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Fr. Altman reacts to bishop suspending his priestly faculties
Historic summit of sidelined clergy

https://www.lifesitenews.com/episodes/exclusive-fr-altman-reacts-to-bishop-suspending-his-priestly-faculties 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/exclusive-fr-altman-reacts-to-bishop-suspending-his-priestly-faculties 

John-Henry Westen, July 9, 2021
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Father Altman shares the details of his recent suspension and his next steps in this special episode of The John-Henry Westen Show.
Father James Altman spoke with me in an interview for The John-Henry Westen Show, on the same day that Bishop William Patrick Callahan sent the priest a note via FedEx informing him that he had been removed as pastor. On Thursday, Fr. Altman was also told that his priestly faculties are indefinitely suspended.
He gave his reaction to these latest developments exclusively to LifeSite, and described the steps he will be taking to keep fighting for the faithful.

Ever since Callahan had asked Altman to resign in late May, and he refused, his sacking and the removal of his faculties was expected.

Fr. Altman describes how people all around the world called him to express their support and concerns. He points out that he has experienced complete peace in spite of the situation. He states that he continues to pray for the bishop, saying “I would actually pray that good things happen” to him.

Nevertheless, Father Altman highlights with clarity and truth “the evil” of taking away his priestly faculties to offer Mass, and administer the sacraments. He says that “it's diabolical [that] I can't celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass publicly,” and that Bishop Callahan is denying the faithful food for their souls.

Reiterating his motivation for speaking in defense of the faithful ever since his viral video “You Cannot Be A Catholic and A Democrat” first came out, Fr. Altman states how this latest move is once again an “interference with the feeding of of God's children, which is through Word and through the Sacrament.”
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He says that with canon lawyers, he is appealing this decision, and will not give into intimidation, nor will he stop fighting and speaking boldly for the people.

Altman adds, “I have the heart of a pastor [and] I have the heart of a father,” and that he will follow and trust God and where God leads him.

Please pray for Father Altman, that Our Lord will give him wisdom and fortitude to continue being a voice of truth.

Contact information for respectful communication:
Catholic Diocese of LaCrosse
Bishop William Callahan
3710 East Avenue South, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 54602-4004, United States
+1 (608) 788-7700
Very Rev. William Dhein, Msgr. Michael J. Gorman, and Msgr. Joseph Diermeier, Vicars General
+1 (608) 791-2655
Rev. Woodrow Pace, Vicar for Clergy
+1 (608) 791-2652
Father Altman speaks about suspension: ‘I’ve had incredible peace, regardless of what happens to me’
Altman was informed yesterday that he has been removed as pastor of St. James the Less parish, and that his priestly faculties have been suspended indefinitely.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/father-altman-speaks-about-suspension-ive-had-incredible-peace-regardless-of-what-happens-to-me 
Emily Mangiaracina, LaCrosse, Wisconsin, July 9, 2021

In an exclusive interview with LifeSite, Father James Altman said that in the face of suspension of his priestly faculties by his bishop, he is at peace.
“I’ve had incredible peace, regardless of what happens to me. Just peace. I said it this way, if this door closes, another one will open. And I’ve had that experience in my life. Smaller doors opening to bigger doors and then [those] closing and opening up to even bigger doors,” Altman said in an interview yesterday with LifeSiteNews.

“I’m not expecting God to give me some blinking neon sign saying, ‘this is where you’re going to go next.’ That’s not the way He works, because then we wouldn’t be exercising our free will,” he added.
Altman was informed yesterday that he has been removed as pastor of St. James the Less parish, and that his priestly faculties have been suspended indefinitely.

As Bishop William J. Callahan’s decree explains, this means he is forbidden from celebrating “The Holy Eucharist” with any members of the faithful present, except for his elderly parents. He is also “no longer allowed to preach,” administer baptism, or assist at marriages.

Altman said that he wasn’t issued restrictions from hearing Confessions or Anointing of the Sick.

The decree also states that he is to continue to live within the Diocese of LaCrosse, where he has been instructed to meet with the Vicar for Clergy at least once a month, and has been “invited to begin” a month-long “spiritual retreat” to help him to “spiritually heal” and “address the issues that caused the issuance of this decree.”
The order states it is in effect as long as “cause” is present, but it does not specify what the cause is. Callahan said he asked Altman to resign on May 23 for being “divisive and ineffective.”

Altman first triggered backlash from his bishop when his video “You cannot be a Catholic and a Democrat. Period” went viral last year. Altman shared that in response to this, his office “got the most vile, despicable phone calls, letters” and “some terrible, really foul messages.”

Callahan criticized Altman at the time for his “manner and tone,” to which Altman countered, “what about the manner and tone of the 10,000 babies that are chopped up last Saturday?”

“What I would hope would always come through no matter what people think about my manner and tone, is that they would recognize that what’s coming through there is God’s love,” Altman told LifeSiteNews. “A love that I recognize because He’s loved me, and I didn’t deserve that.”

“If I seem angry at times, it has nothing to do with me, it has to do with the people. And I asked the question recently, how can they love? If you love, how can you not feed your children?”

In late April, Altman chided the U.S. bishops for needlessly shutting churches and denying the faithful sacraments during the COVID-19 pandemic, saying the hierarchy showed “an abundance of cowardice.”

In his interview with LifeSite, Altman alluded to the fact that some don’t like seeing him “upset.”

“I’m thinking well, if you’re denying my child food, the Bread of Life – [Bishop Fulton J. Sheen] said, if you can’t get angry about stuff like that then you can’t love either. Because greater love has greater anger towards those things that are contrary to the salvation of eternal souls, which is the only thing that matters in the end,” said Altman.

“I don’t care what they do to me, honestly, in the end… what troubles me is the interference with the feeding of God’s children, which is through word and through the sacrament. Both of which were denied to people over the past 15 months” he continued.

Altman believes that the current documented numbers of fully practicing Catholics are “proof” that the bishops aren’t doing their job.

“Here [are] the condemning statistics. 80 percent of Catholics now don’t go to Mass. 80 percent of Catholics pretty much don’t believe in the Real Presence. At what point are they gonna say ‘Hey, we’re not doing our job.’ Those are objective criteria that show you you’re not doing your job. There’s the proof,” said Altman.

He pointed out that recently, in his own parish, the number of families who joined was three times the number of those who left: “We’ve had close to 50 families join the parish in the last 15 months.”

Father Dave Nix pointed out, regarding the decree against Altman, that “No canon of crime or even ‘disobedience’ is quoted.”
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. Father James Altman will not be given a commendatory letter, also known as
celebret (cf. can. 903), and, as a consequence, can celebrate the Holy Eucharist
only in private and with no members of the faithful present, with the exception of
his parents.

. The faculty of Father James Altman of preaching everywhere is herewith restricted
(cf. can. 764). As of now, Father Altman is no longer allowed to preach.

. In order to be able to assist at marriages, an inactive priest needs delegation (cf. cc.
1108 §1 and 1111). Such delegation can be denied for a just and proportionate
reason even apart from a delict (cf. Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura,
Definitive Sentence of the College of Judges coram Grocholewski, 28 April 2007,
Prot. No. 37937/05 CA, no. 10 ¢). We have reserved the decision about giving
delegation to assist at marriages to Father James Altman to us and have decided
that the conditions for granting that delegation are missing.

. Father James Altman is not permitted to administer the sacrament of baptism. Only
in well-defined circumstances, that is in individual cases for members of his
family, can permission be given to administer the sacrament of baptism. Such
permission will be given by us or by our Vicar General or Vicar for Clergy.

. Father James Altman is to reside within the boundaries of the Diocese of La
Crosse if assistance is needed to procure such a residence contact the Vicar for
Clergy.

. Father James Altman is instructed to regularly meet with our Vicar for Clergy, at
least once a month, unless directed otherwise.

. Father James Altman is invited to begin, at a date to be established in mutual
agreement by himself and our Vicar for Clergy, a 30 day spiritual retreat to give
him the possibility to spiritually heal and recharge and to address the issues that
caused the issuance of this decree.

. The ministerial restrictions imposed by this decree are not imposed for perpetuity,
but for an indeterminate period of time, that is, until the cause has ceased to exist.
It is primarily the responsibility of Father James Altman to make sure that this
cause ceases 1o exist.

. Any violations of the present decree by Father Altman may warrant further
restrictions and may lead to the imposition of ecclesiastical sanctions.




Crisis magazine editor-in-chief Eric Sammons had this to say about Altman’s situation:
“If, upon hearing the news that Fr. Altman's faculties have been suspended, your only concern is the need for Fr. Altman to obey, while ignoring the injustice of the command given by his bishop, then you've succumbed to the distorted one-sided modern Catholic view of obedience.”

The Diocese of La Crosse did not respond to a request for comment.
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