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Introduction
In this newsletter I respond to someone who is suffering a crisis of faith due to a personal loss.  This is not an uncommon situation.  I once had a priest tell me that there are two situations in life that always cause a person to think about God - the birth of a child, and the death of a family member or friend.  Sometimes these situations strengthen our faith, as is usually the case with the birth of a child, but they can also cause our faith to weaken, as can often happen with the death of a loved one.

Jim

Hello, I became a Catholic through RCIA a few years back and I regularly listened to and greatly enjoyed your talks. However I have had a crisis of faith. My wife and I lost our unborn child and it deeply affected us both, but for me I simply lost faith. It wasn't so much my personal loss as much as the sudden awareness of so much wickedness in the world that I could not harmonize with the belief in an all-loving and all-powerful God. It’s perhaps the oldest objection to the existence of the divine but I think it remains the hardest to solve. The answer of "freewill" is unsatisfactory for me. What does human error have to do with fetal demise after all?

Needless to say I began to analyze my faith very critically and asked myself a simple question, "Can you convince yourself by your own logic or the best logic you can find in Church teaching that God exists. After several months I could not. I found every argument in favor of God unsatisfactory and neither blind faith in God nor the teaching authority of the Church is satisfactory to me either. I am not looking for empirical proof-I know that is impossible - I only want a convincing argument with no holes or contradictions. I am not closed off to God. I WANT to believe, but I simply cannot.

So, my question is this: what is your strongest argument for the existence of God? Please, take a little time to help a man in need.

Thank you, Jim
 

My Response

Dear Jim,

First of all, I want to let you know how sorry I am for the loss you and your wife have suffered.  And, I certainly understand the crisis of faith that you have suffered as a result of that loss.  How can an all-loving and all-powerful God allow evil?  So, given the existence of evil in this world, you ask: "What is your strongest argument for the existence of God?"  I have more than one argument that I would like to present to you, so I hope you will bear with me as I go through them.

Argument #1 - the love you have for your child.  
You and your wife obviously cared deeply for the child you lost.  And the loss of this child caused you to "become aware of so much wickedness in the world."  Well, if there is no God, then I'm sorry to tell you, but there is no such thing as love.  Furthermore, there is no such thing as wickedness, or evil.  The material world is all there is and in a purely material world there is no such thing as love or good or evil.  Everything exists by mere chance, as a result of random biochemical processes, without any purpose, without any destiny, without any reason - everything simply is what it is.

The feelings you think you have for your child, are the result of random, meaningless, biochemical processes.  The feelings you think you have for your wife result from these same random, meaningless, biochemical processes.  Your child's life had no purpose.  Even if he or she had been born and lived eighty or ninety years, that life would still have had absolutely no purpose, and neither would it have had any value.  Just like your life and your wife's life have absolutely no value and no meaning and no purpose.  Without God, everything is here by chance, everything is completely random, everything is completely without purpose.  Do you believe life - any life - has purpose and meaning?  If you do, then it only has purpose and meaning because God gave it purpose and meaning.

Without God, we are simply brute animals - oh, we're the smartest of the brute animals, but we are brute animals, nonetheless.  Have you ever watched a nature film and seen a crocodile grab a young antelope as the herd is crossing a river?  Did you ever think to yourself, "That evil crocodile?"  Or, when you've watched a film of a lion killing a gazelle did you think, "What an evil thing to do?"  No, of course not.  But why not?  Because in the animal world, there is no such thing as morality.  Things simply are what they are.  Well, if there is no God, then we are nothing more than animals and there is no such thing as morality.  No such thing as good or evil.  Oh, we can pretend there is such a thing as morality, but, truth be told, morality is an imaginary concept some people make up in order to play well together.  

The problem is, though, that without God, there is nothing that binds anyone to the imaginary morality that we create for ourselves.  So, someone named Adolf, or Josef, or Mao comes along and murder millions of people, and the best we can say is, "Well, I wouldn't do that."  But, without God, without an objective morality that comes from God, we cannot say that what any of those men did was wrong, or that it was evil.  What they did was simply the result of random, meaningless, biochemical processes.  They had no choice but to do what they did, because there is no such thing as free will.

You see, I don't think the problem of evil is the most difficult objection to answer when it comes to the question of the existence of God, because if there is no God, then there is no such thing as evil.  Just as there is no such thing as "good."   There is no such thing as "freedom."  No such thing as "justice."  No such thing as "right" or "wrong."  No such thing as "love."  Without God, there are only mindless, random, meaningless biochemical processes that cause us to do what we do.  There is no such thing as "free will."  All of these concepts I've just mentioned are mere figments of our imagination.

That's why whenever I discuss God with atheists, I always find it amazing that they talk about the existence of evil to "prove" there is no God.  They are using a concept, "good vs. evil," that is borrowed from theism, to "prove" there is no God.  That would be like me using a concept from mathematics to prove that there is no such thing as mathematics; or if I used a quote from an atheist to prove that particular atheist didn't exist.  

If you believe there is evil in the world, then the question is not whether or not God exists - He has to exist if there is such a thing as evil - the question is: "Why does He allow evil?"  Now, I know you panned the "free will" explanation, but I want to briefly look at that argument.  Why did you and your wife conceive a child?  Out of love, right?  The love between a husband and a wife is naturally pro-creative.  Our love, when it is truly love, creates life.  Why?  Because it is an imitation of God's love.  God loves, and so He creates. 

But, what if your wife had no choice but to have a child with you?  What if your wife sharing your bed was not of her own free will?  What if she loved you not out of a free choice she made, but because she had no choice?  What if she had been pre-programmed to "love" you?  What if your wife was, essentially, nothing more than a pre-programmed biochemical robot?  Could you truly say that she "loved" you?  And, what if it was the same for your "feelings" towards her?  Could you honestly say, in that situation, that you loved her?  Absolutely not.

Love is the result of a choice, freely made through a combination of the person's intellect and will.  If your wife had no choice but to "love" you, then it really isn't love.  If God makes it so that we have to "love" Him, then it really isn't love.  Without the freedom to choose to love, or not to love, then love cannot exist.  So, God wants us to love Him - not for His sake, but for ours.  In order for that to happen, we have to be given free will to love Him or to reject Him.  When we reject Him, we reject what is good.  When we reject what is good, it is called sin.  Sin has consequences, not just in the spiritual world, but in the material world as well.  

But, if we have no free will, there is no such thing as evil.  Evil only exists if one is free to reject good. No God; no free will; no love; no hate; no evil; no good; no right; no wrong.

Argument #2 - the Cross of Christ.  
For me, the answer to all suffering is the Cross of Jesus Christ.  God came to earth to suffer and die for us.  Why did it have to be that way?  I don't know.  But there was a point in my life - after being out of the Church for 12 years and having lived a godless heathen life - that I had come to the same crossroads at which you find yourself.  You are coming from the avenue of belief and turning onto the road of unbelief.  I was coming from the road of unbelief and turning the corner onto the avenue of belief.  So I asked myself, "Did Jesus Christ really exist?"  I looked at the historical data - the Scriptures, the early Christian writings, the non-Christian historical references to Christ - and I looked at the logic of this movement called "Christianity" existing if the Founder actually did not exist; and I looked at other things as well - miracles, the lives of the Saints, and so on.  And I came to believe that Jesus really did exist.

The next question I asked myself was, "Was He who He claimed to be...God?  Or, was He just some great philosopher and teacher as the New Agers claim?"  After deliberating over the question for a while, I came to realize that Jesus Christ was - as C.S. Lewis put it - either a liar, a fool, or God.  After all, if someone claims he is God, he is either lying, or he is a fool, or he really is God.  He could not have been merely some wise teacher.  And then I looked at those closest to Jesus - the Apostles.  11 out of 12 of them suffered horrific martyrdoms.  Now, a person might risk their lives for fame, fortune, pleasure, or power, but they will not risk their lives for something they know to be a lie.  Which, if Jesus wasn't God, then the Apostles knew dadgum straight up that He wasn't God.  Furthermore, no one would risk themselves for a lie that resulted in suffering, torture, jail, poverty, abuse, persecution, and all manner of physical evils.  All of which led me to believe that Jesus was, and is, God.

And, not only is He God, but He came to earth to suffer and die for me on the Cross.  He took my sins upon Himself so that I could be free.  He gave my suffering value in that I can now unite it to His sufferings for my own salvation and the salvation of others.  If there is no God, however, then suffering is meaningless and cruel.  If there is a God - a God Who suffered for us - then suffering has a reason, a purpose.  Now, it's not always a purpose we can discern, but we have to trust the One Who died for us that there is a purpose to it.  

But, your question is, how did sin cause the death of your child?  It's because all of nature is out of balance due to sin.  Adam's sin, THE original sin, caused an imbalance in all of creation, not just among human beings.  It created a rupture in man's relationship with God, with each other, with the animals, and with all of the created world.  That is why there is any kind of evil in our lives - spiritual or physical.  Listen to what Paul says in Romans: "I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in travail together until now, and not only the creation, but we ourselves who have the first fruits of the Spirit..." (verses 18-23).

Creation itself is out of balance.  It has been subjected to futility and bondage and decay.  That's why physical evil happens - earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, disease, miscarriage, and so on.  Everything to do with our physical existence is currently out of whack.  Jesus' death on the Cross is the 1st step in the healing process.  It is a long process, a process filled with pain, and anguish, and suffering, and death.  But we now have hope that there is meaning in that suffering.  There is meaning in that pain.  And we have hope that we will, one day, conquer death at the return of the Risen Christ, Who has Himself already conquered it.  Without God, though; without Jesus' death on the Cross; then all of our suffering is meaningless, without value, without purpose, and there will be no ultimate redemption.  Again, without God, we have a hopeless, meaningless existence.

      
Argument #3 - Science and reason.  

If there is no God, then all of creation simply - "POOF" - accidentally popped into existence all by itself.  We know from science, though, that every effect has a cause.  The effect is the creation of matter, so what is the cause?  Well, we also know from science that matter cannot create itself out of nothing.  So, if something material did not cause the universe, then it had to be something immaterial.  Furthermore, if there is no God, then there is no rhyme, no reason, no logic, no purpose, no rationale for the universe.  Yet, this accidental, random, purposeless creation came loaded with all sorts of physical laws that are filled with rhyme and reason, logic, and rationality. 

So, we are left with the fact that there had to be a non-material cause to the universe, and this non-material cause created a universe that has very specific physical laws that govern it - which is evidence of intent and purpose and intelligence.  There are many other attributes we could discuss concerning this non-material, seemingly intelligent cause of the universe, but I will not go there for now.  Suffice it to say, that science and reason give us pretty strong evidence, from creation, for the existence of God.    

Argument #4 - Why is there something rather than nothing?  

This is a question that cannot be answered by anyone who does not believe in God.  Oh, they will argue, "We can to answer it," but when pushed, the answer is simply something along the lines of, "Well, there's something rather than nothing...just because."  Really?!

I could go on, and I plan to in a few newsletters in the not-too-distant future.  But I will leave it at this for now.  I don't know if I have persuaded you or not, but I hope I have at least given you something to think about.
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Evidence for the Existence of God (Without God there is no objective moral law)

       Why are you here?  That was the question that was asked in a video you watched last week...“Why are you here?”  And it wasn’t asking about why are you here in this room, it was asking why are you here...on this earth?  Why are you alive?  Why do you exist?  

       Very good questions, especially since high school is the time that most folks start thinking about such things.  High school was the time when I started thinking about those things: Why am I here?  What is the meaning of life?  Does my life have a purpose?  

       Now being in a Catholic religion class, you guys are undoubtedly aware that the correct answer to those questions - or at least the answer you’re expected to believe - has something to do with God.  According to the Catholic Church, the correct answer is that I exist...the purpose of my existence...is to know, love, and serve God in this life so that I may be with Him forever in the next. Essentially, the Church teaches us, that we were made...to be with God.  

       Again, that’s what, as Catholics, we are supposed to believe.  And, I hope you do believe that.  But, here’s the thing, in order to believe that the purpose of your existence is for you to be with God in Heaven forever, you have to first believe...IN God, right?  I mean, before I can come to the conclusion that the reason I exist is to be with God, I have to first believe IN God.  

       Here’s the thing - we know what we believe, or what we’re supposed to believe - that God exists - but do we know why we believe that? [Ask questions: Why do you believe in God?  Can you give me a reason for why you think God exists?  What does science tell us about the existence of God?]

       Here’s the thing, though: I don’t want you to believe in God just because your parents told you God exists, or because your priest told you so, or because that’s what we tell you is so here in the parish religion class.  I want you to believe it because you have thought this whole existence of God thing through and come to the conclusion that believing in God is actually the most reasonable and logical and intelligent position to hold.  

       You see, if you haven’t already run into folks who don’t believe in God, you will be doing so very soon - there may even be some of you who have questioned the existence of God.  And those of you who are about to go off to college are going to be running into a lot of folks who don’t believe in God - and a good number of those people will be your professors.  If you let it be known that you believe in God, you are going to be challenged by atheists, secular humanists, materialists, relativists, and many others on this whole question of whether or not God exists.  

       And, if you are not prepared to respond to the arguments they make, then you run a great risk of losing your faith, or, at the least, having your belief in God greatly diminished.  So, what I want to do here today, and in our next meeting, is give you a few different reasons for believing in the existence of God.  I want to give you reasons based on common sense, on logic, and, believe it or not, on science.  

       So, why should you believe in God?  And I know there was some discussion last week about creation and evolution or Adam and Eve vs. evolution or something along those lines, right?  Well, I might touch on some of that today, but if I don’t, then just know that the next time I’m here we will cover that topic in great depth.  Just suffice it to say, for now, that as Catholics, we are allowed to believe in evolution - with a few caveats, but we are also allowed to not believe in evolution.  In other words, for the Catholic, believing or not believing in evolution is not a matter of faith.  

       But, again, I’ll talk more about that later.  Right now I want to go back farther than evolution.  I want to start where you should always start...in the beginning.  Genesis chapter 1, verse 1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  Here is the first reason I want you to ponder in regard to the question of God’s existence: Why is there something...rather than nothing?  Think about that.  Why is there something, instead of nothing?  

       This is a question that no atheist can answer.  Ask an atheist: “Why is there something instead of nothing?”  See what they say.  “I don’t know.”  Or, “Just because.”  Or, “Well, there is no reason, it just randomly happened.”  Or, I’ve had one tell me, “Because of the Big Bang.”  

       Do you know what the Big Bang Theory is?  Who knows what the Big Bang Theory is - and I’m not talking about the TV show.  The Big Bang Theory essentially states that all the matter and energy in the universe was once condensed into a tiny little point known as a singularity.  In the first few moments of its existence, this singularity exploded - the Big Bang - and caused matter and energy to expand into what we now know as...the universe.  

       Here’s a quote from National Geographic about the Big Bang Theory:

       Before the big bang, scientists believe, the entire vastness of the observable universe, including all of its matter and radiation, was compressed into a hot, dense mass just a few millimeters across. This nearly incomprehensible state is theorized to have existed for just a fraction of the first second of time.
       Big bang proponents suggest that some 10 billion to 20 billion years ago, a massive blast allowed all the universe's known matter and energy—even space and time themselves—to spring from some ancient and unknown type of energy.
       Well, what are the problems here for an atheist who thinks the Big Bang created the universe?  National Geographic - a magazine of science - says that all the matter and energy of the universe existed BEFORE the Big Bang took place.  Furthermore, National Geographic says that all matter and energy, and even time itself, sprang from “some ancient and unknown type of energy.”  “Ancient and unknown” type of energy, huh?  Isn’t that interesting?  I wonder what that “ancient and unknown” type of energy could be.

       Okay, so if anyone ever tells you the Big Bang has something to do with the creation of the universe, then you know that they don’t know what they’re talking about.  You can correct them by telling them that the Big Bang has to do with the expansion of the universe, but not its creation.  The Big Bang deals with pre-existing matter.

       Alright, why is that important for our purposes?  Because the atheist, the secular materialist, still has to answer the question: “Why is there something instead of nothing?”  The theist - those who believe in God - has an answer to the question.  The atheist does not.  Where did matter come from and why?  The atheist has no answer.  Science has no answer.

       Okay, so what does all this have to do with God?  Well, I think you know what it has to do with God, but you have to make an atheist put the clues together.  Think about this.  And have any atheists you might know think about this: Can something create itself...yes or no?  No, right?  A rock can't create itself, a bird can't create itself, a tree can’t create itself, and so on. Which also means, big picture, that matter cannot create itself.

       So, something other than matter, must bring matter into existence. So, the non-material must bring the material into existence.  Makes sense, right?  Also, from science, we know that every effect has a cause.  Cause and effect.  So, if we start tracing each effect to its cause, and keep going farther and farther back in time, we have two possibilities, either: 1) there is a series of causes and effects that stretches back for an infinite amount of time - no first cause, or no beginning, in other words; or 2) there is at some point in the series of causes and effects, an uncaused cause from which all cause and effect emanate. Something that did not come into existence, but that has always existed.

       Something that is, in fact, existence itself, which brought the universe into existence. Out of those two choices, the first one is actually impossible [Expand on this with examples]. You know, through common sense, that everything has to have a beginning. Plus, the series of causes and effects cannot go back for an infinite amount of time, because that would mean that it would never have gotten to where we are.  We would not exist.  So, logic tells us that the universe was begun by a non-material uncaused cause. That is what we call God.

       So far so good.  What else do we know about the “something” that brought the universe into existence?  Well, it cannot have a cause.  

If it had a cause, then we are stuck with the same problem already discussed - you cannot have an infinite regression of causes and effects because, being infinite, it would never have arrived at where we are, and thus we would not exist.  So, the cause of the universe was itself, uncaused.  The uncaused cause of which Aquinas, and Aristotle before him, spoke of.  

       Also, judging from the order we find everywhere in the universe, one can rightly speculate that this “something” is something which has an ordered nature.  I would also claim that this “something” seems to possess an intelligence by which it ordered the material universe.  Can one explain such precision in the laws of physics, chemistry, math, and so on as just blind chance?  I guess you could, but from a statistical standpoint, what are the odds of that?  

       I mean think about it - a million monkeys sitting in front of a million keyboards, typing away for a million years would never reproduce a Shakespearean play; nor even a Shakespearean sonnet; and probably not even a single line of a Shakespearean play or sonnet.  Yet, the tiniest cell of any plant or animal is more complex, more amazing, more glorious, and more incredible than the greatest of Shakespeare’s works - and folks want me to believe it came into being because of the blind laws of the blind universe that came into being by blind chance?  Sorry, not buying it.  Logic points to an intelligence behind the ordering of the universe.  

       What else?  This “something” that created the universe is not subject to time.  How so?  Well, time is a function of the material universe.  Therefore, this “something,” not being material, is not subject to time and, therefore, is infinite in time.  This “something” also has to be very powerful - after all, it created the entire universe.  

       So, let’s put it all together: there is “something” that is non-material, and which existed before the material universe, that caused the material universe to be brought into being, and which itself does not have a cause.  This “something” is not subject to time - it is infinite.  It is most likely ordered, and most likely intelligent.  And, one other thing then, if it is intelligent, it undoubtedly has a will as it would have made the conscious decision to bring the universe into existence.  

       This non-material, uncaused, exceedingly powerful, probably ordered and intelligent, infinite, cause that caused the universe to come into being - you call it what you want, I call it God. 
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Okay, I’ve given you a reason for why you should believe in God - the fact that something had to bring matter into existence.  You have an effect - matter coming into existence, which means you had to have a cause.  Something had to have caused matter to come into existence.  Something powerful.  Something immaterial.  Something ordered.  Something that more than likely has intelligence and will.  Something outside of time.  Something that simply IS...it has no cause.  Call this something what you want, I call it God.  

       Is this a decent reason to believe in God?  I believe it is.  After all, this reason, or this argument, is based on logic, on philosophy, and, on science - the whole cause and effect thing.  So, I offer this reason for a belief in God in opposition to the atheist who says that the existence of matter can be explained by pure meaningless blind random chance.  I can give you a reasoned explanation for why there is something rather than nothing.  However, when asked why there is something rather than nothing, the atheist can only say, “Well, just because.”  Which argument is the more reasoned one?

       Now, let me give you another reason to believe in God.  The Declaration of Independence.  What?!  The Declaration of Independence?  What does that have to do with believing in God?  Well, here’s the thing: if there is no God, then the Declaration of Independence is not worth the paper it’s printed on.  The Declaration of Independence was written based upon the fact that God does indeed exist.  

       The first sentence of the Declaration speaks of Nature’s Law and of Nature’s God.  And the 2nd sentence, probably the most famous line of the Declaration is what?  Does anyone know?  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator - Who?!  Their Creator! - with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

       The Declaration of Independence tells us that we are endowed, by our Creator, with certain rights.  Three of which are the Right to Life, the Right to Liberty, and the Right to the Pursuit of Happiness.  This is a problem for atheists.  They don’t believe in a Creator.  Therefore, the Declaration of Independence is absolutely meaningless to them.  In fact, I imagine they find it downright offensive.  

       But that means atheists have a big problem - they have no God-given rights.  They have no God-given rights because there is no God to give them their rights!  Atheists do not have an inherent right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  None.  

       But, the atheist will say, “Our rights are not granted to us by your fairy tale God, they are granted to us by the government - by the Constitution of the United States - the Bill of Rights.”  Really?!  Well, guess what?  If the government, through the Constitution, grants them their rights, then the government, through the Constitution, can also take away their rights.  For example, what if we passed an amendment to the Constitution - what would that be, the 28th? - that stated atheists have no rights?  No right to life.  No right to liberty.  No right to the pursuit of happiness.  No right to sue in courts about prayer at public schools or anything else.  

       What are they going to say then?  Will they say, “You can’t do that!”  Well, according to them, we can.  It’s all perfectly constitutional.  The government gives, the government takes away.  We just need to get 2/3 of the states to ratify the amendment, and we’re good to go.  Atheists would have no right to life, to liberty, to property, to free speech, to the pursuit of happiness...no right to anything.  People could steal from them, beat them, refuse to hire them, refuse them service in stores and restaurants, or even kill them, all with impunity, because atheists would, based on the 28th Amendment to the Constitution, have absolutely no rights.  

       So, we have another argument, or reason, to believe in the existence of God - the argument from rights.  Who here believes you have the right to life and liberty simply because you are a human being?  There is something inside you that tells you, “I have the right to live!”  That right doesn’t come from the Constitution - a piece of paper - or because the government has granted you that right.  It comes from the fact that you are a human being.  You have been endowed by your Creator with the right to life, and to these other rights I’ve mentioned as well.

       In addition to the argument from rights as a reason to believe in God, there is the argument from morality, as a reason to believe in God.  What is the argument from morality?  Well, let’s say we proposed that amendment to the Constitution to take away the rights of all atheists that I just talked about.  What would an atheist say to that?  You know what they would say, “You can’t do that.”  “Why not?”  “Because it’s wrong!”  

       It’s wrong?  According to who?  How is it wrong?  Who decides right and wrong?  That’s the essence of the argument from morality.  Without God, there is no objective standard for right and wrong.  There is no such thing as an objective moral standard.  Without God, everyone decides on their own what is right and what is wrong.  You might decide stealing is wrong, but the next person might decide it’s okay.  You might decide murder is wrong, but the next person decides it’s okay.  You might decide that killing Jews in a concentration camp is wrong, but the next person might decide it’s okay.

       So, who’s right and who’s wrong?  Ask an atheist if Hitler was wrong to kill 6 million Jewish men, women, and children at Auschwitz, Dachau, Bergen-Belsen, and all the other concentration camps?  They will more than likely answer, “Yes, Hitler was wrong to do that.”  Well, the next question is, “Why?”  According to whose standard of right and wrong?  They will not be able to give you an objective moral reason for why it was wrong, they'll only be able to give you their personal opinion for why it was wrong.

       Hitler thought it was right.  Germany passed laws that said Jews were legally sub-human beings.  A good many people in Germany at the time went along with it.  So, on what basis does an atheist say it was wrong to kill 6 million Jews?  Well, the only basis they have to say that is their own personal opinion.  That’s it.  But, according to German law and society at the time, it was right.

       Without God, there is no objective moral law.  Murder might be made illegal, but it’s not morally wrong.  Stealing might be made illegal, but it’s not morally wrong.  Rape might be made illegal, but it’s not morally wrong.  Genocide might be made illegal, but it’s not morally wrong.  Without God, there is no morality.  Morality simply becomes a set of rules that a particular person, or persons, choose to live by.  But, this set of rules can be changed, and it can be ignored - often with little to no consequences.  

       Look, it boils down to this.  Without God, we are simply animals.  The highest of animals, but animals nonetheless.  If a lion steals a carcass from a pack of wild dogs, is that immoral?  No.  If an alligator kills an antelope when it goes to get a drink from the lake, is that immoral?  No.  If a wolf kills the pups of another wolf in a show of dominance, is that immoral?  No.  So, if one man steals from another or even kills him or kills his kids, how can anyone say that’s immoral?  After all, we’re just animals governed by the laws of nature.

       So, another argument for the existence of God is that without God, there is no objective moral law.  No objective standard for right and wrong.  Without God, might makes right.  The folks with the most guns get to set the rules as they see fit to make them and whatever rules they set determine what is right and what is wrong.  Steal your house and your land - moral.  Kidnap and enslave your children - moral.  Murder your spouse - moral.  Throw you in prison for no reason whatsoever - moral.  

       Without God, there is no objective moral law. 

Note:

This talk was presented to high school kids who have probably never heard anything like this, so I just want to give them something to think about.  Something that will hopefully confirm them in their belief in God.
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