indication or hint whatsoever of the demonic residing within. He or she will not cringe, as others who are possessed will, at the sight of such religious symbols as a crucifix or a Rosary. The perfectly possessed will not bridle at the touch of Holy Water or hesitate to discuss religious topics with equanimity." (If that’s not terrifying, what is?)  Fr. Euteneuer asks that we pray for these people, and pray that God protect us from them.

- Demons with biblical names are always the most powerful and most wicked. These names include Satan, Beelzebub, Lucifer, Asmodeus, Meridian, Zebulun, Astarte or Ashteroth, Baal, Moloch, Lilith, Mephistopheles, or any derivative of these names.
- Lucifer’s name, which means "Light Bearer", was the name he was originally given while still a member of the highest choir of angels – the Seraphim.

- The reason that St. Michael, an Archangel, which is one of the lowest ranks of angels, was able to defeat Lucifer, who was an angel much more powerful than himself is because when Lucifer turned against God, all of his angelic powers were instantaneously corrupted. As a result, even the weakest angel in the hierarchy of heaven is now capable of defeating Satan.

- There is a difference between demons and devils. Devils were once angels of the higher choirs while demons were from the lower choirs of angels, which means devils are more powerful than demons.

- Demons cannot possess localities, but only living things. A house can be infested with demons that have chosen to live in that place for one reason or another (perhaps there were occult practices taking place there at some time or they were otherwise invited to the place), but a house, building or land cannot be possessed. This also applies to animals. They can be infested, but not possessed.

- One of Hollywood’s favorite distortions about exorcism is the way it typically portrays the Church and priest as being a kind of "beleaguered combatant" in the war against the devil. "It is the other way around!" Fr. Euteneuer writes. Demons are terrified of exorcisms and will do anything in their power to escape it because they are always defeated by them. Also contrary to Hollywood portrays are demons attacking priests during exorcisms. Fr. Euteneuer says they rarely do so "because they are generally too busy defending themselves."

- However, demons may retaliate against an exorcist by causing him all kinds of harassments such as inconveniences, persecutions, disruptions. These will rarely be catastrophic. In Fr. Euteneuer’s experience, he has had to put up with things like pipes bursting, sudden illness, a stolen credit card number, dead car batteries, etc.

- Priests can do exorcisms in secret, but this would not be a solemn exorcism. For instance, a priest might say exorcism prayers for someone that he suspects might be suffering from demonic attack but who refuses to accept it. St. Alphonsus Liguori also recommended that priests recite silent prayers of exorcism in the confessional if he suspects that a person needs deliverance. "He need not recite these prayers out loud," Fr. Euteneuer writes. "The devil, if he is truly present in the interior of the victim, will certainly hear them!"

- Other religions can perform successful exorcisms, but the Catholic rite is the most powerful because our Church is a direct heir of the apostles. The power to "bind and loose" is greatest in apostolic churches. Protestant ministers, Jewish rabbis Muslim clerics and even Buddhist monks can and do perform exorcisms, but because they have fewer weapons in their arsenal, these cases tend to be the easier cases. However, in cases involving more powerful demons, they routinely seek assistance from the Catholic Church.

These were a few of the more interesting points that I encountered in the book. I’ll keep you posted as I read more!

Famed exorcist gives realistic description of Satan

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=212#more-212    

By Susan Brinkmann, September 29, 2010

During an interview last week with a Colombian newspaper, Spanish exorcist Fr. Jose Antonio Fortea Cucurull spoke about the reality of the devil and warned anyone involved in any form of spiritism, witchcraft or Satanism that that they are in danger of possession.

The Catholic News Agency is reporting on the interview, which took place with the newspaper El Tiempo, in which Fr. Fortea said that although he has never seen a physical manifestation of a devil, he knows they exist and has felt the presence of evil. "On a certain number of occasions, alone at my house or other places, I have felt an evil presence." He said. "I would be lying if I did not acknowledge that I felt that evil presence in an intense and powerful way."

During one of these occasions, his cat quickly ran behind the curtains and was staring at a particular spot in the room.

"It is not normal for a cat to hide, tremble and stare at a particular point," he added.

Even though our culture tends to trivialize Satan by presenting him as some harmless little creature with horns and a tail (think Dirt Devil), this is not the reality.

"The devil does not have a body, a color, or a visual form, nor does he have horns, wings or a tail," Father said. "He is an invisible, bodiless entity." 

"Although we tend to speak of the demon, in reality there are many demons, each one is different, but there is one who is head over all the demons, the most powerful one: Satan," he said.

Fr. Fortea also warned that "anyone who resorts to spiritism, witchcraft, or worse yet, Satanism, is in danger of being possessed. That is the general norm, but there are cases that have no explanation, even if someone has not engaged in these practices."

He added: "When someone possessed receives an exorcism, it takes a reasonable amount of time for him or her to be liberated. A number of sessions are required. The devil resists because he knows he is condemned to leave."

When asked if he experienced any special harassment from the devil because he was an exorcist, he said he does not feel "especially harassed".

But, he added, "Reason does tell me that since he exists, the devil does have outstanding issues with me."

See http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=145 for some more facts about Satan to help you in your battles against evil. 
Can demons infest common house pets? 

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=629#more-629   

By Susan Brinkmann, February 18, 2011

ST asks: “I heard somewhere that it is possible for demons to enter into our house pets in order to harass us. Is this true?”
According to Rome’s chief exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, it is entirely possible. In fact, it’s scriptural. Remember when the legion of demons who had been infesting the Gerasene demoniac (Mark 5: 1-20) asked Jesus to be allowed to enter into a herd of swine?

According to Fr. Amorth, this phenomenon is extremely rare, but possible. In his book, An Exorcist Tells His Story, he writes about an inexperienced exorcist who ordered a demon to enter a farmer’s family pig. "The animal became savage and attacked the farmer’s wife. Needless to say, the pig was immediately killed," Fr. Amorth writes.

Animals can and have been used by demons and their human partners to harass people. For instance, Fr. Amorth tells the story of a warlock who used his cat to deliver cursed items to their destination. "Here I would say the master was possessed, not the animal," he writes.

Sadly, animals and their body parts – particularly entrails – are frequently used by witches and warlocks for magic rites. Exorcists say the most frequently used are toads and cats.

The good news is that even though the infestation of animals is possible, "so is the blessing of deliverance," Fr. Amorth writes. We can pray over our animals just as we pray over anyone else.

It is also interesting to note that instances of exorcism performed on houses, animals and things exists from as far back as the first century. This is why the Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of exorcism not only for persons but also for objects (No. 1673).
Surge of Interest in Satanism Causes Increase in Demand for Exorcists

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=800#more-800
By Susan Brinkmann, March 31, 2011
Because of the easy accessibility of information on Satan worshipping on the web, more and more young people are becoming involved in Satanism, which has resulted in an increased demand for the services of exorcists.

The Telegraph is reporting that exorcism is the subject of a six-day conference being held at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University in Rome this week. The conference has brought together more than 60 priests as well as doctors, psychologists, psychiatrists, teachers and youth workers who wish to take a serious look at the increasing phenomenon of Satanism and discuss ways to combat its dangers.

"The internet makes it much easier than in the past to find information about Satanism," said Carlo Climati, a member of the university who specializes in the dangers posed to young people by Satanism.

"In just a few minutes you can contact Satanist groups and research occultism. The conference is not about how to become an exorcist. It’s to share information about exorcism, Satanism and sects. It’s to give help to families and priests. There is a particular risk for young people who are in difficulties or who are emotionally fragile," said Mr. Climati.

Organizers of the conference told the Telegraph the rise of Satanism has been dangerously underestimated in recent years, with one of the speakers at the event, Gabriele Nanni, calling it "a revival."

While the number of genuine cases of possession by the Devil remains relatively small, "we must be on guard because occult and Satanist practices are spreading a great deal, in part with the help of the internet and new technologies that make it easier to access these rituals," Fr. Nanni said.

The United States has the largest concentration of satanic sects in the world. Among the best known are the Church of Satan, Temple of Set, Order of the Black Ram, Werewolf Order, Worldwide Church of Satanic Liberation, and Church of War. Because these groups tend to splinter and divide into new organizations, there is a long list of defunct groups as well as some that seem to exist only on the internet, such as the Order Templi Satanis whose writings are distributed on the web. 

My research on the subject has brought me into contact with experts who say it’s mostly teens and young adults who get involved in Satanism, with many of them becoming interested in the occult during their middle-school years where they are deluged with occult-based reading material, games and comic books.

They usually become involved in Satanism by accident, however. Law enforcement officials say schools are the most common recruiting areas where Satanists single out youth, usually those who don’t seem to fit in or have many close friends. They can also be found standing outside counseling centers for troubled youth, or looking for runaways at train stations and bus depots. Recruiters will befriend them, inviting them to become a member of their "club". Once the recruiter has gained their confidence, they are invited to parties where drugs and alcohol are available. Eventually, the underlying Satanism will be revealed and a light Satanic service will be performed for their benefit to put them at ease.

Once involved, they are initiated into Satanism, which usually requires the committing of a crime such as setting fire to a dumpster or spray painting symbols on a church. From this point, the newcomer will learn satanic prayers, and how to conjure spells, curses and incantations that promise everything from success to the destruction of enemies. Most of these practices are found in Anton LaVey’s Satanic Bible or The Satanic Ritual, both of which are heavily relied upon in the realms of Satan worship.
From there, youth progress to animal sacrifice and may go on to make a pact with the devil, which is a total commitment or blood oath that requires the selling of the soul to the devil. These pacts leave the door wide open for demonic possession, with many young people exhibiting extraordinary powers that only encourage them to delve deeper in the dark arts.

For instance, one former police officer who spent years dealing with the occult told Fr. Lawrence Gesy, author of Today’s Destructive Cults and Movements, that he has seen levitation and other supernatural events that were enough to make the hair on his arms stand up.

"In front of twenty-four people, one individual raised himself up from a sofa and hovered in the air. He then slowly moved to the end of the sofa and lowered himself. I have seen people of small frame pick up individuals twice their size and throw them across the room. I assure you, the power is there, it’s real and it exists . . ."

The tide of children turning to the occult shows no signs of abetting anytime soon with occult fiction continuing to fill the young adult shelves at local bookstores, and movies such as Twilight breaking box office records among tweens. Once their appetite has been whetted, children will commonly turn to the internet for more information about the occult, which is where many come into contact with Satanists. 

That the internet and ongoing occult-fiction fad leads children into the occult is not news. As long ago as 2006, a survey by the Barna Group found that an unprecedented 73 percent of teens admitted to dabbling in witchcraft and the occult. Another 12 percent said Potter piqued their interest in the occult – a percentage which translates into 3 million youngsters.

Vatican Exorcist Calls Yoga “Satanic”
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=10802
By Susan Brinkmann, November 30, 2011

Rome’s chief exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, has reignited the debate over whether Christians can practice yoga by declaring that both yoga and Harry Potter are tools of the devil. 

NY Daily News is reporting that Father Amorth made the comments at a film festival in the Italian city of Umbria this week where he was invited to introduce the new movie, The Rite.
“Practicing yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter,” Father Amorth said.

He went on to say that those seemingly “innocuous” Potter books convince kids to believe in black magic.

“In Harry Potter the Devil acts in a crafty and covert manner, under the guise of extraordinary powers, magic spells and curses.” 

As for yoga, it leads to Hinduism and “all eastern religions are based on a false belief in reincarnation,” the 86-year-old priest said.

“Satan is always hidden and what he most wants is for us not to believe in his existence,” he said. “He studies every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil, and then he offers temptations.”

Father Amorth, who performed more than 50,000 exorcisms since retiring in 2000, is the author of two books on his experiences and is both the founder and honorary president of the International Association of Exorcists.

Father Amorth is not alone in his estimation of both Potter and yoga. Pope Benedict once warned of “subtle seductions” in the Potter books that “dissolve Christianity in the soul.”

In 1999, while serving as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he issued the document “Some Aspects of Christian Meditation” in which he warns Catholics about the dangers of eastern practices such as yoga, Zen, and transcendental meditation, saying that these practices have the danger of degenerating “into a cult of the body” that debases Christian prayer. He also states that yoga poses could create a feeling of well-being in the body which could be confused with “authentic consolations of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Frightening Reality of Curses 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=15493#more-15493/http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=15497#more-15497 

By Susan Brinkmann, July 20, 2012/ July 23, 2012

We recently received a heartbreaking letter from a woman whose 35 year-old son has been struggling with alcoholism. She recently learned that his addiction was not a recent problem, but dates back to his teenage years and a time when he was in contact with a very dangerous woman.

“Last night, while under the influence, my son confided to me that when he was 13 he was given much alcohol and marijuana on a regular basis by one of his friend’s mothers.  

He learned over time that she was a witch and a very dangerous woman.  She had a reputation for evil.  One of the things she did was set fire to a barn full of valuable thoroughbred horses killing them all and destroying a hundred year old farm. She blamed all of this on her son who was 13 at the time.  Over the years, she has lost her two sons to ‘accidents’ and ruined her husband’s mind and soul as well as several of her son’s friends who were the cause of the accidents.  I never knew this woman was influencing my son as he had many friends and was very involved and busy in sports.  I am just now learning after 20 years just what impact she’s had on my family.  I understand thoughts of her and past experiences still terrify my son.  He confided to me that he’s been depending on drink for 20 years now.  I never realized these things were going on because unfortunately most of it happened on overnight stays at other kid’s homes where they would go over to her house for fun.
“He said that she was always putting curses on them as a joke and they were to young and stupid to realize the seriousness of it. I believe my son needs a release from any curses put on him and a healing from the residual damage.”
Unfortunately, we receive letters like this all the time from people whose lives have been impacted by a suspected curse in one way or another – and it’s never pretty.

Are curses for real? How do we get them? What should we do if we suspect that a curse has been put on us? And what can we do to protect ourselves against them?

In the next two blogs, I will attempt to answer these questions.

The only true experts on the nature of curses are exorcists who deal with the reality of curses every day. In the recently published book, The Rite: The Making of a Modern Exorcist, an American priest full of doubts about the whole process spent months apprenticing with an exorcist in Rome who treated hundreds of people who were suffering from curses in one way or another.

Apparently, curses come in a wide variety. For instance, as Father Gabriele Amorth explains in his book, An Exorcist Tells His Story, some curses are called “illness” and are used to make someone sick. Another type of curse is called “divisive” because it’s meant to divide people such as spouses or families. Death curses are called “destruction” because they destroy the recipient. Father Amorth says that almost always, when one of these curses is particularly powerful, “it also includes diabolical oppression, or even possession.”

Exorcism is necessary to break these curses.

Most people believe all curses come from spells and witchcraft, but there are actually four different types of curses that can be invoked in different ways:

1.  Curses imposed through the use of black magic, witchcraft or satanic rites that culminate with black masses are considered to be the most powerful. “Their common characteristic is to obtain a curse against a specific person through magic formulas or rituals – at times very complex – by invoking the demon . . .” explains Father Amorth.

2.  Curses that are spoken between people who have a blood relationship with one another are particular damaging. For instance, in one case, a father who did not want a child wished evil upon his newborn son and continued to do so as long as the boy lived at home. As he grew up, the boy suffered every kind of ill fortune in life – poor health, chronic unemployment, a difficult marriage, sickly children. The exorcism helped him spiritually, but nothing more. His life remained a train wreck.

3.  The spell (also known as malefice or hex) is another means and is the most common way that a curse is imposed. The name malefice is Latin for male factus which means to do evil, and involves creating an object out of certain materials such as burned powders, animal bones, herbs, etc. that symbolize the will to harm. These are offered to Satan to be imprinted with his powers.

A spell can be cast directly, such as by mixing the object used for the spell into the victim’s food or drink. People who are afflicted with a curse in this way often have a characteristic stomach ache with which exorcists are very familiar. A spell can be imposed indirectly by hexing objects that belong to the target such as photographs, clothes, or dolls that represent the person. In the latter case, pins are thrust into the doll in various locations causing victims to suffer from intense headaches, stomach aches, etc.

4.  The evil eye is a spell cast just by looking at someone with evil intention. This blog gets into more detail about the evil eye – which is not just someone who looks at a person the wrong way. “The evil eye is a true spell,” Father Amorth writes. “In other words, it presupposes the will to harm a predetermined person with the intervention of demons.”

The good news is that authentic curses are not as common as we might think.

“Curses are often unsuccessful for many reasons, for instance, because God does not allow the evil, or the intended victim is a person of deep prayer and union with God,” Father Amorth explains.

“Additionally, many sorcerers are inexperienced or unable to follow through; others are simply swindlers; or the devil himself, ‘liar from the beginning’, as the Gospel brands him, fools his own servants. It would be a most grave error to live in fear of falling victim to a hex.”

In his book, Interview with an Exorcist, Father Jose Antonio Fortea gives the following advice to those who believe they are suffering from a curse:
1.  Pray the Rosary
2.  Read the Bible
3.  Speak with God every day
4.  Attend Mass frequently, even daily
5.  Place a blessed crucifix and an image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the house
6.  Make the sign of the cross with holy water daily

“If the evil a person is suffering is from a demon, it will go away as a result of these devotions. If nothing changes, however, then the evil the person is suffering is not caused by a curse. Also, if a priest is an exorcist and suspects a curse, he can pray a prayer of deliverance and this will remedy the situation.”

However, we must be careful not to think every misfortune or upset stomach is the result of a curse.

“During our time on earth, God allows us to experience both good and evil because this life is a period of trial, of purification,” he reminds us.  
If we truly want to be protected, we need to be a person of prayer who lives in God’s grace. “The more one prays and lives a spiritual life, the more one is protected,” Father Fortea writes.

We are also wise to remember that the Bible never tells us to fear the devil but to resist him in the certainty that he will flee from us (James 4:7) and to remain watchful by remaining firm in our faith (1 Pet 5:9).

“We have been given the grace of Christ, who defeated Satan with his Cross,” writes Father Amorth. “We have the intercession of Mary, who has been an enemy of Satan since the beginning of humanity; we have the help of the angels and the saints. Most of all, at baptism we have been sealed with the Holy Trinity. If we live in communion with God, it is Satan and all of hell who tremble at our presence – unless we ourselves open the door to him.” 

His advice echoes that given by Pope Paul IV in 1972 during a General Audience. (This is a powerful address that is worth reading in its entirety.)

“Grace is the decisive defense. Innocence takes on the aspect of strength. Everyone recalls how often the apostolic method of teaching used the armor of a soldier as a symbol for the virtues that can make a Christian invulnerable (Rom 13: 12; Eph. 6: 11, 14-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:8). The Christian must be a militant; he must be vigilant and strong (Pt 5:8); and he must at times make use of special ascetical practices to escape from certain diabolical attacks. Jesus teaches us this by pointing to ‘prayer and fasting’ as the remedy (Mk 9:29). And the Apostle suggests the main line we should follow: ‘Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (Rom 12:21; Mt 13:29)’.”

Priest Exorcises Home of Olivia Newton-John
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=24465 

September 30, 2013





Grease super-star Olivia Newton-John arranged for a priest to exorcise her Florida mansion after a contractor killed himself inside the house.

The Daily Mail is reporting that 41 year-old Christopher Pariseleti died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound at the home of Newtown-John last month. Pariseleti, a married father of two, was apparently experiencing financial woes and killed himself shortly after being refused a loan by Newtown-John. He chose to commit suicide on the property in order to disrupt the sale of the house, which is currently on the market.

The incident has indeed cast a pall over the sale of the home with a local realtor saying: “Unfortunately there is a grim notoriety to the house and people are put off by that. Whoever buys the home will always know that someone blew their brains out in there. It is not the nicest housewarming present.”

Controversial comedienne Rosie O’Donnell was apparently interested in buying the home but backed out when she heard about the grisly suicide that took place inside.

This prompted Newton-John, now 64, to fly in a Catholic priest to perform what is being described as an exorcism of the house in order to rid it of the spirit of the deceased.

In reality, the spirit of the deceased has long since been judged and sentenced by the Lord, and because there is no record of disturbances in the house, the exorcism appears to have been done to reassure potential buyers.

But many people are wondering, can a house be exorcised?

According to Rome exorcist Fr. Gabriele Amorth, it can, and he has personally done so by adapting prayers from the Ritual of Exorcism.

“The Ritual includes about ten prayers asking the Lord to protect places from evil influences,” he writes in his book, An Exorcist Tells His Story. “They include the blessing of homes, schools and other buildings. We intone a few of these prayers. Then we read the first part of the first exorcism of individuals, modifying it to address a building. Next we exorcise every room, just as though it were a normal house blessing. Following this, we make another round, this time with blessed incense. We end with other prayers. After the exorcism, it is very efficacious to celebrate a Mass in the home.” (An Exorcist Tells His Story, pg. 125)

One exorcism is usually sufficient “if the disturbances are slight”, Fr. Amorth says.

Again, we have no idea if there were any disturbances in the home because Newton-John and her husband, John Easterling, were no longer living there.

Newton-John, who claims to be Christian, believes that music has the power to heal the body, mind and spirit. One of her albums, Grace and Gratitude, contains songs that correspond to Hindu chakras as well as the Sacraments of the Church.

“I hope these songs will help you to take time out of your busy life for relaxation or meditation,” Olivia states in the album sleeve. “I believe that all human beings are connected, like pearls on a chain. We have in common the search for peace, love and compassion. It is my hope that we can accept and respect each other’s (faith) traditions, no matter what our personal beliefs. This is my intention – to make music that helps to heal the heart and connect us to each other. On my own journey, I have been helped most by an attitude of appreciation. Life, with all its ups and downs, is a gift of grace that I accept with gratitude.”

Church Responds to Spike in Need for Exorcists 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=26998#more-26998
By Susan Brinkmann, January 17, 2014

Increased dabbling in the New Age, the occult and “games” such as the Ouija board are causing a spike in the need for the services of exorcists, which is why the Church is training an increasing number of priests to provide these crucial services to the faithful. 

The Telegraph is reporting that diocese in countries such as Italy and Spain are already seeing an increase in the number of exorcists assigned to help people who become afflicted by the forces of darkness after exploring popular occult practices. “The diocese of Milan recently nominated seven new exorcists, the bishop of Naples appointed three new ones a couple of years ago and the Catholic Church in Sardinia sent three priests for exorcism training in Rome, amid concern that the Mediterranean island, particularly its mountainous, tradition-bound interior, is a hotbed of occultism,” the Telegraph reports. “In Spain, Antonio Maria Rouco Varela, the archbishop of Madrid, chose eight priests to undergo special training in May to confront what he described as ‘an unprecedented rise’ in cases of ‘demonic possession’. 

The Church in Spain was coming across many cases that ‘go beyond the competence of psychologists’ and they were occurring with ‘a striking frequency’, the archbishop said.” This fact is confirmed by Fr. Francesco Bamonte, president of the Italy-based International Association for Exorcists which was founded in 1993 by Rome’s chief exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth. “Diabolical possessions are on the increase as a result of people subscribing to occultism,” Fr. Bamonte told La Repubblica last month. “The few exorcists that we have in the dioceses are often not able to handle the enormous number of requests for help.” John Allen, a reporter for the National Catholic Reporter, claims the upsurge in the number of exorcists is not just a response to public demand but to quality control. “There are all these guys, some of them priests, who have set themselves up as exorcists. A lot of it is fairly dodgy theologically — they are self-appointed exorcists running around purporting to be acting on behalf of the Church,” Allen says. “Now there is an attempt to ensure that all this is done in accordance with the Church’s official teaching. The hierarchy don’t want it going on outside the official channels.” 

Pope Francis frequently mentions the devil and demonic activity in his homilies and is believed to have performed an exorcism during a Mass in St. Peter’s Square last spring. A television camera recorded him laying hands on a man in a wheelchair who went into convulsions before slumping weakly in the chair. Experts claimed it was an exorcism, although the Vatican was vague about the incident, saying only that the Pope “did not intend” to perform an exorcism that day. This report proves that many people are being seriously harmed by what they see as innocent dabbling in the occult and/or New Age practices such as Reiki that have occult aspects. As the pope warned recently: “When we think of our enemies, we really think of the Devil first, because it’s the Devil that harms us. The Devil enjoys the atmosphere, the lifestyle of worldliness.” Far too many people don’t take the devil seriously enough – and they do so at their own peril. 

Demonic Possession Stuns Authorities 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27534#more-27534
By Susan Brinkmann, January 29, 2014

Latoya Ammons Authorities in Gary, Indiana were stunned by the demonic possession of a woman and her three children that saw a nine year-old boy walk backward up a wall and a little girl levitate above her bed. 

According to IndyStar.com, whose report was gleaned from over 800 pages of official records, it all started when Indianapolis resident Latoya Ammons and her family moved into a rental home on Carolina Street in Gary in November, 2011. Not long after Latoya, her mother, Rosa Campbell, and her three children ages 6, 9 and 12 moved into the home, strange things started happening. First, it was the flies, big and black and swarming all over their screened-in porch in the middle of December. No matter how many they killed, the bugs kept coming back. Then came the occasional sound of footsteps climbing the basement stairs and coming into the kitchen, even though no one was ever there. 

One night, Rosa awoke in the middle of the night and saw a shadowy figure pacing in the living room. When she turned on the lights, no one was there, except for a set of large, wet boot prints. In March, 2012, the strange occurrences escalated beyond that of an annoyance when Latoya came into her 12 year-old daughter’s bedroom in the middle of the night and saw the child levitating in the air above the bed. The girl was sound asleep. At this point, Latoya and her mother realized they needed help, but the police and local churches refused to listen. At best, officials at one church visited the home and determined that it had spirits in it and recommended that they use bleach and ammonia to clean the house, then use oil to draw crosses on all the doors and windows. That didn’t work, nor did the advice of two clairvoyants who said the home was filled with more than 200 demons and suggested the family move. Unfortunately, they couldn’t afford to do so. 
Instead they took the clairvoyants’ advice and built an altar in the basement, which seemed to be the source of the problem, and place a candle and statues of Jesus, Mary and Joseph on it. They also burned sage and sulfur throughout the house, starting upstairs and working their way down. All the while, they read Psalm 91 aloud, “You shall not fear the terror of the night . . .” That didn’t work either. In fact, things just got worse. 

The Ammons’ rental home in Gary, Ind. The demons began to possess both Latoya and the children but not Rosa, who claims she “and others like her” have protection from demons, although the Star does not state what kind of protection this is. During the possession, the children’s eyes would bulge, evil smiles would cross their faces and their voices would deepen. Latoya claimed to feel weak, lightheaded and warm when she was possessed. Her body would shake and she’d feel out of control. Rosa said the demons once threw her now seven year-old grandchild out of the bathroom and smacked her granddaughter in the head with a headboard so hard she required stitches. The girl would later tell mental health professionals that she sometimes felt as if something was holding her down and choking her. Some nights were so bad the family slept at a hotel, the Star reports. 

They finally reached out to their family doctor, Dr. Geoffrey Onyeukwu, on April 19, 2012. Dr. Onyeukwu found their story to be “bizarre” and wrote “delusions of ghost in home” and “hallucinations” in his medical notes. But that wasn’t to be the final word on this story. Even while the family was still in his office, the Ammon boys began cursing the doctor in demonic voices. Medical staff said the youngest child was “lifted and thrown into the wall with nobody touching him.” Both boys abruptly passed out and could not be awakened. 

Staff called 911 and more than a half dozen police showed up with multiple ambulances. The boys were taken to Methodist Hospital’s campus in Gary where they were revived. The older boy was okay, but the youngest was said to scream and thrash and required five grown men to hold him down. Meanwhile, the Department of Child Services (DCS) was called to investigate the family for possible child abuse. The case was given to Valerie Washington who reported that while the family was being examined by medical staff, the seven year-old began growling and showing his teeth and his eyes began rolling back in his head. At one point, he put his hands around his brother’s throat and refused to let go until staff intervened. Later that evening, Washington and a registered nurse named Willie Lee Walker brought the two boys into an examining room along with Rosa. The youngest began to growl at his brother again and threatened, “It’s time to die. I will kill you” in a deep, unnatural voice. Suddenly, a weird grin crossed the older boy’s face and staff looked on in astonishment as he got up and began walking backward up the wall until he reached the ceiling where he flipped over and landed on his feet. “He walked up the wall, flipped over her and stood there,” Walker told The Star. “There’s no way he could’ve done that.” Terrified, Washington and Walker both ran out of the room. The three children were taken into protective custody. Finally, someone contacted the hospital chaplain who got in touch with Father Michael Maginot at St. Stephen, Martyr Parish, in Merrillville who asked him to perform an exorcism on the nine year-old boy. Maginot agreed to interview Latoya and her mother and said even while he was doing so, strange things were happening, such as lights flickering on and off, Venetian blinds swinging without any sign of a breeze and wet footprints appearing on the living room rug. Latoya complained about a headache and started convulsing when Maginot put a crucifix on her head. After a four-hour interview, Maginot came away convinced that the family was being tormented by demons and received permission from Bishop Dale Melczek to perform an exorcism on Latoya. Bishop Melczek said it was the first time in his 21 years as bishop of the Diocese of Gary that he had done so. Two police officers and DCS case manager Samantha Ilic accompanied Maginot on the day he performed the first ritual. Ilic later said the whole time the prayers were being said, “We felt like someone was in the room . . . breathing down your neck.” She experienced several medical problems after visiting the home and police officers said their radios wouldn’t work and one officer’s car seats began moving back and forth on their own. Ultimately, it took three exorcisms to free Latoya from the demons who were possessing her and her family. Latoya regained custody of her three children and they are now living in peace in a new home in Indianapolis.
Exorcist Explains Devil’s Special Hatred of Women 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27579#more-27579
By Susan Brinkmann, January 31, 2014

There’s a reason why more women experience demonic possession than men, says exorcist Fr. Joseph Iannuzzi. 

CPCB Online Radio reports on a talk given by Rome-based theologian and exorcist Father Joseph Iannuzzi at Miriam College in Quezon City, Philippines on June 13, 2013 on the subject of the devil’s special hatred for the Mother of God and for women. “I am quite familiar with Satan’s hatred toward Mary and therefore, toward women in general on account of Mary,” Fr. Joseph Iannuzzi said. Satan is humiliated by the Blessed Virgin because God chose her, a pure and humble woman, to defeat him. “[Satan] is like a mad man. He can’t get to Mary; she’s confirmed in grace, she defeated him. So he looks for other women,” said the priest, who assisted the legendary Father Gabriele Amorth, former chief exorcist for the diocese of Rome. According to Amorth, women are more “easily exposed to the danger of the devil” which is why statistics show more women are possessed by evil spirits than men. Fr. Iannuzzi said the devil particularly likes to prey upon attractive women and has personally encountered numerous cases of possessed women who were forced to prostitute themselves. The hand of Satan can also be found in the so-called “women’s rights” issues such as abortion and access to contraception. Since it is the devil’s plan to “ape God, to mock God,” Fr. Iannuzzi said, he also “employs the woman in the destruction, the breakdown of the family nucleus.” Under the guise of “rights”, women use contraception and avail themselves of abortion, destroying their fertility and their offspring which does grave harm to themselves, their marriages and their families. 
However, women do not have some kind of intrinsic flaw that makes them so susceptible to demonic possession, he said; it is more like a diabolical loathing by substitution that makes them the special prey of the devil. Satan is “avenging himself” because of Mary’s role as described in the Protoevangelium, Fr. Iannuzzi said. Citing Genesis 3:15 where God announces that He will “put enmity between you and the woman”, he explained that Satan is unable to resist being envious of Mary’s “efficacious power that exceeds that of all other creatures.” He concluded by saying the Blessed Virgin Mary is powerful because “she is totally abandoned to the will of God.” 
Internet Exorcisms Are Worthless 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27574#more-27574
By Susan Brinkmann, February 5, 2014

If you come across an internet ad hawking an exorcism via Skype, click on the little “x” in the corner and keep surfing for real help. Vocativ.com is reporting on a new internet fad made famous during an interview with Anderson Cooper of CNN and Evangelical Christian Reverend Bob Larson who claimed people can be exorcised of their demons in the quiet comfort of their own home. Billing himself as a “real exorcist”, Larson, who serves at the Spiritual Freedom Church in Scottsdale, Arizona, says he appeared on Cooper’s show to advertise a new way to get an exorcism via Skype. The only problem is that exorcisms simply can’t be done that way and the whole idea leaves the field wide open to scam artists who are already charging people for a phony deliverance. 

“They just can’t be done that way,” says Reverend Isaac Kramer, director of the International Catholic Association of Exorcists, an organization that trains and ordains new exorcists. “If a person is fully possessed, the demon inside of them will not let them sit in front of the computer screen to be exorcised. Chances are, they’re going to throw the computer screen across the room and destroy everything.” In the Catholic Church, the exorcism ritual can only be performed by a priest who has the permission of his bishop. 

The recent demonic possession of a young woman and her children in Gary, Indiana reveals the seriousness of this subject and what great good can be done for people who fall into the hands of a competent exorcist. Not so with the latest internet variety which is already spawning a small cottage industry of self-made exorcists. As Vocativ reports: “A number of websites, such as ExorcismTraining.net, offer online exorcisms to demon-ridden customers. Naturally, they charge a $50 ‘diagnostic fee’ as well as requiring many biographical details. Want to self-treat? They have a beginners’ training pack for $29.95 so you can teach yourself to exorcise in just four weeks.” 

The Church acknowledges that the need for exorcists is increasing, and has taken steps in recent years to train more priests in this area so that more help will be available to those in need, but relying on charlatans is not the way to go. If you need help, visit the International Catholic Association of Exorcists website. 
Is Demonic Possession More Common Than We Think? 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27801#more-27801
By Susan Brinkmann, February 14, 2014

Anyone who doubts the presence of Satan in the world (and there are billions of these people) needs to read this blog http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/2014/02/the-devil-in-ordinary.html by Father Dwight Longenecker. In it, he describes an encounter with a very likeable man who does not fit the description of the possessed person. He doesn’t have a dark personality or exhibit discomfort in the presence of holy objects or any of the other signs we associate with the possessed. In fact, it was only a brief glimpse of an expression on the man’s face that tipped Father off to what was really going on inside him. I first read about these kinds of possessed people in the book Exorcism and the Church Militant by Father Thomas J. Euteneuer. He referred to them as the “freely chosen” possessed who have given themselves over to the devil. 

Quoting Malachi Martin, he explained that these people are “absolutely controlled by evil and give no outward indication or hint whatsoever of the demonic residing within. He or she will not cringe, as others who are possessed will, at the sight of such religious symbols as a crucifix or a Rosary. The perfectly possessed will not bridle at the touch of Holy Water or hesitate to discuss religious topics with equanimity.” If that’s not terrifying, what is? Those of us who remain unread on the subject of Satan and demonology do so at our own peril. We should all take Fr. Euteneuer’s advice and pray for these people as well as ask God to protect us from them. 

Exorcism Makes a Believer Out of Psychologist 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=27940#more-27940
By Susan Brinkmann, February 17, 2014

A Pittsburgh-area psychologist says that assisting in nearly 100 exorcisms has convinced him of the devil’s existence and the war being waged between heaven and hell. KDKA in Pittsburgh is reporting on Adam Blai, a psychologist who has been assisting in exorcisms for the past 10 years. He admits to being a skeptic when he first became involved in the work, but what he witnessed over the years has convinced him of the truth about good and evil. “Basically, it’s a war between heaven and hell, that’s been going on since Creation started, and it’s a war over us for the most part,” Blai told KDKA’s Andy Sheehan. 
He described seeing people whose mouths weren’t moving, and yet the sound coming out of them was beyond what any human could produce. “I’ve also seen bones dislocate spontaneously, and pop out when something animated the body and put the body into a different shape,” he said. ” . . . We’ve seen the demon and possessed call out to its brothers and doors blow off and there’s nothing there, but something has entered the room. That happens all the time.” He admitted to personally summoning angels and saints to help him in the battle against the kingdom of darkness. It wasn’t always so, however. When he first became involved in assisting with the ritual, he was very skeptical. “Your mind rebels against really believing that this is really real, even after you’ve seen some things,” he says. “But eventually, the evidence piles up, and the pile becomes so large that you really have to accept it.” In his career, he has studied some of the most violent killers but found at least some humanity in them, which was not the case with people who are possessed. “When you interact with somebody possessed by a demon, their heart is so completely and totally black and devoid of any hesitation or compassion that you know in your heart that they would tear you apart and be smiling the entire time,” Blai said. “It really changes you, and to see a full-blown case like they would make movies about — though Hollywood always exaggerates things a little bit – it really kind of straightens out your spiritual life.” He added: “And you have to think very hard about what you’re going to do with that knowledge.” 
Exorcist Warns About Dangers of Public Black Masses
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=31539#more-31539
By Susan Brinkmann, July 7, 2014. See also http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=32701#more-32701
An exorcist is warning the public that regardless of why they may choose to do so, attending black masses, such as the one that is being planned at the Oklahoma City Civic Center in September, opens them to the power of the demonic.

Aleteia.org is reporting that the exorcist, who cannot be named due to the nature of his work, said that even attending a black mass out of curiosity is dangerous.

“You cannot attend such an event—even if one does so merely out of curiosity, and not with any firm desire to worship Satan—without being adversely affected,” the exorcist said. “The mere fact that this black mass in Oklahoma City will be public lends it a certain legitimacy, and I suspect that some people will go simply to be entertained. What they may not realize immediately is that simply by going, they will open themselves to the power of the demonic.”

He is referring to the black mass scheduled for September 21 at the Civic Center for which tickets went on sale last week. The Center reports that about 10 tickets have been sold thus far.

The black mass is a mockery of the Mass complete with upside-down crucifixes, the invocation of the name of Satan and other demons, and the desecration of a consecrated host. It is usually officiated by a celebrant, deacon or sub-deacon on an altar that is the often the body of nude woman.

Oklahoma City Archbishop Paul Coakley has already condemned the planned Mass and questioned whether this kind of blatant attack on religion is an appropriate use of public space.

“For more than 1 billion Catholics worldwide and more than 200,000 Catholics in Oklahoma, the Mass is the most sacred of religious rituals,” the archbishop said in a statement. “It is the center of Catholic worship and celebrates Jesus Christ’s redemption of the world by his death and resurrection. In particular, the Eucharist—which we believe to be the body, blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ – is the source and summit of our faith.

“That’s why we’re astonished and grieved that the Civic Center would promote as entertainment and sell tickets for an event that is very transparently a blasphemous mockery of the Mass,” he continued. “The ‘Black Mass’ that is scheduled for the Civic Center in September is a satanic inversion and distortion of the most sacred beliefs not only of Catholics, but of all Christians.”

Organizers of the event, a local satanic church named Dakhma of Angra Mainyu, claim they are staging the mass in order to enlighten and educate the public.  Adam Daniels, who heads the church, described the mass as “a defiant act to show the Catholics that Satanism will stand up and fight for our religious rights.”  He also told Aleteia that his group practices “religious satanism” rather than the “atheistic satanism” of the New York based Satanic Temple which tried to stage a black mass at Harvard this past spring. His group has even performed satanic marriages, complete with marriage licenses.

Theistic Satanism is practiced by people who actually worship the devil, such as members of the Temple of Set.

Religious Satanism, on the other hand, is comprised of people who accept Satan as a pre-Christian life-principal who is worth emulating.

The public staging of black masses could be the start of a new strategy by the satanists, the exorcist told Aleteia, adding that there are plenty of black masses going on behind closed doors all the time.

“The enemy never sleeps, and while I do not know if the number of those who openly identify themselves as satanists is growing, certainly the numbers of those who self-identify as agnostic, atheistic, or not associated with any religious group is growing.  In other words, we have a growing class of people in the U.S. who do not profess any type of religious belief, which leaves them free to believe what they will and define morality for themselves. In my experience as a priest, it also leaves them more susceptible to the power of evil.”

As alarming as this might sound, the broader picture is even more troubling, he said.

“My fear is that, as our country as a whole drifts further and further away from authentic Christian values, we are going to see more and more things like this in the future,” he continued. “What most people don’t fully realize is that there is truly a spiritual battle going on for the soul of our country. By legalizing and embracing things like abortion, euthanasia, and gay ‘marriage’ that are so antithetical to authentic Gospel values, we are unleashing the power of evil into our society.  
Confusion about moral issues is being introduced into the minds and hearts of many. There very literally will be hell to pay for many.”

He suggested that the faithful fight back just as they did at Harvard in Boston when they staged massive Eucharistic processions and holy hours to counter the event as well as fasted and prayed to have the black mass cancelled. Although they succeeded in having it removed from the campus of Harvard, it took place at a nearby restaurant.

“We must petition our Lord, His Mother, and all the angels and saints in this fierce battle against the powers of hell.  To fail to fight this evil is to abandon souls to hell.”
Italian Politician to Pope: I Need an Exorcism!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=32910#more-32910
By Susan Brinkmann, August 29, 2014

An Italian politician is convinced that he’s been cursed by the father of a woman he once publicly disparaged and is threatening to call the Pope directly to demand an exorcism to be free of the hex.

The Telegraph is reporting on the case of Roberto Calderoli, a former ministry official who caused an uproar last year after saying that Italy’s first black minister, Cecile Kyenge, reminded him of an orangutan. He eventually apologized but is now claiming that a series of mishaps proves that the Congolese woman’s father put a curse on him.

These suspicions stem from a ceremony attended by Miss Kyenge’s father, Clement Kikoko Kyenge in his village in the Republic of Congo when a picture of Calderoli was placed on an altar and a prayer was said asking God to free him from the kind of evil thoughts that prompted him to speak so unkindly about his daughter. The photo was then placed on an altar dedicated to the ancestors of the village where the same request was made.

Since that time, Calderoli says he has suffered a series of misfortunes including six surgeries, the death of his mother, two broken fingers, and two broken vertebrae. To top it off, he tweeted a photo of himself holing a six foot-long snake he caught and killed at his home in Italy.

In addition, he recently told the Italian magazine, Oggi, that a good luck charm he received from friends in Naples mysteriously broke in half a day after he received it. Calderoli also claims that a mystic told him that had “a tremendous force” around him.

“I don’t know if I should put an advert in the paper or call (Pope Francis) directly,” Calderoli recently tweeted, “but I must absolutely find an exorcist.”

Mr. Kyenge says he never put a curse on Calderoli.

“We are Christians like him, we have forgiven him and our prayer was only meant to encourage him to make statements befitting his role,” he told the Telegraph.

If Calderoli was sincere in his apology to his daughter, there is nothing to worry about; however, if he’s not sincere, “the ancestors may become nervous,” Kyenge said.

Calderoli might seem like a hysteric, but curses are actually much more common that people think.

The word “curse” is a generic term commonly defined as “harming others through demonic intervention” according to Rome’s exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth.

Generally speaking, curses come in four different forms:

1. Black magic, witchcraft, satanic rites that culminate in black masses – this involves placing a curse on someone through some kind of magic formula (spell) or ritual, by invoking demons

2.  Curses – curses invoke evil and are particularly powerful if there is a blood relationship between the one who casts them and the accursed.

3. The evil eye – this is a spell cast by someone who looks at you with the intent to do you harm with the intervention of demons. It’s the equivalent of deliberately calling demons upon a particular person.

4.  The spell – also known as malefice or hex is the most common means to achieve evil. The name malefice in Latin means “to do evil”. It usually involves making some kind of object or potion and then offering it to Satan to be imprinted with his evil power.

As for Miss Kyenge, who is an Italian citizen and a European minister of parliament (MP), she scoffs at the idea of a curse.

“I ask myself what religion Mr. Calderoli practices,” she said. “I am Catholic and therefore do not believe in many other practices and rites and I don’t agree with his statements, which I consider irreligious.”

Tulsa Exorcist: Black Mass Attendees Risk Possession

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=33341#more-33341
By Susan Brinkmann, September 17, 2014

The exorcist for the diocese of Tulsa is warning attendees of this Sunday’s black mass at the Oklahoma City Civic Center that they risk being possessed by the demons that are invoked in the ritual, especially if they are not in a state of grace, and is calling upon the faithful to engage in “intense prayer” to counter the evil of the rite. 

Aleteia http://aleteia.org/2014/09/15/oklahoma-exorcist-sees-need-for-more-intense-prayer-as-black-mass-approaches/ is reporting on a chilling interview given by Monsignor Patrick Brankin to Tulsa World on Monday. Msgr. Brankin, who has been serving as the exorcist for the diocese of Tulsa for the last four years, said this event has to be fought with prayer. 
He specifically requested the priests of the diocese to pray the Leonine Prayers which he described as being an “exorcism of place.” This is needed because, as his bishop, Edward J. Slattery of Tulsa, has warned: “Public worship of the Devil brings the dark powers of the enemy into the open. It legitimizes horrific abuse and normalizes acts of shameful degradation. It poses a spiritual danger to everyone directly or indirectly involved in it, but that same danger threatens every one of our families.” This is a very dangerous event and Msgr. Brankin said those who attend should think twice about doing so. 

“I would think that there would be a real strong possibility, especially if they’re in the state of sin, that they would walk out possessed,” Msgr. Brankin said. 

“They’re going into a situation where people there are calling upon Satan to exercise dominion over everything in the state—dominion over people, places, our very land. They promise to do an exorcism of the Christians there, which, in their own foolish talk, involves the pulling out of the Holy Spirit. If someone went there out of curiosity, especially if there was a possibility that they were not in the state of grace, they could easily come out with a demonic attachment, whether it would be an oppression, obsession or a full possession.” He went on to explain the differences among those three categories: “Oppression and obsession are very painful and damaging states of demonic interference, but less controlling than Diabolic Possession. In effect, the control in oppression and obsession are from the outside, while the demonic control in possession is from the inside.” Msgr. Brankin, who is receiving several requests for help per week, said he’s expecting an uptick in requests after the black mass. According to Bishop Slattery, the number of people needing this kind of help has been increasing steadily over the years, mostly because of the increasing secularism in society and dabbling in occult-oriented activities. When he first came to Tulsa 20 years ago, Bishop Slattery said the diocese was getting about one call a year concerning demonic activity. “But in the last few years, we’re seeing more demonic activity.” This trend is due to more and more people turning to Ouija boards, witchcraft, astrology, fortune telling and other occult practices that “open the door to the demonic.” The neighboring diocese of Oklahoma City successfully sued for the return of the consecrated host that was to be used at the black mass, which is being sponsored by the Dakhma of Angra Mainyu “church”; however, in spite of a national outcry against it, the event is still scheduled to take place on Sunday, September 21, at 7:00 p.m. CDT. 

Bishop Slattery as well as many other U.S. bishops are asking for holy hours of Eucharistic adoration to take place at the same time as the black mass and that, wherever possible, there should be an outdoor procession “so that we can both reaffirm the lordship of Jesus and also reclaim the land that is now being blasphemed and claimed for the enemy,” Bishop Slattery has said. 
Exorcists Say Occult Activity Spikes at Halloween 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=34573#more-34573
By Susan Brinkmann, October 30, 2014

The spokesman for the International Association of Exorcists says there is a marked increase in occult activity around Halloween which is why this holiday should be banned or substituted with something less sinister. 

The Daily Mail is reporting http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2812605/Halloween-really-evil-says-Vatican-replaced-HOLYWEEN.html#ixzz3HYJvyNXg that Father Aldo Buonaiuto, a member of Association, would like to see Halloween replaced by “Holy-ween” – a night when children dress up like saints and attend prayer vigils instead of wearing ghoulish costumes and collecting treats from their neighbors. Father Buonaiuto also warned about the danger posed to young people who celebrate this feast which is accompanied by an increase in occult activity. He claims the group’s emergency number receives around 40 calls a day around this time of year, many from parents who believe their child has been initiated into the occult. “Many say Halloween is a simple carnival, but in fact there is nothing innocent or fun about it – it is the antechamber to something much more dangerous,” Father Buonaiuto said. “There are always more evil rituals, animal sacrifices, desecrations of cemeteries and thefts of sacred bones at the time of 31 October.” He likened participation in Halloween to “an initiation into the occult” and said that this is the time of year that occult sects recruit new members. “From here the door to the devil can be opened. For this reason it’s necessary for us to speak out and not play down the danger.” Instead, he suggests children be encouraged to launch Holy-ween, a festival being celebrated in Italy to counter Halloween. “While most people are steeped in zombies and horror, we put on our door or windows a light or an image evocative of the saints,” he said. 

“And then there will be masses, prayer vigils and worship to celebrate the saints and victory of good over evil.” Father Buonaiuto made the comments during a conference of over 300 exorcists who met in Rome last weekend. They were addressed by Pope Francis who asked them to perform their ministry “with love and kindness from the church toward those who suffer because of the evil one.”
Are Pagan Gods Demons?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=35028#more-35028
By Susan Brinkmann, November 19, 2014

ST asks: “Are pagan gods really demons? And if so, how do we know this?”
Great question, and one that has enormous bearing on anyone who thinks “dabbling” in New Age and neopagan practices is just a bunch of harmless fun.

First of all, pagan gods aren’t demons – they’re simply nonexistent. There’s no such thing as the Sun God, Mithra, Isis, etc. But what happens is demons often hide behind these names and respond when the god is invoked.
This was the view of Tertullian (160-229), who is known as the “founder of western theology” who believed that because pagan gods were supposedly deified human beings, they weren’t real. Instead, their names and images “were employed by unclean spirits, fallen angels, demons of pagan philosophical tradition, in order to take honor upon themselves and from God.”

The early Church father, Justin Martyr, also believed that heathen gods were wicked demons who led men astray.

These beliefs weren’t just made up. They come straight from Scripture. Consider the warning given by St. Paul to the Corinthians, telling them that when they sacrifice to idols, “they sacrifice to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to become participants with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and also the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and of the table of demons.” (1 Corinthians 10: 20-22)

This is a strong admonition, and one that should be taken very seriously by anyone involved in New Age or neopagan practices because of the ramifications it can have upon a person’s spiritual health.

For instance, we know from the legendary yoga guru B.K.S. Iyengar, in his book Light on Yoga that “Some asanas are also called after Gods of the Hindu pantheon and some recall the Avataras or Incarnations of Divine Power.” So when we bow and bend ourselves into yoga positions, we could be bowing and bending to demons.

We also know from practitioners of transcendental meditation that the mantras used in this and similar eastern meditation techniques are often the names of Hindu gods. So when we chant our mantra, we could be chanting to demons.

Goddess worship, which is integral to the practice of Wicca/Witchcraft, is another area where false gods such as Sophia, and a variety of female gods from the Greek pantheon such as Isis, Athena, and Artemis are making a comeback among the general population. When we worship these goddesses, we are worshiping demons.

“Energy healers” introduce us to the most popular of all New Age gods – a “universal life force energy” to whom we go for healing and well-being. This too, is demonic.

The human potential movement, which involves all kinds of self-help programs such as Landmark and books such as The Secret, lure us into worshiping another false god – the “self.” Nothing is more associated with the devil than pride – so when we worship ourselves, or consider ourselves to be divine, we are worshiping Lucifer, the originator of this false teaching.

Astrologers who apply all kinds of divine powers to planetary bodies are also worshiping false gods or demons.

Another major stream feeding into the New Age movement is neopaganism, which is loaded with false gods, from the idols of the eco-spirituality movement with its “green religions” that encourage worship of Gaia (Mother Earth) and Pan, to those who engage in shamanism and neo-Druidism. These gods are all demons.

Even though most U.S. Catholics are not well catechized, we’re not that naive, which is why Satan knows better than to try to lure us into worshiping him by doing the obvious – such as erecting a molten calf. Most of us would balk at this. So what does he do? He disguises it. Yoga is “just exercise.” Reiki’s “spirit guided energy force” can be the Holy Spirit if we want it to be. Worshiping Gaia is just respecting the environment.

Or he convinces us that we’re all “gods” worthy of worship through the specious arguments of self-help gurus like Dr. Wayne Dyer and Deepak Chopra.

This is why Scripture is loaded with so many warnings about false teachings/teachers, it would be impossible to list them all.

But it also tells us how to deal with these spiritual counterfeits. Test the spirits!

“Do not trust every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they belong to God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can know the Spirit of God: every spirit that acknowledges Jesus Christ come in the flesh belongs to God, and every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus does not belong to God. . . . We belong to God and anyone who knows God listens to us, while anyone who does not belong to God refuses to hear us. This is how we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of deceit.”

Applying this simple rule eliminates most New Age programs because a core belief of the New Age is that Jesus is either just another prophet alongside Moses and Mohammed, or that he is some kind of reincarnated avatar sent to earth to give us advanced spiritual revelations from the “hierarchy” of the heavens. 
The New Age philosophy accepts Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius, Jesus, and many others as ‘Christ’. Some New Agers refer to Christ as a “Christ spirit” or even the Cosmic Christ concept of former priest Matthew Fox who preaches that Christ is a pre-Christian archetype of God who is present in every creature. Others present a distorted Jesus who does not conform to the authentic Gospel, such as A Course in Miracles and Neale Donald Walsh’s Conversations with God.

This rule also applies to the various neopagan movements with their variety of gods such as the polytheistic Hinduism, healing methods that involve invoking a “universal life force energy” for health and well-being, and/or self-help programs that elevate the self to a god-like status that belongs to no one other than Jesus Christ.

I have found in my many years of studying the New Age that one does not need an advanced degree in theology to discern good from evil. One needs only Scripture, the Catechism, and a daily prayer life that keeps them in constant touch with the One True God.
Exorcist Warns Youth Away from Pencil Game 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=40399#more-40399
By Susan Brinkmann, May 29, 2015
Spanish exorcist Jose Antonio Fortea is warning children to take a pass on The Pencil Game, aka the “Charlie Charlie Challenge,” which involves invoking the spirit of a dead child named Charlie. The Catholic News Agency is reporting http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/is-charlie-charlie-a-harmless-game-exorcist-says-absolutely-not-49686/ on an interview with Fortea published by ACI Prensa in which he warns that the Charlie Charlie Challenge involves the occult practice of “calling on spirits.“ 

The game, which has gone viral on social media, requires participants to lay two pencils in the shape of a cross on a sheet of paper with the words “yes” and “no” written on it. Players then summon the spirit by calling, “Charlie, Charlie, can you play?” and wait for the spirit to move the pencils in response. Twitter is full of clips of teens playing the game, then running off screen and shrieking in fear when the pencils begin to move. Fortea says the game is very dangerous and warns that “some spirits who are at the root of that practice will harass some of those who play the game.” While not risking outright possession, participants in this game can expect that the spirits they invoke “will stay around for a while” in spite of the rules which say the spirit has to leave when the game is done. Participants also risk that playing the game “will result in other spirits beginning to enter into even more frequent communication,” Father Fortea said. “And so then the person really can suffer much worse consequences from the demons” who are pretending to be “Charlie”. 

THE CHARLIE CHARLIE CHALLENGE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_CHARLIE_CHARLIE_CHALLENGE.doc
Philippines Needs More Exorcists 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=42153#more-42153
By Susan Brinkmann, August 12, 2015

A Rome-trained exorcist from the Archdiocese of Manila has put out a call to the bishops in his country to appoint more exorcists to handle an ever-growing number of cases. According to this article by National Public Radio (NPR) http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/07/30/424980005/help-wanted-the-philippines-needs-more-exorcists the priest in charge of the Office of Exorcism for the Archdiocese of Manilla, Father Jose Francisco Syquia, says his case load has exploded to 200 so far this year. “At any given time we have at the minimum 30 cases,” said the 48-year-old priest. “And we’re only five exorcists.” Father Syquia’s team of exorcists relies on additional help from psychiatrists, doctors, lawyers, and the laity, but it’s not enough to handle the demand. This is why he felt compelled to send a letter to the Philippine bishop’s conference asking them to send one resident exorcist to each of the country’s 86 dioceses. “[The] majority of them do not have exorcists or a team of exorcists that deal with these kinds of cases,” says Syquia. “Therefore many of the Filipinos tend to go to the occult practitioners, what we call the faith healers, spiritists, etc.” Syquia believes these healers are responsible for the increased number of demonic possessions because they open doors to the demonic in ways that allow evil spirits to attach themselves to people. Known as “portals” by some, once these doors are opened to the spiritual realm, demons are able to attack a person more directly through various forms of infestation and oppression, leading up to eventual possession. If the door remains closed, they can only harass a person indirectly such as by tempting them to sin. Practices that open these portals involve any kind of occult activity such as by consulting mediums and horoscopes, contacting the dead and divining the future through tarot cards, palm reading ouija boards or horoscopes. Dabbling in the New Age and engaging in oriental mysticism such as meditation methods that blank the mind and induce an altered state of consciousness are also very common ways that portals are open. The pervasiveness of these practices is causing an increase in demonic manifestations around the world and has caused many Church officials to respond by training more exorcists. It’s a tough job. In addition to the hard work of exorcism, which require repeated sessions of prayer that can last up to four hours, the priests also have to deal with retaliation from the spirits they encounter. “You expect that there will be more, what we call, retaliations because you are jumping into enemy territory and retaking … what truly belongs to God,” Syquia told NPR. “And therefore it’s more like maybe a commando raid behind enemy lines.” The courageous priests who are involved in the work of exorcism and deliverance are in need of our constant prayers asking God to protect them from retaliation from the powerful forces with which they are routinely engaged. 
Exorcist: Yoga/Reiki can be Point of Entry for Demons
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=42834#more-42834
By Susan Brinkmann, August 28, 2015

During a recent interview, Dominican priest and exorcist Father Juan Jose Gallego of the Archdiocese of Barcelona said that both Reiki and some forms of yoga can be points of entry for demons.

CNA is reporting on the comments made by the exorcist to the Spanish daily, El Mundo, in which he said that pride is the sin the devil likes the most. He also warned that “New Age” practices like Reiki and some yoga can be points of entry for the demons, and called addictions a “type of possession.”

Gallego, who has been serving as an exorcist in the diocese for nine years, admitted to the interview that he sometimes afraid when confronting demons.

“In the beginning I had a lot of fear,” Fr. Gallego replied. “All I had to do was look over my shoulder and I saw demons… the other day I was doing an exorcism, ‘I command you! I order you!’…and the Evil One, with a loud voice fires back at me: ‘Galleeeego, you’re over-doooing it.’ That shook me.”
But he knows that God is more powerful than the devil and likes to remind members of his family who were worried about him when he first took on the assignment.

“When they appointed me, a relative told me, ‘Whoa, Juan José, I’m really afraid, because in the movie ‘The Exorcist,’ one person died and the other threw himself through a window. I said to her ‘Don’t forget that the devil is (just a) creature of God.’”

He’s seen a lot in the last nine years.

“There was a boy whom the demon would set his shirt on fire at night and things like that. He told me what the demons were proposing him to do: If you make a pact with us, you’ll never have to go through any more of what you’re going through now,” he said.

He also said that when people are possessed, “they lose consciousness, they speak strange languages, they have inordinate strength, they feel really bad, you see very well-mannered people vomiting and blaspheming.”

He added: “You see the most proper ladies vomiting and swearing, saying things like ‘The Virgin Mary is a whore,’” he said.

Breitbart is reporting that his most terrifying case was that of an Ecuadorian lady whose husband summoned her after watching his wife lose consciousness and fall to the ground anytime she saw a religious symbol. When he arrived on the scene, he found the woman unconscious. As he was putting on his stoke and getting out his holy water, the woman suddenly began to crawl across the floor like a snake.

“I threw holy water on her and she writhed as it burned her. Her three-year-old son attempted to approach her and she tried to attack him. We had to take the child away. Then she came at me.”

In another case, a possessed 16-year-old boy with very little education said to him in perfect Latin: “I order you never to say the Lord’s Prayer again.”

The humble priest, who has a doctorate in theology from the University of St. Thomas Aquinas in Rome, as well as a degree in Philosophy from the University of Barcelona, says his work can sometimes be “a very unpleasant job.”

Exorcist: Movies Depict Evil & Exorcism Inaccurately 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=46689#more-46689
By Susan Brinkmann, January 25, 2016

In a hard-hitting article appearing in the Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano, the president of the International Association of Exorcists expressed his disappointment that instead of depicting reality – the power of God over evil – most movies are failing to portray this truth accurately. The Catholic Herald http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2016/01/13/exorcism-films-exaggerate-satanic-powers-over-god-says-exorcist/ is reporting on the article, written by Fr. Francesco Bamonte, who says the portrayal of exorcism in the world of fiction could promote greater awareness about the Catholic faith, but is instead depicting evil, demonic possession, the prayer of exorcism and liberation in a way that “disappointing and unacceptable.” The Church entrusts her priests with the power to liberate people from satanic power, but movies insist on hiding or outright ignoring this truth along with evidence of the “stupendous presence and work of God” as well as the role of Mary in the battle against evil. For example, in reality, “the demon, even if he doesn’t want to, is forced against his will to affirm the truth of our Catholic faith,” Bamonte said. 
Demons also react violently to the use of holy water or a holy relic. “When listening to a prayer to the Virgin, (the demon) shows all of his hatred and fear toward her, he is forced to confirm that Mary is the mother of God and that she intercedes for humanity,” Fr Bamonte wrote. The greatest inaccuracy of all, however, is portraying God and Satan as two equal powers – the good against the bad, the light against the darkness. “Satan is not the god of evil against the God of the good, rather he is a being who God created as good and who, with some angels — also created good by God — became evil because they refused God and his kingdom with their free and final choice,” Father Bamonte said. “Satan and the spirits at his service, therefore, are not omnipotent beings, they cannot perform miracles, they are not omnipresent, they cannot know our thoughts or know the future.” People “who live with trusting abandon in God’s arms are stronger than the devil and all of his minions — these truths do not emerge in the movies,” he said. “What could have provided a good service to the Church and the faith becomes the usual and subtle attack of Satan against the foundations of the Catholic Church,” he concluded. 

This Demon Specifically Targets Families
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=53895
September 28, 2016 
MJB asks: “I read somewhere that there is a specific demon that targets families. Is this true?”

It is, according to exorcists.

CNA/EWTN News ran a story this past spring (and recently republished it) about an interview with Cesar Truqui, an exorcist based in Switzerland who said he has repeatedly encountered a demon who seems to be targeting families.

During the interview, which took place in 2015, the priest said that there is “a demon who specializes in the attack on the family, also cited in the story of Tobias, called ‘Asmodeus.’”

The demon, who killed seven of Sarah’s husbands in the Old Testament story, “is present” in many exorcisms, Fr. Truqui confirmed.

He recalled encountering the demon in exorcisms by Father Gabriele Amorth, the famed exorcist of Rome who died earlier this month.

“I remember a young couple, very united, who wanted to get married, however, the woman had to undergo an exorcism to be set free,” Fr. Truqui said.

During the exorcism “the demon was furious and threatened Fr. Amorth in order to prevent the marriage, otherwise he would kill the young woman. Obviously, it was a threat from the Liar which in fact did not happen.”

This same demon uses other means to attack families, such as through ideologies and lifestyles.

A Slate article appearing in 2014 recounts an episode of demonic action in family situations which was told by Father Truqui during a conference on exorcism held in Rome.

The story involved two lesbians who were sitting behind him one day on a Swissair flight. Soon after the flight began, he began to feel Satan’s presence, and started to silently pray against the spirit. As he did so, one of the women began to growl and throw chocolates at his head.

When asked how he knew the woman was possessed, he said that “once you hear a Satanic growl, you never forget it. It’s like smelling Margherita pizza for the first time. It’s something you never forget.”

But it’s not only through homosexuality that this demon seeks to destroy families, but also through divorce and individualistic thinking.

“They think ‘if I don’t like my husband anymore, I would be better off divorcing’ but they forget about the consequences to the children and society,” Fr. Truqui said. “This mentality that works against the family pleases the devil – he knows that a man who is alone without any points of reference is [able to be manipulated] and unstable.”

Although he did not cite Asmodeus by name, Pope Francis has also spoken about the devil who seeks to destroy families because Jesus grows in the midst of spousal and familial love.

“He grows in the love of the spouses, he grows in the lives of the children. And that’s why the enemy attacks the family so much. The devil does not love the family. He seeks to destroy it, he wants to eliminate love there,” the pope warned during an address to charismatics at Rome’s Olympic stadium.

This is why he ended his address with a prayer to Our Lord to “bless the family, make it strong, in this crisis in which the devil wants to destroy it.”

And we must do the same!

Lack of Exorcists Has Become a “Pastoral Emergency”
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=53979 
September 29, 2016 

A member of the International Association of Exorcist (IAE) says the worldwide lack of exorcists – coupled with a dramatic increase in dabbling in the dark arts – has resulted in a “pastoral emergency.”

The Telegraph is reporting on an interview with Dr. Valter Cascioli, a psychologist and scientific consultant to the Vatican-endorsed IAE who described the lack of trained priests capable of fighting the forces of evil to be a genuine emergency.

“The lack of exorcists is a real emergency. There is a pastoral emergency as a result of a significant increase in the number of diabolical possessions that exorcist priests are confronting,” he told La Stampa newspaper. “The number of people who take part in occult and satanic practices, which lead to serious physical, psychological and spiritual damages, is constantly rising.”

Even though the number of exorcists has increased in recent years, there still aren’t enough to deal with the fallout from a dramatic increase in satanic activity that is especially affecting young people.

“There is a broad spread of superstitious practices, and with that a growing number of requests for help from people who are directly or indirectly struck by evil,” he said. “It is dangerous to underestimate a phenomenon that is caused by the direct actions of the devil, but also by a decline in faith and values.”

He is calling for the establishment of a permanent training college or university where Catholic priests can be taught how to counter the influence of Satan in the world today.

“There doesn’t exist a training institution at university level. We need an interdisciplinary approach in which science collaborates with religion, and psychiatrists work with demonologists and exorcists.”

Dr. Cascioli, who teaches courses in exorcism at the Pontifical University of Regina Apostolorum, said that although only one percent of people who claim to be having problems with Satan are actually in need of an exorcist, there is still an ever growing number of people who are being plagued by other demonic manifestations such as oppression and infestations.

His call comes just days after two leading exorcists in the U.S. reported that they were struggling to keep up with the demand for exorcisms.

Father Gary Thomas, whose training in Rome was the subject of the book and movie, The Rite, and Father Vincent Lampert, whose work was featured on the television show Paranormal Witness, said demonic possessions were the result of an increase in drug and pornography addiction. A rise in the popularity of “pagan activities” such as using a Ouija board, coupled with the spiritual void in the lives of Americans who are leaving the Church, are also major contributing factors to the problem.

“We’re gaining all sorts of knowledge, but there’s still that emptiness within us that is being filled with addictive behavior such as drugs and pornography,” said Father Lampert, of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis. “The decline in faith goes hand in hand with the rise in evil.”

It has been his experience that only one out of every 5,000 requests is from someone who is genuinely possessed, but he has conducted “countless exorcisms related to demonic obsession, demonic vexation, and demonic infestation” with half of those calls coming from non-Catholics.

He has found that the most common occult activity that leads to trouble is playing with the Ouija board.

“Religion is viewed as outdated and not very exciting. So evil can be invited in directly or indirectly. A lot of people have contacted me and said something like, ‘We were playing with an Ouija board and all of a sudden our friend starting speaking in this crazy language that we didn’t understand. And strange things started happening – things moving in the house’.”

Other dangerous activities include séances, and contact with mediums; reading Tarot cards; casting spells and curses through witches and warlocks, and worshipping Satan and other demons.

Father Thomas, the official exorcist for the diocese of San Jose, California, says that in the past 10 years he has performed 50 to 60 exorcisms.

“I am a full-time pastor and this is a very intense ministry,” he said. “Almost every free night that I have is taken up with exorcisms.”

In spite of the dangers of their work, both Father Thomas and Father Lampert say they have never been afraid to confront Satan in an exorcism. Father Thomas believes this is his calling and the lack of fear is a grace. Father Lampert remains fearless because evil must somehow be invited in and he would never be receptive to evil.

The devil and your intentions

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57235   

February 20, 2017
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It’s a well-established fact that most people who get involved in the New Age – which includes many practices founded in the occult – are “dabblers.” They’re just poking around in this or that, looking for a spiritual high, a “connection” to the universe, an escape from reality, a cure for what ails them.
Others are in it for the money. “Most New Age activities are commercial ventures, initiated by small entrepreneurs, fortune-tellers of all kinds, mediums and ‘healers’,” writes Benjamin Beit-Hallahami in Psychological Perspectives in Religion and Religiosity.

But almost no one takes it very seriously.
In fact, one of the most common remarks I hear from people who dabble in things as serious as the occult is, “But I was just fooling around!”
Like the youngsters who are playing with Ouija boards and who say, “But we’re just trying to have some fun!”

The grieving widow who visits the medium, “I just want to know my husband is okay!”

The exercise enthusiast who balks at warnings about yoga and claims, “I’m just doing the exercises.”

The parents of children who read sorcery-laden books because they’re popular at school who say, “But it’s just fiction!”

While it’s true that all of these excuses are innocent enough, does this mean that just because the people involved in these scenarios weren’t intending to consort with the devil that they’re protected from demonic attack?

Absolutely not.

Let me explain.

The Catholic Church teaches that a person’s intention really matters when it comes to committing sin. As we read in No. 1750 “Freedom makes man a moral subject. When he acts deliberately, man is, so to speak, the father of his acts. Human acts, that is, acts that are freely chosen in consequence of a judgment of conscience, can be morally evaluated. They are either good or evil.”
The morality of his acts depend upon: 1) the object chosen; 2) the end in view or the intention; 3) the circumstances of the action.

“The object, the intention, and the circumstances make up the ‘sources,’ or constitutive elements, of the morality of human acts,” the Catechism summarizes.

And why is this so?

Because ours is a just God. He takes into account our intentions, circumstances, infirmities, weaknesses, etc.

But when we’re talking about the devil, there is no such sense of justice.

He could care less that you’re playing with an Ouija board just for kicks. He’s going to answer your attempts to contact the “other side” regardless of who you think you’re communicating with.

The devil could also care less that you believe posing your body in a position designed to worship the sun god is a harmless exercise. 

Our early Church Fathers taught that demons hide behind the names of false gods. This means that the demon hiding behind the sun god is perfectly happy to respond to this summons regardless of who calls him into an exercise class.
And because he’s also a cold-hearted monster, he is even more pleased when he can convince a grieving widow that she’s really hearing her husband’s voice rather than his own perfect imitation.

He’s also delighted when he can trick an innocent child into practicing some of the spells he reads about in Harry Potter or any of the dozens of other books that promote sorcery to children.

The bottom line is that the devil doesn’t play fair. This is why there’s no such thing as dabbling in the occult or any of a variety of New Age practices that open the door to the occult, such as certain healing techniques like Reiki, medical intuitives, angel readers – all of which rely upon the intervention of “spirit guides” or other spiritual entities.

Unless you are in a state of grace (regular confession and Eucharist, sincere desire to turn away from sin) even something as minor as an occasional dabble can be dangerous.

This explains why Monsignor Patrick Branken, official exorcist for the Diocese of Tulsa, warned curiosity seekers who might attend a black mass planned for the Oklahoma City Civic Center in 2014 that they are placing themselves in extreme danger regardless of just being there out of curiosity.

“I would think that there would be a real strong possibility, especially in the state of sin, that they would walk out possessed,” Msgr. Branken said about these attendees. “If someone went there out of curiosity, especially if there was a possibility that they were not in the state of grace, they could easily come out with a demonic attachment, whether it would be an oppression, obsession or a full possession.”

The devil is real and he despises every single one of us with a murderous hatred. Does this sound like someone you want to “dabble” around with?

Exorcist: Seminarians need training about Satan 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59633            

July 3, 2017

Father Francesco Bamonte, the chairman of the International Association of Exorcists (IAE) says future priests need more training about the nature of evil.
Servizio Informazione Religiosa is reporting on the statement made by Father Bamonte during his address to participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for the Clergy that took place last month in Rome.

“Those in charge of training seminarians, in light of the Gospel and of the Church teachings, should instruct them about the real existence, substance and nature of the demonic world,” Father Bamonte said.

There is too little attention paid by seminaries and theological faculties to the nature of evil, even to the point of denial by some professors who are responsible for the spiritual, pastoral and theological formation of seminarians, Father said.

He also observed the “widespread ‘ignorance’ of these phenomena which severely undermines the training of seminarians and candidates to religious life.”

It makes them “unable to guarantee a profound spiritual direction – after they are ordained priests and have to carry out all of their pastoral duties; unable to offer the faithful a suitable catechesis on the devil’s activities; and unable to address the serious problems related to the rise in occult practices we have seen in recent decades, which has opened the door for the devil’s ever more virulent and powerful action in society,” Father said.

It would be good for “seminarians to be able to meet with an exorcist priest at least once during their formation so that they may listen to his testimony, in a proper manner, and learn about the ministry he carries out”.

In this way, “the figure of the exorcist priest would become more familiar to would-be priests, thereby paving the way for a more fruitful cooperation in the future between non-exorcist priests and exorcist priests, for the good of our brothers and sisters afflicted by the evil one.”

Priests who are familiar with the workings of the occult are indeed difficult to find. Our next blog will give a few pointers on where to go when in need of a priest for help with an occult-related problem.

Finding a priest who understands the occult 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59637          

July 11, 2017

In our last blog (http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59633), we reported on an address by Father Francesco Bamonte, chairman of the International Association of Exorcists (IAE) who is calling for more training for seminarians and priests about the nature of evil and workings of Satan. This is a call that needs to be answered!
Having worked in this field for years as both a researcher and reporter, one of the most frequent requests we get is for priests who are knowledgeable about the occult to help people with problems such as infestations, oppression, spiritual bondage, the breaking of curses and other occult-related ills.

These problems are increasing at an alarming rate as more and more people routinely dabble in occult practices, particularly Ouija boards, Reiki, “angel guides,” Wicca/witchcraft, magic, and necromancers (people who conjure the dead). They think nothing of it until all of a sudden things go terribly wrong.

In my experience, these “things” range from people who had mental breakdowns as a result of being cursed by a sorcerer to hauntings, poltergeist activity and, perhaps most common of all, oppressions of every kind imaginable (unable to sleep, confused thinking, nightmares, sudden inability to focus, etc.) – all due to toying with things such as voodoo dolls, tarot cards, astrology, and channeling spirits, to name a few.

What most people don’t know is that there’s no such thing as dabbling in the occult. Once you turn toward it, you open a door that can only be closed by full renunciation and repentance in the sacrament of Reconciliation. And until that door is closed, Satan can get at you much more directly than he could before that door was open. When it is closed, he can only tempt you to sin; once it’s opened, he has more direct access to you and can start to manifest in other ways such as through infestations, oppressive thoughts, etc.

Once these problems begin, the “dabbler” quickly realizes that what started out as fun isn’t fun anymore – and it’s seemingly impossible to get it to stop.

That’s where priests who are adept in this area can be of such enormous help. Although there are still too few of these priests to serve the ever-increasing number of people in need, the situation is improving. Most diocese now have an exorcist and may also provide more minor assistance in the form of deliverance teams or contact information for knowledgeable priests.

Another good place to go to find one of these priests is through local Catholic charismatic prayer groups which are typically attached to parishes. The members of these groups, who tend to be schooled in demonic activity, are often under the direction of a skilled priest, or know where one can be found. A person can usually contact the leaders of these groups through the parish office.

We have assisted hundreds of people who have suffered negatively from the occult and will continue to do so until that happy day arrives when our email box is finally empty.

What is it like to film an exorcism? 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=60665             

September 14, 2017

William Friedkin, the legendary director of The Exorcist, recently filmed an actual exorcism and when asked what it was like he said it was “terrifying” and it shook him to his core.
Variety is reporting on Friedkin’s new documentary entitled The Devil and Father Amorth which premiered at the Venice Film Festival and features the late Father Amorth as he performed an exorcism on an Italian woman.

Friedkin said he was familiar with Father Amorth’s books on the subject and knew that he was “kindly disposed” to the movie, The Exorcist, even though he thought the special effects were “over the top.” One day Friedkin had an idea about contacting Father Amorth.

“This idea just popped into my head. I call it providential. I had an inner voice that said to me, ‘I wonder if I could meet Father Amorth?’” He decided to give it a try and was shocked when Father Amorth agreed to meet with him.

“I had no idea that I would ever be able to even meet with him,” Friedkin said. “I did know how busy he was. He was doing exorcisms all day every day right up until he went into the hospital and then died [in September 2016].”
Looking back on it, he believes he came along at the right time. Father Amorth was urging the Vatican to train more exorcists and believed Friedkin had enough cachet to bring the story more fully into the public.

“I had to shoot it alone, obviously. The conditions were that I come along with no crew and no lights,” Friedkin explained. “So I used a Sony still camera that shot high-definition video. I had only that camera running and I was about two feet away from them, probably even closer.”

He filmed the ninth exorcism on a woman who was receiving about one exorcism a month by Father Amorth.

“It was terrifying. I went from being afraid of what could happen to feeling a great deal of empathy with this woman’s pain and suffering, which is obvious in the film.”

Afterward, he consulted with neurologists, brain surgeons, some of the best in the United States and none of them had any idea what was wrong with her, nor would they recommend any surgery.

“They believe that everything originates in the brain but — and they say this in the film — they have never seen anything quite like these symptoms….Then the psychiatrists…all described how psychiatry now recognizes demonic possession. It’s called dissociative identity disorder/demonic possession. And if a patient comes in and says they are possessed by a demon or a devil, they don’t tell them that they are not…They do whatever psychiatric treatment they think is necessary, including medication. And they bring an exorcist in.”

Too many people still don’t believe the devil is real. We can only pray that a documentary like this might change their minds.

Demand for Exorcisms Creates “Private Exorcism” Business
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61511 
November 30, 2017
A surge in demand for exorcisms in France by people who are merely anxious or trying to save their relationships has created a kind of private exorcism industry where self-made “priests” charge hundreds of dollars for their services.

The Daily Mail is reporting on the phenomena being experienced in France that has seen a rise in anxiety among the populace due to the recent terror attacks. This, coupled with the Catholic Church’s strict policy about performing exorcisms only on persons who have been determined to actually need one rather than mental health services, is spurring a kind of cottage industry to meet the demand.

One exorcist, named Jean Clement, who claims to be an ordained priest, told the Telegraph that he performs as many as four exorcisms a week, almost double what he used to do. The ritual he uses can cost up to $360 and last up to two hours.

Father Georges Berson, who is one of only two priests in Paris who is authorized by the Church to carry out exorcisms, said no real practitioner would charge money.

“’The false priests and the false exorcists and so on – they ask for money, a lot of money.”

For example, he knew of one woman who spent more than $60,000 on charlatans in a bid to be rid of her depression.

“When someone is really possessed, we deal with it,” Father Berson said. “Once the devil was inside a woman and he spoke to me in Dutch, perfect Dutch with an Amsterdam accent. He said he didn’t want to go back to Hell. Afterwards I spoke to the woman in Dutch and she couldn’t understand a thing. She asked me if it was German.”

The demand for exorcisms has indeed risen on both sides of the pond.

The Mail interviewed Father Vincent Lambert of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis who said the reason behind the surge in demand is because people are more susceptible to the devil.

“The problem isn’t that the devil has upped his game, but more people are willing to play it,” Father Lambert explained.

In the 12 years since he has been serving as an exorcist, the number of trained exorcists has grown from 12 to 50.

What’s behind the surge in demand?

Father Lambert believes a rise in pornography and drugs is somewhat to blame for the increase, as is wavering faith in the Church because it creates a void that allows evil to enter.

The best way to avoid the problem of being conned by a phony exorcist is to avoid needing an exorcist in the first place. We do this by striving to remain in a state of grace, which means we are free of mortal sin; to have a daily prayer life; and to avoid dabbling in the occult and the New Age.

Devil: Every Hail Mary of Rosary is a Blow to My Head
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59876 
July 20, 2017
In his book, The Last Exorcist, the late Father Gabriele Amorth records an entire conversation with the devil in which he explains to the priest why he is so angry at the Blessed Mother and what impact the Rosary has upon him.

Aleteia is reporting on this excerpt from Father Amorth’s book in which the devil is forced to confess the reasons for his antipathy toward the Mother of God and her Rosary.

Father Amorth: “What are the virtues of the Madonna that make you angriest?”

Demon: “She makes me angry because she is the humblest of all creatures, and because I am the proudest; because she is the purest of all creatures, and I am not; because, of all creatures, she is the most obedient to God, and I am a rebel!”

Father Amorth: “Tell me the fourth characteristic of the Madonna that makes you so afraid of her that you are more afraid when I say the Madonna’s name than when I say the name of Jesus Christ!”

Demon: “I am more afraid when you say the Madonna’s name, because I am more humiliated by being beaten by a simple creature, than by Him…”

Father Amorth: “Tell me the fourth characteristic of the Madonna that makes you most angry!”

Demon: “Because she always defeats me, because she was never compromised by any taint of sin!”

Father Amorth adds: “During an exorcism, Satan told me, through the possessed person, ‘Every Hail Mary of the Rosary is a blow to the head for me; if Christians knew the power of the Rosary, it would be the end of me!’”

This is why the Rosary is our weapon for spiritual warfare! Johnnette’s new book, The Rosary: Your Weapon for Spiritual Warfare, written with Thomas K. Sullivan, explains why the Rosary is much more than just an optional Catholic devotion.

Instead, “[I]t is a vibrant and powerful intercessory tool in the hands of valiant spiritual warriors.”

Don’t let a day go by without giving the devil a good thrashing with the Rosary!

Demand for exorcism creates “private exorcism” business
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61511  

November 30, 2017
A surge in demand for exorcisms in France by people who are merely anxious or trying to save their relationships has created a kind of private exorcism industry where self-made “priests” charge hundreds of dollars for their services.

The Daily Mail is reporting on the phenomena being experienced in France that has seen a rise in anxiety among the populace due to the recent terror attacks. 
This, coupled with the Catholic Church’s strict policy about performing exorcisms only on persons who have been determined to actually need one rather than mental health services, is spurring a kind of cottage industry to meet the demand.

One exorcist, named Jean Clement, who claims to be an ordained priest, told the Telegraph that he performs as many as four exorcisms a week, almost double what he used to do. The ritual he uses can cost up to $360 and last up to two hours.

Father Georges Berson, who is one of only two priests in Paris who is authorized by the Church to carry out exorcisms, said no real practitioner would charge money.

“’The false priests and the false exorcists and so on – they ask for money, a lot of money.”

For example, he knew of one woman who spent more than $60,000 on charlatans in a bid to be rid of her depression.

“When someone is really possessed, we deal with it,” Father Berson said. “Once the devil was inside a woman and he spoke to me in Dutch, perfect Dutch with an Amsterdam accent. He said he didn’t want to go back to Hell. Afterwards I spoke to the woman in Dutch and she couldn’t understand a thing. She asked me if it was German.”

The demand for exorcisms has indeed risen on both sides of the pond.

The Mail interviewed Father Vincent Lambert of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis who said the reason behind the surge in demand is because people are more susceptible to the devil.

“The problem isn’t that the devil has upped his game, but more people are willing to play it,” Father Lambert explained.

In the 12 years since he has been serving as an exorcist, the number of trained exorcists has grown from 12 to 50.

What’s behind the surge in demand?

Father Lambert believes a rise in pornography and drugs is somewhat to blame for the increase, as is wavering faith in the Church because it creates a void that allows evil to enter.

The best way to avoid the problem of being conned by a phony exorcist is to avoid needing an exorcist in the first place. We do this by striving to remain in a state of grace, which means we are free of mortal sin; to have a daily prayer life; and to avoid dabbling in the occult and the New Age.

Renowned Irish exorcist calls for more help
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=62310   

January 25, 2018
Father Pat Collins, one of Ireland’s most renowned exorcists, says an increase in demonic manifestations and even possessions in that country is creating a need for Church leaders to appoint a team of exorcists to handle the demand.

According to The Irish Catholic, Father Pat, who is also a trained psychologist, has been inundated on an almost daily basis with desperate people looking for help to deal with demonic manifestations of all kinds as well as what could be possessions. Some of the manifestations he described are people having ghostly encounters and being pulled from their beds.

“It’s only in recent years that the demand has risen exponentially,” Father Pat said.

“What I’m finding out is desperate people who in their own minds believe – rightly or wrongly – that they’re afflicted by an evil spirit. I think in many cases they wrongly think it, but when they turn to the Church, the Church doesn’t know what to do with them and they refer them either to a psychologist or to somebody that they’ve heard of that is interested in this form of ministry, and they do fall between the cracks and often are not helped,” he said.

He claims to be “baffled” by bishops who don’t take more action to appoint priests to deal with these problems.

It’s not the first time Father Pat has spoken out about the need for more trained exorcists.

According to Dublin Live, Father Pat appeared in a two-part documentary on Irish television in November of 2017 where he commended the Church for the safeguards it has put in place to protect children from sexual abuse. But now it needs to do more to safeguard the flock from evil spirits.

“It appalls me that we have no safeguarding from the evil spirits. I say that in the sense that we don’t train anybody to deal with these cases. Priests – it’s not that they don’t care – but they don’t know enough about it.”

He is “deeply bothered” by the lack of priests with his training, he said.

“How many bishops in accordance with Canon 1172 have trained anybody or appointed anybody in the diocese of Ireland to help our poor unfortunate people who are oppressed and sometimes possessed by these awful spirits,” he asked. “They have abandoned the sheep.”

Father Pat also spoke about the increased fascination with evil spirits in today’s world.

“There is a morbid interest in evil spirits in society. It’s interesting as people lose faith in God, they are increasing their interest in the devil and it’s purely morbid. I’d say to anyone who’s got that morbid interest, ‘If you had to deal with evil as some have to do, it is horrible, it is pure darkness.’ It is the essence of evil because it is totally opposed to God and totally opposed to love.’”

Personally, he’s not afraid of evil spirits because of his deep faith.

“I know who’s boss. When I say Jesus is Lord, I believe he has power and authority over all these things and the evil spirits, powerful as they be,” when we are acting in the name of the Lord, “we have authority over them,” he said.

“I believe there is nothing to be afraid of but priests and lay people need training in how to go about this and how to distinguish between psychological problems and spiritual problems and how they interconnect at times as they often do.”

The Catholic Communications office confirmed in a statement that the Church requires each diocese to appoint a trained exorcist which is someone who knows how to distinguish the signs of demonic possession from those of mental or physical illness.
“Exorcisms are very rare and this office has not been made aware of any cases of ‘exorcism’ in Ireland in recent years” said the statement.

Although they do get requests for help in this area, dioceses will refer these people to one or two priests with expertise in this area.

Father Pat has also written an open letter to the hierarchy in which he states that he has observed a growing apostasy within the Church.

And, not surprisingly, “As this has happened, there has been increasing evidence of the malicious activity of the evil one.”

Vatican responds to increasing demand for exorcisms
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=62795    

February 28, 2018
Due to a threefold increase in demand for exorcisms in Italy alone, and concerns about the skill level of today’s exorcists, the Vatican is planning to hold an international conference next month aimed at training more priests to meet the demand.

The Daily Mail is reporting on the week-long training conference which will be held from April 16-21 at the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum in Rome with the aim of equipping priests to meet the soaring demand for exorcisms around the world.

This is particularly true for the country of Italy where over 500,000 exorcisms are now being performed every year. Demand has been at this level since 2016 and is now triple what it was in past years.

According to Father Benigno Palilla, a Franciscan friar and exorcist in the Sicilian town of Palermo, the increase in demand is due to an increased interest in the occult.

“Because the amount of people has grown that are ready to go to the wizards, the sorcerer who reads the cards and tarot cards. Doing so opens the door to the devil and to possession.”

Although many of the cases are not actually related to demonic possession but to spiritual and psychological programs, they still have to be investigated.

Palilla is calling not just for training, but for an improvement in the training being provided.

‘We priests, very often, do not know how to deal with the concrete cases presented to us – in the preparation for the priesthood, we do not talk about these things,’ he said.

Some priests are even conducting exorcisms without proper training, he said.

Priests who are in the process of becoming an exorcist should serve a period of apprenticeship where they work alongside an expert in the field.

Our New Age Q&A blog here at Women of Grace has also seen an ever-increasing number of emails from people desperate for help after casually dabbling around in the New Age and occult. These communications mostly report severe oppression (insomnia, mental confusion, anxiety attacks) as a result of participating in today’s fitness and/or spiritual trends such as yoga, Reiki, eastern meditation (mindfulness and Transcendental Meditation) crystal healing and other alternatives such as acupuncture and psychic healers. Some of these people required deliverance before experiencing relief.

We can only pray for more intensive education for our priests who stand on the front lines in this spiritual war. They need the constant prayer of the faithful as well as the necessary training to deliver those in need during these dark times.

Order of Exorcists not Vatican approved
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=62856     

March 8, 2018

BJ asks: Have you ever heard of the Order of Exorcists? They have a website where they allow people to submit a form to request an investigation and possible exorcism. They say they’re not affiliated with the Catholic Church but clergy and bishops are working with them because of the demand for exorcisms? Is this possible?

Absolutely not. Exorcism is a serious matter. Even though the need for these services has reached crisis proportions, the last thing a Catholic priest or bishop would do is resort to practices outside the realm of authority of the Church Jesus founded from which they derive the power to exorcise demons.

For those who have never heard of it, the Order of Exorcists was founded by so-called “Archbishop” Ron Feyl who claims to have received his episcopal orders in 1979 from Archbishop Gregory Michael David Voris “who adheres to the faith of the Seven Ecumenical Councils and the Three Ecumenical Creeds.” In other words, these Archbishops are not affiliated with the Roman Catholic Church.

To his credit, Feyl does state clearly on the website that his order is independent of the Vatican and is “an autonomous and independent branch of the Catholic faith which derives from the ancient Old Roman Catholic Church of the 12th Century.”

There is no such thing as an “independent branch” of the Catholic Church. But many people don’t know this so when he claims to have many priests, seminarians, paranormal investigators and bishops “of many jurisdictions from around the world” working with him on these cases, they think it must be legitimate.

Feyl also has a partner in the Order, a woman who goes by the name of the Rev. Mother Susan OSH (which stands for Order of St. Hilda). She claims to have a Ph.D. in physics and a Doctor of Divinity from Raphael University and has run paranormal experiments on “auras” and “Ghostly Electric Field Disturbances.”
Again, unless one looks into the background of these two, their website has enough Catholic-sounding language and imagery to convince the vulnerable that even though they’re not approved by the Vatican they’re still “Catholic” enough to be trusted. Especially when the site says things like, “We believe it’s important that you have a ‘calling’ from God to do this type of ministry . . .”

As a result, they click on a large red box that reads:

Do you believe you are suffering from a demonic possession, poltergeist, or personal haunting? Are you at that point where you find yourself in utter turmoil and emotional devastation? After you have seen a physician and had a thorough medical and psychological exam and have been given a clean bill of health but still have symptoms of demonic possession, and say to yourself, “What do I do next?”
The Order of Exorcists is a group of clergy and exorcist investigators with many years of real experience in dealing with the demonic, we may be able to help. 
Readers are then invited to click the “Contact Us” button.

The site explains that doing so will “start the process” of contacting members of the team in their area who will form an “Investigation and Assessment Team” to handle the case. A member of the team will contact the person and collect documentation including medical and psychological reports. A clergy member of the team will review the evidence and submit it to the “Chief Exorcist” who will then assign a priest if it is deemed necessary.

In an age when the shortage of exorcists is making headlines even in secular news outlets, this promise of a speedy response and rapid help can be very enticing.

However, people need to be warned that exorcism is never to be taken lightly. It deals with confronting a spiritual being whose power and malevolence is beyond human comprehension. Only Jesus Christ has the power to vanquish demons. It is always advisable to seek exorcism from those who have received His power through the Sacrament of Holy Orders – a Sacrament only given to those who are in the line of succession of the pope Our Lord appointed – St. Peter.

“The Devil and Father Amorth” trailer released
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=63043      

March 22, 2018




01:30 https://youtu.be/jpjRQokeQNo 

A film documenting an authentic exorcism by the late exorcist Father Gabriele Amorth will be released in New York and Los Angeles on April 20. If it’s anything like the newly released trailer, this is bound to be one of the most gripping 68 minutes of your life.
Gizmodo is reporting on the film entitled, The Devil and Father Amorth, which was directed by the same man who brought us The Exorcist, William Friedkin. It is scheduled for released in select theaters in New York and Los Angeles on April 20, and will be released worldwide digitally on platforms such as Amazon, Google Play, YouTube, and more.

The idea for the film came about when Friedkin decided on a whim to contact Father Amorth. He knew that the heralded exorcist of Rome had a favorable opinion of The Exorcist and wondered if the two couldn’t meet. His timing could not have been more perfect. Father Amorth was in the process of sounding the alarm for more exorcists due to the increased dabbling in New Age and occult practices around the world and thought a credible film director like Friedkin could help his cause.

The result was the filming of an actual exorcism of a woman named Cristina (a pseudonym) along with riveting interviews with doctors and theologians. The only stipulation was that Friedkin had to work without a full film crew.

“I had to shoot it alone, obviously. The conditions were that I come along with no crew and no lights,” Friedkin said. “So I used a Sony still camera that shot high-definition video. I had only that camera running and I was about two feet away from them, probably even closer.”

What he saw – and captured on film – terrified him to the core.

Afterward, he consulted with some of the best neurologists and brain surgeons in the United States and none of them had any idea what was wrong with Cristina.

Father Amorth died just a few months later but his campaign for more exorcists continues with the release of this film.

Bishops becoming more convinced of need for exorcism
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=63280       

April 17, 2018

An exorcist who will be teaching a course on exorcism in Rome this week says more and more bishops are becoming convinced of the need for exorcists to help their troubled flocks.

In an interview with The Guardian, Father Cesar Truqui, a Mexican priest based in Switzerland who served as an assistant to the late Father Gabriele Amorth, began teaching at the Regina Apostolorum University in Rome yesterday to priests and laypeople from around the world who want to learn more about the practice of exorcism. The annual course, entitled “Exorcism and Prayer of Liberation” and offered by the Sacerdos Institute is in its 13th year and has drawn hundreds of students every year, including Vatican officials, exorcists, psychologists, physicians, and other experts.

During his tenure as an exorcist, Father Truqui has seen it all. He described subjects whose problems defy medical explanation, such as one victim of a curse who was plagued by constant sensations of daggers piercing her legs and knitting needles stabbing her arms.

In another case, a “satanic nail” appeared atop a table. “There had been nothing on the table and then suddenly it was there, a rusted black nail. We all saw it. I wanted to keep it but then I thought, no, it’s like keeping a radioactive thing,” Father Truqui said.

These victims tend to have superhuman strength and can perform feats that are not humanly possible, he explained.

Sometimes their voices change and they growl or speak in tongues. For example, in one case, a person suddenly said in a deep growling voice, “‘I am the prince of this world, I am Satan’, and the hairs on my arms went up,” Father Truqui said. “When you listen to a satanic growl, once you listen to the devil’s voice, you can recognise it.”

In other cases, a victim will have knowledge of “secret things” like what someone who is not present is doing or wearing. Others are plagued by overwhelming feelings of discomfort whenever they enter a place or worship.

“Normally speaking it is humanly impossible … so that is a satanic thing,” says Truqui.

Full-blown demonic possession is very rare with the vast majority of people who come to him needing psychiatric help, about two to three percent show signs of demonic “vexation.”

“Most of the time, the people who see me are victims,” he told the Guardian.

Thankfully, as demand for exorcism rises around the world, more and more bishops who were once skeptical of the need for the rite are now becoming convinced that it can be a possible solution to their parishioners’ problems, particularly in cases where modern medicine and psychiatry have failed. This is essential because an exorcism cannot take place without the express permission of the bishop.

“Christ was the first exorcist,” Truqui reminds. “The power of casting out demons was one of the signs that Christianity was a true religion.”

Exorcism course reveals changing face of evil
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=63371        

April 19, 2018

More than 250 people from 50 countries converged on Rome this week to attend a week-long course on exorcism and discuss the changing face of evil in our day.

The Tablet is reporting on the course, entitled “Exorcism and the Prayer of Liberation,” which is currently being held at the Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum in Rome. Participants are learning about the use of exorcism and prayers of liberation as well as topics such as magic, cults, satanic worship, and the difference between possession and psychological illness. They’re also discussing how evil is spreading in our world today and the increasing the demand for these rites.

“I think it is partly due to the Internet, which makes it (Satanism) so accessible,” said Father Anthony Barratt, a British priest based in Albany New York. “Films and television programs are also a factor. There’s a fascination.”

And this fascination is getting people in trouble – sometimes very serious trouble.

As Father Jose Enrique Oyarzun said when introducing Monday’s opening seminar, demonic possession is “always a current reality.”

And it’s a reality that can be found on every continent.

According to John L. Allen, Jr. of Crux.com, Professor Giuseppe Ferrari said that this year’s course featured, for the first time, a section on witchcraft in Africa.

This section dealt with “the theme of the kidnapping and murder of children for ritual sacrifice, linked to witchcraft, in order to obtain favors for clients,” he said, calling it a “cruel and inhuman practice.”

Cardinal Ernest Simoni, an 89 year old priest who spent decades performing exorcisms, spoke about his experiences and took questions from participants. An Indian priest serving in Dubai asked about the Muslims who come in search of help.

“Many Muslims come to our place, even highly educated ones,” the priest said. “They say, ‘Father, someone has done black magic on me, can you pray over me and remove the devil?’ What’s the best way to help these people?” He added that “many come from Lebanon with similar problems.”

In substance, Simoni replied that exorcism is for everyone, without distinctions of religion: “The grace of the Holy Spirit will redeem us all.”

As Allen reports, “these aren’t generally the topics that would have surfaced not so long ago in a typical priests’ meeting in the United States or Europe, but as Catholicism becomes increasingly a Church led by the developing world, it’s not just its face that’s changing, but also its voice.”

For example, bishops and clergy of the global south have long been dealing with the problem of witchcraft.

“In August 2006, the Catholic bishops of Southern Africa, which includes South Africa, Swaziland and Botswana, issued a pastoral letter warning their priests not to moonlight as witch doctors and fortune tellers. Many in Southern Africa turn to sangomas, or traditional healers, to cure illness, ward off evil spirits and even improve their sex lives, and some priests apparently have grafted that role onto their other pastoral tasks,” Allen writes.

Even though Northerners tend to pass off magic and witchcraft as a form of New Age spirituality, it’s seen in a much more serious light in the South where it is known to be very real, and very demonic.

“It’s also a matter of life and death,” Allen continues. “Secretive cults on Nigeria’s 100 university campuses, with names such as ‘Black Axes’ and ‘Pyrates,’ often practice juju, or black magic, to terrify their rivals, and violent struggles between these cults have left hundreds dead . In 2007, a gang of villagers in Kenya beat an 81-year-old man to death, suspecting him of having murdered his three grandsons through witchcraft.”

The seriousness of the matter led the Catholic University of East Africa in Nairobi, Kenya to hold a three-day symposium in February 2007 on the pastoral challenge of the witchcraft.

During that event, experts warned that witchcraft was “destroying” the Catholic Church in Africa, partly because of the skepticism of Western-educated clergy who just weren’t responding adequately to the people’s spiritual needs.

“It is important for the Church to understand the fears of the people, and not to attribute them to superstition,” said Michael Katola, a lecturer in pastoral theology. “Witchcraft is a reality; it is not a superstition. Many communities in Kenya know these powers exist.”

The lack of response from some quarters is driving many Africans to Pentecostalism where they can get the deliverance and healing they need.

When speaking with The Tablet a week before the conference began, one of the lead organizers, Father Francois-Marie Dermine, O.P., mentioned the same concern about the Church’s slow response to the increasing problem of evil in our world.

The Church’s orientation to the demonic is “too intellectual” Father Dermine said, adding that clergy do not preach enough on the “personal action of the devil.”

“We are not fighting only against our bad tendencies,’ he continued, “we are fighting against someone – who hates humanity, hates God.”

This echoes the same statement made decades ago by Pope Paul VI.

“Evil is not merely an absence of something but an active force, a living, spiritual being that is perverted and that perverts others. It is a terrible reality, mysterious and frightening,” the Pope said during a General Audience on November 15, 1972.

People who become involved in the occult, be it through tarot cards, witchcraft, or mediums, are playing with fire. As Father Dermine warned, they are often resorting to the occult to resolve one problem, but in doing so, “will provoke many more problems [in their lives].”
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HALLOWEEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HALLOWEEN.doc
HOW A SKEPTICAL CATHOLIC SCIENTIST CAME TO ASSIST AT EXORCISMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOW_A_SKEPTICAL_CATHOLIC_SCIENTIST_CAME_TO_ASSIST_AT_EXORCISMS.doc
NEW AGE AND YOGA-THE DEVIL DOESNT CARE ABOUT YOUR INTENTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_AND_YOGA-THE_DEVIL_DOESNT_CARE_ABOUT_YOUR_INTENTIONS.doc
SATANISM, DELIVERANCE AND EXORCISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SATANISM_DELIVERANCE_AND_EXORCISM.doc
SATAN CONFESSES THAT EVERY HAIL MARY IS A BLOW TO HIS HEAD 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SATAN_CONFESSES_THAT_EVERY_HAIL_MARY_IS_A_BLOW_TO_HIS_HEAD.doc
SPIRITUAL WARFARE-BRO IGNATIUS MARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRITUAL_WARFARE-BRO_IGNATIUS_MARY.doc
ST ANTHONYS BRIEF 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ST_ANTHONYS_BRIEF.doc
THE SMOKE OF SATAN-POPE PAUL VI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SMOKE_OF_SATAN-POPE_PAUL_VI.doc
YOGA AND DELIVERANCE  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_DELIVERANCE.doc
TESTIMONY OF A YOUNG CATHOLIC'S DELIVERANCE FROM NEW AGE - MERLYN QUADROS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_YOUNG_CATHOLIC'S_DELIVERANCE_FROM_NEW_AGE.doc
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM A DEMON OF ORIENTAL MEDICINE-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_ORIENTAL_MEDICINE-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc  
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM A DEMON OF YOGA-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL SPIRITS-01


http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_EVIL_SPIRITS-01.doc
TESTIMONY OF DELIVERANCE FROM EVIL SPIRITS-02


http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_EVIL_SPIRITS-02.doc
SUSAN BRINKMANN/WOMEN OF GRACE RELATED FILES
CRITICISM OF THE WOMEN OF GRACE BLOG-MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISM_OF_THE_WOMEN_OF_GRACE_BLOG-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc 
CRITICISM OF THE WOMEN OF GRACE BLOG 02-MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISM_OF_THE_WOMEN_OF_GRACE_BLOG_02-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

ACUPUNCTURE ACUPRESSURE SHIATSU REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ACUPUNCTURE_ACUPRESSURE_SHIATSU_REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
APPLIED KINESIOLOGY MUSCLE TESTING TOUCH FOR HEALTH THERAPEUTIC TOUCH-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APPLIED_KINESIOLOGY_MUSCLE_TESTING_TOUCH_FOR_HEALTH_THERAPEUTIC_TOUCH-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   

AROMATHERAPY ESSENTIAL OILS HERBAL MEDICINES-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AROMATHERAPY_ESSENTIAL_OILS_HERBAL_MEDICINES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ASTROLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ASTROLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
CENTERING PRAYER-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CENTERING_PRAYER-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

CULTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CULTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

DEPTH ECOLOGY ENVIRONMENT AND THE NEW AGE GODDESS GAIA-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEPTH_ECOLOGY_ENVIRONMENT_AND_THE_NEW_AGE_GODDESS_GAIA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DEVILS AND DEMONS DELIVERANCE AND EXORCISM-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEVILS_AND_DEMONS_DELIVERANCE_AND_EXORCISM-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DOWSING OUIJA BOARD DIVINATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DOWSING_OUIJA_BOARD_DIVINATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DREAMWORK-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DREAMWORK-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ENNEAGRAMS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ENNEAGRAMS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
GHOSTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GHOSTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
HARRY POTTER-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HARRY_POTTER-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   

HOMOEOPATHY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOEOPATHY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   

HOMOEOPATHY 02-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOEOPATHY_02-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
HYPNOSIS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HYPNOSIS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
MARTIAL ARTS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARTIAL_ARTS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

MEDITATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDITATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MINDFULNESS_MEDITATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN DECEMBER 2009 TO AUGUST 2011 341 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 02 PRIOR TO DECEMBER 2009 AND SUBSEQUENT TO AUGUST 2011 (UPTO JANUARY 31, 2016) 423 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_02.doc 

NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 03 1 FEBRUARY 2016 TO 5 AUGUST 2016 53 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_03.doc 

NEW AGE-SUSAN BRINKMANN 04 6 AUGUST 2016 TO 27 NOVEMBER 2017 103 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-SUSAN_BRINKMANN_04.doc 

NEW AGE ANGELS-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_ANGELS-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
NEW AGE GAMES-POKEMON SKYLANDERS ETC-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_GAMES-POKEMON_SKYLANDERS_ETC-SUSAN BRINKMANN.doc
OPRAH WINFREY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OPRAH_WINFREY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

PROSPERITY GOSPEL-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
PSYCHOLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PSYCHOLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
REIKI-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REIKI-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

ROCK MUSIC-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROCK_MUSIC-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

SHOULD CATHOLICS PERFORM BHARATANATYAM-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_CATHOLICS_PERFORM_BHARATANATYAM-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
SUPERSTITION-SUSAN BRINKMANN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUPERSTITION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
TOYS GAMES ENTERTAINMENT YOU WANT YOUR KIDS TO AVOID-SUSAN BRINKMANN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TOYS_GAMES_ENTERTAINMENT_YOU_WANT_YOUR_KIDS_TO_AVOID-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
VASSULA RYDEN-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASSULA_RYDEN-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 

WATER MAGNETIC FAR-INFRA-RED NEW AGE WELLNESS THERAPIES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WATER_MAGNETIC_FAR-INFRA-RED_NEW_AGE_WELLNESS_THERAPIES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc  

YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
YOGA-SUSAN BRINKMANN-02 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN-02.doc
