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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 22, 2021
Pope Francis says “attacks and insults” against him are “work of the devil”
The comments were made in a meeting with Slovak Jesuits conducted during his trip to Bratislava on September 12, but were only reported today by the Jesuit publication La Civiltà Cattolica.

https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/09/21/pope-francis-says-attacks-and-insults-against-him-are-work-of-the-devil/
Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, September 21, 2021
FRANCIS CALLS EWTN ‘THE WORK OF THE DEVIL’ 21 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_EWTN_THE_WORK_OF_THE_DEVIL.doc
Pope Francis recently accused a “large Catholic television channel” of “attacks and insults” against him and opined that some people wanted him dead, adding that certain unnamed Catholic prelates had met to plan a new papal election while he was in surgery for diverticulitis of the colon.
The pontiff also complained that people regard him as a “communist” and accused them of wanting to “go backward,” accusing people of being “frightened” by his doctrines on communion for the divorced and remarried, on “accompany[ing] people with sexual diversity,” and lamenting that priests wish to celebrate the Mass in Latin.

The comments were made in a meeting with Slovak Jesuits conducted during his trip to Bratislava on September 12, but were only reported today by the Jesuit publication La Civiltà Cattolica.

Although Francis didn’t name the “large” Catholic channel that has attacked him, the statement led the Associated Press to suggest that Francis was referring to the Eternal Word Television Network (EWTN) and its criticisms of the pope’s recently-imposed restrictions on the traditional Latin Mass.

“Some people wanted me to die”
Asked how he was, Francis responded, “Still alive, even though some people wanted me to die.”

“I know there were even meetings between prelates who thought the pope’s condition was more serious than the official version,” he added. “They were preparing for the conclave. Patience! Thank God, I’m all right.”

The comments about his critics came in response to a Jesuit who told Francis that “some even see you as heterodox while others idealize you,” and asked, “How do you deal with people who look at you with suspicion?”
“There is, for example, a large Catholic television channel that has no hesitation in continually speaking ill of the pope,” responded Francis. “I personally deserve attacks and insults because I am a sinner, but the Church does not deserve them. They are the work of the devil. I have also said this to some of them.”

“Yes, there are also clerics who make nasty comments about me,” the pope added. “I sometimes lose patience, especially when they make judgments without entering into a real dialogue. I can’t do anything there. However, I go on without entering their world of ideas and fantasies. I don’t want to enter it and that’s why I prefer to preach, preach.”

“Some people accuse me of not talking about holiness,” said Francis. “They say I always talk about social issues and that I’m a communist. Yet I wrote an entire apostolic exhortation on holiness, Gaudete et Exsultate.”

“The temptation to go backward”
One Jesuit told the pope that “under communism I experienced pastoral creativity. Some even said that a Jesuit could not be formed during communism, but others disagreed and we are here. What vision of Church can we follow?”

“You said something very important, which identifies the suffering of the Church at this moment: the temptation to go backward,” Francis responded. “We are suffering this today in the Church: the ideology of going backward. It is an ideology that colonizes minds. It is a form of ideological colonization.”

The pontiff added that people “look back to the past to seek security” and pointed specifically to those who have been discomfited by his doctrines on communion for the divorced and remarried and his “accompaniment” of “people with sexual diversity.” “It frightens us to celebrate before the people of God who look us in the face and tell us the truth,” said Francis. “It frightens us to go forward in pastoral experiences.”

The pope recalled the “work that was done . . . at the Synod on the Family to make it understood that couples in second unions are not already condemned to hell,” adding, “It frightens us to accompany people with sexual diversity. We are afraid of the crossroads and paths that Paul VI spoke of. This is the evil of this moment, namely, to seek the path in rigidity and clericalism, which are two perversions.”
“I’ll repeat something I said to the ecumenical group I met here before you: freedom scares us,” said Francis. “In a world that is so conditioned by addictions and virtual experiences it frightens us to be free.”

Among the traditional practices the pontiff classified with “going backward” was the “ancient rite” of the Mass, which he called “automatism,” a term he did not explain. He claimed he was restoring the “true intentions” of Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI by restricting its use.

“Now I hope that with the decision to stop the automatism of the ancient rite we can return to the true intentions of Benedict XVI and John Paul II,” said Francis. “My decision is the result of a consultation with all the bishops of the world made last year.”

“From now on those who want to celebrate with the vetus ordo must ask permission from as is done with biritualism. But there are young people who after a month of ordination go to the bishop to ask for it. This is a phenomenon that indicates that we are going backward.”

Francis encouraged the Jesuits in “closeness” to God in prayer, among themselves, with the bishop, and with the “people of God.” He told them not to “speak ill of a bishop” but rather to go to him in private to discuss things with him, adding, “And when I say bishop, I also mean the pope.”
The pontiff stated during the discussion that he knew his words would be reported by La Civiltà Cattolica, whose editor, Antonio Spadaro, had arranged the meeting specifically for that purpose.

“The idea of inviting Jesuits to meet me on my apostolic journeys is Fr. Spadaro’s because it gives him material for La Civiltà Cattolica,” said Francis. “They always publish these conversations!”
Reader’s comment

The idea that he was referencing EWTN would be laughable if it were not likely quite true. EWTN makes a contribution to Catholic life which is unparalleled but only because it has no competition that I am aware of — except perhaps what can be found on the web — but that of course is a different genre.
God love them, but EWTN does not rise above the level of a parish bulletin in its coverage of the pope. Neither does the NCRegister. One is left to wonder what would be happening there if Angelica was at the helm — but we all know the comportment of the episcopate with that “difficult woman.”
God reward her abundantly for her authentic effort to reanimate the post-conciliar Church. She was a gift from God.
All that said, the pope’s remarks remind me of the report which exists regarding his personality structure offered by Peter Kolvenbach, SJ [Superior General 1983 – 2008] who told Pope John Paul when the idea of elevating Father Bergoglio to the episcopate came up that Father Bergoglio was emotionally unstable and temperamentally unreliable. The longer he remains at the helm the serious nature of that estimation becomes ever more clear.
I have never regarded this pope as a thinker. A sentimentalist at best and that is a stretch. Undoubtedly a self-serving rationalizer. With the publication of “Traditionis custodes” he can be regarded an unmitigated egoistic sadist. Indeed the entire crew of purveyors of “new paradigm katholicism” can be described with these and far less charitable adjectives.
We find our Catholic faith eviscerated virtually on a daily basis with calculated half-truths by the occupant of the Chair of Peter, a mind numbing number of the episcopate and a huge coven of “theologians” sitting comfortably in katholic academia. In so doing they are not merely benignly “revisioning” the timeless faith gifted us by our Lord, Jesus Christ, they are at once dismantling it and cutting the hearts out of the faithful. Christ’s faithful, whom they regard pejoratively as ridged Pharisees.
Is it too much to say that these days the Tiber flows into the Potomac? It is it the other way around?

Pope vilifies criticism from EWTN and other Catholic outlets as ‘the work of the devil’
During the same meeting, Pope Francis said that homosexual couples deserve pastoral support which is affirming of relationships based on sodomy.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-vilifies-criticism-from-ewtn-and-other-catholic-outlets-as-the-work-of-the-devil/
Doug Mainwaring, September 22, 2021
Pope Francis harshly criticized U.S. Catholic network EWTN and other like-minded Catholic news outlets who have raised concerns about his pontificate, declaring that their criticism is “the work of the devil.”
The Pontiff voiced his disparaging remarks against the network founded by Mother Angelica during a meeting with fellow Jesuits in Slovakia last week.     

During the same meeting, the Pontiff said that while gender ideology is dangerous, homosexual couples deserve pastoral support which is affirming of relationships based on sodomy. Gender ideology, the Pope said, “is abstract with respect to the concrete life of a person, as if a person could decide abstractly at will if and when to be a man or a woman.”

“Abstraction is always a problem for me. This has nothing to do with the homosexual issue, though,” he told the room full of Jesuits. “If there is a homosexual couple, we can do pastoral work with them, move forward in our encounter with Christ.” He made no mention of the gravely sinful nature of homosexuality.
Pope Francis says criticisms of him are diabolical ‘attacks’ on the Church

Toward the end of the meeting, noting that some Catholics view Pope Francis as “heterodox,” a Jesuit asked the Pope, “How do you deal with people who look at you with suspicion?”   

The Pontiff responded by suggesting that criticisms of him are diabolical attacks on the Church. 

“There is, for example, a large Catholic television channel that has no hesitation in continually speaking ill of the pope,” said Francis. “I personally deserve attacks and insults because I am a sinner, but the Church does not deserve them. They are the work of the devil. I have also said this to some of them.”  

 Jesuit-run America Magazine was the first to report the Pope’s calumny after another Jesuit priest, papal confidante Father Antonio Spadaro, editor-in-chief of Jesuit magazine La Civiltà Cattolica, who was present at the meeting, provided an English translation of Francis’ remarks. Spadaro is not a disinterested journalist when it comes to criticism of his good friend, the Pope. In 2018 he retweeted a call for EWTN to be shut down until its flagship news show host, Raymond Arroyo, is fired.

Although the Pope did not specifically mention EWTN, the Jesuit magazine gladly connected the dots for its readers, identifying EWTN as the primary target of the Pope’s condemnation. 
America Magazine’s Gerard O’Connell explained: 

While Francis did not name the “large Catholic television channel” in his answer, his remark “I have also said this to some of them” offers a clue as to which station he was referring. America has learned from three different Vatican officials, who asked for anonymity because they were not authorized to speak, that the pope touched on this same topic on his flight from Rome to Baghdad on March 5, when he greeted each of the journalists on the flight. 

On that occasion, when the pope reached EWTN’s reporter and cameraman, one of them told him they were praying for him. He responded that maybe Mother Angelica, EWTN’s founder, is in heaven praying for him, but that they—referring to the entire network—“should stop speaking badly about me.” He used the Italian word sparlare, which means “to bad mouth,” “to say nasty things” or “to speak ill of.” America’s Vatican correspondent was on the papal flight and learned this immediately after the visit to Iraq. 

America Magazine also drew a connection between EWTN and its associated publication, the National Catholic Register (NCR), noting that NCR was “one of two outlets that published the former nuncio to the United States and QAnon conspiracy theorist Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò’s explosive 2018 ‘testimony’ calling on the pope to resign.” 

The other outlet, left unmentioned by America Magazine Vatican correspondent O’Connell, was LifeSiteNews. 

EWTN’s criticism of the Pope: Frequent and well-warranted
In recent years, LifeSiteNews has frequently covered EWTN’s commentary concerning Pope Francis’ frequent troubling, puzzling statements and actions which challenge or even seemingly discard Church teaching. 

During the course of his pontificate, Francis has signaled that the divorced and remarried should be allowed to receive Communion; told homosexuals that they are “born that way;” referred to gender-confused men as “girls;” taught against the death penalty, despite settled Church teaching on the matter; expressed openness to “women deacons;” welcomed pro-abortion public figures as Vatican experts; cheer-led for climate-extremism; entered a pact with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) surrendering the underground Church faithful there to CCP control; ignored the Dubia by four Cardinals concerning Amoris Laetitia, as well as Archbishop Viganò’s testimony regarding his handling of then-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick’s homosexual predation; warned Catholics not to “proselytize” their neighbors; participated in a pagan ritual in the Vatican Gardens centering on a pagan idol, Pachamama; and has suggested that God wills the “diversity of religions.”

The following is a partial list of articles by LSN on EWTN’s well-warranted critical coverage of the Pope, giving a good indication of why the Pope singled out the U.S. Catholic TV network:
June 17, 2021  

EWTN priest calls on Francis to ‘formally correct’ remarks on God willing diversity of religions 

Fr. Gerald Murray and the ‘papal posse’ also questioned the appointment of Archbishop Wilton Gregory in Washington and other comments by the Pope.

November 12, 2020 

Viganò skewers McCarrick Report on EWTN: ‘Bergoglio is to the deep church as Biden is to the deep state’ 

Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò responded to the Vatican’s recently released McCarrick Report which tries to pin the lack of adequate response to McCarrick on Viganò himself 

April 16, 2020 

EWTN’s ‘papal posse’ criticizes Pope’s establishment of yet another female deacon commission   

Canon lawyer Father Gerald Murray said the new commission shouldn’t have been formed since it calls into question the truth that ‘women can’t be made deacons’

February 14, 2020
EWTN’s ‘World Over’ show criticizes Pope’s Amazon exhortation for lack of ‘clear answers’   

Robert Royal, Father Gerald Murray, and Raymond Arroyo honed in on lack of straightforward answers from the Vatican during Thursday’s show.

November 7, 2019 
EWTN’s Fr. Mitch Pacwa condemns Pachamama ‘worship’ at Amazon Synod   

The Jesuit priest called the presence of a pagan god statue ‘a major scandal’ and told the Vatican to stop saying it’s a ‘symbol.’ 
October 24, 2019 

Cardinal Müller criticizes key Amazon Synod organizer: ‘Some people don’t understand what is a dogma’   

Cardinal Gerhard Müller made his comment about Bishop Erwin Kräutler, one of the prominent actors at the recently concluded Amazon Synod in Rome

October 11, 2019
Pope Francis causes ‘confusion’ by participating in ‘pagan’ ritual  

 ‘This should not be — ever occur in a Catholic institution, certainly not in the Holy See.’ 

October 3, 2019 

‘I don’t see it:’ Two US bishops respond to charges of American ‘schism’  

 “I see people of real committed faith….who are concerned and asking, and saying ‘Give us the truth of Christ clearly.’” 

July 11, 2019 

Former Catholic Herald editor blasts Amazon Synod, ‘corrupt pope’   

Damian Thompson pulled no punches since leaving his post at the Catholic Herald.

April 11, 2019
EWTN priest calls on Francis to ‘formally correct’ remarks on God willing diversity of religions   

Fr. Gerald Murray and the ‘papal posse’ also questioned the appointment of Archbishop Wilton Gregory in Washington and other comments by the Pope. 

April 11, 2019 

Steve Bannon rips Pope Francis for Vatican-China deal, siding with ‘globalists’ 

Bannon called out the Pope for going after the ‘populist, nationalist sovereignty movement’ and for taking ‘the side of the globalists’

October 31, 2018
EWTN panel: Francis is damaging himself and Church by not answering Viganò’s allegations   

‘These things cannot be ignored – they can be ignored, but there’s a price to pay for this.’

October 25, 2018 

EWTN panel: Francis is damaging himself and Church by not answering Viganò’s allegations 

‘These things cannot be ignored – they can be ignored, but there’s a price to pay for this.’

August 30, 2018 

EWTN panel: Viganò’s testimony reveals ‘greatest crisis’ Pope and Church now face   

‘This is something that is unprecedented in our lifetime, and it is, for me, a crucial moment in the life of the Church.’

August 2, 2018 

Pope’s new teaching against death penalty is ‘break’ with Catholic teaching: EWTN panel   

Canonist Father Gerald Murray called the Pope’s new teaching ‘very troubling’ because it went against Church doctrine. 

June 25, 2018
EWTN papal posse criticizes Vatican use of ‘propaganda term’ ‘LGBT’ in Youth Synod working document   

Catholics have been expressing concern that the Vatican is further capitulating to the “gay” lobby.

April 12, 2018 

EWTN’s Raymond Arroyo: ‘Good Catholics’ can’t ignore controversy over Pope Francis   

‘And if we look the other way…or pretend we’re not seeing it, we’re not being…good Catholics.’

April 12, 2018
Pope’s new document has ‘very, very troubling’ parts: EWTN panel   

The ‘invective’ exhortation ‘stigmatizes’ some Catholics. 

March 1, 2018 

On EWTN orthodox Catholic author warns Pope Francis has deliberately created confusion 

EWTN’s The World Over guest and Catholic World News Editor, Phil Lawler, discussed his new book, “Lost Shepherd: How Pope Francis is Misleading His Flock.” Lawler warned Intervention is needed in the direction Francis is taking the Church. 

February 4, 2018 

Social scientist: Vatican is ‘negotiating the surrender’ of China’s real Church to the Communists   

‘Why should the Catholic Church participate in its own dissolution and destruction?’ 

January 11, 2018 

Canon lawyer calls for Amoris Laetitia’s 8th chapter to be ‘withdrawn’ on EWTN show  

‘My hope and prayer is that Amoris laetitia chapter 8 would be withdrawn…it’s causing huge problems in the life of the Church’

October 26, 2017 

Pope Francis’ new liturgical rules could cause ‘huge damage’: priest on EWTN   

EWTN’s Papal Posse points to the crisis of authority as troubling.  

April 27, 2017
EWTN panel discusses nearly ‘anarchic’ state of the Church   

Women deacons, laxity in receiving Holy Communion, the handling of the Order of Malta, and a pro-gay Vatican appointment are issues of concern. 

February 16, 2017 

‘It gives the feeling of a schism’: EWTN panel analyzes current ‘disaster’ in the Church  

‘It may go on for decades.’ 
December 15, 2016
Cardinal Burke defends dubia signers in blockbuster EWTN interview   

Cardinal Burke gave a wide-ranging interview about the dubia he and three other cardinals submitted asking for moral clarity on Amoris Laetitia. 

June 23, 2016 

EWTN panel: Pope’s remarks on marriage, cohabitation were ‘reckless,’ depart from Church Tradition   

Last week, the panel on Raymond Arroyo’s The World Over respectfully yet candidly dissected Pope Francis’s recent comments.

LINKED FILES TO BE UPDATED:
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 OCTOBER 2021 (1100+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 OCTOBER 2021 (1350+) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
