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                                   JANUARY 7, 2018
Fr. Anand Muttungal proposes praying for “Mother Earth” and “Bharat Mata”
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From: franandbhopal@gmail.com Date: Sun, 7 Jan 2018 15:33:30 +0430 Subject: Should We Offer Arati to Bharat Mata?
Should We Offer Arati To Bharat Mata?
An Open Letter to Bishops, Church Heads and Christians 
By Father Dr. Anand Muttungal
 

Dear All 

          I write this open letter regarding the standoff with Hindu Organizations in the question of offering “Arati to Bharat Mata” in the institutions run by the Christian organizations. First and foremost I must appreciate the clear stand taken by Bishop of Sagar (Catholic Diocese) and all those who faced the onslaught very courageously and my special prayers to those persons who work over time to diffuse the crisis. 

 

          Since late 19th century with the play named ‘Bharat Mata’ by K C Bannerjee, the picturised form of Bharat Mata became the symbol of Indian Nationalism. It is a matter of fact to be agreed with the well-known writer K D Menon that "the vision of India as Bharat Mata has profound implications for the politics of Hindu nationalism" and that the depiction of India as a Hindu goddess implies that it is not just the patriotic but also the religious duty of all Hindus to participate in the nationalist struggle to defend the nation.” And it is a clear fact that the Hindu fundamental ideologists believe that all those who do not subscribe to the practices enemies and anti-nationalist. 

 

          The real concept of Mother Earth is originated from Greek Culture which dates back to 13 century B C but Greek Philosopher Aristotle created it into a clear concept above petty ideologies. The notion of Mother Earth encompasses and pervades all political and cultural ideologies which motivate people to work to save the earth from global warming and climate change and its killing effects. So we must not undermine the importance of Mother Earth Concept. Here the Bharat- India is personified as the Mother or Soul of India as part of the Spirit of God to be honoured, cared and seen as an icon of Indian unity.     
 

          Among the many important insights that arose from the Second Vatican Council, one of the most important one is the recognition that the church has not simply been a self-contained and distinct civilization or institution from the “rest of the world,” but has always been a part of the world. The magisterium teaches that enculturation is a must for developing an exchange of cultures, “especially in a time characterized by rapid change and a growing variety in ways of thought, the church has particular need of those who live in the world, whether they are believers or not…  It is for God’s people as a whole, with the help of the Holy Spirit, and especially for pastors and theologians, to listen to the various voices of our day, discerning them and interpreting them, and to evaluate them in the light of the divine word, so that the revealed truth can be increasingly appropriated, better understood and more suitably expressed (Gaudium et Spes no. 44).

           In the similar way just after the Vatican Council II in 1966 the East Asia Christian Conference (Ecumenical Conference) held in Hong Kong came up with documents named Confessing the Faith in Asia Today which draws five points in relation to the responsibility of Churches. It said that Churches have responsibility to learn cultures, to interpret cultures, to mediate with cultures, to create cultural values and thus belong to cultures  

 

          It will be worth quoting Pope Francis who while addressing the farmers (31/1/2015), said ‘in the spirit of St Francis, love the land as Mother Earth, and proposed that they make an alliance with it, so that it can continue to be, the source of life for the entire human family. His Holiness calls the “Earth our mother”, it is a common, poetic sentiment, not meant to convey any kind of theological or cosmological truth.  The Bible teaches that God created the universe including the earth before all its living being were made and God used the creative power of the earth to create the living beings. So it is the mother of all beings. Bharat Mata is part of that Mother Earth that has God’s power to create living beings. Honouring that power of God and praying for it will not be in any way against the teachings of the Bible, “You shall have no other gods before me.”  

          

We must resist any effort by the fundamentalist organizations to insist that we must worship the picture presented by them as a God. It is an aggression on one’s personal and the right of community to believe in ONE GOD. All monotheistic religious believers will have same problem. But in its original terms if 'Bharat' is treated as a religion-less entity, symbolizing the Soul of Unified India regardless of class or caste, it must be a wonderful idea to save the Mother Earth.  It is an open fact that over the years Christianity has assimilated many cultural practices that helped to get well immersed into the people. The Vatican II and the Ecumenical documents published by various Churches also promote the enculturation in the multicultural and political situation of Asia and India in particular. 

 

It is the need of the time that we are a community that has prayers for every occasion. We have introduced various cultural values in our building of Churches, prayers, religious tunics and all areas possible because they are not our core faith but externals. It is probably right time that our liturgists, theologians and missiologists put their heads together to develop a special prayer which prays for the Mother Earth and the “Bharat Mata”. It will help the Church to further establish itself in the midst of misunderstood troubles. 

Yours Truly

Father Dr. Anand Muttungal

www.franand.com 
Also at http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/detail.php?hnewsid=6745. 
Fr. Anand Muttungal, a Ph. D. in Psychology, has been, among other things, Public Relations Officer and Spokesperson, Catholic Bishops Conference of M.P & Chhattisgarh (1.06.2003 to 15.06.2012) and Regional Director, Commission for Ecumenism and Inter-religious Dialogue, Catholic Council of Bishops  MP & Chhattisgarh (1.8.2003 to 15.06.2012).
(However, he can neither spell Chhattisgarh nor Divine [see below] and many other basic words correctly.)

His lengthy profile (http://www.franand.com/biography.htm) says: “In 2010 (April 20), became the lone participant in one of most prestigious programmes of the United States of America, “The International Visitor Leadership Programme.”(It is the programme attended by present and past heads of many countries and notable persons in different fields from all over the world.)” 

The lone participant. Imagine that!!
His present location:

Devine Retreat Ashram, Gehu Kheda Kolar Road, Bhopal/38, Patrakar Colony, Link Road No. 3, Bhopal 462003 (M.P.)
0755 - 4093255, 9425636129, E-mail: mtjosephmt@yahoo.com
Fr. Muttungal was feted at the International Buddha Fair (http://www.franand.com/Photo/Gallary55.jpg) by “followers of Gautama Buddha from across the world” and is a regular at interreligious prayer meetings:
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Here he is sporting the Hindu tilak on his forehead http://www.franand.com/Photo/Gallary43.jpg 
There is still the unresolved 2013 legal tangle with his Archbishop reported by us in the following file:
FR ANAND MUTTUNGAL ACCUSES ARCHBISHOP OF BHOPAL OF TRYING TO POISON HIM 9 MAY 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_ANAND_MUTTUNGAL_ACCUSES_ARCHBISHOP_OF_BHOPAL_OF_TRYING_TO_POISON_HIM.doc
I have been receiving Fr. Muttungal’s articles by email for years and although I have written to him several times from different aliases, he has never responded.

I read the Bharat Mata article through at least four times, but the grammar and the sentence construction left me confused as to what exactly he was attempting to get across to his readers. 
So I wrote to him, “Some things are not clear. Could you please clarify?
What was the stand taken by the Bishop of Sagar? Is there a related published news item you can provide me?

Between your first paragraph and your last I could not understand if it is good for all to offer arati to Bharat Mata or not.”

His reply was “We need to pray for Mother Earth and Bharat Mata but never pray to Bharat Mata or Mother Earth. Bishop clearly directed the Church leaders that we cannot perform Arati.” He did not supply the requested news item concerning the Bishop of Sagar’s position on the matter.

However, I located the following story:

Nationalists demand prayers to Hindu deity at Catholic college in India
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2018/01/05/nationalists-demand-prayers-hindu-deity-catholic-college-india/
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, January 5, 2018

Clashes took place outside of a Catholic college in India, after members of a Hindu-nationalist student association tried to force the school to allow them to perform a Hindu religious ritual at the facility.
Police had to be called when the members of the by Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) refused to leave when their demand was denied, and some members of the group scuffled with the officers.

“The ABVP youth wing trespassed St. Mary’s Post Graduate College - which is a private, unaided institution - on December 30 and they threatened that they would perform Bharat Mata Aarti forcefully on January 4, 2018,” said Father Maria Stephen, the public relations officer for the Catholic Church in the state of Madhya Pradesh.

“The activists were demanding that they perform a Hindu ritual inside the premises,” he told Crux.

Aarti is a Hindu religious ritual to a deity involving the burning of a special candle, accompanied by songs of praise*. 

Bharat Mata is a Hindu “mother goddess” which is the personification of the nation of India, and plays a significant role in Indian nationalism.

The ABVP is affiliated with the Hindu nationalist Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), which is also affiliated with the ruling the Bharatiya Janata Party.
The incident took place in the city of Vidisha, in the central state of Madhya Pradesh, near the state capital, Bhopal.

The state is over 90 percent Hindu, and less than 1 percent Christian.

Father Shaju Devassy, the director of St. Mary’s, told the police members of the Hindu group began arguing with school administrators after they were refused permission to perform the ritual, which is when the police arrived.

The members of the ABVP continued arguing, and threatened to force their way into the school to perform the ritual.

“The ABVP members are provoking the people of Vidisha against this institution through social media and other means due to which the reputation of this institution is deformed. Moreover, we are emotionally harassed. The students of the institution are feeling insecure due to these violent procedures,” the priest said.

Bishop Anthony Chirayath of the Syro-Malabar Diocese of Sagar, which oversees the institution, told Crux he was “in great anxiety” over the threats by “right wing forces” to conduct Hindu worship services in Catholic institutions of learning.
“We do not even conduct Mass or any Christian prayers in our College and we will not allow any puja [Hindu ritual] to take place,” he said.

“Significantly, our educational institution provides quality education to around two thousand students, the majority of whom belong to the dominant community,” the bishop said. “Our Educational Apostolate is open to all, without discrimination.  Many of our priests of the Sagar Diocese have gone to Vidisha to be in prayerful and physical solidarity with Father Shaju Devassy,” the bishop continued.

“There is a heavy police deployment around the college. The local church has also submitted a memorandum to the administration asking for protection and security,” Chirayath said.

Madhya Pradesh, which has been ruled by the BJP party since 2003, has been a center of anti-Christian harassment.

In December, several priests and seminarians were assaulted in the city of Satna as they were singing Christmas carols.

In September, Hindu nationalists falsely accused the Church of the forced conversion of nearly 200 persons at a hostel for students belonging to the marginalized tribal community. Police investigations that followed said the allegations were baseless.

In June, a religious sister in Madhya Pradesh was charged with human trafficking after being arrested by the Railway Police because she was accompanying four young women on a train to Bhopal.

Numerous other Christians have also been arrested on trains in the state and charged with forced conversion as they tried to travel to religious meetings around the country.

“It is an act of humiliation against the sacred constitution of India,” said Cardinal Baselios Cleemis, the president of India’s bishops’ conference, after the latest incident at St. Mary’s in Vidisha.
“The Indian constitution provides a dignified space and atmosphere for the practice of each one’s beliefs and faiths, and to force a Catholic priest to bow down before a deity, and to compel him to worship another religious faith is a humiliation against our sacred Constitution,” the cardinal told Crux.
“This also goes against the very humanitarian aspect of our country. I grieve that this is taking place. We are increasing the anxiety of our people who are being threatened by these groups. How irresponsible these groups are, who create animosity and division among the people of our country,” Cleemis said.

“I do not believe that these groups are doing any benevolence to the larger Hindu community. On the contrary, such groups are acting against the true spirit of the Hindu community, who are very helpful to our community,” he said.

Madhya Pradesh, Catholic school forced to celebrate Hindu rites
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Madhya-Pradesh,-Catholic-school-forced-to-celebrate-Hindu-rites-42739.html
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, January 4, 2018
The incident concerns the St. Mary's Post Graduate College in Vidisha. Hindu radicals of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad threaten retaliation. Numerous episodes of intimidation against institutions and Catholics.
If you do not celebrate Hindu rituals in the Catholic institute "you will have problems". This is what the Hindu radicals of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) are threatening in Madhya Pradesh. The target of this latest episode of intimidation is St. Mary's Post Graduate College in Vidisha. Speaking to AsiaNews Msgr. Anthony Chirayath, bishop of Sagar, says: "I am worried because Hindu right-wing activists say they want to do a 'pooja' [ritual votive to the gods, ed.] in our Catholic institution. In the college we do not celebrate Mass or prayers and we will not allow [that they] offer any Hindu sacred ceremony*. "
The incident dates back to December 30, when a group of ABVP activists, the youth wing of the BJP [Bharatiya Janata Party, Hindu nationalist party in government - ed] came to college asking to speak with the administration. Fr Shaju Devassy, ​​the principal, reports that the Hindus wanted to force the school to carry out there and then the Bharat Mata Aarti [national personification of India as "Mother Goddess", represented by the goddess Durga dressed in an orange sari and accompanied by a lion - ed.] Faced with the refusal of Catholics, "they became furious and threatened that they would complete the ritual even by force". "We feel emotionally harassed - adds the priest - the students fear for their safety".

Msgr. Chirayath reports that the incident occurred "under the eyes of many policemen. Several priests from the diocese of Sagar went to college to support the direction with prayer". He furthermore recalls that intimidation at the institute is "the fourth recent incident in Madhya Pradesh. The first, in September, when fundamentalists falsely accused the Church of forced conversions against 200 people. Police investigations have shown that the allegations were fabricated and groundless. Then the procession with fiery torches of the radicals on the streets of Sagar. Recently, during the Christmas period, the aggression of the seminarians and priests of Satna who were in the villages for Christmas carols. And now this incident at Vidisha College." 

*The Madhya Pradesh church confirms my long-held position that the Arati ritual is Hindu, not simply Indian:

ARATI IN THE LITURGY-INDIAN OR HINDU APRIL 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARATI_IN_THE_LITURGY-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
If that is so, then why did the Indian Church hoodwink the Vatican into allowing the performing of the Arati pooja, still prevalent today despite the abrogation**, in the Indian Rite Mass?

THE SQUATTING INDIAN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SQUATTING_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc
THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS? OCTOBER 2012  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
**THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION AND THE INDIAN RITE MASS ARE ABROGATED 11 MARCH 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_AND_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_ARE_ABROGATED.doc
Christians in India under assault for celebrating Christmas
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/christians-in-india-under-assault-for-celebrating-christmas
By Lisa Bourne, January 5, 2018
Hindu extremists beat eight Catholic priests and set their vehicle on fire in a central town of India in mid-December as the priests attempted to help 30 seminarians and two other priests who had been detained and some arrested for singing Christmas carols.
The seminarians from St. Ephrem’s Theological College in Satna went to a local village to sing carols December 14, when an angry mob began shouting against them for alleged conversion activity, the Catholic Herald reports.

Six states in India have strict laws against conversion away from Hinduism.

The violence and seminarians’ arrest preceded a more recent altercation where Hindu nationalists tried to force their way on campus at a Catholic college to perform a Hindu ritual on the premises.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) confirmed the 30 seminarians and two priests from St. Ephrem had been detained when they were carrying out a routine carol-singing program.

Father Maria Stephen, a spokesman for the regional bishops’ council, said this kind of attack raises serious questions about a lack of religious freedom in mostly Hindu India, the Catholic Herald report said.

“One of them called police and demanded action against us,” said Father George Mangalapilly from the Theological College.

A police officer said on condition of anonymity that after the carolers were arrested and charged, they were kept in protective custody because of fears they would be attacked if immediately released.

Father Anish Emmanuel, one of the priests who went to the police station to help the carolers, said that about 100 Hindus attacked them in the police compound. “We were beaten up in front of the police, but they did nothing,” he said. “They set our vehicle on fire, forcing us to take shelter inside the police station.”

“We were only singing carols, but the hardline Hindus attacked us and said we were on a mission to make India a Christian nation,” Father Emmanuel said in a Reuters report. “That’s not true.”

The carolers were held after a resident of Bhumakahar village, Dharmendra Dohar, charged that he was being forcibly converted to Christianity, according to the independent digital publisher Scroll.in.

Bishop Joseph Kodakallil of the Syro-Malabar Diocese of Satna told ucanews.com that a villager had falsely claimed he’d been offered 5,000 rupees (US$65) to convert to Christianity.

Charges had been filed against six carolers under codes pertaining to “imputations and assertions prejudicial to national-integration” and “outraging religious feelings.” The police said they had filed a case against unidentified individuals for torching the car.

Secretary General for the CBCI Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas rebutted the allegations of forced religious conversions as “frivolous and laughable.” He also accused the police of being complicit during the incident. Bishop Kodakallil said missionaries in the diocese had been facing hostility for the past two years, the Catholic Herald report said.

Police were called this week when members of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) Hindu nationalist student organization argued with administrators at St. Mary’s Post Graduate College, CRUX reports, threatening to force their way into the school to perform a Hindu religious ritual.

The ritual, Bharat Mata Aarti, is to the “mother goddess” deity, and involves burning a special candle and songs of praise. The goddess is the personification of the nation of India.

The clash at the Catholic college took place in the city of Vidisha, in the central state of Madhya Pradesh, near the state capital of Bhopal. The state is over 90 percent Hindu, and less than 1 percent Christian, according to the CRUX report.

“The ABVP youth wing trespassed St. Mary’s Post Graduate College - which is a private, unaided institution - on December 30 and they threatened that they would perform Bharat Mata Aarti forcefully on January 4, 2018,” said Father Maria Stephen, public relations officer for the Catholic Church in Madhya Pradesh.

Father Shaju Devassy, director of St. Mary’s, said the Hindu nationalist group has been inciting local sentiment against the college and that the students were in fear because of the group’s tactics.

“The ABVP members are provoking the people of Vidisha against this institution through social media and other means due to which the reputation of this institution is deformed,” Father Devassy said. “Moreover, we are emotionally harassed. The students of the institution are feeling insecure due to these violent procedures.”

Bishop Anthony Chirayath of the Syro-Malabar Diocese of Sagar, which oversees the college, told CRUX he was “in great anxiety” from the threats by “right wing forces” to hold Hindu worship services in Catholic educational institutions.

“We do not even conduct Mass or any Christian prayers in our College and we will not allow any puja [Hindu ritual] to take place,” he said. “There is a heavy police deployment around the college,” Bishop Chirayath said. “The local church has also submitted a memorandum to the administration asking for protection and security.”

The president of India’s bishops’ conference condemned the incident at St. Mary’s in Vidisha. “It is an act of humiliation against the sacred constitution of India,” Cardinal Baselios Cleemis said. “The Indian constitution provides a dignified space and atmosphere for the practice of each one’s beliefs and faiths, and to force a Catholic priest to bow down before a deity, and to compel him to worship another religious faith is a humiliation against our sacred Constitution.”

More than 650 attacks on minority Christians had been reported in India as of the mid-December attack on the priests and seminarians, the Catholic Herald report said.

In 2014, the Indian government declared that December 25 would henceforth be celebrated as “Good Governance Day.” The date, the birthdate of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, was said to be honoring the former prime minister and foster awareness with the Indian people of accountability in government. But the decision to observe Good Governance Day on Christmas Day drew criticism as a statement against Christians. Further, rather than being closed to observe Christmas, schools, colleges and government offices now must stay open December 25 to mark the government occasion.
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Other literary adventures of Fr. Muttungal:
From: mp pro To: undisclosed-recipients: Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 1:38 PM

Subject: Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?
Can Public Persons Express Their Independent Thoughts?
(Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?)
By Fr. Anand Muttungal
As the importance of the media is increasing, the individual freedom is shrinking. The Church in India understands many of the customs, traditions, practices and certain knowledge as the common identity of the children of this country. Unlike anyone else Christians too take proud in being an Indian by sharing all its eternal wisdom. The practice of Yoga, Ayur Veda etc. are part of such eternal wisdom of this country. These are not part of the faith of any particular religion but practical application of the wisdom of this country. It is seen that the media looking for sensitive news, reports many views of the individuals who holds certain posts in the Western Church. Like the statements allegedly made by Father Gabriele Amorth, the official exorcist of Vatican, that “Practising yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter”. This view is completely personal and said to have spoken in a Film Festival while introducing a film based on exorcism.  Officially Church has not subscribed to this view anywhere in the world. So, should there be such a hue and cry? It made me to think about the personal freedom of the Individuals who are important office holders in organizations. 
The opinions of people have to be seen from the point of individual growth. Perhaps the most important realization that an individual can make in their quest for personal growth is that there is no single formula that defines the path to personal success. We all have different goals and priorities, which means that different activities and attitudes will make us feel good about ourselves. We also have different natural strengths and weaknesses that are a part of our inherent personality type. It is very often seen that people expert pressure on the individuals to stop their individual opinions on various issues. It can stun the growth of the individual and the possibility of growth of the society. 
The concept of a right relates to the freedom from interference by other individuals or organization or the governments. Individual rights refer to the liberties of each individual to pursue life and goals without interference from others. All individuals regardless of being part of system has the individual rights which include the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It is above the oath taken to safe guard the interest of the organization or community because all actions of the community leaders and policy makers need not in concordance with the letter and spirit of the constitution. Leaders very often assume many powers apart from the written constitution and it wakens the organization if it is not brought to their notice. So individual has to have freedom to express views in an agreeable manner. It is for the interest of the community.   
If we define the roles of each individual, it can be understood that each person is part of a larger community. It begins from family, neighbourhood, tribe, caste, village, town, city, state, region, country and the world form a larger community in the life of every human being. Individual plays different roles according to the demands. If the individual is restricted for selfish motives then the full human potential cannot be reached which is suicidal to the individual and the society at large. 
Opinions of the important persons apart from the official views have to be seen as an effort to improve the society as a whole. Such opinions should be read and understood from a larger reality rather than from the individual glasses of who seemingly are affected directly by the opinions. Community responsibilities are an individual's duties or obligations to the community but it should not hamper the possibilities of growth to the particular individual and the society as a whole.
From: prabhu To: mppro2@gmail.com ; pro pro Cc: leovcornel@gmail.com ; lvcornelio@gmail.com ; archdiocebpl@gmail.com Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 7:40 PM

Subject: Re: (Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?) Can Public Persons Express Their Independent Thoughts?

Dear Fr Anand Muttungal,

1. Unless I am mistaken, you are the spokesperson of the Archdiocese of Bhopal. 

You are also the Public Relations Officer [PRO] of the Madhya Pradesh State's Bishops' Council.

Therefore you fall into the category of a public person.

But it appears to me that you too have expressed your private opinion publicly in this essay.

Are you speaking in your capacity as the PRO and Spokesperson of the Madhya Pradesh Bishops and with the backing of magisterial authority? 

 

2 a. I understand from the question in your sub-title that you agree that Harry Potter is evil.

In the sub-title and in the first paragraph of your essay, you question whether Fr. Gabriele Amorth is correct in saying that yoga too is evil (like Harry Potter).

It is. Fr. Gabriele Amorth is far from alone in his opinion.

 

2b. As for your statement "Church has not subscribed to this view anywhere in the world", Bishops' conferences and Theological Commissions have; and we also have the 1989 and 2003 Vatican Documents.

See YOGA IS SATANIC-EXORCIST FR GABRIELE AMORTH NOVEMBER 28, 2011
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_SATANIC-EXORCIST_FR_GABRIELE_AMORTH.doc
+20 other files on Yoga.
 
3. Fr. Gabriele Amorth is a priest who is in the forefront of spiritual warfare against the very person of the devil at a time when many, even in Rome, do not even believe in the existence of Satan. He speaks from knowledge of Scripture and Tradition, personal experience, as well as the experience of many canonised saints of the Catholic Church who had face to face encounters with/attacks by the minions of hell.

He does not have to be Eastern or Indian to understand that yoga is -- for a Christian -- evil; practising it is against the First Commandment, just as we don't have to be Western to realize that Tarot card-reading is evil.

 

4. I dispute these statements of yours: "The practice of Yoga, Ayur Veda etc. are part of such eternal wisdom of this country. These are not part of the faith of any particular religion but practical application of the wisdom of this country." All the evidence in my articles/compilations is to the contrary.

The basic philosophical assumptions of ayurvedic practice are closely linked with those of the discipline of yoga. They come from the same source, have common roots. They contradict Biblical revelation of the origin and nature of man, his purpose in life, and salvation [among other things].

See  

AYURVEDA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA.doc
AYURVEDA AND YOGA COMMON ORIGINS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA_COMMON_ORIGINS.doc 

AYURVEDA AND YOGA-DR EDWIN A NOYES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA-DR_EDWIN_A_NOYES.doc
 


Yours in Christ Jesus,

Michael Prabhu
Catholic apologist 

www.ephesians-511.net 

From: pro pro To: undisclosed recipients: Sent: Wednesday, December 21, 2011 6:06 PM

Subject: Bhagvath Geeta Should Not Be Banned, Isai Mahasangh Meets Governor of Madhya Pradesh and Writes to Pope

Bhagvath Geeta Should Not Be Banned, Isai Mahasangh Meets Governor of Madhya Pradesh and Writes to Pope  

Today a delegation of Isai Mahasangh (IMS) met the Governor of Madhya Pradesh, Shri. Ram Naresh Yadav, and handed over a memorandum addressed to the President of India. Isai Mahasangh has requested the President of India to intervene with the Government of Russia to stop any attempt to ban the Hindu Holy Scripture Bhagvath Geeta. Jerry Paul, General Secretary of Isai Mahasangh, it is clear that the Russians are not aware of the importance of this religious scripture, the teachings and values it upholds and above all its place in the life of millions Indians. 

In this regard Isai Mahasangh also has written a letter to the His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI, requesting His Holiness to intervene with the Government of Russia and the religious heads of that Country. The memorandum submitted to Pope has also praised the efforts taken Pope recently through Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran, President of the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue by initiating dialogue with heads of various religions of India. The recent efforts made by Pope by organizing inter-religious meetings in Assisi, Italy is also being praised. These efforts of the Pope can bear more fruits if His Holiness take up this matter with the Government of Russia. 

The letter requests Pope to stop any move to destabilize the move to establish peace in the world.  The letter has been send to the Vatican Embassy in New Delhi. 

The Delegation included Jerry Paul, M.P State General Secretary of IMS, Richard D’Silva, Administrator of IMS, John Anthony, Secretary Head Quarter, IMS, Anand Francis, Vice President of NGO Department, IMS and Fr. Anand Muttungal, Coordinator of IMS. The copy of the memorandum is also being sent to Presidnet of Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, President of Catholic Bishops Council of Madhya Pradesh and Head of the Orthodox Church in Russia (Through Russian Embassy) 

John Anthony, 

Secretary Head Quarter 

09754755654

So Fr. Muttungal proposes (page 4) that Catholics should pray for Mother Earth and for Bharat Mata, the national impersonation of the Hindu deity Durga.
But do we now pray to Mother Earth who is the New Age goddess Gaia:

DEPTH ECOLOGY ENVIRONMENT AND THE NEW AGE GODDESS GAIA-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DEPTH_ECOLOGY_ENVIRONMENT_AND_THE_NEW_AGE_GODDESS_GAIA-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
FR PAUL VAZ-ENNEAGRAM WORKSHOPS AND EARTH CENTRED HEALING RETREATS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_PAUL_VAZ-ENNEAGRAM_WORKSHOPS_AND_EARTH_CENTRED_HEALING_RETREATS.doc
[image: image8.jpg]


 [image: image9.jpg]


 

[image: image10.jpg]



Concerning Fr. Muttungal’s citing Pope Francis, read the following and forget what the priest wrote (and what Pope Francis said):
LAUDATO SI'-ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME FRANCIS 24 MAY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LAUDATO_SI'.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 12-CATHOLIC CRITICISM OF ENCYCLICAL LAUDATO SI’ 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_12-CATHOLIC_CRITICISM_OF_ENCYCLICAL_LAUDATO_SI.doc
THE UNACCEPTABLE PHILOSOPHY AND THEOLOGY OF LAUDATO SI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_UNACCEPTABLE_PHILOSOPHY_AND_THEOLOGY_OF_LAUDATO_SI.doc
