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Qur’an error. Were Jesus’ disciples Muslims?
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/disciples_muslims1.html  
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/disciples_muslims2.html 

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
The Quran makes the assertion that the companions of Christ were all Muslims:
And when Jesus sensed their faithlessness, he said, ‘Who will be my helpers towards Allah?’ The Disciples said, ‘We will be helpers of Allah. We have faith in Allah, and bear witness that we are muslims.’ S. 3:52 ‘Ali Quli Qara’i

And when I inspired the Disciples, [saying], ‘Have faith in Me and My apostle,’ they said, ‘We have faith. Bear witness that we are muslims.' S. 5:111 Qara’i

This implies that Jesus’ disciples would have held to the same beliefs taught by Muhammad, especially in regard to the person and work Christ. 

Hence, since the Muslim scripture denies that God is a father to anyone, including Jesus, since he has no spiritual children,

And [both] the Jews and the Christians say, "We are God's children, and His beloved ones." Say: "Why, then, does He cause you to suffer for your sins? Nay, you are but human beings of His creating. He forgives whom He wills, and He causes to suffer whom He wills: for God's is the dominion over the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, and with Him is all journeys' end." S. 5:18 Muhammad Asad
Some of the Jews have said that Ezra is the son of God and Christians have said the same of Jesus. This is only what they say and it is similar to what the unbelievers who lived before them had said. May God destroy them wherever they exist! S. 9:30 Muhammad Sarwar

And since it also denies that Jesus was crucified,

“and said, ‘We have killed the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, the Messenger of God.’ (They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, though it was made to appear like that to them; those that disagreed about him are full of doubt, with no knowledge to follow, only supposition: they certainly did not kill him-” S. 4:157 Abdel Haleem

This means that Christ’s companions would have also denied these things. 

Moreover, the Quran further speaks out against worshiping or serving any one besides God:

Say (O Muhammad): “I am only a man like you. It has been inspired to me that your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (God i.e. Allah). So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.” S. 18:110 Hilali-Khan

Your Lord said, "Call on Me and I will respond to you." Surely, those who are too arrogant to serve Me, they will enter hell, forcibly. S. 40:60 Quran: A Reformist Translation (QRT)

Hence, if the Muslim scripture were correct then none of Jesus’ disciples would have gone around preaching that Jesus is God’s Son who died on the cross, especially for our sins, and rose again. Nor would they have thought of ever worshiping Jesus, especially after his departure from the earth. 

This brings us to our next point. 


Judging the Quran by the Scriptures Revealed to the Jews and Christians 

The Quran repeatedly asserts that Muhammad came to confirm the textual veracity and divine origin of the sacred writings which the Jews and Christians of his time possessed:

He descended on you The Book with the truth, confirming to what (is) between His hands (musaddiqan lima bayna yadayhi), and He descended the Torah and the New Testament/Bible (al-Injeela [the Gospel]). S. 3:3 Ahmed Ali 

And this the Koran was/is not that it be fabricated from (by) other than God, and but confirmation (of) what (is) between his (Prophet Mohammad's) hands (tasdeeqa allathee bayna yadayhi), and detailing/explaining The Book, no doubt/suspicion in it, (it is) from the creations all together's/(universes') Lord. S. 10:37 Ahmed Ali

Here is how some other versions of the Quran translate this passage:

“… This confirms the existing Book (the Bible) and explains itself…” Muhammad Sarwar 

“… it is the confirmation of prior revelations (Psalms, Torah, and Gospel) and fully explains the Holy Book (prior scriptures)…” Farook Malik 

“… Rather (it) validates those (Books) which have been (revealed) before it…” Tahir-ul-Qadri Mohammed 

“… it confirms and expands upon the scriptures that already exist _ (the Torah and the Gospels)…” Dr. Munir Munshey 

“… It is a reflection of the truth that came before it, and an explanation of the Bible…” Bilal Muhammad

The preceding citations were all taken from this website. 

The Quran further exhorts people to use the Bible to judge whether the Quran is truly a revelation from God: 

If you are in doubt regarding what We have sent down to you, then ask those who have been studying the book from before you. The truth has come to you from your Lord, so do not be of those who doubt. S. 10:94 QRT

It even commands Christians of Muhammad’s day to judge by the Gospel which Jesus passed on to them, since it was still in their possession:

And We sent after (following) on their tracks with Jesus, Mary's son confirming for what (is) between his hands from the Torah/Old Testament (musaddiqan lima bayna yadayhi min al-tawrati), and We gave him the New Testament/Bible (al-Injeela) in it (is) guidance and light, and confirming to what (is) between his hands from the Torah/Old Testament (musaddiqan lima bayna yadayhi min al-tawrati), and guidance and a sermon/advice/warning to the fearing and obeying. And the New Testament's/Bible's people (ahlu al-Injeeli) should judge/rule with what God descended in it, and who does not judge/rule with what God descended, so those, they are the debauchers. S. 5:46-47 Ahmed Ali
Here is how another translator renders v. 47:

Let, then, the followers of the Gospel judge in accordance with what God has revealed therein: for they who do not judge in the light of what God has bestowed from on high - it is they, they who are truly iniquitous! Asad

Since the only Gospel which the Christians at that time possessed would have been what they had recorded in the pages of the NT, this presupposes that Muhammad thought that the NT writings, specifically the canonical Gospels, were the authoritative revelations which God had given the Christians to rule and live by. 

This is further confirmed by the earliest extant writing on Muhammad’s life which was written by a Muslim scholar named Ibn Ishaq in the eighth century AD. In it, Ibn Ishaq cites John’s Gospel as being the written account of the very Gospel which God gave Jesus to pass on to his followers!

“Among the things which have reached me about what Jesus the Son of Mary stated in the Gospel which he received from God for the followers of the Gospel, in applying a term to describe the apostle of God, is the following. It is extracted FROM WHAT JOHN THE APOSTLE SET DOWN FOR THEM WHEN HE WROTE THE GOSPEL FOR THEM FROM THE TESTAMENT OF JESUS SON OF MARY: ‘He that hateth me hateth the Lord. And if I had not done in their presence works which none other before me did, they had not sin: but from now they are puffed up with pride and think that they will overcome me and also the Lord. But the word that is in the law must be fulfilled, "They hated me without a cause" (i.e. without reason). But when the Comforter has come whom God will send to you from the Lord's presence, and the spirit of truth which will have gone forth from the Lord's presence he (shall bear) witness of me and ye also, because ye have been with me from the beginning. I have spoken unto you about this that ye should not be in doubt.’ 

“The Munahhemana (God bless and preserve him!) in Syriac is Muhammad; in Greek he is the paraclete. (The Life of Muhammad: A Translation of Ibn Ishaq’s Sirat Rasul Allah, with introduction and notes by Alfred Guillaume [Oxford University Press, Karachi, Tenth impression 1995], pp. 103-104; bold and capital emphasis ours)

Notice how this Muslim author quoted John 15:23-16:1 without ever questioning this Gospel’s veracity. 

In light of the foregoing, this means that Christians are expected to judge what the Muslim scripture says concerning the beliefs and teachings of Jesus’ disciples by consulting the writings of the NT. 

And since Q. 5:47 plainly teaches that any Christian who fails to judge by the revelation of the Gospel is no better than an evildoer, we have therefore decided to do as the Quran says, lest we be found to be rebels who refuse to submit to God’s commands. 


The Proclamation of the Gospels 

The Gospels are quite clear that the disciples confessed that Jesus is the Son of God in contexts where they saw glimpses of his divine identity. 

For instance, Nathanael made this confession right after Christ had told him that he had already seen where he lay even before Philip had called for him to come and meet with Jesus:

“Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote —Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ ‘Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. ‘Come and see,’ said Philip. When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.’ ‘How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Then Nathanael declared, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’ Jesus said, ‘You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.’ He then added, ‘Very truly I tell you, you will see “heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on” the Son of Man.’” John 1:45-51

The reason why this astonished Nathanael is because he knew that it wasn’t possible for Christ to have physically seen where he was sitting since the location was too far for it to be within the sight of where Jesus was. 

Hence, Nathanael’s reaction implies that Christ was basically claiming to be omnipresent and omniscient, a point brought out more clearly a little later in the Gospel:

“Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and WE will come to him and make OUR home with him.’” John 14:23 

“‘Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 
No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.’ Then Jesus’ disciples said, ‘Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.’ ‘Do you now believe?’ Jesus replied.” John 16:29-31 

“The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’” John 21:17

However, in order for Christ to possess both of these attributes he must be God in essence since only God is omnipresent and omniscient. 

Here is another time where the disciples testified to Christ being God’s Son: 

“Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It’s a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! I AM (ego eimi). Do not be afraid.’ ‘Lord, if it’s you,’ Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’ And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’” Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus’ followers worship him in recognition of his being the Son of God who is also the divine I AM that has complete power over the winds and the seas. This is an authority that the OT ascribes to Yahweh:

“who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves of the sea;” Job 9:8 

“Some went down to the sea in ships, doing business on the great waters; they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous works in the deep. For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea. They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; their courage melted away in their evil plight they reeled and staggered like drunken men and were at their wits' end. Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, and he brought them to their desired haven.” Psalm 107:23-30

On another occasion, the disciples were asked whom did they think Jesus was in contrast to whom the people thought he was. Simon Peter was given the answer by way of revelation from God: 

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter replied, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but MY Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hades shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.’” Matthew 16:13-19

According to Jesus, it was the Father himself who revealed to and through Simon that Christ is the Son of the living God. 

This shouldn’t surprise us since all three of the Synoptic Gospels (i.e. Matthew, Mark and Luke) record two instances where God himself testifies that Jesus is his beloved Son:

“And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.’” Matthew 3:16-17 – cf. Mark 1:10-11; Luke 3:21-22 

“And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’ When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Rise, and have no fear.’ And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.” Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-7; Luke 9:28-37

On another occasion, one of Christ’s female disciples confessed that he was God’s Son in relation to his being the Resurrection and the Life:

“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’” John 11:23-27 

Jesus went on to resurrect her brother who had been dead for four days in order to provide supernatural verification for his divine claims: 

“So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you ALWAYS hear me, but I said this ion account of the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out.’ The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’” John 11:41-44

In light of such divine statements, and in the aftermath of Christ’s physical bodily resurrection, the disciples came to acknowledge and confess that the One who had come to live in their midst was none other than their Lord God:

“Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.’ Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.’ Thomas answered and said to him, ‘My Lord and my God (ho kyrios mou kai ho theos mou)!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” John 20:24-31

Thomas’ confession, which Christ blesses and accepts, echoes the words of David in the Psalms who made a similar profession:

“Awake and rouse yourself for my vindication, for my cause, my God and my Lord (elohay w’adonay)! Vindicate me, O LORD, my God (YHWH elohay), according to your righteousness, and let them not rejoice over me!” Psalm 35:23-24

Here is how the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible, commonly referred to as the Septuagint [LXX], renders this text:

“Awake, O Lord, and take heed to my case, my God and my Lord (ho theos mou kai ho kyrios mou), to my cause! Judge me, O Lord, according to your righteousness, O Lord my God (kyrie ho theos mou), and let them not rejoice against me!” Psalm 34:23-24 LXX

Thus, the only way that a monotheistic Jew like Thomas could proclaim that Jesus was his Lord and God is if he believed that Jesus was/is Yahweh Incarnate! 

Thomas wasn’t the only one to testify that Christ is God who had come in the flesh: 

“To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.” Romans 9:5 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though existing the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be taken advantage of, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:5-11 

“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of the Son of his love, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For BY him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created TRHOUGH HIM and FOR HIM. And he IS before all things, and BY HIM all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. Colossians 1:13-20 

“For in him the whole fullness of Deity (theotetos – that which makes God what he is by nature) dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is he head of all rule and authority.” Colossians 2:9-10 

“waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. Titus 2:13-14 

“Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ… For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:1, 11 

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high… And again, when he brings the Firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all the angels of God worship him.’ Of the angels he says, ‘He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.’ But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.’ And, ‘You, Lord [the Son], laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.’” Hebrews 1:1-3, 6-12 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into existence through him, and without him nothing came into existence that has come into existence. In him was Life, and the Life was the light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it… The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into existence through him, yet the world did not know him… And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” John 1:1-5, 9-10, 14

Here we have Jesus’ own disciples and their followers proclaiming that Christ is the God who made and sustains all creation by his powerful word, is the exact representation of God’s own substance, possesses the entire essence of God bodily, i.e. as a man, reigns over the entire creation forever, receives worship from all of God’s heavenly host, and redeemed and purified a people from their sins by his own blood! 

*

The Proclamation of Acts 
When we turn to the book of Acts we find the disciples such as Peter testifying that Christ was not only crucified, but that he was also raised from the dead and ascended into heaven to rule from the Father’s right hand as the sovereign Lord of all creation:

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it… Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and of that WE ALL ARE WITNESSES. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, HE HAS POURED OUT this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.’’ Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Acts 2:22-24, 29-36

What makes Peter’s proclamation rather astonishing is that, not only does he claim that Christ has been exalted to heaven to reign as Lord over all, a point which he made on another occasion:

“You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. WE ARE WITNESSES OF EVERYTHING HE DID in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—BY US WHO ATE AND DRANK WITH HIM AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed AS JUDGE OF THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” Acts 10:36-43

He even testifies that it is the risen and ascended Christ who had poured out the Holy Spirit upon his followers. 

The reason why this happens to be a remarkable assertion is that according to the OT it is Yahweh who pours out his Spirit upon his servants. 

Peter himself alludes to this fact since, earlier in this same proclamation, he referred to the prophecy from Joel concerning God pouring out his Holy Spirit in the latter days:

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “In the last days, God says, I WILL POUR OUT MY SPIRIT on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I WILL POUR OUT MY SPIRIT in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”’” Acts 2:14-21 – cf. Joel 2:28-32

Hence, Peter has Jesus doing what the prophetic writings say Yahweh will do! 

The disciples also went around performing miracles in Jesus’ Almighty Name as a witness to the fact that Christ is the risen Lord and Author of Life who alone saves people from their sins:

“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his Servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed THE AUTHOR OF LIFE, whom God raised from the dead. To this WE ARE WITNESSES. And HIS NAME—by faith IN HIS NAME—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled… God, having raised up his Servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” Acts 3:13-18, 26

“On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation IN NO ONE ELSE, for there is NO OTHER NAME under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.’” Acts 4:5-12 

“But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. AND WE ARE WITNESSES TO THESE THINGS, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.’” Acts 5:29-32 

“Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints who lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for eight years, who was paralyzed. And Peter said to him, ‘Aeneas, JESUS CHRIST HEALS YOU; rise and make your bed.’ And immediately he rose. And all the residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.” Acts 9:32-35

The disciples further preached that believers are saved because of the grace or unmerited favor of Christ!

“After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: ‘Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.’” Acts 15:7-11

Jesus’ disciples even went as far as to worship and pray to Christ!

“And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:59-60

Here we have the first Christian martyr praying to his ascended Lord to not only receive his spirit, but to also forgive his persecutors. 

What makes Stephen’s invocation to Christ rather astonishing is that he prayed to the risen Lord in the same exact way that the Psalmist prayed to Yahweh!

“Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.” Psalm 31:5

The Jewish followers of Christ were also known for calling on the name of the Lord Jesus, a practice which initially led to the Apostle Paul attacking the Church:

“Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ And he said, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ And the Lord said to him, ‘Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to YOUR saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on YOUR name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of MINE to carry MY NAME before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of MY name.’ So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking food, he was strengthened. For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ And all who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon THIS name? And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?’” Acts 9:10, 13-14, 17, 20-21

However, the OT writings testify that true believers were those who would only call upon the name of Yahweh in their worship:

“Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God.” Genesis 21:33 

“Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those who called upon his name. They called to the LORD, and he answered them. In the pillar of the cloud he spoke to them; they kept his testimonies and the statute that he gave them.” Psalm 99:5-7 

“I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD… I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD.” Psalm 116:13, 17

And, yet, Jesus’ early followers worshiped him by calling on his name in the same way that the OT saints called upon Yahweh! 
Finally, like the disciples before him, the blessed Apostle Paul went around teaching that Christ is the risen Lord whom God appointed as Savior and Judge of all creation:

“Of this man's offspring God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. Before his coming, John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them by condemning him. And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have him executed. And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead, and for many days HE APPEARED TO THOSE WHO HAD COME UP WITH HIM FROM GALILEE TO JERUSALEM, WHO ARE NOW HIS WITNESSES TO THE PEOPLE… For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that THROUGH THIS MAN forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and BY HIM everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.” Acts 13:23-31, 36-39

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” Acts 17:30-31


Conclusion 

We did as the Quran suggested and consulted the Gospel in order to see whether the claims of Muhammad that Jesus’ disciples were Muslims was correct. Our examination showed that he was grossly mistaken since Jesus’ earliest followers taught the very doctrines which the Muslim scripture condemns. 

Contrary to the Quran’s assertions, Christ’s disciples proclaimed that Jesus is the divine Son of God who died on the cross and rose from the dead three days later. They also testified that he sits enthroned in heaven alongside the Father as the sovereign Lord of all creation, and that he will return to the earth in order to judge the living and the dead. They even went as far as to worship Christ as their risen and exalted Lord! 

Since this is what the revelation given to Christians proclaims about the belief of the first disciples of Jesus, and since Muhammad himself commanded that we judge by that revelation, this means that the Quran cannot be true and that Muhammad must have therefore been a false prophet. 

In fact, according to the NT witness, Muhammad happens to be one of the antichrists which the holy Scriptures warned us about:

“Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour… Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.” 1 John 2:18, 22-23

There is simply no way around this fact. 

*

More evidence that Jesus and his disciples did not teach Islam

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/disciples_teach_not_islam.html  

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s

Since the Quran argues that the followers of Christ were all Muslims (Q. 3:52; 5:111), this means that they would have adopted and espoused the basic tenets of Islamic theology, particularly as it relates to the nature of God. 
We have, therefore, decided to provide additional evidence from the NT documents that Jesus and his disciples were anything but Muslims. 

It is vitally important to keep in mind the fact that Islamic scholarship basically divides monotheism, called Tawhid, into three main categories or subsets. They are: 

Tawhid is commonly divided into three categories: Tawhid al-Rububiyyah, Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah and Tawhid al-Asma w al-Sifat. Shirk can occur in all these categories of tawhid. 

1. Shirk in Rububiyyah. Since Tawhid al-Rububiyyah entails affirming the Existence and Actions of Allah, there are a number of ways that shirk can occur in Rububiyyah.   

a. Shirk by denial. This can occur by one of three ways:

i. Denying that creation has a Creator. This was the belief of Pharaoh, as he questioned the very existence of Allah… 

“And who is the Lord of the Worlds?” [Surah al-Shu‘ara: 23]. 

This is also the belief of atheists, communists and other philosophies that deny the existence of a creator. 

ii. Denying the perfect existence of Allah by denying all of His Names and Attributes. By denying Allah’s Names and Attributes, one actually denies Allah’s Lordship, even if the person doing so verbally acknowledges the existence of a god. This is so because the denial of all attributes of anything is a denial of the existence of that thing. 
Everything that exists must be characterised by certain attributes which set it apart from other objects; it is only the non-existent that is beyond attribution. So denial of all [sic] Allah’s Names and Attributes is essentially a denial of Allah Himself. Such is the case with the majority of the philosophers (especially of the early Greeks), and the Jahmiyyah sect of old.    

iii. Denying the rights that He is entitled to by perfection of His Nature. Examples of this include: claiming that He is one with the creation, or that the world as we know it existed from eternity. The claim of those who propagate the theory of wahdat al-wujud, such as Ibn ‘Arabi, al-Hallaj, and other extreme Sufi schools of thought, in reality contradicts the belief in the existence of Allah. Likewise, the claim of many philosophers, including Ibn Sina, that the world existed from eternity, invalidates belief in Allah’s Lordship. If Allah did not create the world, then who did?     

b. Shirk by Affirmation. This occurs when one affirms another Creator or Lord besides Allah. An example of this type of shirk is the claim of the Zoroastrians that there are two creators: Ahriman, the creator of all-good, and Ahura Mazda, the creator of all evil. Certain extreme pseudo-Muslim sects partially fall into this type of shirk when they attribute to created beings powers that belong to Allah. For example, both the Shi’ites and the extreme Sufis consider their religious leaders to control certain aspects of creation. They believe that these people have the power to grant life and take it away, or to give some worldly benefit, or prevent a harm from occurring. So by attributing these powers of lordship (Rububiyyah) to other than Allah, these groups actually commit a type of major shirk.  

2. Shirk in Uluhiyyah. The concept of Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah necessitates that one direct each and every act of worship to Allah and only to Allah. Thus, to direct any act of to other than Allah is an example of shirk in Uluhiyyah. Examples of acts of worship that are due only to Allah are du’a, prayer, prostration, vows and oaths. Shirk in Uluhiyyah is the most common type of shirk amongst mankind. This is because most of mankind affirms the existence of One Creator, yet direct acts of worship to other than Him. Thus, Christians, while believing in God ‘the Father’, direct most of their worship to Jesus Christ. 

Although the norm amongst non-Muslims is that they worship Allah and other than Allah (like the Christians), it is also possible that certain groups and religions always worship other than Allah. Thus, for example, most Buddhists do not worship the Creator, but rather show veneration to statues. Likewise, certain extreme Sufi groups never turn directly to Allah, and instead direct their acts of worship to saints and prophets.       

3. Shirk in Asma wa l-Sifat. The concept of Tawhid al-Asma wa l-Sifat involves affirming for Allah the Most Beautiful Names and Perfect Attributes. So shirk of this category can occur in a number of ways: 

a. By comparing Allah to creation. For example, the claim of the Jews and Christians that Allah ‘tired’ after creating the Heavens and Earth, or that He ‘forgot’ certain matters are examples of shirk in Asma wa l-Sifat. 

b. By comparing creation to Allah. When creation is given the Names or Attributes that belong solely to Allah, shirk occurs. So to claim that a certain saint knows everything, or can hear the plea of any worshipper, is in fact shirk in Asma wa l-Sifat. 

c. By deriving the names of idols from Allah’s Names. This was the practice of the Jahiliyyah Arabs of old, for they named their idol al-Lat by feminising the name ‘Allah’, and al-‘Uzza by feminising al-‘Aziz, and al-Manat from al-Mannan.  

This categorisation, just like the three categories of tawhid, can be inferred and derived from various texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah. The Qur’an explicitly describes shirk in all of these three categories. In one verse, Allah states…

“Say: Call out to those whom you claim [as deities] besides Allah. They do not possess an atom’s weight [of control] in the heavens or on earth, nor do they have any share (shirk) therein, nor does He [Allah] have any helpers [from amongst them]” [Surah Saba’; 22]

In this verse, shirk in Rububiyyah is mentioned, since Allah negates them having any command or ownership of the heavens and earth. 

A verse which mentions shirk in Uluhiyyah is…

“So whoever is hopeful for the meeting of his Lord – let him do righteous deeds, and not associate (yushrik) anyone in the worship of his Lord” [Surah al-Kahf; 110]

In this verse, Allah warns mankind from falling into shirk in Uluhiyyah by directing acts of worship to other than He. 

Shirk in Asma wa l-Sifat is also negated frequently in the Qur’an. For example, Allah states…

“And he does not share (yushrik) in His legislation with anyone” [Surah al-Kahf; 26]

 And He states…  

“And there is no equal to Him” [Surah al-Ikhlas; 4]

So Allah negates the existence of any partner that resembles Him, or has His Names and Attributes. (An Explanation of Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab’s Kashf al-Shubuhat - Critical Study of Shirk, translation and commentary by Abu Ammaar Yasir Qadhi [Al-Hidaayah Publishing & Distribution, Birmingham, UK], 6. The Categories of Shirk, 1. Shirk in Relation to the Categories of Tawhid, pp. 35-38; bold emphasis ours)

Therefore, if Jesus and his followers were truly Muslims then they would have surely subscribed to these categories of Tawhid. This means that we should not expect to find the NT writings attributing the sovereignty, worship and/or exclusive names and characteristics of Deity to Christ, especially since Islam teaches that he was nothing more than a human messenger, albeit a highly honored one at that. 

However, if Christ did claim, and his disciples actually did believe, that Jesus was/is God in essence then this will be reflected by their ascribing all the major categories of Tawhid to him. 

With the said, it is time to see whether the NT documents present a Muslim Jesus, and whether these writings portray his followers as proclaiming Islamic monotheism as understood and defined by later Muslim theologians.  


1. Tawhid al-Rububiyyah 

Even though the Quran proclaims that the dominion of the heavens and the earth belong to Allah:

And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and Allah has power over all things. S. 3:189 Hilali-Khan

To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. And verily, Allah He is Rich (Free of all wants), Worthy of all praise. S. 22:64 Hilali-Khan

The Christian Scriptures teach that Christ is the Sovereign Lord of all creation and the unique Son of God who owns the heavens and the earth as his rightful possession:

“When they saw Him, they worshiped, but some doubted. Then Jesus came near and said to them, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the NAME of the Father AND OF THE SON and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” Matthew 28:18-20

This passage not only affirms that Christ shares in God’s exclusive rule over creation (rububiyyah), it even ascribes the names and characteristics of Deity to him (al-asma wa l-sifat) such as omnipresence and omnipotence. It further depicts Christ as receiving worship from his disciples (uluhiyyah/ibadaah). Nor is this an isolated example of Jesus being worshiped:

“All things have been entrusted to Me by My Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son desires to reveal Him.” Matthew 11:27 – cf. Luke 10:22

In saying that he knows the Father in the same way that he is known by the Father, Jesus is basically claiming to be omniscient. By also stating that only the Father knows the Son, Jesus is making himself out to be an incomprehensible Being who can only be known by someone who has an infinite and omniscient mind. 

Moving along: 

“He still had one to send, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those tenant farmers said among themselves, ‘THIS IS THE HEIR. Come, let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours!’ So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.” Mark 12:6-8 

“The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hands.” John 3:35 

“Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into His hands, that He had come from God, and that He was going back to God.” John 13:3 

“He will glorify Me, because He will take from what is Mine and declare it to you. Everything the Father has is Mine. This is why I told you that He takes from what is Mine and will declare it to you.” John 16:14-15 

“Everything I have is Yours, and everything You have is Mine, and I have been glorified in them.” John 17:10 

“He demonstrated this power in the Messiah by raising Him from the dead and seating Him at His right hand in the heavens—far above every ruler and authority, power and dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And He put everything under His feet and appointed Him as head over everything for the church, which is His body, the fullness of the One who fills all things in every way.” Ephesians 1:20-23 

“Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at God’s right hand with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him.” 1 Peter 3:22

Christ is even depicted as the Agent and Sustainer of the entire creation for whom everything exists:

“He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son He loves. We have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, in Him. He is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn (i.e. the One who is preeminent) over all creation. For everything was created by Him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him AND FOR HIM. He is before all things, and by Him all things hold together. He is also the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, so that He might have the preeminence in everything.” Colossians 1:13-18

Hence, Christ is the beloved Son who owns everything which belongs to God! 

This explains why God’s kingdom is said to be the Son’s kingdom:

“For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the kingdom of the Messiah and of God.” Ephesians 5:5 

“The seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven saying: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord AND OF HIS MESSIAH, and He will reign forever and ever!” Revelation 11:15 

“He presented another parable to them: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in HIS FIELD. But while people were sleeping, his enemy came, sowed weeds among the wheat, and left. When the plants sprouted and produced grain, then the weeds also appeared. The landowner’s slaves came to him and said, “Master, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Then where did the weeds come from?” “An enemy did this!” he told them. “So, do you want us to go and gather them up?” the slaves asked him. “No,” he said. “When you gather up the weeds, you might also uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At harvest time I’ll tell the reapers: Gather the weeds first and tie them in bundles to burn them, but store the wheat in my barn.”’ … Then He dismissed the crowds and went into the house. His disciples approached Him and said, ‘Explain the parable of the weeds in the field to us.’ He replied: ‘The One who sows the good seed IS THE SON OF MAN; the field IS THE WORLD; and the good seed—these are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out HIS angels, and they will gather from HIS KINGDOM everything that causes sin and those guilty of lawlessness. They will throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Anyone who has ears should listen!’” Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Here, Jesus identifies himself as the Owner of the field with the field being the world. This means that Jesus is claiming to be the Owner of the entire world, an explicit claim to Deity since the Hebrew Bible testifies that the world belongs to Yahweh!

“The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord; for He laid its foundation on the seas and established it on the rivers.” Psalm 24:1-2 

“If I were hungry I would not tell you, For the world is Mine, and all it contains.” Psalm 50:12

So much for the Quran’s assertion that Allah has no son or partner that shares in his sovereign rule and ownership over all creation:

And say: Praise be to Allah, Who hath not taken unto Himself a son, and Who hath no partner in the Sovereignty, nor hath He any protecting friend through dependence. And magnify Him with all magnificence. S. 17:111 Pickthall 

SAY: "Call upon those [beings] whom you imagine [to be endowed with divine powers] beside God: they have not an atom's weight of power either in the heavens or on earth, nor have they any share in [governing] either, nor does He [choose to] have any helper from among them.” S. 34:22 Muhammad Asad


2. Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah 

Not only did people prostrate themselves in worship to Christ with his approval,

“And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.’” Matthew 8:2 

“While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live.’” Matthew 9:18

“Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s children with her sons, worshipping him, and desiring a certain thing of him.” Matthew 20:20 

“And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, ‘Rejoice!’ So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him.” Matthew 28:9 

“When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. And he cried out with a loud voice and said, ‘What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not torment me.’” Mark 5:6 

“And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God. Amen.” Luke 24:52-53 

“Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered and said, ‘Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.’ Then he said, ‘Lord, I believe!’ And he worshiped Him.” John 9:35-38

He himself stated that it was God’s will for all to honor him, the Son, in the same way that they honor the Father:

“The Father, in fact, judges no one but has given all judgment to the Son, so that all people will honor the Son JUST AS they honor the Father. Anyone who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.” John 5:22-23

The Lord Jesus even told his followers that they could pray to him directly once he returns to the Father, and that he would personally answer all their requests and invocations:

“I assure you: The one who believes in Me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in My name, I WILL DO IT so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ASK ME anything in My name, I WILL DO IT.” John 14:12-14

This explains why the early Church would call on him in their invocations and worship:

“They were stoning Stephen as he called out: ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’ Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not charge them with this sin!’” And saying this, he fell asleep.” Acts 7:59-60

“‘Lord,’ Ananias answered, ‘I have heard from many people about this man, how much harm he has done to YOUR SAINTS in Jerusalem. And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call on YOUR NAME.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go! For this man is MY CHOSEN INSTRUMENT to take MY NAME to Gentiles, kings, and the Israelites. I will show him how much he must suffer for MY NAME!’ So Ananias left and entered the house. Then he placed his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you can regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. And after taking some food, he regained his strength. Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some days. Immediately he began proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues: ‘He is the Son of God.’ But all who heard him were astounded and said, ‘Isn’t this the man who, in Jerusalem, was destroying those who called on THIS NAME and then came here for the purpose of taking them as prisoners to the chief priests?’ But Saul grew more capable and kept confounding the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that this One is the Messiah.’” Acts 9:13-22

“To the church of God at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus and called as saints, with all those in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord—both their Lord and ours.” 1 Corinthians 1:2

However, the Muslim scripture is emphatically clear that invocations and prayers are to be made to Allah or God:

If My servants ask you about Me, I am near answering the calls of those who call to Me. So let them respond to Me and acknowledge Me that they may be guided. S. 2:186 

Your Lord said, "Call on Me and I will respond to you." Surely, those who are too arrogant to serve Me, they will enter hell, forcibly. S. 40:60

And yet Jesus’ followers, who were supposed to have been Muslims, all worshiped and invoked their risen Lord at his express orders! 

What makes this rather interesting is that Muhammad stated that he would be the first to worship God’s Son if he had one:  

Say, 'If the Merciful One has a son then am I the first to worship him. S. 43:81

Muhammad could see that for God to have a Son he would have to be divine, and therefore worthy of worship. 

Lo and behold, this is precisely what the disciples did!

“Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘Truly You are the Son of God.’” Matthew 14:33

They, too, realized that being the unique Son of God meant that Jesus was/is truly divine, and therefore worthy of their worship. 


3. Tawhid al-Asma wa l-Sifat 

Christ is said to possess God’s essence in all its fullness, being the exact copy of God’s uncreated substance or nature:

“For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, and you have been filled by Him, who is the head over every ruler and authority.” Colossians 2:9-10

“Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different ways. In these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. God has appointed Him heir of all things and made the universe through Him. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and THE EXACT COPY of His nature, sustaining all things by HIS [the Son’s] powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Hebrews 1:1-3

As such, Jesus possesses every essential characteristic and title of Deity. 

For instance, Jesus is said to be the Light of the world,

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’” John 8:12 

A description which the Quran ascribes to Allah:

Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The similitude of His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The glass is as it were a shining star. (This lamp is) kindled from a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor of the West, whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself) though no fire touched it. Light upon light. Allah guideth unto His light whom He will. And Allah speaketh to mankind in allegories, for Allah is Knower of all things. S. 24:35 Pickthall

Jesus is also the Truth, as well as the Resurrection and the Life who gives eternal life to all who believe in him:

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.’” John 11:25-27 

“‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus answered, ‘I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” John 14:1-6

He is further said to be the One that shall raise the dead at the last day just by the sound of his all-sovereign voice, and who shall then proceed to judge every one of them in order to determine their eternal fate!

“For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him… Very truly I tell you, an hour is coming and has now come when the dead will hear THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in their graves will hear HIS [the Son’s] VOICE and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.” John 5:21-23, 25-29 

“Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up AT THE LAST DAY. For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up AT THE LAST DAY.’” John 6:35-40

However, the Quran asserts that Allah is the truth that gives life to the dead, and that he shall be the one who will raise them up from their graves so as to judge them:

That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and it is He Who gives life to the dead, and it is He Who is Able to do all things. And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about it, and certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves. S. 22:6-7 Hilali-Khan

And the unbelievers will not cease to be in doubt of it, until the Hour comes on them suddenly, or there shall come upon them the chastisement of a barren day. The Kingdom upon that day shall belong to God, and He shall judge between them. As for those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, they shall be in Gardens of Bliss. S. 22:55-56 Arberry 

That is because Allah is the Truth, and that what they call upon besides Him – that is the falsehood, and because Allah is the High, the Great. S. 22:62 Shakir

That’s not all. Jesus even referred to himself as the First and the Last, and the Living One who died and came back to life in order to live forevermore:

“When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: ‘Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.’” Revelation 1:17-18

And yet the Muslim scripture says that it is Allah who is the first and the last, as well as the living one who does not die:

And trust thou in the Living One Who dieth not, and hymn His praise. He sufficeth as the Knower of His bondmen's sins, S. 25:58 Pickthall 

He is the First and the Last, and the Outward and the Inward; and He is Knower of all things. S. 57:3 Pickthall

With the foregoing in perspective, could it be any clearer that Christ and his followers truly believed and proclaimed that Jesus is God in the flesh (even though he is not the Father or the Holy Spirit)? How could the Quran therefore claim that Jesus and his disciples were all Muslims when the reality is that his followers were Christians who worshiped him as their risen Lord and Savior?

“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God IN THIS NAME.” 1 Peter 4:14-16 

“but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:18 

“For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2:9-11

So much for the Quran being the word of God! 
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