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Divination: Dowsing and the Ouija Board
By Susan Brinkmann, from the Women of Grace blog, 2008-2017 NOVEMBER
Dowsing aka Water Witching

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=146
By Susan Brinkmann, July 2, 2010
CS asks: “What do you know about a technique called dowsing or water witching, supposedly to locate water under the ground, but also to locate things with a rod in a Y shape? It does not seem like something harmful to be in search of water.  However, there is also something called dowsing with a pendulum made out of a metal like brass or other materials that is attached to a string. Apparently, you would tell it that if it swings in a circle, this means ‘yes’ and if it swings in a straight line, this means ‘no’; and then you ask it a question and your answer is the direction that it swings. I have seen this done and it seems like something one should not be doing. I am not sure if I should tell the people that are doing it that it is wrong or not.”

CS, you would be performing an act of charity if you asked the people using the pendulum to stop because they are indeed dabbling in the occult and are exposing themselves to many dangers, both physical and spiritual.

As for the dowsing/water-witching, this is also one of many forms of ancient pagan practices of divination which are forbidden in Scripture.

In the form of dowsing mentioned in this e-mail, a person known as a "dowser" walks across a stretch of land with a dowsing stick and waits for it to be forcefully thrust downward at the location where water is said to be found.

According to Elliot Miller, editor of the Christian Research Journal, dowsers are thought to possess some kind of special ability or "divine gift" that consists of a natural sensitivity to alleged earth magnetism, water "radiations", or some other natural phenomenon. "They believe their dowsing stick or other device (often an occult pendulum) somehow 'focuses' or otherwise identifies this energy so that one is able to find water or other substances or things that one is seeking — including oil, treasure, and lost persons or objects," Miller writes.

He goes on to report that many Christians also believe in dowsing as a divine gift and attempt to justify the practice by appealing to the Bible. Unfortunately, the scripture passages they cite refer only to digging wells or searching for water – never dowsing – which they claim is because the verses were mistranslated. If they were correctly translated, they would supposedly mention dowsing.

However, there is only one direct reference to dowsing in Scripture and it’s hardly an endorsement. "My people consult their wooden idol, and their diviner’s wand informs them; for a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they have played the harlot, departing from their God" (Hosea 4:12).

Dowsing, in any form, including the pendulum CS mentions in her e-mail, has always been considered an occult art, and one that is often associated with witchcraft, which explains the alternate term of "water witching".

Practitioners who possess this gift tend to be involved in other psychic practices as well. For instance, many dowsers put themselves into a trance before dowsing. They are also called to "have faith" in the power behind the dowsing rod and to have a personal interaction/response with it. 

These and other facts about dowsing "suggest that the force behind this practice is personal, intelligent, and desirous of human interaction," Miller writes. "If men were only dealing with an impersonal force, it would never require respect, or faith, or personal communication. But these responses are exactly what spirit guides require and demand of their human mediums. Many illustrations of this kind of spirit-human interaction could be cited from those who use Ouija boards, the I Ching, rune dice, tarot cards, or who employ ceremonial magic and other forms of the occult."

CS describes people who are using a pendulum to discern "yes" or "no" answers much like what is done with the planchette of an ouija board. She is correct to discern that this is also form of divination and therefore, an occult practice. A partial list of other practices that fall into the same category as dowsing would be horoscopes, tarot cards, ouija boards, runes, I Ching, divining rods, pendulums, palmistry, crystal-gazing, geomancy, and any derivative thereof.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church gives a very specific and easy to understand explanation of the dangers of all of these methods of divination in Sections 2115-2117. It is well worth taking the time to read.

Dowsing with a rosary

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=265#more-265  

By Susan Brinkmann, December 10, 2010

TA asks: “Can you help me understand about dowsing to get a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer from the Cross or the Rosary? I’ve learned how to do it in the past but don’t feel right to use it anymore.”

Dowsing is divination, whether you are using a stick or a crucifix, and divination is forbidden by God.

"No one shall be found among you who makes a son or daughter pass through fire, or who practices divination, or is a soothsayer, or an augur or a sorcerer, or one who casts spells or who consults ghosts or spirits, or who seeks oracles from the dead. For whoever does these things is abhorrent to the Lord . . ." Deuteronomy 18:10-12

This prohibition includes dowsing, an occult art associated with witchcraft that utilizes either a forked stick or pendulum to discern the presence of water, oil, lost treasure, or answers to questions about the future.

In fact, dowsing is explicitly forbidden in Scripture. "My people consult their wooden idol, and their diviner’s wand informs them; for a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they have played the harlot, departing from their God" (Hosea 4:12).

It is much too common a practice for Catholics to think they can "baptize" an occult art simply by incorporating a religious object into the mix. For instance, how many people think they can control the weather just by putting a Blessed Mother statue in the window? Scores of people bury St. Joseph statues thinking it will help them sell their homes. When we put our faith in these objects rather than in the saints who are represented by them, we engage in superstition. 

In other words, it’s okay to pray to Mary for help with the weather, or to St. Joseph to help you sell your home, but just by placing statues on a windowsill or burying them in the ground is to affix some sort of magical power to the object, which is what makes it an occult practice.

The same holds true for attempting to use a rosary or a crucifix as a pendulum for the purpose of divining answers to our questions. This is divination and when we engage in it, we are resorting to the occult.

The occult pertains to any system that claims to use or have knowledge of secret or supernatural powers or agencies. This includes witchcraft, alchemy and magick, palm reading, fortune-telling, tarot cards, ouija boards, and astrology. The occult also includes spiritualistic practices such as séances, channeling and mediumship, and out-of-body experiences such as astral projection.

The Catechism teaches us that resorting to divination for any reason "conceals a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect and loving fear that we owe to God alone." (No. 2116)
Californians Turn to Occult to Stop Drought 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=28272#more-28272
By Susan Brinkmann, March 7, 2014
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The latest news out of drought-stricken California is that some farmers who are desperate for rain are turning to dowsers and water witches to find hidden water supplies. The Associated Press (AP) is reporting that “dowsers” – folks who use wooden sticks resembling large wishbones which they claim can tap into a natural energy to find water hidden underground – are enjoying a new boom in business since the skies dried up over California. Farmers, homeowners and even some vineyards are resorting to them to locate areas of underground water supplies. The AP features the story of Marc Mondavi, a vineyard owner in the Napa Valley who learned dowsing from the father of a former girlfriend. “It’s kind of bizarre. Scientists don’t believe in it, but I do and most of the farmers in the Valley do,” Mondavi said about the practice. He has become the region’s “go-to water witch” in the Napa Valley, charging $500 a visit and more, and says his phone has been ringing a lot more lately as people begin to panic in their thirst for water. 

They’d be better off praying to God for relief rather than offending Him by turning to occult forces to solve their problem. Dowsing or “water witching” is an occult art employed by people who think they have a “special gift” of being able to discern the earth’s magnetism, water “radiations” or other natural phenomenon in order to discover hidden water or mineral supplies. “They believe their dowsing stick or other device (often an occult pendulum) somehow ‘focuses’ or otherwise identifies this energy so that one is able to find water or other substances or things that one is seeking — including oil, treasure, and lost persons or objects,” writes Elliott Miller, editor of the Christian Research Journal http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/cri/cri-jrnl/crj0099a.txt. 
As we report here http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=146, http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=265#more-265  

about dowsing, many practitioners believe theirs is a divine gift and appeal to the Bible as justification for what they’re doing; however, most of the scripture passages they cite refer only to digging wells or searching for water – never dowsing – which they claim is because the verses were mistranslated. If they were correctly translated, they would supposedly mention dowsing. This is simply not so. There is only one direct reference to dowsing in Scripture and it’s hardly an endorsement. “My people consult their wooden idol, and their diviner’s wand informs them; for a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, and they have played the harlot, departing from their God” (Hos. 4:12). Dowsing, in any form, has always been considered an occult art, and one that is often associated with witchcraft, which explains the alternate term of “water witching.” Many dowsers put themselves into a trance before dowsing and are expected to have faith in the “power” behind the dowsing rod as well as to have a personal interaction/response with it. The Bible and the Catechism are very clear about resorting to the occult for anything (see Deuteronomy 18 and the Catechism Nos. 2115-2117). If the people of California want more rain, they should follow the example of so many civilizations in the Old Testament who were relieved only after they repented of their sins and turned to God for help.
How to Break Bonds to the Occult
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=34224#more-34224
By Susan Brinkmann, October 22, 2014

DB writes: “I know of people who were inadvertently exposed to the pendulum or ‘the rod’ as it was called. Once it was discovered what this really was…most “got out”. They renounced it and so on…but I know of some who still feel the physical and spiritual effects. How can they receive help?”

Ridding oneself of the effects of occult activity can be very complex depending on how deeply a person became involved in the dark arts. The case described by DB involves using a pendulum – which is a device used for divination. When we use this device, we are calling upon demonic powers to “divine” whatever it is we’re looking for, and these powers don’t just leave when we decide we’ve had enough. They have a mind of their own and will continue to hang around for as long as they are not forced to leave.

How do we force them to leave?

First, as you indicate, you must personally renounce the activity by saying something like, “Jesus, you are my only Lord and Savior. I renounce the use of the pendulum and ask your forgiveness for this sin.”

Second, this must be confessed in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. As the famous exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth writes, confession is the best exorcism and is the most direct means to fight Satan. “It is the sacrament that tears souls from the demon’s grasp . . . I advise frequent confession, possibly weekly, to all victims of evil activities.” (An Exorcist: More Stories, pg. 195)

If we’ve done this and are still experiencing oppression or any other physical or spiritual effects such as (aversion to sacred objects/prayer/sacraments, obsessive thoughts, groundless fears and anxieties, etc.) this could mean that bonds were formed between you and the demonic during this activity that now need to be broken.

If this is the case, my first recommendation is to see a priest who is well-versed in the occult. These priests are often affiliated with the charismatic renewal and can be located by going to a local Catholic charismatic prayer meeting, explaining your situation, then asking for a priest to contact. If there is one in your area, they will know how to reach him.

However, if you are unable to find a priest, Father Amorth, lists the recitation of our baptismal promises on a daily basis as a way to break these bonds. (An Exorcist: More Stories, pg. 194) You can also find several powerful prayers for deliverance in Father Amorth’s first book, An Exorcist Tells His Story, beginning on page 199.

The Catholic Warrior also has prayers available on-line and in booklet form that can help you to break these bonds.

If you have any questions at all about the dark arts and how to protect yourself from their influence, read this excellent pastoral letter by Bishop Donald W. Montrose, entitled Spiritual Warfare: The Occult Has Demonic Influence .

This letter is easy to read and offers plenty of advice about what to do if you’ve been involved in the occult, and how to protect yourself and your family from the influence of Satan.

Thirsty Californians Turn to Water Witches for Relief 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=41695#more-41695
By Susan Brinkmann, July 22, 2015

An old occult art known as dowsing is enjoying a resurgence in drought-stricken California as more and more farmers reach out to “water witches” to help them find water. Yahoo.com is reporting on the sudden boom in business being enjoyed by a 76 year-old grandfather and dowser named Vern Tassey. Located in the middle of California’s parched Central Valley, he says farmers are calling him “day and night”, some from as far away as San Francisco and other states, seeking his help in “divining” the location of hidden underground sources of water. 

Professional dowsers or “water witches” like Tassey claim to have a “gift” from God – a special intuition, if you will – that allows them to use a rod or stick to locate water hidden in the ground. They typically walk across a stretch of land with the dowsing stick in their hand and wait for it to be forcefully thrust downward when it has located water. 
As this blog http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=146 explains, dowsers believe their gift lends them a natural sensitivity to alleged earth magnetism, water “radiations,” or some other natural phenomenon. A typical dowser like Tassey will take his divining rod – a Y-shaped stick and begin to walk across a section of land where water is being sought. Jody Wollenman, a believer in the practice, told Yahoo that the stick “will start bouncing. When he hits the aquifer, it will start moving. It tells you the width of the aquifer by the strength of the bounce.” Does it work? Of course! And science knows why. Graham Fogg, a hydrologist at the University of California, Davis, told Yahoo that the reason dowsers appear so successful is that “groundwater is ubiquitous” – so prevalent, in fact, anybody with a basic knowledge of an aquifer could tap into something just about anywhere. “Groundwater occurs virtually everywhere at some depth beneath the surface of the earth, so regardless of where you drill, you will virtually always hit the water table at some depth,” Fogg said. But there are plenty of “believers” out there who think this is a magical art that comes to certain “gifted” people in the form of special powers and abilities. It was precisely this belief that got Tassey into a bit of trouble with his local church. It happened after a local television interview in which the reporter asked him if he dabbled in witchcraft or worshiped the devil. Tassey said no, but this was enough for the elders of his church to take him aside and question him about whether or not he was dabbling in the dark arts. He assured them that he was not. For many dowsers, they don’t know where the “gift” comes from. Some Christians claim it comes from God and is sourced in the Bible but this claim has been disputed by Scripture scholars. The people of California are suffering through a drought of epic proportions and need our prayers. While some are turning to diviners and shamans, many of the faithful are calling upon the Lord for help. Let’s join our prayers to theirs and ask God to refurbish this parched land with the dew of His mercy!

*
Ouija Boards and Tarot Cards 

http://www.coloradocatholicherald.com/display.php?xrc=646 
By Susan Brinkmann, Special to the Herald, October 8, 2007  
Fortune-telling has real staying power. It’s been attracting crowds since prehistoric time. And in the recorded history of Greece for the period spanning 700-800 B.C., the ancients believed the home of the oracle of Delphi was the center of the universe. In modern times, divining the future can be cheap and convenient. 

For the do-it-yourself crowd, toy stores stock plenty of ouija boards and tarot cards, and any New Age bookstore will sell a variety of crystals and how-to manuals on palm-reading. But don’t let the price tags mislead you. Those items might not seem to cost very much, but the spiritual price we pay for using them is often much steeper than we realize.

Some people are not aware that fortune telling and other forms of divination are linked to the occult. Consider the background of two of the most popular forms of modern fortune-telling: ouija boards and Tarot cards, both of which are currently being sold as children’s games.

Ouija Boards

The ouija board set consists of an alphabet board and heart-shaped pointer, known as a planchette, which are used for divination through spirit contact.

The use of alphabet boards for divination dates back to 1200 B.C. in China, when similar instruments were used to communicate with the dead, according to information from the Museum of Talking Boards. Ancient Greeks used a table that moved on wheels to point to signs that were then interpreted as revelations from the "unseen world."

Modern use of the ouija board entered the United States as part of the Spiritualism movement of the mid-19th century. In some forms, followers use a pendulum that swings over a plate or a table with letters painted around the edge to spell out messages.

In 1890, two businessmen named Elijah Bond and Charles Kennard patented the idea of using a planchette and alphabet board as a "talking board." An employee of theirs name William Fuld took over production of the product in 1901 and started selling the board under the name "ouija," which was derived from the French, German and Dutch words meaning "yes" — oui and ja.

In 1966, Fuld sold the patent to the Parker Brothers (now Hasbro) game corporation, which began marketing the board as a game. Although the company does not release sales figures on its ouija board, anywhere from 20-25 million boards have been sold, according to an estimate by Mitch Horowitz, the editor-in-chief of Tarcher-Penguin books and author of "Ouija: How This American Anomaly Became More Than Just Fun and Games."

The world saw how well a ouija board could work in the blockbuster Hollywood horror film, "The Exorcist," a fictional account based on the true story of an exorcism performed in 1949 for a 13-year-old boy from Mount Ranier, Wash. Introduced to the board by an aunt, the boy used it to contact her spirit after she died. However, instead of contacting his aunt, he unwittingly contacted demons who disguised themselves as friendly spirits and eventually possessed him.

The board is one dangerous toy, writes Joel S. Peters, an apologist for Catholic Answers in San Diego, Calif.

"The ouija board is far from harmless, as it is a form of divination (seeking information from supernatural sources)," Peters writes. "The fact of the matter is, the ouija board really does work, and the only ‘spirits’ that will be contacted through it are evil ones . . ."

"Just because someone regards the board as harmless doesn’t mean it is," Peters said. "A disbelief in something does not necessarily mean that something isn’t real. The ouija board has an objective reality that exists apart from a person’s perception of it. In other words, it’s real even if you don’t believe it is."

Tarot Cards

Although there are many different theories about the origin of tarot cards (pronounced "tar-o"), there is some evidence that they originated in Italy in the 14th century, with the earliest recorded mention of their use dating to 1391, according to Father William Saunders, dean of the Notre Dame Graduate School of Christendom College, who wrote an article titled, "The History of Tarot Cards" for the Arlington (Va.) Catholic Herald.

Based in the occult, tarot cards are used predominantly for cartomancy, divination or fortune telling.

The modern history of the tarot, according to the New Age Almanac, can be traced to a French Huguenot pastor named Antoine Court de Gebelin (1719-1784). De Gebelin became active in Parisian freemasonry circles, and joined the Philalethes, a French Masonic occult order. He became an accomplished occult scholar and, through his various social connections, discovered the tarot. De Gebelin believed the occult symbolism of the cards tied them to ancient Egypt, although that has never been substantiated.

In 1783, a fortune teller known only as Etteilla published a book detailing a methodology for tarot cartomancy, and the use of the cards for fortune telling continues to this day.

Father Saunders describes the composition of the 78 cards in the tarot deck this way: "The pack of cards — known as the "Tarocco" — is made up of 22 major "enigmas," whose figures represent a synthesis of the mysteries of life, and 56 minor images incorporating 14 figures in four series (gold, clubs, swords and goblets)." The gold series symbolizes intellectual activity; the club series symbolizes government; the sword series symbolizes the military; and the goblet series symbolizes the priesthood. "Practitioners of Tarot believe that these enigmas, images and series represent the sum of the knowledge of all sciences, particularly astrology, and that the permutations in "dealing with the cards" is capable of revealing the future and solving all problems," Father Saunders writes.

The occult links of ouija boards and tarot cards may not be immediately obvious to some individuals, especially when they are sold as children’s games. Some people fall unwittingly into the habit of using the divining devices without realizing they have exposed themselves to the influence of demonic spirits.

Because of such hidden dangers, strong warnings against all forms of divination are found throughout Scripture and in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

One such admonition is found in the book of Deuteronomy: "Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist [spiritualist] or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord." (18:10-12)

The Catechism also notes that, along with breaking the first commandment, the use of divination devices is wrong because they "conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers." (No. 2116)

"To invoke Satan or any other power, to enter the darkness [the occult] for any assistance, or to attempt to usurp powers which belong to God alone is a defiance of the authority of almighty God," warns Father Saunders. "To commit such acts is to turn away from God and place our own souls in jeopardy."

Boycott Hasbro’s pink Ouija board for girls!
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=38#more-38 

By Susan Brinkmann, February 3, 2010
A Canadian man once heavily involved in the occult is launching a boycott of both Hasbro and Toys-R-Us for marketing a new pink Ouija board for girls ages eight and up.

"This is the mainstreaming of the occult," said John Cain, 50, of Ottawa, Canada. He first spotted something about the pink Ouija board on a January 28 post appearing on the Catholic Answers Forum and decided to look into it.

He found an ad for the toy on the Toys R Us website which proudly proclaimed: "Now the OUIJA Board is just for you, girl." The new flashy pink board comes with 72 questions to ask the board, a carrying case with storage pockets and instructions for how to use it to contact the dead. "Make up your own questions, and let the OUIJA Board satisfy your curiosity in virtually endless ways," the site says. "OUIJA Board will answer. It’s just a game – or is it?"

One girl commented about the board on the site: "This is fun and entertaining and might scare little kids but they love it. I love the cards it comes with and the pink. (Love the color) Cute!"

Referring to it as a "real portal to the other world," another young fan wrote: "This product is amazing; I’ve personally summoned three ghosts who were really cute and died the best."

Mr. Cain, who was deeply involved in the occult earlier in his life, was so outraged by the marketing of such a dangerous "toy" to children that he launched a boycott the very next day.

"I’m a Catholic and I know it’s stated in the Catechism and the Bible that divination and necromancy are off-limits," he said. "But the middle-of-the-road group, people who have either fallen away from the Church or don’t have any religious affiliation, they think that when a big corporation like Hasbro and Toys R Us makes it appear so innocuous, it makes them wonder 'how bad can this be?' So they buy it and introduce it to their children. Kids wouldn’t even know about Ouija boards unless it was marketed directly toward them."

This is not the first time Hasbro and Toys-R-Us have come under fire for marketing the board to kids. According to Stephen Phelan, Communications Manager for Human Life International (HLI), he contacted people at Toys R Us about the Ouija board several years ago but the retailer denied carrying it.
"There was talk of a boycott, but in the face of denials from Toys R Us and a lack of proof, the boycott went away," Mr. Phelan said by e-mail.

It was not until he was contacted by John Cain last week that he became aware of the new boycott and was only too happy to back the project. "Let’s boycott both Hasbro for making these, and Toys R Us for marketing them to children and parents – and for Toys R Us previously denying that they sold them," Mr. Phelan said.

He went on to issue the strongest warning against the use of these boards. "No one should be messing with Ouija boards, especially Christians who should know better. They are not toys. They are not safe; they are what they say they are, a portal to talk to 'spirits' that you really don’t want to deal with."

Milton Bradley does nothing to hide these dark realities while advertising its "glow in the dark" version of the board. "Evil spirits! Wake the dead! Consult the board of omens!" the ad encourages. "The classic Ouija board has the answers to all questions, except the mysterious powers that determine its answers!"

Those mysterious powers became horrifyingly real for millions of movie-goers in the 1970’s with the movie, The Exorcist. The film was based on the true story of a 12 year old boy named Robbie who was using a Ouija board to contact who he thought was a recently deceased aunt when he became possessed by a demon.

Unfortunately, stories of demonic possession, oppression, and even insanity and suicide associated with the board have been reported by a range of professionals such as policemen, psychologists, medical doctors, even mediums and spiritualists.

For instance, a New York City policeman named Ralph Sarchie is an expert in demonology who has investigated witches and Satanists and assisted at more than a dozen exorcisms while working at the 46th precinct in the South Bronx. He claims that "innocent" board games like the Ouija board are one of the biggest dangers of the occult.

"There ought to be a law against these evil, occult 'toys'," he writes in his book, Beware the Night. "I can hear some of you out there saying, 'Hey, I used an Ouija board and nothing happened.' Consider yourself lucky, then. It’s like playing Russian roulette. When you put the gun to your head, if you don’t hear a loud noise, you made it. Same thing with the board: The more times you pull the trigger, the more likely that on the next shot, your entire world will go black."

This is why the Lord so vehemently forbids any contact with the occult or its many devices.

In Deuteronomy 18: 10-12 we are told: "Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord."

Sadly, most children "wouldn’t even know about Ouija boards unless it was marketed directly toward them," Mr. Cain said, which is why he’s hoping the boycott will exert enough pressure to convince Hasbro and Toys R Us to withdraw these dangerous toys from the market.

To join the boycott, visit http://www.boycottowl.com/Hasbro/84
Toys R Us to “phase out” pink Ouija Board
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3983
By Susan Brinkmann, February 8, 2010

During the same week that a nationwide boycott of Hasbro and Toys R Us was launched over the marketing of a pink ouija board for girls, Toys R Us has removed the product from their website and claims they are “phasing out” the product.

Kathleen Waugh, spokesperson for Toys R Us, claims to have known nothing about the boycott when the board was removed from the site.

“This item has been on clearance for a while,” she said. “It was introduced in 2008 and it’s been on clearance because we’re phasing it out and new products are being introduced for 2010. It sold out on the web site and we have very few pieces left in our stores.”

According to Ms. Waugh, they have no intention of ordering more pink Ouija boards from Hasbro. However, Hasbro, which manufacturers the board, claims Toys R Us is the only place where the board is sold in the USA and Canada.

Their spokesperson, Donetta Allen, claimed to know nothing about the Toys R Us plans to phase out the board.

“Ouija continues to be a popular game in the family game category,” Ms. Allen said, noting that Hasbro has been making the board since 1967.

“Ouija is simply a game — and it is intended purely for fun and entertainment,” she said.

This occult-based “game,” which is used to communicate with the dead, has a long and dark history. Its use by a young boy to contact a favorite aunt who had died was the cause of the famous demonic possession portrayed in the blockbuster film, The Exorcist. Stories of possession, oppression, mental and emotional breakdowns, even insanity and suicide have been associated with the board according to professionals such as psychologists, medical doctors and law enforcement officials.

The man who launched the boycott two weeks ago, John Cain of Ottawa, Ontario, isn’t buying it. “Personally I do not believe Toys R Us about their plans to phase out this item,” he said. “Their track record speaks for itself concerning this issue; when contacted in 2008 by Stephan Phelan of Human Life International, they not only denied selling the pink version but also claimed they sold no Ouija boards what so ever.”

He believes Hasbro will wait this and go back to business as usual after the dust settles. “To cave in (to the boycott) would set a bad precedent for them,” Cain said. “Their pockets are deep enough to withstand a brief media storm.”
He also discovered that publicity from the boycott caused the price of the game to more than double. For example, Amazon’s price rose from $19.95 to $44.95.

“Hopefully, the cost of this device will drive it from sight,” Cain said.

While Toys R Us may be “phasing out” the pink board, it continues to market a “Glow in the Dark” version to children ages 8+.
Majority of “worst cases” of demonic activity linked to use of Ouija boards

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=969#more-969
By Susan Brinkmann, May 17, 2011

Most people are familiar with the story behind the movie, The Exorcist, about a little boy who became possessed by a devil after trying to reach his deceased aunt through an ouija board. But what they don’t know is that this is only one of many horror stories associated with dabblers in the once-called "talking board".




Consider the account of a New York City policeman named Ralph Sarchie, who is also an expert in demonology. While working in the 46th precinct in South Bronx, he investigated witches, Satanists and assisted at more than a dozen exorcisms. He claims that "innocent" board games like the Ouija board are one of the biggest dangers of the occult.

"There ought to be a law against these evil, occult 'toys'," he writes in his book, Beware the Night. "I can hear some of you out there saying, 'Hey, I used an Ouija board and nothing happened.' Consider yourself lucky, then. 

It’s like playing Russian roulette. When you put the gun to your head, if you don’t hear a loud noise, you made it. Same thing with the board: The more times you pull the trigger, the more likely that on the next shot, your entire world will go black."

In a multi-part series http://www.ankerberg.com/Articles/_PDFArchives/new-age/NA1W0503.pdf detailing the dangers of using the Ouija board, Dr. John Ankerberg and Dr. John Weldon list even more experts who warn people away from this dangerous game. 

They cite the testimony of medium Carl Wickland, M.D. who referred to his own encounters with the board when he wrote of "the cases of several persons whose seemingly harmless experiences with automatic writing and the ouija board resulted in such wild insanity that commitment to asylums was necessitated." 

The series also refers to the findings of psychic researchers Ed and Lorraine Warren who came upon a house where a Ouija board was being used that became "infested" with evil spirits.

A noted occultist, Manly P. Hall, founder of the Philosophical Research Society and considered one of the leading authorities on the occult in the 20th century recalled in the October-December 1944 edition of Horizon magazine: "During the last 25 years I have had considerable personal experience with persons who have complicated their lives through dabbling with the Ouija board. Out of every hundred such cases, at least 95 are worse off for the experience. . . .I know of broken homes, estranged families, and even suicides that can be traced directly to this source."

And yet in spite of this evidence, ouija boards are still a top selling game for children. Available in most toy stores in the game section, Milton Bradley advertises its "glow in the dark" version with the surprisingly accurate exhortation: "Evil spirits! Wake the dead! Consult the board of omens! The classic Ouija board has the answers to all questions, except the mysterious powers that determine its answers!"  

Could anything this dangerous possibly be marketed as a child’s toy?  

Of course! It was only after a former occultist from Canada organized a boycott that Hasbro decided to discontinue selling a pink ouija board http://womenofgrace.com/breaking_news/?p=3943 for girls. Lest anyone think we’re hitting the panic button, consider this comment left on the Toys R Us website while the board was still available. A young fan called it a "real portal to the other world" and admitted to using it to "personally summon three ghosts who were really cute and died the best."  

Has our Potter-saturated society become so desensitized to the dangers of the occult that we allow our children to think this kind of thing is a game?  

In spite of what people may or may not choose to believe about the ouija board, it remains a very dangerous toy, writes Catholic apologist Joel S. Peters for Catholic Answers.

"The Ouija board is far from harmless, as it is a form of divination (seeking information from supernatural sources). The fact of the matter is, the Ouija board really does work, and the only 'spirits' that will be contacted through it are evil ones. Just because someone regards the board as harmless doesn’t mean it is," Peters writes.  

"A disbelief in something does not necessarily mean that something isn’t real. The Ouija board has an objective reality that exists apart from a person’s perception of it. In other words, it’s real even if you don’t believe in it."  
On the experiential side, he says, the experience of the Church’s exorcists has proven that the boards are far from harmless. "Some investigating supernatural phenomena from a Catholic perspective have gone so far as to say that 90 percent of their very worst cases involving demonic activity have been linked to the use of the Ouija board."

Thankfully, people are taking a stand. Two Toronto residents became concerned about the new prevalence of ouija boards in their city, as well as a new movie, The Unleashed, which will debut in July of this year, that openly promotes the board. To fight this disturbing new trend, they started a Facebook page called the Anti-Ouija Alliance https://www.facebook.com/antiouijaalliance which is dedicated to alerting people about the dangers of the ouija board.  Check it out and say a prayer that their efforts to warn others will be successful.

New Halloween Thriller Comes with Free Ouija Board
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=34404#more-34404
By Susan Brinkmann, October 23, 2014

A new supernatural horror film based on the dangers of contacting spirits through an Ouija board opens tomorrow.  AMC Theaters is giving away free Ouija boards to the first 100 people to buy tickets.

“This week the spooky, supernatural thriller OUIJA hits AMCs everywhere and we have 100 Ouija boards to give away to some very ‘lucky’ people,” the contest site declares.

“Lucky” is not exactly the adjective I would use to describe the winners. And after seeing the trailer, which appears to be quite candid about the dark and murderous spirits that can be summoned with an Ouija board, we can only hope the “winners” will think twice before playing with their new “game”.

Ouija was directed by Stiles White and produced by Platinum Dunes (the same people who brought us that All-American slasher, The Texas Chainsaw Massacre) is based on the story of a girl who is killed by a dark spirit in a tragic accident. A group of her close teenage friends attempt to contact her through an Ouija board. Instead, they conjure murderous spirits that begin to haunt and torment them with all kinds of gory manifestations.

I was amazed to read how accurately the movie reviews depict the central plot of this movie, stating that it’s about a bunch of teens who realize “that the Ouija board is not just a game; it’s real life.”

They got that right!

Anyone with even a fundamental knowledge of the occult knows that nothing good ever comes out of a Ouija board. In fact, exorcists from around the world say that some of the toughest cases of possession begin with the use of this board.

One of the most famous cases of demonic possession, that of a young boy named “Robbie”, (not his real name) was depicted in the movie, The Exorcist. Robbie’s troubles all began when he tried to contact a favorite aunt after her sudden death with the Ouija board they used to “play” with when she was alive. It seemed to work, but then Robbie’s personality began to change and their home became infested with poltergeist activity. From there, it all spiraled downward until Robbie was laying in a hospital ward surrounded by baffled doctors who finally declared him to be a case of authentic demonic possession. He was successfully exorcised on Easter Monday, 1949.

But the dangers of the board aren’t just coming from religious-minded folks. Consider the work of Ralph Sarchie, a New York City policeman from the 46th precinct in South Bronx who became an expert in demonology after investigating cases concerning witches and Satanists. He’s the first one to say that “innocent” board games like the Ouija board are one of the biggest dangers of the occult.

“There ought to be a law against these evil, occult ‘toys,’” he writes in his book, Beware the Night. “I can hear some of you out there saying, ‘Hey, I used a Ouija board and nothing happened.’ Consider yourself lucky, then. It’s like playing Russian roulette. When you put the gun to your head, if you don’t hear a loud noise, you made it. Same thing with the board: The more times you pull the trigger, the more likely that on the next shot, your entire world will go black.”

It was very interesting to read the comments posted on the AMC contest site with some folks insisting that the Ouija is just a game while others warn them to stay away.

For example, one person who identified as a “Wiccan” wrote: “Please remember the Ouija is not a toy. Some people should not even use or attempt to use one. You can actually summon spirits through them. And spirits will lie. They may act nice at first but they can become very, very evil and do demented things. They can and will harm you and others if they get out. They are smarter than you think. And remember, don’t use it alone when you are most vulnerable.”

Others scoff at such a view and exhibit the dangerously distorted notion that things are only real if you believe they are. “Things are only given power, if you believe in it,” one commenter wrote. “You bring it alive, other than that it’s just a . . . board.” Another commenter stated my feelings about this contest very succinctly. “. . . This give away is the worst thing ever done. You may as well cut out the middle man and raise the demons from hell. This is nothing but trouble.”

Ouija Boards: The New Christmas “Must Buy”
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=35427#more-35427
By Susan Brinkmann, December 2, 2014

With exorcists warning about the dangerous increase in occult activity occurring around the world today, the situation is about to get worse after a popular Halloween movie has made the Ouija board one of the most popular Christmas gifts of the season. 
The Daily Mail is reporting on the new commercial success of the Ouija board since the release of the movie, Ouija, this past Halloween. Google is reporting sales of the board are up 300 percent, leading to what some are calling a new renaissance in the board’s popularity. This sales boom is exactly what the toy giant, Hasbro, had in mind when it helped finance the movie earlier this fall. Even though the film was largely panned by critics, teens were intrigued with the thriller and the boards are now flying off the shelves.

“To some, the Ouija board represents a harmless form of enjoyment, a pretend-scary rite of passage for teenagers in search of thrills on a stormy night,” the Mail reports. “But to others, churchmen included, it is a danger to be avoided, a trigger for psychological harm — or something worse.”

For instance, a Catholic priest and exorcist who is based in Dublin warned that playing with the board can lead to horrifying results. “It’s easy to open up evil spirits but it’s very hard to get rid of them,” he told the Independent. ”People, especially young people and teenagers who are likely to experiment with Ouija boards on a whim, can be very naive in thinking that they are only contacting the departed souls of loved-ones when they attempt to communicate with the dead using the boards.”

As a result, the demonic spirits they contact end up infecting their lives with all kinds of trouble.

“It’s like opening a shutter in one’s soul and letting in the supernatural,’ says Peter Irwin-Clark, a Church of England vicar who is familiar with the occult. “There are spiritual realities out there and they can be very negative.”

He remains adamantly opposed to the sale of Ouija boards as toys.

“It is absolutely appalling. I would very strongly advise parents not to buy Ouija boards for children.”

Some of the manifestations that can occur as a result of use include “having strange dreams, strange things happening to them, even poltergeist activity,” he said.

Exorcists claim that some of the worst cases of possession begin with Ouija boards, as evidenced by the case which became the basis for the blockbuster film, The Exorcist.

In his article on the Ouija board, John Ankerberg cites the work of Carl Wickland, M.D., who wrote about ‘the cases of several persons whose seemingly harmless experiences with automatic writing and the Ouija board resulted in such wild insanity that commitment to asylums was necessitated.”

The late Reverend Tom Willis, a Minister of Deliverance for the Anglican Archdiocese of York in the UK for half a century, corroborated Wickland’s findings. “In the Sixties, the Ouija board caused so many problems — people ending up in mental hospitals because of what they have experienced,” Willis said in 2012.

Concerned parents have joined forces in the past to launch boycotts of the boards, such as this boycott of a new pink Ouija board directed at young girls which occurred in 2010.

But sales continue as dabbling in the occult arts becomes an increasingly popular past-time for youngsters, many of whom were raised on Hollywood’s version of the occult, such as Harry Potter and Twilight, where magic spells and evil forces never seem to harm anyone except the bad guys.

In real life, nothing can be further from the truth.
Teen Allegedly Possessed After Using Ouija Phone App 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=43960#more-43960
By Susan Brinkmann, October 9, 2015

Doctors in Peru are trying to determine the cause of a young teen’s violent seizures and screams of “666” and “let me go” after she began playing with a Ouija board on a mobile phone app. 

The Daily Mail http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3261849/Teenage-girl-rushed-hospital-screaming-Devil-possessed-used-Ouija-board-app-smartphone.html#ixzz3noeXHmt0 is reporting on the case of Patricia Quispe of Chosica, which is in the Lima province of Peru, who friends say began acting strangely after they began playing with a Ouija board cell phone app for a “bit of fun” and to communicate with the spirit of the world. Quispe returned home later and her parents noticed that she seemed unwell. When she began convulsing and foaming at the mouth, they called an ambulance, thinking she may have eaten something or taken a drug that caused an allergic reaction. When they called her friends, they told the Quispes about the phone app. By the time Quispe arrived at the hospital, she was thrashing and screaming for her mother and yelling at the devil to “let me go”. A video taken at the hospital shows staff trying to restrain her while she convulses violently and shouts “666”. She also shouts at her mother, “Please give me my phone” and “Mum, these doctors don’t know what they’re doing, take me home.” Medics confirmed that she had extraordinary strength and spoke in a different voice while they struggled to restrain her. Witness told local news outlets that they had no doubt she was possessed by “satanic spirits” while playing with the Ouija board app. Doctors have admitted her to the psychiatric ward while they try to determine what exactly is causing her strange behavior. The Ouija board is considered one of the most dangerous occult “toys” by exorcists who say some of the most difficult cases of possession start with this “game”. 
Angel Boards are Ouija Boards in Disguise 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=45367#more-45367
By Susan Brinkmann, December 4, 2015

MB asks: “What are Angel Boards? They look a lot like Ouija Boards. Are they the same thing and are they safe to use?” 

Angel boards are just as dangerous as Ouija boards, perhaps more so because they haves the same purpose as a Ouija board – contacting “spirits” – only they pretend to be summoning guardian angels to make it seem less dangerous. For those of you who have never heard of these boards, they are similar to Ouija boards and are used to contact angels and spirit guides. 

Here’s how Amazon describes the board it sells new for $499: “The Guiding Light Angel Board is a message board that will help connect you with your angels on a much higher level. Angels and Spirit Guides can be our messengers to many of life’s difficult questions. We are often faced with everyday obstacles; ‘The Guiding Light Angel Board’ can give you clear guidance about your family, career, health, love or any other issues of importance.” These boards are used to evoke spirits which is a direct violation of the first commandment and the very scriptural prohibition of the practice of necromancy. Here’s how an angel board practitioner named Jacky Newcomb http://all-about-angels.webeden.co.uk/angel-boards/4579848874, who calls herself an afterlife expert, goes about using the board. First, she makes sure she was physically ready to use the board in order to gain “the highest levels of vibration” – meaning she made sure she wasn’t tired, drunk or on drugs when using the board. She starts a session by saying a prayer and then evoking whatever spirits she wants to communicate with by saying something like, “We would like to make contact with our guardian angels and spiritual guides; positive, loving and uplifting messages.” In addition to lighting a candle to symbolize “bringing in the light”, she also puts a large piece of clear quartz crystal on the tale because “it helps to amplify the loving energy.” The room where the reading is taking place is often smudged http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=661 and she makes sure to inform the people accompanying her that in order to protect themselves from “negative energies” they must imagine themselves surrounded by a white light of protection. “For best results we had between 3-5 people sitting round the board,” Newcomb explains. “Each person placed one finger on the glass or pointer. I never used the phrase …’is anybody there..?’ because of course I never wanted to communicate with just anybody! So I always began by using a similar ritual to that described earlier. Then asking if we could speak to our loving guides or guardian angels.” Once the pointer begins to move, she asks who is communicating. If she doesn’t like the spirit, she “politely” asks it to leave. She would call upon who she believed was the Archangel Michael to escort the spirt away. Otherwise, participants asked questions and the planchette was used to spell out answers similar to how an ouija board is used. She goes on to tell people that angel boards are not unsafe if used with care – much like we need to be careful while driving a car. She then makes the totally erroneous assertion that “YOU are in control at all times – or you should be. If you don’t feel that you are then stop using the board.” 
This is so dangerous on so many levels. When a person evokes spirits of the dead, he or she is never in control because they are dealing with preternatural forces. These are powerful beings who are possessed of super-human intelligence, strength and cunning. Only the most naïve would think that they can control summoned spirits merely by “politely” asking them to come or go. Just because the board is designed to evoke angels doesn’t mean they’re good angels! Remember, God specifically condemns the practice of seeking oracles from the dead (See Deuteronomy 18:10; Leviticus 19:31, 20:6 and 20:27; Isaiah 8:19). He would never contradict Himself by allowing a good angel – who exists solely to do His will – to consort with a medium. Imagining oneself to be surrounded by a white light of protection is no more capable of protecting a person from Satan than it would be to protect your house from intrusion. The Archangel Michael does not respond to the requests of mediums to escort away demonic entities that they deliberately evoke! When a person engages in these kinds of activities, they have cut themselves off from God and are on their own. To equate the need to be careful when consorting with preternatural powers to being careful behind the wheel is like saying a person is in as much danger when confronting an inexperienced teen driver on the road as they are when staring down the barrel of a loaded gun held in the hand of a homicidal maniac. Needless to say, angel boards should be strictly avoided. 
Reddit users describe Ouija horror stories 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54635
October 31, 2016
A Reddit user forum quickly filled up with frightening first-hand accounts of people’s experiences with Ouija boards – and none of them were good.

The Daily Mail is reporting on a Reddit forum (warning: some foul language on this site) where users were asked to share their personal experiences with Ouija boards and resulted in more than 200 comments from people who had negative and even deadly results after using the board. Many of the people admitted to being so frightened by their first experience that they never used the board again.
For example, one user wrote: “I got an Ouija board for Christmas when I was in 6th grade (great Christmas present, huh?). That night, I went over to my best friend’s house and brought the Ouija board with me. We went up to her room, set it on the floor, and asked, ‘Is there anyone in the room with us?’ The pointer-thingie spelled out ‘Ruth’ which was my grandma’s name and her great-aunt’s name. Both my grandma and her great-aunt had died that year. We threw the board back in the box and were totally freaked out. I brought it home and put it in my closet, but every time I looked at the box it gave me this horrible, creepy feeling, so I ended up throwing it in the dumpster a couple years later.”

Another user wrote: “I was about 12 or 13 spending the night at a friend’s house, goofing around with the Ouija board with him & his sister and we were getting all sorts of gibberish plus words spelled out, just kind of scaring ourselves for fun not taking it very seriously when we got the message ‘I can see you through the window’ and then ‘I can see you through his eyes’ or something like that…
We asked it more questions and it said ‘I’m under the car’ so we somehow got up the nerve to go out with a flashlight and peer under the car, where we saw a huge black stray cat which was hissing. We ran inside freaking out and at that exact moment the power failed and all the lights in the house went out. . . . Few minutes later the power came back and we sat up till dawn that night scared and never played with the board again.”

Some experiences were even more terrifying. “My wife and I had some unexplained things going on in the house we were renting. So we got a board so we could try to figure out what we were dealing with. Bad idea. The board was just a standard plain board. We used it one night to speak with (hopefully) our spirit. What we didn’t realize is that Ouija boards open the door for anything to come through and speak. The looking piece flew off the board near the end of our session and we had no real answers to anything. We were speaking with something, but it was very evasive with its answers. Things got worse in the house and we eventually broke our lease and moved. . . .”

The same user described that before they used the board, the “unexplained things going in the house” were simply annoying such as radios and TVs going on by themselves and water running. (These are classic signs of demonic infestation.)

Beware of new Ouija movie
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54877       

November 9, 2016
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Get prepared for another round of Ouija madness after the October 21 release of Ouija: Origin of Evil, a prequel to the not-so-blockbuster 2014 Ouija. The new film, which is directed by Mike Flanagan and written by Flanagan and Jeff Howard, stars Elizabeth Reaser (Alice Zander), Annalise Basso (Lina Zander) and Lulu Wilson (Doris Zander). Thus far, reviewers are praising the film, not because it’s so terrific but because it’s better than the previous film.

This movie is based on the story of nine year-old Doris Zander whose widowed mother, Alice, works as a phony fortune teller and medium in 1967 Los Angeles. Alice’s two daughters, Lina and Doris, stage the tricks Alice uses to convince customers that she’s got a real connection to the afterlife.

The girls convince their mother to incorporate Ouija board readings into her practice and plot to rig the board with magnets to make it seem like it’s working. While using this ploy to bilk customers out of their hard-earned money, Alice accidentally contacts a spirit named Marcus who temporarily possesses little Doris. Alice ends the session without saying goodbye, which breaks what are presented as three “core rules” (as if demons would even consider abiding by them). The three rules are to always say goodbye, never play alone, and never play in a graveyard.

The story goes downhill from there.

Young Doris begins to use the board and contacts a number of spirits. A priest named Father Tom gets involved when Doris’ homework assignments cause suspicion at school, but eventually ends up possessed himself.

The three Zander women begin to contact who they believe is their dead husband/father, which eventually leads to Doris being fully possessed. She kills her sister’s boyfriend by snapping his neck.

Chaos ensues with all kinds of supernatural attacks by possessed family members. Lina kills both her mother and her possessed sister Doris (by sewing her mouth shut) and ends up in a mental institution after being convicted of murder. (Talk about a dark ending!)

In a review for Common Sense Media by Jeffrey M. Anderson, the movie is described as having “plenty of scares and creepy scenes, but they’re mostly bloodless.” The film does include some language but there is no sexual content.

“Overall, the movie is scary, with some weird/darkly funny moments, but it has bleak themes and ends on a downbeat note,” Anderson writes. “[T]he . . . death-heavy ending, makes the movie recommendable only to hardened horror fans.”

Notwithstanding the fact that it’s better than the last movie, the only good thing about the movie is that it correctly describes the kind of evil that can be conjured through Ouija boards, something that is well documented by exorcists.

However, in spite of the horror it depicts, children will still be tempted to play with the board for a “thrill” which is why this movie gets a definite thumbs-down from this reviewer.

UPDATE
Soccer team gives away divination toy
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=58023     

April 4, 2017
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One of our devoted readers has reported that the Washington Nationals baseball team gave away Magic Eight Balls to the first 20,000 people to walk through the door yesterday as a gimmick to attract fans to opening day festivities.
Although most people believe the Magic 8 Ball is just a toy, it was actually the creation of a man named Albert Carter in the 1940’s who fashioned the Syco-Seer, a fortune-telling “crystal ball” that was inspired by a device his mother Mary used as a professional psychic.
Apparently, Mary was a well-known Cincinnati medium and clairvoyant who is said to have successfully revealed the future for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes, as well as other celebrities. Mary used what she called a Psycho-Slate, which was a blackboard with a lid on it. When a client would ask a question, she would close the lid of the board, and everyone was said to hear the sound of chalk scratching across the board. When the scratching noises stopped, she would open the lid and reveal the answer that was written by the spirits “from the other side” that she was consorting with (read demons).

Her son decided to come up with his own version of the gadget but died before he could bring it to market. After his death, his brother-in-law, Abe Bookman, took the Syco-Seer and transformed it into a black-and-white 8 ball with a floating 20-sided die inside. When the ball is shaken, the die floats to the surface and reveals an answer to a question about the future.
Time.com lists this as #18 on their list of the top 100 toys of all time.

Just because the secular world calls it a “toy,” doesn’t mean it is. Remember, that’s what they said about the Ouija board (who didn’t make Time’s list by the way) – you know, the same toy that is responsible for some of the toughest cases of possession according to exorcists.

Ironically, the Nationals only worry about the balls is that they might be thrown during the game so they decided to give out vouchers which can be used to pick up the “toys” after the game. If only throwing it at someone was the most harm that could be done by this “toy!”

The moral of this story is – don’t be fooled. Divination is always wrong, regardless of its packaging.

DOWSING OUIJA BOARD DIVINATION-SUSAN BRINKMANN


http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DOWSING_OUIJA_BOARD_DIVINATION-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
Are Gaia Cards OK to use?

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=59270         

June 8, 2017
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SG writes: “Might you be so kind as to let me know if this new stuff I have learned from a new friend is going against GOD our only healer or if I am ok using these cards . . . as positive things and affirmations? I was born and raised Baptist now Methodist and I need to know as I am very unsure and don’t want to open the door to witch craft.”
The use of Gaia cards would be opening the door to evil because they are based in the occult art of divination.
For those who have never heard of them, Gaia cards come in the form of a 45-card deck and are used to divine the future and “find the answers you seek.”

The most popular cards in use today are the creation of an artist named Toni Carmine Salerno who posits a much different explanation of the creation of the universe than what Christian’s encounter in Scripture.

“Far back in time, light from the underlying fabric of creation burst forth creating the super-luminous event through which our Universe was born. Time began its endless journey through ever-expanding space. The early universe was simply a sea of particles floating through space and time. But life’s invisible wheels were already in motion and over time the sea of particles became a sea of stars from which Gaia, our Earth, was born; a living, breathing entity; our Goddess, our Mother and our reflection. Gaia Oracle will point you in love’s direction and help you find the answers you seek.”

The cards are said to offer guidance, affirmations and transformation to those who use them.

As this reviewer of the cards says, “I have found the Gaia Oracle deck to be very supportive and helpful in connecting with spiritual life on a daily basis.”

It’s important to point out that regardless of how “positive” and “supportive” the affirmations in these cards may sound, they are based on a belief in a Greek deity named Gaia, who is otherwise known as the Mother Earth goddess. Therefore, using these cards is a violation of the First Commandment – “Thou shall not have other gods beside me.” (Exodus 20:3)

Resorting to the occult art of divination is also strictly forbidden in Scripture.

“Let there not be found among you anyone . . . who practices divination . . . Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord. . . ” (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

Anytime a person turns to forces that are not sourced in God, they open the door to demonic entities which can begin to wreak serious havoc on their lives through more direct means such as in the form of infestation and/or oppression. The only way to shut this door once it has been opened is to personally renounce all involvement in these activities and repent of this activity before Jesus (for Catholics, this should be done in sacramental confession).

RELATED FILES
DIVINATION-PENDULUMS RADIESTHESIA AND OUIJA BOARD-DR EDWIN A NOYES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DIVINATION-PENDULUMS_RADIESTHESIA_AND_OUIJA_BOARD-DR_EDWIN_A_NOYES.doc
PENDULUM DOWSING, RADIESTHESIA AND WATER DIVINING-SUMMARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PENDULUM_DOWSING_RADIESTHESIA_AND_WATER_DIVINING-SUMMARY.doc
SUSAN BRINKMANN/WOMEN OF GRACE RELATED FILES
CRITICISM OF THE WOMEN OF GRACE BLOG-MICHAEL PRABHU
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISM_OF_THE_WOMEN_OF_GRACE_BLOG-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc 

ACUPUNCTURE ACUPRESSURE SHIATSU REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ACUPUNCTURE_ACUPRESSURE_SHIATSU_REFLEXOLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
APPLIED KINESIOLOGY MUSCLE TESTING TOUCH FOR HEALTH THERAPEUTIC TOUCH-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/APPLIED_KINESIOLOGY_MUSCLE_TESTING_TOUCH_FOR_HEALTH_THERAPEUTIC_TOUCH-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc   
AROMATHERAPY ESSENTIAL OILS HERBAL MEDICINES-SUSAN BRINKMANN

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AROMATHERAPY_ESSENTIAL_OILS_HERBAL_MEDICINES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
ASTROLOGY-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ASTROLOGY-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
CENTERING PRAYER-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
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