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MICHAEL PRABHU, DECEMBER 30, 2019
Fr Varghese Alengaden’s New Age organisation, the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM), nurtured by bishops, preaches retreats to them - 02
Fr. Varghese Alengaden’s USM promotes a false and ephemeral New Age peace, interfaith prayer, interreligious dialogue, syncretism universalism, relativism/pluralism, etc.

I examined several dozen USM-related stories on the Internet, and did not find a mention of Jesus, His mission, evangelization, the problem of sin, the salvation of souls, etc.

RELATED FILES 
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT NURTURED BY BISHOPS, PREACHES RETREATS TO THEM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT_NURTURED_BY_BISHOPS_PREACHES_RETREATS_TO_THEM.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA AND FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_AND_FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
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The syncretistic USM logo
Solidarity movement to organize retreat for bishops
http://almayasabdam.com/solidarity-movement-to-organize-retreat-for-bishops/
Indore, May 7, 2015
CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE AND ALMAYASABDAM-ANTICATHOLIC MEDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_AND_ALMAYASABDAM-ANTICATHOLIC_MEDIA.doc
CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE OF DR JAMES KOTTOOR IS LIBERAL AND NEW AGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_OF_DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR_IS_LIBERAL_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
The Universal Solidarity Movement (USM), which is committed to promote peace and harmony, plans to organize a retreat for bishops.
USM national coordinator Fr. Varghese Alengaden says the retreat is only for bishops because of the great influence they have in their dioceses and the impact they can make both within the Church and in society. Those who are open to new ways will enrich themselves much from this leadership retreat, he claimed.

“Surely this is not a traditional retreat. It is fully based on the life and teachings of Christ. It is an opportunity to explore new possibilities,” Father Alengaden added.

The retreat is scheduled for August 18-25* at Indore, the commercial capital of the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.

Fr. Jacob Peenickaparampbil, a member of Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, will join Fr Alengaden as the retreat preachers. The two priests have conducted many retreats and seminars for several groups of priests and religious across the country.

The central theme of the retreat is ‘what would Jesus do if he were present today?’ The first two days will be spent for an exclusive pilgrimage with Christ with the help of the famous film ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ by Franco Zeffirelli.

The rest of the days will be spent in reflecting on the socio-political scenario and various challenges faced by the Church today. The whole retreat will be based on the person of Jesus and his way of leadership. This retreat has helped many provincials, formators and principals to make innovative changes in their communities and institutions.

USM’s objective is to develop enlightened leadership, to develop responsible citizens, to create ecological consciousness, to promote among religions and ethnic groups, to create awareness of values enshrined in the preamble of the Indian Constitution, Fr Alengaden said.

USM was launched on July 16, 1993 in Indore, to ease the sectarian tension prevailing in India following the demolition of an ancient mosque in Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.
According to its website, the original idea came from the Taize community in France where people of various religions live together in a prayerful atmosphere.

USM, with its broad, inclusive and lasting vision of building a civilization of love in a world of hatred and violence promotes a pluralistic spirituality focusing on acceptance, appreciation and promotion of diversity in all its dimensions. Its core principle is to transform the world by self transformation.

The movement has reached out to 800 high schools and junior colleges all over India promoting peace, justice, true democracy and solidarity to teachers, students, parents and other groups.

The movement has trained hundreds of student leaders and teachers from various parts of India to become enlightened leaders to provide an alternative to the present day corrupt and selfish leaders, the website claims.
Father Varghese Finds Connection through Universal Principles and Values
http://www.globalpeace.org/blog/father-varghese-finds-connection-through-universal-principles-and-values
February 28, 2014

“God has no one name, no one face, no one color or one shape. God is pluralistic.” –Father Varghese
Then, why do we fight to preserve the name that we know, the characteristic that we identify with, and the color that we prefer?  Why has God become a “commodity that is up for sale”?

Father Varghese Alengaden, a Catholic priest from India and founder of the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM), recounted his personal journey that has led him to placing truth and spirituality above what he identified as "religiosity".  

Father Varghese grew up in a devout Catholic family in the South of India.  He joined the priesthood, compelled by his upbringing and faith.  In his early years as a priest, he traveled to northern India as a missionary.  As he preached and experienced life with his Northern brothers and sisters, his eyes were opened to the injustices and the shortcomings of Indian society. India prides itself for its diversity and pluralism. However, Father Varghese saw how obsession with faith, caste and ethnic identity were tearing the Indian people apart.

He prayed, seeking for clarity in truth and his connection with God.  He realized that we tear each other down and split families apart because we have become consumed with religiosity. Father Varghese defines religiosity as the outward practice and traditions of religion.  In our search for connection to community through rituals and beliefs, we have turned a blind eye to the fundamental values and principles of our faiths that actually bind us together.

Father Varghese founded USM to bring back the focus to common values and ethics found within world religions and lessen overzealous emphasis on religiosity.  His search for common ground reminds us that the journey to establish peace must go beyond self-promotion and self-preservation if it is to succeed.

He concluded by encouraging the audience to reconnect to the essential principles of one's own spirituality, principles such as love, justice, honor, respect and dignity.
Watch the full video:
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Father Varghese Alengaden Speaks on Interfaith Partnerships (Dec. 7)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JwdUeHSrvpg
March 5, 2014
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ICPA holds General Body Meting in Indore
http://indiancatholicpress.org/icpa-holds-general-body-meeting-in-indore/
March 27, 2018
The 54th Annual General Body meeting of the Indian Catholic Press Association (ICPA) was held at the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) of Value Education for peace, Indore on 10 March 2018. The meeting began with a hymn to the Holy Spirit led by Srs. Tessy and Rosely and a prayer by Fr. Varghese S.J.
President Fr Alfonso Elengikal welcomed the members expressing regret for the inconvenience caused due to change of venue from St Arnold’s Seva Sadan to USM. He requested the members to help each other to bring up the Organization. He appreciated Fr. Suresh Mathew and team for their wonderful work and support to ICPA and especially to set up our office in Delhi.

Bishop Salvadore Lobo, the Ecclesiastical Advisor of ICPA and Chairman of the CBCI Office for Social Communications, in a brief address to the members before the meeting, expressed the need to encourage more young people into the Organization. He felt that this AGM was special for two things: Firstly, because it is a place close to Bl. Rani Maria’s martyrdom and the city where she was beatified. Secondly, it is in the diocese of Bishop Chacko, who has always been media savy, and who is also the former chairman of the CBCI Media Commission as well as the FABC Media chairman. Bishop Lobo also appreciated Fr. Varghese Alengaden who lights a candle in the hearts of many young people.
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Secretary Jose Vincent presented the minutes of the last AGM held in Nagpur. The report was proposed to be passed by Fr. Francis Britto and seconded by Fr. Varghese Paul.
Later, a working report of 2017-18 was presented by the Secretary.
Treasurer Fr. Jayan Nakapuzha presented the audited account till December 31, 2017 and it was proposed to be passed by Fr Varghese Paul and seconded by Mr. Lawrence Coelho.

Constitution Update: Vice-president Mr. Ignatius Gonsalves, the Chairman of the Constitution Update Committee, said that very few had suggested any major changes when a word version of the present constitution was circulated among the members seeking an update. However, he said that the old Constitution has been thoroughly updated with a lot of things which were missing, for example, the landmark events in the life of ICPA. He requested the members to go through it thoroughly when the copy of the amended constitution would be circulated.

Venue & Date for next AGM: Some members suggested the Eastern Region for holding the next AGM. Fr. Sunil said that in Odisha region there is the possibility except that flights at present are not available to Jharsuguda. But the possibility of having it in Bhubaneswar also could be looked into. The consensus, however, was for Jharsuguda, if it is held in that region. Mr. Reggie David from Jabalpur expressed the willingness to host the AGM at Jabalpur. Thus, both the possibilities were kept open.

A theme proposed for the next AGM was “Role of Media in Promoting a Pluralistic Society.”
Seminar on Youth and Nation Building
http://divyadaan.org/seminar-on-youth-and-nation-building/
September 22, 2018

A two day seminar on “Youth and Nation Building” was organized by Divyadaan: Salesian Institute of Philosophy, Nashik on 21st and 22nd September, 2018. The resource person was Rev. Fr Varghese Alengaden, founder of the Universal Solidarity Movement. The participants consisted primarily of priests, nuns, novices and the teachers of Kilbil St. Joseph’s High School, besides the brothers of Divyadaan. The seminar began with a prayer service. Fr Banzelão, the principal of Divyadaan welcomed and felicitated the resource person with a sapling.
Fr Varghese introduced the seminar with a pointed question: What is the role of youth in the country? The rest of the seminar was a response to this primary question. Fr Varghese explained that the youth of today are conditioned by their attitudes and responses to the situations around them. He went on to discuss some of the vital problems plaguing youngsters today, namely, Suicide, Violence, Substance abuse, Obsession with career and Lack of vision. He shared his conviction that the best solution to all these problems is education, and not just any education but education as envisaged by Swami Vivekananda: “We want an education which builds character, increases the strength of mind, expands intellect and equips a person to stand on his feet.”

On the second day, Fr Varghese adopted a new strategy for communicating his message. He screened the film Iqbal and used it to explain the vital role that mentors play in the lives of students. The rationale behind this strategy was seeing theory applied in practical action has a stronger effect on the minds of the audience than mere talking has. Once the movie ended, the participants broke into groups for discussion and sharing. They were encouraged to share their thoughts, reflections and learnings. This proved to be an effective exercise as they were able to articulate what they had picked up from the seminar while at the same time, being influenced by the sharing of others in the group. The seminar concluded on this joyful and educative note. All the participants left enriched, inspired and enthused to be excellent mentors to the young people they encounter.

YCS / YSM National Convention at Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh – Day 2

http://www.kryc.org/ycs_news33.html 
19th May, 2014
YCS / YSM National Convention started at 6.45am with Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Marie Joseph RYD of Karnataka Region. At 7.30am interreligious prayer meeting was conducted by YCS/YSM students. 

At 9am two sessions were organised. One for animators; which was led by Fr. Varghese Alengaden, USM Indore and for students Mr. Raymond D’Souza, from Mumbai. He spoke on ‘my role in conscientizing the society’.

At 11 am His Excellency Shri Ram Naresh Yadav, Honorable Governor of MP officially inaugurated the YCS/YSM Convention and addressed the delegates those who gathered from YCS/YSM Regions of India. In his speech he encouraged and appreciated the YCS/YSM movement and its contribution in nation building.
National Animators Training Programme held at USM, Indore
https://www.ycsysmindia.com/more/news/137-top-stories/524-national-animators-training-programme-held-at-usm-indore
USM, Indore, 23 - 30 May 2015
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Report
The much awaited National animators Training programme was held at USM, Indore from 23-30 May 2015. 17 animators from Chennai, Mangalore, Udupi and Delhi participated in it. Fr. Charles guided the programme with the apt support of Fr. Varghese Alengaden…

With the morning mass the participants were led through the inter-religious prayer before the start of the session. ..
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MORE RELATED FILES

NEW AGE PEACE-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
SOCIAL WORK IS NOT THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SOCIAL_WORK_IS_NOT_THE_PRIMARY_MISSION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
WHAT IS GENUINE CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_IS_GENUINE_CATHOLIC_SOCIAL_JUSTICE.doc
SHOULD THE CHURCH BE SAVING SOULS OR SAVING SOCIETY?

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHOULD_THE_CHURCH_BE_SAVING_SOULS_OR_SAVING_SOCIETY.doc
ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL.doc
ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL FR AUBREY MASCARENHAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL_FR_AUBREY_MASCARENHAS.doc
ELEMENTS SEARCHINGS SEEDS RAYS OF OTHER RELIGIONS VS THE FULLNESS OF CHRISTIAN REVELATION – FALSE JUSTIFICATION OF RELIGIOUS PLURALISM AND DIALOGUE

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ELEMENTS_SEARCHINGS_SEEDS_RAYS_OF_OTHER_RELIGIONS_VS_THE_FULLNESS_OF_CHRISTIAN_REVELATION.doc
RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RELIGIOUS_PLURALISM.doc
WHY ALL RELIGIONS CAN’T BE RIGHT-NICHOLAS LABANCA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_ALL_RELIGIONS_CANT_BE_RIGHT-NICHOLAS LABANCA.doc
THE TRUTH OF THE CHURCH-ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_TRUTH_OF_THE_CHURCH-ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL.doc
INDIFFERENTISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIFFERENTISM.doc
ARE ALL RELIGIONS EQUAL? 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ARE_ALL_RELIGIONS_EQUAL.doc
NEUTRALITY AS THE NEW PAGANISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEUTRALITY_AS_THE_NEW_PAGANISM.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 01-POPE BENEDICT XVI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_01-POPE_BENEDICT_XVI.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 02-GOA CATHOLICS OPPOSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_02-GOA_CATHOLICS_OPPOSE.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 03-THE FALSE KIND 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_03-THE_FALSE_KIND.doc
THE TYRANNY OF DIALOGUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_TYRANNY_OF_DIALOGUE.doc
DIALOGUE AND THE NON-CONFRONTATIONAL CHURCH OF NICE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DIALOGUE_AND_THE_NON-CONFRONTATIONAL_CHURCH_OF_NICE.doc
