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First Catholic crematorium gets underway in India
Trichur Archdiocese promotes cremation as a better option than burial as cemetery spaces are shrinking

https://www.ucanews.com/news/first-catholic-crematorium-gets-underway-in-india/91394 
Kochi, February 13, 2021

India’s first Catholic crematorium is being built in a southern archdiocese as the faithful are asked to shed the burial tradition for a cheap and environmentally friendly method.

Archbishop Andrews Thazhath of Trichur and senior priests laid the foundation stone for Damian Archdiocesan Cremation Center on Feb. 8 in Trichur district in Kerala state.

The crematorium is “the need of the time,” Archbishop Thazhath said during the ceremony, recalling several Catholics have opted to cremate relatives who died from the Covid-19 pandemic.
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He encouraged Catholics to take full advantage of “cost-effective” cremation rather than sticking with the old tradition of burial.

Archbishop Thazhath was the first in India to allow cremation of Catholics who died of Covid-19 and bury the ashes in their respective parish cemeteries.

However, several Catholics opposed the move, saying the Church was adopting a Hindu religious ritual and appealing for it to stick with the Catholic tradition of burial.

Hindus, the majority religious group in India, mostly cremate their dead and as part of their beliefs immerse the ashes in rivers they consider as holy for the repose of the departed soul.

Several dioceses allow cremation of Covid-19 victims in parish cemeteries. However, no diocese has reported setting up a permanent crematorium.

“Cremation is a very environment-friendly, hygienic and cost-effective method,” said Father Simson Chiramel, director of Damian Institute, a leprosy rehabilitation center and hospital in Mulayam where the new electric crematorium is being built.

“We have already cremated 29 persons who died of Covid-19 on our campus. The pandemic has changed our life and its perspectives,” Father Chiramel told UCA News on Feb. 12.

“It is time we adopted a more convenient method to dispose of the bodies of our dear ones.” 
He said cremation is better than burial primarily because cemeteries have no space. “Many parishes are finding it hard to get land for cemeteries,” he said.

The maximum expense for cremating a body is less than 5,000 rupees (US$70) while digging a normal tomb costs at least 7,000 rupees.

If the grave is converted into a permanent concrete family tomb, the minimum expense will be five times that of the cremation, the priest said.

Some Kerala parishes charge more than 100,000 rupees ($1,400) for building a family tomb inside a cemetery.

Father Chiramel said burying ashes in a parish cemetery “requires very little space compared to a tomb.”

He said the Catholic Church allows cremation with a rider that ashes should not be scattered at sea or in a river, nor kept at home, but buried in a place like a cemetery.

"Cremation is nothing new in the Catholic Church and is commonly practiced in many European countries,” Father Chiramel said.

“The Church permits cremation provided it is not done to demonstrate a denial of faith in the resurrection of the body.” 
Indian cardinal appeals for cremation of Covid-19 victims
World Health Organization warns that burial carries a risk of the virus spreading via water sources

https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-cardinal-appeals-for-cremation-of-covid-19-victims/87644 
Bijoy Kumar Minj, New Delhi, April 6, 2020
Cardinal Oswald Gracias has appealed to priests and followers in Bombay Archdiocese to cremate people who die from Covid-19 rather than bury them.
The cardinal, who is also president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, used an April 2 video message to ask them to follow the instructions issued by Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) and burn the bodies of Christian victims.

Father Nigel Barrett, spokesman for the archdiocese, told UCA News that the cardinal had also advised people to strictly comply with government restrictions, exercise social distancing and continuously wash their hands with soap to limit the spread of the deadly disease.
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“As per the direction of the cardinal, Christian people are supposed to cremate the bodies of victims of Covid-19, but if someone wants a burial they have to follow the directions of the BMC as it has identified one place,” the priest said.

The archdiocese also asked pastors to ensure there are no more than five mourners present at funerals.

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the burial of coronavirus victims poses the risk of a further outbreak via water sources. It says the high temperature of cremations kills the virus and there is no risk of it spreading.

Mumbai’s municipal commissioner had issued a directive under the Epidemic Disease Act 1897 to cremate all coronavirus victims.

However, the directive was withdrawn after Maharashtra Minority Affairs Minister Nawab Malik objected. Hours later, a fresh order was issued stating that burials should take place on large grounds so that there is no possibility of the virus spreading in the vicinity.

Father Barrett said families would be allowed burials only if they adhered to WHO guidelines. […]
Kerala Church allows cremation of pandemic victims
Syro-Malabar Church does not prohibit cremation unless it is chosen to challenge Christian doctrines

https://www.ucanews.com/news/kerala-church-allows-cremation-of-pandemic-victims/88449 
Saji Thomas, Kochi, June 18, 2020
Breaking its centuries-old tradition, the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar Church has allowed cremation of Catholics who die of Covid-19 at any place of convenience, including private land.

Although cremation is allowed in the Catholic Church, the move has surprised many members of a church that claims the apostolic tradition of St. Thomas. In its long history, it has so far not allowed cremation, seen as a Hindu practice in its base in Kerala state in southern India.

"Catholics who die of Covid-19 can be cremated, and the ashes will have to be buried in the respective parish cemeteries," said a June 13 circular by Archbishop Andrews Thazhath of Trichur Archdiocese.
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The move comes as burials have become nearly impossible in most parish cemeteries following the government's Covid-19 protocols.

Shortage of space has forced many church cemeteries to use wall-mounted vaults, while the government wants bodies to be buried at a minimum depth of 10 feet.

Most cemeteries have tombs close to each other, so bodies are buried only six feet deep. "It is practically impossible to bring in earth movers to dig graves of 10 feet deep without disturbing these tombs," a church official said.

Archbishop Thazhath in his circular said bodies of Covid-19 victims could also be buried on parish land outside cemeteries. If that is not possible, burial can be permitted on private land.

However, the remains of those buried outside cemeteries should be moved to their parish cemeteries after two years. Those cremating bodies should also bury the ashes in the parish cemetery, it added.
"Catechism of the Catholic Church allows cremation if it does not challenge the premise of the resurrection of the body," the archbishop said.

Bishop Pauly Kannookadan of Irinjalakuda Diocese in neighboring Truchur said the Church encourages burial but under "emergencies like a global pandemic" cremation can be permitted as it is "not against the teachings of the Church."

"There was no discussion about it on the Syro-Malabar Synod or among other bishops as it is not a new thing to be introduced," he said, explaining that cremation is an already accepted form of body disposal.
Quoting from the Catholic Church's Catechism, he said that "the Church permits cremation provided that it does not demonstrate a denial of faith in the resurrection of the body."

Similarly, canon law of Latin-rite Catholics also allows cremation. Canon law (1176) says "the Church does not prohibit cremation unless it was chosen contrary to Christian doctrines," Bishop Kannookadan explained.

Father Antony Thalachelloor, spokesperson of the Syro-Malabar Synod, agreed that their Church "strictly practiced burial" and the cremation move is a first in their Church "but nothing new in the Catholic Church."

"It is true some of our people might find it something very odd. But this is not going to be a regular practice. It ensures the safety and security of people at a critical time," he told UCA News on June 17.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai had allowed cremation of Covid-19 victims in his Latin-rite archdiocese two months ago. 

Covid-19 victim becomes first nun cremated in India
Delhi government officials took her body to a state crematorium on the day she died

https://www.ucanews.com/news/covid-19-victim-becomes-first-nun-cremated-in-india/88684 
Saji Thomas, Kochi, July 7, 2020
Ashes of the first Indian Catholic nun to be cremated were interned in her congregation’s cemetery in Kerala state on July 7, five days after she died of Covid-19 in New Delhi.

Sister Ajaya Mary, the Delhi provincial of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, died on July 2 in the church-run Holy Family Hospital in Delhi. She was 67.

Bishop Paul Mullassery of Quilon celebrated a requiem Mass with some 20 people in strict compliance with Covid-19 protocols. He later led ceremonies interning the nun's mortal remains in the vault of the congregation’s private cemetery.
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The Delhi administration did not allow her body to be transported to Kerala. It could not be buried in the city’s cramped Christian cemeteries because of the administration’s protocols.

The government took away the nun's body and cremated her at a state crematorium on the day she died.

Church sources said the nun is believed to be the first Catholic nun to be cremated in India, and arguably the first in the Catholic Church’s history.

Sister Gaily Mary, one of two two nuns who attended her cremation, told UCA News on July 6 that “it was so painful for me to imagine a final journey without the presence of near and dear ones like an unknown person.”

“The officials took the body to the crematorium and placed it on a box at 12 noon. At around 5pm, we were given the ashes and a few bones in an iron basket,” she said.
The ashes were brought to Kollam, formerly Quilon, on July 4 by a passenger flight. They were placed in the headquarters of the indigenous congregation in Kollam town.

The deceased nun had suffered from acute pneumonia since February and it worsened with the Covid-19 infection, leading to her death.

“None of her family members, friends and other well-wishers could meet her and pray with her before death. It is really unfortunate,” Sister Gaily said.
Sister Mary “dedicated her life to the poor and the needy. She had so many friends. But there was no one around her even to offer her a dignified burial,” Sister Gaily said.

Sister Judy Mary, a sister of the deceased nun, told UCA News on July 6 that the situation offered her congregation a chance to share the pain of ordinary people.

“We need to take it positively. We got a chance to share a problem the entire world is facing now. People are suffering and facing a difficult situation like this, and what we got is our share. So we have no complaint,” she said.

Catholics in India prefer burial to cremation, considered a Hindu way of disposing of bodies.

Church laws do not prohibit cremation, and several dioceses have allowed cremation after some city administrations in India introduced stricter norms for burial.

For example, Covid-19 protocols demand graves to be 10 feet deep and prohibit placing bodies on concrete vaults. Most Christian cemeteries are cramped, making it is practically impossible to cut a grave of 10 feet without disturbing nearby graves.

The archdioceses of Bombay and Trissur have allowed Covid-19 victims to be cremated and their ashes buried in their respective parish cemeteries later.

Indian diocese holds cremations in Catholic cemeteries
Kerala priest urges Catholics to rise above traditions and become more sensible during the Covid-19 pandemic

https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-diocese-holds-cremations-in-catholic-cemeteries/88974
Saji Thomas, Kochi, July 30, 2020

A funeral pyre in a Catholic cemetery is usually unimaginable in India, where Christians prefer burial to dispose of the bodies of their community members.

Contrary to this belief and centuries-old practice, a Catholic diocese in southern India has decided to cremate Covid-19 victims in parish cemeteries, indirectly adopting a Hindu way of disposing of the bodies of the dead.

Thresiamma Sebastian, 62, a parishioner of St. Augustine Church in Mararikulum village in the Diocese of Alleppey in Kerala state, became the first local Catholic to have a dignified cremation in a parish cemetery.
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The parish priest and Catholic volunteers, helped by an outsourcing agency, prepared her funeral pyre with firewood and placed her body on it in the July 27 cremation.

Health officials monitored the entire process. Her body was reduced to ashes within two hours and her ashes were collected in an earthen pot and buried in her family tomb in the presence of one of her family members on the same day.
“We initially wanted to bury her as per our tradition, but we had to reverse the decision and go for her cremation,” parish priest Father Bernad Panickaveettil told UCA News on July 29. “She was accorded all the funeral services given to others.”

Church officials took the unexpected decision to cremate the woman after health officials expressed their concerns over the cemetery being in a low-lying area where digging a grave could lead to water flowing into it and spreading disease through underground water.

The Latin-rite Diocese of Alleppey is mostly based on the coast and most of its parishes face the same situation.

Bishop James Raphael Ananparambil of Alleppey had convened an emergency online meeting with parish priests and lay leaders before it was decided to cremate all those who die of Covid-19 in the diocese.

The prelate in an official message made it clear that the decision to cremate Catholics was restricted to only those who die of Covid-19.

The Church took the unexpected decision, he said, as the funerals of two persons who died of Covid-19 were delayed after the administration’s apprehension about their burial.
The decision, he emphasized, “was the outcome of the Church’s concern for them in such a critical situation.”

Bishop Ananparambil lauded community members, government officials and others who supported the diocesan move.

“It is true that some parishioners were concerned about this move, but we convinced them about the need to go for cremation under the present circumstances,” said Father Stephan Pazhambasseril, the priest of St. Michael Forane Church in Kattoor, where another Covid-19 victim was cremated on July 27.

Mariamma Thomas, 85, was cremated on a funeral pyre prepared in the Forane cemetery. Her ashes were gathered in an earthen pot and given a church burial in the cemetery the next day in the presence of her son.

“I am now 74 and had never heard of a Christian being cremated in a Catholic cemetery anywhere in India,” Father Pazhambasseril told UCA News on July 29.

“It is true that after the outbreak of Covid-19 Christians were cremated in crematoriums outside, but not in Catholic cemeteries.

“This is an occasion for us to rise above our traditions and become more sensible and understanding when the country is fighting a major life-and-death battle with the pandemic.

“As we believe man is created from dust and will return to dust, both burial and cremation will serve the purpose. We need not be so stubborn with our traditions when life matters more.”

In June, the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar Diocese of Trichur allowed the cremation of Catholics who die of Covid-19 despite opposition from laity questioning the move. Cremations can be held anywhere including private land and the faithful must bury the ashes in the parish cemetery within two years.

On July 7, the ashes of Sister Ajay Mary, the Delhi provincial of the Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, were brought to Kerala and interned in her congregation’s cemetery in Kollam, five days after her death and cremation in New Delhi.

SOME RELATED FILES
AD RESURGENDUM CUM CHRISTO-IN CASE OF CREMATION CDF OCTOBER 25, 2016 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AD_RESURGENDUM_CUM_CHRISTO-IN_CASE_OF_CREMATION.doc
CREMATION, BURIAL AND FUNERAL MASSES APRIL 2011/MAY 2012/JULY 2013/4 DECEMBER 2014 41 PAGES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CREMATION_BURIAL_AND_FUNERAL_MASSES.doc
WHY CATHOLICS SHOULD OPPOSE CREMATION 12 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_CATHOLICS_SHOULD_OPPOSE_CREMATION.doc
