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Hans Kung challenged us all: Michael Amaladoss
https://mattersindia.com/2021/04/hans-kung-challenged-us-all-michael-amaladoss/ 
Jose Kavi, April 7, 2021
[image: image2.jpg]



Jesuit Father Michael Amaladoss, a renowned Asian theologian, on April 7 hailed Hans Kung as “a champion of Collegiality in the Church and Dialogue between religions and cultures.”
Hans Küng, an influential and controversial Swiss theologian, died on April 6 at his home in Tübingen, southwest Germany. He was 93.

In a condolence message shared with Matters India, Father Amaladoss termed as “sad” the death of Kung, who was “certainly one of the great post-Vatican II theologians.”

The 84-year-old Indian priest, a highly regarded expert on interreligious dialogue and Christology, says the Swiss theologian had “a big following in the Third-world Churches in Asia, Africa and Latin America, because he was saying things that we would hesitate to say because of our circumstances.”

Father Kung got into “bad books of the Vatican because of his views on papal primacy,” says Father Amaladoss, who had dealt with ecumenical and interreligious dialogue and issues concerning the inculturation of the faith as one of the four general assistants to the Jesuit superior genera Father Peter Hans Kolvenbach.

Although he has not met Kung personally, Father Amaladoss says he has admired the Swiss theologian’s “writings, his progressive thinking and his challenging the Church administrative structures.”

The Indian theologian too had faced Vatican investigation in 2014 for allegedly espousing unorthodox beliefs, raising new questions about whether Pope Francis — the first Jesuit pope — was in fact moving the Catholic Church in a new direction.

Father Kung, the Indian theologian says, was one of the representatives of the progressive wing in the Church in the area of theology. “He has contributed much to Post-Vatican II theology.”

“He has done his good work and has gone to the Lord. He can continue to support those who are busy with reforming the Church. Pope Francis gives us hope. We can only thank God for the gift of Hans Kung to the Church in the Post Vatican period for challenging all of us by his reflections,” added Father Amaladoss, who now resides at the Institute of Dialogue with Cultures and Religions, attached to Chennai’s Loyola College.
Controversial Swiss theologian Hans Küng dies at age 93
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/247174/controversial-swiss-theologian-hans-kung-dies-at-age-93
April 6, 2021
The influential and controversial Swiss theologian Hans Küng died Tuesday at the age of 93.
The German Catholic Church’s official website said that Küng died on the afternoon of April 6 at his home in Tübingen, southwest Germany.

Küng served as a theological adviser at the Second Vatican Council but repeatedly clashed with Rome in the years that followed.

The tensions culminated in a 1979 declaration by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) that Küng had “departed from the integral truth of Catholic faith, and therefore he can no longer be considered a Catholic theologian nor function as such in a teaching role.”

The CDF cited his opinions on the doctrine of infallibility, expressed in his 1971 book “Infallible? An Inquiry,” as one of the reasons for the move.

From the 1990s, Küng championed the idea of a “global ethic,” emphasizing common ethical values in the world’s major religions.

Leading tributes to the theologian on April 6, Bishop Georg Bätzing, president of the German bishops’ conference, said: “With the death of Prof. Dr. Hans Küng, theological scholarship loses a renowned and controversial researcher.”

“In his work as a priest and scholar, Hans Küng was concerned to make the message of the Gospel understandable and to give it a place in the lives of the faithful.”

 “I am thinking in particular of his efforts with regard to a living ecumenism, his commitment to interreligious and intercultural dialogue, and the Global Ethic Foundation he founded, with its important research and projects on peace, justice, and the integrity of creation.”

He continued: “Hans Küng never failed to stand up for his convictions. Even if there were tensions and conflicts in this regard, I thank him expressly in this hour of farewell for his many years of commitment as a Catholic theologian in communicating the Gospel.”

“The dialogue of religions in the effort for a global ethic was of great concern to him. Hans Küng was deeply influenced by the Second Vatican Council, whose theological reception he endeavored to achieve.”

Küng was born on March 19, 1928, in Sursee, in the Canton of Lucerne, Switzerland. After studying philosophy and theology at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, he was ordained in 1954.

Reflecting on his life in a 2002 book, Küng said that after the 1979 Vatican ruling he remained “a Catholic priest in good standing.”

“I affirm the papacy for the Catholic Church, but at the same time indefatigably call for a radical reform of it in accordance with the criterion of the Gospel,” he wrote in “The Catholic Church: A Short History.”
In his tribute, Bätzing recalled a landmark meeting between Küng and Pope Benedict XVI in September 2005. The two men were colleagues at the University of Tübingen in the latter half of the 1960s, but reputedly fell out over their theological differences.

Küng described the audience, which lasted several hours, as a “very constructive and even a friendly conversation.” But he continued to criticize Benedict XVI’s theological vision, claiming in a 2012 interview that the German pope had “a medieval idea of the papacy.”

Concluding his statement, Bätzing said: “Hans Küng leaves behind a rich theological legacy. We mourn a figure who may now find his peace in the hand of God.”
Bishop Georg Bätzing is one of the most liberal German prelates and is engineering a German schism. 

In my 2021 Compendium on New Age Medications and Meditations, I wrote that: “condemned dissident theologian Hans Küng (… labeled Dominus Iesus [2000] as “Vatican megalomania” and … stated that “Vatican II didn't go nearly far enough in causing a break with the Church's past”.)

I also wrote a couple of pages on Fr. Michael Amaladoss SJ: 
Michael Amaladoss SJ is a leader of the heretical, New Age Catholic Ashrams movement:

Ashram Aikiya (AA) is the Federation of Ashrams of Catholic Initiative in India formed in 1978. From the 24-page AA News Letter 45 of Christmas 2004, we read: 
("I am glad to learn that my talk does touch a few hearts… Hope it will keep the ashram people open. Otherwise they may get lost in structures" [the structures of organized religion].
Fr. Amaladoss is a theologian who has denied the existence of devils and received regular coverage for his erroneous views in The New Leader writes. His contribution to Vandana Mataji’s Shabda Shakti Sangam (read chapter 50) at the time when he was Assistant in Rome to the Jesuit Superior-General is 'My walking together with Hindus' in which he relates the influences on his life of leading ashram figures Fr. Ignatius Hirudayam SJ, Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB, Fr. Henri Le Saux who became Swami Abhishiktananda, Jyoti Sahi and Fr. Raimundo Panikkar (all in chapter 50). He was a frequent visitor to Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam.

DB says that Fr. Michael Amaladoss “is one of the best known Indian theologians at the international level.” What is his theology? Whatever it is, it’s not Catholic or even Christian.

(To the question, “what are the lessons life has taught you?” his reply is: "Almost a Buddhist sense of accepting life in its flow… an experience of the relativity of everything: there is only one Absolute that pervades everything." Jivan, July 2000, page 30

("Jesus’ saving us from sin consists in showing us how to turn away from sin." 

‘Jesus and Sin’, The New Leader, August 1-15, 2003.   
(In the ‘Theology and Life’ column in the Jesuit-run The New Leader, September 1-15, 2000, one of his numerous articles titled ‘Spirits and Ancestors’ was published. Some extracts:

"Death is not the end of human beings. They continue to live in a different way… It is not helpful to imagine them in bizarre ways when we do not know how they are! That is why it is more helpful to think of them as ancestors, people who have gone before us, but who are related to us… (At the time of death they) do not simply disappear. They are somehow with us, interested in how we are and what we are doing. They want to guide and protect us in some way. They communicate with us through dreams… They do not disappear to some far away place. The idea that our ancestors do not simply disappear, but are near their loved ones need not shock us. We can take it for granted… Some spirits are more threatening. If we have seen people who are possessed, they are often possessed by people who are dead. People who die an untimely death through accident or disease are said to be wandering around the place of their death and possess people who pass that way… Once dead, they do not look at life and at other people in the same way as they did when they were alive… A popular exorcist… said that he had no reason to believe that any spirits were involved… “How many of us pray to a parent… or even to a child who is alive… I know some people who do."
Fr. Amaladoss believes that there are no spirits, only 'ancestors'. But the Bible (Hebrews 9:27) and the Catechism teach clearly that people who are dead do not wander around and cannot possess anybody. They teach that there ARE spirits. There is no such thing as "an untimely death". And Christians certainly DO NOT pray TO the living on earth.

(In an earlier issue, The New Leader, August 1-15, 2000, asking us ‘Do devils exist?’ he opines:

"Is it not strange that a loving God (may have) created… a category of beings to whom repentance and forgiveness do not seem to be available? … It is (the) conflict between a loving God and devils who remain evil and unforgiven forever that makes me wonder whether devils are simply playing a role in our own worldview. We should not then rush to conclusions about their existence… Humans are given a chance to repent and be saved but devils do not seem to have such a chance. The Bible seems to indicate that God almost ‘needs’ such evil spirits…

Why is God condemning a group of God’s creatures, namely the devils, to hell fire forever without any hope of redemption? Does not this fact tarnish somehow the image of a loving God? I wonder whether devils are necessary projections of our concerns… The devils are objects on which we can project all the evil … in ourselves… Do we not … hurt the image of God as loving and good, if God needs unredeemed spirits to ‘run’ the universe and eventually hell as the place for punishment? Perhaps we need to explore other answers."
Amaladoss believes that the Bible teaches that God created devils and that he seemed to have a 'need' to 'create' them into existence. He teaches that devils are 'objects', a figment of our own imaginations and concerns. If there are no evil 'spirits', obviously there can be no devils. Like many other liberal theologians he projects the love and mercy of God to the exclusion of his righteousness and justice and our inevitable judgement by a holy God. Responding to Fr. Amaladoss’ article, two readers wrote in The New Leader, September 1-15, Letters to the Editor:

‘Christians believe that devils exist because it is taught by Scripture and formulated as dogma by the Church.’ -H. R. T. Roberts

‘(The article by Fr. Amaladoss) proves to what extent Satan has succeeded on making even theologians of such repute doubt, or even deny, his existence.’ -Sr. M. Johanna, Goa

(“Are we spirits?”, his sequel to the first article in The New Leader, October 1-15, 2000,  is nothing less than a manifesto on the paranormal, the occult, holistic health and New Age Alternative Medicine. An excerpt:

"Reiki and Pranic Healing speak about energy fields that surround our bodies… Sickness and health are reflected in these energy fields, and one can act on and heal the body through them. This seems possible even at a distance. Our ancient yogis mapped such energy fields also, in relation to our human bodies. Contemporary science and medicine are quite materialistic. They are not bothered about energy fields because they are normally not visible and they cannot be measured in the usual way. Their point of view is limited and need not be accepted as the whole truth. Some religious leaders, especially the charismatics, say that such healing practices are superstitious. They themselves deal with many para-normal phenomena but claiming what they do is right and what others do is wrong. Such narrow judgements can be ignored. In Reiki or in charismatic phenomena it is significant that the energy, in order to heal, must be directed by someone. There is an element of human will here which transcends physical or energy forces." 

He criticizes "some religious leaders, especially the charismatics who say that such healing practices are superstitious … Such narrow judgements can be ignored."
Amaladoss expresses his belief in "many paranormal phenomena like Extra-Sensory Perception, Clairvoyance, Mind-reading, Telepathy… etc." 

"Such powers can be used by people consciously or unconsciously to do good or evil. In Vipassana meditation for instance, people are asked to send good vibrations to others and to the world. In the same way evil vibrations can be sent too.’  In the same way, evil vibrations can be sent too… I think that the phenomenon of the so-called ‘evil-eye’ belongs to this order…" 
In solidarity with the basic premises of the 'New Science' and New Age Alternative Therapies, Fr. Amaladoss denies the reality of the 'spirit' and of spirits, and asserts that "the 'spirits' in phenomena of possession are 'thought forms' constructed by the mind…" 

(Amaladoss was involved in the formation of the now-abrogated Hinduised Indian Rite Mass*, promotes Carnatic music and composes songs for Bharatanatyam dance. An extract:
"…I also got involved with Fr. D.S. Amalorpavadass’ work at the National Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical Centre (NBCLC) (read chapter 50) in Bangalore. I used to lecture in the many courses there regularly, till I moved to Delhi. I was present at all the major research seminars tackling the problems of the Indian Church and Indian theology like the one on the Inspiration of Non-Christian Scriptures, the Ministries, the Indian Church in the Struggle for a New Society, etc. I was involved with the group that prepared the "Indian Rite" for the Eucharist…"
Source: "Faith meets faith". Living with cross-cultural experiences - Interview with Michael Amaladoss SJ www.franziskanerinnenheute.de/Mission/Interview_Amaladoss_mwi.doc.

*THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS? – MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
*THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED – MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc 
(Amaladoss along with other theologians slammed the landmark Vatican document Dominus Iesus on the unicity of Jesus in his article "Stop judging, that you will not be judged".
Source: Jeevadhara: A Journal of Christian Interpretation, Vol. XXXI, No. 83, May 2001.

(Amaladoss promotes the cause of the ordination of women. Arguing that "Jesus is the only priest", The New Leader of February 1-15, 2010, in his article "The ministerial priest" in The New Leader of March 1-15, 2010 he concludes with "This needs to be rethought."  By "this" he means the traditional role of the cultic priesthood in the Catholic Church.

(Amaladoss is a favourite subject of the leftwing National Catholic Reporter’s (NCR) contents, especially in the realm of interreligious dialogue. 

An example: http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp071603.htm, July 16, 2003, by Fr. Francis Gonsalves SJ, whose warped “theology” is identical to that of Amaladoss’. Like Amaladoss, he too is a purveyor of New Age: Meditating and Medicating on the Margins. Read http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp090303.htm, September 3, 2003:

"Catholic priest Swami Devaprasad … harmonizes hatha yoga with Christianity"; "Fr. Peter D'Souza conducts Vipassana courses"; "Medical Mission Sr. Ruth Manianchira heals hundreds through reiki. Fr. Joe Pereira of Mumbai cures alcoholics and drug addicts through yoga, while in South India, Jesuit priests Ama Samy and Sebastian Painadath run Zen courses and Bhagavad Gita retreats, respectively, with rousing response." 

INDIAN JESUIT THEOLOGIAN FR MICHAEL AMALADOSS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY ROME 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_JESUIT_THEOLOGIAN_FR_MICHAEL_AMALADOSS_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_BY_ROME.doc
