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Dismissed Jesuit John Dear’s campaign against “just war”
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John Dear (1959- ) is an ex-Jesuit (dismissed December 2013), a pacifist, vegetarianism and disarmament advocate, author and lecturer. He has been arrested over 75 times in acts of nonviolent civil disobedience against war, injustice and nuclear weapons as part of his "ethic of nonviolence". Dear has been nominated several times for the Nobel Peace Prize, most recently with Dr. Leo Rebello for the 2015 award. Rebello, incidentally, is probably India’s leading New Ager. See pages 53, 57 of NATUROPATHY http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NATUROPATHY.doc, etc. at my web site.

Dear writes for the liberal-left National Catholic Reporter, the New York Times and the Washington Post.

Dear helped draft Pope Francis’ message for the 50th anniversary of the World Day of Peace on January 1, 2017. This is how it happened. 80 peace leaders from around the world came to the Vatican. They issued a joint statement, “An Appeal to the Catholic Church to Return to Gospel Nonviolence,” calling upon the Catholic Church to reject the just war theory [the Church’s conditions under which war is justifiable] and return to the nonviolence of Jesus and asking Pope Francis to write his next encyclical on that subject. Cardinal Peter Turkson, then president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, asked Dear to draft the pope’s next World Day of Peace message. 

The just war theory has its roots in the fourth century, when Roman Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity and ruled that Christians could engage in armed conflict. 
A review of "Transfiguration" (published by Double Day in 2007) by Fr. John Dear
https://acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2007/04/transfiguration-by-fr-john-dear.html EXTRACT
By Matthew (a Third Order Dominican), April 14, 2007
Fr. Dear is concerned only about anti-war messages and social work. The entire book is meant to the peace movement, elimination of nuclear weapons, end of the death penalty, protection of the environment, etc. He wants the Just War Theory removed from Church teaching. Fr. Dear makes no mention of the need to receive the Sacraments. He seems so concerned with the world that he is neglecting the purpose of the priesthood - saving immortal souls!
I decided to find more information, so I visited Fr. John Dear's website. And what did I find? I found pictures of a man dressed in laypeople's clothing. Yes, Fr. John Dear is one of the Catholic priests that doesn't teach the Catechism well or dress like a priest with a Roman Collar. I was even more disappointed. In fact, anti-war was the only message I saw on his website. I saw nothing about the need for Confession, Eucharist, Mass, etc. While Jesus certainly did preach peace (Matthew 26:52), Our Lord still used the rope to drive thieves from the Temple (Matthew 21:12-17). I politely suggest that Fr. John Dear needs to read that part of the Gospel again.
Priest dismissed from Society of Jesus had 'lost his way'
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/priest-dismissed-from-society-of-jesus-had-lost-his-way EXTRACT

By Carl Bunderson, January 16, 2014

Father John Dear, a longtime activist for peace and nonviolence who has been dismissed from the Jesuits, is impassioned yet wayward according to a source long familiar with the Society of Jesus.
The source who spoke with CNA said that one can suspect that Fr. Dear “has a very unique take on nonviolence, on who Christ is,” and “obsesses that Jesus is all about nothing but the notion of peace, and, as far as I can tell, the peace that the world gives; not the dynamic peace of Christ.”
The source characterized Fr. Dear as “taking something that is a truth, and trying to turn it into all truth…he's really gotten into this particular subculture” rooted in the late 1960s and the vision of Fr. Daniel Berrigan, a Jesuit who protested against the Vietnam war and destroyed draft files.
“John Dear didn't just drop from the sky, he's a creation of the 1970s of the Jesuits” and does “reflect the spirit of the 32nd General Congregation of the Jesuits…he's taken the ball and run with it to incredible lengths.”

The “just war” theory was first posited by St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo (354-430) when Christians felt the necessity of a Christian army to defend the Roman Empire.
In May 2016, SMART COMPANION INDIA, a “Catholic” magazine run by a bunch of liberals from Kochi, Kerala, published an April 20, 2016 John Dear article sourced from the rag, the Huffington Post:

The Church’s turning Toward Nonviolence
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/john-dear/the-churchs-turning-towar_b_9741102.html 
In it, Dear calls for Pope Francis to release an encyclical condemning the “just war” theory that Catholicism has hitherto accepted. Considering Francis’ widely criticised encyclical Laudato Si’, Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, Motu Proprio on Marriage Annulments etc., and the recent moves to reverse the Church’s stand on the death penalty, one can only presume the worst.
Indian Jesuits whose vocation is almost exclusively focused on social justice issues (read Matthew’s comments on page 1) will welcome John Dear’s initiative.
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