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Francis and Joe Biden: The Catholic odd couple
Politics over morality
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/francis-and-joe-biden-the-catholic-odd-couple
Martin Barillas, Detroit, November 12, 2020

Pope Francis and Joseph Biden are the world's most prominent Catholics, albeit both have challenged Catholics' understanding of the teachings of their Church on matters such as abortion and homosexuality.
While the pope will probably not congratulate Biden until inauguration day, the bishops of the United States have eschewed diplomacy by calling him 
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This raises the question: Why are U.S. bishops and ultimately the pope so pleased by a Biden presidency? After all, the bishops were joined by Planned Parenthood in congratulating Biden and equally pro-abortion running mate Sen. Kamala Harris. Planned Parenthood tweeted: "The work is just getting started. Today we celebrate; tomorrow we get to work."

Francis vs. Catholics' 'Obsessions'

Clues to the bishops' position can be found not only in their criticisms of President Donald Trump's policies, but also in papal statements. For example, just months after his election to the papacy in 2013, Francis said that Catholics should not be "obsessed" by issues such as abortion, contraception and homosexuality.

In his lengthy, meandering encyclical on universal brotherhood, Fratelli Tutti, Francis cites his controversial "human fraternity" covenant with Islam, and five times names co-signatory Grand Imam Ahmad al-Tayyeb. While decrying war, capital punishment, immigration controls, poverty, pandemics, and hunger, he does not mention abortion as an act of violence.

In the encyclical Laudato Sí, Francis embraces the theory of global climate change, while criticizing unfettered profit-making as a cause of environmental degradation. In 2015, Francis applauded the Paris environmental accord, which he said will serve to "preserve our common home." This was a theme repeated during the 2019 Amazon S
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Joining the pope, U.S. bishops have strongly criticized Trump's immigration policies and for pulling out of the Paris climate accord. They have shown little praise for his pro-life policies and diplomatic achievements.

Embracing 'Catholic' Joe Biden

Despite controversy over Election Day results, the bishops of the United States appeared pleased with Biden's ascendancy.

Los Angeles archbishop José

 HYPERLINK "https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/u.s-bishops-elect-first-president-under-state-investigation" \t "_blank"  H. Gomez wrote: "We acknowledge that he joins the late President John F. Kennedy as the second United States president to profess the Catholic faith."
As president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Gomez repeated a theme of ending national divisions, which is often used by Biden and fellow Democrats, saying: "We thank God for the blessings of liberty. The American people have spoken in this election. Now is the time for our leaders to come together in a spirit of national unity and to commit themselves to dialogue and compromise for the common good."

In the statement, no observation whatsoever is made of Biden's fervent advocacy of abortion or to his reversing his position on the Hyde Amendment, which bans the use of federal dollars for abortion in most cases. Biden has also promised to reverse Trump's executive orders to secure the safety of unborn human life.

Biden's Fractured Faith

Frequently mentioning his Catholic identity, Biden wrote in his book Promises to Keep, "I'm as much a cultural Catholic as I am a theological Catholic. My idea of self, of family, of community, of the wider world comes straight from my religion. It's not so much the Bible," Biden wrote, "the Beatitudes, the Ten Commandments, the sacraments, or the prayers I learned. It's the culture." According to reports, he carries a Rosary in his pocket.

In a campaign video that was released during Holy Week this year, Biden quoted existential philosopher Søren Kierkegaard, who said that "Faith sees best in the dark," and added that his faith saw him through the death of his wife and son. He has claimed that the Church taught him that "faith without works is dead."

Francis and His Obsessions

Francis' Fratelli Tutti mentions war but not the violence of abortion. Under the heading "War and the Death Penalty," the pope writes: "We can no longer think of war as a solution because its risks will probably always be greater than its supposed benefits. In view of this, it is very difficult nowadays to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to speak of the possibility of a 'just war.' Never again war!"
Regarding migration, he wrote: "Then too, in some host countries, migration causes fear and alarm, often fomented and exploited for political purposes. This can lead to a xenophobic mentality, as people close in on themselves, and it needs to be addressed decisively." Migrants are not seen as entitled like others to participate in the life of society, and it is forgotten that they possess the same intrinsic dignity as any person. Hence they ought to be "agents in their own redemption."

Linking his concern over war and environmentalism, Francis linked it to capitalism. Development must not aim at the amassing of wealth by a few but must ensure "human rights — personal and social, economic and political, including the rights of nations and of peoples." The right of some to free enterprise or market freedom cannot supersede the rights of peoples and the dignity of the poor, or, for that matter, respect for the natural environment, for "if we make something our own, it is only to administer it for the good of all."
A Double Standard

When they saluted Biden, they did not mention his record on war. In the 1990s, then-Senator Biden co-sponsored a resolution authorizing the air strikes against civilians in Yugoslavia, even though President Bill Clinton and NATO violated international law by targeting civilians with bombing not authorized by the U.N. Security Council. Biden also did not object to President Clinton's bombing of Libya, which included the destruction of the Chinese embassy.

In 2002, Biden joined 76 other senators to authorize President George W. Bush to prosecute a war against Iraq. Later, as vice president, Biden forcefully backed President Barack Obama's intervention in Libya. While Biden was vice president, the Obama administration prosecuted war in Afghanistan and Syria.

However, the American bishops expressed little congratulations to President Trump for, while not engaging in new wars:
(Being the first president to attend the March for Life
(Naming three justices to the Supreme Court who may rule on future abortion cases
(Advancing a multinational 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.churchmilitant.com/index.php/news/article/international-coalition-condemns-abortion" \t "_blank" agreement that abortion is not a human right
(Calling on Congress to pass a ban on late-term abortions
(signing an e
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On top of that, Trump negotiated a peace accord between Israel and Muslim nations, as well as an agreement between North and South Korea. Are these not in accord with much of Catholic teaching about the value of human life?

So why so much hoopla from bishops about Biden? And where do Pope Francis and Biden agree? Biden has announced that on his first day in office he will return to the Paris agreement on climate change (in reality, a transfer of income to China), and legalize thousands of illegal immigrants.

Answer: These, coincidently, are the political obsessions of the Holy Father and many bishops.

Which raises other questions: Why is it that Pope Francis calls abortion, which has claimed more than 36 million human lives worldwide this year alone, an obsession?
What one can conclude from the above is that secular thinking has infiltrated the institutional Church, where Manichaean intellectual elites hold sway over presumably credulous pewsitters and which is totally at odds with the Magisterium of ages.
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PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRESIDENT_KAMALA_HARRIS.doc
PRIEST LAUDS BIDEN AT MASS BEFORE INAUGURATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRIEST_LAUDS_BIDEN_AT_MASS_BEFORE_INAUGURATION.doc
PRO-ABORTION BIDEN ENDANGERS HIS SOUL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-ABORTION_BIDEN_ENDANGERS_HIS_SOUL.doc
PRO-ABORTION BIDEN’S CLAIMING TO BE ‘PERSONALLY PRO-LIFE’ DOESN’T CUT IT 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-ABORTION_BIDENS_CLAIMING_TO_BE_PERSONALLY_PRO-LIFE_DOESNT_CUT_IT.doc
PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS ARE AUTOMATICALLY EXCOMMUNICATED - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS_ARE_AUTOMATICALLY_EXCOMMUNICATED.doc
PRO-LIFE, PRO-ABORTION LEADERS RESPOND TO BIDEN REVOKING MEXICO CITY POLICY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-LIFE_PRO-ABORTION_LEADERS_RESPOND_TO_BIDEN_REVOKING_MEXICO_CITY_POLICY.doc
SHOULD JOE BIDEN BE ADMITTED TO HOLY COMMUNION? THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS ‘NO’ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHOULD_JOE_BIDEN_BE_ADMITTED_TO_HOLY_COMMUNION_THE_SIMPLE_ANSWER_IS_NO.doc
STOP SACRILEGIOUS COMMUNIONS NOW-RAYMOND DE SOUZA - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/STOP_SACRILEGIOUS_COMMUNIONS_NOW-RAYMOND_DE_SOUZA.doc
‘THE BIDENS HAVE A CHINA PROBLEM’, US SENATOR 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_BIDENS_HAVE_A CHINA_PROBLEM_US_SENATOR.doc
THE BISHOPS, DONATISM, AND BIDEN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_BISHOPS_DONATISM_AND_BIDEN.doc
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY GOT JOE BIDEN ELECTED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CHINESE_COMMUNIST_PARTY_GOT_JOE_BIDEN_ELECTED.doc
THE DANGER OF BIDEN’S EMPTY CATHOLICISM  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_DANGER_OF_BIDENS_EMPTY_CATHOLICISM.doc
THE PROGRESSIVE STANCES OF JOE BIDEN AND NANCY PELOSI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PROGRESSIVE_STANCES_OF_JOE_BIDEN_AND_NANCY_PELOSI.doc
THE US BISHOPS’ BIDEN PROBLEM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_US_BISHOPS_BIDEN_PROBLEM.doc
THE USCCB SHOULD STAND FIRM ON DENYING COMMUNION TO PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS-BISHOP STRICKLAND 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_USCCB_SHOULD_STAND_FIRM_ON_DENYING_COMMUNION_TO_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS-BISHOP_STRICKLAND.doc
THESE US BISHOPS OPPOSE BIDEN, PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS, COMMUNION BAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THESE_US_BISHOPS_OPPOSE_BIDEN_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS_COMMUNION_BAN.doc
US BISHOPS GREEN-LIGHTING COMMUNION FOR FAKE CATHOLICS LIKE BIDEN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_GREEN-LIGHTING_COMMUNION_FOR_FAKE_CATHOLICS_LIKE_BIDEN.doc
US BISHOPS’ PRO-LIFE CHAIRMAN RESPONDS TO BIDEN-HARRIS STATEMENT ON ROE VS. WADE ANNIVERSARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_PRO-LIFE_CHAIRMAN_RESPONDS_TO_BIDEN-HARRIS_STATEMENT_ON_ROE_VS_WADE_ANNIVERSARY.doc
US BISHOPS SAY THEY WON’T ISSUE STATEMENT ON COMMUNION FOR PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_SAY_THEY_WONT_ISSUE_STATEMENT_ON_COMMUNION_FOR_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS.doc
VATICAN BLOCKS BIDEN COMMUNION BAN, SILENT ON GERMAN SCHISM, PUSHES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_BLOCKS_BIDEN_COMMUNION_BAN_SILENT_ON_GERMAN_SCHISM_PUSHES_VACCINE.doc
VATICAN FAILS TO OVERRIDE BISHOPS' BIDEN STATEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_FAILS_TO_OVERRIDE_BISHOPS_BIDEN_STATEMENT.doc
VATICAN NEWS LAUDS PRO-ABORTION WOMAN WHO RECITED POEM AT BIDEN’S INAUGURATION 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_NEWS_LAUDS_PRO-ABORTION_WOMAN_WHO_RECITED_POEM_AT BIDENS_INAUGURATION.doc
VATICAN PUTS BRAKES ON USCCB’S CONSIDERATION TO DENY HOLY COMMUNION TO PRO-ABORTION BIDEN AND PELOSI
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_PUTS_BRAKES_ON_USCCBS_CONSIDERATION_TO_DENY_HOLY_COMMUNION_TO_PRO-ABORTION_BIDEN_AND_PELOSI.doc
VATICAN REJECTS POPE MEETING WITH BIDEN, LINKED TO COMMUNION ISSUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_REJECTS_POPE_MEETING_WITH_BIDEN_LINKED_TO_COMMUNION_ISSUE.doc
VATICAN WARNS US BISHOPS TO NOT DENY BIDEN COMMUNION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_WARNS_US_BISHOPS_TO_NOT_DENY_BIDEN_COMMUNION.doc
VIGANO WARNS OF DYSTOPIAN DICTATORSHIP, NEW WORLD ORDER IF BIDEN WINS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VIGANO_WARNS_OF_DYSTOPIAN_DICTATORSHIP_NEW_WORLD_ORDER_IF_BIDEN_WINS.doc
WE CAN PROVE ELECTION FRAUD FAIRLY CONCLUSIVELY-DATA EXPERT - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_CAN_PROVE_ELECTION_FRAUD_FAIRLY_CONCLUSIVELY-DATA_EXPERT.doc
WE SHOULD NOT BE HAPPY WITH A ‘SECOND CATHOLIC PRESIDENT’ IF IT’S JOE BIDEN 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_SHOULD_NOT_BE_HAPPY_WITH_A_SECOND_CATHOLIC_PRESIDENT_IF_ITS_JOE_BIDEN.doc
WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES ABOUT ABORTION LAWS [BIDEN]
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_THE_CHURCH_TEACHES_ABOUT_ABORTION_LAWS.doc
WHICH US BISHOPS DEFEND COMMUNION FOR PRO-GAY PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS, WHICH OPPOSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHICH_US_BISHOPS_DEFEND_COMMUNION_FOR_PRO-GAY_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS_WHICH_OPPOSE.doc
WHY DID GOD ALLOW BIDEN-HARRIS TO PREVAIL

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_DID_GOD_ALLOW_BIDEN-HARRIS_TO_PREVAIL.doc
