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Top Feminist Theologian Criticizes India’s New Transgender Law from Catholic Perspective
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2020/02/19/top-feminist-theologian-criticizes-indias-new-transgender-law-from-catholic-perspective/
Catherine Buck, New Ways Ministry, February 19, 2020
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Virgina Saldanha-women’s ordination activist turned LGBTQ activist and bishops’ “theologian”
An op-ed in Matters India by Virginia Saldanha, a prominent Catholic lay theologian and former secretary of the Federation of Asian Catholic Bishops’ Conferences’ Office of Laity, Family, and Women, discusses India’s Transgender Persons Law passed in November. Saldanha and others say the law falls far short of providing adequate protections for gender non-conforming people. 
Among Saldanha’s concerns with the law are the lack of inclusion for intersex people and requiring certification by doctors and government personnel for trans people to access any transition-related health care or legal documentation.
The new law allows only trans people who have had gender-confirming surgery to access any of its limited protections. Saldanha believe that the legislation also fails to “view the reality of Trans persons from a secular lens which would be in keeping with the constitution of the country.” She spoke with several young trans leaders who described the humiliation and dehumanization they feel when being asked to submit to such scrutiny for their care.
Saldanha makes a direct connection between her Catholic faith and a drive to provide more positive treatment of trans people in Indian society. She writes:
“In India, we are all familiar with Trans persons. We come across them in public spaces, usually begging, because as they point out, no one is ready to employ them. This bill prohibits begging by trans persons. Without making society sensitive, and public spaces more friendly by changing attitudes through a process of education, how can the government expect these gender/sexual minorities to earn a decent living. They are human beings created by God just like everyone else. Should they be made to suffer for something that they are not responsible for? Neither are their parents! It is just something that does happens in nature.
“I told young Dan that I am sure that Jesus would not treat him the way he has been experiencing marginalization in his faith community. I left the protest wondering what I as a Catholic could do to make this substantial group of Trans persons experience the life in abundance that Christ came to offer all people.”
In speaking out against the oppression of trans people in her society and in the church, Saldanha is already working towards the justice she seeks to carry out. She correctly in asserts that the legislation does not adequately support trans people, and that the Catholic community could do much more to rectify this situation. Saldanha has long been an outspoken supporter of the LGBTQ community. In 2014, she wrote an op-ed for UCA news asking for the then-upcoming synod on marriage and the family to bring LGBT people “in from the cold,” and to incorporate their needs more fully into church ministry.
For other LGBTQ and allied Catholics in India, there are a number of ways to more fully support the rights of trans people throughout the country. Rainbow Catholics India was formed in October 2019 with the support* of Cardinal Gracias, a close advisor to Pope Francis. 
Three years ago in Kerala, women religious were instrumental in creating India’s first trans-inclusive school and shelter, as well as incorporating education related to transgender issues in their Carmelite schools. 
It is essential that both ordained and lay Catholics throughout India vocally support trans people. Where trans people face continued marginalization and discrimination, it is necessary to continue reaffirming their gender and personhood, especially in religious spaces. By raising the voices of those most impacted by this policy, Saldanha’s report sets a strong example of advocacy that all can follow.
*Indian Catholics Celebrate Launch of New LGBTQ Ministry Supported by Top Cardinal
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2019/10/17/indian-catholics-celebrate-launch-of-new-lgbtq-ministry-supported-by-top-cardinal/
Robert Shine, Managing Editor, New Ways Ministry, October 17, 2019

Catholics in India are celebrating the launch of a new LGBTQ ministry that has the support of a top cardinal who happens to be a close advisor of Pope Francis.
Rainbow Catholics India (RCI) began as an effort to promote the “unconditional, visible inclusion of Rainbow Catholics,” according to its mission statement, The ministry aims to provide resources and host supportive gatherings, as well as plan for a national assembly. Matters India reported on the group’s origins as a local effort in Mumbai that has gone national:

“Rainbow Catholics Mumbai (RCM), was formed following the meeting of Cardinal [Oswald] Gracias [of Bombay] with Wendell Rodricks and Ruby Almeida [of the LGBTQ Catholic group Quest in the United Kingdom].
” ‘We set up this group to reach out to our alienated LGBT+ Catholic communities. As we approach our first anniversary we look forward to working with our Rainbow and Catholic allies to build bridges and platforms where the pastoral needs and voices of our faithful LGBT+ Catholics are heard. Our greatest desire is that our Church becomes a welcome and inclusive space for all of God’s children,’ affirms Ruby Almeida. We had a series of meetings and made connections with Rainbow groups in Bangalore and Kerala…
“Rainbow Catholics India is still at a very nascent stage being the first organization of its kind that aims to create a safe environment for Rainbow Catholics in the Archdiocese of Bombay and the country to eradicate discrimination against our community.”

A group to support LGBTQ Catholics and their families is needed not only in the church, but in society, according to RCI’s secretary, Jiby Joyce: ” ‘Though same-sex relationship and marriage has been legalized in many parts of the world and LGBT+ rights have become part of the mainstream public discourse in ways that would have been unimaginable even a decade ago, yet discrimination against sexual minorities in India continues to be very strong. The force of judgements gets even harsher when religious groups and organizations project their homophobic attitudes towards Rainbow faith followers, rendering them vulnerable to attacks and at risk to mental stress and suicidal tendencies.’ “

Going forward, RCI will develop not only its national network, but join international efforts like the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics to bring LGBTQ equality to the Catholic Church:

“To sustain these efforts, RCI is committed to learn and share from other inclusive Christian groups, organizations and NGOs that are devoted to the promotion of Rainbow faith followers. We also hope to shed more light on Catholic thinking and belief through tapping into scientific research and findings on LGBT+ persons, so that the Catholic Church will grow towards our vision of inclusion irrespective of gender identity and expressions.”

It is significant not only that Indian Catholics have launched this group, but that they have done so with the blessing of one of Pope Francis’ closest advisors, Cardinal Gracias, who has been outspoken in his support for LGBTQ people. Last year, he supported a new hotline** to help Catholics struggling with their faith over LGBTQ issues. During a 2015 interview with Bondings 2.0, Gracias has said to LGBTQ people that “the Church wants you, the Church needs you, the Church embraces you”. He was also one of the few religious leaders who publicly opposed anti-LGBT criminalization in India.

Elsewhere in India, Catholics with the humanitarian group Caritas India have begun transgender-specific outreach and other Catholics founded a school specifically for transgender youth. These efforts of the faithful alongside Rainbow Catholics India to build up LGBTQ social inclusion and solidarity will positively influence the church. But they will also have an outsized impact in India, which decriminalized homosexuality just last year, despite Catholics being just two percent of the population. May Rainbow Catholics India grow and flourish in its much-needed mission to create unconditional and visible inclusion!
To learn more about Rainbow Catholics India, you can visit their Facebook page here. 
**Cardinal Blesses Hotline to Help LGBT Catholics, Allies Struggling with Faith
https://www.newwaysministry.org/2018/11/05/cardinal-blesses-hotline-to-help-lgbt-catholics-allies-struggling-with-faith/
Robert Shine, Managing Editor, New Ways Ministry, November 5, 2018

One of India’s top Catholic leaders has given his blessing for an LGBT hotline to help struggling Catholics, and he promised as well to encourage clergy to be more compassionate toward LGBT people.
Cardinal Oswald Gracias of the Archdiocese of Bombay gave his support to the phone project during a private meeting with internationally-known fashion designer Wendell Rodricks, the person behind the hotline intended to help LGBT people and allies become closer to the church. The Hindu reported Rodrick’s words on the meeting:

“‘I was moved to tears when Cardinal Gracias not only gave his total approval and support but also agreed to advise his clergy to be more compassionate and less condemning of the LGBTQ community. . .At the end of our meeting, His Eminence placed his hand on my head and blessed me in a special way: “Christ bless us for the work we are doing for society”. Suffice to say I felt blessed, grateful and immensely joyful. In smog-filled Bombay, my heart felt a rainbow in the sky.'”

Gracias has previously spoken publicly in favor of LGBT pastoral accompaniment, saying to the community, “the Church wants you, the Church needs you, the Church embraces you” in 2015, during an interview with Bondings 2.0. He was also one of the few religious leaders who has publicly opposed anti-LGBT criminalization in India. This openness is likely what led Ruby Almeida, a co-chair of the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics and chairperson of Quest, a UK Catholic LGBT group, to encourage Rodricks to meet with Gracias. Almeida commented on the hotline:

“‘The local group set up in Mumbai will be working closely with Wendell Rodricks to address the needs of LGBTIQ Catholics initially in Mumbai and Goa. . .We very much hope other [religious] groups can look to us for support to [address] faith amongst the LGBTI community which had been overlooked till now.'”
The hotline comes from Rodrick’s own experiences of exclusion in the church and the personal damage an LGBT person experiences when not accepted by their religious community. The Hindu expressed reported the reaction of one LGBT Catholic:

“But 29-year-old Mark, a design professional, is hopeful that Mr. Rodricks’ plans will help young queer Catholics like him. ‘I felt like I was sinning,’ he says, reminiscing his childhood. ‘I remember confessing having feelings for another man to a priest and he told me it’s okay to feel the attraction but acting on it is a sin.’ Mark doesn’t go to Church any more. ‘I still have a relationship with God and Jesus but I don’t think [being gay] is a sin.'”

This endeavor is a fine example of what can happen when church leaders allow and even affirm the initiatives of LGBT lay people to create inclusive projects. If the world’s bishops really want to live out the rhetoric of accompaniment and synodality so prominent at the Synod on Youth, then they must back lay initiatives on all matters, including LGBT equality.
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Dear Cardinal Oswald Gracias, 

The file that I prepared on the above subject is attached.
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LGBTQ_GROUP_RAINBOW_CATHOLICS_MUMBAI_CREDITS_CDL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WITH_SUPPORTING_THEIR_FORMATION.doc
The "Catholics" in my report were/are actively gay. You have endorsed and supported their chosen lifestyles. You are therefore primarily responsible for their sins and for their souls. 

One of them, Mrs. Wendell Rodricks. has already gone before the Judgment Seat of God. 

There is no evidence in any of the dozens of files which I studied and have linked that you warned them of the consequences of the active lesbianism and sodomy that they indulge/d in. Instead they have extended their organizational activities that are drawing many more out of their closets.  They have now, with your support, made Bombay archdiocese the centre of their activities.

A couple of related files more will be uploaded tomorrow, God wiling.

The Archbishop of Goa, Filipe Neri Ferrao, who did not correct Mrs. Wendell Rodricks but virtually canonized him with a solemn church funeral (Rodricks is suspected to have died of a sexually transmitted disease contracted through his "husband" - https://www.theweek.in/news/entertainment/2020/02/18/wendell-rodricks-husband-jerome-marrel-posts-touching-note-for-late-designer.html - Jerome Marrell) and his secretary Fr. Joaquim Loiola Pereira and the priests of the Goa archdiocese who remained silent during the decades long public exposure of their scandalous life together all share in the sin and the answerability for it. So too many of the Executives of the CBCI which is why I have marked copies to all of them.

Last but not least Virginia Saldanha, champion for the ordination of women as priests, and who runs a virtual recruitment centre out of your archdiocese through her Catherine of Siena Virtual College, has now joined the queer brigade. She is an entity of your own making and grooming.

There's also your priest Fr. Suren Abreu about whom I must write next. He too is "in" with them. Publicly. And out of your own Pius X Seminary in Goregaon.

I would not like to be in your shoes when you stand for your Judgement. Are you not afraid, not any one of you? I fear for you all, our supposed pastors and "teachers. God have mercy on us.

Catholic apologist, Michael Prabhu, Chennai
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