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Facing the final confrontation
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People who have raised the alarm about the ever-darkening moral direction of the Church and the world usually receive the response: “Here we go again, another prophet of gloom and doom.”
The reality of “gloom and doom”
But recently discovered facts about what’s really been going on over the past 50 years have dimmed any optimistic view of the condition of the Church in the United States and throughout the world.  The media mercilessly exposed the undisputed facts surrounding clergy sexual abuse of prepubescent children — which has actually registered a decline since 2002. 

And now there is an increasing number of reports about bishops and priests sexually abusing post pubescent teens, young men and seminarians. Statistics of the past 50 years reveal a pandemic of sexual predation of these young by bishops and cardinals.  Once more, getting bishops to respond to complaints about the sexual abuse of seminarians and those “who are not minors” is especially difficult.  We even now hear of a bishop covering up bizarre behavior, like clergy/seminarian “love triangles.”  This sexual predation of teens and young adults, especially seminarians, is a world-wide phenomenon in which bizarre sex circles have been uncovered in  Australia, Argentina, and even in the Vatican itself.

Another fact which has demolished any temptation to deny the grave condition of the Church today is the 2019  CARA” poll revealing that only 1/3 of Catholic people  believe that the White Host received at communion is actually the Divine Person of  Jesus Christ. Most think it is just a “symbol” of Jesus Christ. This means that 2/3 of the people receiving Holy Communion in the United States are receiving Holy Communion without the proper disposition of faith required by the Church. While no one knows the state of these communicants’ souls except God, the act of receiving Holy Communion without believing that the Host is really God and adoring Him in the Eucharist is objectively a “sacrilege” and bound to harm the Church as stated so clearly in nos. 1398 and 2120 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

And who is not aware of the clear fact that in the United States, powerful secular forces are suppressing Christian pro-life values and the primacy of the family by using the legal system and the influence of social media and popular culture?

Signs are beginning to appear that a number of U.S Cardinals and bishops now see the seriousness of these growing problems in the Church and the world.  In the context of a report about the sexual abuse of a 16-year-old young man by the previous bishop of Albany, and in reference to the dropping of the statute of limitations for lawsuits for such acts, Cardinal Dolan of New York stated: “Today I don’t mind admitting to you is a dark time in the life of the Church” — a darkness which clergy sexual abuse victims have been aware of for decades.

This growing darkness in the Church is also becoming apparent to a number of U. S, bishops. While pointing to the clergy sexual abuse crisis, the growing number of Catholics not participating in marriage and the number of Catholics leaving the Church, these bishops claim that things are now “even worse than 17 years ago” when they first addressed the issue of clergy sexual abuse in 2002. Consequently, they want to hold a “regional synod” to address the sexual abuse crisis.

But this “gloom and doom” in reference to the Church and the world is not just being recognized in the United States. It is also being recognized globally. Overseas, Christian communities are being subjected to actual violence, oppression, and martyrdom in countries across the globe — from China in East Asia, to India in South Asia and Eritrea in Africa, to Syria and throughout the Mideast. Christian persecution is truly worldwide. On May 3, 2019, the BBC reported that “Christians are the most persecuted religious group (in the world).” According to the Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, “the persecution of Christians in parts of the world is at near ‘genocide’ levels.” Only God knows how and when He will end this world-wide persecution of Christians.

Perhaps some powerful Catholic bishops, priests and laity in the U.S. and Europe still think that this epidemic of clergy sexual abuse, loss of belief in Catholic marriage and the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and the persecution of Christians throughout the world could just be the new normal which will gradually correct itself. Others are saying these events portend something more serious – perhaps even like the end of the world.
So, is it the End of the World? 
In order to understand the meaning of this “gloom and doom” today, and where all of this is leading us, one must understand what the Scripture say about the “end” times, especially in Mat. 24:1-15 and 2 Thess. 2:1-5.
First there is the “beginning” of the persecution of the Christians. It’s reasonable to believe that this is the period we are in now. Logically, this period of persecution dates back to the founding of the apostolic Church and is only reaching its zenith of intensity today in 2019. However, more important than figuring out a “time stamp” to this period is the fact that we all recognize we are in the midst of persecution today and only God knows how and when He will end it.

When this intense persecution does end, the preaching of the Gospel reaches to the far corners of the world — no doubt ending in everyone becoming Christian.  For only after this does “the Antichrist” appear and the “apostasy” take place.  One suspects that this means that before the end of the world everyone will become Christian but later when the Antichrist comes, the majority of Christians fall away. And, of course, then the Lord comes to rescue the small remaining number of Christians. And that is the beginning of eternal life.

Matthew 24:7-10 reports that Jesus says:

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be famines and earthquakes from place to place. All these are the beginning of the labor pains. Then they will hand you over to persecution, and they will kill you. You will be hated by all nations because of my name. And then many will be led into sin; they will betray and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and deceive many; and because of the increase of evildoing, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the world as a witness to all nations, and then the end will come.

And St. Paul says in 2 Thess. 2:1-5 that “the Day of the Lord” cannot come “unless the apostasy comes first and the “Lawless One” (the Antichrist) is revealed”

As of 2019, the facts do not support the idea that the “preaching throughout the world” has already taken place. There are approximately 7.7 billion people in the world and only about 2.3 billion of these are Christian and probably most of these billions of Protestants and Catholics have not yet heard of — or understood— the teachings of the Church on the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist as found in John 6: 51-71. They think the White Host is just a symbol or sign of Christ or something less. So, the gospel has not yet been “preached throughout the world.”

Consequently, a future widespread conversion to Christianity seems necessary because there can be no apostasy until there are Christians who believe the teachings of the Church—particularly the teaching on the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. The apostasy is the widespread rejection of the truth, which cannot happen until the whole world has been evangelized. And this does not yet seem to be the case.  So first comes the conversion of the world to Christianity and then later the “apostasy” and the coming of the Antichrist. This means that the end of today’s intense persecution of the Church and “the preaching throughout the world” is in front of us. How God will end this persecution to allow the preaching to the ends of the word is a mystery all Christians are anxious to see.
John Paul II’s interpretation of the “end” times
There is a statement by John Paul II which supports this optimistic interpretation of the future of Christianity, but it’s origin is difficult to trace. Some people — referencing a Nov. 9, 1978 article found in the Wall Street Journal— say that it is from a statement of John Paul II when he spoke at the Eucharistic Congress in Philadelphia in 1978 during the United States’ Bicentennial celebration. Others question the claim that John Paul II even said this statement when he visited America in 1978. However, there is no doubt that the spirituality expressed in the statement is in harmony with John Paul II’s thinking. Some believe that “John Paul II adapted the comments from the diary of St. Faustina Kowalska, who ‘greatly influenced [John Paul’s] spirituality.’” The thoughts in John Paul II’s statement certainly concur with what St. Faustina says about the end times. 

Whatever the origin of the statement, the direct, distinctive and crisp concepts and style of John Paul II is unmistakable to anyone who has read John Paul II’s works:

We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical confrontation humanity has gone through. I do not think that wide circles of American society or wide circles of the Christian community realize this fully. We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the anti-Church, of the Gospel versus the anti-Gospel.          

It’s important to make a distinction here. The statement attributed to John Paul II –and which I believe correctly reflects his words — does not mention a confrontation between Christ and the Antichrist, which only occurs at the end of the world.

Instead, it’s more likely that John Paul II is referring to a time when the Church is in a “confrontation” with those who are anti-Church and anti-Gospel. In other words, Catholics are in a “confrontation” with those who want to call into question the Church and the Scriptures thereby destroying both. The anti-Church wants to change the Church’s teaching which defines the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist and the Canons that protect the Blessed Sacrament from profanation and sacrilege, like Can. 915 and 916. Similarly, those who proclaim the Gospel are in a confrontation with those who want to change the teachings in Scripture, like Rom. 1:18-32 which condemns “unnatural sexual relations” and John 6:51-71 which clearly and absolutely spells out the teaching of the Church on the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.
But they shall not be able to do it!
The persecution today is necessary to purify the Church. Jesus calls it the “pruning of the vine” (Jn.15:1-2). Then only the faithful will remain. The Church will be smaller but beautiful and resilient, like a solid precious diamond. This will draw all people to the Church until the world is completely Catholic Christians. Only after this does the “Lawless One” or Antichrist appear and the “apostasy” occur.
But between this present persecution at the “beginning” of the end times and the conclusion of the end times when the Antichrist appears along with the apostasy, lay the golden age of Christianity which results from “preaching throughout the world.” This is in front of us. Who knows how long this golden age of Christianity will last—100 years, 1,000 years? Only God knows.

So, is this “gloom and doom?” Far from it. These are exciting times and all Christians should rejoice to be able to participate in them. “Though darkness covers the earth, and thick clouds, the peoples, upon you the LORD will dawn, and over you his glory will be seen. Nations shall walk by your light, kings by the radiance of your dawning” (Is. 60:2-3).
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