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MICHAEL PRABHU, DECEMBER 30, 2019
Fr Varghese Alengaden’s New Age organisation, the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM), nurtured by bishops, preaches retreats to them
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Note the syncretistic USM banner above left; Varghese Alengaden, right.
In case you’re thinking it’s a cassock that he’s wearing, it’s NOT!
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The Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement or USM is interconnected in multiple ways with other liberal/dissenting/New Age Indian Catholic “movements” (like Dharma Bharathi (DB), Indian Catholic Forum/We Too Are Church, Almayasabdam/Church Citizens Voice (CCV), etc.) and media (Matters India), some of their founders and committee members being either common to more than one of them or commenting on related social media news stories, and pushing similar agendas.

The USM is a breakaway unit of the out-and-out New Age Dharma Bharathi movement founded by one Swami Sachidananda Bharathi, a former air force pilot, who was groomed by the late New Ager Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB (Camaldoli) of the Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam, a lynchpin of the New Age-heretical Catholic Ashrams movement. The Swami regards Griffiths as his guru.

Varghese Alengaden, the 68 year old founder (1993) of USM, never uses the prefix “Father” to his name in his postings and articles. He was a former director of the Madhya Pradesh Regional Bishops’ Conference. He has the full support of the past and present Bishops of Indore. Thousands of children in Catholic schools have already been affected by his philosophies and teachings.

The USM has promoted a “Mirror Meditation” where one prays to oneself (“the divine within”) before a mirror which bears the inscription “aham brahmasmi” (I am god/Brahman).

And the Indore bishops and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has no problem with this.

The complexity of the history (background/objectives/activities) of the USM restricts the possibility of repetition here. Basically, there is a whole load of lies and cover-up concerning the true story of the founding of USM which was the original Dharma Bharathi institute. This ministry has published unique information about what really happened. Legal threats were exchanged between DB and USM, and there was much acrimony between the original and breakaway factions. So much for the two groups who promote a “civilization of love” (January 7, 2019, https://www.indiancurrents.org/knit-india-2402.php) “peace”, “harmony” and “value education” to our children, and are now competitors in a manner of speaking for their minds, hearts and souls.

Read the related reports at my web site.

Based on factual published evidence presented by me in several reports, all of which are titled with links in the present file (a couple of allied reports to follow shortly), here is a now updated excerpt (using quotes from their literature, etc.) from an earlier report of mine: 

FOR CATHOLICS: WHAT CAN HAPPEN TO YOUR CHILD IF PROGRAMMED BY VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT?
He/she will seek to find peace not through Jesus and the Sacraments but "through an inter-religious spirituality". 
He/she will "hold the view that his/her Catholic faith alone is not the superior one".
He/she will "pray together using readings from various holy scriptures". 
He/she will pray the USM’s "universal prayer", chanting "Om Shanti! Om Shanti! Om Shanti!"
He/she will "conduct prayer services… based on DB spirituality".

He/she will "resolve to promote pluralistic spirituality".
He/she will "commit to promote the pluralistic vision of the Dharma Bharathi movement".

He/she will be introduced to "inter-religious prayer with readings from different religious scriptures in the school /college assemblies and common gatherings."
He/she will "discover more meaning in praying before a mirror than in meditating before the tabernacle or in a church".
He/she will "realize that God is within me, not in a church".

Varghese Alengaden, as in his own words in his August 6, 2019 article further below, believes that “It is time we replaced Priestly Church with Prophetic Church.”

One chhotebhai, a close associate of the original DB Swami, commented, “This is a fallacious argument because one can be both priest and prophet. However, if Varghese feels that they are mutually exclusive then he should lead by example by leaving the priesthood…”

This is what Varghese Alengaden believes concerning the Catholic Church, November 6, 2018:

"With the patronizing of Roman Emperor Constantine, the spiritual movement which Jesus started drifted away from His Way. With unlimited and unquestionable power, leaders of the Church abandoned the role of Good Shepherd and adopted the style of kings and emperors.

Prophets who questioned the drift from Christ’s way were considered heretics and punished by excommunication or burning alive. The Jewish tradition of murdering prophets returned to the Church.

Gradually man-made canon law and dogmas replaced the Gospel of Christ. With the patronage of kings and emperors the institutional Church was expanded to all parts of the world."

He believes that the arch-heretic Martin Luther was a prophet.

He believes that Catholicism is a cultic religion:

"Jesus lambasted the Jewish priestly class who promoted a cultic religion with rituals for the salvation of people. He violated all the Jewish laws and rituals which did not make people spiritual.

Cultic religion is preserved for the vested interest of the priestly class. It appears that all focus of the Syro-Malabar hierarchy is to keep the Church as a cultic sect and exploit the people without helping them to experience spirituality."

So, Alengaden promotes a “value-based spirituality” instead of the Catholic ritual-based one. His followers, who are called “Disciples of Christ”, do not have to worship Christ, but instead work to promote the humanistic values that the USM spirituality espouses. 
"Jesus had promoted spirituality of values instead of religiosity of rituals… It is important to be a disciple of Christ by following his example than worshiping him."
We already know that at his Indore meditation room Catholics worship “the god within”.

If the language used by Alengaden is not clear enough, a liberal who concurs that Luther was a prophet, comments, “The author of this article does not mince words when he identifies the elaborate Holy Mass (that showcases Eucharistic ceremony as its climax point) as cultist. Martin Luther argued against it and he was lucky to have escaped with his life.” The article and comments may be found further below.

Alengaden/Universal Solidarity Movement envisions a non-“cultic” sacrament-less Church with the removal of the “cultic priesthood”. A January 7, 2019 Matters India story on Alengaden (further below) avers that Alengaden is "clear that Christ neither founded a cultic religion to drug people with numerous rituals nor an imperial institution with a hierarchical structure to brain wash and enslave them", which the Catholic Church is.

And how did all of that come about according to Alengaden? On September 26, 2018, he explains (in another Matters India article reproduced further below):

"The Gospel of Christ was misinterpreted and replaced by dogmas and complex doctrines. Critical thinking and freedom of speech were suppressed by the vow of obedience to those in authority. Creativity and personal growth were prevented by the rule of detachment to world in the pretext of attachment to God. Reading and research were censored and limited to superstitious devotions and irrelevant rituals under the control of the cultic priests.

Prophets who questioned the injustice and hypocrisy were excommunicated and even murdered as heretics. Young men and women were recruited as monks and nuns to defend and expand the religious empire. Theology and laws were framed to control the lives of people and strengthen the religious empire. All these things were done in the name of Christ and building up His kingdom.

Prophets and saints came in different times in the history to challenge and correct the corrupt ways but their impact was either short lived or suppressed by the mighty imperial powers. The religious industry thrived and became a multinational company misusing the name of Christ and misinterpreting His teachings."
Alengaden is not alone in this. M.G. Devasahayam I.A.S., the Convenor of the Forum for Catholic Unity (FCU), has been calling since long for the scrapping of “man-made” Canon Law! He believes that he does not need to attend Mass and receive the Sacraments from cultic priests in order to remain a Catholic:

FORUM FOR CATHOLIC UNITY CONVENOR IS NOT CATHOLIC IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FORUM_FOR_CATHOLIC_UNITY_CONVENOR_IS_NOT_CATHOLIC_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
Other liberal “Catholic” organizations listed earlier in the present report subscribe to variations of the above. I will go into detail concerning them in a couple of future reports. 
Meanwhile, note this:

One Jacob Macwan writing in Almayasabdam/CCV, June 5, 2019, calls for the “abolishing of the sacraments to eradicate clericalism.” http://almayasabdam.com/letter-to-editor-from-jacob-macwan-why-not-organized-religion-itself/
Kolkata-based Isaac Gomes, the associate editor of Almayasabdam/CCV, is a core committee member of Indian Catholic Forum/We Too Are Church! The last-mentioned organization has not yet gained the official patronage of the Indian Church. I wonder why.

Meanwhile the souls of Catholic children are stolen by the Indore-based “Fr.” Alengaden’s Universal Solidarity Movement, and by its Kerala-based counter-part Dharma Bharathi.

The USM is promoted by the Goa Catholic archdiocese’s Archdiocesan Board of Education (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Teachers-seminar-focuses-on-value-education-for-peace/articleshow/36618216.cms).

The CBCI’s Indian Catholic Youth Movement under its spiritual director Fr. Franklin D’Souza has also been compromised (https://www.icym.net/news/regional-news/madhya-pradesh-region/282-indore-diocese/1017-christo-centric-leadership-training-programme-at-usm-value-education-for-life-centre-indore).
Eleven students honored with honesty award
http://mattersindia.com/2019/12/eleven-students-honored-with-honesty-award/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, December 30, 2019

The Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) and the Honesty Foundation Goa on December 30 honored 11 students of 11 schools from six states with the Honesty Award 2019. Since 2012, the Honesty Foundation Goa has awarded students who are honest in practising the values they imbibe from the USM programs.

Bishop Chacko Thottumarickal of Indore, the chief guest, and Bharat Chaparwal, a former vice chancellor of Devi Ahaliya Viswa Vidyalaya, the guest of honor gave away the awards comprising 10,001 rupees and a memento and certificate at a function held at Prerana Sadan, the Indore diocesan pastoral center.

The award was launched following Honesty Foundation founder Bernardo D’Souza, an industrialist from Goa, raised the question: “Why not I do something which nobody has done so far?”

The answer was the birth of the foundation on December 30, 2012. D’Souza decided together with his wife Domino and children to give back a part of his income to society through Honesty Foundation for promoting honesty and encouraging honest people.

The foundation entrusted USM the task of selecting the awardees and organizing the award function.

Addressing the gathering Bishop Thottumarickal expressed happiness that Indore has been declared the cleanest city in India by the Swatch Bharat Mission three times consecutively.

“Along with external cleanliness we need internal purity. The students who are honoured today are internally pure because of their honesty,” the Divine Word prelate said. He appealed the audience to take inspiration from D’Souza and the 11 students and become heralds of honesty”.

Chaparwal in his address referred to the present unrest in society and the response of the youth to what is happening in the country. He appreciated the youth for voicing forcefully against dishonest and divisive policies being implemented in the country today. While appreciating the awardees he appealed to them to be honest to the legacy of the freedom fighters and to the values enshrined in the Constitution of India.

The students who received honesty awards are...

Knit India inaugurated in Indore
http://mattersindia.com/2019/12/knit-india-inaugurated-in-indore/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, December 28, 2019

About 100 students and teachers from different states of India are attending in the 52th meeting of the Knit India movement that opened on December 28 in Indore, the commercial capital of Madhya Pradesh state.

Knit India is a live-together of students, teachers and principals for four days. Most participants had earlier attended the Enlightened Leadership Training in the Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement (USM).

Father Joby Anand, director of the Prerana Sadan, the Indore diocesan pastoral center where the program is being held, appealed the youth to stand up and fight non-violently to safeguard the core values of the Indian Constitution. He lauded the university students for the courage to protest against the discriminatory Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and to protect the core constitutional value of equality.

“Mahatma Gandhi is returning to India,” said the priest who was the chief guest. He specifically pointed out that the student protest was by and large non-violent. In fact, some students offered rose flowers to police officials. Father Anand reminded the youth that dissent is the soul of democracy, but it should be expressed through non-violent ways.
During the four days the participants will share their experience of practicing the values they had imbibed through the leadership training and the transformation that has taken place in them. They also will listen to inspiring talks given by persons who make a difference in the society through their unique contribution while leading a life of honesty and integrity.

The participants will put up cultural programs based on harmony among religions, women empowerment, responsible use of media and other socially relevant themes. They also will be given different tasks to bring out their creativity and originality.

Through all these activities a bonding will take place among the students and teachers belonging to different religions, castes and regions.

St Paul Father Vincent Carmel, former director of USM, welcomed the chief guest and the participants. Neetu Joshi, the chief trainer of USM, explained the dynamics of Knit India and the role of the participants. Nitish Barole anchored the function.
Catholic nun, Hindu teacher honored for promoting value education

http://mattersindia.com/2019/09/catholic-nun-hindu-teacher-honored-for-promoting-value-educationion/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, September 4/5, 2019  
The Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) of Indore honored Sister Baskalin of Maharashtra as the best principal and Avaya Tripati of West Bengal as the best teacher on September 4.

The USM instituted the two awards in 2007 for fostering the memory of Sister Louise Josephine who had promoted value education for peace as an ambassador of USM.

After her retirement from formal teaching in schools, she crisscrossed the country with great passion, to animate young students and teachers, especially in the states of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Odisha.

The national level awards are an attempt by the movement to motivate principals and teachers to promote value education. The awards are generally given on September 5 when India observes the Teachers Day. The USM organizes a special meeting to honor an outstanding principal and a teacher from any part of the country. The award consists of a citation and certificate besides a cheque of 10,001 rupees.

Sister Baskalin, a member of the Mother of Sorrows Servants of Mary congregation, is the principal of Sacred Heart English High School, Hingoli, Maharashtra. She was selected for the award because of her commitment for promoting peace. She has introduced a series of programs for students, teachers and parents to transform them as peace makers. She organizes peace rally of students and teachers on October 2, the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, to disseminate the values of peace and non-violence preached by India’s father of the nation.

Tripati is a teacher of St. James School, Bianaguri, in West Bengal state. He accompanied students from Binaguri for three years continuously who came to the USM for Knit India and Enlightened Leadership training. He also organized peace club in the school and guided students in their various activities for promoting peace and harmony. “Avaya sir not only teaches but also inspires his students and I am one among the hundreds inspired by him,” said Ashkrita Gajmer, a twelfth grader in the school.

About 25 teachers from Indore city who participated in the function were also honored on the occasion. Sosamma Pothen and her husband late Dr. K P. Pothen were given life time achievement awards for their unique contribution for empowering the rural children with quality education.

Father Varghese Alengaden, USM founder director, in his address appreciated their commitment as genuine educationists.

Sosamma Pothen, the chief guest, in her address emphasized that the role of a teacher in the age information technology is not of an instructor but he/she has to become a mentor. She appreciated efforts made by USM for imparting value education to thousands of students from different parts of India.
Solidarity movement to organize retreat for bishops
http://mattersindia.com/2015/05/solidarity-movement-to-organize-retreat-for-bishops/
Indore, May 6, 2015
The Universal Solidarity Movement (USM), which is committed to promote peace and harmony, plans to organize a retreat for bishops.
USM national coordinator Fr. Varghese Alengaden says the retreat is only for bishops because of the great influence they have in their dioceses and the impact they can make both within the Church and in society. Those who are open to new ways will enrich themselves much from this leadership retreat, he claimed.

“Surely this is not a traditional retreat. It is fully based on the life and teachings of Christ. It is an opportunity to explore new possibilities,” Father Alengaden added.

The retreat is scheduled for August 18-25* at Indore, the commercial capital of the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.

Fr. Jacob Peenickaparampbil, a member of Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, will join Fr Alengaden as the retreat preachers. The two priests have conducted many retreats and seminars for several groups of priests and religious across the country.

The central theme of the retreat is ‘what would Jesus do if he were present today?’ The first two days will be spent for an exclusive pilgrimage with Christ with the help of the famous film ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ by Franco Zeffirelli.

The rest of the days will be spent in reflecting on the socio-political scenario and various challenges faced by the Church today. The whole retreat will be based on the person of Jesus and his way of leadership. This retreat has helped many provincials, formators and principals to make innovative changes in their communities and institutions.

USM’s objective is to develop enlightened leadership, to develop responsible citizens, to create ecological consciousness, to promote among religions and ethnic groups, to create awareness of values enshrined in the preamble of the Indian Constitution, Fr Alengaden said.

USM was launched on July 16, 1993 in Indore, to ease the sectarian tension prevailing in India following the demolition of an ancient mosque in Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.
According to its website, the original idea came from the Taize community in France where people of various religions live together in a prayerful atmosphere.

USM, with its broad, inclusive and lasting vision of building a civilization of love in a world of hatred and violence promotes a pluralistic spirituality focusing on acceptance, appreciation and promotion of diversity in all its dimensions. Its core principle is to transform the world by self transformation.

The movement has reached out to 800 high schools and junior colleges all over India promoting peace, justice, true democracy and solidarity to teachers, students, parents and other groups.

The movement has trained hundreds of student leaders and teachers from various parts of India to become enlightened leaders to provide an alternative to the present day corrupt and selfish leaders, the website claims.
Unique retreat gives Church leaders “new wine-skin” experience

http://mattersindia.com/2018/12/unique-retreat-gives-church-leaders-new-wine-skin-experience/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, December 6/7, 2018
A Catholic bishop and major superiors of some religious congregations, who attended a seven-day unique spiritual exercise, say they have found new meaning in their mission and life.
“The Christo Centric Leadership Retreat was very enlightening for me and this experience will definitely guide me in my mission and life,” wrote Auxiliary Bishop Telesphore Bilung of Ranchi in his feedback.

The prelate joined 15 sisters and four priests in the November 30-December 6 retreat at the headquarters of the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) in Indore, the commercial capital of Madhya Pradesh state in central India.

The participants included Carmelite of Mary Immaculate prior general Father Paul Achandy, superior general of Prabhudasi Sisters of Ajmer Sr. Divya and superior general of St. John the Baptist Sr. Arpitha.

The USM team led by its founder director Father Varghese Alengaden conducted the retreat. The USM community, an experiment in new “Wine Skin” method of evangelization, helped retreat participants experience the pluralistic, inclusive, transparent and participatory way of life.

It also convinced them that the way of life Jesus has envisaged as Kingdom of God is possible.

“The retreat helped me develop my personal spirituality through self education and self discipline and I became aware of the urgency of adopting new ‘wineskin’ approach in my mission and producing lasting fruits.” wrote Sr. Arpitha in her summary report.

Sr. Divya said “the amazing way of the new ‘wine skin’ retreat” helped her become aware of the difference between religiosity and spirituality. “The retreat was of great help to me to understand what spirituality is,” she wrote.

The USM has so far conducted 59 Christo Centric Leadership Retreats. So far 932 persons have attended the retreat in USM. Most participants have been provincial teams of various congregations, animators (superiors) of religious communities, principals and managers of schools and heads of institutions. *A group of nine bishops attended the retreat in August 2015.

The retreat starts with meditatively watching the movie, Jesus of Nazareth (directed by Franco Zeffirelli) with appropriate commentary by the facilitator and drawing out insights and learning through interactive sessions for application to day to day life. These insights help the participants to solve problems and make Jesus alive through their life and activities.

The input sessions that follow the movie are designed to deepen the participants understanding of their call, vision and mission. They enable the participants analyse current socio- political, religious and cultural context and challenges and respond to them effectively by adopting new “Wine Skins.”

The retreat then prepares an action plan for personal life and for the community/provinces and dioceses.

Father Achandy said the movie, Dharam, questioned his routine pious religious practices and challenged him to evolve a mature spirituality of relationship and outreach to the needy discerned through contemplation. “More than ritualistic activities, I need to judge my spirituality based on fruits of life and love,” he said in his feedback.

The participants have to present at the end a summary of their experience during the retreat. It should also include resolutions taken to sustain the retreat spirit at their places.

Some resolutions taken by the participants are strictly follow one hour appointment with God and oneself and develop personal spirituality in the place of rituals and routine prayers.

While on participant resolved to evaluate daily life through personal journal writing another planned to read a portion from the New Testament every day and reflect over it to enhance individual and community life.

Some planned to make hospitality a hallmark of their communities round the clock and make celebrations simple and meaningful.

Other significant resolutions are:

Treat domestic servants and non-teaching staff of educational institutions with honor and celebrate their birthdays for building inclusive communities

Build harmonious relationship with the followers of other faiths through family visits and participation in various religious festivals

Include analysis of Socio Political context of the country and of the world in the formation program
Display the symbols and quotations from various religious scriptures in all institutions for promoting appreciation, harmony and cooperation among different faiths, introduce inter-religious prayer with readings from different religious scriptures in the school /college assemblies and common gatherings.

Christo-centric leadership retreat transforms participants
http://mattersindia.com/2019/04/christo-centric-leadership-retreat-transforms-participants/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, April 21, 2019
An Indore-based movement of value education for peace has helped hundreds of Christians to rediscover Jesus and reinvent themselves and their works in the past one decade.
“My expectation of having a deeper encounter with Jesus and understanding his mission and recommitting myself to my mission is fulfilled,” says Father Roy Thomas, a participant of the latest Christo Centric Leadership Retreat held during the Holy Week at the headquarters of the Universal Solidarity Movement of Value Education for Peace.

The USM “is a community where all are welcomed warmly and made to feel at home, wanted and respected with dignity,” the Divine Word priest wrote about the venue of the April 14-20 retreat.

He was among three priests, 10 sisters from four different congregations, two Franciscan brothers and Mary Dasan, a lay person, who participated in the retreat.

At the end, all said they found the retreat a unique experience.

“It is totally different from the traditional retreats in which we used to participate, because of the content, methodology and the venue,” Father Roy explained.

Another participant said the retreat convinced him of the need for developing personal spirituality, focusing on contemplation. “I also have become aware of the importance of self-discipline and self-education,” he added.

Another said she realized the need to shift from religiosity to spirituality to become an authentic disciple of Jesus.” Jesus has called me to be a follower of Jesus and not to remain as a devotee.”

The retreat helped the participants understand the need to promote respect for all religions and become inclusive in their approach to be relevant in the present context of India.

At the same time, it convinced them that evangelization is continuing the mission of Jesus in the present context.

USM conducts this retreat every month. The main participants have been bishops, superiors general and provincial teams of religious congregations, and principals of schools and colleges.

Bishops of Amaravati, Buxar and Patna had come with a group priests from their dioceses. 
During the last 10 years USM has conducted retreats for 65 groups with 1,017 participants. The participants included 18 bishops in different batches.

The retreat starts with meditatively watching the movie, Jesus of Nazareth with appropriate commentary by the facilitator and drawing out insights and learning through interactive sessions for application to day to day life.

These insights help the participants solve problems and make Jesus alive through their life and activities.

The input sessions that follow the movie are designed to:
• Deepen the understanding of the participants their call, vision and mission
• Make the participants capable of analyzing the present day socio- political, religious and cultural context and challenges
• Respond to the challenges effectively by following the way of Jesus
• Prepare an action plan for personal life and for the community/province/diocese.

The main input sessions are:
1) Call, Vision and Mission
2) Principles of Vision Formulation
3) Paradigm Shift from Religiosity to Spirituality
4) Challenges before the Church in India
5) Response to the Strategies of Fundamentalists
6) Paradigm Shift in Evangelization and
7) Practical Tips for Spiritual Growth.
Comment by Sachidananda Bharathi
This is the need of the hour for the Church today. My congratulations to USM Team. I look forward to attending one of those Retreats. 
Acharya Sachidananda Bharathi***
***DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF SRINAGAR AUGUST 03, 2007
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOP_OF_SRINAGAR.doc
***DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CARDINAL, ERNAKULAM-ANGAMALY AUGUST 03, 2007 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CARDINAL_ERNAKULAM_ANGAMALY.doc
***DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_CONFERENCE_OF_INDIA.doc
***DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 1.8.2002/1.8.2003/JUNE 2009 68 pages
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
***DHARMA BHARATHI ASHRAM NEW AGE GURU SWAMI SACHIDANANDA BHARATHI BACKED BY BISHOPS 9/14 DECEMBER 2019 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI_ASHRAM_NEW_AGE_GURU_SWAMI_SACHIDANANDA_BHARATHI_BACKED_BY_BISHOPS.doc
Replace Priestly Church with Prophetic Church
http://mattersindia.com/2019/08/replace-priestly-church-with-prophetic-church/
By Varghese Alengaden, Indore, August 6, 2019
These days, people in India are experiencing insecurity and threats.
While many politicians have sold their souls for temporary benefits, some authors, actors, journalists and activists continue their prophetic mission of speaking out against human right violations, state sponsored violence and dictatorial actions of those in power.

The current socio-political scenario is very challenging and frightening. Democracy is gradually slipping into fascism and the universal values enshrined in the Indian Constitution are threatened.

This is the time the disciples of Christ stood out and did their prophetic mission. It is time every Christian showed loyalty to his call to be a prophet — prophet to the nations (Jeremiah 1:4). When the whole society is in darkness the disciples of Christ should show the way by their example. When the whole society is getting damaged, the disciples of Christ are called to be salt to preserve it from decay, add taste to the life of people and heal the wounds of hostility and violence.

Unfortunately, the disciples of Christ are failing in their mission. They neither act as prophets with courage and conviction nor do the mission of preserving society from decay. They neither nourish society with the flavour of their ideal life nor heal the wounds of conflict with their works of peace and reconciliation.

Though the call, vision and mission of the disciples of Christ are to be prophetic leaders, they have failed in their responsibility. Instead of being prophets of courage, they have become cowards, keeping silence when human rights are violated, innocent people are murdered and women and girls are gangraped.

The Church leaders, who have both human and material resources at their disposal, do not follow the Good Shepherd – Jesus Christ — by leading from the front. They preach morality to the common people in the security of the churches but remain silent when police chargesheet fellow bishops for committing sexual crimes and financial scandals.

A large majority of the clergy, religious and bishops ignore the multitude of financial irregularities and unethical acts by priests, religious and bishops because they lack prophetic courage and credibility. Many are afraid of the skeletons falling from their cupboard.

Internal conflicts, immorality and lack of good shepherd leaders with credibility, have inflicted irreparable damage to the Church of Christ. What Jesus spoke two thousand years ago have become true today: “If the salt loses its saltiness how it can be made salty again. It is worth to be thrown out to be trampled by men” (Lk 14:34).

The numerous scandals involving priests, religious and bishops have damaged the image of the Church. Like the salt which lost its saltiness, the Church is suffering from public insults and media bashing. The mission of Christ is damaged by these Church men and high priests.

There are conflicts and disputes in many dioceses across the country. Most of them are between dioceses and religious congregations over land and institutions. On the one side the priests and bishops preach about reconciliation and fellowship and on the other side they fight for land and property.

In the cases involving women religious, male domination prevails. The poor women religious succumb to pressures and agree to pay huge amount of money to diocese for the land they have been using for decades or they have to abandon the mission and leave the diocese. In the case of men religious, they refuse to succumb to the pressure of dioceses.

Neither the diocese, nor the religious congregation is able to settle the issues through dialogue or mediation. Often cases are dragged to the civil courts much against the will of Christ. Jesus had clearly instructed his disciples to avoid law suits in the court and the law enforcing agencies to solve the disputes among themselves. Bishops, who are expected to be spiritual leaders, act in a very unchristian way.

For example — the conflict over the management of the church at Thalore in the Trichur Archdiocese of Kerala. Years ago, during Archbishop Joseph Kundukulam tenure, the church attached to Infant Jesus Monastery Thalore was raised to the status of a parish and entrusted to the care of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI) congregation.

In the course of time, Thalore became one of the best parishes in terms of its performance in various areas. The archdiocese wanted to take over the parish from the CMI priests. Majority of the people of the parish objected to the proposal. The archdiocesan authorities managed to create a parish and started offering Mass in a temporary structure near the ashram church.

Many parishioners continued to oppose the plan. The archdiocesan authorities refused to dialogue with the people. On the strength of the Church law they wanted all to obey the archbishop’s order.

I knew how saintly Swami Sadanand, a CMI priest, tried to reconcile the two parties. He spent many days visiting many bishops in Kerala, including Syro-Malabar Major Archbishop Cardinal George Alencherry, for solving the dispute through reconciliation and dialogue.
He even used Gandhian method of prayer and fasting for 12 days. The archdiocesan authorities intensified their attack on Swami Sadanand and even got him arrested and filed a case against him and a few lay people. The simple people in the parish only wanted the archdiocesan authorities to have a cordial dialogue.

I too made a visit to help the process of reconciliation. I wanted to meet the archbishop. He responded neither to my telephone calls nor to the messages conveyed through several priests of the archdiocese. All I wanted was to communicate the parishioners’ message to him. The tension mounted and reached the court and the district administration.

After many years, the District Magistrate of Thrissur took a decision, refusing permission to build another church parallel to the old ashram church. The magistrate’s order contains certain damaging observations about the manipulations and violations from the part of archdiocesan leadership in the long dispute.

The collector’s statement is a serious indictment on the diocesan leadership. The document states that “it was revealed during the hearing that the priests were creating divisions among the faithful.” The reason for rejecting the application was a slap on the face of the diocesan administration.

“In an atmosphere where neither the diocese nor the diocesan priests could solve the dispute within their own community, granting permission for the construction by the district administration can disturb communal harmony in the locality and can cause law and order problem.”

Why should the Church leadership and clergy create scandal and become a laughing stock before the general public? Will this judgement of the district administration persuade authorities of other dioceses to settle similar disputes? Will bishops, priests and religious learn lessons from the tragic case of Trichur Archdiocese? Will they speed up dialogue and reconciliation process in many such cases existing in different parts of India?

The country is in a terrible situation. The disciples of Christ should act as agents of peace. They can do so only if they stop fighting among themselves for land, property and power.

Instead, they indulge in disputes and go for court cases, wearing big crosses. Their loyalty to Christ is limited to shouting long and loud prayers and enforcing Church laws that they do not practice. They are modern Pharisees — owners of religious industry. They peddle religiosity drug.

The Church has hundreds of eloquent retreat preachers, who are busy solving the simple problems of innocent lay people and helpless nuns. Why can’t they act as prophets and spiritual directors of bishops and high priests to settle court cases and disputes within their community through dialogue and reconciliation? Why can’t they organize nigh vigils and retreats to heal the wounds of Christ’s body – the Church?

Why don’t they remind the Church leaders to follow the leadership model of Jesus, the Good Shepherd? Why don’t they ask the shepherds of the Church to feed the sheep instead of amassing property and wealth? Why don’t they ask them to say, “Sorry, I made a mistake; can we forget and forgive?”

It is high time the genuine disciples of Jesus rose up and liberated the Church and its faithful from the slavery of oppressive religion of the hypocritical ‘priestocracy.’ It is time for all the disciples of Christ to repent and return to the Way of Christ — the way of loving one another; the way of unity and fellowship.

It is time we replaced Priestly Church with Prophetic Church.

(Father Varghese Alengaden is the Founder of the Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement of Value Education for Peace (USM, an NGO centered on developing enlightened leadership, responsible citizenship, and promoting harmony among religions and ethnic groups.)
Comment by Kalappurakal CheriyaLukose Thomas
The society is in darkness. God has given Ten Commandments. They are meant to regulate the life of the individuals and the society. There is a concerted attempt from individuals as well as from various organisations to disregard these. For example the “ New Age Movement “ teaches that there is nothing called right or wrong as it is a question of choosing which is convenient and useful or profitable.
God wants all Christians to be prophets. Bishops and priests are not the only persons called to be prophets. When we say the society is in darkness, it includes the many bishops and priests. So accusing them as the detractors and failures does not seem to be a remedy. Jesus told “Love your neighbour as yourselves”. This is most impracticable. How many are there who can claim to be really adherent to this instruction? Actually God knows this weakness. We are required to do our best to love the neighbours and even that we do not. Politicians take oath that they would be loyal to the Constitution. Do all adhere to the oath? Similarly persons aspiring to become priests promise to uphold the virtues of chastity, obedience and simplicity. Do they adhere to the promise?
However there are very few persons, Catholics as well as non Christians who have faith in compassion, brotherly love to others and eagerness to extend a helping hand. It is from one’s heart such fine and divine thoughts and feelings come up. How can that feeling come when we are trained in all external celebrations “adipoli”,— be it a Church festival, or occasions like “engagement”, or a birthday or marriage or even a funeral— to compete with neighbours? If Alengaden talks about Christians, I understand. I agree that the priests and bishops do not believe that they are what the Catholic Church teaches they are— living icons of the eternal priesthood of Christ — and only thinks and utters “we too are like you, we are human beings” and then try to escape. So greed for property and power and luxurious life prevails and resultantly, cheating, irregularities and immoralities occur.
Only families with model parents who have faith in humility, simplicity and prayerful life can change things. Accusations, anger, curses and improper language may not have the desired result. Can we ignore that, in the midst of the world, there are some priests and bishops who live without any desire for the pleasures of the world? They have hearts of steel for chastity and hearts of flesh for charity. They teach, they forgive, they console, they bless people. They do not aspire for property and promotions in ecclesiastical cadres. Criticisms alone are destructive, but love, friendship, prayer may be constructive. Let us not go into despair, God is alive and watching.
Comment by chhotebhai (Allan de Noronha):

Varghese, himself a priest, says that priests should be replaced by prophets. This is a fallacious argument because one can be both priest and prophet. However, if Varghese feels that they are mutually exclusive then he should lead by example by leaving the priesthood and be a prophet, the voice in the wilderness preparing the way of the Lord.
Abandon tradition of murdering prophets
http://mattersindia.com/2018/11/abandon-tradition-of-murdering-prophets/
By Varghese Alengaden, Indore, November 26, 2018
The show-cause notice served to Father Augustine Vattoly by the Administrator of Ernakulum-Angamaly Archdiocese is a blunder that exposes intellectual, professional and above all spiritual bankruptcy.
The allegations against the activist priest expose the worldly ways religious leadership acts when challenged.

It is worth reflecting on the basis and implications of this issue.

With the patronizing of Roman Emperor Constantine, the spiritual movement which Jesus started drifted away from His Way. With unlimited and unquestionable power, leaders of the Church abandoned the role of Good Shepherd and adopted the style of kings and emperors.

Prophets who questioned the drift from Christ’s way were considered heretics and punished by excommunication or burning alive. The Jewish tradition of murdering prophets returned to the Church.

Gradually man-made canon law and dogmas replaced the Gospel of Christ. With the patronage of kings and emperors the institutional Church was expanded to all parts of the world.

Fortunately God raised prophets and saints at different times to cleanse the Church and rebuild it. Francis of Assisi and Martin Luther were some of them. However, the materialistic forces did not allow these renewals to last long.

The crisis which the Church faces today because of the divisions and scandals within and the threats from outside forces could be met effectively by returning to the Christocentric way of life. Each time the Church faces a crisis its members — bishops, priests and lay people — should ask themselves, “What would Jesus do if He were here today?”

Sincere reflection over the issues would help the Church solve all its current crises. It is a pity that the Church leadership, especially the Syro-Malabar hierarchy, does not want to confront such a question.

The root of the problem is our failure to understand the call of Christ to be prophets. “I have chosen you to be a prophet to the nations”. A prophet is the conscience of society. The horizon of prophetic mission is unlimited. Wherever human life is oppressed or justice is denied, a disciple of Christ has to speak and act without bothering about the consequences.

Unfortunately Church in India has not acted as prophet. It has taken the shortcut of being a welfare agency. The institutional interest and fear have always made the Church leadership to remain silent on injustices happening in the Indian society. The priests and nuns are trained to engage in charity and routine social works.

Whenever government tried to control the Church institutions, bishops had asked priests, nuns and lay people to come to the streets to protest and shout slogans. The same hierarchy forbids when people to act as prophets and protest against injustice and oppression inflicted by someone in the Church leadership.

Father Vattoly, right from his early years of priesthood, has opted to follow Christ who called him to be a prophet to the nations. Hence he has participated in many struggles of people. The Church authorities did not have any problem with such activities.

Now when he joined the struggle of the oppressed nuns for justice against a bishop, they want to control and silence him. If the Church leadership is afraid of being prophetic it should be happy and proud that a priest is living true to his vocation.

Labeling this authentic priest as part of terrorist groups and anti-Christian forces exposes the spiritual and intellectual impoverishment of those who try to control him.

When the Church is plagued by scandals and public opposition, issuing a show cause notice with baseless allegations is untimely and unprofessional.

The show cause notice speaks of offering daily Holy Mass as the way for a priest to grow in spirituality. Jesus lambasted the Jewish priestly class who promoted a cultic religion with rituals for the salvation of people. He violated all the Jewish laws and rituals which did not make people spiritual.

Cultic religion is preserved for the vested interest of the priestly class. It appears that all focus of the Syro-Malabar hierarchy is to keep the Church as a cultic sect and exploit the people without helping them to experience spirituality.

Father Vattoly was offering living Eucharist when he fought for the rights of the poor and the marginalized. When he was imprisoned for seven days because of his prophetic mission he was offering a better Eucharist than the elaborate cultic Holy Mass which the bishops and priests offer in the security of their churches.

It is important for the Church leaders to understand that Jesus had promoted spirituality of values instead of religiosity of rituals. He was more concerned about reconciliation, forgiveness, loving one’s enemies, doing justice and working for the liberation of the oppressed than performing complicated rituals which did not make people spiritual.

It is important to be a disciple of Christ by following his example than worshiping him. Father Vattoly follows the example of Christ who liberated the oppressed and exploited. It is more genuine than sitting in church for many hours worshiping God with long and loud prayers, which Jesus Himself had condemned.
The Church leaders and priests have to meditate the call of Christ to be salt of the earth and light of the world. If the leadership fails to follow the example of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, and fail to be salt through its integrity and credibility, it has no right to preach.

Instead of trying to silence and suppress genuine prophets like Father Vattoly the leaders in the Church should present themselves as role models for others to follow. It is better not to further mess up the matters which are already messy.

Instead of following the tradition of murdering the prophets let us follow the legacy of Christ.

Comment by one Kalappurakal CheriyaLukose Thomas
Once a nun said (I read this in the newspapers) that she offered her body to men because she could satisfy their need and that is the love Christ has told us to practice. She was dismissed by Vatican. So some practice love and charity in a different way.
Those who assert that Eucharist is a cult or celibacy is foolishness or the Church should be run on democratic principles for the benefit of the faithful need not worry about the Catholic Church. They can set up another organisation with such doctrines. They need not waste time to reform the Church.
The faithful know that the Church is not a paradise of saints but a hospital for sinners. Sin is not redefined according to democratic polling method. Please leave the Church alone. We will deal with guilty bishops or priests or faithful separately as per Church rules as well as State rules.
Comment by George Nedumparambil

The author of this article does not mince words when he identifies the elaborate Holy Mass (that showcases Eucharistic ceremony as its climax point) as cultist. Martin Luther argued against it and he was lucky to have escaped with his life. Others were not so lucky, most famous among them being the Franciscan Monk, scientist and genius Giordano Bruno who was rounded up by goons of the Pope and was brutally murdered. Fortunately for Vattoly the establishment would not be able to mete out such a fate thanks to the democratic system that we enjoy. I agree with the author that true Eucharistic celebration is the kind of risk taking that the priest Vattoly has embarked on for the cause of the living Jesus. Whatever he has done so far would be exactly the same had Jesus been around. This faith needs more such priests to save the church that has become to be nothing but a multinational conglomerate with profit as its primary motive and objective. It is okay to be making profit but it should peculate down to benefit believers who are, for example, not receiving any concession from church run hospitals when admitted in.
George Nedumparambil, a regular commenter on Matters India as well as on Varghese Alengaden’s articles, is a liberal yoga-supporting individual. He apparently spends a lot of his time online always on such sites. View his June 22 comment at http://mattersindia.com/2018/06/indian-catholic-priest-to-speak-at-british-parliament-on-yoga/#comment-923923480601122161. Here is one of his comments at http://mattersindia.com/2018/02/kerala-diocese-suspends-priest-accused-of-sexual-abuse/:

Celibacy is not a gift from God but a theologically imposed stupidity which was probably thought out to disincentivise young men rushing to become priest to escape realities of harsh living. The church existed extremely well and even grew without help from this so-called gift of God. Jesus has clearly stated that it was only for those can accept which means no compulsion. Even St Paul has alluded to it as being optional.
Here is a December 21, 2018 article by George Nedumparambil, copied from Almayasabdam/Church Citizens Voice with an Introduction by Dr. James Kottoor, which denies that transubstantiation takes place during Holy Mass: http://almayasabdam.com/searching-for-truth-in-belief-the-body-and-blood-conundrum/
Father Vattoly: A saintly prophetic priest
http://mattersindia.com/2019/01/father-vattoly-a-saintly-prophetic-priest/
By Varghese Alengaden, Indore, January 7, 2019
Whenever I speak about Father Augustine Vattoly, a vast majority of nuns and priests react very negatively. They say that he is a rebel priest who made a group of young nuns to come out of the convent walls to protest in the street against a bishop who allegedly raped a nun for several times.
The nuns opted for public protest when all their efforts to get justice from the Church authorities failed. Father Vattoly led the protest which was supported by several groups of activists from all walks of life. The protest continued until the police arrested the accused bishop and sent him to jail.

The argument of priests and nuns, who neither know the authenticity of Father Vattoly nor the realities behind the case, is that he made the young nuns to expose the Church and its internal conflicts to the public. None of these nuns and priests are aware of the numerous appeals the victim made to the various Church authorities explaining the minute details of the repeated rape and atrocities by the accused bishop.

Without knowing the facts priests and religious judge the victim of exploitation and oppression. After studying the case with all aspects, Father Vattoly made a prophetic and proactive response risking his own security.

I had the opportunity to meet and work closely with many fearless and radical social activists in different parts of our country and many priests and nuns who work with the poor and marginalized sections of society. They are sincere in their efforts to build a society where everyone enjoys freedom, justice and human dignity.
Some of them involve in people’s struggle and were arrested and imprisoned several times. Yet neither politicians nor police could destroy their indomitable spirit and passion for their mission. When I came to know Father Vattoly I was wonder struck by his commitment, clarity of mission, courage and deep spirituality.

Like Jesus he challenges political and religious leaders of their corruption, immorality and exploitation of the weaker sections. I have not seen a spiritual and prophetic Catholic priest who can match Father Vattoly in his clarity and total commitment to his mission — the mission of Christ, whom he follows.

During the interactions I made an effort to know more about this extraordinary prophetic priest and the secret behind the clarity and courage which he speaks and acts. His vision of life and spirituality emerged from direct experience of socio-political context and constant contemplation based on the life and teachings of Christ.

He encountered God in the oppression and exploitation which the weaker sections of the society suffered at the hands of those who controlled political and economic structures. Seeing the poor in the slums and villages he asks, ‘Who made them poor?’

He questions the development at the cost of human beings and destruction of nature. He also realized that the religion which is expected to protect the poor and the exploited only add their burden.

He was clear about his role as a disciple of Christ to “be a prophet to the nations” (Jer. 1:4) to “bear lasting fruits” (Jn. 15: 15). He was clear that Christ neither founded a cultic religion to drug people with numerous rituals nor an imperial institution with a hierarchical structure to brain wash and enslave them.

Rejecting all the cultic practices and oppressive laws of the institutional Jewish religion, he established a spiritual movement with one law of “loving one another.” He envisaged a society without distinctions where everyone enjoys freedom, equality, justice, dignity and peace.

Prophets are not born. They are made, often self made through personal efforts responding to the grace of God. Born of pious Catholic parents in Kadukutty village in Kerala on July 21, 1971, Vattoly studied in an ordinary village school. He was not an extraordinary student.

He had his seminary studies in Kerala, Poonamallee (Chennai) and Aluva. As any other young priest he did pastoral works in parishes after his priestly ordination in 1998. He opted to work in Attappady, a remote hilly tribal area in Palakkad district for two years before taking up the office of coordinator of ‘Sarathi’, an organization of taxi drivers from 2002 to 2006.

Right from his days in the seminary, Father Vattoly was inspired by the teachings of prophetic personalities who made a difference in society. Not satisfied by the routine pastoral and social activities, he looked for more challenging and meaningful mission. After eight years of routine priestly ministry, he decided to travel and learn from the book of life.

The turning point in his life was when he opted to travel across the country to know about living conditions of people in the villages and slums of India in 2006. It was a journey to discover the soul of India.

During those three months, he stayed 22 days in Dharavi, a slum in Mumbai, the biggest in Asia. Seeing the poverty and misery of people there he questioned, “Who made these people poor?” He moved on to experience the life of people in the interior villages of northern India. He stayed in the villages of Madhya Pradesh for 23 days. He also visited all the Northeastern states and learned the living conditions of people there.

Although initially he was inclined to opt to work in the North Indian missions he was not fascinated by the life and work done by the clergy and religious. He had the opportunity to meet and live with prophetic persons like Swami Sadanand and DayaBai.

Moolampally protest
After returning to Kerala he plunged into social movements and started taking part in the struggles and strikes to protect the rights of the marginalized people and environment. The first among them was Moolampally protest in 2008 where government was displacing 326 families to construct Vallarpadam container terminus, for railway line and road construction.

His sustained effort to the struggle made the archbishops and priests of Ernakulam-Angamaly and Verapoly to intervene in the issue. The United Democratic Front government declared the “Moolampally package” as a result of the struggle which secured the evictees the value of the land, alternate land in the district and other benefits.

Struggle for land rights for Dalits in Chengara
The second struggle was in Chengara in Pathanamthitta district. It was for the land rights for Dalits. Around 7000 Dalits were mobilized for this one year long struggle by Laha Gopalan. Though many social organizations expressed their solidarity none of the political parties came to support the dalits.

The landless Dalits were demanding their right to live in a large area of government land which was allotted to a private company and was unused for a long time. They organized several welfare programs such as organic farming in that land.

At last, the government was forced to allot the land for five hundred Dalit families, each getting an acre of land for cultivation and livelihood. Thus the one year struggle of landless Dalit families resulted in success. Father Vattoly was highly instrumental in bringing the struggle to the public attention. He also provided support in mobilizing food items, medical aid and financial help to the Dalit families at Chengara.

Koodamkulam (Tamil Nadu)
Father Vattoly did not limit himself to Kerala alone. He reached out to all places where people fought for their rights. He joined the struggle of people at the site of the nuclear power plant at Koodamkulam in neighboring Tamil Nadu. It was a fight against the displacement and security of 30,000 people. It was a fight against the securing life of people, sea, air and land from nuclear pollution for thousands of years. Although the project could not be stopped assurance was given not to start any such nuclear projects anywhere in the country.
NBA in Madhya Pradesh and Irom Sharmila (Manipur)
Father Vattoly also reached Barwani in Madhya Pradesh to express solidarity with Medha Patkar and thousands of villagers during the 25th anniversary of ‘Narmada Bachao Andolan’ in 2008. He travelled with 150 people from Kerala to join this event. He also reached Manipur to express solidarity with the activist Irom Sharmila, when she entered the tenth year of fasting against the military atrocities.

Plachimada
This was against the multinational company Coca Cola which had polluted the wells and rivers with chemical waste. Water in several wells and rivers nearby was polluted. The company was consuming 1.5 million liters of water a day, which was more than the permitted quantity. Although the plant was forced to close down in 2004, Fr. Vattoly led the struggle for getting compensation to the affected people.

When the government was not listening to the demands of people they encroached the land of Coca Cola company. Police arrested 22 people including Fr. Vattoly and they were sent to jail. They fasted for three days in jail. This forced government and political parties to discuss and settle the issue before it escalated.

Adivasi Nilpu Samaram 2013 (protest of tribals by standing at the Kerala state secretariat)

This was a struggle to get the forest right act of tribals (PESA) implemented. As per Indian Constitution, tribals have the right to administer their area. But it was not implemented by any government. The struggle was organized by Adivasi Gotra Maha Sabha.

Fr. Vattoly joined them and helped to organize the struggle in all parts of the state. A group of 25 people stood full time in front of the secretariat. This continued for 162 days, different people taking turns. In different parts of the state, large number of people stood in solidarity with those who stood in front of the state secretariat.

Keralites living in other countries also stood in solidarity with the tribals. The solidarity of people standing in different parts caught the media attention and support for the struggle.

The struggle tasted victory when the government accepted all their demands. Several welfare activities were organized for the tribals such as non formal education centers in different tribal settlements, medical camps and other activities. A trust, Aadisarga, was formed for the sustainable development of tribals.

Father Vattoly was instrumental in getting the support of Cardinal Alencherry and other bishops extending public support to the struggle. Church officials, priests, religious, seminarians, artistes, youth and students took part in the protests held in various parts of the state.

Padayatra from Kasargod to Thiruvananthapuram
This was a long walk through the whole of Kerala state to create awareness among people and farmers in the western ghat area about the environmental damage as per Gadgil Committee report. The report was opposed by a group of people. A group of fifty people always walked. Thousands of people joined at different places. The Church personnel also joined the walk and supported the efforts of Fr. Vattoly. The long walk succeeded in creating awareness and remove misunderstanding of people and anti-people forces working in government departments.

Protest against Periyar river pollution
This struggle was against the industrial pollution of river Periyar, the source of water for 3.5 million people. More than 240 factories were polluting the river. The industrialists were furious. Their argument was that the factories provide jobs for people and generate revenue for the state. They did not realize that due to pollution more than 20,000 fishermen lost their jobs since steep downfall in fish catch.

Father Vattoly led the protest march of more than 10,000 people in Ernakulam city demanding the closure of more than 80 odd red category factories which caused the worst water pollution. Cardinal George Alencherry inaugurated the weeklong protest strike at Ernakulam, while Archbishop Joseph Kalathiparambil inaugurated the concluding function at the Marine Drive. Irom Sharmila was the chief guest for the function.

This protest not only created awareness against industrial pollution but also the industries were forced to mend their ways. This struggle was led under the banner of an organization CORAL (Collective for Right to Live).

Prophetic stand against corruption within the Church
Father Vattoly had full support and blessings of the Church authorities when he was leading various protests against injustice done to people by the government and industries. The priests and bishops spoke with great pride that one of their priests was doing a prophetic mission for the people.

However, when he started his prophetic mission against the corruption inside the Church they labeled him a rebel. Together with several priests in Ernakulam–Angamaly Archdiocese, Father Vattoly confronted Cardinal George Alencherry, the Major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar Church and archbishop of Ernakulam-Angamaly, about the financial irregularities in land deals. It was a matter of loss of several millions of rupees in a shady sale of land belonging to the archdiocese. Despite producing documents of sale of land and loss of millions of rupees neither the cardinal nor other bishops were humble to accept the mistakes.

Instead, deliberate plans were made to defame Father Vattoly and his team through social media by a group of people loyal to the hierarchy for their vested interests. As prophets are not afraid of any consequences, Father Vattoly and team succeeded in convincing the Vatican, which acted against the cardinal.

Even though Cardinal Alencherry’s wings were clipped, he does control with remote control. A lobby is active to spread negative publicity against Father Vattoly and team to create confusion among laity and religious. Innocent Catholics and ignorant women religious consider the cardinal as a martyr and Father Vattoly and his team as villains.

That is the plight of any prophet who stands for truth. Genuine prophets cannot be silenced. People who are intoxicated with power and wealth do not realize this truth.
Protest by nuns (Save Our Sisters – SOS)
The public protest in front of the High Court of Kerala by five nuns of the Missionaries of Jesus, crying for justice and dignity was a land mark not only in the history of the Church in India, but of the whole world. It is common for priests and nuns to publish books criticizing corruption and scandal in the Church after leaving their consecrated. What the nuns have done is to protest in the street, while remaining within the convent, against the sex crimes of a powerful Catholic bishop.

It was unfortunate that the helpless nuns were forced to go to the police and protest against a bishop, because they were denied justice by Church authorities. Those who accuse the nuns for going public should find out how many times the victim of sexual abuse knocked at the doors of various Church authorities. Their indifference and inaction forced them to report the matter to the police. Due to political influence and money power when the police was not acting fast, some lay activists motivated the nuns to protest in public.

When Father Vattoly who was alerted about the issue, he realized that the nuns’ genuine struggle could be misused by vested interests. It was then he got involved in the protest. As a prophet who does not count the cost, he joined the nuns’ struggle. When a Catholic priest with credibility like Vattoly took up the leadership of the protest, several organizations and activists from all walks of life and faith came expressing solidarity.

The protest was named, ‘Save Our Sisters’-SOS. As the protest progressed, large number of women and men from all walks of life, came expressing their solidarity with the nuns. Some persons voluntarily started indefinite fasting at the protest stage. More than 200 people were present at the protest site at a time. There were social activists, Catholic priests, nuns, men and women from all faiths, film actors, lawyers, authors, journalists and a retired high court judge.

Media, both national and international, were present full time covering the events. The public protest of a group of nuns caught the attention of the whole world.

Everyone had one single question: How did the nuns who are usually silent, obedient and suffering silently all kinds of oppression became bold to come out to raise their voice against a powerful bishop in the Catholic Church?

This has never happened even in Europe or America where feminism and women empowerment movements are active. The nuns who were protesting belonged to a small diocesan congregation completely under the control of the accused bishop.

The nuns and priests who doubt the genuineness of the case and defend the bishop do not make any serious analysis to know the truth behind the issue. The journalists, retired judges and activists did not spend their time, energy and money without studying the genuineness of the whole issue.

The depressing fact is the silence of the bishops of India. None of them have the prophetic courage to speak out. Some are defending the accused bishop. Some popular retreat preachers, who run the ‘religious industry’ in the Church, have gone all out to defend the accused bishop. They present the whole issue as deliberate attack on the Church by evil forces and present the accused bishop as a living martyr. Some dioceses and institutions have printed full size photo of the accused bishop on their publications.

The Church authorities who were earlier proud of Father Vattoly now started issuing warning letters to him threatening punitive action. Father Vattoly who is rooted in Christ and his mission was not afraid of any consequences. He is preparing himself for bigger struggles.

The media and people who know the sincerity of this saintly priest are standing firmly behind his prophetic mission. “We need to pay the price and go ahead without looking for fruits. God will do the rest,” are the words this prophet repeats often.

The Church leadership which has drifted away from the way of Christ cannot see the dangers ahead of them. They travel to Europe often, but have not learned lessons from the empty churches and convents there. They fail to understand the meaning of what Jesus said two thousand years ago, “Put the new wine in new wineskins; if you put the new wine in the old wineskin, the wineskin will be broken and wine will be wasted.”

Those who preach repentance to simple people refuse to repent and return to the way of Christ. Instead of acting as good shepherds, they become thieves and remain stumbling blocks in the way of God’s mission.

Father Vattoly usually works behind and do not wish to get publicity. Only during the protest of nuns he led the struggle from the front to give a message that a Catholic priest is in the front line in the fight against a bishop.

This gave greater credibility to the protest because there were many agitations in the past against the Church by many secular people and political organizations. Father Vattoly deliberately took the risk with clear conscience to give a clear message. The Church has to be cleansed by prophets from within.

The Church needs many more prophets like Father Vattoly to liberate people who are oppressed and exploited. When will the consecrated men and women in India who are more than 100,000 in number awaken to their genuine call of God and act to reform the Church?
SOCIAL WORK IS NOT THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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By Varghese Alengaden, Indore, September 26, 2018
I was sad when told about the orders against Sr. Lucy Kalappurackal by the parish priest and the superiors of her congregation. The member of the Franciscan Clarist Congregation had participated in a protest to show solidarity with five nuns of the Missionaries of Jesus demanding justice. Kalappurackal’s parish priest had to revoke his order under pressure from the public.
Still worse was the official statement of the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council (KCBC) that condemned the priests and nuns who had expressed solidarity with the protesting nuns. Even the Orthodox Church censured Yohanan Ramban who too had joined the protest at Kochi.

Instead of censuring them, the Kerala Church should have hailed the prophetic stand these priests and nuns took when the vast majority of their confreres committed the sin of silence.

The bishops who condemn the nuns’ ‘street protest’ for human dignity and justice seem to forget the number of protest rallies they and their predecessors had organized in the past with priests, nuns and laity in the front. How do they explain the protest bishops and priests organized in 1957 against the world’s first democratically elected Communist government in Kerala? How could they encourage the rallyists to shout slogans of revenge and violence? The Church justified those protests in the street as the means to safeguard its educational institutions.

The hierarchy has encouraged the laity and religious to come to the streets to protest whenever the government tried to control the business of the Church run institutions. Those rallies raised revengeful and unchristian slogans. How can the Church leadership and superiors condemn the priests and nuns who came to the streets to safeguard human dignity? Isn’t it hypocrisy?

The bishops’ attitude reminds me of ostrich that hides its head in sand in times of danger only to be killed. The words and acts by the Church leaders without reading the signs of the time are suicide. Instead of taking time to study the issues in the light of Christ’s teachings the leaders seem to be in a hurry to impose their institutional discipline.

It is human to make mistakes. Individuals and institutions managed by humans are bound to fail and fall. People with spiritual orientation would accept their mistakes and rise again to go forward with humility. However, what the Kerala bishops are doing is to control prophets instead of defending the unchristian says some of the Church leaders.

The Church’s 2,000-year-old history is replete with stories of such rise and fall because they were led by humans. The Church was blessed by great prophets and saints in different times to renew it. Whenever the leaders acted with pride and failed to read the signs of the times the Church has suffered. God was gracious to send prophets such as Pope John XXIII, St. Francis of Assisi and now Pope Francis to renew the mission of Christ.

The Church began as a spiritual movement started by Jesus for the integral liberation of humanity. However, it was replaced by the mighty institutional Church with the patronage of the emperors starting with Constantine. It birthed the mighty institutional Church with a powerful hierarchy. It has unlimited and unquestionable power over the people, besides wealth and property accumulated in the name of God.

The Gospel of Christ was misinterpreted and replaced by dogmas and complex doctrines. Critical thinking and freedom of speech were suppressed by the vow of obedience to those in authority. Creativity and personal growth were prevented by the rule of detachment to world in the pretext of attachment to God. Reading and research were censored and limited to superstitious devotions and irrelevant rituals under the control of the cultic priests.

Prophets who questioned the injustice and hypocrisy were excommunicated and even murdered as heretics. Young men and women were recruited as monks and nuns to defend and expand the religious empire. Theology and laws were framed to control the lives of people and strengthen the religious empire. All these things were done in the name of Christ and building up His kingdom.

Prophets and saints came in different times in the history to challenge and correct the corrupt ways but their impact was either short lived or suppressed by the mighty imperial powers. The religious industry thrived and became a multinational company misusing the name of Christ and misinterpreting His teachings.
Faithfully following the way of Christ is the only way the Church can face modern challenges. But unfortunately it embroiled in internal conflicts, financial corruption and scandals of immorality. Following the way of Christ is the only solution to make the Church relevant in the world where it is facing opposition from various forces.

Accept the mistakes, repent and adopt the following suggestions for renewal. Resolving to practice them urgently can renew the Church to fulfill the mission of Christ in letter and spirit.

Bishops, priests and religious superiors should ask every time the basic question: What would Jesus do if He were here? The Gospel and the example of Christ should lead us more than man-made Canon Law and constitution of the congregations. Often the laws in these books are contrary to the way of Christ. Church is not just bishops and priests!

It is time for them to follow the good shepherds. Let the prophetic Church rise to keep up the legacy of Christ, the greatest prophet.
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