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MICHAEL PRABHU, NOVEMBER 20, 2020
 
Pope Francis fans ‘Feminist Economics’ fad. Vatican nun rips 'male economy' quoting nude economist

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/francis-fans-feminist-economics-fad
Dr. Jules Gomes, Assisi, Italy, November 20, 2020
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A lead organizer appointed by Pope Francis to oversee the "Economy of Francesco" event — a conference for young economists and entrepreneurs — is a Salesian nun championing "feminist economics." 
Sister Alessandra Smerilli slams modern economics for being "shaped entirely from a male point of view," contending that it "has been shaped entirely by a traditionally masculine way of looking at the world" in its "assumptions, axioms, methodology, tools and data collection."
Modern economics as a scholarly discipline has a "founding father" in Adam Smith, but it lacks a "founding mother," Smerilli writes in a Nov. 9 article posted on the Coopération Internationale pour le Développement et la Solidarité (CIDSE) website.

"What if the economy was female?" asks Smerilli's article, citing feminist economist Victoria Bateman — who gained notoriety after stripping and lecturing completely naked in front of her students at Cambridge University in protest at Britain's leaving the European Union.

Bateman engages in "nude publicity stunts" at economic conferences and on Britain's national television to make her point on "feminist economics."

According to Bateman, economists' questions, tools, assumptions, and "what they choose to measure, everything reflects a traditional and masculine way of looking at the world." Smerilli endorses this view by citing the "nude" economist in her writings — including an article titled "Economy is Woman" for Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano.

"Economics is in need of a sexual revolution — and with feminism on the rise, now is the time to push for one," writes Bateman. "Let's face it, most economists are male ... Gender imbalance has inevitably resulted in economists tending to look at the world through male eyes."

Counterview: 'Sexed' Economics Is Sexism

But distinguished academic Janice Fiamengo told Church Militant that "women have had plenty of opportunities over the past half-century to contribute to economic theory, and the fact that we are still, now, asking women to 'think about economics' indicates quite clearly that women have not, on the whole, been very interested in doing so."

"The absence of women from economic theory surely provides one of the flimsiest rationales imaginable for touting the value of a female contribution," stresses Fiamengo, former professor at the University of Ottawa.  
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"Economy of Francesco" claims capitalism is creating poverty
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Pope Francis with Sr. Alessandra Smerilli 
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Fiamengo said "the very idea of a 'female economics' versus a 'male economics' reeks of the crudest sexism."

"What is a female (or feminist) economics?" she asked. "Anyone who has ever lived with a group of women knows that there is nothing innately fair, generous, or empathetic about how women share resources or make financial decisions."
"Feminist economics sounds very much like communist economics, which has been known to require heavy-handed state control and to produce vast inefficiency, scarcity and waste," Fiamengo remarked. "It is nonsense and should be dismissed as such."

"Smerilli asks people 'Who do you care for?' rather than 'What do you do?' This sounds sensitive. But the best way to care for people is to create an economy of efficiency, abundance and maximum productivity through a properly functioning market, not through the imposition of untried and unworkable fancies," Fiamengo said.
Francis Embraces Dissolution of Private Property

Meanwhile, Pope Francis has invited a controversial feminist economist and political theorist to address the Assisi-based "Economy of Francesco" conference Nov. 19–21.

Professor Jennifer Nedelsky from the University of Toronto, who has been closely associated with the Vatican during the current pontificate, has been criticized for being anti-property rights.
"The egalitarian conception of liberty and justice requires incursions on traditional property rights," writes Nedelsky in her book Private Property and the Limits of American Constitutionalism, arguing that the Founders were mistaken in their belief that "the acquisition and use of property were essential elements of liberty."  

Nedelsky dismisses the right to property as merely a "social construct" which has no greater value than any other social construct and, which, like any mere construct, can be put in the service of human progress — a progress that is not limited by "deeply problematic" notions of "natural rights" or "limited government."

Nedelsky believes that the fabric of American constitutional law has been permanently "distorted" by the framers' preoccupation with protecting private property against redistribution and so proposes various kinds of "redistribution" driven by the "regulatory welfare state."

Catholic thinkers have expressed grave concern over Pope Francis' rejection of property rights in his recent encyclicals.

"The Christian tradition has long backed private property. It's the Marxist tradition that has done just the opposite," papal biographer and expert on communism Paul Kengor told Church Militant.

"The Communist Manifesto says emphatically: 'The entire communist theory may be summed up in the single sentence: abolition of private property.' Marxism rejects private property as a natural right," remarked Kengor, author of The Devil and Karl Marx: Communism's Long March of Death, Deception, and Infiltration.

Catholic Church Upholds Private Property

"The Church, beginning with Pius IX's Qui Pluribus in 1846, condemned communism's rejection of private property as a natural right," noted Kengor.

However, in his latest encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis quoted himself from Laudato Sí, stating that "the Christian tradition has never recognized the right to private property as absolute or inviolable, and has stressed the social purpose of all forms of private property."
Kengor observed:
"The latter half of that statement isn't as bad, but the first half is highly problematic. The Scriptures (as well as Christian tradition) are loaded with defenses of private property as an absolute right. That's as old as the Ten Commandments, i.e., "Thou shall not steal," and "Thou shalt not covet" [what belongs to thy neighbor] which implies an inherent human right to property.

In 2019, Pope Francis appointed Sr. Smerilli councilor of Vatican City State. The nun teaches political economy and statistical elements at the Pontifical Faculty of Educational Sciences Auxilium and is secretary of the Scientific and Organizational Committee of Settimane Sociali dei Cattolici, sponsored by the Italian Episcopal Conference.
Economy of Francesco dumps ‘Jesus Christ’. Pope Francis’ utopian gabfest fails to draw youth target group
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/economy-of-francesco-dumps-jesus-christ 
Dr. Jules Gomes, Assisi, Italy, November 19, 2020
Pope Francis' conference featuring pro-abortion globalist Jeffrey Sachs and feminist anti-property proponent Jennifer Nedelsky kicked off Thursday as a secular event with no substantive mention of 'Jesus Christ.'

The three-day Assisi-themed "Economy of Francesco" event failed to draw expected crowds of young people on the first day, even though it was held online and attempted to be "cool."
Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, introduced the conference by commending young economists and entrepreneurs for building "a global network of young leaders and agents of change in the economic field, a network that can 'give a soul to the economy of the future.'"

"In response to the pandemic, you are trying to help Pope Francis, the Church and the whole world to come out better by imagining and developing a different, inclusive and sustainable economy that can help us behave as brothers and sisters living in a common home," Turkson said.

Heavy on Propaganda, Light on Christianity

Observers who spoke to Church Militant slammed the conference for its boring repetition of tired and meaningless slogans like "sustainable development," "inclusive economy" and "democratic ecology," its utopian and unworkable proposals, but above all for its lack of Christian content.  

"It's hard to overstate how sinister this conference is. Frankly, its events seem like something an anti-Catholic fundamentalist would have invented for a bad end times novel," academic Dr. John Zmirak told Church Militant.

Zmirak elaborated:
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4:04:01 https://youtu.be/sSDky2r5eoE 
Just to take a core sample, we have Jeffrey Sachs, whose schemes pauperized the long-suffering people of Russia. He wants the State or global agencies to develop metrics for judging parents on the well-being of their children. Thus, the State, or global State, replaces the parents as their protector and guardian.

The most basic, sacred unit of society — the family — is smashed to further pulverize individuals and leave them hapless, isolated electrons circling around the nucleus of the State. Everything at this conference provides such grist for the tyrants, social engineers and meddling bureaucrats of this world to dominate once-free citizens.

At the beginning of the conference, Sachs spoke on the theme of "Perfecting Joy: Three Proposals to Let Life Flourish."

The economist talked about how "peace" and "family" were the two words that made him "happy," noting that economic policies needed to be dedicated to the pursuit of "joy" and "growth of happiness."

When asked whether "politics must be thought 'through' children," pro-abortionist Sachs replied that "it is certainly a good criterion, but it is not enough: Children do not always know for themselves what is best for them."

"We need pioneering ways, and some of them can be very useful. There are ways in the interconnected world that allow us to obtain this information today to be processed and then to propose solutions to political operators," Sachs observed.

Goal: Marxist Equality of Outcomes

Welcoming young people in the city of the Poverello, the bishop of Assisi, Domenico Sorrentino said: "St. Francis understood that money is only an instrument. As such, it serves to build a beautiful economy, rich in meaning and gift, which cannot exclude anyone. On the contrary, it must aim for the good of all and, above all, of the least."

The president of the Seraphic Institute of Assisi, Francesca Di Maolo, urged young people to "build an inclusive economic system, which no longer produces even a single victim, a single person set aside."

"There will be no development or progress without taking care of the most fragile members of society. You can change the current economic system," she said.  

Economist Stefano Zamagni insisted there were "no easy answers." But "the sense of possibility depends not only on opportunities and resources, but also and above all on hope."
For the panel discussion on "The state of food insecurity," Máximo Torero, chief economist of the Food and Agriculture Organization, addressed the topic of poverty and food crises in times of pandemic: "Even before the arrival of COVID-19, there were significant challenges with 690 million hungry people in the world. The pandemic has exacerbated the situation even more and increased inequalities."

'Sinister Perversion'

Faithful Catholics responded with muted enthusiasm.

"I've been watching the #FrancescoEconomy that is occurring in Assisi. It is visually impressive, albeit a little light on substance. One notable omission is any mention of two words. Those two words are 'Jesus Christ,'" tweeted Dr. Samuel Gregg, research director at the Acton Institute and fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

"None of this has any relation whatsoever to the God of the Bible. We see here how sinister a perversion one can make of Christianity by purging the gospel of its Jewish roots in the Old Testament," Zmirak lamented.

"The Marcionite impulse frees us up as modern ideologues to use Jesus as a cudgel in the service of our own idiosyncratic utopian fantasies. What we are seeing is staggering evil, wrapped in soporific banality," he told Church Militant.

The four-hour session was interspersed with videos, pop music, drama and the images of Assisi, its art, scenery and religious sites.
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