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Pope to host Interfaith prayer at ‘Babel’

Hebrew Bible scholar exposes unfounded claims of 'Abraham's House'

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-to-host-tower-of-babel-interfaith-prayer
Dr. Jules Gomes, Vatican City, February 24, 2021

Pope Francis' proposed interreligious prayer service for Muslims, Yazidis, Mandaean-Sabean and other religions at the site of Ur during his Iraq visit is being slammed as more evocative of the "Tower of Babel" than the "House of Abraham." The Vatican has confirmed that Francis will fly to Nāṣiriya for a March 6 service titled "Prayer for the sons and daughters of Abraham" at the Plain of Ur after meeting the Shia Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in Najaf.
"The Holy Father is holding the interreligious meeting near the house of Ibrahim the prophet," which has a religious meaning for Christians and Muslims and for all," Fr. Albert Hisham, the Iraqi priest organizing the event, told Church Militant.

The archaeological site of the pope's event comprises a pyramid-style ziggurat and a residential complex the size of a football field and may have been an administrative center for the ancient Sumerian city of Ur.

Iraq's tourism industry is hoping that the papal visit would lure both tourists and pilgrims to the site being promoted as the "House of Abraham."  
Wrong House, Wrong City?

But Nottingham University's Hebrew Bible scholar Gavin Fernandes told Church Militant that "there are several reasons why this is a bad choice of venue for such an event."

What is being hyped as "Abraham's house" is "widely acknowledged to not really be the patriarch's dwelling but a large public building that the Manchester University excavators thought was an administrative or religious complex because of its sheer size and the findings therein," Dr. Fernandes said.

"This has not stopped naïve zealots from spouting claims of finding Abraham's boyhood home, even though pinpointing Abraham's historical person is an extremely difficult task even for those historians who want to support his existence," Fernandes lamented.
The biblical scholar also explained how "scholars are not even sure this is Abraham's Ur," since "while a southern location for Abraham's homeland was claimed at the start of the 20th century, it took the somewhat sensationalized claims of Leonard Wooley published from 1927 to cement the current location as the birthplace of Abraham."

"The biblical geography of Abraham's travels in Genesis and the biblical descriptions of his home country don't actually point to Wooley's Ur but to a northern location, nearer to Terah's city of Harran that was discovered some years after the wool had already been pulled over everyone's eyes by Sir Leonard," Fernandes remarked.
Ziggurat: Defiance of Christ

The academic also expressed surprise that the interreligious meeting was being held in the shadow of a ziggurat explicitly evocative of the Tower of Babel in the book of Genesis — a structure representing totalitarian humanism and flagrant defiance of God.

Fernandes explained:
A ziggurat is a representation carved in stone of nirvanic-like ascension to a pagan pantheon of gods. It is the Mesopotamian counterpart to the ancient Aztec and Egyptian "pyramidical faiths," all of which ought to be an affront to those attending as devout representatives from the world's major religions.

The ziggurat very strongly evokes the Tower of Babel story in Genesis 11, which itself becomes a symbol of rebelliousness and recalcitrance based on a call of unity for contumacy against God and which swiftly provoked his anger. Experts agree that the Tower of Babel, according to the biblical narrative, would have been a ziggurat of some kind.

Meanwhile, the conservative website Not the Bee (part of the popular satirical Christian Babylon Bee media) is deriding the "woke pope" for preaching on harmony between the children of Abraham "instead of preaching Christ crucified."

"It's funny, because I don't remember Peter telling the Pharisees that Abraham was the name under Heaven by which people could be saved," author Joel Abbott quips.
Noting that the interfaith prayer is "to be held on the site of the ancient Babylonian temple dedicated to the moon god Nanna," Abbott excoriates: "I look forward to Francis doing an 'ancient gods' tour where he offers alms and prayers at the temples of Baal, Asherah, Dagon, and Molech!"

Pope Francis also "skipped those days in pope school" where he would have learned that "God's covenantal promises — including the atonement of Christ — would come only through Abraham's son Isaac," Abbott stresses.

Muslims believe Ishmael to be the heir of God's promise.
Abraham Distanced Himself

Fernandes concludes that putting Abraham spiritually back in Ur may not be "the most fitting memorial to our great forefather" because "in Genesis 24, the patriarch is himself at pains to distance himself and his progeny from the land of his origins."

"God, he emphatically states, has called him away and says (in a manner of speaking), should he allow his progeny to return to that country, it would be 'over his dead body,'" Fernandes observes.

"One wonders whether Abraham's words to his servant, 'See to it that you do not take my son back there' might not also apply to any son of Abraham living today," the scholar asks.

Three images and YouTube video omitted.

No Jews, No Jesus at Pope’s ‘Abrahamic’ event

Interfaith meeting at Ur marginalizes Iraq's most persecuted minority

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/no-jews-isaac-or-jesus-at-popes-ur-event
Dr. Jules Gomes, Nassiriya, Iraq, March 6, 2021
Jesus and the Jews were both conspicuously missing from Pope Francis' Saturday interfaith service at the Plain of Ur — publicized by the Vatican event as the birthplace of Abraham.

In his lengthy address, Francis did not mention "Jesus" even once, and the prayer concluding the event did not use the standard trinitarian formula or end in "the name of Jesus."
The pope avoided naming the Hebrew prophet "Isaiah" in his speech while citing the prophecy of nations beating "their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks."

Francis' address and the concluding "Prayer of the Children of Abraham" also intentionally stopped short of calling "Isaac" the "son of Abraham."

The Yezedis, denounced by Muslims as "devil worshippers," were not given a role in the papal interreligious event — even though the Vatican had previously announced their participation.

Conspicuous Omission

Renowned Islamic historian Robert Spencer told Church Militant that "Jesus was not mentioned, for as always, interreligious dialogue involving Muslims and Christians requires Christians move closer to the Islamic position, not any genuine give-and-take or mutuality."

Spencer, a scholar of Middle Eastern origin, noted the marked absence of the Jews: "A genuine interreligious meeting at the 'Birthplace of Abraham' would have included representatives of all three 'Abrahamic' religions. But the Jewish representatives who were invited reportedly refused to attend."

The author of 21 books on Islam and the Middle East explained:

As the Qur'an is deeply anti-Semitic and calls Jews the worst enemies of Muslims (5:82), under the curse of Allah (9:30), and calls on Muslims to make war against and subjugate them (9:29), it is likely that the Jewish leaders did not believe they would be safe or respected there, which is a more realistic view of Islam than the one Francis has.

A local Church official told Reuters that Jews were invited but their situation was "complicated," particularly as they have no structured community. However, a senior foreign Jewish figure has been present in similar past events in Muslim countries.

In comments to Church Militant, Jewish anthropologist Karen Harradine said she found it "insulting to us Jews that we were not included by those who used the birthplace of our first patriarch, Abraham, to virtue signal and mumble meaningless platitudes about healing."
Persecution to Near 'Extinction'

By 2009, there were only eight Jews left in Baghdad, according to diplomatic cables published by Wikileaks. A 2015 law in the zone recognized Judaism as a protected religion and created an official representative. Even in the more tolerant Kurdish zone, of the estimated 400 families of Jewish descent remaining, some have converted to Islam in recent years. Most practice in secret, because identifying as Jewish is still dangerous.

"How odd that Pope Francis neglected to mention this when he spoke at the birthplace of our father, Abraham," Harradine lamented. "I suggest he brushes up on his history next time he plans to pontificate from there and learns about Iraq's ethnic cleansing of Jews."
Harradine narrated how Iraq's Jews were persecuted to the point of extinction: "The Jewish community lived in Iraq for over 2,700 years. In 1941, thousands of Jews were murdered in Baghdad in what became known as the Farhud Massacre. From then on, Jews were regularly subject to pogroms."

Harradine added:

After Israel was created in 1948, over 120,000 Jews were forced to flee, and their property confiscated. By the time of the Six Day War, Jews were barred from leaving Iraq, forced to carry yellow identity cards, publicly hanged and put under house arrest. By the early 1970s the remaining Jews were allowed to leave but many couldn't, being too old. Their property was confiscated. The tiny remaining community now lives in poverty and fear.

"Standing by the birthplace of Abraham, surely Pope Francis' time would have been better spent asking: 'Iraq, where are your Jews?'" Harradine said.
The Interreligious Service
The pope's interreligious service began with a biblical reading from Genesis 12 narrating God's call to Abraham to leave Ur and follow him. This was followed by a Qur'anic reading from Surah 14 — also known as Surah Ibrahim.

"Praise be to Allah, who hath granted unto me in old age Isma'il and Isaac," a Muslim cleric chanted. "In Islam, Ishmael supplants Isaac as the intended sacrificial lamb. Islam has a perspective on the role of Abraham's son Ishmael diametrically opposed to that elaborated in Genesis," writes Islamic scholar S.G. deClaissé-Walford.

"It would have been more illuminating and instructive if Qur'an 60:4 had been read," Spencer noted. "At that point, Abraham tells his unbelieving family that there will be enmity and hatred between him and them forever unless they worship Allah, and he is presented as a model for imitation in doing this."

Explaining the exclusion of "Isaac," Spencer added: "In Islamic tradition, Ishmael is the sacrificial son, and so the pope was apparently willing to go along with the devaluation of the tradition shared by Jews and Christians in favor of the Islamic understanding."

"Today we, Jews, Christians and Muslims, together with our brothers and sisters of other religions, honor our father Abraham by doing as he did: We look up to Heaven and we journey on earth," Francis preached.

Mostly ignoring COVID-19 protocols of masks and social distancing, Francis insisted that "the greatest blasphemy is to profane his name by hating our brothers and sisters."

Calling for "freedom of conscience and freedom of religion" to be respected "because they make us free to contemplate the Heaven for which we were created," the pope labeled extremism and violence as "betrayals of religion."

"We believers cannot be silent when terrorism abuses religion; indeed, we are called unambiguously to dispel all misunderstandings," Francis pleaded.
Pope Clings to 'Popular Fiction'

Spencer told Church Militant that the pope was continuing to "cling to the popular fiction that Islamic jihad terrorism arises from a misunderstanding of Islam."

"Indeed, he can't even go that far; instead, he says that terrorism 'abuses religion,' as if there were Christian terrorists in numbers comparable to Islamic terrorists worldwide," Spencer remarked, noting that Francis' "ignoring of the Qur'an's exhortations to violence against unbelievers doesn't have the remotest chance of compelling jihadis to give up their violence."

Despite the absence of Jews, Vatican News tweeted two news stories announcing in both tweets that Pope Francis had met with "representatives of the three Abrahamic religions" and was "joined by Muslims, Jews and Christians in the Iraqi city of Ur."

Four images and YouTube video omitted.

Iraq bars Jews from Pope’s Interfaith event

Jews furious at Vatican silence on exclusion from Abraham's birthplace

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/iraq-bans-jews-from-popes-interfaith-event
Dr. Jules Gomes, Nassiriya, Iraq, March 8, 2021
Jewish leaders are slamming Pope Francis' silence on Iraq's anti-Semitic policies after it emerged that the Iraqi government blocked Jews from attending the pontiff's interfaith service at the birthplace of Abraham.

A delegation of Jews was unable to attend the "Abrahamic" event even though the Vatican had invited the representatives to be present because "the Iraqi government stymied efforts for any Jews to travel to Iraq," the Jerusalem Post reported Sunday.
Multiple Jewish sources confirmed to Church Militant the veracity of the Jerusalem Post's report explaining that Iraq may have barred the Jewish delegation because Iraq does not officially recognize Israel and there are no relations between the two states.
Vatican Questioned for Its Silence

Freddie Dalah, an Iraqi Jew who fled Iraq for Britain years ago, asked Church Militant why "the pope, using this great opportunity, did not take the Iraqi government to task regarding the conspicuous absence of any prominent Jews as a delegation for their community?"

"The absence of Jews from the event confirms the Vatican's historic silence when it comes to the ethnic cleansing of the Jews not only from Europe but from the Middle East as well," Dalah observed. "Sincerely, a bit more shrewdness in managing the diplomatic situation regarding the absence of the Jewish community would not have gone amiss."

Speaking to Church Militant, Iraqi-born Edwin Shuker, vice president of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said he "genuinely believed that the Vatican was misled by the Iraqi government into thinking that there will be a Jewish presence in Ur."

"The Iraqi government, who intended to do so, recently changed their mind in case the Jewish delegation has links with Israel," Shuker said, "but they could not find local Jewish representatives and ended up with a wasted opportunity."
Shuker and his family fled to the United Kingdom in 1971 amid rising tensions, with dozens of Iraqi Jews executed on spurious charges, but regularly travels back to Iraq, working to preserve Jewish shrines and sites to maintain links between Iraq and its displaced Jewish community.

The Vatican "made it a point of telling journalists" that it had invited representatives of Iraq's Jewish community to attend "despite the fact that Muslims violently purged the Jews from the country decades ago," wrote Yakir Benzion.

"The Vatican didn't bother telling the reporters why none showed up," remarked Benzion, from United with Israel — the world's largest pro-Israel online community.

"I am sad that the Iraqi government prevented Jews, Abraham's children, from participating in what was meant to be a prayer for peace," lamented well-known Rabbi Elchanan Poupko of the Rabbinical Council of America.
Asking why a rabbi was not present at the birthplace of Abraham as part of the papal event, Middle East analyst, writer and peace activist Yoni Michanie said Francis should have spoken up and also remembered the "tens of thousands of Iraqi Jews who were ethnically cleansed in the late 1940s."

On Saturday, Church Militant reported the conspicuous absence of Jews from the Ur event, quoting Jewish anthropologist Karen Harradine, who said she found it "insulting to us Jews that we were not included by those who used the birthplace of our first patriarch, Abraham, to virtue signal and mumble meaningless platitudes about healing."
Mosul-born historian Omar Mohammed added his voice to leaders questioning the absence of Jews on the Plain of Ur.

"Where are the Jews? They are not here," Mohammed, who now lives in exile in Europe questioned. "You are speaking about diversity, but this is not complete, the picture is not complete," he told The Algemeiner.

"Without recognizing the Jewish history of Iraq, without recognizing the Jewish part of Iraq, without recognizing the Jewish contributions to Iraq from thousands of years ago until now ... there will be no real diversity or inclusion at all. And this prayer will have no meaning at all," the historian added.
Mohammed, who documented life under the Islamic State through his blog Mosul Eye stressed that "there is almost no recognition of the non-Muslim societies," under Iraq's constitution because the country's laws are grounded in Islamic tradition.

"This is completely against the meaning of diversity and inclusion. How could you possibly want the Yezedis and the Christians to accept to be living under a constitution that doesn't recognize them?" Mohammed asked.
Iraq Ignores Peace Deal

Mosul, Iraq's second-largest city, has historically been home to Christians, Jews, Yezedis, Circassians, Shias, Sunnis and other communities.

While the Muslim nations of Bahrain, Morocco, United Arab Emirates and Sudan signed the historic Abraham Accords with Israel under the initiative of former president Donald Trump, Iraq has refused to normalize relations with the Jewish state.

Despite the explicit reference to the patriarch Abraham in the title of the treaties and the groundbreaking success heralding peace in the Middle East, Pope Francis and senior diplomatic officials in the Vatican have maintained a stony silence on the Abraham Accords.

Iraq's parliament unanimously passed a law criminalizing the display of the Israeli flag after the flags were seen at Kurdish rallies in the run-up to the Kurdish referendum in 2017.

Church Militant contacted the Holy See Press Office asking why the Vatican did not use its diplomatic offices to ensure the passage of the Jewish delegation to the interfaith event but received no response as of press time.

Three images and YouTube video omitted.

At my web site, you will find over 350 of the finest articles by Dr. Jules Gomes in the “Reports” section at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php. 
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/YOU_DONT_HAVE_TO_BE_CATHOLIC_TO_BE_FOCOLARE.doc
CDL SARAH BLAMES ISLAM FOR NICE JIHAD, BISHOP SAYS DUE TO LACK OF INTERFAITH DIALOGUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_SARAH_BLAMES_ISLAM_FOR_NICE_JIHAD_BISHOP_SAYS_DUE_TO_LACK_OF_INTERFAITH_DIALOGUE.doc
CDL VINCENT NICHOLS CELEBRATES RAMADAN, IFTAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_VINCENT_NICHOLS_CELEBRATES_RAMADAN_IFTAR.doc
DO CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS WORSHIP THE SAME GOD? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DO_CHRISTIANS_AND_MUSLIMS_WORSHIP_THE_SAME_GOD.doc 

DO CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS WORSHIP THE SAME GOD? 02 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DO_CHRISTIANS_AND_MUSLIMS_WORSHIP_THE_SAME_GOD_02.doc 

IS ALLAH OF THE MUSLIMS THE SAME AS THE GOD OF THE CHRISTIANS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_ALLAH_OF_THE_MUSLIMS_THE_SAME_AS_THE_GOD_OF_THE_CHRISTIANS.doc
IS ALLAH OF THE MUSLIMS THE SAME AS THE GOD OF THE CHRISTIANS?-02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_ALLAH_OF_THE_MUSLIMS_THE_SAME_AS_THE_GOD_OF_THE_CHRISTIANS-02.doc 
IS ALLAH THE GOD OF THE BIBLE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IS_ALLAH_THE_GOD_OF_THE_BIBLE.doc
MUSLIM CRESCENT, CROSS, HINDU TOWER AT ST JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MUSLIM_CRESCENT_CROSS_HINDU_TOWER_AT_ST_JAMES_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
MUSLIM DECLARES MUHAMMAD’S SUPREMACY OVER JESUS AT MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MUSLIM_DECLARES_MUHAMMADS_SUPREMACY_OVER_JESUS_AT_MASS.doc
POPE FRANCIS APPOINTS PRO-ISLAM ARCHBISHOP FOR MARSEILLE – IRD, ISLAM
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_APPOINTS_PRO-ISLAM_ARCHBISHOP_FOR_MARSEILLE.doc
THREE-IN-ONE CRESCENT CROSS OM AT JESUIT CENTRE ARUL KADAL IN CHENNAI-ALEX BENZIGER 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THREE-IN-ONE_CRESCENT_CROSS_OM_AT_JESUIT_CENTRE_ARUL_KADAL_IN_CHENNAI-ALEX_BENZIGER.doc
SCOTTISH BISHOP DUMPS JESUS FOR ALLAH
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SCOTTISH_BISHOP_DUMPS_JESUS_FOR_ALLAH.doc
VATICAN URGES CATHOLICS TO SHARE RAMADAN, JOIN IFTARS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_URGES_CATHOLICS_TO_SHARE_RAMADAN_JOIN_IFTARS.doc
