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FEBRUARY 4, 2017
Is L’Osservatore Romano a reliable Catholic news source?
Is it the voice of the Vatican? Does it speak for the Church?
L'Osservatore Romano is the Vatican's quasi-official newspaper
We commence with the Harry Potter saga. There was a favourable review of one of the films in the series in 2009 and again in 2011. Vatican Chief Exorcist Fr. Gabriele Amorth had described Harry Potter as “Satanic” http://catholicism.org/vatican-chief-exorcist-calls-yoga-and-harry-potter-satanic.html. 
Vatican Paper Heaps Praise on Harry Potter Film 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-paper-heaps-praise-on-harry-potter-film
By Hilary White, Rome, July 14, 2009 
L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican's quasi-official newspaper, has heaped praise on the latest film adaptation of the Harry Potter series of children's books, criticised previously as spiritually dangerous by Pope Benedict XVI prior to his elevation to the pontificate. 
The review called the film, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince," the "most successful of the series" thus far. 

In his review in yesterday's Italian edition of the paper, Gaetano Vallini praised the film for promoting "friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving" and said that the kind of magic portrayed in the film is the same as magic in fairy tales. 

The new film and the books make clear, he said, "the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first."  "This is particularly true in the latest film. They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice," Vallini continued.

L'Osservatore Romano's praise for Harry Potter has been widely reported in the mainstream media in English, French, Italian, Spanish and Polish language sources. Making no distinction between official approval by an office of the Vatican and a newspaper movie review, The Daily Telegraph ran the headline, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince praised by Vatican," and commented, "The Catholic Church has heaped praise on the latest Harry Potter film after previously accusing the books of promoting witchcraft and the occult." 

The Telegraph was only one among the many mainstream news sources to observe the unusual praise for Harry Potter by the Vatican's quasi-official newspaper. The Daily Mail ran the headline, "Vatican U-turn as it gives new Harry Potter film its seal of approval." Some reports noted the stark contrast between this week's Vallini review with comments on Harry Potter made in L'Osservatore Romano last year when the paper condemned the books for encouraging an interest in the occult among children. 

In January 2008, Edoardo Rialti wrote in L'Osservatore Romano that despite "superficially apparent common points" with such fantasy children's classics as the Lord of the Rings and the Narnia series, Harry Potter presents a "wrong model" for a hero. He referred to the "half truths" the books present on moral issues in which "the moral and spiritual structures are inverted or confused, a world in which evil is good."

"Despite the values that we come across in the narration, at the base of this story, witchcraft is proposed as a positive ideal," Rialti wrote. The film's negative characterisation of ordinary people as "Muggles" who "know nothing other than bad and wicked things is a truly diabolical attitude." 

The Vallini review appears to contrast too with the expressed opinion of Pope Benedict XIV on the danger to young people the books represent. In a 2003 letter, then-Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, wrote that the books presented "subtle seductions" that can "deeply distort Christianity" in children.

Cardinal Ratzinger was responding to the work of German journalist and religious writer Gabriele Kuby who had just published her 2003 book, "Harry Potter - Good or evil?"  

In a letter to Kuby dated March 7, 2003 Cardinal Ratzinger wrote, "It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly."
Advocates of the Catholic teachings on life and family, particularly as they pertain to the public sphere, are becoming increasingly dismayed by the shift in editorial tenor of the Vatican paper. 

In comments in late June on another article appearing in L'Osservatore Romano on the occasion of the death of American pop star Michael Jackson, US Catholic commentator Deal Hudson wrote that the paper is undergoing a "downward spiral" under its recently appointed editor-in-chief Giovanni Maria Vian. 
Hudson has been a vocal critic of the paper's glowing coverage of Barack Obama, presenting the virulently pro-abortion president as acceptable to Catholics. 

Also commenting on the Jackson article, American canonist and canon law professor Edward N. Peters, wrote that such anomalies as these in the paper's recent articles and editorials are a result of L'Osservatore Romano having "decided to become relevant. God help us."

Peters, a lecturer at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit and consultant on canonical issues in the US, wrote the Michael Jackson piece left "little sense that much of Jackson's work was sexually exploitative, at times quasi-obscene. If the Vatican wants a newspaper to provide a Catholic perspective on the world, fine. Item Number One on the to-do list, though, should be to find Catholics who can write and edit such a paper coherently. Anyone can lurch from gaff to gaff." 

Vatican newspaper says Harry Potter film champions values

http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1102767.htm 

By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service, Vatican City, July 12, 2011 

The last battle of the almost-grownup Harry Potter may be too scary for young viewers, but it champions the values of friendship and sacrifice, the Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano said.

"The atmosphere of the last few episodes, which had become increasingly dark and ominous, reaches its pinnacle," said one of two reviews of "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2" printed July 12 in the Vatican newspaper. The darkness "may disturb younger audiences," said reviewer Gaetano Vallini.

"Death, which was a rare occurrence (in the previous Harry Potter films) is the protagonist here," which is another reason the film may not be appropriate for everyone, he said.
"As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted. In a unique and long story of formation, through painful passages of dealing with death and loss, the hero and his companions mature from the lightheartedness of infancy to the complex reality of adulthood," he said.
Young people introduced to Harry Potter through the seven books by J.K. Rowling and the films based on them have grown with Potter and his friends, Vallini said, "and they certainly have understood that magic is only a narrative pretext useful in the battle against an unrealistic search for immortality."
In the second review, Antonio Carriero reaffirmed one point Vatican reviewers have made since the Harry Potter books first appeared in Italian: The story captured the imagination of millions of children around the world and got them reading books.

And, he said, the saga championed values that Christians and non-Christians share and provided opportunities for Christian parents to talk to their children about how those values are presented in a special way in the Bible.
Potter's archenemy, Lord Voldemort, "does not represent Satan, as it would be easy to think, but is a man who has made bad choices in his life," Carriero said.
Voldemort has chosen not to love others and sees himself as the center of the universe, he said.
Carriero said Voldemort is like many modern men and women who think they can do without God and without others, they don't believe in heaven, and yet they are the most frightened of dying.
"Eternal life is reached through death, not without it. And Harry Potter, although he never declared himself a Christian, calls on the dark magician to mend his ways, repent for what he has done and recognize the primacy of love over everything so he will not be damned for eternity," he wrote.
The "Deathly Hallows" demonstrates that "from the pure of heart like the young Harry, ready to die for his friends," come big lessons, Carriero wrote.
The film also teaches that "it's possible to change the world. It is Harry, with his inseparable friends, who demonstrates that it is possible to vanquish evil and establish peace. Power, success and an easy life do not bring the truest and deepest joys. For that we need friendship, self-giving, sacrifice and attachment to a truth that is not formed in man's image," the review said.
Harry Potter expert criticizes Vatican newspaper’s glowing review of Deathly Hallows 2

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-expert-criticizes-vatican-newspapers-glowing-review-of-deathly 

By John-Henry Westen, Vatican City, July 18, 2011 
“The positive review of the latest Harry Potter film in L’Osservatore Romano is symptomatic of serious problems in the condition of many modern Catholics,” Michael D. O’Brien, author of “Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture,” told LifeSiteNews last week. 

In its review, the Vatican newspaper had called the film an “epic,” a “saga of unequalled planetary success,” and “another blockbuster.” The review is being reported by other Catholic services such as Catholic News Service and Canada’s Catholic Register, among many others - minus the balance of concerns that have been expressed about the Potter series by Christian critics.
While prior to becoming pope, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger had expressed concern over the Potter books, the unsigned review in the Vatican newspaper* says of the new film: “As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted.”
O’Brien argues that the Vatican newspaper’s review springs from a “habit of making a split between faith and culture, and most strangely by straining to praise fundamentally disordered cultural material.”

The L’Osservatore Romano review, said O’Brien, begs the questions “Who is behind the editorial policies at the Vatican’s newspaper? Why would they posit as good a tale about a violent, morally confused sorcerer as a Christ-figure? Why, moreover, have they simply ignored Pope Benedict’s critical insight into the Potter series?”

In two letters first translated and published online by LifeSiteNews.com, Cardinal Ratzinger wrote to a German writer of a book critically analyzing the Potter series. “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” he wrote.

However, praise for the latest Potter film also came from the National Catholic Register which characterized it as “something approaching greatness.”

Cardinal Ratzinger’s was not the only Vatican voice to express grave concern over Potter.  The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Rev. Gabriele Amorth, has repeatedly condemned the Harry Potter novels.  In 2006 he said, “You start off with Harry Potter, who comes across as a likeable wizard, but you end up with the Devil … By reading Harry Potter a young child will be drawn into magic and from there it is a simple step to Satanism and the Devil.”

O’Brien, regarded around the world as an expert on children’s fantasy literature, explained the tendency for confusion. “All too often, when cultural material arrives in intense pleasure-inducing forms, and contains some positive ‘values’ mixed with highly toxic messages in its role modeling and its anti-values, we are easily seduced. To believe that the Potter message is about fighting evil is superficial. On practically every page of the series, and in its spin-off films, evil is presented as ‘bad’, and yet the evil means by which the evil is resisted are presented as good.”

O’Brien warns, “As charming as Harry may be (and in the films he is much more charming due to the persona of the actor who plays the role), he is a type or metaphor of Antichrist, mutating Christian symbols and then absorbing them into a more dangerous worldview — moral relativism saturated in the symbology of evil and various manifestations of the occult.”

“In the novels,” says O’Brien, “Harry is called ‘the Chosen One.’ He chooses to rise from the dead. He defeats evil with the instruments and gnostic powers of sorcery, wielding the ultimate instrument with which he saves the world because he has become ‘Master over Death.’ At the climax of the seven-volume Potter epic, having saved the world from evil, the resurrected Harry is treated with reverent awe, various characters pressing forward to touch him, ‘their leader and symbol, their saviour and their guide.’”
*The review has apparently been pulled. –Michael
In 2008, the very same newspaper had condemned the very same Harry potter:
Harry Potter a 'wrong kind of hero': Vatican 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/vatican-slams-harry-potter-as-wrong-kind-of-hero/articleshow/2704462.cms 

January 16, 2008
The Vatican City has slammed J K Rowling's Harry Potter as "the wrong kind of hero" who poses a danger to children across the world. In a damning article, the Vatican's official newspaper 'L'Osservatore Romano' has condemned the popular teenage boy wizard for promoting witchcraft and occult -- the Church's latest view on the Potter series. 
Under the headline 'The Double Face of Harry Potter', the article by an expert in English literature says: "Despite the values that we come across in the narration, at the base of this story, witchcraft is proposed as a positive ideal. The violent manipulation of things and people comes thanks to knowledge of the occult. The ends justify the means because the knowledgeable, the chosen ones, the intellectuals know how to control the dark powers and turn them into good." 

This a grave and deep lie, because it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with a secret knowledge. The characterisation of common men who do not know magic as 'muggles' who know nothing other than bad and wicked things is a truly diabolical attitude." The writer, Professor Edoardo Rialti of Florence University, has also tried to establish a parallel between the "fantasy masterpieces" -- CS Lewis's 'Chronicles of Narnia' and JRR Tolkien's 'The Lord of the Rings' -- with Potter, according to The Daily Telegraph. 

He argues that other than "superficially apparent common points", there's nothing similar between the books. While the works of Tolkien and Lewis show "a transcendence and the beauty of the infinite," he claims Harry Potter books have an "inverted and confused spirituality: A world where bad is good" and that they are characterised by a "vague, new-age philosophy". While the works of Tolkien and Lewis show "a transcendence and the beauty of the infinite", he claims Harry Potter books have an "inverted and confused spirituality: A world where bad is good" and that they are characterised by a "vague, new-age philosophy". 
A spokesman for JK Rowling has, however, declined to comment. 
But in 2009, with the new editor Giovanni Maria Vian…
Thumbs up for new Potter film: L’Osservatore 
http://www.phatmass.com/phorum/topic/96266-vatican-newspaper-gives-thumbs-up-to-new-potter-film/  

July 15, 2009

The Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano gave the new Harry Potter movie four stars for promoting “friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving”, a break from the Holy See officials’ previous reservation that the books promote witchcraft.
The newspaper downplayed concerns that the film and book series by J.K. Rowling promote magic and witchcraft, Catholic News Service reported.

“Certainly, Rowling’s vision lacks a reference to transcendence, to a providential design in which people live their personal histories and history itself takes shape,” the paper said in its July 14 edition.

But, it said, the new film and the books make clear “the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first.”

“This is particularly true in the latest film,” the review said. “They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice.”

When the book is finished or the film credits roll, what is remembered are “the values of friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving” rather than the magic tricks, the newspaper said.

The Vatican newspaper even approves of the film’s treatment of adolescent love, the Associated Press reported, saying it achieves the “correct balance” and makes the stars more credible to the general audience.

The Vatican reviewer also was pleased that what it calls “the spastic search for immortality” epitomized by the evil sorcerer Voldemort is stigmatized.

Source 
Vatican newspaper praises values in new Harry Potter film (Catholic News Service)

Vatican gives Harry Potter film thumbs up (news.com.au)

Vatican newspaper praises new Harry Potter film (WNCT, AP)
Vatican Newspaper Praises New Potter Film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2843 

By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2009
A surprisingly positive review of the latest Harry Potter film in L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican’s newspaper, is causing yet another round of controversy for the paper’s embattled new editor.

In his review in Monday’s Italian edition of the paper, Gaetano Vallini praised the latest Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, calling it the “most successful of the series” thus far.

Vallini said the story promoted “friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving” and equated the magic portrayed in the film as the same as the kind found in fairy tales.

He claimed the new film made clear “the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first. . .  This is particularly true in the latest film. They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice.”

To his credit, Vallini did criticize the new film’s constant references to “new age spirituality.” He also said author J.K. Rowling’s work “lacks a reference to the transcendent, to a providential design in which men live their personal stories and the story takes shape. Thus it is true that, in the classic mechanism of fables, the protagonist finds himself amidst experiences in which magic is almost always an instrument in the hands of evil.”

However, Vallini’s review is a sharp contradiction from earlier statements in the paper, such as the January, 2008 article by Edoardo Rialti calling Harry Potter the wrong kind of hero who “transmits a vision of the world and the human being full of deep mistakes and dangerous seductions…”

Rialti concluded his article with a condemnation of the use of magic in the Potter series, and quoted Cardinal Ratzinger who once praised a German journalist for speaking out about the dangers of Harry Potter. “It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter,” Cardinal Ratzinger told Gabriele Kuby, “because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly’.”

The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, also spoke out about Potter in 2006, condemning the series as downright evil. “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil,” Fr. Amorth said.

However, Vallini’s startling review is just the latest in a series of gaffs by the new editor of L’Osservatore Romano, Giovanni Maria Vian, who many say is trying to make the paper more relevant. It has provided glowing coverage of the most pro-abortion president in the history of the U.S. and recently heaped praise on the pop star Michael Jackson whose music and controversial lifestyle is not known for its embrace of traditional moral values.

According to LifeSiteNews.com, American canonist and canon law professor Edward N. Peters, commenting on the Jackson coverage, wrote that such anomalies as these in the paper’s recent articles and editorials are a result of L’Osservatore Romano having “decided to become relevant. God help us.”

“If the Vatican wants a newspaper to provide a Catholic perspective on the world, fine. Item Number One on the to-do list, though, should be to find Catholics who can write and edit such a paper coherently. Anyone can lurch from gaff to gaff.” 
L’Osservatore Romano: Two Thumbs Up to Harry Potter
http://www.traditioninaction.org/Cultural/D029_Potter.htm 
By Margaret C. Galitzin, 2011
Two years after its sensational praise of the sixth Harry Potter film, now in its July 13, 2011 issue, L’Osservatore Romano (OR) gave a shocking ‘double thumbs up’ to the last movie of that series: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. 
It ran a short piece by Gaetano Vallini titled “Harry Potter's Last Battle,” assuring its readers that the eighth and last movie of the Rowling saga is “an epic finale” that clarifies good and evil. The same issue featured a second and larger article titled “Friendship and Sacrifice,” which declared the Harry Potter series is a “parable of the post-modern man.” 

In the news reports I read, excerpts from the two articles were either mixed together indiscriminately or presented as one piece. Since I believe it is important to know exactly what was said so we can judge accordingly, let me look briefly at each article.
“Harry Potter's last battle” 

OR journalist Vallini deems that the young students of Hogwarts have grown up and the sorcery they learned is now serving a good purpose, “fighting against the evil of the dark master and to save the world from his plans.” It is hard to believe that the Vatican newspaper would instruct the Catholic public that there are good sorcerers fighting against bad sorcerers. It is a complete disregard of Church teaching, which strongly states that all sorcery is evil, not to be dabbled with.

Vallini shortly recapitulates the film saga, with compliments to the fidelity of the screenplay to the novels. The only criticism he makes is that the preceding film was too drawn out and tedious. The lone feeble word of caution regards violence. 
The main appraisal of the film’s content is that the cards are on the table now in the struggle between good and evil. The values of friendship and sacrifice are stressed. In a “unique and long story of formation,” the hero and his companions “mature from the lightheartedness of childhood to the complex reality of adulthood.” 
Vallini concludes that Harry Potter, Ron and Hermione have grown up: “They have certainly realized that magic is only a narrative pretext, a tool in the fight against an unrealistic quest for immortality.” The spells are finished for the actors and audience, according to the Vatican journalist. His last words express a “hope for a sequel.” 

“Friendship and Sacrifice” 
The second article in that same OR issue is by Antonio Carreiro. He could hardly be more lavish in its praise. He is enthralled with the multitude of Potter fans, with the $6 billion profit the film series has reaped, and with the last and final film. “A phenomenon that knows no equal when we consider it in its entirety,” he asserts. 
He presents an ecumenical Potter who “fascinates, transmitting to children and adults ideals shared by non-believers and those who have had occasion to speak of the Gospel to the little ones.”

In his task of rinsing Potter, Carreiro justifies him as a “parable of post-modern man.” Lord Voldemort, also, “does not represent Satan.” He is just a man who “made the wrong choices, preferred evil to good, has not bothered to understand that love is a power that goes beyond himself. His resemblance to a serpent is a good metaphor to say that anyone who does not love a person is not truly human.” 
Thus, according to the OR article, it is not necessary to be Catholic to be good. Potter, the good wizard – “although he never declared himself Christian” – invites the bad wizard “to re-analyze his life, to repent, and to recognize the primacy of love over everything in order not to be eternally damned.” To be saved, according to this new gospel of Harry Potter, it is enough to love another human being. The mortal sin of Voldemort is his individualism and failure to love man, not God. 
This is the strange message of Carreiro article in L’Osservatore Romano, certainly at variance with Church teaching. 

A confusing Vatican flip flop 
I personally know several young Catholics who casually said they played with an ouija board at a Harry Potter party. Other games involved casting spells and throwing curses. These youth were surprised when I told them the Church forbids this type of games, which in fact is playing at black magic.

Up until 2008, I could tell those youth the Vatican disapproved of the Potter magic. Indeed, in an article titled “The Double Face of Harry Potter” (L’Osservatore Romano, January 15, 2008), Edoardo Rialti condemned it precisely because it extended an invitation to the occult and magic. 
His arguments, briefly stated, are these:
(There are only seemingly Christian values in the story, because at base it proposes witchcraft as a positive ideal; 

(It presents a universe where evil is good; 

(The wizards, the heroes, violently manipulate people and things thanks to their knowledge of the occult; it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with secret knowledge; 

(The young wizards have a disdain for ‘normal’ men (Muggles) who do not know magic. 

(There are many dangerous half-truths in this story, which raise up Harry Potter as “the wrong and malicious kind of hero.”

It seems to me that this critique, objective in 2008, remains true today. In fact, it could be said that now it is more timely and compelling in face of the growing interest of youth in the occult and magic. Neo-paganism claims to be the fastest-growing religion in North America – especially among young people – with the Internet being the prime means of proselytizing. 
So, what happened with L’Osservatore Romano? Why did it change its stance on the Harry Potter series? How can what was bad suddenly become good? I don’t know the whole answer, but this change certainly gives me the impression of a fluctuating concept of evil and, consequently, a new concept of morals. 
One can only wonder whether, by giving this contradictory orientation, the Vatican is not helping to destroy Church Morals.
Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano praises Potter film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8621
By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2011
Contrary to earlier reviews in which Harry Potter was called the wrong image of a hero,” a review of the latest Harry Potter film in the Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano says that while the movie may be too scary for young viewers, the story champions the values of friendship and sacrifice. 

The Catholic News Service is reporting that in a review written for L’Osservatore Romano about tonight’s premiere of the film, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2, Gaetano Vallini said that while the movie is dark enough to disturb younger audiences, the story line presents evil in the proper context. 

“As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted. In a unique and long story of formation, through painful passages of dealing with death and loss, the hero and his companions mature from the lightheartedness of infancy to the complex reality of adulthood,” he said.

Vallini says that young people have grown up with Potter through reading the seven books in the series “and they certainly have understood that magic is only a narrative pretext useful in the battle against an unrealistic search for immortality.”

In a second review appearing in the same issue, Antonio Carriero said the saga championed Christian values, such as how Potter’s archenemy, Lord Voldemort, chooses not to love others and sees himself as the center of the universe.

Rather than being a figure of the devil, Carriero said Voldemort is like many modern men and women who think they can do without God and without others, who say they don’t believe in heaven and yet are the most afraid of dying.

“Eternal life is reached through death, not without it,” Carriero writes. “And Harry Potter, although he never declared himself a Christian, calls on the dark magician to mend his ways, repent for what he has done and recognize the primacy of love over everything so he will not be damned for eternity.”

This review is in stark contrast to one that appeared in the same paper in 2008 in which Edoardo Rialti said that despite the seemingly Christian values that can be found in the story, “at the foundations of this tale is the proposal that of witchcraft as positive, the violent manipulation of things and people thanks to the knowledge of the occult, an advantage of a select few: the ends justify the means because the knowledgeable, the chosen ones, the intellectuals know how to control the dark powers and turn them into good.”

He adds, “This is a grave and deep lie, because it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with a secret knowledge.”

Even though Harry is presented as being rich in Christian values, he is very unlike the characters found in Christian fantasy classics such as those written by J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. ” . . . (T)he main characters of the great fables never become magicians, and the seductive power of magic has always had grave and destructive consequences: the stories of Tolkien and Lewis describe the rejection of magic and power, not of a certain magic and a certain power, but of power and magic as such.”

Therefore, Rialti argues, “There is nothing more antithetical to Harry Potter than Tolkien’s young Frodo or Lewis’ Pevensie siblings.”

Tolkien and Lewis portray “the extraordinary discovery of true Christianity, for which the main character of history is not an exceptional human being, like in the ancient paganism or in today’s ideologies, but a person who says yes to the initiatives of God’s mysteries.”

Instead, “Harry Potter shows a pale disregard for the ‘muggles’, the common human beings who do not have magic,” Rialti points out.

In Rowling’s stories “we are told that, at the end, some things are not bad in themselves, if used for a good purpose: violence becomes good, if in the right hands and [used by] the right people, and maybe in the right dose.”

Thus, “Harry Potter proposes a wrong and malicious image of the hero, an unreligious one, which is even worst that an explicitly anti-religious proposition.” In the Bible, the Devil “never says ‘there is no God’, but presents instead the seductive proposition: ‘you will be like God’.”

Rialti also points out that then-Cardinal Ratzinger’s criticism of Potter, as expressed to German journalist Gabriele Kuby, remains more relevant than ever. In correspondence to Kuby, Cardinal Ratzinger said: “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.”
Michael O’Brien, the Catholic world’s leading authority on Harry Potter condemned L’Osservatore Romano:
Potter expert criticizes positive review of film in Vatican newspaper
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8644
By Susan Brinkmann, July 19, 2011

Michael D. O’Brien, one of the world’s foremost experts on Harry Potter, says the positive review of the latest Potter film published in last week’s L’Osservatore Romano ignored the Pope’s opinion of the series and raises questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the paper. 

LifeSiteNews.com is reporting that O’Brien, author of Harry Potter and the Paganization of the Culture, said the latest review appearing in the Vatican’s newspaper, which praised Potter as championing the values of friendship and sacrifice, “is symptomatic of serious problems in the condition of many modern Catholics, he said. 
This is why, when cultural material that contains a highly toxic message such as Potter is wrapped in some positive “values”, the public is so easily seduced into thinking it’s good. “To believe that the Potter message is about fighting evil is superficial. On practically every page of the series, and in its spin-off films, evil is presented as ‘bad’, and yet the evil means by which the evil is resisted are presented as good,” O’Brien says.

He goes on to warn that although Potter is presented as charming, his character is a metaphor of the Antichrist. 

“In the novels, Harry is called ‘the Chosen One.’ He chooses to rise from the dead. He defeats evil with the instruments and gnostic powers of sorcery, wielding the ultimate instrument with which he saves the world because he has become ‘Master over Death.’ At the climax of the seven-volume Potter epic, having saved the world from evil, the resurrected Harry is treated with reverent awe, various characters pressing forward to touch him, ‘their leader and symbol, their saviour and their guide.’”

The fact that the Vatican newspaper would publish a glowing review of such a film does not seem to have surprised O’Brien, who says the paper has “a habit of making a split between faith and culture, and most strangely by straining to praise fundamentally disordered cultural material.”

He also questioned why the article ignored Pope Benedict’s critical insight into the Potter series. In 2003, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger praised a German author named Gabriele Kuby for exposing the hidden evil in the saga. “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” Ratzinger wrote at the time.

Publishing an article that directly contradicts statements from the Pope raises serious questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the Vatican newspaper, O’Brien said.

“Why would they posit as good a tale about a violent, morally confused sorcerer as a Christ-figure?”

To express concern to the editors of L’Osservatore Romano, contact them at: 

Vatican newspaper
Editorial office
Telephone: + 39 06 698 83461/84442
Fax: + 39 06 698 83675
e-mail: segretaria@ossrom.va
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" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs




Giovanni Maria Vian
This was another movie-related issue (2009):
Vatican newspaper pays tribute to 1969 hippie film Easy Rider, takes swipe at Hays Code which promoted wholesomeness in movies between 1930 and 1968-- as “hypocritical and anachronistic.”

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=2526
April 3, 2009

Calling its soundtrack “the musical manifesto of the hippie generation,” L’Osservatore Romano is commemorating the 40th anniversary of the film Easy Rider. 
In one article, Giuseppe Fiorentino and Gaetano Vallini discuss the movie’s songs, including Bob Dylan’s “It's Alright, Ma (I'm Only Bleeding),” Steppenwolf’s “Born to be Wild,” and Jimmi Hendrix’s “If 6 Was 9.” 
In a second article, Emilio Ranzato analyzes the movie’s significance and cultural context, and in doing so takes a swipe at the Hays Code-- which promoted wholesomeness in movies between 1930 and 1968-- as “hypocritical and anachronistic.”
Giovanni Maria Vian (born March 10, 1952) is an Italian professor of patristic philology and a journalist. Vian was born in Rome. He has been the editor-in-chief of L'Osservatore Romano since 2007.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giovanni_Maria_Vian 
L’Osservatore Romano’s Michael Jackson saga (2009-2010):

Michael Jackson, omagiat de ortodocşi şi catolici
http://catacombeleortodoxiei.ro/index.php/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=254:stiri-nr-69&catid=133:cuprins EXTRACT
July 2009
În această horă de închinare idolatră s-au prins şi diferiţi reprezentanţi ai presei creştine. Publicaţia oficială a Vaticanului, L’Osservatore Romano, l-a omagiat pe Michael Jackson dincolo de limitele bunului simţ. La doar o zi de la moartea artistului, săptămânalul a publicat un articol amplu pe prima pagină, intitulat ,,Însă va muri el cu adevărat?” în care s-a străduit din răsputeri să-i creioneze o imagine pozitivă şi să-i justifice toate devierile comportamentale.
Michael Jackson Profiled in the Vatican Newspaper 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=6347&Itemid=80
By Deal W. Hudson 
The saga, or should I say downward spiral, of the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, continues in the most bizarre way -- a tribute to Michael Jackson. When I read what the editor, Giovanni Maria Vian, had published about Jackson, I was too dumbfounded to know what to say about it. Thus, I am delighted that Ed Peters, a well-known canonist, has written what I wish I had had the presence of mind to say in the face of the preposterous.
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“Thriller”
The Vatican Recommends Michael Jackson
http://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/c010ht_VaticanRock.htm 

La Tercera, Santiago, Chile, February 13, 2010 
From time to time the Vatican gives its opinion through its newspaper L’Osservatore Romano about what is happening in society and culture. For this reason, it is not surprising that the paper would express the Top Ten rock and pop albums of all times, according to the judgment of the Holy See. These could also be called the Vatican’s Ten Commandments for good listening. 
Yesterday, L’Osservatore Romano, the Holy See’s daily, published its selections for the parade of pop rock, which includes the album “Thriller” by Michael Jackson, “The Dark Side of the Moon” by Pink Floyd, and the Beatles’ “Revolver.” L’Osservatore Romano qualified this road guide to good music – which included “Graceland,” the album of Paul Simon and “Supernatural” by Carlos Santana – as ‘half-serious.’ 
The paper calls these rock songs classics to take to a desert island: “If I Could Only Remember My Name” by David Crosby, “Rumors” by Fleetwood Mac, “Nightfly” by Donald Fagen, “Achtung Baby” by U2, and “(What’s The Story) Morning Glory” by The Oasis. 
It is difficult to understand the purpose of L’Osservatore Romano in praising these rock groups, especially if one considers the obvious relation between rock music and the neo-pagan lifestyle that increasingly distances the modern man from Heaven.
In fact, for the modern man, who loves frenzy, the excesses of the world and progress, rock is the musical expression of his state of soul. Rock is the musical composition that comes from a pernicious love for disorder and from exiling Our Lord Jesus Christ from daily life. 
Speaking about rock music in his celebrated work Revolution and Counter-Revolution, Prof. Plinio Correa de Oliveira says this about the ‘rock-and-roll generation’: 
The rock and roll generation - The revolutionary process in souls, as herein described, produced in the most recent generations – and especially in adolescents of our days who hypnotize themselves with rock and roll – a frame of mind characterized by spontaneity in their first reactions, without the control of the intelligence or the effective participation of the will, and by the predominance of fantasy and feelings over the methodical analysis of reality. All this is fruit, in large measure, of a pedagogy that virtually eliminates the role of logic and the true formation of the will. (Part 1, Chapter VII, d) 
How can one comprehend the “apostolate” of rock that the official organ of the Vatican is promoting?
    
The Vatican’s Incomprehensible Praise of Michael Jackson
http://www.traditioninaction.org/religious/m024rpEulogyJackson.html
By Dr. Marian T. Horvat, July 1, 2009
On the “Michael Jackson Is Dead” extravaganza, my friend Jan and I agree on almost every point. We concur that it is a sign of a corrupt and dying civilization when such great homage is paid to a rock star with “androgynous allure” who boasts of sharing his bed with boys.
Michael Jackson is much worse than an eccentric rock star with obscene dance moves and high-pitched singing punctuated with squeals and titters. The 50-year-old artist had metamorphosed into a creature that was neither man nor woman, neither black nor white, neither adult nor child. In truth, he was an artificial product of so many plastic surgeries and drugs that his final physiognomy had nothing to do with his original face. I would say a Frankenstein without the screw in his forehead, a devilish-looking person rather than a man. 
In this self-created being, everything was monstrous and extravagant. Even though there are many serious accusations of child molestations, homosexuality, transgenderism and other moral atrocities, he is still called the greatest. His pharmacy bill was $10,000 a month, house rental $100,000 a month, and he left half a billion in debt. He was the parent - probably not the natural father though - of three pitiable children who lived with him on his Neverland ranch, a playland filled with toys, rides and animals for eternal children. 
He was child with the worst adult vices; a shy, sweet girlish fellow who would transform into an audacious, aggressive dynamo on stage. On one hand, he played childish games, on the other he dabbled in the occult. The contradictions go on and on… A schizophrenic or possessed? Certainly both, Jan and I agreed, but probably more of the latter. 
The pop singer was set to begin a 50-concert series titled This Is It in London on July 13, the anniversary of the day Our Lady appeared for the third time at Fatima and showed the three children Hell. God did not permit it. Close friends report that Jackson had a premonition that he would die soon. Did he, like John Lennon, have a pact with the Devil for fame and fortune? No one can say for sure. What is certain is that Jackson’s quest for eternal youth ended on June 25 at the age of 50. 

The Vatican newspaper hails Jackson 
The outpouring of adoration for Jackson in the secular media has been sickening, but not surprising. What was truly shocking was to see this pop idol receiving a tribute in the official newspaper of the Holy See. "But, will he actually be dead?" asked the headline of the front page article in L'Osservatore Romano the day after Michael Jackson passed away, playing on the Elvis myth that a legendary folk hero does not die. 
Why would a Vatican organ, which should censure pornographic dance and rock music hail the star as a “child prodigy” and a “great dancer,” grande ballerino, and say he would "never die in the imagination of the fans"? (Agence France-Presse, June 27, 2009). Good Catholics who abhor the rock culture that is destroying the morals of youth have no answer to that question. 
There is more. Jackson’s transgenderizing surgeries were called “a process of self-definition that was beyond race.” Perhaps Jackson didn't “simply want to become white,” the article continued, “but to transcend boundaries, even artistic ones, imposed by ethnic identity." We get the appalling idea his “crossover” from black to white is something to be applauded as “original” rather than denounced as unnatural and aberrant.
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The bizarre metamorphosis of Michael Jackson to a creature hardly human in appearance
It also praises his mega-album Thriller. For those who don’t know, the Thriller video is a kind of horror parody of the death and resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. During the video, Jackson transforms into a zombie and dies. He “resurrects” along with his ghoulish disciples presented in different degrees of putrefaction who leave their graves. The choreographed horror show was so blasphemous and satanic that even the Jehovah Witnesses - to which he belonged at the time - threw him out of their sect. 
Most shocking of all is how the Vatican paper dealt with his alleged crimes with boys. At the end of the article, it notes: "Everybody knows [about] his problems with the law after the pedophilia accusations. But no accusation, however serious or shameful, is enough to tarnish his myth among his millions of fans throughout the entire world." 
Instead of a strong criticism, this light tone regarding the awful crime of pedophilia looks very much like a tacit approval. It is really unbelievable that these things were written in the Vatican organ. 
I have heard some blind conservatives protest that persons like Jan and me are over-reacting since L’Osservatore Romano is just another Catholic paper. In fact, L'Osservatore Romano has been the main newspaper of the Vatican since 1861. We know that, theoretically speaking, the only “official organ” of the Holy See is the Acta Apostolicae Sedis - the register of Vatican documents in their definitive formulae - and that the L’Osservatore Romano is only the “extra-official” organ. However, in practice everyone around the world acknowledges that OR is the actual voice of the Vatican. 
This is why the Michael Jackson eulogy is causing trauma in well-oriented Catholic circles. 

Different orientations at the Vatican? 
The one point of disagreement between Jan and me was about this Vatican praise of Michael Jackson. 
Like many Catholics, Jan insists that Benedict XVI somehow has no control over the new editor of L’Osservatore Romano, who, she claims, is running haywire over Catholic tradition. 
“Something strange seems to be happening at the Vatican paper,” she complained. “First, the piece on the Beatles and John Lennon. Then, the praise for Obama and the misrepresentation of his pro-abortion stance. Now, this. The paper is becoming an embarrassment to all Catholics.” She can’t understand why “our Pope” doesn’t do something about it - as if he would be in complete disagreement with this new direction it is taking.

I don’t believe this for a moment. It is well-known that the final editor of this paper is the Pope. If he isn’t content about the way things are going, he changes the editor or obliges him to rectify his line. 
Now, if Benedict had been displeased with the paper’s piece commemorating and praising the Beatles White Album that ran in November 2008, he could easily have said a word. There would have been no more pop culture ventures like that. But no censure came. On the contrary, we have another piece following the same orientation. Thus, one can only conclude that the Pope agrees with this new line. The paper remains the Vatican mouthpiece. 
The editor’s stance - which in this case is even bolder than it was seven months ago - has the full endorsement of the Pope. His word is still the final word at the L’Osservatore Romano office in Vatican City. 
In my opinion, we are not seeing any infiltration of enemy forces into L’Osservatore Romano. We are witnessing just another phase of adaptation to the modern world. Now, it seems that “the signs of the time” are rock music and its extravagant stars. Another change in the wake of Vatican II.
ROCK MUSIC-AEROSMITH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROCK_MUSIC-AEROSMITH.doc 

ROCK MUSIC-IRON MAIDEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROCK_MUSIC-IRON_MAIDEN.doc
ROCK MUSIC-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ROCK_MUSIC-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
SATANIC QUOTES BY ROCK MUSICIANS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SATANIC_QUOTES_BY_ROCK_MUSICIANS.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ROCK JOURNALIST-01 DAWN EDEN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ROCK_JOURNALIST-01.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ROCK STAR-01 PADDY KELLY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ROCK_STAR-01.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ROCK STAR-02 JOHN MICHAEL TALBOT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ROCK_STAR-02.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER ROCK STAR-03 BRIAN WELCH

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_ROCK_STAR-03.doc
TESTIMONY-FREED FROM ROCK MUSIC ALCOHOL DRUGS PORN AND NEW AGE HUGH/DAVID MACDONALD
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-FREED_FROM_ROCK_MUSIC_ALCOHOL_DRUGS_PORN_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
L’OR even criticizes critics of the infamous Pope Francis Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia (2017):
L’Osservatore Romano Criticizes Critics of Amoris Laetitia
http://catholicism.org/losservatore-romano-criticizes-critics-amoris-laetitia.html
By Brian Kelly, March 17, 2017
Catholic Culture: L’Osservatore Romano has published an article criticizing “dissent in the form of public criticism” of Pope Francis’s apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia. See below*. Link in Italian: L’ultima parola (L’Osservatore Romano, p. 7)
*Vatican newspaper article criticizes dissent from Amoris Laetitia
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=31041
L’Osservatore Romano has published an article criticizing “dissent in the form of public criticism” of Pope Francis’s apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia.
Father Salvador Pié-Ninot, a theologian from Barcelona, analyzed such criticism in light of Donum Veritatis, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’s 1990 instruction on the ecclesial vocation of the theologian.

Describing Amoris Laetitia as a non-definitive exercise of the ordinary Magisterium, Father Pié-Ninot quotes Donum Veritatis in stating that its teachings, even “if they are not guaranteed by the charism of infallibility, are not without divine assistance and call for the adherence of the faithful.”

After reviewing the section of Donum Veritatis devoted to “the problem of dissent” (nos. 32-41), Father Pié-Ninot wrote that “the confrontation between the Magisterium, in this case papal, and a theological interpretation that dissents, is not a simple conflict between two opinions.”
AMORIS LAETITIA AND THE CURRENT CRISIS IN THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AMORIS_LAETITIA_AND_THE_CURRENT_CRISIS_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc 
AMORIS LAETITIA AND THE GAY MAFIA IN THE VATICAN 01 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AMORIS_LAETITIA_AND_THE_GAY_MAFIA_IN_THE_VATICAN_01.doc
AMORIS LAETITIA-THE SSPX ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AMORIS_LAETITIA-THE_SSPX_ANALYSIS_AND_CRITICISM.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 31-AMORIS LAETITIA-CONTINUING FALLOUT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_31-AMORIS_LAETITIA-CONTINUING_FALLOUT.doc
INDIAN CHURCH SYMPOSIUM ON AMORIS LAETITIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_CHURCH_SYMPOSIUM_ON_AMORIS_LAETITIA.doc
INTERVIEW WITH JOHN VENNARI ON AMORIS LAETITIA AND SEX EDUCATION-RANDY ENGEL http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERVIEW_WITH_JOHN_VENNARI_ON_AMORIS_LAETITIA_AND_SEX_EDUCATION-RANDY_ENGEL.doc
POPE FRANCIS APOSTOLIC EXHORTATION AMORIS LAETITIA ACCUSED OF HERESY BY 45 THEOLOGIANS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_APOSTOLIC_EXHORTATION_AMORIS_LAETITIA_ACCUSED_OF_HERESY_BY_45_THEOLOGIANS.doc
POPE FRANCIS HIMSELF QUESTIONED ORTHODOXY OF AMORIS LAETITIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_HIMSELF_QUESTIONED_ORTHODOXY_OF_AMORIS_LAETITIA.doc
THE DUBIA OR DOUBTS ABOUT AMORIS LAETITIA-FOUR CARDINALS ASK FIVE QUESTIONS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_DUBIA_OR_DOUBTS_ABOUT_AMORIS_LAETITIA-FOUR_CARDINALS_ASK_FIVE_QUESTIONS.doc
Declaring that Mr. Abortion is not pro-abortion (2009):
Editor of Vatican newspaper says ‘Obama is not pro-abortion’
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/editor_of_vatican_newspaper_says_obama_is_not_proabortion 

Rome, Italy, May 20, 2009 
The Editor-in-chief of the Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano explained today to Paulo Rodari, a Vatican analyst for the daily “Il Riformista,” that President Barack Obama’s speech to graduates of Notre Dame was very respectful and that he “is not a pro-abortion president.”
In the interview with Rodari, Editor-in-chief Gian Maria Vian discussed his thoughts on President Obama at the University of Notre Dame. “Obama has not upset the world,” he said. “His speech at Notre Dame has been respectful toward every position. He tried to engage the debate stepping out from every ideological position and outside every ‘confrontational mentality.’ To this extent his speech is to be appreciated.”
Vian continued, “Let me be clear, L’Osservatore stands where the American bishops are: we consider abortion a disaster. We must promote, always and at every level a ‘culture of life’.”
“What I want to stress is that yesterday, on this precise and very delicate issue, the President said that the approval of the new law on abortion is not a priority of his administration. The fact that he said that is very reassuring to me. It also underlines my own clear belief: Obama is not a pro-abortion president,” he told Rodari.
Continuing the interview, Rodari stressed that L' Osservatore Romano ran two different stories on the same issue, one positive about Obama's speech at Notre Dame, the other extremely critical about his embryonic stem cell research position which quoted the concerns of the USCCB. 
Vian answered: “This is our policy, the way we inform. If a national bishops’ conference says something, we report it.” However, he continued, it is “appropriate to present other perspectives” to the readers so they can accurately judge "international information.”
According to Rodari, "the words of Vian are important. Because they speak about a confrontation between Obama and the Catholic Church which for now seems to be limited mainly among part of the American episcopate. A confrontation that the Holy See neither approves nor disapproves. Simply observes."
Vatican newspaper 'ignorant' of Obama's history, Catholic commentators charge
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/vatican_newspaper_ignorant_of_obamas_history_catholic_commentators_charge
May 21, 2009
Two Catholic commentators are lamenting the “sorry ignorance of recent American history” displayed by L'Osservatore Romano—the newspaper published by the Vatican—in its favorable reaction to President Obama's recent commencement speech at Notre Dame. However, they caution, readers should not make the mistake of thinking that the newspaper speaks for the Catholic Church.
Pope John Paul II's official biographer, George Weigel, wrote in an article for National Review Online that the pieces published by L'Osservatore Romano have caused pro-administration American journalists and activists to leap with “barely concealed glee” on the chance to trumpet the claim that “the Vatican” believes the U.S. Catholic bishops overreacted to Notre Dame’s award of an honorary doctorate of laws to President Obama.
Furthermore, Weigel says, journalists are writing that “the Vatican” is “taking a wait-and-see, so-far-so-good attitude toward Obama after the horrors of the arch-demon Bush.”

Perhaps this argument might hold water if one was ignorant of the way the Holy See operates, but the fact is that there is no such thing as “the Vatican,” which is “as complex and confused a bureaucracy as one finds in national governments,” the Catholic commentator writes.

The truth of the matter is that the Vatican-published newspaper is seldom used as the forum for delivering the Church's position in matters “of faith, morals, or public-policy judgment.”
“The exceptions are when a senior churchman offers a commentary on a recent papal document (an encyclical, for instance), or on those exceedingly rare occasions when an editorial in the paper is followed by three dots, or periods, a traditional convention signaling that the opinion being expressed is from 'high authority,'” Weigel explains.

“In other words,” writes Weigel, “without those dots, there is nothing here but opinion, to be weighed and judged as any opinion is weighed and judged — on its tether to facts and its argumentation.”

While there are middle-and lower-level officials at the Holy See who are “enamored of Barack Obama,” no one can doubt that that the new administration “poses the gravest challenges to the Holy See’s positions on the life issues since the Clinton administration tried and failed to get abortion-on-demand declared a fundamental international human right.”

Charging L'Osservatore Romano with displaying a “sorry ignorance of recent American history (including the history of the civil-rights movement) and a fideist credulity about the magic of Barack Obama,” Weigel says that people should not draw the conclusion that the secular media has: assuming “that the pope and his most senior advisers have drunk the Obama Kool-Aid and wish the American bishops would chill out...”

Catholic political commentator Deal Hudson, is also weighing-in on the newspaper flap, writing on InsideCatholic.com that “something is seriously wrong at L'Osservatore Romano.”

First on Hudson's list of gaffes is the Vatican newspaper's glowing assessment of President Obama's first 100 days in office. The paper, he points out, failed to mention the cancellation of the Mexico City Policy, Obama's pro-abortion rights administration appointments, increased funding for abortion providers and the “widely-recognized White House strategy of approximating the effect of FOCA in a piecemeal fashion.”

The last straw for Hudson came when a Monday article in L'Osservatore praised Obama's speech at Notre Dame for seeking "common ground" on abortion.
“It's now clear that the paper needs a new editor,” Hudson states, pointing out that “the article did not even mention the 79 U.S. bishops who openly criticized Notre Dame for giving Obama an honor at its recent commencement. One of those bishops was the president of the USCCB, Cardinal George of Chicago.”
Hudson also notes that the paper doesn't speak for the Church, but that regardless of that, “damage will be done by the Associated Press story being published around the country, giving the impression that the Vatican officially approves of both Notre Dame's decision and -- most tragically -- Obama's position on abortion.”

“It should be mentioned, as the Catholic News Agency notes, that the same edition of OR contained an article criticizing Obama with quotes from Archbishop Chaput, which both the Associated Press and the USCCB's news service did not mention,” the commentator adds. 

In the end, Hudson holds out hope that Gian Maria Vian, the editor of L'Osservatore Romano, is “simply misinformed.”

“If so, that can be corrected, and Vian can begin publishing accurate information and commentary on the new administration. If not, the Vatican newspaper definitely needs new leadership.”

Vatican Newspaper Editor Digs Deeper Hole
https://www.catholicity.com/commentary/hudson/06256.html  
By Deal Hudson - June 18, 2009
In an interview published at National Review Online, Gian Maria Vian, editor of L'Osservatore Romano, responded to his critics. Vian makes it clear that he doesn't have a high opinion of writers, like me, who have taken him to task for his treatment of President Barack Obama:

I think that if American Catholics could read L'Osservatore Romano every day, and did not trust wire reports – although some of the agency writers are very good… but getting information from bloggers is like going to the bar where everyone has his own opinion (emphasis added).

Well, let's all raise our glasses, take a stiff drink, and look at what Vian had to say for himself.
First of all, Vian seems impressed with the longtime relationship of his family (going back three generations) to the Vatican newspaper, but also seems unmindful about his responsibilities to the Church as editor of L'Osservatore Romano. Regarding his comment to an Italian newspaper that he did not believe Obama was "pro-abortion," he explained:

I made that statement in an interview to an Italian journalist of Il Riformista who called me on the day the president was at Notre Dame for the controversial ceremony of the conferring of the law degree honoris causa. I was in Barcelona; I gave the interview over the phone and based my observation primarily on the speech President Obama gave on that occasion – a speech which demonstrated openness. In this sense, I said that he didn't seem a pro-abortion president.

"He didn't seem a pro-abortion president," based upon a single speech. Vian ignored everything Obama did as a state senator and as a U.S. senator; what he has said over his entire political career about support for abortion-on-demand, NARAL, Planned Parenthood, and FOCA; and, finally, what Obama has already done as president, including ending the Mexico City policy, ending conscience protection for medical care workers, and appointing Catholic pro-aborts to significant administration positions.

When pressed about Obama's record by the interviewer, Delia Gallagher (who did a great job), Vian resorted to the excuse that he did the interview "on the fly" and that he hopes Obama will change:

I hope that he understands that a politics of pro-life is good politics, not because it is religious, not because it is Catholic, but because it is human. This is what the Church repeatedly says, and in particular, Pope Benedict XVI. The appeal to natural law is important because it is not based on religious principles; it is based on human principles which can be agreed on by all.
Vian and I are in complete agreement on that. But I would ask him a simple question: "Why does Obama need to change if he is already not pro-abortion?"

Gallagher then asked Vian about his newspaper's praise of Obama's first 100 days. Vian defended what the paper had to say, saying it mirrors his personal opinion, and then added:

I realize that Obama is much more pro-choice than McCain, who was his adversary, but Obama won, and let's hope that that his actions on these themes are less radical than they have been before the elections. At least that is the case so far.

"Much more pro-choice than McCain"? Apart from McCain's position on fetal stem cell research, there is really nothing to criticize in McCain's voting record on abortion – certainly nothing to justify the label "pro-choice."

But here is Vian's most muddled statement of all, and the one most disconnected from the reality of American politics and its relation to the Church. Gallagher asked Vian if his newspaper has been publishing articles undercutting the position of the U.S. bishops.

No. In our international religious news we systematically support the position of the U.S. bishops. I said very clearly that to consider L'Osservatore Romano as distant or not supportive of the U.S. Bishops' Conference is false, it is a game played by those who want only to use our paper to paint a picture of divided Catholics… L'Osservatore Romano has never distanced itself from the bishops. In fact, after the comments which appeared primarily on the Internet from the U.S., we reiterated that the paper is absolutely at the side of the American bishops and that their position cannot be considered a political stance.

Gallagher then asked Vian what he meant by "a political stance?"

Well, they say that the conference, or at least the presidency of the U.S. Bishops' Conference, has a conservative Republican line – no. On questions such as the defense of life the bishops speak in the same way to Republicans as they do to Democrats (emphasis added).

I take it that Vian was saying that "they," meaning unnamed Internet bloggers, are arguing that the USCCB and Francis Cardinal George, the president of the USCCB, have a "conservative Republican line."
Pardon me, but I need another drink from the bar to ponder that one.

Finally, it must be difficult for Vian to understand that defending the Church's teaching on abortion in the United States may appear merely "political" to him, but it's a Catholic obligation.

What I think Vian is struggling to describe is this: On the abortion issue, the Republican Party is closer to the teaching of the Catholic Church than the Democrats. Is that so hard for Vian to say? Yes, this point has been made endlessly – not about either the USCCB or Cardinal George, who would not want to be labeled a Republican, but in terms of specific documents, including the Catechism and the encyclicals of John Paul II and Benedict XVI (not to mention a few documents from the bishops' conference).

Once again, Gian Maria Vian has attempted to clear the air regarding articles in the Vatican newspaper, as well as his own quoted comments, about Obama and abortion. He has succeeded only in demonstrating that he is unaware of his own responsibility as editor of L'Osservatore Romano and badly out of touch with the various intersections of the Church and politics in the United States.

Deal W. Hudson is the director of the Morley Institute, and is the former publisher of CRISIS Magazine, a Catholic monthly published in Washington, DC. His articles and comments have been published in The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Washington Post, Washington Times, Los Angeles Times, National Review, Richmond Times-Dispatch, The Village Voice, Roll Call, National Journal, The Economist, and by the Associated Press. 

Novak Fed Up with Vatican Newspaper: “We asked Rome for Bread they Give us Stones” 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/novak-fed-up-with-vatican-newspaper-we-asked-rome-for-bread-they-give-us-st 
By Hilary White, New York, May 26, 2009 
A recent string of "star struck teenage" articles praising US President Barack Obama by the Vatican daily newspaper is scandalizing Catholics around the world, according to a prominent American conservative commentator. Michael Novak, a US Catholic writer, philosopher and diplomat, wrote on the website of the National Review magazine today that the editors of L’Osservatore Romano have failed to grasp either "the full threat Obama poses for the American Catholic conscience" or the "immense scandal" they are causing the Church by praising him.

Novak, regarded by many as a "moderate conservative," wrote in an editorial titled "All the Confusion Fit to Print," that "L’ Osservatore Romano seems not to grasp the fundamental realities of abortion politics in America."

In the last month, the Vatican’s daily newspaper, largely in its Italian daily edition, has produced a set of articles about President Obama that have downplayed his pro-abortion and anti-family policies, ignored his 100 per cent pro-abortion voting record and reported with little criticism his appearance at Notre Dame University. 

One article, published May 12th, compared Obama to the biblical Joshua who led the people of Israel to the Promised Land and said that he is the "fulfilment" of Rev. Martin Luther King’s Civil Rights movement. But the greatest criticism has been levelled against a political editorial published last month titled, "Obama in the White House: 100 Days that Didn’t Shake the World," by Giuseppe Fiorentino.

Many pro-life leaders have voiced their concerns at the recent kid-glove treatment of Obama in the newspaper, that is known to be vetted by the Vatican’s Secretariat of State. Their criticisms became even more vocal last week when the paper’s editor-in-chief said that he does not believe Obama is a pro-abortion politician. Giovanni Maria Vian, in an interview with Italian political analyst, Paolo Rodari, praised Obama’s Notre Dame speech, a speech labelled "mendacious" by Novak. Vian said it had been "respectful toward every position." 

Vian said, "He [Obama] tried to engage the debate, stepping out from every ideological position and outside every ‘confrontational mentality.’ To this extent his speech is to be appreciated."

In its reportage of Obama’s appearance at Notre Dame University last weekend, Novak identified five "crucial facts" of which Vian’s newspaper, "like a blind observer of faraway events," seems "completely ignorant." 

Novak said that the paper ignored the fact that the US bishops had issued a public declaration that no politicians who oppose "fundamental moral principles" were to be honoured by any Catholic institution in the US. It has also failed to distinguish between the 40 percent of practising US Catholics who support the Church’s teaching on abortion, and the US Church’s barely practising members who support legal abortion. This failure to distinguish, Novak said, put L’Osservatore Romano into the same ranks as the mainstream liberal secular press. 

The L’Osservatore Romano coverage also failed to note, he said, that Barack Obama has gone "farther than any president in American history in supporting abortion." This includes supporting legal infanticide, "euphemistically called ‘partial-birth abortion,’" and opposing legislation that would protect children born alive after an attempted abortion. In this latter case, Novak pointed out, Obama is "virtually alone in U.S. politics" in his attempt to please the abortion lobby, since many other "pro-choice" politicians voted in favor of the measure. 

The paper, he wrote, has also failed to grasp the subtleties of the euphemistic language, the "code" of "doublespeak," that has grown up in politics around the abortion issue in the US. While L’Osservatore Romano claimed that Obama promised at Notre Dame to put in place legal protections for doctors, Novak points to the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA), for which Obama has promised his support. FOCA proposes to repeal all previous legislation that put any restrictions whatever on abortion. This would effectively force all medical practitioners in the US to participate in abortion. 

FOCA, Novak wrote, would change the law so that "anyone who would stand in the way of abortion could be recognized as a criminal."

Novak concludes by asking, "Why on earth, then, does L’Osservatore Romano side with the abortionists, and against the besieged, struggling minority of churchgoing Catholics who find abortion abhorrent, and an intrinsic and unrationalizable evil?"

He laments, "We ask Rome for bread, and L’Osservatore Romano gives us stones."

To read Novak’s editorial: 
http://article.nationalreview.com/?q=OGFiYWE3OTc1MjRkN2IyMWFhMTM4NTY4NmU4NjkzNDg= 

"Obama not Pro-Abortion" Says Editor in Chief of Vatican Newspaper
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/may/09052101.html
Obama is "Joshua" to Martin Luther King’s "Moses": Vatican Newspaper Article 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/may/09051204.html
Why the Vatican Newspaper Said Obama’s First 100 Days Wasn’t All that Bad
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/may/09050113.html
Pro-Life Leaders Worldwide Concerned about Weakening of Vatican’s Pro-Life Stand in Wake of Uncorrected Vatican Newspaper Article
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/may/09050104.html
And this (see CNS headline) is what the L’OR movie critic Emilio Ranzato had to say about Star Wars: 
New 'Star Wars' villains not evil enough, says Vatican movie critic

http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2015/new-star-wars-villains-not-evil-enough-says-vatican-movie-critic.cfm 
By Junno Arocho Esteves, Catholic News Service, December 21, 2015
A year late on condemning “The Young Pope”
Vatican newspaper finally critiques ‘The Young Pope’ — one year after its release

http://www.catholicherald.co.ukw008000007c4dww.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2017/10/02/vatican-newspaper-finally-critiques-the-young-pope-one-year-after-its-release/
October 2, 2017

L'Osservatore's editor-in-chief said he specifically chose not to enter into the debate while the show was airing
The Vatican newspaper has broken a yearlong silence and weighed in on director Paolo Sorrentino’s “The Young Pope,” giving the television series generally positive reviews despite what it called the “frivolous,” ”caustic” and “grotesque” way it painted the Vatican.

L’Osservatore Romano dedicated a two-page spread in Sunday’s edition to the 10-episode series, which began airing in Italy in October 2016 and in North America earlier this year.

The main essay was penned by Juan Manuel de Prada, a Spanish intellectual who explored the contradictions — in Sorrentino, in the character of Pope Pius XIII, played by Jude Law, and in the Vatican hierarchy — that were presented by the series.

“The Young Pope” opens with the improbable election of Lenny Belardo as history’s first American pope. Despite his youth, Belardo charts a deeply conservative, controversial and at times vicious papacy, still haunted by the trauma of being abandoned by his parents and raised by a nun.

The series features Diane Keaton as the nun, Sister Mary, who is convinced Lenny is a saint, and Silvio Orlando as the scheming secretary of state who spars with him. Orlando’s Cardinal Voiello, named for a popular brand of Italian pasta, is a perfect amalgam and caricature of real-life past Vatican secretaries of state in both his love of soccer and his devotion to a severely disabled child.
In his review, de Prada found that inside Sorrentino’s anti-clerical rants there was also a “docile admiration for the church.”

Sorrentino doesn’t manage to penetrate the church’s mystery “but he manages to convey his own perplexity to the viewer, who will ask how it’s possible that an institution run by ambitious, lascivious braggarts could survive all these shipwrecks,” de Prada wrote.

The newspaper’s silence during the Italian run was notable, since other Catholic media were almost unanimous in their criticism. L’Osservatore’s editor-in-chief, Gian Maria Vian, said he specifically chose not to enter into the Catholic media debate while the show was airing.

“They wanted us to either bless it or excommunicate it, and I didn’t want to play that game,” Vian said in a telephone interview Saturday. “But we intervened now because it’s an important television series, an important cultural phenomenon.”

A top L’Osservatore columnist, Lucetta Scaraffia, looked at Sorrentino’s screenplay, which she says has “criticism of the existing church, but in some way hope that something good might come from it.”

PIUS XIII-THE YOUNG POPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PIUS_XIII-THE_YOUNG_POPE.doc
The case of Pope Benedict XVI’s book, Light of the World
The continuing mess at L’Osservatore Romano
https://canonlawblog.wordpress.com/2010/11/22/the-continuing-mess-at-losservatore-romano/ 

By Canon Lawyer Dr. Ed Peters, November 22, 2010

While many able others are scrambling to respond to the eruption over the pope’s remarks on condom use by male prostitutes, I want to ask a few questions about the occasion of this public relations fiasco, namely, the decision by L’Osservatore Romano to publish prematurely, out of context, and without commentary, the single most controversial paragraph of the pope’s book, Light of the World, in, if nothing else, apparent violation of the agreement in place between its various publishers concerning a coordinated release of the work.
I frankly wonder whether, even now, L’Osservatore Romano yet realizes what a serious disservice it has committed by arrogating to itself the role of introducing the pope’s book, Light of the World, and by its making that introduction in such a palpably incompetent manner.
Light of the World is a remarkable book, being first, the fruit of a welcome papal willingness to share frank insights and opinions on the Christian message today, and being second, the product of much work by many people in several nations, all oriented to presenting the book in its best light. These latter groups had planned for months to introduce Light of the World as the holistic, positive, and integrated work that the pope intended it to be. A mid-week launch (and, in the vital US market, one day before an extended holiday that is typically slow in news) was carefully planned with writers, speakers, and resource persons briefed ahead of time, all ready to comment on the book and to respond to questions. It was a huge amount of work but, being undertaken by professionals who knew what they were doing, it promised to be effective.
Now, all of that planning has been shredded by the L’OR decision to launch Light of the World on its own.

Worse, L’OR chose to highlight what is probably the single most speculative and controversial papal paragraph in over 200 pages of print, and to offer that snippet out of context and without explanation. Unbelievable.

Instantly, of course, the world formed exactly the wrong understanding of that paragraph that anyone could have predicted. Now, instead of being able to present the pope’s interview as a positive and even vigorous affirmation of unified truth, Catholic theologians and spokesmen must respond defensively against secular attacks and distortions, resorting (for the most part) to a level of sophistication that befits a graduate seminar in moral theology, not a reader-friendly presentation of ideas. 
I mean, great scot, the book is not even published yet, and already the Vatican Press is Office is having to issue hasty corrections and unconvincing clarifications!

And it’s all because of L’OR.
Again.

Yes, again. L’OR’s panting after pop relevance (with pieces on, e.g., The Beatles and The Simpsons) is embarrassing enough. I’ve learned to ignore that. Its mistreatment of Brazilian Abp. Cardoso Sobrihno should have been seen as the warning sign that it was. I said so at the time.

But, if this media fiasco is not enough to bring sweeping changes to L’OR, then, I don’t know what ever will. + + +

Update, 23 Nov: 
Check out Phil Lawler’s commentary on L’OR, which contains the following gem, among several: “In past months L’Osservatore Romano has often embarrassed the Vatican, with puerile articles gushing about the merits of Michael Jackson, The Beatles, and The Simpsons. But this editorial blunder is far more serious. With its gross mishandling of this very serious issue, the Vatican newspaper has given rise to a worldwide confusion on a very important moral issue—damage that it may take years of painstaking work to undo.”

Update, 25 Nov: 
John Allen’s defense of L’Osservatore Romano is here. It occasions a couple of remarks.

First there is apparently a fact question as to whether L’OR had permission to publish what it did when it did. My sources indicated that L’OR did not have such permission, Allen’s suggest otherwise. Now, either L’OR had permission to publish, or it didn’t. But this should be easy: Simply ask L’OR who authorized them publish what they did, and then ask whoever they point to whether such permission was granted.
Of course, if L’OR had permission for doing what it did, my criticisms of it would fail in that respect. If it did not have permission, Allen’s defense of it fails in that respect. In any case, my criticism of L’OR for how it did what it did, would stand.

Second, critics of L’OR come in a variety of shapes of sizes and they propose a variety of remedies. (That L’OR even has now a variety of critics in the Church itself says something, I think.) I hope Allen’s readers make that distinction and assess my criticisms and my remedies on their own merits. I’m no Vatican insider and I have no clue as to who is who’s enemy. I think L’OR’s comments on, say, Obama were inconsequential (I might be wrong about that). But I also think it only fair to observe that, if some L’OR critics operate with some biases, surely it’s possible that some L’OR defenders operate likewise.

In short, I only know what I read in L’OR, and what I read there is frequently counterproductive, in my considered opinion, to the image the Church should be presenting to the world in its most-recognized newspaper.

Is the L’Osservatore Romano more trouble than it’s worth?
http://www.catholicvoteaction.org/americanpapist/index.php?p=1401
By Thomas Peters, February 17, 2010

The Vatican’s “official” newspaper, the L’Osservatore Romano, has recently taken a real turn, and I’m starting to have a real problem with that. 
Read this blog published in the Wall Street Journal online:

In the last two years, under new editor- in-chief Gian Maria Vian, L’ Osservatore Romano has shed some of its serious image and taken a more open approach, finding merit even in popular movies such as the “Harry Potter” series and “The Lord of the Rings.”

… The Vatican has previously denounced rock music as the devil’s work but in a surprise change of tune on Sunday the Holy See’s official newspaper, L’ Osservatore Romano, published what it called “a semiserious guide” to the top ten rock and pop albums of all time.

… The article by Giuseppe Fiorentino and Gaetano Vallini said that Dylan was excluded from the list despite his “great poetic vein” because he paved the way for generations of unprofessional singer-songwriters who have “harshly tested the ears and patience of listeners” with their tormented stories. (WSJ blog)

What business does the Vatican’s newspaper have reviewing rock and pop albums, let alone telling us that Dylan opened the gates to amateur singer-songwriters?

I have no problem talking about pop music from a Catholic perspective … but I’m not the “official” Vatican newspaper, either. It was one thing when the L’OR published the writings of popes and general news items about what the Vatican was doing, but now that it’s getting into opinion and, yes, even off-beat news items … shouldn’t it completely drop it’s “official” Vatican newspaper status?
This murky association between “the Vatican” and L’OR only confuses the outside world (this story about the Vatican reviewing pop music, for instance is getting lots of blog attention).

In fact, the association of the L’OR with “the Vatican” does two harmful things: 
1) It trivializes the sacredness of the Church to have it doing things like reviewing Dylan songs and 
2) It elevates the (perceived) authority of opinions into “official Church teaching or advice” when they really only represent the personal views of L’OR staff writers.

I’m open to arguments from those who know more about this, but my take right now is: cut it loose or tighten it up. Soon. 
In the meantime, out here in the blog world – and the popular culture – the confusion is only hurting the Church and the private opinions of its members.
Comments
-I agree that there is a problem because people tend to equate what’s printed in L.O’R with official Vatican teaching. -Marianne
-Has the Vatican really issued a blanket condemnation of rock music? If so, that’s news to me. Guess I’d have to gut my CD collection… I completely agree with the uselessness of L’OR though. -Dave Mueller
-Dave Mueller, you ask: “Has the Vatican really issued a blanket condemnation of rock music? If so, that’s news to me. Guess I’d have to gut my CD collection….”  Answer: No, but 25 years ago (1985) Cardinal Ratzinger wrote the following: 

“Since rock music seeks release through liberation from the personality and its responsibility, it can be on the one hand precisely classified among the anarchic ideas of freedom which today predominate more openly in the West than in the East. But that is precisely why rock music is so completely antithetical to the Christian concept of redemption and freedom, indeed its exact opposite.” - SDG 
-The murky (as you nicely put it) nature of the relationship between the Church and L’OR is confusing to Catholics and non-Catholics alike. Having to explain to my Protestant friends that, just because L’OR endorses John Lennon or Barack Obama doesn’t mean that the Church does, is getting a little old. -Zach
-After subscribing to L’OR for well over a decade, I cancelled my subscription. If I wanted to read articles on Bruce Springsteen and Harry Potter, I’d subscribe to Variety. -Fr. Tony
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