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Ghosts
By Susan Brinkmann, Women of Grace Ministries 
Study finds many Americans blending Christianity with New Age beliefs
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3592  

By Susan Brinkmann, December 10, 2009

A new study has found that many Americans like to “mix and match” their spirituality, often blending Christianity with Eastern religions and New Age beliefs.

According to a survey of more than 4,000 American adults by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion and Public Life, large numbers of Americans engage in multiple religious practices, regularly attending worship services at more than one faith or denomination and preferring to “build their own” religion by blending elements from diverse traditions.

“Underscoring the spiritual ‘openness’ of American religious life, the survey finds that many blend Christianity with Eastern or New Age beliefs such as reincarnation, astrology and the presence of spiritual energy in physical objects,” the report says. “And sizeable minorities of all major U.S. religious groups say they have experienced supernatural phenomena, such as being in touch with the dead or with ghosts.”

Other key findings include: 

• Among Christians, who make up an overwhelming majority of Americans, roughly one-in-five Protestants (18%) say they attend non-Protestant services, and the same percentage of Catholics (18%) say they sometimes attend non-Catholic services.

• Nearly half the public (49%) says they have had a “religious or mystical experience,” more than twice as high as in a 1962 Gallup survey (22%). In fact, religious and mystical experiences are more common today among those who are unaffiliated with any particular religion (30%) than they were in the 1960s among the public as a whole.

• One in four Americans say they believe in Eastern and New Age ideas such as reincarnation, yoga as a spiritual exercise, astrology, and the notion that a spiritual energy permeates all of creation.

 • Three in 10 Americans say they believe they have been in touch with someone who has died with one in five saying they believe they have been in the presence of a ghost.

• Sixteen percent expressed a belief in occult powers such as the “evil eye” and the ability to curse and cast spells.

“It’s as much now the norm as it is the exception for Americans to blend multiple religious beliefs and practices,” said Alan Cooperman, associate director for research at the Pew Forum.

Scott Thumma, sociologist at the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, told The Associated Press that “culture, pop culture and the Internet are probably more powerful teachers than Sunday school teachers.”
One participant in the survey, Maryann Bogus, 59, of Kingsport, TN, would probably agree. She told The Associated Press that she attends an evangelical Christian church twice a week and still believes in reincarnation even though her church teaches otherwise. She also believes in astrology, yoga, and spiritual energies, which she learned from “watching TV and listening” and sees no conflict between these beliefs and her Christianity.

Do you believe in ghosts?

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=24#more-24 

By Susan Brinkmann, January 7/12, 2010
LH writes: “Could you please give us some insight on the book Twilight? I have not read the book myself but my understanding of the book is that it is about vampires. The book is very popular with the teens and younger ages. My granddaughter is 10 years old and has read the book and is showing interest in astrology and ghosts. Her mother is also into the new age and purchased the book for her and also took her to the movie “New Moon”. My son doesn’t seem to think that there is anything wrong with my granddaughter’s interest in this. I told my son that I didn’t think that kind of book was appropriate for his children. What can I do to get her and my son off of the path of the new age?”

There is so much that could be written about this subject, but because this is just a blog and I don’t want to burden readers with a lengthy post, I’m going to focus on just the essentials.

According to The Church and Spiritualism by Herbert Thurston, S.J. (1856-1939) one of the world’s leading authorities on spiritualism:
1) the Church has not pronounced upon the essential nature of spiritualistic phenomena such as ghosts; (See Catechism #2116)
2) the Church forbids the faithful to take part in any spiritualistic practices (séances, mediumship, and other means of conjuring the dead)
3) the Church suspects diabolical agencies may be responsible for those manifestations that do occur.

During his day, when séances were all the rage in parlors from London to New York, Fr. Thurston’s extensive experience in the field led him to conclude that while "outside intelligences" do exist and can communicate with us, most of them are mocking and freakish spirits who can be brutal, licentious, malevolent and who have a penchant for lying.

Respected mediums of his time claimed that the spirit world was inhabited by a dangerous collection of beings and warned that the chance of making genuine communication with the spirit of a dead loved one (and not a demon) is about ten to one. 

Anyone who watches programs such as The Haunting can attest to the fact that this is still true today. Many of the spirits who plague the families in these modern-day stories often require a priest and exorcism to get rid of.  

Why devils are usually behind hauntings and séance appearances is a matter of plain logic.

Let me explain.

When we die, our soul leaves the body and we essentially become just a "mind" or what some refer to as a "disembodied soul." According to Cardinal A. M. Lepicier in his book, The Unseen World, we will all receive special intellectual abilities from God at the moment of death that will enable us to function without our bodies. This is needed because all of our thought processes are based on the material world of the senses – sight, sound, taste, feeling, etc. – things that will no longer be available to us.

It follows then, that after we’re cut off from our senses, we will also lose the ability to communicate with the material world. 

Theologians teach that "Part of being a physical and spiritual creature means that we use our physical bodies to communicate with physical creatures on earth. Humans have no natural power, either in this life or in the next, to communicate with the material world apart from their bodies. Any such ability would have to come from either a preternatural source (an angel or a demon) or a supernatural source (God)." (Fr. Robert Allgaier, The Ouija Board: A Game or a Gamble? Envoy Magazine, May/June, 2000)

This makes perfect sense because the bodies of disembodied souls are rotting in a grave somewhere, which means there is no body that can appear in a ghostly apparition, no voice-box that can produce a sound, no hands to throw pots and pans around in the middle of the night.   

So how do they "haunt" a house or appear at a séance? They call upon a supernatural (God) or preternatural source (angels/demons) to assist them.  

We already know that God is all-powerful and therefore capable of doing these things, but most people don’t realize that angels and demons are possessed of incredible powers that make them more than capable of manipulating and transforming matter. In other words, they can easily take on the shape and characteristics of a particular person.

But would God allow this? Yes, for specific reasons. Scripture and Tradition tell us that God and His angels sometimes cooperate in appearances of the dead such as in the case of saints who appear to the faithful to warn them or when souls in purgatory are permitted to appear to ask for prayer.

However, we also know from Scripture that God and His angels would never cooperate in anything as frivolous as appearing during a séance or moving around the planchette of a Ouija board. (See Deuteronomy 18:10; Leviticus 19:31, 20:6 and 20:27; Isaiah 8:19, etc.) God explicitly condemns these kinds of activities in the Bible and would never contradict Himself by cooperating with them, nor would He allow one of His angels do so.

This leaves only one other possibility for who might want to cooperate with mediums who are conjuring the dead – the devil.

We already know the devil has the power to do this, and his fanatical hatred for God and man gives him the motive to do so. Even though the devil can do nothing that God does not permit him to do, we all know that the devil is permitted to tempt man in a variety of ways, including this one. (See Catechism #395)

The likelihood of demonic involvement in ghosts is amply backed up by a pile of evidence collected by both science and the Church, more than enough to determine that the spiritual realm is fraught with danger, especially for the ill-informed, which is why the Church has so wisely forbidden all involvement in this area. (Remember The Exorcist? This movie was based on the case of a little boy who was using an Ouija board to communicate with who he thought was a favorite aunt who had recently died. We all know how that story ended!)

But what should really makes us question the "who" behind the hauntings is the fact that for all the appearances of other-worldly souls, not one (except Jesus, the Blessed Mother and the saints) has ever told us anything worthwhile, such as warning us about Sept. 11 or how to solve any of the many complex issues of our day. Compare this rather dismal record to just one of Mary’s apparitions – at Guadalupe - where she put an end to the senseless slaughter of millions of "human sacrifices" to Aztec gods. 
Channeling Farrah

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=142#more-142
By Susan Brinkmann, June 28, 2010
In a new interview appearing in Out Magazine, actress Tori Spelling claims that her former neighbor, the late Farrah Fawcett, communicated with her from the dead during a session she was having with TV psychic John Edward.

Spelling claims she was consulting with Edward with the hope of contacting her deceased father when the psychic interrupted the session to say that Farrah Fawcett was "coming through".

"It was pretty surreal," Spelling said. "We were neighbors for years. She basically wanted me to give a message to [Fawcett's son] Redmond and to her family and she was doing these very specific call-outs for things that they would understand."

Spelling’s tale may be nothing more than a publicity stunt for her new book, Uncharted TerriTORI, but she is adamant about what happened.

"If it had been some psychic that I’d walked in off the street for five bucks it would have been different. But it came through John Edward," she says. "He’s a medium, so he channels people. I’ve been to regular psychics that turn over cards, tarot cards, and sort of read your future, that type of thing. But, with him, literally people just come to him and say things that they want the person to hear."

Apparently, Spelling makes a habit of contacting the dead. She spoke about a time when she and her husband contacted his deceased parents. "They were coming through and they were saying things that literally only Dean would know, that I had no idea about. So, I don’t know, I believe in all of that."

Prominent celebrity psychics like John Edward make it all seem very real and even ordinary. Edward, who has his own TV show on the Sci Fi channel, claims to be a Catholic whose clientele includes priests and nuns. Even though he acknowledges that the Church opposes what he does, he says he often prays the rosary and meditates before making contact with the spirits. To say the Church opposes what he does is an understatement. The Lord God Himself has spoken against the practice of contacting the dead and has done so vehemently.

"Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughter in the fire, nor a fortune-teller or soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead. Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord." (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

The main reason the Lord makes this strong statement is because of the dangers involved in dabbling around in the spiritual realm, a place that is fraught with peril for the unsuspecting. Even though New Agers like to create an assortment of sweetly-named spiritual beings such as "spirit guides" or "avatars" or "ascended masters," their only proof that these beings exist is from other psychics and channelers.

According to information gleaned from Scripture, historical records and tradition (such as the revelations of the saints), we know of only three beings who exist in this realm – God, angels/demons, and disembodied human souls.

For reasons described in detail in my blog on Ghosts http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=24, we know that God is capable of appearing but would never do so during a "séance" or "channeling session" because He has condemned these practices. Nor would angels do this because they are His messengers and can only do what He commands.

Disembodied souls (what most of us call "ghosts") do not have the ability to communicate with the living because humans have no natural power, either in this life or in the next, to communicate with the material world apart from their bodies. Any such ability would have to come from either a preternatural source (an angel or a demon) or a supernatural source (God). (I explain this in much more detail on the Ghost blog.)

This leaves only one possibility – demons. Anyone who has even a modest education in these matters knows that one of the devil’s favorite tricks is to masquerade and deceive. He especially likes to appear as an "angel of light" or, in this case, as a Charlie’s angel. The devil certainly has the power to do this, and his fanatical hatred for God and man gives him the motive to do so. Even though the devil can do nothing that God does not permit him to do, we all know that the devil is permitted to tempt man in a variety of ways, including this one. (See Catechism #395)

The practice of contacting the dead is dangerous for the clients, and especially for the channelers who are allowing demons to use them for the purpose of luring people into sin against the command of the Almighty.

Anyone who wonders what kind of damage is done to a person who serves as a medium need only read the testimony of former clairvoyants such as Moira Noonan (author of Ransomed from Darkness). 

"As I became more psychically proficient, I actually began to see angels and demons," writes Noonan. "I saw so many things, most of which I didn’t want to see. Demons, after all, don’t approach one gently, asking 'do you have time for me now?' Once the door is open, they bombard you. I eventually found it hard to sleep because my mind was always rushing, without interruption . . . Ask anyone who’s been a psychic, especially a clairvoyant. They will tell you the same thing: they have no peace." A booklet on psychics is available in the Learn to Discern series.

More about ghosts

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=148#more-148
By Susan Brinkmann, July 6, 2010

LL writes: “I am a 41 year old cradle Catholic. I recently saw a book my godmother is reading, about a medium who is from the westside of Cleveland who claims to help people who have died and haven’t gone over to the other side. My godmother is convinced that her mother had a ghost in her apartment before she died, and that this woman helped it “go towards the light.”  She also said her sister had this woman come out to her house, to help some other guy who hadn’t crossed over. 

When I told her that I would’ve called a priest if I thought there was spiritual activity in my home, she claimed that this woman doesn’t communicate with evil spirits – just poor souls who got confused or had reasons that they couldn’t go over to the other side. Yikes! 
Obviously my godmother is/was Catholic – she’s my godmother. However, she’s drifting into spiritualism. She even said that her sister put some seed over every doorway, to keep any more spirits from entering. Can you give me some resources that I can use when talking to my godmother?”
Some of the best resources to recommend would be Father Herbert Thurston’s two books on spiritualism, Ghosts and Poltergeists, and The Church and Spiritualism. These books contain absolutely chilling first-hand accounts of poltergeist activity and full-bodied apparitions of spirits, and applies a Catholic lens along with an understanding of the current science of the day to hypothesize about the nature and possibility of ghosts.

Another great choice is Peter Kreeft’s book, Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Heaven which is written in an easy-to-read Q&A format by someone who is very faithful to Church teaching.

Even though I’ve already written a blog about ghosts, let me quote from Kreeft’s book in this blog to add to our collection of information about this very fascinating subject. First of all, Kreeft warns us that the Church forbids any attempt to conjure the dead (Catechism 2116-2117) even for the purpose of "helping it cross over". The reason for this rule is the incredible danger involved in the spiritual realm where deception by demons is more likely the rule than the exception.

As Kreeft states: "We are out of our depth, our knowledge, and our control once we open the doors to the supernatural. The only openings that are safe for us are the ones God has approved: revelation, prayer, His own miracles, sacraments, and primarily Christ Himself… The danger is not physical but spiritual, and spiritual danger always centers on deception."

Having said that, he goes on to say that he believes there are three kinds of "ghosts".

"First, the most familiar kind: the sad ones, the wispy ones. They seem to be working out some unfinished earthly business, or suffering some purgatorial purification until released from their earthly business. These ghosts would seem to be the ones who just barely made it to Purgatory, who feel little or no joy yet and who need to learn many painful lessons about their past lives on earth."

These may also be the spirits that many claim are "stuck between heaven and earth" but are actually here at God’s command to serve their time in Purgatory.

The second kind are malicious and deceptive spirits — demons. "These are probably the ones who respond to conjurings at séances. They probably come from Hell. Even the chance of that happening should be sufficient to terrify away all temptations to necromancy."

The third kind are "bright, happy spirits of dead friends and family, especially spouses, who appear unbidden, at God’s will, not ours, with messages of hope and love," he writes. "They seem to come from Heaven. Unlike the purgatorial ghosts who come back primarily for their own sakes, these bright spirits come back for the sake of us the living, to tell us all is well. They are aped by evil spirits who say the same, who speak 'peace, peace, when there is no peace'. But the deception works only one way: the fake can deceive by appearing genuine, but the genuine never deceives by appearing fake. Heavenly spirits always convince us that they are genuinely good."

While the Church has made no definitive statement of belief or disbelief in the existence of ghosts, it is certain that there is no such thing as "lost souls" who can’t cross over. After death, we are judged instantly and are either saved or damned. The damned go to hell, and the saved go either to heaven or to purgatory.

Is it possible that souls in purgatory may be sent here by God to work out their purification? Yes. Is it possible that God will occasionally allow us see one of these spirits or even the soul of a departed loved one who is in heaven? Yes. Is it possible that one of these souls might somehow get lost and need our help finding their way back to God? Not hardly.

As LL correctly discerns, her godmother and other family members are definitely falling into the realm of spiritualism and should be stopped immediately before they bring harm to themselves or others. Demons are masterful deceivers and can fool even well trained servants of God.

Scripture minces no words about this. In Revelation 12:9, we are told that Satan is "the deceiver of the whole world.” In 2 Cor. 11: 14, his tactic of appearing as an Angel of Light (or this case, as a person "stuck" between two worlds) is revealed.

In an article written by Brother Ignatius Mary, OLSM, he suggests that anyone who believes they are seeing a ghost should do three things – be skeptical, be cautious, and be willing to test the spirits. As he explains:

"First, we must recognize the GREAT possibility that we are imagining things. The human mind has great imagination capacity and we can psyche ourselves into seeing things that are not there or to misinterpret optical illusions. Second, we must always presume that we may be tricked by Satan and what we see is a demon in disguise or Satan taking advantage of our overactive imaginations or taking advantage of optical illusions. Third, we must be aware that it is possible for the event to be ordained by God."

How can we discern if a spirit is good or evil? Bro. Ignatius gives us four tips:

1) A Godly apparition will NEVER contradict ANY Public Revelation (so we need to be well versed in Public Revelation)

2) A Godly apparition will NEVER lead you to disobey your elders, superiors, or the Church (so we need to be aware of Church teaching)

3) Although meeting a Spirit is scary, a Godly apparition will lead you to peace.

4) A Godly spirit will ALWAYS and without hesitation affirm the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Thus we need to test the spirit with the formula of 1 John 4:1-3

Real Life Ghost Stories Aren’t Fun 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=34539#more-34539
By Susan Brinkmann, October 31, 2014

It’s Halloween – the day for watching spooky movies and dressing up in horrifying costumes – but real-life manifestations of the occult are anything but fun. Consider this letter we received this week: 

Hello and God bless you! I just watched a Women of Grace episode on EWTN about ghosts. I am Catholic and I am a college student. I am wondering if the things I have personally experienced and heard about in our dormitory are demonic. I used to have a roommate who had a “third eye” meaning she could see spirits and all that. It’s nothing intentional, it just happens. One time she was in the room and she saw me walk with my hair in front of my face, walk to the bathroom and slam the door. But it wasn’t really me. I was in school. A few minutes later I came into the room from school and she was shocked. Why did that happen? The “spirit” even wore my clothes. Was that a demon? My roommate also claimed hearing my things move when I wasn’t there. First I thought they were just souls from purgatory trying to get attention but after watching the episode I’m not sure. I heard a story about this girl that used to live in a room a few doors down from mine. She would get nightmares every night about an old man chasing her to rape her. This girl was afraid to sleep. She would cry and cry and finally moved out when, in the dream, the man was just about to rape her. Same man every dream. Never saw him in her life. Was this something demonic? There are plenty of occasions where we hear from our ceiling heavy tables being dragged but no one from the top floor is causing these noises. My roommate could also see faceless spirits. She also mentioned she could see her guardian angel occasionally (not fully but blurry like) but once saw a man very, very tall like her angel but the robes were black. Hair was black, unlike her angel who was wearing bright white clothes and had golden brownish hair. Was this a demon? Were all of the things I mentioned demonic activity? I do not fear these spirits/demons (if they are demons) because I know they fear God and our Blessed Mother. Right now I pray the Rosary and the St. Michael prayer. Please give me advice on things to do to ward off bad spirits. Should I use holy water? If I should, what prayers should I use while sprinkling? And how often should I sprinkle? I apologize for this very long e-mail.” 

Yes, everything described above is demonic, even the so-called guardian angel. As Scripture tells us, “… for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Remember, this is the same person who claims to have a “third eye” – a kind of psychic energy center that allegedly gives person sight beyond the natural – who is obviously consorting with powers other than those of the Almighty to see spirits. Demons are preternatural beings like angels who are possessed of enormous powers (only theirs were corrupted in the fall) which give them the capability to do all of the above mentioned – from sliding furniture around to appearing in human and/or angelic form. The souls in purgatory could not be involved in these manifestations because when they come, they do so to ask for prayer, not to move objects around. 

This kind of poltergeist activity is typical of a demonic infestation. Judging from this and the other manifestations described in your letter, my suggestion would be to find a priest who is familiar with the occult to bless and or exorcise this premises. The person who is relying on her third eye (who could be serving as a conduit for these evil spirits) should be made to renounce her “abilities” and claim Jesus Christ as her Savior. If she’s Catholic, she needs to follow this up with sacramental Confession. Because she has probably established a “bond” with these “powers”, she’ll need someone skilled in deliverance to help her break these bonds and any seals that might have been formed during this time. Whether she realizes it or not, she’s a slave right now, in bondage to dark forces that only appear to be helping her. Their aim is to destroy her and in the end, they will do so. Unless she has faith in the only power who makes Satan shudder, Jesus Christ, she is utterly powerless. If I were you, I would use holy water freely and liberally, all the while invoking the authority of Jesus Christ while cleansing your room and other dorm rooms where these manifestations are occurring. While sprinkling the water, say something like “With the authority of Jesus Christ, I bind you unclean spirits and command you to go to the foot of the cross.” Follow this up with a prayer of praise to Jesus and ask for a new infilling of the Holy Spirit. Say something like, “Jesus, I praise your holy name and ask you to please fill me anew with your Spirit!” In the meantime, we will all pray for your safety and ask Jesus to deliver you from all evil, that you may live your life in His blessed peace. 
Apologist warns about “dabbling” in occult
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=49907    

May 11, 2016
A well-credentialed Protestant scholar and apologist is warning the public about the dangers of fooling around with Ouija boards and psychics because these practices open doors to the supernatural that are extremely difficult to close.

The Christian Post (CP) is reporting on an interview with Jeremiah J. Johnston, Ph.D., who is an Associate Professor of early Christianity at Houston Baptist University and the founder of the Christian Thinkers Society.

During the discussion, which centered on Dr. Johnston’s new book, Unanswered, the young scholar focused on the public’s growing fascination with the occult and paranormal entertainment. 

According to his research, 71 percent of Americans say they’ve had paranormal experiences; 37 percent believe in ghosts; and 56 percent say they believe ghosts are spirits of the dead.

This could explain why shows like The Walking Dead brought in more than 22 million viewers during its fifth season. While Johnston doesn’t outright condemn these shows, he does caution Christians to “find a healthy balance” when it comes to consumption of shows with paranormal content.

“It’s important to balance. … This is one of these difficult issues, like alcohol in the Church and others,” Johnston told the Post earlier this month. “It really comes down to one’s spiritual maturity, it comes down to the priesthood of the believer.”
However, “Anything that takes away from your love for God, anything that detracts you from all the joys that we have in Jesus Christ — [you] should be very careful [about].”

This is especially true when dabbling around in any kind of game or practice that attempts to contact spirits.

“The paranormal is a slippery slope, and it always starts with an Ouija board or reading a horoscope — something that just seems harmless,” he told the Post. “Once you open that door to the demonic it is very difficult to close.”

He cited a 2006 study which found that 73 percent of teens have participated in practices that attempt to contact the dead or engaged in “other related witchcraft activities” beyond just watching shows on TV. And yet only 28 percent say they learned anything at church about the supernatural.

Johnston also fumes about “psychic ministers” who comprise more than 300 psychics in the U.S. who claim to be ordained ministers.

“Astonishingly, some psychics, mediums, and necromancers claim to be Christians in order to lure new clients. They advertise the fact that you are not consulting any ordinary medium but an ordained medium!”

He calls these people “charlatans.”

“They give false names. They rip people off. I get really passionate about this because I have buried children of parents, and I have seen how, in a grieving state, that parent will do anything to contact that child after death — anything,” he told the Post. “They [grieving Christians] have a target on their backs and these liars, these charlatans, claiming to be Christians, target them with some kind of would-be clairvoyance. … The Church has an opportunity to really minister to those who are grieving, [to] be there for them. Be there and be present [so that] they don’t feel like they need to go to a psychic to find some kind of closure.”

His book cites research which has found that nearly 42 million Americans have consulted a psychic, medium or fortune-teller — many of whom report negative experiences.

“Stories are legion that confirm the paranormal world preys on the weakness of a grieving human disposition,” he writes.

Christians must be careful to heed the Bible’s warnings about false prophets, such as 1 John 4:1 which states: “Beloved, do not trust every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they belong to God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

But that could be tough for many Christians, the majority of whom lack discernment, he says. “They do not take this command seriously. Christianity has the most educated general membership in its history, but also the most undiscerning.”

Is it OK to watch ghost shows? 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54820       

November 4, 2016
CH writes: “I greatly enjoy watching ghost shows such as ghost adventures, can me (??) watching this show or shows like it open a door for Satan to enter my home?”

Satan might not be able to get into your house while you are watching these shows, but he can certainly get into your head which is why watching these shows can be a problem.

Watching them purely for entertainment is okay, but it’s much too easy to start to believe in the shows’ portrayal of the afterlife which is rarely – if ever – Christian.

Remember, the Church believes that “ghosts” are likely evil spirits who masquerade as the dead. This position is based on common logic. The dead – once they have left their bodies – have no capacity to communicate with the material world. In order to come back and “haunt” a place, they would have to enlist the help of either a preternatural or supernatural being that has the power to give them a “voice” or provide a “body” that can appear to mortals. We know from the annals of the saints that God does sometimes give the dead permission to appear in order to ask for prayer or for some other important reason, and facilitates their appearance as needed.

However, He clearly condemns all forms of necromancy (summoning the dead) such as what is done through mediums like the Long Island Medium. In Deuteronomy 18:10 He refers to all people who “seek oracles from the dead” to be an “abomination”. Therefore, He would never contradict Himself by facilitating the appearance of a dead soul to a medium.

Angels, who are preternatural beings, also have this power, but the good angels exist only to do His will so they can be eliminated from the list of those who are capable of facilitating an appearance.

And because the dead are not capable of appearing on their own, this leaves only one other source of the kind of power needed to effect an appearance – the devil.

If you open yourself to the belief that the dead can “come back to haunt you”, you may be tempted to give in to attempts to communicate with them, which is where you really run into trouble.

As I said, Satan might not enter your home while you are watching these shows, but he can definitely enter your mind and plant all kinds of suggestions that you are best not to heed.

This article gives a good explanation of the Church’s position on ghosts and is definitely worth a read!
Is Sweden’s Royal Palace Haunted?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=56425 
January 4, 2017
A documentary is scheduled to be aired on public television in Sweden tomorrow which documents the belief that the Royal Palace in Stockholm is haunted.

The AFP is reporting on the special which features Queen Silvia clearly stating her belief that the palace is haunted.

“There are small friends… ghosts. They’re all very friendly but you sometimes feel that you’re not completely alone,” Queen Silvia says in the documentary. “It’s really exciting. But you don’t get scared,” she adds.

Known as Drottningholm Palace, it was built in the 1600s on Lovon island in Stockholm and serves as the permanent resident of King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia.

The king’s sister, Princess Christina, reveals her belief in “energies” during the documentary when she tells viewers that “there is much energy in this house. It would be strange if it didn’t take the form of guises.”

She adds: “There’s stories about ghosts in all old houses. They have been filled with people over the centuries. The energies remain.”

Two of the most well-known ghosts haunting the Stockholm palace are the White Lady and the Gray Man.

According to this article appearing several years ago in the Swedish publication, Aftonbladet, the Gray Man is the oldest ghost at the Royal Palace and generally keeps to the north wing of the building.

“Some say he is from the time when the first castle was built, the Birger Jarl’s time. He is a small man with old-fashioned coat with hood. It is said he appeared to all the kings who lived at the castle – except for King Carl Gustaf,” the article states.

However, the White Lady is by far the most famous ghost. She has been described as being tall and dark haired with delicate features and is seen in a white silk dress with a lace collar. She is said to appear just before or after someone dies at the castle. She is believed to be the late Duchess Agnes of Meran, a German noblewoman who lived in the 1200s. Married to Count Otto of Orlamunde until he died in 1293, she is said to have murdered their children in order to marry Albrect, a Count from Nurnberg. The Count apparently abandoned her and she ended up dying in prison.

Her appearances, usually signaled by the sound of swishing silk, have been amply documented by the royals over the years.

For instance, when Oscar II lay dying, there were many who saw the White Lady walking through the castle, the Aftonbladet reports. This was also the case during the 1920’s when Crown Princess Margaret, the wife of Gustaf VI Adolf lay dying and the palace flag was suddenly lowered to half-staff even though no one had been ordered to do this. When a member of the Royal Guard was sent up to determine who had lowered the flag, he returned looking pale and claiming that he had seen the white lady. Two hours later the princess died.

The currently reigning King Carl Gustaf confessed to having his own experience of the White Lady.

“That was when my grandfather died, Gustav VI Adolf. Me and my sister Christina had eaten dinner and were heading back to my private apartment at the castle. We passed through Bernadotte gallery. We had an adjutant with us, an experienced officer. Instead of going with us, he went suddenly off to the other end of the salon. He walked as in a trance. We called him. Then he shrugged and mumbled something that he would turn off the lights there. Years later he told me that he had seen the white lady in the parlor. He felt like a strong suction from her. He had to go against her. It was like a spell, and it was not broken until we had shouted at him.”

The guard dared not tell him this at the time and the King did not say if someone had died either before or after this particular sighting.

“Personally, I have not seen the White Lady, but I, like so many others here at the castle, felt strange things,” the King added.

Most of the ghost stories are tied to the guest floor where foreign heads of state usually stay when visiting the country. Servants employed in these quarters tell about hearing strange noises such as the moving of furniture and doors opening and closing. The sounds are so real that the former Dutch queen Juliana refused to sleep there after hearing these noises during her first night spent in the castle.

So who – or what – is the source of these manifestations? The Church has long believed that demonic entities are the probable source of “ghost” hauntings. Phenomenon such as unexplained noises and the appearance of ghostly figures are typical signs of demonic infestation in a house.

Although Sweden long ago abandoned the Catholic faith, it would appear that the Royal Palace could use the services of a good priest to rid the dwelling of the “energies” that have been allowed to take up residency there.

Is the NY Governor’s Mansion Haunted?    

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=58650 
May 11, 2017

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo describes himself as a big tough Italian guy – but he still gets the creeps every time he stays in the governor’s mansion in Albany.

The Daily Mail is reporting on a recent speech given by Gov. Cuomo in which he mentioned the unexplained noises in the 161-year old mansion which is situated near the Capitol building in New York.

“Now, I don’t believe in ghosts and I’m a big tough Italian guy,” Cuomo told the crowd. “’But I’ll tell you — it gets creepy in that house and there’re a lot of noises that go on, and you are very alone.”

The prevailing ghost-lore is that the mansion may be haunted by the Rev. David C. Hughes, who was the father of Gov. Charles Hughes. The reverend died in the mansion from a “stroke of apoplexy” in 1909.

However, New York State Capitol assistant curator, Stuart Lehman, says there’s no reason to believe Hughes had any unfinished business that might keep his spirit chained to the house.

This opinion has done little to stifle the rumors, though. Former NY Gov. David Paterson says he shares Cuomo’s suspicions about the mansion. He recalled one evening when staff told him about the sound of a vase smashing which they believed was caused by the spirit of the building’s original groundskeeper.

Perhaps this groundskeeper was the same ghost whose invisible hand once guided Paterson’s five year-old nephew up the stairs.

“Governor Cuomo should be relieved,” Paterson remarked about the incident. “It’s a friendly ghost, like Casper.”

Unless God enables a disembodied soul to contact mortals for some reason, such as to ask for prayer or bring comfort, it is otherwise impossible for the soul to do this without the aid of a physical body. For this reason, the Church believes that most spirits who allegedly “haunt” houses solely for the purpose of scaring the wits out of people are actually demonic entities.

In other words, the only “friendly ghost” around is the kind that lives in the realm of children’s cartoon shows. So if you hear any strange sounds in the middle of the night like creaking floorboards and pots and pans tumbling around in the kitchen, forget Casper. It’s time to call a priest.

Strange Happenings in Serial Killer’s House
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=58981
June 1, 2017

Contractors working on the former home of notorious serial killer, Ted Bundy, who was executed in 1989 after being connected to the murder of 36 women, say strange things are happening in the house in spite of it being blessed by two pastors.

The News Tribune is reporting on the 1400 square foot house located in Tacoma, Washington, which is currently being renovated.

Contractor Casey Clopton remembers the first time he visited the house after being hired by the new owner, David Truong, to renovate the 1949 house. His 11 year-old daughter was with him, as she often is, taking notes for him as he walks through a house and notes what work needs to be done.

“My daughter started crying,” Copton told the Tribune. “She said she felt weird. She didn’t like it there.”

She was so uncomfortable, in fact, they quickly left.

Clopton returned a week later with a demolition crew and one member had the same bad feeling his daughter experienced. Something just didn’t’ feel right in the house.

But then things started to happen, such as the time he entered the house, which had been locked, and found every door and cabinet drawer open.

Another time a worker who was cleaning up the basement spotted the words “help me” written on the glass. Because there was a screen protector screwed onto the window, it would have been very difficult for someone to write those words from the outside.

Then there was the time a heavy dresser inset in the upstairs hallway wall somehow pulled itself out and landed face-down on the floor while the crew was downstairs.

“Workers said it takes at least one strong man to pull it out and there was no way it could have fallen on its own,” the Tribune reports.

They also experienced cell phones and other electronics suddenly unplug or die.

One day workers found the word “leave” written in sheetrock dust on a bedroom floor with no footprints nearby.

Clopton started asking the neighbors about the house, which is when he learned that it had once been the home of serial killer Ted Bundy.

Bundy was an illegitimate child born to 22 year-old Eleanor Cowell on November 24, 1949 in Burlington, Vermont. In order to hide his illegitimacy, she moved in with her parents who pretended to have adopted the boy, saying that Eleanor was his sister.

But Eleanor remarried in 1951 to a man Johnnie Bundy and the two had several children together after they relocated to Tacoma. Bundy is said to have grown up in a good, working-class family, but he had a dark side that began to develop in his teenage years, such as peering in people’s windows and stealing.

Later, while a student at the University of Washington, he fell in love with a beautiful, wealthy woman with long dark hair, and was devastated when she ended the relationship. Many of Bundy’s victims would resemble this college girlfriend.

No one knows when exactly he began to kill but authorities believe it was shortly after he graduated from college in 1972. It was around this time that many women started to go missing in the Seattle area and in nearby Oregon. Witnesses described seeing the victims with a young, dark-haired man named “Ted.” He would often pretend to be injured, then lure the women into his car. They were never seen alive again.

When Bundy moved to Utah to attend law school in the fall of 1974, women began missing there as well. In 1975, he was pulled over by the police who found a crowbar, face mask, rope, and handcuffs in his car. He was arrested for possession of these items, which is when the police began to link him to more serious crimes.

The same year, he was arrested and convicted in the kidnapping of Carol DaRonch, one of the few women to escape his clutches. Other murder charges followed.
By now, police knew they had a serial killer on their hands. But in December 1977, Bundy escaped from custody and made his way to Tallahassee, Florida where he broke into the Chi Omega sorority house at Florida State University. He attacked four of the young female residents, killing two of them. One of the girls later testified that she was awake and praying the rosary when Bundy opened the door of her room. However, he stopped, turned and fled. He later confessed that some invisible force prevented him from entering the room.

A few weeks later, just before being caught by police, he kidnapped and murdered a twelve-year-old girl named Kimberly Leach.

Bundy received several death sentences and died in the electric chair in 1989.

When Clopton learned who had lived in the house, he passed the information on to both Truong and James Pitts II, the real estate broker, then sought help. He enlisted the aid of two pastors who came to the home and blessed each room while reading Scripture. They encouraged the work crew to play Christian music while they worked and to write Bible verses on the walls before painting them.

“Everything in that house fought us, and I was kind of weird about it,” Clopton said. “But I go to church and I have God with me.”

Is it possible that Bundy is haunting his old house? No, but the “entity” that he described as possessing him and driving him to kill may still be there.

In this article by Katharine Ramsland, Ph.D., Bundy had confessed to interviewers that a malignant being emerged from him whenever he was tense or drunk. One investigator named Joe Aloi claimed to have seen Bundy’s face and body contort and a foul odor suddenly emanate from him.

Only time will tell if more than a simple house blessing will be needed to banish the unspeakable evil that drove this man to kill what some believe is close to 100 women – or if a full-blown exorcism of the premises will be needed.
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