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Ladies, a priest | know was forced
on Sunday to ask a woman at Mass
to cover her shoulders. Please help
the priest to protect the purity of the
men at holy Mass by choosing to
dress modestly. The alternative is
awkward for all involved. Thank you.
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The one charge that truly enrages feminists: Accuse them of being immodest
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/the-one-charge-that-truly-enrages-feminists-accuse-them-of-being-immodest
June 7, 2019 
Last week saw the deletion of another Twitter account by someone who aroused the anger of the mob. Fr. Kevin Cusick deleted his account when, after tweeting about the importance of modest attire in church, he was overwhelmed by angry responses. Actually, “angry” was not the right word. It was deranged.
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Twitter’s moderators inevitably found that Fr. Cusick has breached their rules.
In explaining why women should cover their shoulders, Fr. Cusick volunteered the suggestion that it was for the benefit of men who are otherwise distracted during Mass. This fits the same pattern of thought expressed by Maryann White, a mother who wrote to a Notre Dame student paper that the leggings worn by some female students in the Notre Dame Basilica distracted her sons. White also suffered a huge social media backlash. The more substantial objection made against both Fr. Cusick and Mrs. White is also that made against the judges or police officers who occasionally make the mistake of warning women that they increase the chance of being raped by wearing practically nothing, late at night, in less salubrious city districts, while under the influence of alcohol.

The key objection is that if anything bad happens as a result of women wearing certain clothing or behaving in certain ways, it is entirely the responsibility of the men who are the immediate causes of those bad things, whether it be impure thoughts or rape, not the women involved at a previous stage of the chain of causes.

No one would deny that blame for rape, to take the more extreme case, lies with the rapist, and it may seem over the top to suggest that anyone is suggesting anything different. The point, however, is that however carefully expressed, these kinds of remarks about the consequences of certain kinds of female attire are read as a form of “slut-shaming”: the accusation of having low sexual standards. And the fact is, there is a connection. Immodesty is an indication of low sexual standards, and Fr. Cusick and the others are, when all is said and done, accusing certain women of immodesty. The targets of this criticism are stung by it.

But hang on — you might say: Does anyone today (apart, perhaps, from Fr. Cusick’s supporters) care about being immodest? Isn’t the standard response to “slut-shaming” the “slut walk,” the flaunting of extreme immodesty? Surely, immodesty is a virtue among many today? And what could “low sexual standards” even mean in this day and age?
Well, strange as it may seem, accusations of sexual impropriety, made against women, remain the most furiously resented of all possible accusations. Accuse feminists of being cowards, liars, murderers, or thieves, and they’ll laugh it off. Accuse them of sleeping with anyone who asks, and they’ll turn up on your doorstep and burn your house down — in a manner of speaking — and then, no doubt, pretend to laugh it off, make a virtue of their promiscuity, and parade down the streets in their underwear to prove the point.

This is an empirical observation; the question of why this remains such a sensitive issue is another one. A century ago, people said the price women put on themselves affected their social prestige, desirability, or honor. Women who gave themselves away, so to speak, had a low value; women who held out for a higher price, a higher one. Is it possible that such an idea is at work in the minds of paid up feminists in 2019? They would certainly reject it consciously. All the same, search Twitter for “slut shaming,” and it is clear that something very strange is going on.

Whatever the explanation of this sensitivity about sexual standards, there is another difficulty with Fr. Cusick’s argument. If the problem with immodest clothing in church is its effect on men, then the same standards of modest clothing would logically seem to apply equally outside church — say, on the beach. But surely what we want is an explanation of why we have a special obligation of modesty in church— why, in fact, it is not right to wear beachwear to attend Mass.

Instead of talking about modest clothing, I would suggest we talk about clothing appropriate for the occasion. It is still possible, just about, to have a rational conversation about clothing appropriate for the office or for funerals; we should be able to have one about what is appropriate for Mass as well. One should not sport beachwear to Mass, if one can help it, for the same reason one should not wear it for a meeting with clients. More formal clothing is a way of showing respect to the people one is meeting. 
Never mind the other church-goers: in Mass, one is meeting, in a special way, the most important Person of all.
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1 "Certain fashions will be introduced that will offend Our Lord very much." "Woe to women lacking in modesty." Our Lady of Fatima to St. Jacinta Marto.

2 Women need to be reminded about what is appropriate dress for church. People just do not want any standards, even many conservative Catholic women. The problem is worldliness. Pleasing the fashion god is often the god of god for these women. They never got over high school where one's fashion choices were severely critiqued all day long by the cool cheerleading crowd. They think that undressing like the prostitutes on street corner is obligatory because their undress is so 'cool'. Then priests and catechists fail to teach what is modest and appropriate for worship. In the First Holy Communion catechesis book I have, it mentions that wearing appropriate clothing is part of the bodily preparation for receiving First Holy Communion.

3 Most younger women dress in a grossly immodest way---, form-fitting (to say the least) tights rather than pants, tiny shorts and skirts, no hosiery, peek-a-boo jeans and gym pants, skin-baring tops ( exposing gelatinous cleavage).
My theory is that early sex education in school and the toxic feminist influence in the culture among entertainers and the elite have robbed them of any sense of purity.
Yes, some come to Mass dressed like streetwalkers.
Fashion and style-wise they look terrible as well.

4 Immodesty is a signature behavior of the entertainment industry, flashing flesh, a cesspool that is infiltrating our sense of decency and respect for the human body as a temple created by God for our soul. The secularists are, especially secularist (atheists) professors, corrupting the minds of our youth by advocating for relativism. Often those who get caught up in immodesty are involved in promiscuity and sins of the flesh. I have a hunch they'll pay a price sometime later in their lives.

5 I recall my mother-in-law’s photos from her wedding in 1953. Her bridal gown had a collar to the neck and long sleeves. The bridesmaids wore beautiful gowns with little capes to the waist. After the Mass, the bridal group took photos and everyone was attired as such, but then there were snapshots of the wedding dance. In the snapshots the bridesmaids had taken off their capes and the dresses were strapless debutante style. I asked about this and was told that these young ladies were unmarried and looking for beaus. The capes were required for Mass. Holy Communion was not given to any lady with a revealing bodice or sleeveless gown. If the bride wore such a bodice, the priest would have the altar boy fetch a cloth to drape across her front, before any Holy Communion was given. The shaming or humiliation was not intended, but the adoration and deepest respect for Our Lord was required. People take things very personal these days. Back then, it was understood that there must be a sense of reverence for the Lord's House and Presence.

6 "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a price. Therefore glorify God in your body" — 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.
"From the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we know that "purity requires modesty" and "guides how one looks at others and behaves towards them in conformity with the dignity of persons and their solidarity" (CCC, 2521). In conjunction, "Modesty is decency. It inspires one's choice of clothing" (CCC, 2522).
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