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MICHAEL PRABHU JANUARY 15, 2021
Pope Francis’s inclusion of ‘female ministries’ continues his pattern of rupture
It is, one might say, another nail in the coffin of the Novus Ordo, detaching it still further from the patrimony of Latin-rite worship.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/pope-franciss-inclusion-of-female-ministries-continues-his-pattern-of-rupture/
Dr. Peter Kwasniewski, January 11, 2021
I am not among those who said they knew, the moment Jorge Mario Bergoglio stepped out on the loggia of St. Peter’s, that we were in for a terrible time. However, within the first year, there was already evidence that the cardinals had elected a modernist, a proponent of rupture, of liberation theology and socialism; and as the years went on, it became ever more obvious that his pontificate would embody all the worst tendencies of Paul VI, John Paul II, and Benedict XVI, but without their redeeming qualities.
Pope Francis’s decision, with his motu proprio Spiritus Domini, to modify canon law so that the “ministries” of lector and acolyte are now open to women fits snugly into this larger pattern of rupture from Catholic tradition. While previously women were allowed to read the readings and assist at the altar, canon law permitted only men (viri) to be “installed,” in a permanent and stable way, as lectors and acolytes. It is, one might say, another nail in the coffin of the Novus Ordo, detaching it still further from the patrimony of Latin-rite worship.

For well over 1,700 years, the Roman Church knew the existence of four “minor orders” (porter, exorcist, acolyte, and lector) and three “major orders” (subdeacon, deacon, and priest). All of these roles are either liturgical or have liturgical implications, and therefore were reserved to men. Paul VI attempted to abolish the minor orders and to replace them with what he called the “ministries” of acolyte and lector, but to maintain some semblance of continuity, he too limited them to men. At the ground level, of course, the same kind of disobedience that led to communion in the hand led also to the routine use of women and girls as servers and readers (i.e., not officially instituted acolytes and lectors); John Paul II, in one of the worst moves of his pontificate, recognized the practice as allowable, albeit not required.
Thus, while Pope Francis’s motu proprio may look like a technicality—and surely would have no effect on all those places in the world where the sanctuary is already overrun with females—it represents, in fact, a tectonic shift both in theology and in praxis. For the first time ever, Francis is saying that the Catholic Church should officially institute women as liturgical ministers, i.e., not as substitutes for ministers, but as ministers simply speaking. 

While such a decision does not logically demand an opening to women deacons or women priests, it is, at the same time, intelligible only against the backdrop of the pervasive feminism that has equated the worth of women with their taking-on of roles traditionally reserved to men. In that sense, it continues to stoke the flames of a false egalitarianism that will never stop agitating for women deacons and priests. Moreover, it reflects a failure to understand why ministries were reserved to men in the first place, and why the inclusion of women in these roles is contrary to the very nature and structure of the Catholic liturgy. Many have argued these points over the years; I myself have done so in several articles that now take on a new relevance:

(“Should Women Be Lectors at Mass?”
(“Incarnate Realism and the Catholic Priesthood”
(“Doctrinal Foundations of All-Male Sanctuary Service and the Problem with Ignoring Them”

(“A Model Letter on the Restoration of All-Male Altar Service”

(“On the Status of Minor Orders and the Subdiaconate”

Leila Marie Lawler commented on Facebook:

I’m a housewife. I’m not an academic. But I can read. Not one theologian or academic I’m aware of (please prove me wrong) read Querida Amazonia and reported on what IT DOES NOT SAY. It does not mention the family and the woman’s irreplaceable role in it, as every previous reflection on the Church in the world has done. It does not mention mothers and their role in forming children. It does not mention fathers as providers and protectors. But it does speak of women as sort of parallel apostolic agents who ought to be recognized as such. In other words, it speaks—very clearly for those who have ears—of a new ecclesiology in which traditional apostles—men who are priests—must give way to and work with, and often under, women in apostolic roles. This ecclesiological vision is what is behind Cardinal Ouellet’s letter on women being given equal roles in seminaries. And it is behind this move reported here (QA is referenced by Pope Francis in his letter to the CDF) to codify in Canon Law the long-established role of women as lectors and women and girls as acolytes. (As always with progressives, praxis precedes formal legislation.)

So no, Querida Amazonia was not the anodyne letter proving that the orthodox needed to apologize for worrying about Pope Francis’s destructive tendencies. In fact, it was one more wedge in the modern fissure threatening the bulwark, the Church. When women start to think of their “baptismal dignity” as being proven in the sanctuary, the work of these corrupt shepherds will have been accomplished.

Apart from its egregious departure from Catholic tradition—not a problem, apparently, in the mind of a pope who already modified the Church’s universal catechism on a matter of no small importance—many practical problems are likely to emanate from this latest change to canon law.

In the United States, and here and there elsewhere in the world, we have seen a slow return to the custom of male-only altar service, which, even under Spiritus Domini, remains fully legitimate (there is no requirement that women be lectors, acolytes, readers, or servers). To have only males in the sanctuary is not the majority practice, to be sure, but it has shown a surprising tendency to reassert itself. This new motu proprio will equip liberal bishops and pastors with a tool for opposing such efforts. According to the liturgical law that governs the Novus Ordo, if an instituted lector or acolyte is present, he (or now she) must be used in preference to anyone else. Previously the decision to use women lectors or servers was left up to the individual priest, but Pope Francis’s change of law could be utilized to “plant” female acolytes and lectors in parishes so that they must be employed. That would be an effective way to terminate efforts at restoring a more traditional praxis.

Some Catholics attached to the traditional Latin Mass have been wondering if this change in law will affect them. The answer is no, because—at least for now—this authentic form of the Roman rite is governed by its own laws, namely, those that were in force in 1962 (and, increasingly, by the customs present prior to 1955). Therefore, just as communion in the hand and “extraordinary ministers of holy communion” are impossible to introduce to the TLM, so too the rules about lectors and acolytes cannot affect it, since they are crafted for the Novus Ordo alone. When I said earlier that Pope Paul VI “attempted to abolish the minor orders,” I chose my words carefully: the fact that the minor orders continue to be conferred in priestly and religious communities that make use of the classical Roman rite indicates that they have not, in fact, been abrogated, any more than the usus antiquior itself was abrogated. In short: each of the two “forms” of the Roman rite has its own specific liturgical legislation, and never the twain shall mix. It seems to me far more likely that Pope Francis or a future pope would attempt to outlaw the usus antiquior altogether than that he would order the rubrics and laws of the Novus Ordo to be observed in the celebration of the old rite. (Again, I say “attempt” because it would be impossible for a pope to outlaw the immemorial liturgy of the Roman Church, fulminate though he may.)
Given this decision, conservatives can say goodbye to their dream of reestablishing continuity between the immemorial Latin liturgical tradition and the brave new world of the Novus Ordo. Francis has indicated—indeed, I would say all of the popes since the reform have indicated—that they care nothing for such continuity in and of itself, in its deepest root; at best, a few external reminiscences of the past might be tolerated for those who “like” such things. But it is not about “smells and bells”; it is, and has always been, about the inseparable bond between lex orandi and lex credendi, the content of our worship and the content of our faith.

Thank you, Pope Francis, for once again reminding us that what we need is not a “hermeneutic of continuity” at the mercy of its intrepid hermeneuts, but simply the reality of tradition, which is what you and all modernists despise.
Pope Francis opens up formerly male liturgical roles to women 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-francis-opens-up-formerly-male-liturgical-roles-to-women/
David McLoone, Vatican City, January 11, 2021
In a newly released motu proprio, “Spiritus Domini,” Pope Francis permits the liturgical institution of female lectors and acolytes, rewriting canon law in the process. The ministries of lector and acolyte (formerly minor orders) are important stepping stones on the journey of a seminary candidate towards his eventual receipt of the sacrament of Holy Orders.
The motu proprio, released Monday, effects a direct change on canon 230, §1, which, until Sunday, stated:

Lay men who possess the age and qualifications established by decree of the conference of bishops can be admitted on a stable basis through the prescribed liturgical rite to the ministries of lector and acolyte.

Nevertheless, the conferral of these ministries does not grant them the right to obtain support or remuneration from the Church.

The law now reads:

Lay persons of suitable age and with the gifts determined by decree of the Episcopal Conference may be permanently assigned, by means of the established liturgical rite, to the ministries of lectors and acolytes; however, the conferment of such a role does not entitle them to support or remuneration from the Church.

The ministries of lector and acolyte are part of the priestly formation process in seminaries. It is required that candidates for the priesthood receive the ministries of lector and acolyte before they are admitted to Holy Orders as a preparation for serving at the altar, according to Pope Paul VI’s motu proprio Ministeria Quaedam.

Pope Paul writes that “Candidates for the diaconate and for the priesthood must receive the ministries of lector and acolyte, if they have not already done so, and exercise them for a suitable period of time, so that they are better disposed to future services of the word and the altar.”
Canon 1035, §1 confirms this with the following: “Before anyone is promoted to the permanent or transitional diaconate, he is required to have received the ministries of lector and acolyte and to have exercised them for a suitable period of time.”

While Pope Paul does also write that the laity are not excluded from these ministries “so that they are no longer considered as reserved for candidates to the sacrament of Holy Orders,” he adds that the “institution of the Reader and the Acolyte, according to the venerable tradition of the Church, is reserved for men.”

The former iteration of canon 230, §1 had taken its form from Ministeria Quaedam.

Paul VI, in creating the ministries of lector and acolyte, incorporated the historical major order of subdeacon, the stage immediately prior to deacon and then priest, into the role of lector and acolyte. Whilst this does not mean that the newly instituted ministries were ever considered major orders, it does mean that the functions associated with the now largely ignored major order of subdeacon were subsumed by lector and acolyte.

Speaking with LifeSiteNews, popular Catholic writer Deacon Nick Donnelly explained the Church’s ancient tradition of male lectors and acolytes:

Even though girls and women have acted as readers and altar servers for decades in some countries, this is not the same thing as formal institution into the ministries of lector and acolyte.  It is an ancient tradition of the Church that institution into these ministries is reserved solely to men, reflecting Christ’s explicit choice of men as apostles. From the earliest days of the Church the ministries of lector and acolyte have been intimately associated with the sacred ministers of the altar — bishops, priests and deacons.

Continuing with his explanation of the Church’s tradition, Donnelly noted that “[t]his close association of lector and acolyte with the episcopate, presbyterate and diaconate is reflected in the fact that their reception remains a necessary requirement for candidates to Holy Orders.”

“It is therefore ‘technically correct’ but misleading for Pope Francis to state that these ministries are ‘essentially distinct from the ordained ministry received in the Sacrament of Orders.’” Donnelly expressed his fear that this could be “the first step in formally unraveling and discarding this sacred Tradition by incremental steps towards the long term goal of the faux-ordination of women. Ultimately, it could lead to the repudiation of Our Lord’s reservation of the apostolic ministry to men.”
Distinguished theologian and regular contributor to LifeSiteNews Dr. Peter Kwasniewski told LifeSite that Francis has let “the Zeitgeist inform the Church” in relation to the new motu proprio. “[T]he pope shows himself to be completely at the mercy of long-discredited liturgical ideologies that confuse egalitarianism with baptismal dignity and involvement in ministries with actual participation,” he added.
Kwasniewski sees the attempted move to incorporate women into liturgical ministry as “a kind of sop thrown to the feminists in the Church, which, of course, will not satisfy them, since the ‘holy grail’ is the priesthood or even the episcopacy.”

He does, however, see an unintended benefit arising from the change in canon law, insofar as it is “now clear past all doubt that the two ‘ministries’ of acolyte and lector are not, in fact, the historical continuation of the minor orders of the same names, but merely provisional substitutes. If anything, this will make it even easier to revive the minor orders across the Church when we have a pope someday who cares about continuity with Catholic tradition.”
To accompany the new motu proprio, Pope Francis penned a letter, addressed to the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Cardinal Ladaria. In his letter, the Pope asserts that there is “an ever greater urgency today to rediscover the co-responsibility of all the baptized in the Church, and especially the mission of the laity.”

Taking from the Amazon Synod, Francis urged “the need to think about ‘new paths for ecclesial ministeriality.’ Not only for the Amazonian Church, but for the whole Church, in the variety of situations.”

Focusing his attention on the institution of female ministers, Francis quoted again from the Amazon Synod, saying “it is urgent that ministries be promoted and conferred on men and women[.] … It is the Church of baptized men and women that we must consolidate by promoting ministry and, above all, the awareness of baptismal dignity.”

Well known German Catholic theologian and canon lawyer Thomas Schüller claimed last year that Pope Francis is moving toward conferring on women “real leadership positions” in the Church, evidenced by his post-synodal exhortation Querida Amazonia (Q.A.).

In Q.A. section 101, the Pope speaks of the “two human faces” of God: “the face of his divine Son made man and the face of a creature, a woman, Mary. Women make their contribution to the Church in a way that is properly theirs, by making present the tender strength of Mary, the Mother.”

Drawing from Francis’s words, Schüller posits that “there had taken place a two-fold divine incarnational event, a male one in Jesus Christ with its continuation in those men who work as clergymen, and a female one in Mary which empowers women to be tender and powerful witnesses of the Gospel. Both are said to be faces of God.”

He adds that “the ordained men — excluding the deacons according to a decision by Pope Benedict XVI — are acting in persona Christi capitis, while the women are acting in persona Mariae, in order to rule with tenderness and proclaim the Gospel in an inspired manner.”

LifeSiteNews’ Dr. Maike Hickson notes that Schüller’s reading of Francis would lead to a restriction of men to ministers of Penance, the Eucharist, and Extreme Unction, giving way to women as “prominent figures even on the altar during the Holy Mass by giving the homilies and by other prophetic roles of proclamation.”

Schüller goes so far as to claim that Francis believes that “women, without doubt, are already and continue to be able to be bearers of authority of jurisdiction, that is to say of real authority of governance.”
Pope Francis has already appointed a number of women to important roles in the Roman Curia, such as Dr. Raffaella Vincenti as head of the Vatican Apostolic Library and Prof. Antonella Sciarrone Alibrandi as a member of the Financial Information Authority board, affording some credence to Schüller’s reading of Q.A.

The prominent liturgical role of women envisaged (and now legalized) by Francis stands in stark contrast with the authoritative and inerrant writings of St. Paul, teaching through the Sacred Scriptures. First Corinthians reads: “Let women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted them to speak, but to be subject, as also the law saith. But if they would learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is a shame for a woman to speak in the church” (DRB, 1 Cor. 14:34-35).
Women religious superiors welcome Pope’s decision to open ministries of lector, acolyte to women

https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=49357
http://www.internationalunionsuperiorsgeneral.org/spiritus-domini-uisg-declation/
January 12/14, 2021

CWN Editor's Note: “We express our thanks to Pope Francis for the Motu Proprio Spiritus Domini, and to all those who have contributed to the study and research for this new step that sees the ministerial participation of women in the Church,” the International Union of Superiors General said following the Pope’s recent decision.
Thank you Holy Father! We express our thanks to Pope Francis for the Motu Proprio Spiritus Domini, and to all those who have contributed to the study and research for this new step that sees the ministerial participation of women in the Church.
We are pleased to note that the title of the Motu Proprio is Spiritus Domini. As the Holy Father says in his letter to Cardinal Ladaria, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the decision that not only men but also women may be instituted as Lectors or Acolytes is a sign and a response to the “dynamism that characterises the nature of the Church”, a dynamism that is proper to the Holy Spirit constantly challenging the Church in obedience to Revelation and reality.
This document is given to us on the day of the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord, the day on which God is revealed in communion with Jesus who became a servant.  Looking at Jesus, we renew our common baptismal dignity as sons and daughters in Him, as brothers and sisters. From the baptismal font and then the chrismal anointing we, all baptised men and women, become sharers in the life and mission of Christ and capable of serving the community.

Being able to contribute to the mission of the Church, sharing the ministries, will help us to understand, as the Holy Father says in his letter, that in this mission “we are ordained to each other”, ordained and non-ordained ministers, men and women, in a mutual relationship. This strengthens the evangelical testimony of communion.

In many places women, and especially consecrated women, fulfil different pastoral ministries following the guidelines of the bishops, in responding to the needs of evangelisation. Therefore, the Motu Proprio, with its universal character, is a confirmation of the Church’s path in acknowledging the service “of so many women who have cared and continue to care for the service of the Word and the Altar”.

Pope Francis’ Lesson on How to Make Female Ministers 

https://onepeterfive.com/pope-francis-lesson-on-how-to-make-female-ministers/
Dan Millette, January 15, 2021

In one of my weaker moments, I did something rather foolish, born from curiosity. That is, I read Pope Francis’ new motu proprio: Spiritus Domini. It was not so much what the document promulgated that interested me – that women shall be made official acolytes and lectors of the Church – but rather in how it was accomplished. How exactly does a pope go about codifying an illicit and vexatious practice? Is it as simple as a few magic words, a stroke of the pen, and voila, women can officially act the role of men? It turns out that this is not far from the truth.

As I read, almost immediately I was confused. Spiritus Domini begins by vaguely speaking of charisms. Everyone, we are told, receives charisms in order to build up the Church. Fine. But with no further distinction, these charisms are then “called ministries because they are publicly recognized and instituted by the Church.” Equating all charisms with publicly recognized Church ministries is a devious jump in logic, especially when one considers the context of this motu proprio. The object of the motu proprio is to formally codify the many years of disobedience where certain women have acted as acolytes and lectors (shame on the many pastors for approving this). To equate this disobedience as a charism is a scandalous proposition. What next? Approving sins against the Sixth Commandment because people are doing them anyway? Or cancelling the Sunday Mass obligation because people are not attending anyway? Never mind that last example.
With the idea of charisms and ministry muddled, Francis then attempts to place “lay ministries” in a historical context. He explains, “Following a venerable tradition, the reception of ‘lay ministries’, which Saint Paul VI regulated in the Motu Proprio Ministeria Quaedam (17 August 1972), preceded in a preparatory manner the reception of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, although such ministries were conferred on other suitable male faithful.”
Brideshead Revisited’s Rex Mottram comes to mind – if the pope says it is going to rain then it must, or at least rain spiritually for those holy enough to see. If Francis says that Paul VI followed the venerable 1700-year tradition of minor orders by kicking the orders to the curb in the name of a “contemporary outlook” (Paul VI’s own words), then he must have done so, at least spiritually for those holy enough to see.

Pope Francis continues: “A number of Assemblies of the Synod of Bishops have highlighted the need to deepen the subject doctrinally.” It is 2021. This motu proprio was released mere days following the collapse of hope in the United States and much of the world. Lockdowns are crushing humanity. Starvation is rising. Mass attendance is at a stunning 5%. But we are told that certifying women to read at Mass is what must be highlighted. This may be partially true I suppose, considering many churches will soon no longer have any lay men at Mass.

Reading further, Francis chalks up the need to change what is in place by infamously calling it, to the delight of James Martin, “a doctrinal development.” From this he drops the bombshell on Canon 230 §1, declaring that “[l]ay persons of suitable age” are to be established in the ministries of lectors and acolytes. Thus concludes Spiritus Domini.
There is much I could say about this motu proprio. First, it never really addresses why women must become acolytes and lectors. Is simply being a wife, mother, or even a bride of Christ too blasé? Is it empowering for a woman to serve a man (priest) at a table (altar) in front of a dwindling and ever-aging congregation? This is the feminist dream? Or is this, as we all suspect, just the obvious next step towards the impossible: female ordinations?

To coin a new phrase: Is the modern pope always canonized?

But what stands out most in Spiritus Domini is the clear manipulation of the term ministry. I am not surprised. Since the papacy of Paul VI, was ever there a more overused and convoluted word than ministry? I immediately think of one nearby parish where everyone is a minister of something. There is usher ministry, music ministry, décor ministry, hospitality ministry, and kitchen ministry. There is also sign ministry, to make the poor soul who changes the outdoor church sign in 40 below weather feel important. I imagine there is even ministry-ministry, for the people who make the lists dictating who must actively participate in which ministry for a given week. Pope Francis suggests that these are all charisms of the Holy Spirit. I counter that the Holy Spirit does not go around looking to give figurative ice cream cones to all Catholics so that they can feel important. Sentimentality is no charism. Nor is reciting the word ministry a theological argument.

To be honest, I do not know what ministry means anymore. It apparently no longer has anything to do with ordinations. It is whatever we call it to be. For all I can tell, Pope Francis has thrown terms such as “charism”, “venerable tradition”, and “doctrinal development” at the word, and then simply did what he wished to do all along. Well I shall call the word ministry something else: A dull, unspectacular, and unconvincing excuse.

On we trod. The world indeed falls apart. The Church rushes to join in the folly. Holy Spirit, give us your true grace to fight for souls. I can only conclude with the tragic words of the late John Senior in The Death of Christian Culture:

“And Christians look fearfully toward a second age of martyrdom, this time without the lions, under the reign of a sophisticated terror by lobotomy and drugs to create international, nondenominational, multiracial moral and political imbecility. The Church Herself is split by an apostasy within, far worse than any that has ever been without. Christians who have lived in the hope that the Church would save them must fight to save the Church. No sooner on the ark than they must man the pumps” (p. 148).

Perhaps, then, there is one more ministry we must still consider. Save-the-Church ministry.

Sign me up.

Pope opens minor orders to women
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=49312
January 11, 2021

CWN Editor's Note: Pope Francis has issued a motu proprio allowing women to be formally admitted to the minor orders of lector and acolyte. The document explains that all baptized people are eligible for these liturgical roles, which are “essentially distinct from the ordained ministry received in the Sacrament of Orders.” 
Women have acted as lectors for years, but the Vatican News service observed that “this has occurred without a true and proper institutional mandate.”
Continue to this story on Vatican Press Office: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2021/01/11/210111a.html 
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 JULY 2021 (800+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 JULY 2021 (1350+) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
