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MICHAEL PRABHU AUGUST 4, 2021
It’s Time to Imitate Our Forefathers: Never Give Up!
https://onepeterfive.com/its-time-to-imitate-our-forefathers-never-give-up/ 
Dr. Peter Kwasniewski, July 28, 2021
The past two weeks have been highly emotional for many Catholics. We felt anger, and justifiably so. We talked incessantly about what had happened, about what might happen in the future, about how we could respond, and about the meaning of it all. 

But sooner or later, the initial shock wears off and the anger subsides, yielding place—in far too many souls—to sadness, depression, despondency, lethargy, or, worst of all, a desire to give up. For that is indeed the worst thing tradition-loving Catholics could do—to stop praying, working, and fighting for traditional Catholicism and its crowning glory, the Tridentine Mass.
One can see on social media the difference between the cholerics and the melancholics, between the tireless confronters and the worn-out pewsitters. The cholerics will keep fighting until their last breath, but the melancholic might shrug his shoulders and say: “Oh well, I guess now that Francis has given my bishop the power to kill the Mass, and my bishop has killed it, I should just start going to the best Novus Ordo I can find in a half-hour radius, and put up with the mediocre music and the multitudinous lay ministers. It’s over: the TLM is dead. Our movement has been sunk and we should get on with life.”
Believe me, I get the feelings of frustration and weariness, the desire to stop fighting, the wish to live a “normal life” (or at least to pretend that one can do so after the motu proprio). Some even try to persuade themselves that they were mistaken to be in love with the great Catholic tradition—that they must have been “too attached” to it for their own good, and that this must be Providence’s way of purging them.
Friends, this is not the Spirit of God speaking: “for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control” (2 Tim 1:7). That way of talking to ourselves is a voice of discouragement that casts down and does not lift up, a voice turning us away from the glory God has revealed to us to draw us closer to Himself and to help rebuild His fallen Church. In every traditionalist heart has been planted a seed of awakening and awareness, of wonder and gratitude, that is meant to grow and bear abundant fruits in oneself and for others, “for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work of ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12). We must not walk away from that “glory streaming from heaven afar,” or plunge into a tailspin that profits neither ourselves nor those around us.
How was it that the Tridentine Mass and other traditional practices and customs ended up in our lives, in this second decade of the twenty-first century? Why are they still here when fifty years ago, Paul VI tried to suppress nearly the whole liturgical legacy of Catholicism? How could a pope who was riding high on centuries of ultramontanism—who, as it were, “trampled Trent by Trent”—have failed to succeed in his ambition?
There was one reason, and one reason alone: our forefathers in the traditionalist movement resisted, protested, sacrificed, and labored mightily to keep the patrimony of the Church alive when its appointed guardians were either indifferent to it or actively expelling it. These men and women wore out the steps of bishops’ houses and chanceries. They published pamphlets and gave talks, traveled to get-togethers, kept in touch across nations when doing so was more laborious than it is for us, sent representatives to knock on doors in Rome. They never stopped. The holy stubbornness of the first traditionalists, their unbending determination, their refusal to take no for an answer, is what rescued the Mass (and much else besides) and allowed it to reach you and me today. 
Will we do the same for our children and grandchildren, for Catholics in the distant future? Right now, we are the links in the living chain of transmission. If there is to be a Summorum Pontificum II (or something even better) down the road, we will be responsible for the conditions of its possibility by refusing to go away, refusing to let the Church hierarchy tread on us.
I find that few who attend the TLM in our times—especially young people and young families—are well acquainted with the long-drawn-out battle to save the Latin Mass against unbelievable odds, with barely any resources, motley troops, and precious few leaders. We need to know our history.
From the start of the traditionalist movement in the mid-1960s when the Mass began to be played with in earnest, a minority of concerned Catholics sought to retain great ecclesiastical traditions: Latin, Gregorian chant, celebration ad orientem, full ceremonial, appropriate vestments, the complex theologico-liturgical body of Catholic prayer refined and matured over the centuries. 
The publication of Paul VI’s Apostolic Constitution Missale Romanum in 1969—a document named more subtly, but no less mendaciously, than Francis’s Apostolic Letter Traditionis Custodes—galvanized the nascent movement, which shifted from defending this or that quality of traditional worship to defending the totality of the heritage embodied in the previous liturgical books (the lex orandi), including the doctrine they express (the lex credendi) and the way of life they support (the lex vivendi).
Throughout the 1970s and into the 1980s, it was a desperate uphill battle. Literate laymen, asking for a few crumbs from the master’s table, vied against powerful bishops and cardinals who, as often as not, slammed the door in their faces. Petitions were written up and signed, frequently to no avail. Letters were published again and again in newspapers and magazines. If not ignored, these letters were treated to humiliating and condescending replies from diocesan liturgists: “You’ll get used to it and soon love it!” (Want to see an example? Check this one out. We’re hearing similar things today from well-meaning Catholics who just don’t get it.) It didn’t matter that the traditionalists always had the better arguments, as we can relish in the episode of William F. Buckley Jr.’s Firing Line with Michael Davies and Malachi Martin; they had no power, no position, no credibility, no numbers.
I want to share with you some recollections sent to me recently by an elderly Englishman who lived through the revolution. Take careful note:
Now that the TLM is under direct threat from a pope, it might be a good time to make the younger generation who are the majority in TLM parishes aware of the history of the Latin Mass movement and the seemingly impossible struggles in those early days when all did seem lost. It is indeed an unsettling time right now, and one which I thought we had put behind us. I started to serve Mass in 1952 and was in my twenties when the changes started to be imposed. I loved the Mass and Benediction and could not believe what was happening; it was as if the Church had gone mad. In the 1960s it seemed that all the young people were into drugs of all kinds—LSD, for example. I was approached on a number of occasions to “see if I was interested.” My reply was always the same: the only drug I needed was incense; nothing else came close. I was usually met with incomprehension.
During the very bleak days of the 1970s and 80s, I witnessed the wanton destruction of lovely parish churches but I was a voice crying in the wilderness—to coin a phrase—in my parish and diocese. Priests and altar servers were warned against fraternising with me; a bishop told me my constant criticism of the Church’s liturgy would drive my family away from the practice of their religion. Under the English Indult we were granted three Masses per year at a country parish on a Wednesday evening at 7:30pm, with no advertising. On one occasion we asked for another because a special feast of some English martyrs fell on a Wednesday. The Bishop was very angry and said that if we did not stop pressuring him he would stop the lot!
I met Michael Davies in 1980 and we became regular correspondents and eventually great friends. In the 1980s a thaw started and the temperature kept gradually improving until 2007 when the sun finally came out. This scandalous document from our current pontiff (isn’t a pontiff supposed to be a “bridge builder”?) is doomed to fail and there are early positive signs that it will. Any senior prelate will see through this motu proprio and distance himself from it. They will have to be discreet but they will do so. My own bishop has been very quick to point out that he sees no need to change anything. We have fought for the Mass before and we must do it again. It is not a time for despondency but a time for action and rolling up sleeves to defeat this latest liturgical assassin.
I recommend taking time to find out more about what it was like—just what a long journey it’s been:
( “The 1971 ‘English’ Indult—a Recollection” by Alfred Marnau
( “Resistance is never futile: An interview with Christian Marquant, founder of Paix Liturgique”—tells all about the early days of the French traditionalist movement, including exciting moments of lay uprisings and church seizures
( “French traditionalists show us how to take back our churches when closed by bishops” by Peter Kwasniewski
( “Latin Mass Permission Slip from 1985”; “Latin Mass Permission Request Form from 1985”; “Photopost Request: Latin Mass Permission Slips”
( “An Exhortation Against Discouragement, by My Father” by Gregory DiPippo
( “American Catholic Traditionalism”: a short history by Stuart Chessman in six parts
Those who want a “deep dive” could pick up a copy of Leo Darroch’s Una Voce: The History of the Foederatio Internationalis Una Voce, a book that amply illustrates the incomprehension, obstructionism, animosity, and double-dealing the lovers of tradition were met with every step of the way. The more we read about this heroic generation and the obstacles they overcame, the more inspired we will be to do in our day what they did in theirs. [Update: Another book that should have occurred to me as I was writing this is the hugely entertaining volume And Rightly So: Selected Letters and Articles of Neil McCaffrey. The pieces from the sixties and seventies on Church life and liturgical change are especially valuable records.]
One thing we must keep front and center in our souls: what we are fighting for is good, sacred, Catholic, and worthy of our deepest devotion. It cannot be all of a sudden forbidden or declared dangerous. And we are not disobedient for holding fast to it or seeking it. The traditional movement would not exist at all if, at the beginning of the final phase of “liturgical reform,” Catholics had not persistently gone against the wishes and even the legal determinations of Paul VI and other bishops. Paul VI began to relent just a little; and John Paul II acknowledged that the traditionalists’ aspirations were rightful; and then Benedict XVI opened up the treasury to everyone. That initial “disobedience” was not once and for all condemned; its legitimacy was eventually accepted, because the traditionalists had in fact fought on the basis of true principles and for true goods that the Church needs and will always need.
It is no different today in 2021. We must do exactly as our forefathers in the traditional movement did, and be cowered by no one’s threats, dissuaded by no one’s animosity, deterred by no obstacle, seduced by no “good enough” or “tolerable” alternative.
In the second part of this series, I will talk about how our situation is different from theirs and the kinds of objections or temptations that are likely to pull us off course. 
Transitioning from a time of peace to a time of struggle
https://onepeterfive.com/transitioning-from-a-time-of-peace-to-a-time-of-struggle/ 
Dr. Peter Kwasniewski, July 30, 2021
In the first part of this series, I spoke of some of the temptations facing traditional Catholics in the era of Traditionis Custodes, and pointed to our forefathers in the movement as sources of hope, courage, and guidance for us today. They persevered against monumental odds that might remind one of the great battle scenes in The Lord of the Rings, about which any “rational analysis” would have concluded: it’s all over, Sauron has triumphed. I also included links to harrowing stories of what ordinary Catholics had to do and suffer just to attend a Latin Mass once in a while. 
These horror stories from decades ago are not where we are today! Yes, I know: we are under siege again, from a pope who has proved implacably hostile to any other way of living Catholicism than that which chimes in with his one-world progressive humanistic interreligious all-are-welcome agenda. Yes, it is true: the icy chill of official disfavor is blowing against us after decades of gradual thaw under John Paul II and Benedict XVI. 
But this time around, there are very many more of us—millions of laity and thousands of TLM-loving priests and religious across the globe. We occupy positions within seminaries and chanceries. In certain cases, we have good rapport and even influence with bishops who appreciate our fidelity, zeal, intelligence, and love for Christ and His Church. We have cornered the market on scholarship and intellectual credibility: for any one book written by a progressive, there are ten better ones written by conservatives or traditionalists. In the Church, at least, the liberal agenda is tired, ageing, and lashing out with the energy of an animal in extremis.
If Pope Francis and his allies really believe they can rip the love of sacred tradition out of the hearts of millions of Catholic clergy, religious, and laity simply by a papal pronunciamento and a sinister scowl, they are more to be pitied for their delusionality than blamed for their malice. In point of fact, the more they try, the more incandescent this love will glow. They will not be able to win this battle of attrition. As we have seen again and again, many bishops understand the way things are on the ground and, by enlightened self-interest if not always from sympathy, are prepared to keep the peace with traditionalists. 
That being said, the post-Traditionis world will still be a battlefield. It will flare up here and there into intense conflict. Some priests will be suspended, stripped of faculties, exiled. Among these, some will go independent and others will go underground, saying Mass in living rooms or forests. Large, flourishing parish communities may get the ungracious axe. Good bishops who prudently dispensed from the onerous provisions of Traditionis may, upon forced or canonical retirement, be replaced by Bergoglian clones. 
Most terrifying of all, prospering religious communities and societies of apostolic life may find themselves hounded, denounced, burdened with commissioners, coerced into changing their constitutions. Neither hard-liners nor the cooperative will have an easy escape: the former will risk being scattered to the four winds, the latter being adulterated into puppets of the regime. Again, I am not saying that this will happen everywhere and to everyone, but that it could happen to anyone, anywhere. Miracles of deliverance will be needed and prayed for.
For several centuries, Christians in the early Church were persecuted and then tolerated, persecuted and tolerated, by successive Roman Emperors. One could never be quite sure what the next emperor would bring. Alas, as many have pointed out, the papacy has become politicized in the manner of a country staggering back and forth between contrary political parties. 
We can also think of the Catholics in England at the time of the Reformation. Within a period of decades the country went from a regime hostile to Catholics to a respite under Queen Mary, only to be thrust again into the Protestant Elizabeth’s reign, under whom so many martyrs shed their blood. 
For us, too, Benedict’s reign was followed by Francis’s, and we know not what the future holds. Things could get very much worse: I’ve heard rumors about further intended liturgical suppressions that make my blood alternately freeze and boil. The essential task of the Christian, however, remains the same as always: to believe in, to follow, and to bear witness to Christ, even at the cost of life.
Our greatest danger lies in our having become soft. 
Let’s face it: modern Western people are soft. Generally speaking, our lives are easy, comfortable, and convenient, with suffering excluded wherever and whenever possible. We are surrounded by mesmerizing and entertaining technology that lulls us to contentment. We have a thousand reasons and ways to put off “extra” work, “needless” suffering, and “inconvenient” impositions.
More specifically, many young trads today were born with a silver spoon, so to speak—into a parish run by the Fraternity or the Institute, or into a diocese where young clergy were bringing the TLM to their parishes. 
In parts of the world where bishops implemented Summorum Pontificum or at least refrained from blocking it, we’ve enjoyed the availability of Masses in multiple locations, perhaps within easy driving distance. Sometimes we can choose between a High Mass here and a Solemn Mass over there. In such areas, Catholics have come to enjoy, and to count on, plentiful access to Catholic tradition.
Those of us, then, who have never had to “fight for the rite” may not yet be the tough men our forefathers, who persevered in the midst of hopeless conditions, had to be. They did not let threatened penalties or tempting blandishments (“oh sure, we’ll set up an ad orientem Latin Novus Ordo for you once a month!”) deter them—and neither should we. If we are a bit soft, Traditionis Custodes was our heaven-sent wakeup call. “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child. But when I became a man, I put away the things of a child” (1 Cor 13:11). In a period of peace, there are gentler ways to mature; but we do not choose the times we live in, and Divine Providence chose us for this time. As a Carmelite priest wrote to me:
Indeed these are perilous times. It can give us courage to remember that God, from all eternity, has willed and chosen that we live in and through this evil age, so that we faithfully hold on to the light of the Faith and pass on the torch amidst this unprecedented darkness, for our own sanctification and salvation and that of the next generation. Such times form saints of those who are generous and persevering in the divine service.
Most of us will not have the privilege of shedding our blood for Christ. But in this age of the Church, many are now being called to a dry or white martyrdom for the sake of her glorious Tradition, shamefully marginalized by those who should most cherish and protect it. Now is not the time to ask: “Is it worth the trouble?” By all means. Rorate Caeli tweeted on July 25: “Each Sunday you are able to go to a Latin Mass is not only an infinite Blessing from above—it’s also, in human terms, a counterrevolutionary & countercultural act all wrapped into one. You’re not supposed to be there—which is why more than ever you are supposed to be there.”
We should resist the well-meaning but treacherous advice: “Just give up on the fight; don’t make an idol of the Mass…” This implies that whenever we love something enough to live for it, to fight and die for it, we are making it an idol—as if only God could deserve such total commitment. But this is false. Although God alone is to be adored, that does not mean He alone deserves our commitment. We should be ready to die for our wife, child, or neighbor; for the good of virtue; for the sake of the truth; for our fatherland. We should be ready to live and die for the Mass or any sacrament or any dogma of the Faith. 
We should have this disposition because these things, although not God, are from Him and for Him, uniting us to Him the way a photo or a letter unites us to someone beloved, or the way a face unites us to the heart of the person who shines through the face. If we do not understand this point, we will soon be condemning marriage and religious vows, as some heretics did in the search for a “pure love of God.” We are not a sect of Buddhists who seek to escape from flesh-and-blood realities, but Catholics who see the world sacramentally. 
The battle over tradition is a battle over realities, not ideas or opinions or preferences. We have a weighty responsibility for these created goods; Our Lord assures us that our final judgment depends, to a large extent, on what we have done with and to one another, and how we have invested the valuable “talents” (minas, literally, a huge quantity of money) entrusted to us.
Nor should we pay heed to those who accuse us of lacking humility because of our ecclesial stance. Part of humility is clinging to the truth without embarrassment or second-guessing, acknowledging it as a gift we have received through no merit of our own, and then treating it not like a private possession but as a common good meant to be shared: we recognize not only that what was sacred and great remains so today, but that all Catholics ought to know it—it is a good that benefits everyone, near and far, now and always.
They may take away our buildings, but they cannot take away the faith that built them and can build them anew. They may temporarily take from us the Mass of the Ages, but they cannot extinguish the love of the Mass that will outlast our enemies’ hatred. They can violate our rights as sons of the Church, but they cannot cancel out our supernatural dignity as sons of God. They can strip us of human recourse, but they cannot block our recourse to the Holy Mother of God and all the saints who worship the Lamb upon His throne, and who will always intercede for those who love immemorial Tradition, as they did.
Let us never lose heart as we move from a time of relative peace to a time of secret struggles and open conflict, armed by Christ with “the armor of God, that [we] may be able to resist in the evil day, and to stand in all things perfect … [our] loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of justice… In all things taking the shield of faith…the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit” (Eph 6:11–17). 
In the final part of this series, I will look at practical steps we can take and recommend equipment for the campaign.
Gearing up for the long campaign
https://onepeterfive.com/gearing-up-for-the-long-campaign/ 
Dr. Peter Kwasniewski, August 4, 2021
In the first part, I spoke of how easy it would be to get discouraged by the renewed assault on the traditional Catholic Faith, and how much we can benefit from learning about the example of the first wave of traditionalists who kept the Latin Mass alive in what were truly the darkest days. 
In the second part, I spoke of the dangers we face—especially the most subtle danger, our own softness, a side-effect of fourteen years of (relative) liturgical peace. The sudden shift of papal policy has caught many unprepared and, to that extent, easy targets for soi-disant “Catholic apologists” who try to ram an indigestible version of “papal infallibility” down every throat within reach. To react appropriately, we need to make time for prayer, for study, and for action.

I’d like to begin with a piece of simple advice. (It’s one that I’ve had to give myself more than once.) Pace yourself and don’t burn out. The problems the pope unleashed with Traditionis Custodes could take anywhere from fourteen months to fourteen years to resolve—we simply don’t know. As in any great war (think of World War I or II), there will be many individual battles, some of which we will win, some lose. 
Don’t panic at this or that turn of events. Remember that we are all together in this war to the end, when Tradition is assured of victory by divine assistance. The attempted substitute for Christianity—what Fr. John Hunwicke calls “Bergoglianity”—cares nothing for tradition, but it is doomed to fail like all merely human constructs. So we can afford to take time to pray, to think, to prepare, to strategize, to network, to carry out small-scale and large-scale operations, and then to pray more.
The injustice inflicted on the Church must be protested and fought against in every morally permissible way, while we continue to nourish ourselves on the riches available to us—some of which, like the traditional Divine Office, can never be taken away by any power on earth.
Let’s begin with prayer. First, continue to assist at the Latin Mass, wherever and whenever you can. If your nearby option has been erased from the map, it may take more driving. I know families for whom the long trek to the Latin Mass has become an opportunity for conversation, listening to talks or good music, praying, or making time for a chunk of good spiritual reading. Or some of each. And it demonstrates what we hold most dear.
Acquire helpful aids for passing on the Faith in family customs and lessons. Sophia Institute’s Benedictus—a subscription-based monthly publication with Mass propers, meditations, daily prayers, and articles for every day of the month—could make a perfect devotional backbone for your home. Sophia will soon be coming out with deluxe full-color poster-sized Latin Mass calendars, illuminated in a medieval style, that will quickly become a cherished and practical means of living in accord with the liturgical year.
Ask sympathetic priests to have your children baptized in the old rite. Seek out the possibility of traditional Confirmation. No formal attempt has been made to control such things. If and when that happens, new solutions will be found.
Start to pray some portion of the traditional Divine Office. The Breviarium Romanum is pricey if you buy the complete three-volume set but Angelus Press offers excerpts: Vespers, Compline, and a selection they call Divine Office. (Note that the complete Brevarium Romanum is available, in Latin and English side-by-side, at https://divinumofficium.com.) The Monastic Diurnal, containing the day hours according to the Holy Rule of St. Benedict, is much more affordable (that’s what I use as an oblate). The Little Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary is another solid option. A good strategy for beginners is to start with the office of Prime, and to follow it up with the daily reading from the Roman Martyrology, an inspiring reminder of the triumph of God’s grace in the midst of the most excruciating trials. Any of these traditional office books is vastly superior to the Liturgy of the Hours, which was ruined even more extensively in the liturgical reform than the Mass itself was. An old office book will include the imprecatory or cursing verses of the Psalms, which were surgically removed from the Liturgy of the Hours, as if God had made a mistake when He provided these prayers for Israel and the Church. When we pray these potent words in union with the saints of all ages, the Lord will not only understand their correct meaning but will know, unerringly, how to fulfill them.

For days when the Mass of Ages is unavailable, learn how to pray a “dry Mass” at home, either as a method of personal prayer or as a family devotion. If Adoration is available in your neighborhood, make Holy Hours for the restoration of tradition, the renewal of the Church’s hierarchy in faith and holiness, and in reparation for blasphemies and sacrileges against the Most Holy Eucharist. Pray the family Rosary, perhaps accompanied by brief meditations (of which this would be an example). 
The following “Prayer for the Traditional Movement” could be used from time to time:
O Lord, remember in Thy Kingdom N. and N. [names of individuals or communities], and all religious, clergy, and laity throughout the world who are dedicated or drawn to the venerable rites of Rome. Bless us, govern us, defend us, purify us, and multiply us for the good of souls, for the restoration of Thy Church, and for the glory of Thy Holy Name. Amen.
Those who cannot get to a traditional Latin Mass within a reasonable driving distance should seek out an Eastern Catholic parish or an Anglican Ordinariate parish. Since the Vatican has said more than once that attendance at SSPX chapels is permissible, that would be an option in a place where diocesan traditional Masses have been removed or never provided.
After prayer, the next most important thing is that we do some studying of the traditional Faith. The Latin Mass, together with the entire sacramental-mystical-cultural life of which it is the center, is something rich, profound, and subtle. While many of its benefits are obvious, others take time to appreciate—and when we feed our minds with the best books on the subject, we learn to see and hear so much more, and we learn how to explain and defend what we love. For fourteen years we’ve often been content to let tradition speak for itself (and it was definitely working, as the rising attendance at the TLM shows), but now that it’s under frontal attack and the papalist posse is hurling accusations of “disobedience,” “private judgment,” and the like, we need to step up the intellectual component.
There are so many worthwhile books that this could quickly turn into a gigantic (and, for that reason, intimidating) list. And, as it happens, such a list has already been published at OnePeterFive. Here, I’d like to mention just a few titles that are especially valuable for tradition-loving Catholics at this juncture:
#1. Michael Fiedrowicz’s The Traditional Mass: History, Form, and Theology of the Classical Roman Rite. The best book to read, bar none, on just what its subtitle says. If you want an accessible and intellectually bulletproof case that what we call the “Tridentine Mass” is the fairest flowering of a continuous development in Roman Catholic tradition and that St. Pius V did not “create a new missal” after Trent, this would be it. It’s a joy to read, with fresh discoveries to make on every page. It’s so good, in fact, that the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter has adopted it as a main course book for their liturgy studies. The special virtue of this book is that it takes you first through the wonderful ways by which Providence built up our Mass, then examines the function, rationale, and symbolism of each of its major parts and aspects, and finally sets forth the divine wisdom contained in the missal, contrasting it with the defective lex orandi of the Novus Ordo. A tour de force!
#2. Fr. James Jackson’s Nothing Superfluous: An Explanation of the Symbolism of the Rite of St. Gregory the Great is a running commentary on the parts, prayers, objects, and actions of the traditional Latin Mass. Fr. Jackson appreciates that the Mass as a “poem,” the greatest poem our world has ever seen, a poem written by our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit over the course of twenty centuries. He brings out the drama of the liturgy as a solemn re-presentation of the sacred mysteries of the life, death, and resurrection of Our Lord and a participation in their inexhaustible dynamism. The traditional Mass is not simply holy (although it is that, to the maximum degree); it is not simply doctrinally pure, ample, and trustworthy (for it is that, too, without a doubt); it is above all beautiful, orderly, and harmonious, elevating the senses, the imagination, the memory, the intellect, the will above themselves and into the precincts of the heavenly Jerusalem. After reading Nothing Superfluous, you will never think about or encounter the Mass in quite the same way. This book, which is more devotional and poetic, very nicely complements the historical and doctrinal angle of Fiedrowicz.
#3. The fruit of thirty years of experiencing, studying, and thinking, my book Reclaiming Our Roman Catholic Birthright: The Genius and Timeliness of the Traditional Latin Mass was written as the ultimate “apologetics manual” for the TLM, equipping its proponents with arguments, and responding to every objection one is likely to hear. Since liturgical knowledge among the general Catholic population is at an all-time low, I take pains to explain my terms (hence the Glossary) and try to avoid “inside baseball.” While the focus is on the Mass, there are frequent mentions of the other sacramental rites, the Divine Office, blessings and exorcisms, and, in general, the entire “shape” of traditional Catholic life, which follows the great law: lex orandi, lex credendi, lex vivendi. The book therefore engages the entire problem of Vatican II’s aggiornamento and how it soured into desacralization and secularization. The book is also intended to be concrete and practical. For example, chapter 2 sums up why the TLM “is the way it is”… how it “works” for God’s glory and our sanctification… and why it will always work; chapter 3 explains various ways of participating fruitfully in the traditional Mass; chapters 17–20 are directed to parents, telling them why the TLM is so important for forming the minds and hearts of children, and delving into how parents can assist their children in assimilating its riches; and chapter 22 talks about why those who are pro-life should also be pro-tradition.
#4. Fr. Raymond Dulac, In Defence of the Roman Mass. This valuable collection brings together the best of Fr. Dulac’s pugnacious and persuasive articles from the period 1967–1972, penned in defense of the superiority of the traditional missal and the perpetual right of priests to avail themselves of it. According to this canon lawyer, the classical Roman Rite was not forbidden and cannot be forbidden—a judgment on which he was vindicated decades later by Benedict XVI. I recommend this book precisely because it comes from the first tempestuous years of the imposition of the Novus Ordo Missae, which was resisted by keen intellects and great Catholic hearts like Fr. Dulac’s. Since the motto of Francis’s pontificate seems to be “Back to the 70s!,” the best writing from that period speaks directly to our present situation, when the pope is attempting once more to say there is only one “Roman rite,” the modern rite of Paul VI.
#5. Yves Chiron, Annibale Bugnini, Reformer of the Liturgy. Those who have heard of Bugnini tend to think of him either as an evil scheming Freemason bent on the destruction of the Catholic Faith or as a highly talented bureaucrat who smoothly guided a complex liturgical reform to its happy conclusion. The former view is debatable and the latter view is plain silly. This well-researched yet mercifully compact biography portrays a more complex and human figure, driven by rationalist and pastoralist theories about how liturgy should be, but running against opposition that eventually led to his expulsion. In relating the life and work of a man who was singularly influential in the unprecedented rewriting of the totality of Roman Catholic worship, Chiron simultaneously summarizes the twentieth-century liturgical reform, pope by pope, committee by committee, book by book. It is truly one of the most astonishing—and disturbing—stories in the history of Catholicism. As we learn more about how the “new and improved” sausage was made, the ingredients put into it and the people working in the factory, we have ever more reason to say “no thanks, I don’t want any of it.”
#6. Roberto De Mattei’s Love for the Papacy and Filial Resistance to the Pope in the History of the Church. Given our circumstances, we need to know about cases where popes have messed up, doctrinally or prudentially, and were legitimately resisted by members of the Church. It is comforting—in both the current meaning of the word (consoling, reassuring) and its old-fashioned sense (strengthening, galvanizing)—to know that there are precedents for such resistance, and to know what they looked like. Divine Providence raises the right people at the right moment.
#7. Bishop Athanasius Schneider’s Christus Vincit: Christ’s Triumph Over the Darkness of the Age. When people ask me: “What should I read to understand the current crisis in the Church, how we got here, and how we get out of it?,” I always recommend this book, which is written with the clarity, fortitude, kindness, and orthodoxy for which Bishop Schneider is famous (and which we saw once again on display in his reaction to the motu proprio).
Those who would like ideas for further reading will find, at the back of my book Reclaiming Our Roman Catholic Birthright, a “Select Bibliography” organized into seven categories: General; Missals or Guides; For Younger Readers; Liturgical Theology; History; Fiction; Online Resources.
I’d like to echo a recent statement of Dr. Joseph Shaw: “The best way to respond to Traditionis Custodes is to carry on with the work of restoring Tradition.” He goes on to talk about altar server training and mending vestments.
Get personally involved, to the extent possible, in your TLM community and help build it up through social, cultural, and educational events. We need one another like never before, and we need opportunities for our families to interact. 
Write positive and respectful letters to your bishop and the tradition-friendly priests in your diocese. Tell them how much you love the Latin Mass, and why; how it has led you to a deeper life of prayer; how it has brought you neared to Jesus in the Most Holy Eucharist; how it has helped your family, your children, your spouse; how it has helped you build community with other families; the corporal or spiritual works of mercy to which it has given rise. Tell them that you know converts or reverts who have been brought back to the Faith by the ancient liturgy. 
Bishops need to hear this, they need to be reminded of the countless good fruits Benedict XVI’s wise policy allowed to flourish. Priests, too, need to hear from the faithful. Knowing the needs and support and gratitude of the people of God strengthens them in their hour of trial and invigorates them to keep working toward having the Latin Mass back again, or building it up stronger where it still exists. It also makes it more likely that they will do the right thing when worse comes to worst.
(I do not recommend writing to the pope, because he gets a lot of letters he never looks at, and he is totally unsympathetic to you. In fact, he hates your traditionalism, so lots of letters, if he noticed them, would only confirm his prejudices. Devote your efforts to the local scene—the diocesan or regional scene.)
Has your bishop forbidden the Latin Mass? Take a cue from the French traditionalists: gather together a couple of hundred people (or even more, if you can organize it) and march up to the bishop’s house or office, and stay there for a while, singing chants, praying the Rosary, peacefully witnessing with placards. Ask him to come out and talk to you. Do not yell or threaten. Show him that you exist and that you will never stop asking for the traditional worship of the Church. It may also be possible to offer the Holy Mass outdoors, in public squares, in parking lots, in front of closed churches—as in the main photo of this article, showing the faithful of Saint-Germain-en-Laye having Mass outside a church that had been locked against them.
Make your donations count. Do not give a penny to any diocese that does not expressly support the TLM. Support the individuals, monasteries, communities, and societies that keep it alive and bring it to us. If you know “canceled” priests, invite them to your house to say Mass. Catholics around the world have begun to build home chapels for the days of recusancy that may be ahead. Support these priests with your friendship, meals, and aid.
Lastly, I will echo what Fr. Zuhlsdorf has said so often at his blog: traditional Catholics have every reason to get involved in spiritual and corporal works of mercy, in concrete works of charity. We already do a lot in the pro-life area but there are other opportunities we can take advantage of in our locales. Let it never be said (at least, by honest people) that “Latin Mass Catholics” are “only interested in the liturgy and not in helping others.” Any spouses with a large family to take care of are already giving to the world a beautiful image of Christ and the Church, a supreme witness of charity, and a heroic response to God’s call; but many of us, to be sure, could be doing more than we are doing in the non-liturgical sphere.
If we take all the categories—prayer, study, action—and all the suggestions in each one, that’s an awful lot, and may seem overwhelming. But I’m not saying everyone has to do everything, and certainly not all at once. As the Chinese saying goes, a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Make your prayer life more central, one little step at a time. Make room for a bit of study, five or ten pages at a time. Make a bit more room for activities with like-minded fellow Catholics. We will find that, as months and years pass, our faith and hope and love will grow stronger, and so will our ability to respond to the crisis in the Church.
“Know that the Lord has set apart the godly for himself; the Lord hears when I call to him. Be angry, and do not sin… Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord… In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety” (Ps 4).
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