[image: image1.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs



JANUARY 24, 2017
Did Muhammad know Yahweh?
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/know_yahweh1.html
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/know_yahweh2.html 

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/know_yahweh3.html
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
In this series of replies, we are going to address the following article which has to do with Muhammad being ignorant of God’s covenant name Yahweh revealed in the Holy Bible. 
The writer seeks to explain why Muhammad never used the sacred name of God, which is represented by four Hebrew letters, namely, yod heh waw (or vav) heh, i.e. YHWH or YHVH. This is commonly referred to as the Tetragrammaton (“four letters”).   

The author’s errors begin early on, since he quotes Exodus 3:14-15 and states that “The Hebrew word that is translated as ‘I AM’ in English, is YHWH (known as the Tetragrammaton) which commonly the Christians read as Yahweh or Jehovah but inserting vowels.” 

The writer is mistaken since the Hebrew word translated as “I AM” isn’t YHWH, but ehyeh which comes from the same root as the sacred name. 

He then argues that the exact pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton has long been forgotten in order to justify Muhammad’s blatant ignorance of the divine name. This is nothing more than a red herring, as well as smoke and mirrors aimed at distracting the readers from the initial point which the writer conveniently doesn’t address at all. Instead, he focuses his “rebuttal” on showing what the name YHWH means so as to establish how Muhammad affirmed the meaning of the name even though he never bothered to use it. 

This, of course, raises a host of problems. First, since Muslims believe that Muhammad was sent to restore the religion of Abraham and call people back to the pure, undiluted worship of the true God, then surely he would have been able to restore the proper annunciation of the sacred name. After all, if God took the time to send someone to restore his true religion, then he could also have restored the correct way of saying the name which he wanted all believers to know him by:

“God further said to Moses, 'You are to tell the Israelites, “Yahweh, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time, and thus I am to be invoked for all generations to come.’” Exodus 3:15 New Jerusalem Bible (NJB)  

“Yah is my strength and my song, to him I owe my deliverance. He is my God and I shall praise him, my father's God and I shall extol him. Yahweh is a warrior; Yahweh is his name.” Exodus 15:2-3 NJB 

“And Yahweh descended in a cloud and stood with him there and pronounced the name Yahweh. Then Yahweh passed before him and called out, ‘Yahweh, Yahweh, God of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, rich in faithful love and constancy, maintaining his faithful love to thousands, forgiving fault, crime and sin, yet letting nothing go unchecked, and punishing the parent's fault in the children and in the grandchildren to the third and fourth generation!’” Exodus 34:5-7 NJB 

“Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Extol Him who rides on the clouds, By His name YAH, And rejoice before Him.” Psalm 68:4 New King James Version (NKJV)  

“May they know that You alone—whose name is Yahweh—are the Most High over all the earth.” Psalm 83:18 Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) 

“I am Yahweh, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another or My praise to idols.” Isaiah 42:8 HCSB 

“Therefore, I am about to inform them, and this time I will make them know My power and My might; then they will know that My name is Yahweh.” Jeremiah 16:21 HCSB 

“'Yahweh who made the earth, who formed it and set it firm -- Yahweh is his name -- says this, ‘Call to me and I will answer you; I will tell you great secrets of which you know nothing.’” Jeremiah 33:2-3 NJB 

“Yahweh is the God of Hosts; Yahweh is His name.” Hosea 12:5 HCSB

Second, this ignores the fact that the four letters which make up the sacred name are still preserved by God in the Hebrew Scriptures. In light of this, Muhammad could have easily included the sacred name into the consonantal text of the Quran by simply using the Arabic letters which correspond to the Hebrew Tetragrammaton, namely Ya Ha Wa Ha. In fact, this is how the sacred name appears in the Arabic translations of the Hebrew Bible: يهوه. This would at least show that he had some knowledge of the name which had been revealed to the patriarchs and the prophets.  

This leads me to my third point. Another reason why we would expect Muhammad to have employed the Tetragrammaton is because Muslims seek to convince Jews and Christians that he was the prophet like Moses that was prophesied to come in Deuteronomy 18:15-19. Surely, the prophet like Moses would have known and made use of the Tetragrammaton, just like Moses did.  

The reality is that Muhammad did not know the name because he wasn’t a true prophet, and therefore did not know the true God who had spoken to the patriarchs and who had commissioned prophets like Moses. This is brought out by the fact that not only was Muhammad ignorant of the sacred name, he also contradicted the very theology of Moses as recorded within the Torah, or Pentateuch. 

For instance, Yahweh revealed through Moses that he is a spiritual Father to his people (in fact to the entire creation), who chose Israel to be his firstborn Son: 

“Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My firstborn. So I said to you, ‘Let My son go that he may serve Me’; but you have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.”’” Exodus 4:22-23 

And like a father does to the children he loves, Yahweh was forced to discipline Israel due to their rebellion against him:

“All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your forefathers. You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. Thus you are to know in your heart that the Lord your God was disciplining you just as a man disciplines his son.” Deuteronomy 8:1-5 

“Do you thus repay the Lord, O foolish and unwise people? Is not He your Father who has bought you? He has made you and established you… You neglected the Rock who begot you, And forgot the God who gave you birth. The Lord saw this, and spurned them Because of the provocation of His sons and daughters. Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end shall be; For they are a perverse generation, Sons in whom is no faithfulness.” Deuteronomy 32:6, 18-20 

Yet Muhammad comes along nearly 2200 years later and denies that his god is a father to anyone, let alone Israel:

But the Jews and the Christians say, "We are the children of Allah and His beloved." Say, "Then why does He punish you for your sins?" Rather, you are human beings from among those He has created. He forgives whom He wills, and He punishes whom He wills. And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them, and to Him is the [final] destination. S. 5:18 Sahih International 

And they say, "The Most Merciful has taken [for Himself] a son." You have done an atrocious thing. The heavens almost rupture therefrom and the earth splits open and the mountains collapse in devastation That they attribute to the Most Merciful a son. And it is not appropriate for the Most Merciful that He should take a son. There is no one in the heavens and earth but that he comes to the Most Merciful as a servant. S. 19:88-93 Sahih International

As such, he cannot be a true prophet, let alone the prophet like Moses.

*

The writer proceeds to make a further erroneous claim by asserting that the only place in Scripture that “Christendom” points to in order to prove that Jesus used the name YHWH is John 8:58. The reason we say that this is erroneous is because this doesn’t accurately represent the Christian argument. The point in quoting John 8:58 is not to show that Jesus employed the Tetragrammaton, but rather that Jesus identified himself in the same way that YHWH did to Moses when he appeared to the latter in the form of fire in the burning bush (cf. Exodus 3:1-6). In so doing, Jesus was basically claiming to be YHWH, the God of Moses. 
Here are the passages so that the readers can compare them for themselves:

“Then Moses said to God, ‘Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you.” Now they may say to me, “What is His name?” What shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”’” Exodus 3:13-14 

“Then the Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM (ego eimi).’” John 8:57-58 NKJV  

Since YHWH calls himself the “I AM”, for Jesus to then employ the same words in the context of answering the question of how he and Abraham could have actually seen each other, basically means that Christ was pretty much identifying himself as the eternally subsisting God.   

This brings us to the second point. The author proceeds to make another erroneous assumption, namely, that the Greek words of John 8:58 (ego eimi) are simply a means of designating or identifying oneself, and do not have the same meaning which the word YHWH does, a name which signifies the fact that God is the One who lives or the Living [One], the Self Subsisting. 

This either illustrates the author’s ignorance or dishonesty since the context in which Jesus employs these words clearly shows that Jesus is claiming to be the Living One who eternally subsists. 

Note the context carefully:

“They answered and said to Him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you are Abraham’s children, do the deeds of Abraham. But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do.’” John 8:39-42 

Here Jesus was basically telling the Jews who were opposing him that they could not possibly be Abraham’s descendants since they were trying to kill him, which is something that their ancestor did not try to do. Jesus’ statements presuppose that he and Abraham actually saw each other and, unlike the Jews whom Christ was confronting, Abraham did not oppose or disbelieve in him. In fact, Jesus went on to explain that their physical forefather was actually elated when he saw Christ: 

“‘Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he will never see death.’ The Jews said to Him, ‘Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and You say, ‘If anyone keeps My word, he will never taste of death.’ Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You make Yourself out to be?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, “He is our God”; and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I will be a liar like you, but I do know Him and keep His word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.’ So the Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am (prin Abra’am genesthai ego eimi).’ Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.” John 8:51-59

After stating that Abraham was glad when the day came that he saw Christ, the Jews were puzzled since they couldn’t comprehend how Jesus could have seen Abraham when the former wasn’t even fifty and the latter had been dead for roughly two thousands years. Notice that Christ doesn’t correct them, but goes on to explain how it could have been possible for him to have personally seen the patriarch: unlike Abraham who came into existence, Christ has always been! 

This is clearly brought out by the fact that the Greek text uses two different verbs to contrast the difference in their modes of existence, namely, genesthai which refers to a point of origin, and the present tense eimi which in this particular context refers to timeless existence. 

The following commentaries help make the point: 
Barnes' Notes on the Bible 

I am - The expression I am, though in the present tense, is clearly designed to refer to a past time. Thus, in Psalm 90:2, "From everlasting to everlasting thou art God." Applied to God, it denotes continued existence without respect to time, so far as he is concerned. We divide time into the past, the present, and the future. The expression, applied to God, denotes that he does not measure his existence in this manner, but that the word by which we express the present denotes his continued and unchanging existence. Hence, he assumes it as his name, "I AM," and "I AM that I AM," Exodus 3:14. Compare Isaiah 44:6; Isaiah 47:8. There is a remarkable similarity between the expression employed by Jesus in this place and that used in Exodus to denote the name of God. The manner in which Jesus used it would strikingly suggest the application of the same language to God. The question here was about his pre-existence. The objection of the Jews was that he was not 50 years old, and could not, therefore, have seen Abraham. Jesus replied to that that he existed before Abraham. As in his human nature he was not yet 50 years old, and could not, as a man, have existed before Abraham, this declaration must be referred to another nature; and the passage proves that, while he was a man, he was also endowed with another nature existing before Abraham, and to which he applied the term (familiar to the Jews as expressive of the existence of God) I AM; and this declaration corresponds to the affirmation of John Joh 1:1, that he was in the beginning with God, and was God. This affirmation of Jesus is one of the proofs on which John relies to prove that he was the Messiah John 20:31, to establish which was the design of writing this book. 

Vincent's Word Studies 

Was, I am (γενέσθαι, ἐγώ εἰμι) 

It is important to observe the distinction between the two verbs. Abraham's life was under the conditions of time, and therefore had a temporal beginning. Hence, Abraham came into being, or was born (γενέσθαι). Jesus' life was from and to eternity. Hence the formula for absolute, timeless existence, I am (ἐγώ εἰμι). See on John 1:3; see on John 7:34. 

People's New Testament 

8:58 Before Abraham was, I am. A solemn and official declaration, preceded by Verily, verily (see PNT Joh 3:3). The utterance is a remarkable one. It does not merely assert that he was before Abraham, but before Abraham was, I AM. It identifies with the I AM of the Old Testament. Divinity has no past tense, no future tense, but always the present. 

Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary 
http://jfb.biblecommenter.com/john/8.htm 

58. Before Abraham was, I am-The words rendered "was" and "am" are quite different. The one clause means, "Abraham was brought into being"; the other, "I exist." The statement therefore is not that Christ came into existence before Abraham did (as Arians affirm is the meaning), but that He never came into being at all, but existed before Abraham had a being; in other words, existed before creation, or eternally (as Joh 1:1). In that sense the Jews plainly understood Him, since "then took they up stones to cast at Him," just as they had before done when they saw that He made Himself equal with God (Joh 5:18). 
Matthew Henry's Whole Bible Commentary  

[3.] Our Saviour gives an effectual answer to this cavil, by a solemn assertion of his own seniority even to Abraham himself (v. 58): "Verily, verily, I say unto you; I do not only say it in private to my own disciples, who will be sure to say as I say, but to you my enemies and persecutors; I say it to your faces, take it how you will: Before Abraham was, I am;" prin Abraam genesthai, egoµ eimi, Before Abraham was made or born, I am. The change of the word is observable, and bespeaks Abraham a creature, and himself the Creator; well therefore might he make himself greater than Abraham. Before Abraham he was, First, As God. I am, is the name of God (Ex. 3:14); it denotes his self-existence; he does not say, I was, but I am, for he is the first and the last, immutably the same (Rev. 1:8); thus he was not only before Abraham, but before all worlds, ch. 1:1; Prov. 8:23. Secondly, As Mediator. He was the appointed Messiah, long before Abraham; the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8), the channel of conveyance of light, life, and love from God to man. This supposes his divine nature, that he is the same in himself from eternity (Heb. 13:8), and that he is the same to man ever since the fall; he was made of God wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, to Adam, and Abel, and Enoch, and Noah, and Shem, and all the patriarchs that lived and died by faith in him before Abraham was born. Abraham was the root of the Jewish nation, the rock out of which they were hewn. If Christ was before Abraham, his doctrine and religion were no novelty, but were, in the substance of them, prior to Judaism, and ought to take place of it. 

(The preceding quotations were taken from the website Biblos. All bold emphasis ours) 

Finally, here are the words of Bart D. Ehrman, an avowed skeptic of Christianity who has made it a chief aim of his life to attack the Christian faith, particularly the Holy Bible, in order to cause people to lose their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ: 

“Jesus does not preach about the future kingdom of God in John. The emphasis is on his own identity, as seen in the ‘I am’ sayings. He is the one who can bring life-giving sustenance (‘I am the bread of life’ 6:35); he is the one who brings enlightenment (‘I am the light of the world’ 9:5); he is the only way to God (‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father but by me’ 14:6). Belief in Jesus is the way to have eternal salvation: ‘whoever believes in him may have eternal life’ (3:36). He in fact is equal with God: ‘I and the Father are one’ (10:30). His Jewish listeners appear to have known full well what he was saying: they immediately pick up stones to execute him for blasphemy. 

“In one place in John, Jesus claims the name of God for himself, saying to his Jewish interlocutors, ‘Before Abraham was, I am’ (John 8:58). Abraham, who lived 1,800 years earlier, was the father of the Jews, and Jesus is claiming to have existed before him. But he is claiming more than that. He is referring to a passage in the Hebrew Scriptures where God appears to Moses at the burning bush and commissions him to go to Pharaoh and seek the release of his people. Moses asks God what God’s name is, so that he can inform his fellow Israelites which divinity has sent him. God replies, ‘I Am Who I Am … say to the Israelites, “I Am has sent me to you”’ (Exodus 3:14). So when Jesus says ‘I AM,’ in John 8:58, he is claiming the divine name for himself. Here again his Jewish hearers had no trouble understanding his meaning. Once more, out come the stones.” (Ehrman, Jesus, Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions in the Bible (and Why We don’t Know About Them) [HarperOne, A Division of HarperCollins Publishers, 2009], Three. A Mass Variant Views, p. 80; bold emphasis ours)

Hence, Jesus’ point to the Jews was that, unlike their ancestor who was created, he is eternal since he has always existed and will continue to exist forever, which is why he could personally see Abraham. 

Now since the Muslim author acknowledges that this is basically what the word YHWH means, i.e. He Who Lives and the Self-Existent One, he has no choice but to admit that Christ was claiming to be YHWH since YHWH alone is eternal.   

The writer then proceeds to quote John 9:9 where the blind man whom Jesus miraculously healed employs the words ego eimi in order to prove that this phrase simply means “I am.” He then accuses Christians of deception since some translations add the word “he” in this particular text, as if this was deliberately done to obscure the fact that John 9:9 uses the same words that Jesus does. As if he couldn’t make it any more obvious that he is dealing with issues that are simply beyond his intellectual capacity and ability to comprehend, he asks the question of whether the blind mind was claiming to be YHWH by using ego eimi, which he answers in the negative and asserts that no Christian would dare claim that he was. 

In the first place, had the author bothered perusing the various English versions of the Holy Bible he would have soon discovered that there are many translations that also insert the word he even in places where Jesus happens to be the One speaking. For the sake of brevity, we offer a few examples:

“‘I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he (ego eimi) you will die in your sins.’… So Jesus said to them, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he (ego eimi), and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.’” John 8:24, 28 English Standard Version (ESV) 

“I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am he (ego eimi).” John 13:19 ESV

This brings us to the next point. As we have already noted, the Christian argument is not that the mere use of the words ego eimi proves that Jesus was claiming to be YHWH, but the manner and context in which he employed this phrase which does so. As the following Evangelical scholars make clear: 

“The phrase I AM is not the word YHWH. However it is a derivative of the verb ‘to be,’ from which the divine name Yahweh (YHWH) is also derived in Exodus 3:15. Thus the I AM WHO I AM title which God gave to Moses is a fuller expression of His eternal being, shortened in v. 15 to the divine name YHWH. The Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament, translated the first use of the phrase I AM in Exodus 3:14 as ego eimi. (Greek was the spoken language of Jesus’ day and is the language in which the New Testament was written.) 

“So, in the time of Jesus, the emphatic form of ‘I am’ (ego eimi) in Greek was the equivalent of the Hebrew Yahweh. Depending on the context, it could be a forceful way of saying ‘I am!’ (as in John 9:9), or it could be the name of God himself, the eternal I AM. 

“On several occasions Jesus used the term ego eimi of Himself as it can be used only of God. The clearest example is when the Jews said to Jesus: ‘“You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I AM” [Greek: ego eimi]. Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him’ (John 8:57-59). The Jews sought to kill Him for the presumption of that claim to deity. The Old Testament was clear. The prescribed penalty for blasphemy was to be stoned to death (Leviticus 24:16).” (Josh McDowell and Bart Larson, Jesus: A Biblical Defense of His Deity [Here’s Life Publishers, San Bernardino, CA: Eighth printing 1989], p. 22; bold emphasis ours)

Therefore, the Muslim author is either simply ignorant, or outright dishonest, since his arguments badly misunderstand and/or misrepresent the actual Christian position. 

Now that we got all of the author’s red herrings and straw men out of the way…
*
We provide further evidence that, contrary to the writer’s assertion, Jesus did indeed claim to be YHWH in the flesh. We will even use the author’s own argument concerning the meaning of YHWH to do so. 
The writer appeals to the online Jewish Encyclopedia to show what the name YHWH basically means: 

Meaning of YHWH (Yahweh) 

As it was made apparent that we do not know how to pronounce the word “YHWH”, we must now look and understand what this word means so as to get an understanding of the word itself. The Jewish Encyclopedia informs us that the meaning of the name “YHWH” is “‘He who is self-existing, self-sufficient’, or, more concretely, ‘He who lives’” [emphasis added]. Hence in simplest of terms “YHWH” means The Living and Self-Subsisting. 

He then argues that the Quran and ahadith actually refer to Allah as the living one (al-hayy) and the self-subsisting (al-qayyum), in order to establish his point that Muhammad knew of the meaning of YHWH, even though he never personally used the name itself. 

Here are some of the verses where these specific characteristics appear:

“Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living (al-hayyu), the Sustainer of [all] existence (al-qayyumu). Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth…” S. 2:255 Sahih International 

Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living (al-hayyu), the Sustainer of existence (al-qayyumu). S. 3:2 Sahih International - cf. Q. 20:111 

He is the Living One (al-hayyu). There is no God save Him. So pray unto Him, making religion pure for Him (only). Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! S. 40:65 Pickthall

In fact, these qualities happen to be listed as two of the “99 names” of Allah: 

Al-Qayyûm: The Self-Sustaining 

The Self-Sustaining, Self-Subsisting, Self-Existing, the One who is in charge of things and preserves them and manages them. Also the One whose power over His creatures is unchangeable and will never end. He requires nothing to exist. 

Al-Qayyum is one of the Ninety-Nine Names… 

Al-Hayy: The Living 

Ever-Living, i.e. Deathless. 

Al-Hayy is one of the Ninety-Nine Names. (Aisha Bewley, The Divine Names)

And:

63. Al-Hayy
The Ever-Living 

64. Al-Qayyum
The Self-Subsisting Sustainer of All (Sh. G. F. Haddad, Allah's Names and Attributes)

As the readers can see from the above examples, the word al-qayyum not only denotes the fact that Allah is self-existent, but also highlights his role as the sustainer who holds all creation together. 

Now in order to establish that Jesus did identify himself as YHWH Incarnate, all we need to do is to cite biblical references where Christ claims to be the Living One, or the One who lives forever, as well as the Self-Subsisting Sustainer who gives life to all creation. 

Lo and behold, this is precisely what we find Jesus claiming for himself, just as the following texts point:

“When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.” Revelation 1:17-18 – cf. 2:8

Jesus not only states that he is the Living One who lives forever, he also identifies himself as the First and the Last, which is another name for God according to both the Hebrew Scriptures and the Quran: 

“Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me.’” Isaiah 44:6 

“Listen to Me, O Jacob, even Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.” Isaiah 48:12 – cf. 41:4 

He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He is, of all things, Knowing. S. 57:3 Sahih International

Christ also referred to himself as the Bread of Life, meaning the One who gives life and sustenance to all believers (in fact to all creation):

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen Me, and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.’ Therefore the Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, ‘I am the bread that came down out of heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does He now say, “I have come down out of heaven”?’… ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh… He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day… As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me, he also will live because of Me. This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate and died; he who eats this bread will live forever.’” John 6:35-42, 47-51, 54, 57-58 

“‘My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; AND I GIVE ETERNAL LIFE TO THEM, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them OUT OF MY HAND. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.’ The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. Jesus answered them, ‘I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?’ The Jews answered Him, ‘For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God.’” John 10:27-33

This explains why the NT writers could identify Christ as the Agent of creation whom the Father used to create and sustain all things by the Son’s powerful word:

“For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” Colossians 1:16-17 

“God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,” Hebrews 1:1-3 

“but to the Son: Your throne, God, is forever and ever… And: In the beginning, Lord [the Son], You established the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; they will perish, but You remain. They will all wear out like clothing; You will roll them up like a cloak, and they will be changed like a robe. But You are the same, and Your years will never end.” Hebrews 1: 8, 10-12 HCSB

This happens to be the same word, or voice, which shall raise the dead back to life at the last day,

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD, and those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear HIS [Son’s] VOICE, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” John 5:25-29

A divine function which the Quran says belongs uniquely to God or Allah:

That is because Allah is the Truth and because He gives life to the dead and because He is over all things competent. And [that they may know] that the Hour is coming - no doubt about it - and that Allah will resurrect those in the graves. S. 22:6-7 Sahih International 

Amazingly, Jesus also claims to be the Truth, much like Muhammad’s god does, as well as the Way and the Life who shall come to gather his people to dwell with him forever!

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.’ Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’” John 14:1-6

And he also says that all authority in heaven and earth belongs entirely to him!

“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’” Matthew 28:18 

Thus, according to the inspired Scriptures Jesus and his followers both proclaimed that Christ is YHWH in the flesh (even though he is not the Father or the Holy Spirit), since they identify the risen Lord as the Living One and the Sustainer who gives life to and preserves all creation by his powerful word in perfect union with the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

So, in the end, it is all about the claims Jesus makes for himself, of who he is (life-giver, eternal one, self-subsisting, etc.) but not the question whether he uses the name Yahweh for himself or at all. It is about WHO Jesus is and claims to be, and not whether he speaks about God by using the name of God given in the Torah. 

Finally, we need to distinguish between knowing something about God and knowing God in the sense of being in a personal relationship with him. The two are not the same since anyone can discover the fact that God’s name is Yahweh by simply reading some Christian books, but to know Yahweh personally and intimately is quite a different proposition altogether. There is no question that Muhammad did not know Yahweh in the sense of personal, first hand knowledge of the person, based on personal encounter. That is reflected by his false revelations that are in contradiction to the revelation of the true prophets. And that is what really matters when you come down right to it. Whether Muhammad ever knew (as mere information) that the original name of God was “Yahweh” is in some sense a moot point, even though the evidence shows that he didn’t. What really matters is that Muhammad was a false prophet who did not know the true God, and therefore misled people into believing a false god whom he tried to pass off as the God of Abraham. 

So much for the Muslim argument. 

Unless noted otherwise, all Scriptural quotations taken from the New American Standard Version of the Holy Bible (NASB). 
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