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                                                                                       JUNE 6, 2018 
Goa Archbishop Ferrao seconds Delhi Archbishop Couto
Read this file in the context of the bunch listed on the last page, as well as the following:
CHURCH TARGETS MODI-DEFENDING ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_TARGETS_MODI-DEFENDING_ARCHBISHOP_ANIL_COUTO.doc
Constitution in danger: Goa-Daman archbishop Father Filipe Neri Ferrao
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2018/jun/05/constitution-in-danger-goa-daman-archbishop-father-filipe-neri-ferrao-1823738.html 
Panaji, Goa, June 5, 2018

Archbishop of Goa and Daman Father Filipe Neri Ferrao has said that Constitution was in danger and many people are living in an atmosphere of insecurity.
In a letter addressed to Christians, he said the constitution should be understood better as general elections are drawing closer. The archbishop also said that human rights are under attack and democracy appears to be in peril.

The letter, issued in the beginning of Pastoral Year that lasts from June 1 to May 31, is addressed to Christians in the Archdiocese of Goa and Daman.

"Today, our Constitution is in danger (and that is) the reason why most of the people are living in insecurity," the archbishop said. "In this context, particularly as the general elections are fast approaching, we must strive to know our constitution better and work harder to protect it," the letter stated.

The archbishop said that "in recent times, we see a new trend emerging in our country, which demands uniformity in what and how we eat, dress, live and even worship: a kind of mono-culturalism." "Human rights are under attack and democracy appears to be in peril," Ferrao said, adding that "various minorities fear for their safety. In short, respect for law is frankly on the decline in this country." He said that people were being uprooted from their land and homes in the name of development and quoted Pope Francis who said that "the first victim of development is the poor person". "It is easier to trample upon the rights of the poor, because those who will raise their voice for them are very few," he added.

The archbishop called for the participation of Catholics and Church communities in politics and social causes.

"Our parishes and small Christian communities ought to be immersed in this mission of the Church. They should be open to the problems of the world. This social concern should not only remain within the confines of the parish community but should reach out to the whole state and country at large," Ferrao said in the letter.

He said that it was advisable that the faithful play an active role in the political field. They should, however, follow the dictates of their conscience while doing so and shun "sycophantic" politics, he added. "They should thus strengthen democracy and, on the other hand, help to improve the functioning of the state administration," he said.

The archbishop also expressed concern about malnutrition among children in the country. "According to global multi-dimensional poverty index, 30 per cent of the global population of children living in poverty reside in India," he said.

"Why India is struck by extreme poverty? 73 per cent of our country’s resources are controlled by 10 per cent of the population. The existing extreme poverty is therefore the result of rampant social injustice prevailing in the country," the archbishop said.

Notably, Delhi archbishop Anil Couto had last month stated in a letter that a "turbulent political atmosphere" posed a threat to India's democratic principles and secular fabric. In his letter to all parish priests and religious institutions in Delhi archdiocese, Couto had also appealed to the followers of his faith to launch a "prayer campaign" ahead of the 2019 general elections.

Constitution is in danger says Archbishop of Goa-Daman
http://www.thehindu.com/news/states/constitution-is-in-danger-says-goa-archbishop/article24082638.ece 

Panaji, Goa, June 5, 2018

In the annual pastoral letter to priests, Filipe Neri Ferrao, Archbishop of Goa and Daman, has said the Constitution is in danger, and most of the people are living in insecurity.
He has called upon the people to strive to know the Constitution, and exhorted them to work hard to protect it with values like secularism, freedom of speech, and freedom to practise one’s religion.

“In recent times, we see a new trend emerging in our country, a kind of mono-culturalism, which demands uniformity in what and how one eats, dresses, lives and even worships; all this puts human rights at risk,” the 10-page letter circulated on Monday said.

“Human rights are under attack and democracy appears to be in peril. Minorities fear for their safety as respect for law is on decline,” the letter released by Fr. Ferrao, his 15th, at the Church of Our Lady Mother of the Poor, Tilamola, on Sunday said.

The letter comes two weeks after Delhi Archbishop Anil Couto’s warning about an emerging threat to India’s democratic and secular fabric.

“At the time of elections, the candidates confuse the minds of people with false promises. And the people often sell their precious votes for selfish, petty gain. Today, our Constitution is in danger; it is a reason most of the people are living in insecurity,” Fr. Ferrao said.

Calling for the participation of Catholics and Church communities in politics and social movements, Fr. Ferrao said such involvement is vital for the creation of a just community.
Constitution is in danger, human rights under attack: Goa Archbishop
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/constitution-in-danger-human-rights-under-attack-goa-archbishop/articleshow/64470747.cms 

Panaji, Goa, June 6, 2018
Archbishop of Goa and Daman Filipe Neri Ferrao has said that human rights are under attack and the Constitution is in danger, and it’s the reason why most people live in insecurity. Ferrao, in his annual pastoral letter addressed to “priests, religious, lay faithful, and people of goodwill”, asked Catholics to “play an active role in the political field” and to “shun sycophantic politics”. “As the general election is fast approaching, we must strive to know our Constitution better and work harder to protect it,” he wrote, adding “democracy appears to be in peril”.
Ferrao’s letter comes weeks after his Delhi counterpart, Anil Couto, wrote to Catholics in his archdiocese about the “turbulent atmosphere” in the country.
Couto’s letter sparked a storm in political circles. However, the archdiocese of Goa clarified that Ferrao’s letter has no connection with Couto’s. “It’s not some concerted or premeditated effort by archbishops,” Ferrao’s secretary, Fr Joaquim Loiola Pereira, told TOI.
Pereira said that certain portions of the letter have been taken out of context. “It’s a 15-page letter that the Archbishop sends to his people every year,” he said. “The focus this year is on different types of poverty. One statement about the Constitution doesn’t make that statement central to the pastoral letter.”
In the letter, Ferrao said the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) recently declared that the Church in India should diligently promote and stand by values like secularism, freedom of speech and freedom to practice one’s religion, all rights enshrined in the Constitution. Pereira, who was asked whether the letter was timed before the general election, said, “The pastoral letter is released in June every year.”

Ferrao, in his letter which is originally in Konkani, also critiqued the emerging trend of cultural homogeneity in India. “In recent times we see a new trend emerging in our country, which demands uniformity in what and how we eat, dress, live and even worship: a kind of mono-culturalism,” he wrote. “Human rights are under attack.... Various minorities fear for their safety. In short, respect for law is frankly on the decline in this country.”
Connecting poverty with injustice, Ferrao said, “Our social, economic and political structures are corroding with injustice and therefore action for social justice becomes necessary.” He also quoted Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, who said, “The Church cannot stay and must not stay out of the fight for justice”. Ferrao said that the liberating mission of the Church includes protecting human life and rights and solidarity with the poor in their trials and struggles.

He buttressed his point about discrimination in a section titled ‘The protests of Jesus’. “The mighty and powerful (in Palestine) treated the common people with injustice and discrimination, and they did this in God’s name,” he wrote. Citing several passages from the Bible, Ferrao said, “Jesus not only criticised those who erred, but, at the same time, directly or indirectly, raised his voice against existing evil structures. By doing so, Jesus taught us to safeguard justice, to put an end to discrimination, and to use authority and power for the good of the poor...”
Thus, the Archbishop exhorted parishes and small Christian communities to be open to the problems of the world, stating that the ideals of social justice and the fight against corruption are of utmost importance. “This social concern should not only remain within the confines of the parish community but should reach out to the whole state and country at large,” he wrote.

Archbishop's letter marks dangerous trend: BJP
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/archbishops-letter-marks-dangerous-trend-bjp/articleshow/64469104.cms 

New Delhi, June 5, 2018
The BJP on Tuesday hit out at the Goa and Daman archbishop for his claim that the Constitution was in danger, saying it was a "political appeal" by a religious head which marked a "new dangerous trend".
BJP general secretary Bhupender Yadav said the Delhi archbishop had earlier spoken out on similar lines and asserted that the two would set in motion a precedent that did not augur well for Indian democracy.
Archbishop of Goa and Daman Father Filipe Neri Ferrao had in a letter said the Constitution was in danger and most of the people were living in insecurity.
"As heads of religious institutions they must bless all. The distance between a religious institution & politics should be maintained," Yadav said in a series of tweets.
In a swipe at the Goa archbishop, he referred to the proclamation of the Emergency in 1975 and said his office did not see any threat to the Constitution then when it was in danger.
'They are now choosing to speak for political and not religious sections. Religious institutions controlling politics & political opinion happen in theocratic state which was rejected centuries ago," Yadav said. 
The BJP leader wondered what would happen if heads of other religious denominations followed the archbishop's example and started making similar appeals.
He said both archbishops might have written their letters in general terms, but their message had not been lost.

"After the political letter written by the Archbishop of Delhi, his counterpart in Goa has expressed a similar view. It's a political appeal by a religious head which marks a new dangerous trend in Indian politics. India isn't a theocratic state. It doesn't distinguish on basis of religion. India is world's largest democracy. It's governed by one of the most liberal constitutions of the world," he said.
The very fact that archbishops have expressed their criticism is the best evidence of free speech, he said.
'Letter not a premeditated effort of all Archbishops'
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/letter-not-a-premeditated-effort-of-all-archbishops/articleshow/64460245.cms
By Lisa Monteiro, Panaji, June 5, 2018

The Archdiocese of Goa and Daman has stated that the annual pastoral letter issued by Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrao has been quoted out of context and has no connection with Archbishop Anil Couto's letter.
"The pastoral letter comprises 15 pages and its central theme is various forms of poverty. It is issued every June and has nothing to do with democracy or the elections," Fr Joaquim Loiola Pereira secretary to the Archbishop told presspersons on Tuesday.
"One portion has been taken out of context. This has nothing to do with Archbishop Anil Couto's letter and it's not a concerned or premeditated effort of all Archbishops. It is an annual letter," Pereira added.

The annual pastoral letter 2018-19 addressed to "priests, religious, lay faithful and people of goodwill in the Archdiocese of Goa and Daman" among other things stated that the constitution is under threat.
"In this context, particularly as the General Elections are fast approaching, we must strive to know our Constitution better and work harder to protect it," the letter stated.
"At the time of elections, the candidates confuse the minds of many people by making false promises. And the people, on their part, often sell their precious vote for selfish, petty gain," the letter further states.
It goes, on to add, "Today, our Constitution is in danger, reason why most of the people live in insecurity. Having this concern in mind, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India has recently declared in its Plenary Assembly that the Church in India should diligently promote and stand by values like secularism, freedom of speech and freedom to practise one’s religion enshrined in the Indian Constitution."

Indian constitution is in danger: Goa’s Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrao
June 4, 2018
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHnqAc-WCTY 03:52
Goa Archbishop Letterbomb: Should Government Pay Attention?
June 5, 2018
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5AbeA1JHLI 26:00

It's turning out to be quite a summer of discontent in the Christian community. After the Delhi archbishop, the head of the Catholic church in India (sic), now another archbishop, Father Filipe Neri Ferrao of Goa, has sounded a note of caution about the state of things in our country. In his annual letter to parishioners that went out, he spoke about fear of minorities and human rights being under attack. Today on Reality Check, we discuss the Archbishop's letterbomb and should the government pay attention to the sentiments of the church.
Face Off | Goa Archbishop Stirs Up A Storm | #ChurchPolitics
June 5, 2018
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybCbd5RaVaY 05:18
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybCbd5RaVaY 05:18

SOME RELATED FILES

FALLOUT OF ARCHBISHOP COUTOS LETTER-SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY WANTS TIES WITH VATICAN SCRAPPED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FALLOUT_OF_ARCHBISHOP_COUTOS_LETTER-SUBRAMANIAN_SWAMY_WANTS_TIES_WITH_VATICAN_SCRAPPED.doc
SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY SHARES FAKE EMAIL ABOUT CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SUBRAMANIAN_SWAMY_SHARES_FAKE_EMAIL_ABOUT_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
INDIA WILL NEVER BE A HINDU RASHTRA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIA_WILL_NEVER_BE_A_HINDU_RASHTRA.doc 

REPUBLIC TV AND ARNAB GOSWAMI EXPOSED
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/REPUBLIC_TV_AND_ARNAB_GOSWAMI_EXPOSED.doc
