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Female Genital Mutilation in Islam
Swedish health authorities discover every girl in one class had undergone genital mutilation: report

http://beta.nydailynews.com/news/world/girl-swedish-school-class-underwent-genital-mutilation-report-article-1.1838078         
By Deborah Hastings, New York Daily News, June 20, 2014
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Egyptian barber Hassan Hafez mimics his procedure for performing female genital mutilation in this 2006 photo. An entire class of girls in one Swedish school were found to have undergone such procedures. 
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A woman in Egypt holds pamphlet detailing the harm caused by female circumcision handed out during an education program. 
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A young woman attends a female genital mutilation seminar in Nairobi that warned of health and emotional dangers of such procedures. 
Swedish health officials have revealed a stunning scale of female genital mutilation at a school where every girl in a single class had been subjected to the procedure.

Sixty cases have been found since March at a school in Norrkoping, the Norrkopings Tidningar reported according to several media translations, including one by Britain's The Independent.

Of the 60, nearly half of the girls had undergone the most extreme form of female circumcision, in which the clitoris and labia are cut off and the vagina is sewn up to leave just a small opening.

*
Of the four schools of Sunni Law, one is the Shafi’i school.  A manual of Shafi’i law, “The Reliance of the Traveler,” instructs genital mutilation for women.  See this article for details: 
Islamic Law for Female Circumcision 

These articles highlights this continuing abuse of women:
Islam and the Suffering of Women by Dallas M. Roark, PhD 
Circumcision 

Here is a quote from the 2nd article:

Circumcision of the female consists of the removal of a part of the clitoris, which is situated above the opening of the urethra. The Sunnah is not to remove all of it, but only a part (al-Mawsu‘ah al-Fiqhiyyah 19/28).

Female genital mutilation is related to Islamic law. 
Source: http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/silas/islam_for_journalists.html. The author is a Catholic priest.
*
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Why Female Circumcision Violates Islam

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/why-female-circumcision-violates-islam_us_58fa2f46e4b0f02c3870e94a 

By Kamran Pasha, April 24, 2017
When I read about the recent arrests of Muslims in Michigan for practicing female genital mutilation, a horrific custom that tragically exists in parts of the Middle East and Africa, I was disgusted, appalled and bewildered that such evil had made its way to our shores in America. How is it possible that well-educated people (in this case doctors!) could still commit this crime against innocent children, damaging them physically and psychologically for life? Especially when it violates the basic precepts of Islam?

Wait a minute, female circumcision violates Islam? Yes, it does. And the fact that this evil practice is thought of by many people, including some Muslims, as part of the religion is just another sad example of how the world’s second largest religion is not only misunderstood by many, but is actually perverted in the modern world to represent the exact opposite of everything it stands for.

Female genital mutilation is an ancient practice where parts of a girl’s genitalia are removed in order to eliminate sexual desire and pleasure in a woman. It originated in pre-Islamic Africa and was referenced by the Greek geographer Strabo during a visit to Egypt around 25 BCE. The practice continued through the Christian era as well as the rise of Islam, and still continues today. UNICEF estimated in 2016 that over 200 million living today have undergone this procedure, mainly in Africa, but it has also been documented in Muslim countries such as Yemen and Indonesia.

The fact that this practice continues 14 centuries after Islam entered these societies has made many conclude that it must be condoned by the religion. But in reality, female genital mutilation has no basis in the Qur’an and violates the clear teachings of Prophet Muhammad.

In 2006, Islamic scholars led by the grand Sheikh of Al Azhar University, the highest scholarly authority in the Islamic world, declared that female genital mutilation is a violation of Islam’s teachings. And in 2008, the US Agency for International Development published an important paper on the issue, “De-linking Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting from Islam.” The authors, Ibrahim Lethome Asmani and Maryam Sheikh Abdi, lay out a very clear and straightforward analysis of Islamic teachings on the subject.

While male circumcision has always been a part of Islam as it has Judaism (both religions linking the practice to their ancestor, the biblical patriarch Abraham), female circumcision is not found anywhere in the Qur’an. A very few hadiths, or oral accounts attributed to the Prophet, have been interpreted by some to suggest that female circumcision was accepted in the early Muslim community, but Islamic scholars have largely discounted such accounts as historically weak and unreliable. So the scriptural basis for such a practice in Islam is unsupported.

But more importantly, the practice itself violates clear teachings of Islam that form the basis of its value system. Firstly, body mutilation is condemned in the Qur’an very clearly, not just in humans but also in animals. The Qur’an says that Satan will arouse in human beings an evil desire to mutilate God’s creation, quoting the Devil as saying: “Truly I will mislead them and surely arouse in them false desires and I will order them to slit the ears of cattle and indeed I will order them to change the nature created by God.” (4:119). Furthermore, the Qur’an is very sensitive to protecting children from harm, especially young girls, and Islam ended the ancient Arab practice of burying unwanted baby girls alive. But more directly to the issue of female genital mutilation, the practice violates the Prophet’s very clear teaching that women have the right sexual fulfillment. Prophet Muhammad advised men: ““When a man has sexual intercourse with his wife, he should be at the same pace with her. If he satisfies his desires before her, he should not withdraw until she has also satisfied herself.”

The latter hadith is surprising to many people today in the West, where religion is often seen as embarrassed by sexuality, especially female sexuality. While this may have been the case in the Christian world for much of history, it is not true of Islam (or Judaism for that matter). Both Islam and Judaism have a long history of seeing sex as a natural part of life and a blessing from God to be enjoyed. What is tragic in the case of Islam is that many Muslims today have forgotten their own religious teachings on the matter. When I first published my novel “Mother of the Believers” on Aisha, the wife of Prophet Muhammad, I was approached at a book signing in the Midwest by a Pakistani woman who said she liked my book, but was very uncomfortable with the open discussion of sexuality among the female characters. Before I could respond to her, another woman in the audience, a white American convert, spoke up. She said that she loved my book because it showed the authentic attitude toward sexuality in early Islam, and that one of the reasons she had converted was her discovery of Islam’s healthy and open views toward sex, which contrasted vividly with her repressed Catholic upbringing.

I was not surprised to see that an American woman embraced Islam’s view of sexuality as natural, while the Pakistani woman was embarrassed, as the Pakistani woman was the product of British colonialism of the Muslim world. The British imperialists during the Victorian era were shocked by Islam’s open view of sexuality and worked hard to change Muslim cultures and make them more “civilized” by being embarrassed by sex. The end result is that in places like India and Pakistan today, Muslims are more repressed than the Victorians, and sex is now an embarrassing and shameful thing to be kept hush hush, rather than accepted as a normal part of life, like eating and drinking.

The Muslim emperors of India who built the Taj Mahal as a monument to love, also embraced a rich artistic heritage in which erotic painting was considered a high art form. But their descendants today blush at the mention of sex in front of “polite company.” It is a bizarre situation in the Islamic world where Muslims have adopted unhealthy Christian attitudes toward sex and abandoned their own values, leading to exactly the kind of confusion that allows practices like female genital mutilation to persist in the shadows.
But the purpose of religion is to bring light to the shadows. As Prophet Muhammad said, Islam was not sent to make people’s lives harder, but to make their lives easier. Islam is a religion that reveres nature as a manifestation of God’s beauty and wisdom. And it is a religion that embraces all that comes with being human, including the blessed gift of sexuality. Islam teaches that the human being is a khalifah, God’s vicegerent on Earth, sent to make the world like unto the perfect Garden from which we originated. And the first step in embracing our spiritual calling is to embrace the beauty of our bodies as the sacred vehicle for that task. The day that we eliminate female genital mutilation from the Earth is the day we will have begun to fulfill our destiny.

See Female Genital Mutilation in the U. S. Factsheet
https://www.equalitynow.org/sites/default/files/FGM%20in%20US%20Fact%20Sheet_0.pdf 
Islam and the suffering of women

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/roark/women_suffering.html EXTRACT
By Dr. Dallas M. Roark, Ph. D.
There are many things that go on in Islam regarding women that are barbaric. Untold suffering has been heaped upon women due to these practices. There seems to be no one in the world of Islam that is willing to speak out and bring an end to these practices.  Imams are silent, the women’s movements of the world are silent, particularly women’s studies in the universities, and reform seems impossible given the secondary position of women in the Qur’an and the hadiths. 
There are many practices that demean women and subject them to barbaric and evil conditions. 

1.  Female Genital Mutilations 

Consider the following news story:

TUZ KHURMATU, Iraq - Sheelan Anwar Omer, a shy 7-year-old Kurdish girl, bounded into her neighbor's house with an ear-to-ear smile, looking for the party her mother had promised. 

There was no celebration. Instead, a local woman quickly locked a rusty red door behind Sheelan, who looked bewildered when her mother ordered the girl to remove her underpants. Sheelan began to whimper, then tremble, while the women pushed apart her legs and a midwife raised a stainless-steel razor blade in the air. "I do this in the name of Allah!" she intoned. 

As the midwife sliced off part of Sheelan's genitals, the girl let out a high-pitched wail heard throughout the neighborhood. As she carried the sobbing child back home, Sheelan's mother smiled with pride. 

"This is the practice of the Kurdish people for as long as anyone can remember," said the mother, Aisha Hameed, 30, a housewife in this ethnically mixed town about 100 miles north of Baghdad. "We don't know why we do it, but we will never stop because Islam and our elders require it." 

More than 60 percent of women in Kurdish areas of northern Iraq have been circumcised, according to a study conducted this year. In at least one Kurdish territory, 95 percent of women have undergone the practice, which human rights groups call female genital mutilation. 

("For Kurdish Girls, a Painful Ancient Ritual," by Amit R. Paley for the Washington Post, December 29, 2008)

Ayaan Hirsi Ali, in her book, INFIDEL, describes her experience as a young female.

“In Somalia, like many countries across Africa and the Middle East, little girls are made “pure” by having their genitals cut out.  There is no other way to describe this procedure, which typically occurs around the age of five.  After the child’s clitoris and labia are carved out, scraped off, or, in more compassionate areas, merely cut or pricked, the whole area is often sewn up, so that a thick band of tissue forms a chastity belt made of the girl’s own scarred flesh.  A small hole is carefully situated to permit a thin flow of pee.  Only great force can tear the scar tissue wider, for sex. 

“Female genital mutilation predates Islam.  Not all Muslims do this, and a few of the peoples who do are not Islamic. But in Somalia, where virtually every girl is excised, the practice is always justified in the name of Islam. Uncircumcised girls may be possessed by devils, fall into vice and perdition, and becomes whores. Imams never discourage the practice: it keeps girls pure. 

“Many girls die during or after their excision, from infections. Other complications cause enormous, more or less lifelong pain.” (New York: Free Press, 2007, p. 31)

There are testimonies of Muslim girls who are frightened to death of their wedding night when they are forced to have sex under these conditions.  Not only is sex a problem, but delivering a child through these conditions is abnormal.  One would think that Muslim men would rise up and condemn the practice for there are men who married women and could not enter the woman on their wedding night. This reflects poorly on a man’s image of himself. 

I consulted a friend who is an ob-gyn doctor and asked his views on the implication of this mutilation.  He wrote:

“I looked up Frank Netter's drawings of the procedure (Netter is a well honored MD/medical artist who is famous for his drawings of anatomical and surgical subjects). Netter shows various degrees of mutilation involved with female "circumcision". It may involve "only" a partial removal of the anterior labia minora and clitoral hood, to the total removal of the labia minora, partial removal of the labia majora and extirpation of the total clitoris. This is the same as we do for cancer of the vulva (called a simple vulvectomy). In both cases with "circumcision", the labia are the sutured TOGETHER! (with vulvectomy we attempt to resuture residual anatomy to appropriate residual anatomy). 
The net results leaves a nearly impenetrable vulva...or what I would think an actually impenetrable vulva. The following are some possible/probable side effects: 

            1) Physical obstruction of the introitus may lead to a condition of hematocolpos and hematometria...the accumulation of menstrual blood in the vagina and endometrial cavity of the uterus which would cause (likely) sterility as well as endometriosis (a condition of small implants of endometrium in the lower abdominal cavity that causes pockets of blood in the abdomen and severe pain in the abdomen...and even potential death should the enlarging blood cysts rupture) 

            2) A misdirection of the urinary stream--the labia minora fundamentally direct or point the flow of urine. This side effect is worse than it sounds...it may cause the smell of urine on the person so effected. 

            3) Severe scarring of the vulva which would lead to a predisposition to severe tearing during childbirth. This (tearing) could lead to severe hemorrhage and the formation of huge hematomas of the vulva...I've seen them the size of a football and require several units of blood transfusion. As a corollary of this, scarring could cause dystocia (an increased disability, or even inability, to deliver.) 

            4) Infection at the time of the procedure or shortly thereafter...infection with attempted intercourse or any trauma that might lacerate the scar tissue. 

            5) Massive dyspareunia (pain with intercourse) due to the scar tissue. This would probably be a lifetime problem unless obviated by surgery. Normal sexual function would likely be impossible. 

            6) The psychological effects would be massive. It seems to certainly have the grotesque psychological side effects as childhood rape has, which often leads to a number of problems, such as drug and alcohol addiction (high correlation), antisocial behavioral disorders (moderate correlation) and remarkably promiscuous behavior, including prostitution (high correlation) 

            7) It has been my observation that many women who are self-described lesbians have had traumatic incidents analogous to this that are associated, in the victim's opinion, with men.”

One has to ask about this practice in the minds of people.  Did the Creator make a mistake in making females the way they are? Do Muslims feel the need to improve on what He did?  Is this not an insult to the Creator?   What does this do for the female in terms of sexual pleasure?  It is not commanded in the Qur’an, so why not reject the practice? Why do imams not condemn the practice? 

The story of Genesis 1-2 is that God created man and woman. No improvements were necessary.   No barbaric operations were ordered.  In fact the Hebrews were forbidden to cut the body. "You are the sons of the LORD your God. You shall not cut yourselves or make any baldness on your foreheads for the dead. (Dt. 14:1)    In the New Testament we read:   “And the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved entire, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. “  (I Thess. 5:23 ASV)   The body, both male and female, is to be kept in its created state. 

The lone exception is male circumcision which was the sign of Yahweh’s Covenant with Abraham. As such the foreskin was cut, but the organ was not mutilated. Nor does it impose a hardship on the man. This was commanded for the Jewish people only. The Qur’an does not command female cutting. If one attempted to justify the practice from the hadiths it must be remembered they are not “revelation.”  Moreover, there are so many fraudulent hadiths that one cannot be sure about using them to justify an evil practice on women. 

It is a horrible sin to mutilate little girls in the name of custom, Allah, religion, or tradition. 
Islamic Law on Female Circumcision

http://answering-islam.org/Sharia/fem_circumcision.html
There is a lot of controversy on the issue of Female Circumcision or Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). It is prohibited by law in most Westen Countries since it is a horrendous and cruel procedure that women are forced so suffer in many countries, particularly in North East Africa. It has a long tradition that goes back way before the time of Islam. It is practiced in varying degrees (see the links in this section). In Egypt the practice dates back even to the time of the Pharaohs and it is sadly performed by people of different religious backgrounds. In discussions about this topic, Muslims usually insist that this practice is a cultural issue, and it is not religiously mandated by Islam.

The following quotation is taken from Reliance of the Traveller, Revised edition, amana publications, Beltsville, 1997. The title page informs us that this book is 

The Classic Manual of Islamic Sacred Law ‘Umdat al-Salik
by Ahmad ibn Naqib al-Misri (d. 769/1368) in Arabic with
Facing English Text, Commentary, and Appendices
Edited and Translated by Nuh Ha Mim Keller


In this book, in the section titled "THE BODY", we find on page 59 the following entry:

	Nuh Hah Mim Keller's Translation
	Arabic Original

	e4.3 Circumcision is obligatory (O: for both men and women. For men it consists of removing the prepuce from the penis, and for women, removing the prepuce (Ar. Bazr) of the clitoris (n: not the clitoris itself, as some mistakenly assert). (A: Hanbalis hold that circumcision of women is not obligatory but sunna, while Hanafis consider it a mere courtesy to the husband.)"
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The above used abbreviations mean: 

A: ... comment by Sheikh 'Abd al-Wakil Durubi

Ar.    Arabic

n: ... remark by the translator

O: ... excerpt from the commentary of Sheikh 'Umar Barakat

However what the Arabic actually says is:

Circumcision is obligatory (for every male and female) by cutting off the piece of skin on the glans of the penis of the male, but circumcision of the female is by cutting out the clitoris (this is called HufaaD). {Bold emphasis ours}

The Arabic word bazr does not mean "prepuce of the clitoris", it means the clitoris itself (cf. the entry in the Arabic-English Dictionary). The deceptive translation by Nuh Hah Mim Keller, made for Western consumption, obscures the Shafi’i law, given by ‘Umdat al-Salik, that circumcision of girls by excision of the clitoris is mandatory. This particular form of female circumcision is widely practiced in Egypt, where the Shafi’i school of Sunni law is followed.
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WHEN MUSLIMS BECOME CHRISTIANS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHEN_MUSLIMS_BECOME_CHRISTIANS.doc
WHO ACCORDING TO THE KORAN ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHO_ACCORDING_TO_THE_KORAN_ARE_THE_PEOPLE_OF_THE_BOOK.doc
WHO WAS THE SPIRIT THAT VISITED MUHAMMAD? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHO_WAS_THE_SPIRIT_THAT_VISITED_MUHAMMAD.doc
WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE EMBRACING ISLAM? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ARE_SO_MANY_PEOPLE_EMBRACING_ISLAM.doc
WHY DO MUSLIMS CALL JESUS ISSA? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DO_MUSLIMS_CALL_JESUS_ISSA.doc
WHY DO MUSLIMS HATE CHRISTIANS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DO_MUSLIMS_HATE_CHRISTIANS.doc
WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN AND NOT A MUSLIM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_A_CHRISTIAN_AND_NOT_A_MUSLIM.doc 

WHY I AM NOT A MUSLIM-MY QUESTIONS TO MUSLIMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_NOT_A_MUSLIM-MY_QUESTIONS_TO_MUSLIMS.doc 
WHY ISLAM DENIES CHRISTS DEATH ON THE CROSS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_DENIES_CHRISTS_DEATH_ON_THE_CROSS.doc 
WHY THE ELECTION OF POPE FRANCIS MADE MAGDI ALLAM DECIDE TO LEAVE THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_ELECTION_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_MADE_MAGDI_ALLAM_DECIDE_TO_LEAVE_THE_CHURCH.doc
WIFE-BEATING IN ISLAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING_IN_ISLAM.doc
WIFE-BEATING-A REBUTTAL OF JAMAL BADAWI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING-A_REBUTTAL_OF_JAMAL_BADAWI.doc
WOMEN IN THE KORAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_THE_KORAN.doc
+over 200 testimonies of Muslims converting to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
