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                                                                                              JUNE 28, 2018, UPDATED 
Gang rape accessory charges, Fr. Alfonso Aind arrested
Jharkhand gang-rape case: Missionary school head among three arrested
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/jun/23/jharkhand-gang-rape-case-missionary-school-head-among-three-arrested-1832598.html
Father Alfonso, against whom an FIR was registered for aiding and abetting the crime, was, however, let off on personal bond after preliminary interrogation.

Ranchi, June 23, 2018 

Head of a missionary school and two other persons have been arrested in the alleged kidnap and gang rape of five women activists at Kochang village in Khunti district of Jharkhand earlier this week, the police said today.
Father Alfonso Alien of the missionary school, from where the victims were abducted, and two others spotted during an identification parade were arrested last night, Additional Director General of Police (ADG), R K Malik told reporters here.

Father Alfonso, against whom an FIR was registered for aiding and abetting the crime, was, however, let off on personal bond after preliminary interrogation, he said.

The other two accused have been identified as Ajub Sandi Purti and Ashish Longo. Their statements have been recorded before the judicial magistrate under Section 164 of the CrPC, and sent to judicial custody, the ADG said.

Four other persons have been identified in the case and they will be arrested soon, he said.

Two FIRs were registered in the heinous crime which took place on June 19.

While one FIR was filed against unidentified persons at a women police station in Khunti district, another was filed against Father Alfonso in Arki police station on Thursday, Superintendent of Police Aswini Kumar Sinha had said.

The ADG said that the sordid incident was an outcome of a "conspiracy and vengeance" hatched by people involved in 'Pathalgarhi' (a practice in which villagers inscribe various tenets on huge stone slabs and ban outsiders in their area) and the Naxal outfit of the Peoples Liberation Front of India (PLFI).

Malik said the accused came to the missionary school and forcibly took the victims to a nearby forest, where John Johannes Tidu, the top leader of Pathalgarhi incidents in Khunti district, was waiting with several PLFI people to teach the activists a lesson.

The officer said Father Alfonso reportedly asked the victims to accompany the criminals and told them that they would be let off after some time. 
The school head, however, asked the criminals to only let off two nuns working with him, Malik said.

The ADG said Father Alfonso was duty bound to report the matter to the police, but he tried to hush the matter.

To a question as to why the school head was released on personal bond when he was clearly found abetting the crime, the police officer said that as soon as more concrete and corroborative evidence would be found, the police would take appropriate action.

Khunti Superintendent of Police, Aswini Kumar Sinha had earlier said Rs 50,000 would be given to those giving information about the absconding accused in the case.

Khunti gang-rape was pre-planned: NCW
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/khunti-gang-rape-incident-pre-planned-ncw-1272245-2018-06-28
June 28, 2018

The National Commission for Women today said today the alleged gang rape of five NGO workers at gunpoint in Jharkhand's Khunti district was pre-planned, and it questioned the role of the manager of the school from where the women were abducted.
The five women had gone to Kochang village in the district to create awareness on migration and human trafficking on June 19, when they were allegedly abducted from RC Mission School and later gang raped at gunpoint.

The NCW, which had sent a three-member team to Khunti, cast serious doubts over the conduct of Father Alfonso Aiend, the school manager who reportedly failed to inform authorities about the abduction of the 'nukkad natak' team members.

Submitting a report into the gang-rape cases of NGO activists in Jharkhand, the National Commission for Women (NCW) has called the horrific incident "pre-planned and executed in a professional manner".
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The team also states that the case has been "by and large efficiently handled by the administration and police officials".

The NCW took suo-moto cognizance of media reports and formed a three-member team on June 22, which was sent to Jharkhand.

The team met the district collector, superintendent of police, state women commission, block development officer and sub-divisional police officer. The seven-point findings focus directly on the role of Father Alphonso Aiend.

Aiend has been arrested by state police for allegedly "aiming to teach a lesson to women activists for spreading awareness in the Pathalgadi area".

The report states, "Apparent that the incident was pre-planned and had been executed in a professional manner. Further, it also casts serious doubts about the conduct of Father Aiend, who not only asked to spare only two women (sisters/nuns), but also failed to inform the authorities about the abduction of the nukad natak team members. He also persuaded the victims to not disclose the facts to anyone. It is, therefore, considered that he has definitely acted contrary to the legal requirements and possibly connived with the accused."

The report goes on to add that the "police authorities informed that due to ongoing anti-establishment Pathalgadi movement, there were difficulties in reaching the area to locate the accused.

Police have released a sketch of one of the five suspects and announced a reward of Rs 50,000 for providing information about them.

"He also persuaded the victims to not disclose the facts to anyone. It is, therefore, considered that he has definitely acted contrary to the legal requirements and possibly connived with the accused in committing the crime," the NCW said.

The NCW team also interacted with the two sisters and nuns who had accompanied the survivors to Kochang area.

Details of action taken by the state administration were also scrutinised by the fact-finding team and based on the interactions, the role of Father Aiend in the incident has been questioned by the team.

Jharkhand School Head Asked Victims to go with Gang-Rape Accused: Police
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/jharkhand-school-head-asked-victims-to-go-with-gang-rape-accused-police-1873102
Ranchi, June 26 2018
The head of the school, from where the five women working with an NGO were allegedly kidnapped and gang raped, had asked the victims to go with the accused and later told them to not report the incident, a top Jharkhand Police officer claimed.


Additional Director General of Police R K Malik denied that Father Alfonso Alien, head of the missionary school, was being framed in the matter, and said there were "concrete evidences" against him in the case.
The Jharkhand Police refuted the allegations a day after Bishop Mascarenhas, the General Secretary of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI), told reporters that Father Alfonso was allegedly being framed.
Father Alfonso, the head of school from where the five women working with an NGO were allegedly kidnapped and later gang raped in Kochang village of Khunti district on June 19, had been booked on June 22 for not reporting the incident to police.
However, he was let off on a personal bond after preliminary interrogation.
Two others spotted during an identification parade were also arrested on the night of June 22. They were sent to judicial custody.
They were arrested based on strong evidence, Mr. Malik said.
"The police never takes action on the basis of religion or caste. They do it within the framework of the law and the police have done the same in the case of the gang rape," he said.
"The allegations are completely false as Father Alfonso had called the troupe to perform a play in the missionary school. When the criminals came, Father Alfonso asked them to leave out the nuns and told the five women to go with the culprits for two hours," Mr. Malik said.
The ADG claimed that the accused gang raped the five women and also indulged in "unnatural acts" with the three men, who had accompanied the women.
"After four hours, when the women were taken back to the missionary, Father Alfonso had advised them not to report the matter to the police," Mr. Malik said.
The ADG also claimed that a day later, Father Alfonso went to Khunti, and told the women not to take the incident forward, or else the lives of their relatives would be in danger.
"His (Father Alfonso) conduct before and after the incident itself is clear evidence of the missionary's involvement," he said.
"The victims, the assaulted men and both the criminals have narrated the entire incident under Section 164 of CrPC and confirmed Father Alfonso's involvement," he said.
The five women were allegedly raped at gunpoint by a group of at least five men, when they had gone to the village under Arki police station to create awareness on migration and human trafficking. 
New Indian Express

July 13, 2018

"The clergy might approach the court on the issues such as the arrest of a Father in the Kochang rape case, Rev. Mascarenhas (Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, Secretary General, CBCI) said. ‘Why only the Father was arrested? Why was Sanjay Sharma, who runs the NGO, spared?’"
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