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Fr. Anand Muttungal accuses Archbishop of Bhopal of trying to poison him
Madhya Pradesh High Court
Leo Cornelio vs Anand Muttungal on 1 February, 2017

https://indiankanoon.org/doc/3528161/ 

MCRC-2604-2013

(LEO CORNELIO Vs ANAND MUTTUNGAL)

01-02-2017

Shri Vasant Daniel, learned counsel for the applicant.

Shri Shashank Shekhar, learned counsel for the respondent.

This case has been listed for seeking recall of the order dated 17.01.2017 on filing an application I.A. No.1547/2017. Registry to list the case before the same Bench. Copy of the application be supplied to Shri Shashank Shekhar. Interim order shall remain in operation till next of hearing.

(J.K. MAHESHWARI) JUDGE

Case filed against archbishop, 2 archdiocese officials

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/Case-filed-against-archbishop-2-archdiocese-officials/articleshow/18524234.cms 

By Times News Network, Bhopal, February 16, 2013

A trial court has registered a case against officials of the archdiocese of Bhopal, including archbishop for allegedly conspiring to administer poison to prove one of the priest in the diocese as mentally unsound.
Magistrate Alok Mishra ordered to register the case on February 7 and set March 1 as the date for hearing on a complaint against Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal, his vicar general Father VC Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father Johnney PJ.
Father Anand Muttungal, former public relations officer for the archdiocese, was allegedly targeted by his superiors after he filed a court case over alleged misappropriation of funds by local church leaders.
"It was a major conspiracy to prove that I am mentally unstable. I have enough evidence to prove their corrupt activities," said Father Anand.
Archbishop Cornelio, however, claimed that the allegations against him were baseless.
"I have several evidences of his behavioural problem, which became a matter of concern for us. So we consulted the best psychiatrist in the city and they advised medicines," he said, adding the plan was abandoned later as we did not get his family's consent.
He also used to threaten people and issue notices to them by misusing his official position, Archbishop Cornelio told TOI.
Father Johnny said, "Father Anand is suffering from fear psychosis from early days. He had been doing this to malign church authorities since he was removed from the post of PRO. He is trying to create hurdles in golden jubilee celebration of the diocese," he alleged.
Father Muttungal said he was forced to approach the court because there was no police action on a complaint he had filed last month. "As police did not act on my complaint, I had to approach the court to save my life," he said.
Father K P Philip, a diocesan priest in Bhopal, submitted an affidavit to the court in which he substantiated Father Anand's allegations.
The affidavit states that he had accompanied the archbishop and vicar general to a psychiatrist in December last year, where they discussed their plans with the doctor for 'treating' Father Anand.
The affidavit states that diocesan officials put pressure on Father Philip to add dung in Father Anand's food and drink. But he refused to do that. The court filed the case against the accused based on the submissions of Father Philip.
Bishop accused of attempting to poison priest

Archbishop and others accused of attempting to lace priest's food.
http://india.ucanews.com/news/bishop-accused-of-attempting-to-poison-priest/20309/daily 
Bhopal, February 17, 2013

A court is set to hear a case against three top Catholic Church leaders including an archbishop over the alleged attempt to poison a fellow priest in an attempt to call into question his mental state.
Magistrate Alok Mishra ordered the registering of the case on February 7 and set a complaint hearing for March 1 against Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal, his vicar general Father VC Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father PJ Johny.
The case alleges that Father Anand Muttungal, former public relations officer for the archdiocese, was targeted by his superiors after he filed a court case over alleged misappropriation of funds by local Church leaders.
Archbishop Cornelio told ucanews.com the allegations against him were baseless and his accuser suffered from behavioral problems. 
“We consulted psychiatrists and they advised medicines,” he said. But the plan was abandoned later as the priest behaved normal, he added. “But now he goes around doing all these things to discredit the Church and challenge its authority. He is doing all of this with malicious intent.”
Fr Muttungal told ucanews.com on Friday that he approached the court directly because he received no response from a police complaint filed last month, soon after he became aware of the alleged conspiracy against him.
“Since the police did not act upon my complaint, I had to approach the magisterial court to save my life,” he said.
Father KP Philip, a diocesan priest in Bhopal, submitted an affidavit to the court in which he substantiated Fr Muttungal’s allegations.
According to the affidavit Fr Philip accompanied the archbishop and vicar general to a psychiatrist in December last year, where they discussed their plans with the doctor to render Fr Muttungal mentally unstable. At that time he refused to be a party to it and informed Fr Muttungal.
The affidavit further states that diocesan officials put pressure on Father Philip to add drugs in Father Muttungal's food and drink. But he refused to do that.

Archdiocese spokesman Fr Johny told ucanews.com that Muttungal formerly served seven years as spokesman but was replaced last year.
He did not like the decision and “is rebelling against the transfer,” he said.
“He has a fear psychosis. He also has a feeling that he can get his way through threats,” the priest said.
The court filed the case against the accused based on the submissions of Fr Philip and other evidence it described as including audio-visual materials.
If convicted, the accused could be jailed for a term of up to 10 years.

Bhopal archbishop granted bail
http://india.ucanews.com/news/bhopal-archbishop-granted-bail/20364/daily 

Bhopal, February 25, 2013

Judge Sharma directed the accused to furnish a bond of 10,000 rupees (US$183) each, remain in the country and cooperate with the court’s investigation.

Three Church officials including the Archbishop of Bhopal, accused of attempting to poison a fellow priest, were granted anticipatory bail on Thursday.
Additional District and Sessions Judge Sriram Sharma granted bail to Archbishop Leo Cornelio, his vicar general Father Mathew VC and diocesan spokesperson Father Jonhy PJ.
The court case was first registered on February 7 on behalf of Father Anand Muttungal, former archdiocesan spokesperson, who alleged that the three men had conspired to use unnecessary medicines to make him think that he was mentally unbalanced.
Fr Muttungal has claimed that the conspiracy was in response to previous allegations of financial mismanagement that he had brought against the archbishop and others in the archdiocese.
Archbishop Cornelio and his co-defendants have all denied any wrongdoing. The court is set to hear the case on March 1.
Judge Sharma directed the accused to furnish a bond of 10,000 rupees (US$183) each, remain in the country and cooperate with the court’s investigation.
Counsel for Fr Muttungal objected to the granting of bail on the grounds that the accused posed a threat to his client because of their positions of leadership in the archdiocese.
The court ruled that the accused had no criminal history and granted the bail request.
Meanwhile, the Catholic Association of Bhopal has planned a candlelight procession on the grounds of the Bhopal parish church to show solidarity with the accused archbishop and his colleagues.
“The issue should have been settled within the Church and should never have gone to civil court,” said Daniel John, president of the association. “As head and father of the local Church, it is impossible that the archbishop indulged in any such alleged activities.”
He added that local parishioners hope the case will ultimately be withdrawn and settled amicably out of court.

High Court adjourns archbishop's plea
http://india.ucanews.com/news/high-court-adjourns-archbishops-plea/20555/daily 
Bhopal, March 20, 2013

The Madhya Pradesh High Court on Wednesday adjourned to April 2 the hearing on a petition filed by Archbishop Leo Cornelio of Bhopal and two of his priests pleading to quash a criminal case registered against them for allegedly hatching a conspiracy to poison a fellow priest.
The archbishop and the two priests moved High Court after a lower court ordered to register a case against them on the petition of Father Anand Muttungal of the same archdiocese, who accused the trio of criminal conspiracy against him.
The High Court took up the case for hearing but adjourned it following the failure of the petitioners to supply copy of the case papers to the respondent, as directed by the court on the first hearing of the case on Feb. 27.
The High Court also stayed any proceedings of the case in the trial court until the next hearing when it will take final decision on whether the case against the trio be quashed or allowed.
The principal bench of the High Court based at Jabalpur city passed the order.
The single bench of Justice U. C. Maheshwari directed the counsel for the petitioners Basant Daniel to supply copy of the petition to the respondent Father Muttungal immediately.
Father Muttungal, former public relations officer for the archdiocese, in his complaint accused the trio of targeting him after he filed a court case over alleged misappropriation of funds by local Church leaders.
Following his petition, the trial court on February 7 ordered to register the case against Archbishop Cornelio, his vicar general Father VC Mathew and archdiocese spokesman Father P.J Johny and set its hearing for March 1.
However, the archbishop and others did not appear in the trial court as the High court had stayed its proceedings.
The trial court also granted them anticipatory bail noting that the accused had no criminal history.

The High Court has posted its next hearing on April 2.
Archbishop in India to face trial for allegedly trying to poison priest
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2017/04/21/archbishop-india-face-trial-allegedly-trying-poison-priest/ 
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, April 21, 2017
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The Archbishop of Bhopal, Leo Cornelio, speaks to reporters
An Archbishop in India and two of his priests may soon appear in court, accused of attempting to poison another cleric.

The case dates back to February 2013, when Father Anand Muttungal, a priest of the Archdiocese of Bhopal, filed a complaint alleging that the Archbishop of Bhopal, Leo Cornelio, the vicar general Father Mathew VC, and diocesan spokesperson Father Johny PJ were retaliating after Muttungal questioned an alleged misappropriation of funds from the diocesan society. Muttungal had also approached the Madhya Pradesh High Court about the misappropriation case.
The allegations in the complaint were substantiated by Father Philip KP, another priest of the diocese, who submitted an affidavit in the court alleging the archbishop and vicar general had pressured him to administer some poisonous substances to Muttungal in order to make him go crazy, and they had even approached a psychiatrist for help in executing the plot.
Cornelio, however, claimed that the allegations against him were baseless.
“Whatever happened was done in good faith, to help the person,” the archbishop told Crux.
“Truth should prevail,” he continued, “we just celebrated Easter and Jesus Christ, too, was accused, Truth must come out and should prevail.”
In previous statements to the media, the archbishop said a psychiatrist was approached, but only because Muttungal was showing signs of mental instability. Cornelio tried to get the charges against him squashed, but on April 12 the high court agreed to withdraw the archbishop’s plea, clearing the way for the trial against him to begin.
In an open letter dated April 17, Muttungal, who had formerly served as the public relations officer and spokesperson for the archdiocese, said he “realized that no collective decision is taken in any activity of the Archdiocese of Bhopal and I tried to improve it through various interventions.”

Sources told Crux the case may pit canon law against civil law, since Muttungal alleges that the bylaws of the archdiocese state that neither the diocesan priests nor members of the laity have any role in deciding the development of the archdiocese, because when the Vatican appoints the head of a diocese, that person automatically becomes the president of the registered society which controls diocesan property and funds.
Muttungal also alleges that the External Affairs Ministry of the Government of India does not allow for the Vatican to “appoint anybody as the president or in any post in the society registered under the Indian law.”
The priest said when he brought this fact to the attention of the civil authorities, it “annoyed” officials of the archdiocese, who retaliated by a “slow poison method.”
Muttungal claimed this is because the 1973 Firms and Society Act in the state of Madhya Pradesh says that anyone who is mentally unsound automatically loses membership in a registered society, and cannot raise objections regarding any matters related to the society.

“I believe this has motivated the accused persons to use this method of unbalancing me mentally by slow poisoning,” he said.
“I am ready for settlement [of the case] to avoid public scandal,” Muttungal said.
Muttungal also said he thinks the accused should step down, so an impartial investigation can be conducted, and said the fact the archbishop and other officials remain in office shows the administrative system of the Church needs to be more responsible to deal with the issues that are coming up in the modern age.
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In better times. With his Archbishop. Source: http://www.franand.com/Photo/Gallary47.jpg 
Fr. Muttungal had earlier written critical articles such as the two immediately below:

Who Owns Church Property?
(Church Restoration Series IX)

http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/detail.php?articleid=1396
January 22, 2012
The Other Side of Christian Property Board

https://christianreforms.wordpress.com/2012/09/25/the-other-side-of-christian-property-board-by-father-anand-muttungal/
September 16, 2012
He continued to do so after the allegations became a legal issue:
Income Generation and Charities
(Church Restoration Series XVI)
http://bbnprayer.blogspot.in/2013/06/income-generation-and-charities-church.html  

June 08, 2013
RELATED FILE

FR ANAND MUTTUNGAL PROPOSES WORSHIP OF BHARAT MATA
http://FR_ANAND_MUTTUNGAL_PROPOSES_WORSHIP_OF_BHARAT_MATA.doc
