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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
Pope Francis: Synodality is not about fashion, it is the Church of the Acts of the Apostles
 https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52270

September 20, 2021

CWN Editor's Note: On September 18, Pope Francis addressed some of the faithful of the Diocese of Rome on the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, whose theme is “For a synodal church: communion, participation, and mission.” The synod begins at a local level in October 2021 and culminates in Rome in October 2023.
Continue to this story on AsiaNews
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pope:-Synodality-is-not-about-fashion,-it-is-the-Church-of-the-Acts-of-the-Apostles-54089.html
September 20, 2021

On the eve of the biennial path that will start in October for the Churches of the whole world, Francis explained to the Diocese of Rome the meaning and style of this journey. Listen to the Holy Spirit “by listening to yourselves”, going “beyond the 3-4 per cent of our neighbours” to listen others, even those who “will insult you”.

Pope Francis met a group of faithful from the Diocese of Rome this morning in the Paul VI Hall to mark the start of the new pastoral year, as well as speak about the two-year period that will start on 9-10 October, whereby dioceses around the world take centre stage and engage in reflection on the theme For a synodal Church: communion, participation, mission.
As bishop of Rome, Francis also explained to the faithful of his diocese led by the vicar of Rome, Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, that he cares so much about this journey, which will end in October 2023 with the General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops.

“I have come here to encourage you to take this synodal process seriously and to tell you that the Holy Spirit needs you. Listen to it by listening to yourselves. And don’t leave anyone out or behind,” the pontiff said.

"The topic of synodality is not a chapter in a treatise on ecclesiology, much less about fashion, a slogan or a new term to be used or exploited in our meetings. Synodality expresses the nature of the Church, her form, style, mission. I do not say this on the basis of a theological opinion, not even as a personal thought, but following what we can consider the first and most important manual of ecclesiology, the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.”

Precisely by vetting some pages of this book from Scripture in his long speech, Pope Francis indicated some characteristics of synodality. "Everyone is a protagonist; no one can be considered a mere extra. Authority was born from listening to the voice of God and the people who held ‘down’ those who received it. The ‘bottom’ of life, to which it was necessary to render the service of charity and faith.” For the pontiff, the Acts of the Apostles especially teach that “standing still cannot be a good condition for the Church.”

The difference of opinion between Peter and Paul was not that of two people with their own traits, but the expression of two "visions inserted in horizons greater than themselves, capable of rethinking themselves in relation to what was happening, witnesses of an impulse that put them in crisis, that pushed them to dare, ask, change their mind, make mistakes and learn from mistakes, especially hope despite difficulties. They were disciples of the Holy Spirit, which made them discover the geography of divine salvation, opening doors and windows, tearing down walls, breaking chains, freeing borders. At that point it may be necessary to leave, change course, overcome beliefs that hold back and prevent us from moving and walking together.”

From this perspective, “comparing different visions and expectations" in the Church must not frighten. “We must not fear that this will still happen today,” said the pope. “These are signs of docility and openness to the Spirit. There is a rigid way of considering circumstances, which mortifies the Makrothymía of God, that is, that patience of the gaze that is nourished by deep, wide and long visions: God sees far away, God is not in a hurry.”

“By listening patiently, the path is once again that indicated by the apostles, who, communicating to the community the decisions made, said: “‘The Holy Spirit and us.’ 
‘There is always the temptation, the pope notes, to do it alone, expressing a substitute ecclesiology, as if, having ascended to Heaven, the Lord had left a void to be filled. But Jesus’ words are clear: ‘And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with you always,’ (Jn 14:16, 18).”

What Jesus refutes “those who persist in taking God’s place, claiming to model the Church on their own cultural and historical convictions, forcing her into armed borders, guilty customs, a spirituality that blasphemes the free spontaneity of God’s engaging action.”

“There will always be discussions,” said the pontiff, “but solutions must be sought by letting God speak and give freedom to his voices in our midst, praying and opening our eyes to all that surrounds us, practicing a life faithful to the Gospel, questioning Revelation according to a pilgrim hermeneutic that knows how to preserve the journey begun in the Acts of the Apostles. Otherwise, the Holy Spirit will be humbled.”

The same tradition, notes the pope, "is a leavened dough, a reality in ferment where we can recognise growth, and in the dough a communion that takes place in motion” where “walking together realises true communion.”

Francis went on to highlight the specific importance of the diocesan phase in this synodal process because it must be the privileged moment of listening “to the totality of the baptised” because all are depositaries of the sensus fidei. 

“There is a lot of resistance to overcome the image of a Church rigidly divided between leaders and subordinates, between those who teach and those who must learn, forgetting that God likes to overturn positions: ‘He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted up the lowly’ (Lk 1:52).

“The synodal Church,” Francis explains, “restores the horizon from which the sun Christ rises: putting up hierarchical monuments means covering it. Pastors walk with the people: sometimes in front of it, sometimes in the middle, sometimes behind. In front to lead, in the middle to encourage and not forget the smell of the flock, behind because the people can ‘sniff out’ new ways or find the lost road.”

This is a journey in which everyone is called to recognise themselves as “sheep with respect to the Shepherd who is the Lord. [. . .] Exercising sensus fidei cannot be reduced to expressing and comparing opinions that we can have regarding this or that topic, that single aspect of doctrine, or that rule of discipline. The idea of differentiating majorities and minorities cannot prevail. How many times the ‘waste’ became the ‘cornerstone’, the ‘distant’ became the ‘near’. The marginalised, the poor, the hopeless have been chosen as the sacrament of Christ.”

This is why feeling to be “God’s people” is incompatible with any form of exclusivism. This is why parishes are invited to the synodal journey: leave doors and windows open, do not limit yourselves to considering only those who attend or think like you. Allow yourselves to go out to meet and allow yourselves to be questioned, let their questions be your questions, allow people to walk together: the Spirit shall lead you. Do not be afraid to engage in dialogue and let yourselves be upset by dialogue.”

All this “will be good for the Diocese of Rome and for the whole Church,” Francis said in concluding. This is not “strengthened only by reforming structures, giving instructions, offering retreats and conferences, or by virtue of directives and programmes.” It will help if we “rediscover that it is people who want to walk together, among us and with humanity. This will need that we go beyond the 3-4 per cent of our neighbours, that we go further to listen to others”. This might include those who "sometimes will insult you, chase you away, but it is necessary to hear what they think, without seeking to impose our things: Let the Spirit speak to us.”

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH, FOR THE 16TH ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OCTOBER 9-10, 2021 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_FOR_A_SYNODAL_CHURCH_FOR_THE_16TH_ORDINARY_GENERAL_ASSEMBLY_OF_THE_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_OCTOBER_9-10_2021.doc
MISSION VADEMECUM OR HANDBOOK FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 2021-2023 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MISSION_VADEMECUM_OR_HANDBOOK_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_2021-2023.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT-02 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT-02.doc
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT ON SYNODALITY PREFIGURES A CONFUSING SYNOD 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_ON_SYNODALITY_PREFIGURES_A_CONFUSING_SYNOD.doc
SYNODALITY HAS BEEN DECRIED BY LEADING PRELATES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

MORE SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES [LIST INCOMPLETE FOR SEP-OCT 2021]
SYNODALITY IN THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH FRANCIS/INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 2 MARCH 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IN_THE_LIFE_AND_MISSION_OF_THE_CHURCH.doc
EPISCOPALIS COMMUNIO – ON A SYNODAL CHURCH FRANCIS 15 SEPTEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EPISCOPALIS_COMMUNIO.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 26-THE DECENTRALIZATION OF DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY (SYNODALITY AND COLLEGIALITY) 12 APRIL 2016 111 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_26-THE_DECENTRALIZATION_OF_DOCTRINAL_AUTHORITY.doc
COLLEGIALITY AND EUCHARISTIC INTEGRITY 23 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COLLEGIALITY_AND_EUCHARISTIC_INTEGRITY.doc
A SHORT DEFENSE OF AUTHENTIC SYNODALITY 10 DECEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_SHORT_DEFENSE_OF_AUTHENTIC_SYNODALITY.doc
WHERE DID ALL THESE REFERENCES TO “SYNODALITY” COME FROM? 7 MAY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHERE_DID_ALL_THESE_REFERENCES_TO_SYNODALITY_COME_FROM.doc
GERMAN BISHOPS’ “SYNODAL PATH” LEADS TO A “CATASTROPHE”-CARDINAL BRANDMULLER 29 JULY 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_LEADS_TO_A_CATASTROPHE-CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER.doc
VATICAN CARDINAL OUELLET WARNS GERMAN BISHOPS “SYNODAL PATH” REFORMS ARE “NOT VALID” 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_CARDINAL_OUELLET_WARNS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_REFORMS_ARE_NOT_VALID.doc
MARIANNE SCHLOSSER, THEOLOGIAN, REJECTS GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 23 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MARIANNE_SCHLOSSER_THEOLOGIAN_REJECTS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc 

CDL BRANDMULLER WARNS GERMAN CHURCH AGAINST SYNODAL PATH THAT LEADS TO “FINAL DECLINE” 1 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_BRANDMULLER_WARNS_GERMAN_CHURCH_AGAINST_SYNODAL_PATH_THAT_LEADS_TO_FINAL_DECLINE.doc
"IN SEARCH OF NEW PATHWAYS"–ON DAY ONE, A SYNODAL SPLASH 7 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_SEARCH_OF_NEW_PATHWAYS–ON_DAY_ONE_A_SYNODAL_SPLASH.doc
SYNODALITY BROUGHT PAGANS TO “REJECT IDOLATRY”, POPE SAYS 23 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BROUGHT_PAGANS_TO_REJECT_IDOLATRY_POPE_SAYS.doc
FOCUS ON ROLE OF WOMEN, INCULTURATION, SYNODALITY 23 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FOCUS_ON_ROLE_OF_WOMEN_INCULTURATION_SYNODALITY.doc
THE “SYNODALITY” MASQUERADE13 NOVEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SYNODALITY_MASQUERADE.doc
THE IMPACT OF POPE FRANCIS’ PROMOTION OF SYNODALITY 20 NOVEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_IMPACT_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_PROMOTION_OF_SYNODALITY.doc
THERE IS NO SYNODALITY WITHOUT FIDELITY TO DOCTRINE 14 DECEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THERE_IS_NO_SYNODALITY_WITHOUT_FIDELITY_TO_DOCTRINE.doc
BISHOPS SHOWCASE ‘NON-BINARY’ YOUTH AT OPENING OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH 10 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOPS_SHOWCASE_NON-BINARY_YOUTH_AT_OPENING_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
CANONIST MOCKS FARCE OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH IN WAKE OF QUERIDA AMAZONIA 15 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CANONIST_MOCKS_FARCE_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_IN_WAKE_OF_QUERIDA_AMAZONIA.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR NEXT BISHOPS’ SYNOD TO BE ON SYNODALITY 9 MARCH 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_NEXT_BISHOPS_SYNOD_TO_BE_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INFLUENTIAL GERMAN JESUIT BEHIND SYNODAL PATH STEPS DOWN 9 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INFLUENTIAL_GERMAN_JESUIT_BEHIND_SYNODAL_PATH_STEPS_DOWN.doc
GERMAN BISHOP CASTIGATES GERMAN SYNODAL WAY PROCEDURES 4 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOP_CASTIGATES_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_PROCEDURES.doc
CONCERNING ‘SYNODALITY’ 10 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONCERNING_SYNODALITY.doc
LUTHER’S HEIR RIPS FRANCIS’ SYNODAL WAY 6 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LUTHERS_HEIR_RIPS_FRANCIS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS FRANCIS’ LONG-GAME PLAN TO CHANGE CHURCH-CDL. TOBIN 18 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_FRANCIS_LONG-GAME_PLAN_TO_CHANGE_CHURCH-CDL_TOBIN.doc
FRANCIS’ SYNOD ON SYNODALITY BECOMES YEARLONG PROCESS WITH LAY PARTICIPATION 21 MAY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_BECOMES_YEARLONG_PROCESS_WITH_LAY_PARTICIPATION.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-A PROCESS ABOUT PROCESSES 26 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-A_PROCESS_ABOUT_PROCESSES.doc
SYNODALITY BOOSTS GREEN AGENDA IN THE CHURCH 2 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BOOSTS_GREEN_AGENDA_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
EXPLAINING THE GERMAN ‘SYNODAL WAY’ 14 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EXPLAINING_THE_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
FRANCIS ENCOURAGES GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 24 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_ENCOURAGES_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
FRANCIS APPOINTS JESUIT CARDINAL TO KEY SYNOD ON SYNODALITY POSITION 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_APPOINTS_JESUIT_CARDINAL_TO_KEY_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_POSITION.doc
TWO PARALLEL CATHOLIC CHURCHES AT THE SAME TIME? 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWO_PARALLEL_CATHOLIC_CHURCHES_AT_THE_SAME_TIME.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT 15 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT.doc
CDL. MULLER CRITIQUES FRANCIS’ HARSHNESS ON TRADITIONIS CUSTODES AS COMPARED TO GERMAN SYNODAL WAY 19 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_CRITIQUES_FRANCIS_HARSHNESS_ON_TRADITIONIS_CUSTODES_AS_COMPARED_TO_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS THE SMOKE OF SATAN IN THE CHURCH 26 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_SMOKE_OF_SATAN IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-HOW ITS DOCUMENTS COULD FUEL CONFLICT BETWEEN LAITY AND BISHOPS 8 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-HOW_ITS_DOCUMENTS_COULD_FUEL_CONFLICT_BETWEEN_LAITY_AND_BISHOPS.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT-02 9 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT-02.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY FACES CREDIBILITY AND PRACTICALITY GAP 17 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_FACES_CREDIBILITY_AND_PRACTICALITY_GAP.doc
HOW SHOULD CATHOLICS RESPOND TO THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY? 18 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_SHOULD_CATHOLICS_RESPOND_TO_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
POPE FRANCIS’ AMBITIOUS SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 18 SEPTEMBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_AMBITIOUS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
SYNODALITY IS THE WEAPON OF THE ST. GALLEN MAFIA 20 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_WEAPON_OF_THE_ST_GALLEN_MAFIA.doc
ABP. FELIX MACHADO AND BP. LUMEN MONTEIRO INITIATE FRANCIS’ SYNODALITY PUSH IN INDIAN CHURCH 10 SEPTEMBER/4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_FELIX_MACHADO_AND_BP_LUMEN_MONTEIRO_INITIATE_FRANCIS_SYNODALITY_PUSH_IN_INDIAN_CHURCH.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY SESSION VOTES BY A MAJORITY TO NOT HAVE PRIESTS IN THE CHURCH 6 OCTOBER 2021 VIDEO
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_SESSION_VOTES_BY_A_MAJORITY_TO_NOT_HAVE_PRIESTS_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
FRANCIS AND THE GERMAN CHURCH’S SYNODAL PATH-BP. ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER VIDEO 7/8 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_AND_THE_GERMAN_CHURCHS_SYNODAL_PATH-BP_ATHANASIUS_SCHNEIDER.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR OPENNESS TO THE ‘SPIRIT OF THE AGE’. IS THIS VATICAN III?-DR. JULES GOMES VIDEO 13 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_OPENNESS_TO_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AGE_IS_THIS_VATICAN_III-DR_JULES_GOMES.doc
LINKED FILES TO BE UPDATED:
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 OCTOBER 2021 (1100+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON OCTOBER 2021 (1350+) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
