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                                                                                              MAY 31, 2019 
The Church is burning 

https://rorate-caeli.blogspot.com/2019/04/de-mattei-holy-week-2019-church-is.html#more
By Roberto de Mattei, Correspondinza Romano, April 17, 2019
“Thou didst hear his words out of the midst of the fire” (Deuteronomy 4, 36)



Why did the fire of Notre Dame Cathedral generate such enormous shock all over the world? Because apart from the intrinsic value of the monument, Notre Dame is a symbol. It was written everywhere: a symbol of Christianity, a symbol of Western conscience, a symbol of a collective cultural patrimony, a symbol of European identity, a symbol of French national history.
We live in a world that has lost the value of logic, but the power of symbols is still extraordinary, given that symbols are used by the mass-media system to create emotional-reactions, often replacing the role of reason. There are in fact two ways of arriving at the truth: one through reason, the other through symbols. But the two ways are complementary, not alternative. Jesus, for example, uses the language of symbols, but also convincing logic. Rational language is founded on the principal of non-contradiction, whereas symbolic language is based on images and visible signs referring to an invisible reality. A symbol renders immediately comprehensible that which is veiled to the eyes of reason. Logic helps to decipher the language of symbols. Everything our senses experience has a significance and leads to the invisible, of which it is a reflex and imitation.

In the case of the Notre Dame fire, everyone perceived the symbolic value of the wounded cathedral, but few have sought to understand the symbolic significance of what happened. Notre Dame, like all cathedrals, represents the Catholic Church in its architectural impetus towards Heaven. How not to see in the smoke and flames that enveloped it on April 15th, the image of the smoke and flames enveloping the Church of Christ? As far back as 1972, Paul VI spoke of the “smoke of Satan” penetrating the Temple of God. This smoke today is the result of a fire that ravaged the Church, until it carbonized the very top.  Might it not be possible to see in the collapse of the fleche - Notre Dame’s tall spire - the fall of the pinnacle of the Church?

At this time, another symbolic image overlaps that of the Notre Dame blaze: a scene with Pope Francis, Vicar of Christ, kissing the feet of three Sudanese Muslim leaders, asking them “to extinguish the fires of war once and for all.” This happened on April 11th at the end of a spiritual retreat in the Vatican, conceived by the (schismatic) Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. Immediately afterwards, on the first day of Holy Week, the French cathedral – the most famous and most visited in the world after St. Peter’s – was consumed by flames.

In the world of those faithful to Tradition, there is an ongoing discussion, at times heated [in the attempt] to establish whether this or that verbal expression by Pope Francis can be considered heretical. But this theological and canonical investigation risks staying abstract and ignoring the language of gestures, which expresses in a direct manner a reality that every baptized person who has kept his sensus fidei can easily discern. Well then, rarely has the Church been humiliated by gestures like the one made by Pope Francis prostrated at the feet of political and other religious leaders. Francis is in fact, the Vicar on Earth of the King of Kings, to Whom everyone owes homage. There can never be any true peace outside the Truth proclaimed by He Who is the only Prince of Peace. His dominion embraces all men, as Pope Pius XI reminds us of in his encyclical Quas Primas, of December 11th 1925, citing the words of his predecessor Leo XIII:

“The empire of Christ extends not only over Catholic nations and those who, having been duly washed in the waters of holy baptism, belong of right to the Church, although erroneous opinions keep them astray, or dissent from her teaching cuts them off from her care; it comprises also all those who are deprived of the Christian faith, so that the whole human race is most truly under the power of Jesus Christ (Enc. Annum Sacrum, del 25 May 1899.  Pius XI adds:  “If the kingdom of Christ, then, receives, as it should, all nations under its way, there seems no reason why should we despair of seeing that peace which the King of Peace came to bring on earth - He who came to reconcile all things, who came not to be ministered unto but to minister?”




On April 11th Jesus Christ was humiliated by His Vicar, with an act just as symbolic as the fire on April 15th.  In the tragedy of the blaze, Divine Providence did not allow the Holy Crown of Thorns to be destroyed, redeemed at great cost by St. Louis, who in 1239, wearing only a linen tunic, and barefoot, welcomed it to Paris and carried it in procession. To safeguard this relic the Sovereign commissioned the building of Sainte Chapelle, an outstanding jewel of Gothic art.  We must be grateful to the firefighter’s Chaplain, Father Fournier, who, defying danger, managed to save the Holy Species and the Crown of Thorns.*
Jesus, after being scourged, insulted and besmirched with spit, was forced to wear a purple garment; a crown of thorns was thrust on His head, and, in His right hand, in the place of a scepter, a cane, to signify that His was a sham Kingdom.  Then His executioners knelt in front of Him and adored Him in mockery, saying Ave Rex Judaeorum (Mt 27, 28-29).  The Lord then came out in plain sight of everyone, dressed in purple, crowned with thorns: portans coronam spineam et purpureum vestimentum (John 19, 5) and Pilate showed Him to the people, with the words: Ecce Homo: Behold the Man. The Prefect of the Praetorium, spoke unknowingly through the mouth of the Holy Spirit, Who was saying: He appears to be merely a Man, but He is the Son of God, the Messiah, promised by the law, the King of men and Angels, the Saviour of the human race.
In the same way, in this age of Passion we live in, the words Ecce Ecclesia seem to resound: behold the Bride of Christ, the only depositary of the means of Salvation, the Queen of Peace, the Teacher of men, the Kingdom, whose keys have been entrusted to Peter. Behold Holy Church, covered in sores, disfigured, defiled. How is possible that She be treated this way? 
Moved by sorrow and indignation, we adore the Church, directing our veneration in particular to the adorable relic of the Crown of Thorns.
In medieval cathedrals, like Notre Dame, the demons were represented under the form of grotesque and deformed sculptures, on the exterior of the church, which the wicked spirits cannot enter into. When flares of fire inside the temple of God, replace the pure light of the stained-glass, it means that hell has entered. “The Fires of Hell in Notre Dame”, was a headline on the front page of the German newspaper Bild of April 16th. 



The words of St. Louis Maria Grignion de Montfort, in the entreaty of his Inflamed Prayer, resound prophetically. “Fire! Fire! Fire! Help! Help! Help! There is fire in the house of God! There is fire in souls! There is fire even in the sanctuary!”  But just as vibrantly the Saint’s final invocation resounds in our hearts, on this Easter Eve: “Exsurge, Domine, quare abdormis? Rise Lord! Why are you pretending to sleep? Rise with all Your omnipotence, mercy and justice. Form a company of bodyguards chosen to protect Your House, defend Your Glory and save souls, so that there is only one sheepfold and one Shepherd, and all may glorify You in Your Temple. Et in templo ejus omnes dicent gloriam. Amen.”
*https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/structure-of-notre-dame-saved-after-major-fire-64772   
PETITION: Say no to rebuilding a 'modern' Notre Dame Cathedral
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The burning of the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris is a tragedy.

For more than 800 years, this beautiful church stood as a monument to Almighty God, withstanding everything from world wars to revolutions.

Now, French President Emmanuel Macron is suggesting France may rebuild the parts of Notre Dame destroyed by the fire in accordance with "modern" principles.
Others have said that it was a "liberating" act that Notre Dame was burned. Some believe Notre Dame is too Catholic and doesn't reflect an "inclusive" contemporary France.

This petition opposes those who think they can improve on what Notre Dame was. It opposes those who want to change or rebuild Notre Dame with "modern" ideas. Those who erected Notre Dame in the first place got it right. 
No matter how the fire started, it seems God protected this architectural jewel by not allowing the two towers or walls to come crumbling down. It also seems to be divine providence that the rose windows, the high altar, relics, crown of thorns, and countless other pieces of art were not damaged.

We need to show our gratitude to God for sparing this gorgeous Cathedral and rebuild it the way it was before. 
Therefore, this petition calls on French authorities to uphold the Catholic integrity of Notre Dame and to oppose any efforts at "modernizing" this beautiful church.

To: French President Emmanuel Macron
We urge you to not "modernize" the Notre Dame Cathedral. This beautiful Church is first and foremost a House of God. Those who built it in the first place got it right. 

I ask you to defend the Catholic integrity of this architectural jewel and not allow contemporary ideas to ruin this 800-year-old magnificent Cathedral. 

Do not destroy something that has withstood two world wars and revolutions. Do not "modernize" Notre Dame.
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Bishop Schneider: Notre Dame fire is sign of ‘spiritual conflagration’ in the Church

http://brownpelicanla.com/bishop-schneider-notre-dame-fire-is-sign-of-spiritual-conflagration-in-the-church-by-diane-montagna/
By Diane Montagna, LifeSiteNews, Rome, April 17, 2019
The extensive fire that tore through the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris on Monday is a sign of the “spiritual conflagration” that has ripped through the Catholic Church in the past fifty years, Bishop Athanasius Schneider has said.

In comments to LifeSite on Wednesday, the auxiliary of Astana, Kazakhstan said the devastating fire that ravaged the Paris cathedral contains an “unmistakable spiritual message.”

The destruction, he says, is a “symbolic and evocative” sign of “what happened in the life of the Church” in recent decades, as people have “witnessed a conflagration of the Church’s most precious spiritual masterpieces” — her liturgy, faith and moral life, especially among priests.

The clerical sex abuse scandal, he adds, is the “climax” of this “decades-long spiritual conflagration.”

In his comments, Bishop Schneider makes no conclusions about the cause of the Notre Dame fire but places it in context of the series of arson attacks perpetrated against Catholic churches in the last year.

Elaborating on the tragedy’s “stirring” message, he identifies as the “spiritual arsonists” in the Church the members of the “liberal” establishment of heterodox theologians and clergy who have contributed to the crisis in the Church or who refuse to address its root causes. Many among their ranks, he notes, now regard Benedict XVI as a “troublemaker” for obstructing their “incendiary work,” through his recent essay.

Bishop Schneider insists that the blaze at Notre Dame is a “cri de coeur for authentic conversion,” especially among the “Shepherds of the Church.”
According to the auxiliary of Astana, it is also a call to the entire Church to do penance for the spiritual conflagration that has ripped through the Church in the past fifty years.

“Penance and reparation must be made, especially for the betrayal of the command of God the Father that all mankind should believe in His Divine Son, the only Savior of mankind. For God wills positively only the one and unique religion which believes that His Incarnated Son is God and the only Savior,” he writes, in a clear reference to the controversial Abu Dhabi statement that God “wills” a “diversity of religions.”

“Penance and reparation must also be made for the betrayal of Christ’s explicit command to evangelize all nations without exception,” including the “Jewish” and “Muslim” people, he adds.

“God will not indefinitely and shamelessly be mocked by so many Shepherds of the Church today, through their betrayal of the Faith, their sycophantic serving of the world and their neo-pagan worship of temporal and earthly realities,” he says. “To them as well are addressed these words of Christ, ‘I tell you, unless you repent you will all likewise perish’ (Lk 13: 5).”

Bishop Schneider expresses his hope that the Notre Dame fire might “rekindle” in the Shepherds of the Church a “love and zeal” for the Catholic Faith and an ardent desire to evangelize all people.

He concludes by calling to mind what he considers “one of the most touching and spiritually powerful signs” amidst the tragedy: young people and even children singing the Ave Maria as their beloved Cathedral, dedicated to Our Lady, burned before their eyes. Such prayer, he concludes, is the foundation for rebuilding “the spiritual ruins in the life of the Church in our day.”

Here below is the full text of Bishop Athanasius Schneider’s comments to LifeSite on the cathedral of Notre Dame fire.

Some considerations on the conflagration of the Cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris

The lightning vehemence with which fire engulfed the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris left one with the impression that an unexpected event had come like a bolt from out of the blue. And yet, viewed as a phenomenon, this tragedy came after a series of hundreds of systematic arson attacks on various sacred objects belonging to the Catholic Church in France over the last year.

It is also significant that the fire in Notre Dame occurred at the beginning of Holy Week, which is the heart of the liturgical year for all Catholics. As the facts in the case are still unknown, we have no evidence on which to base allegations of a plot to destroy the cathedral. Yet one is left with a queasy feeling inside, especially as one considers the chain of systematic anti-Catholic events, marginalization, discrimination and ridicule which the Catholic Faith has undergone at the hands of the French political establishment and French media landscape, both of which are firmly in the hands of the current anti-Christian and Free Masonic powers in France.

Notre Dame is not only the most symbolic cultural and religious sign for the Catholic Church in France. Given that France bears the title “eldest daughter of the Church,” her main cathedral also has deep cultural and religious significance for the entire Catholic world.

The destruction of a visible sign of such vast proportion as the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris also contains an unmistakable spiritual message. The fire of Notre Dame is without doubt a powerful and stirring sign which God is giving to His Church in our day. It is a cri de coeur for authentic conversion, first and foremost among the Shepherds of the Church. The fire has largely destroyed Notre Dame, a centuries-old masterpiece of the Catholic Faith. This is a symbolic and highly evocative representation of what has happened in the life of the Church over the last fifty years, as people have witnessed a conflagration of the Church’s most precious spiritual masterpieces, i.e., the integrity and beauty of the Catholic Faith, the Catholic liturgy and Catholic moral life, especially among priests.

The climax of this decades-long spiritual conflagration has manifested itself in the clerical sexual abuse scandals which have profoundly shaken the entire Church. Sadly, we must say that the handling of the clerical sexual abuse scandal has remained more or less on the level of emotional dismay. The true roots of this crisis have not been transparently disclosed, nor, consequently, have effective spiritual medicine and peremptory canonical norms been applied. In a recent and detailed essay, the former Pope Benedict XVI identified one of the most important roots of the abuse crisis, i.e. the loss of the true Faith, the prevalence of moral relativism, and the heterodox and unspiritual formation of seminarians. In reactions to the statement of the former Pope Benedict XVI one could observe an embarrassed silence — and even some indignant outcries — rumbling throughout the ranks of the establishment of liberal theologians and liberal clergy, who are the true spiritual arsonists in the Church today. They now consider the former Pope Benedict XVI to be a troublemaker whose blunt observations obstruct their incendiary work.

If the Shepherds of the Church will not recognize in the Notre Dame conflagration a Divine warning, they will be behaving like the people in Salvation History who did not recognize the warnings that God often gave them through the uncomfortable and unabashed words of the prophets, through natural catastrophes and various events. The tragedy of Notre Dame spontaneously brought to my mind the following words of Our Lord: “Or those eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, No; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Lk 13: 4-5)

The tragic conflagration of the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris is also a propitious occasion for all members of the Church to do penance for the acts of betrayal that have been committed against Christ and His Divine teachings in the life of the Church over the past fifty years. Penance and reparation must be made, especially for the betrayal of the command of God the Father that all mankind should believe in His Divine Son, the only Savior of mankind. For God wills positively only the one and unique religion which believes that His Incarnated Son is God and the only Savior of mankind. Penance and reparation must also be made for the betrayal of Christ’s explicit command to evangelize all nations without exception, first among them the Jewish people. For it was to them that Christ first sent His Apostles, to bring them to faith in Him and to the New and Everlasting Covenant for which the Old and temporary Covenant was established.
If the Shepherds of the Church refuse to do penance for the spiritual conflagration of the past fifty years, and for the betrayal of Christ’s universal command to evangelize, should we then not fear that God might send another and more shocking sign, like a devastating conflagration or earthquake that would destroy St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome? God will not indefinitely and shamelessly be mocked by so many Shepherds of the Church of our own day, through their betrayal of the Faith, their sycophantic serving of the world and their neo-pagan worship of temporal and earthly realities. To them as well are addressed these words of Christ, “I tell you, unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”  (Lk 13: 5)

May the fire at the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris, however sad and deplorable it is, rekindle — especially in the Shepherds of the Church — a love and zeal for the true Catholic Faith and for the ardent evangelization of all those who do not yet believe in Christ. And may they be mindful not to marginalize and cowardly exclude the Jewish and Muslim people from this outstanding form of charity. May the fire at Notre Dame also serve as a means to inflame in the Shepherds of the Church a spirit of true repentance, so that God might grant to all the grace of a renewal in the true Faith and in true love for Christ, Our Lord, Our God and Our Savior.

When the cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris began to burn, there was a group of faithful, with children and young people among them, who knelt on the ground and sang the Hail Mary. This was one of the most touching and spiritually powerful signs in the midst of a great tragedy. May Our Lady, Help of Christians, intercede for us, that the Shepherds of the Church might begin, with the help of the lay faithful, to rebuild the spiritual ruins in the life of the Church in our day. In the Church, as in Paris, a process of repairing and rebuilding is a sign of hope.

April 17, 2019

+ Athanasius Schneider, Auxiliary Bishop of the archdiocese of Saint Mary in Astana

Cardinal Burke: Notre Dame fire prompts ‘sobering reflection’ on ‘grievous sins’ of our day
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-burke-on-notre-dame-fire
By Diane Montagna, Rome, April 16, 2019
The devastating fire that ravaged the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris is a “sobering reflection” on the “attacks upon the infinite beauty of the faith by the grievous sins and crimes of our day,” a prominent cardinal has said.
In comments to LifeSite on Tuesday morning, Cardinal Raymond Burke said from Rome that he is “profoundly saddened by the massive destruction done to the magnificent Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris by yesterday’s fire.”

On Monday evening, as Catholics enter Holy Week and celebrate the central mysteries of Redemption — the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ — the world watched in horror as the heart of worship in France, the “eldest daughter of the Church,” was engulfed in flames. 

“Before such a tragic event,” Cardinal Burke said, “I join in prayer with the devout Catholics of Paris, of France, and of the whole world, for whom the Cathedral of Notre Dame is a living expression of our deep faith in God and our ardent love of Him.” 

While many have noted that Notre Dame is an emblematic monument for the entire nation of France, Cardinal Burke stressed that “for Catholics, churches are not monuments but are the House of God, in which we really and truly encounter Heaven.”

“Because of God’s immeasurable and unceasing love of us in the Church, churches are also the House of the Church,” he said.
“For that reason,” the cardinal continued, “the faithful in the 12th Century employed only the most beautiful and enduring materials in constructing the Cathedral which was intended to last throughout the ages until the Coming of Our Lord at the end of time.”

Cardinal Burke then recalled Pope Benedict XVI’s apostolic visit to France one decade ago. 

“In his homily for Vespers in the splendid Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, on September 12, 2009,” he said, “Pope Benedict XVI paid tribute to the Cathedral as a ‘living hymn of stone and light in praise of that act, unique in the annals of human history: the eternal Word of God entering our history in the fullness of time to redeem us by His self-offering in the sacrifice of the Cross.’” 

“The Cathedral of Notre Dame is truly a hymn of praise to the Mystery of the Incarnation of God the Son in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary,” the cardinal added.
He also noted the power of Notre Dame’s beauty to convert men’s hearts.

“It is fitting to recall that it was in the same cathedral that the poet Paul Claudel (1868-1955) had a singular experience of the beauty of God, during the chanting of the Magnificat while attending Vespers on Christmas of 1886,” he said. “His singular experience on that Christmas night led to his conversion to the Catholic faith.”
“It should not escape us that the via pulchritudinis, the way of beauty, is a most important and irreplaceable means of announcing God to a culture fraught with secularism and materialism,” Cardinal Burke, who founded Marian Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the diocese of La Crosse, said.

Speaking to the symbolism of Notre Dame engulfed in flames last evening, the cardinal said: “Viewing the ravage of the Cathedral of Notre Dame by yesterday’s fire, men and women of faith are led to consider the attacks upon the infinite beauty of the faith by the grievous sins and crimes of our day.” 

“What took decades of dedicated labor of the most excellent kind to build is destroyed in a matter of a few hours.” 
“Yesterday’s event,” he went on, “is a sobering reflection upon the destructiveness of man’s rebellion against the beauty, truth, and goodness with which God has created us and our world and has redeemed us and our world by the Redemptive Incarnation of His only-begotten Son, the very event celebrated in the building of the Cathedral of Notre Dame.”

Cardinal Burke also recalled “with deepest gratitude” the “great privilege” he was accorded by Cardinal André Vingt-Trois, then Archbishop of Paris, of celebrating a Pontifical Mass on Sunday, September 27, 2015, in the Cathedral of Notre Dame. 

“The memory of the offering of the Holy Mass in such a totally inspiring edifice will never leave me,” he said. “Everything about the Cathedral pointed to the great Mystery of Faith celebrated in the Holy Mass.” 

Cardinal Burke concluded by saying: “With devout Catholics of Paris, of France and of the universal Church, I pray that somehow, imitating the sacrificial faith, hope and love of those who first built the Cathedral of Notre Dame, we may all join to restore what has been lost through yesterday’s fire.”

Did Notre Dame’s fire have a spiritual meaning for our time?
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/did-notre-dames-fire-have-a-spiritual-meaning-for-our-time
By Doyen Nguyen, April 16, 2019

Like the Israelites in the Old Testament, we should see the theological meaning of the partial destruction of Notre Dame. What took place filled me with grief, but in the end, I saw the rays of hope. Allow me then to share with you my reflections below.
1.  Notre Dame burning yesterday evening is the symbol of the Catholic Church burning, the symbol of the current severe crisis in the Church by which the devil seeks to destroy her, our Holy Mother.  Church.

2.  Notre Dame's partial yet severe destruction, which symbolizes the deformities of the Church, did not come about by any external bombing or the like.  The deformities originated from within. The worst enemy is always the enemy within -- and this is true, whether at the individual/personal level or at the collective level.  Right now the worst enemies of Holy Mother Church come from within, just as Pope Benedict said.
3.  The collapsed spire and 2/3 the roof destroyed, symbolize the loss of the Church's credibility in the world -- an unrelenting loss of credibility caused by the moral depravity among her many sons (and daughters) especially those in high ecclesiastical offices.  

4.  But Amen, both towers of Notre Dame remain standing firm, reminiscent of the two pillars anchoring the barque of Peter in the dreams of Don Bosco. We had the faithful praying the Rosary outside the Cathedral yesterday evening, joined by many other Catholics around the world; and we had firefighters valiantly fighting the fire to save Notre Dame from complete destruction.  Amen, the Lord heard the cry of the poor! He answered! Praise be the Lord!

The Lord will always come to rescue us as we reach the bottom of our brokenness, on the verge of complete self-destruction.  He will rescue us, provided that we cooperate and put in the effort in prayer and in works (cf. the faithful praying and the firefighters putting out the fire)  

This, God willing, marks the turning point.  There is Hope, Hope for rebirth. Conversion is a reality, both at the personal and collective level.  

5. The reality of conversion: it is a slow, steady (painstaking process).  It requires the perseverance of a lifetime. The reconstruction of the destroyed parts of Notre Dame will take years and cost millions.

I pray that hand in hand with the physical rebuilding of Notre Dame, there will be also the moral-spiritual rebuilding of Holy Mother Church (for this, let's beg the Lord to give us true shepherds), and a rebuilding of the culture of life.  

Notre Dame’s fire is a call for Europe’s conversion back to the Faith
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/the-fire-of-notre-dame-is-a-call-for-europes-conversion-back-to-the-faith
By Gabriele Kuby, Paris, April 18, 2019
On the first day of Holy Week, Notre Dame was burning in Paris. Could there be any symbol with a louder cry of “change your ways!”? Christianity has been struck in the heart! Everyone feels it — including those who are not Catholic or even believers. Where are we to go with the needs of the world, with our own hardships, when we no longer have churches, when Christianity has been devastated and survives only at the margins or underground?
The Western world has fallen away from faith. More and more churches are closed, and more and more fall victim to vandalism — more than 1,000 in France in 2018. Humanity has become indifferent toward God, and the powerful are doing everything they can to obliterate belief from the hearts of people, to destroy Christian culture, and to deprive Christians of any possibility to influence society.

It was not only the first day of Holy Week, but also the eve of Saint Bernadette Soubirous’ and Pope Benedict XVI’s birthdays. A few hours after his retirement announcement on February 11, 2013, a bolt of lightning tore from the sky and struck the top of St. Peter’s Basilica — a sign that has come true in a shocking way. On April 11, 2019, the pope emeritus again spoke out as a shepherd who does not abandon his flock and gives them light and direction, so they will not despair of the Church:
A society in which God is absent — a society that does not know Him and treats Him as nonexistent — is a society that loses its sense of proportion. In our times, the catchphrase of ‚God is dead’ was coined. 

They assure us that when God dies in a society, it becomes free. In truth, the death of God in a society also means the end of its freedom, because with Him dies the meaning that provides direction. And because the compass disappears that shows us the way by teaching us to distinguish good from evil.

That is why Notre Dame burned. The cathedral’s basic structures are still standing. The church structures in Europe are still standing, but they are no longer filled with believers who kneel before the Eucharist, who ask God’s merciful forgiveness in confession, who still know what they believe and still admit to their faith, who walk the narrow path to holiness. How much do they wish to have an example in their shepherds! But so often the flock is left alone, no longer taught to recognize wolves in sheep’s clothing so as not to be trapped by them. Shepherds, where are you? Why such fear? Why do you not show us how to follow Jesus? Why do you deliver the flock to the wolves?

The Crown of Thorns was rescued from the flames of Notre Dame. Turning to God means consent to sacrifice and suffering. But sacrifice and suffering are the stones with which Notre Dame will be rebuilt. St. Francis of Assisi received the instruction from Jesus: “Rebuild my church.” He took it literally and began rescuing San Damiano from decay. But he did much more: through his sacred life, he renewed the entire Church.

Emmanuel Macron assures us that Notre Dame will be rebuilt. A French family will donate 100 million euros for it. Great! But the true reconstruction will occur through conversion to the fullness of faith. Whatever their situation, everyone can contribute to rebuilding Notre Dame by living the word of God.

We are in Holy Week. Jesus says, “And if those days had not been shortened, no human being would be saved; but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened” (Mt. 24:22). We will not be spared the tragedy of Good Friday. But we know and believe and have experienced in our own lives that the Resurrection comes after the crucifixion.

The Lord is truly risen! Let our hearts be filled with the joy of our Lord’s resurrection this coming Easter Sunday, so that we may have the strength to stand firm at the foot of the cross.

Notre Dame, our Lady, our beloved Lady, mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, pray for us.

Without a revival in the West, we’ll never rebuild Notre Dame…or anything else
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/without-a-revival-in-the-west-well-never-rebuild-notre-dame-or-anything-else
By Christopher Skeet, May 28, 2019
The burning of the Cathedral of Notre Dame — in the heart of Paris, in the heart of France, in the heart of Europe, in the heart of Christendom and Western civilization — was an absolute cultural catastrophe. In the fire's aftermath, there poured forth an avalanche of articles — penned by authors no doubt sincere and well intentioned — about resilience, about perseverance, about timeless truths, about rising from the ashes, about wake-up calls, etc. 
I purposely waited a month to see how much time would pass before, as a society, we refocused on more monumental concerns, such as President Trump's abysmal golf scores or at what point during S8E5 Daenerys lost it. In a fit of naïveté, I wildly overestimated our capability for perspective. Turns out I needed to wait about fourteen minutes. 

When Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Minneapolistan) referred to Notre Dame as just "art and architecture," she meant it as a deliberate jab, wrapped in blatantly dishonest compassion. But does her categorization really differ from how most of the Western world views Notre Dame? How many among the 95% of France's non-Catholic population regard it as a house of God, worthy of spiritual veneration and deference, and not just a profitable tourist magnet? How many media talking heads lament its loss while holding contempt for the cathedral's living congregants and the ideas that led them there? How many comprehend that the cultural vigor with which it was constructed has been a smoldering ruin since long before this past April?

Over at CNN, Frida Ghitis penned a heartwarming, sincere panegyric, but one in which she cannot help but refer to Notre Dame as "a building, technically a religious structure." Technically a religious structure? I wonder what tipped Ghitis off. The giant crucifix bestriding the altar? The religious imagery that adorns literally every surface of the place? The masses of people who gather there daily to pray? What facet of the building does Ghitis consider technically a non-religious structure? Ghitis is not Omar, and I doubt she chose her words to deliberately insult the faithful. More likely, this is how she and her peers genuinely regard Notre Dame, and she sees nothing disrespectful in the reference. 
It is heartbreaking that Notre Dame burned. But it is maddeningly tragic that we no longer possess the religious faith, the civilizational confidence, or the collective will to build something so transcendent ever again. President Macron set a five-year timetable for reconstruction. We'll see. It took America, supposedly the strongest, most resilient, most dynamic nation in history, a humiliating thirteen years to build a single skyscraper where the Twin Towers stood (both of which were completed after six years, in 1972). And building tall rectangles is something we're allegedly good at.

And why should we be thinking in terms of transcendence? Modern society is the pathetic dead end down a path whose meandering death march began in the 1790s in Europe and in the 1960s in America. Its pathfinders had no compass, certainly not a moral one, and were guided solely by following their basest instincts — i.e., a devotion not to God or humanity, but only to themselves, in the crude form of hyper-sexualized instant gratification and reflexive tribalism. Without God, the underlying question of most official postmodern thought of the last century has been a poorly concealed yet omnipresent "What's in it for me?"

Satisfying as it may be to blame this current attitude on the pronounced shortcomings of Generation Twitter, the ugly fact is that our civilizational rout can indeed trace its opening salvos to the French Revolution. In 1789, that revolt dictated that a complete destruction of every preceding institution and custom was absolutely necessary in order to achieve "progress," as its beholders defined it. 
Christianity, both institutional and organic, was targeted, as was its underlying moral code of sacrifice, mercy, and justice. By the time the Revolution cannibalized itself, the cultural damage had been done, and European civilization has been rotting ever since. 

What has France created since the Revolution? The Sacré Coeur de Montmartre and the Eiffel Tower are impressive structures in themselves, but they are architectural stillbirths next to Notre Dame and the Palace of Versailles. And one need not stare awestruck at every magnificent exhibit at the Louvre to then taste the insidious bile in the throat while trudging through the cesspool of modern "art" at the Centre Pompidou. 

Has Germany produced another Bach, Austria another Mozart? England another Milton or Shakespeare? Which E.U. artists compare to Michelangelo or Raphael? Can Leiden provide a contemporary Jan Steen? Florence, a modern Filippo Brunelleschi or Dante Alighieri? Can any modern university cultivate another Thomas Aquinas?

As for the Catholic Church itself, can we ever again hope for leadership that actually defends Christianity against an increasingly hostile world? When bombs rip through churches in Sri Lanka, killing hundreds of praying Christians during Holy Week, that political creature we generously refer to as Pope Francis can barely be bothered to denounce, in his words, the "traumatic event." Christian blood still moistened the altars when the successor of St. Peter got back to denouncing humanity's true enemies: blue-collar Westerners who succumb to the "glitter of wealth" because they no longer wash their clothes down by the river.
In America, mass media have obliterated the natural protection our oceans once afforded us. Our religion is likewise adrift in self-doubt and moral cowardice. The empty pews in our IKEA churches echo sermons written to assure the long departed Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Lutheran congregants that God should change His expectations to fit to our lifestyles, not vice versa. There is little call for self-denial, reflection, humility, or anything that would normally be considered a beneficial method with which to build character. As for Judaism, respect for Y-AHW-H is a relic for the Orthodox clingers who dress weird and have weird customs and who brainwash their weird kids with weird ideas and who really should be held in suspicion as much by modern progressives as by young, frustrated Viennese artists prior to the First World War. Reform Judaism is where it's at...hip, cool, almost anti-Judaic in a radical chic sense. The scriptures to be pored over are not the Proverbs or Gospels of the respective Testaments, but rather the findings of the latest Quinnipiac poll as to how public opinion is shifting on taxpayer-funded transition therapy for our systematically oppressed otherkin cohorts. Religious leaders are either oblivious to or indifferent toward the reality that theological doctrines that represent fickle political weathervanes rather than timeless truths contradict a significant reason people find solace in religion to begin with.

Eventually, the Sistine Chapel will collapse. Da Vinci's Last Supper will discolor and fade. Mozart's Requiem will go unheard, Shakespeare's Henry V will go unwatched, and our Bill of Rights will see its last corner ripped away. And we will not produce anything comparable to take their places.

History will not entirely forget that there was such a thing as Western civilization. As with the post-Roman world, there will remain a gutted coliseum here, a few stone pillars there. As with Napoleon to the Egyptians, who had no idea what the pyramids were, perhaps someone in our distant future will sail ashore and explain to subsequent generations what these temples and paintings and monuments actually stood for.

Our immediate future is more Huxley than Orwell, our people freely choosing a life of enslavement to opiates and to sex with people whose names we can't be bothered to know. Those rare humans who choose to clutch precariously an existence devoted to the betterment of mind, body, and soul will (probably) not be whisked away in the dead of night to the gulag. They will merely be relegated to the fringes of acceptable society, their natural habitats and proclivities to be fleetingly observed by their fascinated, curious betters like a prehistoric animal whose species somehow survived all this time in the depths of a Congo jungle.

The Cathedral of Notre Dame is medieval history. Its fire last April is ancient history. It was witnessed by a people who have no history, and who will leave no history.
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During my senior year of college, I took a class on the French Revolution — my first real academic exposure to that seminal period since a brief survey in high school. Going into the class, I was confident in my understanding of the Revolution, a narrative more or less predicated on the traditional historiography: the French Revolution was a struggle against an oppressive monarchy in defense of the same basic principles as our own revolution in the United States, though perhaps with a bit more bloodshed. Guillotines or not, how could one take umbrage at such lofty ideals as liberty, equality, and fraternity?
Such was the extent of my understanding of the Revolution at the time I began the college class, a misguided view (as I would learn) that my Catholic high school education criminally failed to correct.

In what turned out to be the biggest seismic shock of my academic career, my professor quickly disabused me of my preconceived notions and tipped over the first domino that would soon cause the total reorientation of the foundations of my political and philosophical worldview. The class showed me, for the first time, the ugly and unvarnished truth of modern France’s founding myth: the guillotine, yes, but also the Vendée. The mass shootings and drownings of nuns and priests. The desecration of the churches — Notre Dame itself was converted to a hideous “Temple of Reason” under the careful eye of Robespierre and his republican thugs. The virtual abolition of the Catholic Church in France and the forced conversion of priests into mere civil servants. The expulsion or arrest of those priests and bishops who would not conform — then, as in the England of St. John Fisher, a depressing minority. The senseless savagery, the unbridled, visceral rage — is this what modern Europe proudly holds up as the fruit of Enlightenment?

For the first time in my life, I began to doubt the received wisdom that, whatever its faults, the French Revolution ultimately liberated the French people and was a bold step forward in the quest for La Raison. This first domino toppled my views on the (previously not to be challenged!) Euro-American dogma that democracy is the highest, indeed only form of government, and later on the very legitimacy of republican forms of government themselves.

The tragic fire at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris brought me back to that lecture hall of my college class. I can only say what so many others are saying: is there no more fitting metaphor for the absolute state of the Church in France — indeed, in Western Europe — today? What distinguishes today’s Frenchman from his forefather of 1789? The French Revolution was not an event; it was a regime, and one that still reigns in the secular Wahhabism that is the French policy of laïcité.

Watching such a great treasure of the Catholic patrimony go up in flames brought me grief, yes, but it also awakened in me a sense of righteous anger born of God’s infinite justice: as the Apostle reminds us, God will not be mocked. In a nation where Mass attendance has fallen to single digits, is it any wonder that God has taken back what is His? In a city where the average church hosts more iPad-clutching, shorts-clad tourists in a single day than the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass attracts in months, did we honestly expect anything different from what transpired Monday? In this part of the European continent, where one can sooner find a rainbow banner than an altar rail in the sanctuary, did we really think God would be mocked indefinitely?

Regicide has become deicide. Where once men beheaded their earthly kings, they still strive to decapitate their heavenly King. The Temple of Reason has once more become the funeral pyre of the Faith.

Much has been made of Islam’s alleged threat to “Christian Europe.” If the people of France have taught us anything, and if the events of this week are any proof of divine justice, then it is clear that the people of France and indeed of Western Europe need no help from the Muslims in destroying their culture, their heritage, their faith.

Louis XVI, king of France, martyr of France, pray for us. Holy martyrs of the Vendée, pray for us. O Lord, Who promised to destroy the temple made by human hands and in three days raise it up once more, have mercy on us.
