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MICHAEL PRABHU, JANUARY 10, 2020
 
Pope Francis omits papal benediction to appease unbelievers

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/bishop-cancels-creed-on-epiphany-to-avoid-offending-non-catholics
Dr. Jules Gomes, Rome, January 10, 2020
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Bp. Derio Olivero celebrating Ramadan with Muslims in his diocese
Derio participated in the celebration of Ramadan shortly after his episcopal appointment in his diocese in 2017, and again in June 2019, delivering ecumenical greetings to Muslims of the town. The bishop, seated with the local authorities, respectfully listened to the mufti's speech and was present during the Islamic prayers.   
In Feb. 2018, Derio defended Francis' apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia in an interview, saying: "Marriage continues to be indissoluble but not unbreakable." 

Francis appointed the 58-year-old bishop to the see of Pinerolo in 2017. Derio is said to be a "career bishop" who is angling for the See of Turin.  

BISHOP DROPS NICENE CREED TO AVOID OFFENDING NON-CATHOLICS 10 JANUARY 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOP_DROPS_NICENE_CREED_TO_AVOID_OFFENDING_NON-CATHOLICS.doc
Critics have accused the bishop of imitating Francis' "non-offensive" Catholicism. 
In Mar. 2013, Pope Francis offered a "silent blessing" to journalists and news media workers, acknowledging that not all of them were Catholic or believers. The "blessing" omitted the Sign of the Cross and the invocation to the Holy Trinity. 

"Given that many of you do not belong to the Catholic Church, and others are not believers, I give this blessing from my heart, in silence, to each one of you, respecting the conscience of each one of you, but knowing that each one of you is a child of God," Francis said. "May God bless you."

The leftwing NewYork Times applauded it as "a rare gesture for a pontiff and a sign of openness toward other faiths and engagement with the secular world." 
On Sep. 15, 2019, at a meeting with young people at Politeama Square in Palermo, Francis again dropped the traditional papal benediction and the Sign of the Cross. Instead, the pontiff offered a non-Trinitarian "prayer of blessing" without mentioning the name of Jesus, instead asking God to "accompany all these young people on the journey and bless us all."  
"It is hard to see what the Dalai Lama would have said differently," a blog critical of the pope remarked.

However, on Oct. 4, Francis blessed a Pachamama idol in the Vatican gardens and signed himself with the Sign of the Cross before an indigenous person who had brought the image up to the pontiff. 
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