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Father Paul Kalchik burned a LGBT rainbow flag last week in an exorcism ceremony on the grounds of Resurrection Catholic Church. Father Kalchik and seven parishioners cut the flag into seven pieces. They then burned the pieces in the fire pit used for the Easter vigil Mass.
The flag once held a prominent place in the sanctuary of the church. Now parishioners can find the ashes in the parish compost heap.

The banner, which featured a cross and rainbow, was in storage for decades. Father Kalchik was assigned to the parish in 2007. When he arrived at the parish, he burned vestments and candles decorated with rainbow symbols.

“It was just by accident that this banner that was made to celebrate all things gay … did not get destroyed when I first got here,” he said in an interview with the Chicago Sun Times.

A call to fasting and prayer
Last weekend at Mass, Father Kalchik encouraged his parishioners to fill out pledge cards for fasting and praying. The pledge cards were in response to recent scandals that have rocked the Catholic Church.

He announced the flag burning to his parishioners in a postscript of his homily last weekend published in the parish bulletin.

“Postscript: On Saturday, September 29, the Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, we will burn, in front of church, the rainbow flag that was unfortunately hanging in our sanctuary during the ceremonial first Mass as Resurrection parish. We will also burn our pledge cards and prayerfully sing Psalm 141: ‘Let my prayer arise before you like incense, my hands like an evening offering.'”
The Archdiocese response
The Archdiocese of Chicago was aware of Father Kalchik’s plans. Representatives told the priest to not move forward with the burning.

In a statement to Windy City Times, Archdiocese of Chicago Communications and Marketing Director Anne Maselli said on behalf of the Archdiocese, “We can confirm that the pastor has agreed not to move forward with these activities.”

But Father Kalchik proceeded with his plans and still held the burning ceremony.

“That banner and what it stood for doesn’t belong to the Archdiocese or Cardinal Cupich. It belongs to the people of this parish who paid for it,” Father Kalchik continued. “What have we done wrong other than destroy a piece of propaganda that was used to put out a message other than what the church is about?”
The Archdiocese of Chicago has not contacted Father Kalchik since the flag burning.

“We are following up on the situation,” Maselli said in response to a comment request from NBC News about the burning. “As Catholics we, the Archdiocese of Chicago, affirm the dignity of all persons.”
Chicago priest removed 'temporarily' following rainbow flag burning
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/chicago-priest-temporarily-removed-following-rainbow-flag-burning-62865
By Ed Condon, September 25, 2018
The Archdiocese of Chicago has confirmed the temporary removal of the parish priest at the center of a controversy over the burning of a rainbow banner. According to the archdiocese, Fr. Paul Kalchik has “left willingly” from his Chicago parish “to receive pastoral care.”

In a letter released Sept. 21, Cardinal Blase Cupich told parishioners that the decision was “not taken lightly” but that he had “become increasingly concerned about a number of issues at Resurrection Parish” over a period of several weeks.

In the same letter, Cupich appointed a temporary administrator for the parish, while an archdiocesan spokesperson told CNA that Kalchik officially remains the pastor. 

Kalchik received considerable media attention following an announcement that he would publicly burn a rainbow banner belonging to the parish.

In a Sept. 2 notice in the parish newsletter, Kalchik said that he would burn the banner, which he believed to symbolize a homosexual agenda contrary to Church teaching, in front of the church building. The event was scheduled to be held Sept. 29, the Feast of the Archangels.

The banner had previously been displayed in the parish church, beginning in 1991, but had been in storage for a number of years. According to a Resurrection Parish newsletter distributed Sept. 23, it was found “just when the news of the gay predation of Cardinal McCarrick broke.”

The newsletter said that its previous display had been “sacrilegious.” 

When news of the announcement spread the following week, the archdiocese contacted Kalchik and instructed him to cancel the event.

A spokesperson for the archdiocese told CNA that the archdiocesan vicar for clergy telephoned Kalchik, instructing him not to proceed, and the two had “mutually agreed that the event would not take place.”

While Kalchik told the Chicago Sun-Times Sept. 18 that the archdiocese threatened him with “canonical penalties,” the archdiocese told CNA that there was no discussion of potential consequences for burning the flag because Kalchik voluntarily agreed to comply with the instruction.

Despite this apparent agreement, the banner was burned Sept. 14 in the fire pit ordinarily used by the parish during the Easter Vigil liturgy. While the event was reportedly attended by Kalchik and only a handful of parishioners, images of the flag burning were circulated on the internet and generated strong reactions.

Some groups labeled Kalchik as homophobic and said the burning was a deliberately provocative act. A group called the Northwest Side Coalition Against Racism and Hate organized a demonstration Sept. 19 condemning the priest’s action.

Others have treated the priest’s apparent act of defiance as a stand against what they see as pro-homosexual agenda in some parts of the Church.

Kalchik told NBC News last week that he had disposed of the banner “in a quiet way” but insisted that the banner belonged to the parish, and that the parish had the “full right to destroy it.” 

Kalchik said that it had been done “privately because the archdiocese was breathing on our back.”

Fr. Thomas Petri, OP, academic dean of the Dominican-run Pontifical Faculty of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C., told CNA that it is common for church decorations, vestments, and altar cloths to be burned when they became “worn, old, or simply artifacts from a bygone era in terms of style and taste,” but he stressed that they must be disposed of reverently.

“The usual method is to burn these items, or to bury them in a place where they will not be disturbed,” Petri said. 

“Items dedicated for the worship of God cannot be used for any other use. This is why they are burned or buried; they are given to God completely and so rendered unusable to us. I presume the same is true for banners and hangings used in the sanctuary of a Church but I don’t know that this has ever been stated.”

In this case, it is not clear if the Archdiocese of Chicago objected to the burning itself, or to the public nature of the action and the apparent symbolism it was intended to convey.

In an interview after the flag was burned, Fr. Kalchik appeared to criticize openly his archbishop, Cardinal Cupich, whom he accused of downplaying the Church’s teaching on homosexuality and of rejecting a link between homosexuality and sexual abuse by clergy.

“I can’t sit well with people like Cardinal Cupich, who minimizes all of this,” he told the Chicago Sun-Times. “Excuse me, but almost all of the [abuse] cases are, with respect to priests, bishops and whatnot, taking and using other young men sexually. It’s definitely a gay thing.”
Some Church commentators have suggested that Kalchik was right to go against Cupich’s instruction. But Petri said priestly obedience to his bishop is not a light matter. 

“We priests promise obedience to the bishop when we are ordained,” he said.

“Clearly, no bishop could command a priest to do something against the divine law, but, short of that, every priest, in my view, needs to give his bishop the benefit of the doubt and be obedient upon first request.”

Petri also pointed out that in serious cases, if the matter in grave and the priest disagrees, he should reason with his bishop about the request and, if necessary, appeal to the Holy See.

He told CNA that while the banner itself may have symbolized a wider agenda to some, it was important to consider both the potential effects of making the burning a public event, and the discernment of the bishop - in this case Cardinal Cupich.

“I think it’s sad that the rainbow has become the symbol of a movement and a lifestyle that very much flaunts a disordered sexuality and is opposed to the virtue of chastity,” Petri said.

“Yet, I know there are many homosexual men and women living a secular gay lifestyle, who wave the rainbow flag and identify with it, but who are, at the same time, already questioning the so-called gay scene, the pitfalls of the gay culture, and who are open, by the grace of God, to the healing and virtue that the Church can offer them.”

“I do not see how a priest who openly burns the symbol of a secular gay culture can hope to minister to or reach out to those men and women,” Petri told CNA. Instead, he said, the emphasis should remain on pastoral concern, not alienation. 

“Regardless of intent, when publicly announced it cannot but be viewed as a provocative and acrimonious gesture.”

“I suspect this is why the Archbishop of Chicago requested Fr. Kalchik not burn the banner publicly himself or be present when parishioners did so. It creates a spectacle that makes the priest an enemy of people he may one day need to shepherd.”
Despite the ongoing controversy, the Archdiocese of Chicago told CNA that Kalchik’s removal from the parish was not a direct consequence of his decision to go ahead with burning the banner, or his subsequent comments to the media.

Instead, the archdiocese reiterated that the cardinal had been concerned about “several issues in the parish” and that Kalchik’s break from ministry had “been in the works” prior to the emergence of the flag issue.

The archdiocese declined to comment on what issues specifically had drawn the cardinal’s attention to the parish, or what prompted him to decide that the pastor be asked to step aside.  

Fr. Kalchik has spoken publicly about his personal experience as a victim of sexual abuse, first as a child at the hands of a neighbor, and also by a priest when he was a young man and seminarian.

At least some parishioners at Resurrection suggested that his recent actions and statements should be viewed in that context, even if they did not agree with them personally. The most recent parish newsletter asked that those objecting to Kalchik’s actions to “at least ask yourself what the banner represented to him as a victim [of sexual abuse].”

Fr. Petri added that Kalchik’s status as a victim merited concern and prayer, as does all abuse survivors.

“I understand that Fr. Kalchik was abused. I’ll pray for him as my brother priest who is also a victim. I do not stand in judgment and cannot presume to comment on his intentions or motivations.”

The circumstances of Kalchik’s absence from the parish remain unclear and have been the subject of considerable speculation, along with his current whereabouts.

Newsweek cited reports that there had been a heated exchange between Kalchik and two archdiocesan representatives, who allegedly threatened to have him sent to the St. Luke’s Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland, a mental health care facility. 

The archdiocese declined to comment on the report that Kalchik was instructed to present himself at the St. Luke’s Institute for psychiatric evaluation.

The archdiocese also declined to comment on a Chicago Sun-Times report that Cupich has blocked a recent request from Kalchik to move to a diocese in Michigan in order to be closer to his family.

Several questions about the temporary removal of Fr. Kalchik from the parish also remain unanswered.

Despite assurances from the Archdiocese of Chicago that Kalchik’s break from ministry was by mutual agreement, accounts have surfaced that chancery representatives threatened to call the police if he refused to leave the parish. When asked about this report specifically, a spokesperson for the Archdiocese would only repeat that “Fr. Kalchik left willingly to receive pastoral support.”

Although the archdiocese insists that it was unrelated to the controversy surrounding the banner, no indication has been given to local parishioners - many of whom say they support Kalchik - as to exactly why their pastor was removed.

An archdiocesan spokesman did tell CNA that Kalchik was now “working with the vicar for clergy to get the support he needs.”

Chicago priest explains why parish burned rainbow flag 
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/how-do-we-win-a-spiritual-war
By Michael Voris, September 19, 2018
Parishioners of Resurrection Parish in Chicago, Illinois, held a rainbow flag-burning event in mid-September, cutting up and setting on fire an LGBT flag that once hung in the sanctuary at the parish's first Mass. 
The event was originally scheduled for Sept. 29, the Feast of St. Michael and the Archangels, but the Chicago archdiocese — heeding complaints by gay activists — called the pastor, Fr. Paul John Kalchik, and ordered him not to hold the event. A handful of parishioners took things into their own hands and decided they would burn the flag themselves. 
In this homily given Sept. 16, Fr. Kalchik explains why the parish burned the LGBT flag.
*******
As events have unfolded over the last month, we find the Church engulfed in a great battle. Many cardinals, bishops and even the Pope seem to be living double lives. They, at times, speak eloquently about the Faith and present themselves as men striving for holiness. But then the records show they are either living very sinful lives or have covered up for others who do so, leaving them to prey on more victims.

And also, when asked to speak about the abuse, they play it down; they are more concerned with global warming, migrant issues and fake homophobia than their real mission of saving souls. Thusly, many of the faithful have found themselves shaken, deeply disturbed, because the institutional Church has been revealed to be a sham. The Church is at war, but this war is anything but civil.

A week ago, I was threatened with removal of my faculties to serve as a priest by those in charge at the archdiocese. They told me in no uncertain terms that we could not burn a rainbow banner as it would be offensive to the gay community. 

This does not scare me. Over the course of my life, I have been to Hell and back a couple times over. I recognize what is evil and have vowed to God to take steps to thwart that evil. God grants authority, and I follow my conscience, formed by His law. The gay banner superimposed over Our Lord's Cross, a symbol of Our Lord's Passion, had to go.
Instead of a public display, which had every chance of turning violent, based on many hate-filled profane phone calls, the banner was burned privately, with a small group of our regular adorers of the Blessed Sacrament assisting in cutting it to pieces. Then, a prayer of exorcism was said over this diabolic thing, and it was burnt in a blessed fire and reduced to ash.

Please re-read for yourself today the full story of the Fall of Man as described in the Book of Genesis, chapter three. And please, please take note of how the serpent operates. He is a liar, but he is not a blatant liar. Look closely at how he slightly twists the truth, ever so slightly, ever so deviously. Listen and hear Satan's tender words of response to Eve's inquiries: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad."

And as we all know, Adam and Eve eat of the tree and their eyes were opened, and they came to know what was good and bad, and as a result of their disobedience to Almighty God, they died and all their progeny after them. The devil has been and is one subtle liar; he twists the truth ever so slightly to make the bad seem good, to get people to succumb to temptation and sin, to their detriment and to their damnation.

Homosexual acts, sex outside of marriage, abortion, contraception, euthanasia are all great evils, which the devil has persuaded many people to accept as OK over the last 50 years, by an entire series of lies, all subtle, all little, all devious and all evil. In regard to abortion, this one lie is still ringing in my ears from three weeks ago, from an anti-Kavanaugh protest here in Chicago in Federal Plaza.

These pro-abortion, anti-Kavanaugh protesters shouted in addition to their vulgarities: "A baby is not a baby till it's born!" 

What rot and what a lie. As St. John Paul II said, "Human life is sacred from conception through natural death." As a man who was born at barely three pounds and a full month premature, this misconception for me is easy to spot and to know its author is the devil.

The homosexual thing is a different matter.

Let's start with how the rainbow itself, a sign of God's promised protection for his faithful. It has been usurped to promote homosexual sex as sanctioned by Almighty God. Scripture is absolutely clear on this matter: "A man lying with a man is an abomination, and gravely sinful." Homosexual activity is described as sinful in the Old Testament, and this is also crystal clear in the New Testament. In the Old Testament, Sodom, from which we get the word for male-on-male sex, sodomy, is destroyed. The homoheretics, however, will tell you their sin was a "lack of hospitality."

In the New Testament, please check out St. Paul's first letter to the Corinthians (6:1–11). Saint Paul, perhaps the world's most eloquent writer, leaves no room for misinterpretation. "Do you not know that the unjust will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor boy prostitutes, nor sodomites, nor thieves ... will inherit the Kingdom of God." How does a shepherd of the Church ignore that teaching?

So Scripture is crystal clear, and our Tradition is crystal clear — so what is the problem with this teaching today? Why have so many jettisoned all reason and come to accept the gay agenda? "Oh yeah, those two are a gay couple; they are married. Their marriage is no different from anyone else's. Why shouldn't they be able to adopt children? Love is love."

Come on, wake up and smell the coffee. Wake up! Over the last 50 years, the devil has been working ever so quietly, ever so subtly spreading little lies, so much so that today the culture has come to accept this very unnatural behavior lock, stock and barrel. A lot of people have come to accept a lot of rot as truth as compared to what Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition tell us.

Let's get back for a moment to Resurrection Parish's gay cross banner, which hung proudly, covering the real crucifix on our reredos at the Mass of Consecration. Simply stated, it was an instrument of propaganda to promote in a sly way the acceptance of sodomy as OK, in direct opposition to the Catechism of the Catholic Church. Long story short, that is why this sacrilegious work of art was burned.

Sodomy is not OK — it is sinful and it is evil. People who, for whatever reason, have developed a same-sex attraction have a heavy cross to bear, but they need to hear the truth and accept living a chaste lifestyle.
A second subtle lie much published by the gay lobby is that the Church is "homophobic," and that "homophobia" is the real sin, and God forbid a straight person hurt the feelings of a homosexual.

"You know they are all God's Children." True, they are God's children, as is everyone on the planet. Love the sinner, hate the sin applies here. I have never once known of a credible case of someone attacking a person physically or verbally in church because they had a same-sex attraction, whereas I know hundreds of cases of homosexual predators preying on people — myself included. So please, please, put all the subtle lies out of your head, ignore all the devil's propaganda, like our gay banner was, and get down to work and pray.

Our first defense in this war against the devil is prayer. Say your Rosaries, say your Hail Marys, Our Fathers, read Sacred Scripture and pray, pray as earnestly as you can and as sincerely as you can. And as St. Peter said in his first letter, be vigilant and remember the devil is a lion prowling waiting to devour, and he will devour you if you let your guard down.  

What is our second defense in this war against the devil? A good confession, followed by the reception of Holy Communion. You might feel like me these days, completely helpless and at wit's end, with events unfolding as they are, but a good confession followed by the reception of Holy Communion will give you the peace you need for the duration of this spiritual battle.

Just think of it: If all of us, the faithful remnant, make a good confession in this next week and receive Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, think of how powerful our prayers will be in purifying our Church around and healing the wounds made to the Body of Christ. Let's make our personal purity our number one priority, and after all of our hearts are remade, we can work on restructuring our Church and restoring right leadership.

Chicago priest who burned gay flag flees…
https://onepeterfive.com/chicago-priest-who-burned-gay-flag-flees-after-archdiocese-threatens-forcible-removal/
By Oakes Spalding, September 22, 2018
Just hours ago, new Chicago auxiliary bishop Mark Bartosic arrived unannounced at Resurrection Parish on Chicago’s Northwest Side and told pastor Paul Kalchik that he had just minutes to get his belongings together and vacate the premises, or the police would be called to arrest him for trespassing.
Fr. Kalchik was about to perform a wedding.

Soon after, Fr. Kalchik left for an undisclosed location, accompanied by his brother, who had been visiting the parish.

Bp. Bartosic performed the wedding instead, hastily slipping out the door of the church only seconds after concluding the ceremony.

Fr. Kalchik had been ordered by Cardinal Cupich and the archdiocese to report for psychiatric counseling and perhaps confinement yesterday after controversy broke concerning the exorcism and burning of a “gay rainbow flag” on parish grounds last week.

Fr. Kalchik had also called for Catholics to “boycott” masses celebrated by Cardinal Cupich due to Cupich’s alleged involvement in the current clerical sex abuse scandal.

The flag – a rainbow with a superimposed cross – had been unveiled above the altar by previous pastor Fr. Daniel Montalbano in 1991 to signal that the parish would be “gay-friendly.” Later taken down, it was rediscovered only recently by Fr. Kalchik.

Fr. Montalbano, a confidant of Cardinal Bernardin, passed away in 1997 at the age of 50.

The “real cause” of Fr. Montalbano’s death was reported by Church Militant as “too sordid to be detailed on paper.”

Today, a small group of parishioners not involved in the wedding but who had heard of the sudden appearance of Bp. Bartosic stood stunned outside the Church. The group included two employees, who were hastily told by the bishop to report to work as normal on Monday.

One of the parishioners, a Chicago policeman, told me of some of the bizarre events of the last week, including numerous threats of death and rape against Fr. Kalchik and at least two probable attempted break-ins or acts of vandalism, one of which included breaking keys into all the locks in the doors of the church office. And then there was the visit by two archdiocese representatives yesterday, ordering Fr. Kalchik to vacate his parish and commit himself into psychiatric confinement.

One of these was Fr. Dennis Lyle, the same prelate who had visited St. John Cantius a few months ago to inform parishioners that their pastor, Fr. Phillips, had been relieved of his position there.

Fr. Kalchik had written of his own psychological trauma after being molested as a boy and as a young adult by two men – one of them a priest – in separate incidents.

The parishioners outside told me that Fr. Kalchik, who has been at Resurrection Parish for eleven years, has the full support of his parish.

Many of them will no doubt discover what happened only tomorrow, when coming to Mass, assuming that it will be celebrated by Fr. Paul, only to encounter Bp. Bartosic.

CORRECTION: We originally reported that Fr. Kalchick had been molested as a boy and young man by two priests in separate incidents; in fact, he was abused by two men, only one of whom was a priest. We have corrected the error in the text.
Australian politician fined, apology demanded two years after complaining about LGBT flag
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/australian-politician-fined-apology-demanded-2-years-after-complaining-about-lgbt-flag
By Martin M. Barillas, Sydney, August 7, 2019
An Australian tribunal ruled that a deputy mayor was guilty of violating the Anti-Discrimination Act because of her comments to a neighbor on the day voters approved same-sex “marriage,” imposing a significant fine.
Julie Passas, a former deputy mayor of Inner West Council in Sydney, was alleged to have offended a male neighbor who raised the rainbow colors of the LGBT movement at his home on the evening that Australian voters approved same-sex “marriage” in 2017. Passas reportedly told Daniel Comensoli that the banner was “offensive to my culture and religion.” She told the man, who lives with a female housemate, that he should not be allowed to marry “until you could breastfeed and have children.” Passas remains an Inner West Sydney councilor, representing the Liberal party.

When police later questioned Passas, following Comensoli’s complaint, Passas told the officer that “the rainbow flag is as offensive as the flag of [Muslim terrorist group] ISIS.” Comensoli alleged that Passas said he is “disgusting.” While the New South Wales Civil and Administrative Tribunal determined that Passas had violated anti-discrimination law by inciting hatred, serious contempt, or severe ridicule toward homosexuals, it determined that calling Comensoli “disgusting” did not amount to “vilification” that was worthy of sanction because she did not mention homosexuality in that exchange. In Australia, vilification is found when “an ordinary member” of the public would find something offensive.

The tribunal ruled that Passas must pay Comensoli damages of A$2,500 (approximately US$1,600) and publish an apology in local newspaper Inner West Courier. Passas has vowed to appeal the ruling. Comensoli had demanded A$10,000 in compensation. He no longer lives at the complex where Passas continues to reside. Inner West Council is taking no official action against Passas, having found that she was acting as a private citizen at the time of the incident.

According to documents revealed in court, Comensoli said Passas yelled at him from her apartment balcony on the evening of November 15, 2017. Reporting that he was in his driveway after hanging the rainbow flag outside his apartment, Comensoli claimed that Passas “loudly demanded from [Comensoli] that he remove the flag because it was ‘offensive to my culture and religion’. [Comensoli] refused, to which [Passas] loudly stated words to the effect that [he] should not be afforded the right to marry ‘until you could breastfeed and have children.’”

The documents went on to note: “The exchange was loud enough that it could be heard by other residents in the complex and surrounding areas.” Days later at home, Comensoli and housemate Ashleigh DiNatale said that they heard Passas describe them to another neighbor from the driveway as “disgusting people.” Comensoli lodged a complaint with the police on the next day. When police asked Passas if she had asked Comensoli to pull down the gay flag, she denied that she had done so in an “aggressive, loud, or offensive manner.”

The tribunal heard Passas say Comensoli had “made the whole thing up” and had “turned it into a gay issue.” She asserted that their dispute was over rules regarding balconies at their apartment complex imposed by the homeowners’ association. Passas said the gay liberation banner is “against what I believe in” and is “offensive to people because of what it stands for.”

The tribunal credited Comensoli’s version of the events. Comensoli admitted that he had breached the regulations of the homeowners’ association (strata); he also published his conversation with Passas on Facebook. The tribunal opined that Passas did not have a clear recollection of the events: “She was easily inflamed when questioned about her conduct and stated in cross-examination that the concept of gay marriage was offensive to her, was offensive to her upbringing and religion, and that [Comensoli] ‘made the whole thing up because of a gay issue’, ‘turned it into a gay issue’ when ‘it was about strata’ and was ‘only continuing because of support for him from her political opponents.’”

The tribunal went on to state, “The manner in which the respondent made her demand was inappropriate and objectively likely to incite hatred, serious contempt or severe ridicule of homosexual persons, and other LGBTQIA+ persons for whom the rainbow flag is an accepted symbol of identity, in an ordinary member of the general public.”
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