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DECEMBER 2, 2020
Papal tribute to Zairean rite
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=48871

December 2, 2020
CWN Editor's Note: In 1988, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacrament promulgated the Roman Missal for the Dioceses of Zaire (now Democratic Republic of the Congo). In a video message that coincided with the publication of a new book on Pope Francis and the rite, the Pontiff said that the rite “emphasizes the different languages, colors, body movements which interact by leveraging all the dimensions of the personality of the faithful, always taking into account the specific values of each people.”
Pope Francis upholds testimony of the Zairean Rite in video message
Pope Francis releases a video message to coincide with the publication of "Pope Francis and the Roman Missal for the Dioceses of Zaire" by the Vatican Publishing House.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-congolese-rite-roman-missal-rita-kongo.html

December 1, 2020
Pope Francis, on Tuesday, sent a video message on the occasion of the presentation of a book titled “Papa Francesco e il Messale Romano per le diocesi dello Zaire”, loosely translated as "Pope Francis and the Roman Missal for the Dioceses of Zaïre.”

“I rejoice to be able to connect with you on this very important event for the Church in Africa. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to join this event of the presentation of the book on the Congolese rite of celebrating Mass,” the Pope said.

The book, prefaced by the Holy Father and edited by Sister Rita Mboshu Kongo, is published by the Vatican Publishing House - Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV).
A promising rite for other cultures
Taking up the idea from the book’s subtitle: “A promising rite for other cultures”, the Pope highlights that at the heart of the publication is “the testimony of a celebration lived with faith and joy.”

He notes that the spiritual, ecclesial and pastoral purpose of the celebration of the Eucharist in the Zairean rite are central to the book, underlining that its author was guided by the principles of the scientific study of adaptation and active participation in the Liturgy – an idea strong desired by the Second Vatican Council.

Being the first and only inculturated rite of the Latin Church approved by Vatican Council II, Pope Francis added that the experience of the Zairean rite can serve as “an example and model” for other cultures.

The Pope also pointed out that this latest publication comes a year after he presided at the celebration of a Mass in the Zairean rite which took place at the St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.

Inspired by the Second Vatican Council
The Holy Father highlighted that one of the main contributions of the Second Vatican Council was “to propose norms for adaptation to the character and traditions of various peoples.”

In that regard, he reiterated the words of Pope Saint John Paul II to the Bishops of the Congo during their 1988 ad limina apostolorum visit, urging them to commit themselves to the “whole ritual of the sacraments and sacramentals” they envisioned while creating the rite.

Pope Francis also recalled the appeal in the post-synodal apostolic exhortation “Querida Amazonia” to “take up in the liturgy, many elements proper to the experience of indigenous people in their intimate contact with nature, and to stimulate expressions in songs, dances, rites, gestures and symbols.” He noted that the Second Vatican Council had made this call for liturgical inculturation among indigenous people but more than 50 years have passed and only little progress has been made in this regard.
Inspired by culture and values
Bringing some of the strong points of the Zairean rite to the fore, Pope Francis said that it “emphasizes the different languages, colors, body movements which interact by leveraging all the dimensions of the personality of the faithful, always taking into account the specific values of each people.”

This publication, Pope Francis affirmed, “reminds us that true protagonist of the Congolese rite is the People of God who sing and gives praise to God and sing to the God of Jesus Christ who saved us all.”

Pope Francis: The Zairean Rite is a “promising model” for the Amazon
Pope Francis praises the Zairean Rite in a preface he wrote for a new book published by the Vatican Publishing House.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-12/pope-francis-zairean-rite-preface-book-amazon.html

Paul Samasumo, Vatican City. December 1, 2020
The liturgy must touch the hearts of local Church members says Pope Francis in a preface he penned for a book that was launched on Tuesday afternoon and published with the title, in Italian, Pope Francis and the Roman Missal of the Dioceses of Zaire. The book is edited by Sr. Rita Mboshu Kongo, a Congolese religious sister based in Rome.
Pope Francis' celebration of Mass according to the Zairean Rite

The launch of the book comes exactly one year after Pope Francis celebrated a special Mass for the Congolese community based in Rome, Italy. The Mass was celebrated according to the Zairean Rite used by Dioceses in the Democratic Republic of Congo, on 1 December 2019, in the Basilica of St Peter. The Mass commemorated the 25th anniversary of the Congolese Catholic Chaplaincy in Rome.

Only Inculturated Rite of the Latin Church
The Zairean Rite is “until now the only inculturated rite of the Latin Church approved after the Second Vatican Council” and “this process of liturgical inculturation in Congo is an invitation to enhance the different gifts of the Holy Spirit, which are a richness for all humanity,” writes Pope Francis in the preface to the new book.

The Zairean Rite

The Zairean Mass (Rite zaïrois in French) or the Roman Missal for the Dioceses of Zaire is a variation of the Mass of the Roman Catholic Church as we know it. In everyday speak, the Mass is sometimes referred to as “Congolese Mass.”

This liturgical rite fits into Congolese culture and takes into consideration the African way of life and of celebrating solemn occasions.

The Rite encourages participation and engagement of the congregation. There is constant back and forth between the assembly and the principal celebrant. Among other liturgical rituals and gestures, engagement of the faithful, gathered in Church, takes the form of liturgical dance. Congregants move gracefully in Church as an expression both of their faith and joy.

Cultural vibrancy and spirituality

Pope Francis notes that the Zairean Rite is particularly unique for its cultural vibrancy and spirituality. He says liturgical inculturation in the DRC is an invitation for all to enhance the different gifts of the Holy Spirit, which constitute a richness for humankind.

“Animated by religious songs with an African rhythm, the sound of drums and other musical instruments constitute real progress in the rooting of the Christian message in the Congolese soul. It is a joyful celebration. It is a true place of encounter with Jesus. They live what we have written: ‘The joy of the Gospel fills our hearts and our hearts,’” Pope Francis observes as he makes a passing reference to his document, “Evangelii gaudium.”

A model for an Amazonian Rite

The book, “Pope Francis and the ‘Roman Missal for the Dioceses of Zaire,” has as its subtitle, “-a promising rite for other cultures.” The Holy Father suggests that the Zairean Rite could be a model for an Amazonian rite.

“The Zairean Rite suggests a promising way also for the possible elaboration of an Amazonian Rite,” said Pope Francis. He was optimistic that this could be done “without upsetting the nature of the Roman Missal, to guarantee continuity with the ancient and universal tradition of the Church.”

An invitation for Inculturated Liturgies

The Pope quotes from his Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Querida Amazonia, released on 2 February 2020.

“Let’s remember what we explicitly said in the (document) Querida Amazonia. ‘It means that we can take up into the liturgy many elements proper to the experience of indigenous peoples in their contact with nature, and respect native forms of expression in song, dance, rituals, gestures and symbols. The Second Vatican Council called for this effort to inculturate the liturgy among indigenous peoples; over fifty years have passed, and we still have far to go along these lines,’” Pope Francis added. 

The editor of the new book, Sr. Kongo, is a Religious of the Daughters of Mary, the Most Holy, Co-Redemptrix. She is a Professor of Spiritual Theology at the Pontificia Università Urbaniana in Rome. The book consists of contributions from Maurizio Gronchi, Jean-Pierre Sieme Lasoul, Oliver Ndondo and Silvina Perez.   
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_LAUDS_ZAIREAN_RITE_INVOKING_ANCESTORS.doc
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 JUNE 2021 (700+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 21 NOVEMBER 2020 (1350+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
SOME FILES ON INCULTURATION: (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 
AMAZON SYNOD WORKING DOC NOTION OF INCULTURATION ERRONEOUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_WORKING_DOC_NOTION_OF_INCULTURATION_ERRONEOUS.doc
CARDINAL CUPICH PRESIDES OVER HINDUISED INDIAN RITE MASS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARDINAL_CUPICH_PRESIDES_OVER_HINDUISED_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
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