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OCTOBER 29, 2017
The dangers of Halloween
Halloween: Its origins and celebrations

https://www.ewtn.com/library/mary/hallween.htm 
The celebration of Halloween has dual origins. The first is in a pre-Christian Celtic feast associated with the Celtic New Year. The second is in the Christian celebration of All Saints Day (Nov. 1st) and All Souls Day (Nov. 2). In the British Isles November 1st is called All Hallows, thus the evening before is All Hallows Eve.

 

The Celtic Feast
The ancient Celtic peoples who inhabited England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland and Brittany (NW France) celebrated their New Year's Day on what would be November 1st on our calendar. Prior to their conversion to Catholicism these peoples practiced a pagan religion controlled by a priest class known as Druids. The Druids are most famous for the stone monument of Stonehenge and other astronomical calendars that remain in their former domains.

The period prior to the New Year, as the year wound down, was a time to consider the mystery of human death. It was believed that on the last night of the year the lord of death, Samhain, allowed the souls of the dead to return to their homes. Souls that had died in sin, and in Celtic belief imprisoned in the bodies of animals, could be released through gifts to the lord of death, including human sacrifices. It was also thought that evil spirits, demons, ghosts, witches were also free to roam around this night and could be placated by a feast. They would also leave you alone if you dressed like them and thus appeared to be one of them. Families would also extinguish their hearth fires on this evening to be re-lit from a common New Year's bonfire built on the hilltops, which was meant to symbolize the driving away of darkness and evil with the coming of the new year. The jack-o-lantern as a means of scaring away evil and providing light may be a vestige of this custom. When the Romans conquered Gaul (France) and Britain (excluding Scotland and Ireland) in the century before and after Christ, the bloody elements of Druidic practice were banned.

 

The Christian Feasts of All Saints and All Souls
During the first three centuries of Christianity the Church frequently had to operate "underground" due to the persecutions of the Roman state against her. During these periods there were many martyrs who died for their faith in Jesus Christ. The most renowned of these were honored locally by the preservation of the relics (if available) and by the celebration of the anniversary of their death, as a feast in honor of their birth into eternal life. As time passed, neighboring dioceses would honor each others martyrs and even exchange relics for veneration, the way the first century Christians kept the clothes and handkerchiefs touched by St. Paul (Acts 19:12).

At the end of the third century and the beginning of the fourth the most vicious of all persecutions occurred, that of the emperor Diocletian (284-305). The martyrs became so many that in some places it was impossible to commemorate even the most significant of them. The need for a common feast of all martyrs was becoming evident. This common feast became a reality in some places, but on various dates, as early as the middle of the fourth century. As far as Roman practice goes it is known that on 13 May 609 or 610, Pope Boniface IV consecrated the ancient Roman Pantheon as a temple of the Blessed Virgin and All Martyrs. Beginning with Gregory III (731-741) the celebration of a feast of All Saints was commemorated at St. Peters on November 1. Gregory IV (827-844) extended this feast to the entire Church.

The feast of All Souls developed more gradually, first with a monastic celebration of their departed on October 1st. This seems to have occurred first in Germany in the 900s. The patronage of St. Odilio of Cluny extended this feast to other monasteries, first of his own Order, then to Benedictines and others, from where it spread to dioceses, including Rome. It was only in 1915 that the special privilege of three Masses was granted to all priests by Pope Benedict XV.

 

Halloween during Christian Times
The conversion of Celtic peoples to Christianity did not dampen their enthusiasm for the pre-Christian year-end custom of feasts, bonfires, and   masks, essentially new year's eve costume parties. The proximity to the developing Christian feasts of All Saints and All Souls resulted in an attempt to move the celebration to the evening before All Souls, when children would go door to door receiving treats for a promise of prayer for the dead of the household. This attempt to associate the Celtic remembrance of the dead with the Christian memorial ultimately failed and the celebration remained a year-end custom (by the old Celtic calendar), though Halloween remains primarily a children's feast.
With the massive emigration of Irish in the last century the All Hallows Eve customs of costumes, jack-o-lanterns and trick or treating, were transported to North America. Scary costumes remain the historical norm for Halloween, though the advent of more sinister and violent times has encouraged many parents to take a gentler approach. Today many families, and even parishes, hold group celebrations, often with costumes of the saints, the poor souls or famous Catholics (such as the Pope, Mother Teresa or the like) and other elements which re-enforce the Christian side of Halloween's origins.

Is Halloween an evil holiday?
https://lifeteen.com/blog/catholic-answers-halloween-questions/ 
Nope! The word itself means “All Hallows’ Eve” (“hallow” is an old-fashioned word for holy) because it’s the night before the feast of All Saints. There’s a lot of research that’s been done on the origin of this holiday but I’ll save you the long version and just tell you: it was always our holiday.

The long history of this holiday is all over the board with which country and group of people were claiming it as their own. Even in the U.S. (a long time ago) there were some puritan wiccans who claimed Halloween as theirs. And then Hollywood reinforced the whole demonic idea with a couple scary movies, and then bada-bing, bada-boom, Christians were scared that participating in Halloween festivities was bad for your soul. Which I can understand because there is a lot of emphasis on death and gore and scary things. All those skeletons!

You know the one place where I saw more skeletons than suburbia on Halloween? A Carthusian monastery. The monks use skulls to adorn their walls, ceilings, door frames, etc. They even used to greet each other with the phrase, “brother, remember your death.” These skulls aren’t morbid. They’re symbolic of those who have gone before us (all souls) and the destiny of our own bodies. It’s a reminder our bodies don’t last so we should work to discipline not comfort them.

And let’s not forget what we hear in church on Ash Wednesday: “Remember you are dust and unto dust you shall return.” A.k.a. = death is coming.

These are good and necessary reminders that our current physical life is temporary. You don’t remember that you’re living for eternity if you avoid an acceptance of death and its symbols. If we avoid Halloween, we miss out on this rich, Catholic, symbolism of our death. It’s not an evil holiday, it’s a Christian one. Someone tell Party City.

“So is it okay for Catholics to celebrate Halloween?”
Sure! There’s nothing wrong with putting on a costume, trick-or-treating, and enjoying the company of your friends and family. Of course, some misled people take the holiday too far and make it more satanic than it should be. However, that’s not a reason for the rest of us Christians to be scared away.

When we decide to be afraid of the devil we give our power over to him. What message does it send the world if we, as Christians, are afraid to admit to the reality of evil? It sends the message that we’re not sure who wins this battle of good vs. evil.

But we are! We KNOW that God wins… that love triumphs over death, and that evil has no hold on us. Partaking in this holiday does not mean you’re opening yourself up to evil. I think that on the contrary, it means you’re claiming as your own the victory of Christ on the cross. How much more Christian can you get?

“How can I not wear a “sexy” costume when all of my friends are?”

Don’t wear a sexy costume. It’s that simple. You can stand out. Be different. Accept the challenge to be more creative. Show up as a POP-TART in a room full of mini-skirted pirates, nurses, and dudes who wear more clothing to the beach.

Is choosing virtue (like modesty) ever going to be easy this side of heaven? No. Are Christians called to follow the crowd? No. See Romans 12:2.
True friends won’t judge you or be offended by your choice in costume. Just because you decide to wear an appropriate costume, that doesn’t mean you’re judging those around you.

And to be totally honest, most people of the opposite sex will appreciate it because they can have fun around you without worrying about where their eyes wander to. Plus having a debate about the best flavor of pop-tart (cookie dough, duh) is way better than being objectified.
“How much candy can I eat Halloween night?”

Enough to treat yourself, but not so much that your body tricks you into sleeping in and missing Mass the next day.

November 1st is the Solemnity of All Saints, so get to Church and give praise to the God who saved you from death and stretched out His arms on the cross to hold evil at bay.
Why Catholics should embrace Halloween

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/why-catholics-should-embrace-halloween 

By Michelle Arnold, July 14, 2016

Halloween, the Evening of All Hallows, was once a time for Christians to mock the devil by reveling in the triumph of Jesus Christ over evil and death. That sound you now hear every October 31 is the devil mocking us. It seems some Christians, displaying a Grinch-ish dislike of the simple joys of dress-up and candy consumption, have literally demonized the traditional observation of Halloween as pagan—and worse.

Many Christians through the centuries have entertained an unhealthy fear (as distinguished from a healthy fear) of the devil. Dressing children in “scary” costumes for the amusement of the neighbors can defang evil by demonstrating that innocence is adorable and evil is but a damned parasite on all that is good and noble. But in a hyper-scrupulous environment, it can be difficult for Christians to appreciate that there is spiritual value in such a mockery of evil—or even that it is mockery of evil and not participation in it.

Perhaps that is why every Halloween the questions coming into our apologetics department fly thick and furious:

Can my child dress up as a ghost or goblin, or should she be a saint?

Should he be a “nice” saint like Francis of Assisi, or can he be St. John the Beheaded?

Should we open our doors to trick-or-treaters? If we do, should we distribute candy, Scripture verses, holy cards, coins for UNICEF, or all of the above?

Are Halloween carnivals okay, or should we instead hold All Saints Day parties—or eschew acknowledgement of Halloween with a generic harvest festival?
Even Christians who participate in some modern secular aspects of Halloween are not immune to the confusion of the day, rightly recoiling from sexualized costumes that turn little girls into strippers and pregnant nuns but begrudging revelers at the door who don’t meet their sartorial standards a miniature chocolate bar.

Halloween is a holiday Catholics should embrace in its original form. In understanding that form, it is helpful to consider a little history.

Incorporating the good
On May 13, around A.D. 610, Pope Boniface IV dedicated the Roman Pantheon to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to all Christian martyrs and set aside the day in their honor. Perhaps by evangelistic design, that date coincided with the Lemuria festival, a pagan Roman celebration intended to satisfy the restless dead. A century later, this Day of All Saints was moved to November 1. “All Hallows,” “Hallowmas,” “Hallowtide,” and “Halloween” eventually joined the stable of popular designations for the time in the Church’s liturgical calendar when the Church commemorates its saints (or hallowed ones).

While no direct link to the Celtic festival of Samhain (SOW-win) can be proven to have been intended by the Church’s choice of the November date to honor its saints, November 1 was providentially close to the change-of-season feast celebrated by pagan Celts in honor of their Druid “lord of the dead,” the god Samhain. The Celts’ preparations for physical survival during the coming winter season culminated with celebrations marking a time believed open to a special closeness between the natural and the supernatural—and, to the extent of the pagan Celts’ pre-Christian understanding, the preternatural—worlds.

Newly baptized Christians were not forbidden to build bonfires during the autumn months, or to carve gourds into lanterns, or to set out treats for the dearly departed. Realizing the missionary value of incorporating non-evil pagan folk practices into Christian customs, the Church allowed Christians to continue these old customs, seeing in them ways to pass on the Faith. If all this festivity and seasonal reflection got Christians to go to Mass for the feasts of All Saints and All Souls and reminded them to set aside time to pray for their beloved dead, why raise hell over the idea that pagan ancestors may have done similar deeds for not altogether dissimilar reasons?

In the seventeenth century, all “popish” holidays were crushed when the Puritans ruled England and those areas in the American colonies where they settled. Christmas and Easter proved too important to the Christian liturgical year to be snuffed out permanently and were for the most part restored as Christian holy days. Halloween, on the other hand, never recovered. To this day, Christians from Fundamentalist Protestant to conservative Catholic remain at war over whether Halloween is a Christian holiday—and, if it is, to what extent Christians should celebrate it.

The Christian culture war
Christians have proposed numerous solutions for Christians to address the “problematic” aspects of Halloween. Unfortunately, these solutions are often offered not as options to be considered with rightly formed prudential judgment but as mandates handed down with the implicit warning that those who disagree with them are less Christian.

Saints’ day parties
Catholics have noted that the primary focus of this time of the year is the saints, the heroes of the Christian Faith who strove for virtue, overcame vice, and triumphed in Christ. The usual Catholic solution to The Problem of Halloween is to organize saints’ day celebrations on October 31 in anticipation of the solemnity of All Saints on the following day. Children are redirected from dressing up in “scary” costumes—devils, ghosts, and skeletons—to dressing as a favorite saint. If the child insists that he wants to wear a sheet or carry a sword like his friends, imaginative parents may suggest that he dress up as the biblical Lazarus or the dragon slayer St. George.

Questions sometimes arise about who counts as a saint and whether or not the saint is being portrayed with sufficient piety. Instead of redirecting junior firefighter and police wannabes from dressing as their favorite heroes to dressing as the heroes’ patron saints (St. Florian and St. Michael the Archangel) simply because the parish party mandates that all participants must be saints, perhaps the definition of sanctity might be expanded.

The Solemnity of All Saints is not only for those saints the Church has named but for all the saints, including those who are “known but to God.” If we can grant that heroic firefighters and police are in heaven—and given the events of 9/11, what Catholic could doubt this? —should we scruple over allowing a child to dress up as one? Stretching the idea of saintly men and women known but to God to all men and women who die in God’s friendship, no matter their vocation or state in life, is an affirmation of the Church’s call to universal holiness.

As for scruples over pious portrayals of saints, the Church has long displayed broad humor in its celebration of the saints. We belong to a Church that named a man roasted over an open fire (St. Lawrence of Rome) the patron saint of cooks, a man who was stoned to death (St. Stephen the Protomartyr) the patron saint of headache sufferers, and a man who wanted to call down fire to consume his enemies (St. John the Evangelist) an intercessor for burn victims. The Church considers the saints’ sufferings, and even their foibles, proof of Christ’s victory over death and evil. Why not let a young John the Baptist carry his own head on a platter door to door and explain to the neighbors that he lost it defending the sanctity of marriage?

Halloween carnivals
When I was growing up in the ’70s and ’80s, public schools sponsored Halloween carnivals for the students as an alternative to trick-or-treating. Kids would dress up as witches, ghosts, skeletons, and other traditional characters of the day—including a wide variety of other, less traditional costumes from the sacred (angels) to the profane (cowboys)—march around the playground for the parents and play standard carnival games. In essence, these carnivals became the kiddie version of Halloween bashes where adult revelers partied as dead rockers and disgraced politicians.

Nowadays, those same schools that won’t allow Christian students to form Bible study groups on campus or offer prayers at graduation ceremonies will listen closely to ill-informed Christian gripes that Halloween is an occasion for proselytism of witchcraft. (Halloween is a Christian holiday; Samhain was pulled from the dustbin of history by modern neo-pagan witches seeking to throw off the yoke of postmodern Christian culture.)

This past Halloween, stories abounded in the press of public schools forbidding students to dress up or to hold parties on campus, in part at the instigation of Christian parents. Not only is innocent fun stamped out by postmodern puritanism, Christians themselves are supplying false information on Halloween’s origins to institutions already hostile to any expression of Christianity.

Harvest festivals
Protestant Christians uncomfortable with saints and fearful of spooks needed to figure out how to appease their own kids’ demands to commemorate October 31 along with their friends. Recalling that Martin Luther tacked his 95 theses to protest indulgences to the door of the Wittenberg church on October 31, 1517 (and overlooking the fact that Luther chose that day because of its historic Christian connection to the saints), they decided to make Halloween a time to celebrate the Reformation.

All well and good—but commemorating ideas, however revolutionary, does not satisfy a sweet tooth. To address that need, some Protestant groups decided to host harvest festivals. There is nothing wrong with celebrating the harvest and God’s bounty. But not only did these new festivals steal thunder from the Protestant harvest-festival-turned-American-holiday of Thanksgiving, they also echoed Catholic autumn saints’ days that had long been celebrated with harvest feasts (Michaelmas on St. Michael the Archangel’s feast day, September 29, and Martinmas on the feast of St. Martin of Tours, November 11). It would be especially strange for Catholic families to replace Halloween festivities, whether saintly or secular, with a generic harvest festival created as a means of honoring the Reformation—a Christian rebellion against the Catholic Church.

A plan of action
Where do Catholic families go from here? The only mandate I can recommend is Christ’s signature admonition: “Be not afraid!” (cf. Matt. 8:26, 28:10; Mark 4:40; Luke 5:10; John 6:20, 14:27). Beyond that, all I can offer are suggestions in the spirit of Pope St. John XXIII’s favorite dictum on religious controversy: “In essentials, unity; in doubtful matters, liberty; in all things, charity” (Ad Petri Cathedram 72).

Say your parish is holding a saints’ day party. Encourage your little ones to dress up as saints. Offer to pull together background material on Halloween for the parents. Not only will you have an informative handout to evangelize your parish’s families, you may help alleviate someone’s unnecessary scruples. Think of the extra work as a spiritual work of mercy. Or say the neighborhood elementary school clings to its traditional Halloween festivities. Encourage the school’s plan by bringing your kids, either dressed in their saints day costumes or—if you’re feeling ambitious—in separate traditional Halloween costumes. School Halloween carnivals are usually open to the public, making them available to those families whose children either are in private schools or are homeschooled. Do not let a public school suspect that its decision to continue to celebrate Halloween thereby gives full recognition to a genuinely Christian holiday.

Let’s say the local Calvary Chapel has sent out invitations to its harvest festival, and your child’s Protestant friends ask if your child can join their family for the event. When discussing the matter with the parents, you could smile and decline politely on your children’s behalf. Or, if you are feeling brave—and ready to defend your Catholic Faith—you could ask in a kind way why good Christians would want to substitute a pagan harvest celebration for Christian holy day festivities.

Whatever other plans you make for the holiday, do not neglect to teach your kids the “reason for the season.” Like Mardi Gras preceding Lent, Halloween ushers in a time of somber reflection—in this case the month of November, a time of spiritual preparation when the Church honors the saints and prays for holy souls. Not only does the universal Church do so on November 1 and November 2, but religious orders have their own commemorations throughout November for all deceased holy members of their orders. Many parishes have novenas of Masses in which you can enroll your deceased family and friends.
Traditionally, Catholic ethnic groups continue to keep alive pious folk Catholic customs to honor and pray for their deceased ancestors. As November marches to a close, the liturgical readings begin to speak of death, judgment, and the imminent Second Coming. As one liturgical year dies, the Church rises again for Advent in joyful anticipation of Christ’s arrival.

“Somehow or other, it came just the same!”
When the Grinch plotted how best to steal Christmas in Dr. Seuss’s holiday classic, he thought it would do to pilfer its trappings: the decorations, the food, the presents. Much to his dismay, the Who townsfolk were unfazed by having their houses ransacked on Christmas Eve because the Grinch could not steal their thunder: their joy, with which they sang loudly enough to swell even the Grinch’s shriveled heart. They also had something else the Grinch realized too late he could not steal: Christmas. “Somehow or other, it came just the same!”

So it can be for Halloween. The decorations, the costumes, the games, the candy—they can add enjoyment to the celebration, yet they are but trappings. The true joy of the holiday is Christ’s victory over death, his triumph over evil, and the invitation he offers us to share in that victory and in that triumph. If we take back Halloween as a Christian holiday, if we are unafraid to confront the principalities and powers that struggle to wrest away our victory and our triumph in Christ, then those who seek to do so will realize that they cannot steal our Halloween joy.

Never forget that the raison d’être of Halloween is holy mockery of the devil. As St. Thomas More observed of the devil, “The proud spirit cannot endure to be mocked.”
The surprisingly Catholic origins of Halloween

https://aleteia.org/2016/10/25/the-surprisingly-catholic-origins-of-halloween/ 

By Philip Kosloski, October 25, 2016

The way we celebrate it today is far removed from any Christian influence, but the holiday has deeply Catholic roots.
When most people think of Halloween, the first images that come to mind are children dressed up in scary costumes going door-to-door to collect candy from as many houses as possible. At the end of the night delighted kids empty their “loot” on the floor and begin the feasting that often ends up with a stomachache and a trip to the dentist not long after.

What it evolved into in the United States, however, is now how Halloween began.

The word “Halloween” is a Scottish shortening of the phrase “Allhallow-even,” literally meaning “All Holy Evening” and dates to the 18th century. The English have a similar phrase, “All Hallows’ Eve,” with the same meaning. Both words denote the night before All Saints Day, November 1, and refer to the celebration of the holy men and women who are recognized in the Catholic Church as residing in Heaven.

Pope Gregory III established the feast during the 8th century after consecrating a chapel named in honor of “All Saints” in Saint Peter’s Basilica. The feast was then extended to the universal Church by Pope Gregory IV and made into a holy day of obligation for all Catholics.

Along with its celebration, All Saints Day was given a special vigil Mass the night before (October 31), which led to that date being regarded by Catholics as a “holy evening.”
In addition to All Saints Day, the Church established November 2 as All Souls Day, dedicated to praying for the souls in purgatory. On this day Catholics pray for their deceased relatives and friends, visiting cemeteries to remember those who are no longer on this earth. It is with this celebration that many local traditions were created and became mingled with the festivities of All Hallows’ Eve when immigrants started establishing themselves in the United States.

In various cultures in Europe there developed a tradition of “souling” and baking “soul cakes” in honor of the faithful departed. These cakes were baked on All Hallows’ Eve and children would go out on All Saints Day and All Souls Day, begging door-to-door for these cakes in exchange for praying for deceased relatives and friends.

It is believed that in some places there was a tradition of wearing disguises while souling that represented the various souls in purgatory who were seeking these prayers. And of course, the processional candles were carried sheltered from the wind in hollowed-out gourds or turnips, called Jack O’Lanterns.

In France, the faithful created a danse macabre or “dance of the dead” that consisted of a representation of Death (typically a skeleton) leading a chain of individuals to the afterlife. The scene would often be brought to life on All Souls Day, where actors would put on costumes representing the different people in the chain.
According to some accounts, Irish peasants developed an “All Damned Day” on October 31 to complement the All Saints and All Souls Day. The theory is that “if the souls in hell are left out when we celebrate those in heaven and purgatory, they might be unhappy enough to cause trouble.” The Irish then banged pots and pans on October 31 to make sure those in Hell knew they were not forgotten.

All of these different traditions revolving around All Saints and All Souls were mixed together in the United States when immigrants started to intermarry and combine customs. The celebration of Halloween spread throughout the country during the early 20th century and quickly become a secular community activity that was devoid of its Christian origins.

Businesses then recognized the profitability of the holiday and started to promote it in their advertisements, taking over the day in a similar way to the celebration of Christmas.

In the end, while the current activities of Halloween appear to have no Christian significance, they have deep Catholic roots and are meant to remind people of their own mortality and the need to pray for souls in purgatory.
Exorcists Say Occult Activity Spikes at Halloween

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=34573#more-34573
By Susan Brinkmann, October 30, 2014

The spokesman for the International Association of Exorcists says there is a marked increase in occult activity around Halloween which is why this holiday should be banned or substituted with something less sinister. 

The Daily Mail is reporting http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2812605/Halloween-really-evil-says-Vatican-replaced-HOLYWEEN.html#ixzz3HYJvyNXg that Father Aldo Buonaiuto, a member of Association, would like to see Halloween replaced by “Holy-ween” – a night when children dress up like saints and attend prayer vigils instead of wearing ghoulish costumes and collecting treats from their neighbors. Father Buonaiuto also warned about the danger posed to young people who celebrate this feast which is accompanied by an increase in occult activity. He claims the group’s emergency number receives around 40 calls a day around this time of year, many from parents who believe their child has been initiated into the occult. “Many say Halloween is a simple carnival, but in fact there is nothing innocent or fun about it – it is the antechamber to something much more dangerous,” Father Buonaiuto said. “There are always more evil rituals, animal sacrifices, desecrations of cemeteries and thefts of sacred bones at the time of 31 October.” He likened participation in Halloween to “an initiation into the occult” and said that this is the time of year that occult sects recruit new members. “From here the door to the devil can be opened. For this reason it’s necessary for us to speak out and not play down the danger.” Instead, he suggests children be encouraged to launch Holy-ween, a festival being celebrated in Italy to counter Halloween. “While most people are steeped in zombies and horror, we put on our door or windows a light or an image evocative of the saints,” he said. 

“And then there will be masses, prayer vigils and worship to celebrate the saints and victory of good over evil.” Father Buonaiuto made the comments during a conference of over 300 exorcists who met in Rome last weekend. They were addressed by Pope Francis who asked them to perform their ministry “with love and kindness from the church toward those who suffer because of the evil one.”
Catholic Church appeals to avoid satanic costumes during Halloween

http://gulfnews.com/news/asia/philippines/catholic-church-appeals-to-avoid-satanic-costumes-during-halloween-1.1249534
By Barbara Mae Dacanay, Bureau Chief, Gulf News, Manila, October 31, 2013
Church asks not to attract demons during Halloween as soul continues to look for beauty

The influential Catholic Church called on young and old Filipinos to dress up like saints, “stop looking like the devil,” and avoid satanic costumes during Halloween, which is now commonly celebrated in the Philippines on the eve of All Saints Day — it was once solely celebrated with a veneration for the dead.

“Wearing masks and things (like knife) in the neck are commonly done during Halloween. They look evil. Others could not sleep out of fear when they see their friends in mask. Why do we do this?” Father Francis Lucas of the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) said in a TV interview.

“Two things happen when you do that: you attract or seduce the evil spirit; and you open up the window and welcome the evil spirit,” said Lucas, also executive secretary of CBCP’s Episcopal Commission on Social Communications and Mass Media.

“The evil spirit is negative. It lures us and destroys our will to do good,” Lucas explained why he is wary about the current fashion trend during Hallooween.
“Satan, after rebelling against God has no more power. That’s clear in the gospel that Satan was under Christ. But we open up windows to strengthen Satan when our dress code on Halloween is all about him,” Lucas lectured.

With regards the participation of Filipino children in “Trick or Treat,” as they go to houses of people with evil-looking costume, a common way of celebrating Halloween in the United States and Europe, Lucas said, “Children are susceptible to auto-suggestion. They are young. If they are given dresses with negative vibes, they lose a sense of beauty.”

“Why don’t we give children positive images?’ We have many saints that are young and good looking,” suggested Lucas, adding, “Many (young) minds are unknowingly poisoned if we are not careful (with the dresses we give them to wear).”

Explaining that his concept of following a spiritual dress code during Halloween is a win-win thing for believers, Lucas said, “The soul continues to look for beauty, the truth, the mystique, to be able to talk directly to God. That will not happen if one is dressed up like Satan.”

When asked if the Catholic Church could be called “kill-joy” with such suggestions, Lucas said, “It is more kill-joy to scare others and stop people from being happy.”

Majority of Filipinos belong to the Roman Catholic Church. Since Filipinos have a tradition of animism before the arrival of Spanish colonials who brought Catholicism in the 16th century, several paganistic practices have survived or have been fused with religious Catholic practices.

What are the origins of Halloween?
How do you celebrate Halloween?
Dressing up as nuns for Halloween?
Is it a sin to wear a scary Halloween costume?
Ten reasons why Catholics absolutely should not celebrate Halloween

https://backpackerverse.com/the-true-meaning-of-halloween/
Halloween as we know it today is far removed from its Celtic origin over 2,000 years ago. The true meaning of Halloween traverses a colorful, but also a quite sinister, history since the beginning, where the celebrations revolved around the harvest and the end of Summer, along with the advent of a long, dark winter associated with death.
Through the ages, the celebrations surrounding Halloween have varied from harmless agricultural festivals to worshiping the dead and witchcraft. Even though the majority of the population enjoy Halloween and the festivities, there are many disturbing reasons as to why all Catholics should avoid it if they wish to stay pious.
Read on to discover ten reasons for Catholics to take into consideration when they are planning a celebration on Halloween. You might think that any one of these reasons is enough to reconsider, or you could be the kind of person who thinks you don't mean any harm and it's all just in good fun. Either way, it's important to at least ponder over these points if you take your religion seriously.

1) Halloween has Pagan roots
2) Fortune Telling is condemned in the Bible
3) Dressing up as Demons, Ghosts or Witches attracts Evil spirits
4) Bobbing for Apples is celebrating a Pagan Goddess
5) Halloween diverts attention away from Catholic Saints
6) Trick or Treat goes against Christian principles
7) Superstitions and Scaring people is not Godly
8) Offering Bribes for Favors shows a lack of Faith
9) Celebrating Death and the Dark versus Life and the Light
10) Piety is against the indulgence of Halloween
Conclusion
View article for images. Click on above links for details. -Michael
Halloween – What’s a Catholic family to do?
https://relevantradio.com/2017/10/halloween-whats-a-catholic-family-to-do/ 

By Lindsey Kettner, October 27, 2017

With the holiday of Halloween comes a certain amount of controversy. Is it a religious holiday that Catholics should embrace, or is it a pagan celebration that should be avoided? There are many differing opinions when it comes to Halloween, so we’ve gathered some expert voices to give you a little more knowledge on the subject as you discern how to approach Halloween with your family.

So, what does Halloween have to do with Catholicism? “The origin of candy and trick-or-treating for Halloween has to do with All Souls,” explains Lisa Mladnich, author and regular contributor to Morning Air®. All Saints Day is celebrated on November 1 and All Souls Day is November 2, which makes October 31 the eve of All Saints Day, also known as All Hallows Eve.

She shared a theory that may explain the Catholic roots of Halloween traditions. “Some time in the distant past in the British Isles, a tradition grew up around All Saints and All Souls of begging for soul cakes. Beggars would go door to door on the night before All Saints Day, October 31, and they would knock on the door and this was a tradition so people were expecting them and had baked soul cakes in advance. And they would say, ‘A soul cake, a soul cake, a prayer for a soul cake.’ And when the people would respond with a soul cake, they would say a prayer—a Hail Mary or an Our Father—for the souls of all the dead for that family. This tradition of praying for the souls in Purgatory was very much a part of Catholic culture at that time,” said Mladnich. “Eventually that begging for soul cakes developed into the beggars dressing up as saints to go from door to door. And then during times of persecution of the Church, there were mockeries of that celebration and people would dress up as demons and monsters.”

Others see it as a pagan holiday. How has the Church responded to Halloween traditions? “The Catholic Church, in its wisdom, has never really tried to overly spiritualize the world. In other words, the customs and traditions that cultures had, the Church didn’t try to destroy and wipe them out – they just tried to purify them and make them holy and orientate them towards something good. And if it couldn’t really be orientated toward anything supernatural, at least just to remove elements from it that could be superstitious or be harmful to the individual,” explained Fr. Eric Nielson, pastor of Saint Paul’s University Catholic Center at the University of Wisconsin. He stated in an interview on The Inner Life® that in areas of the country where Christianity was strong, pagan elements of Halloween weren’t necessarily removed, but they were purified to be innocent customs.

Today, Halloween is different; it’s become darker and less innocent. As Halloween has taken a turn toward being more wicked and morbid, what’s a Catholic family to do? There are certain things that Catholics should avoid when it comes to Halloween celebrations, as recommended by Fr. Nielson.

1. Anything overtly morbid – bodies hanging from trees, severed limbs and other gruesome displays have no place in the Christian life, says Fr. Nielson.
2. The supernatural and demonic. We don’t want our children to be terrified of the devil, but we also don’t want to instill a curiosity in them for the demonic or witchcraft, which is very dangerous to the Christian soul.

Fr. Steve Grunow of Word on Fire sees Halloween as a great way to embrace the festivities of the Church’s great feast days. “This is meant to be the festive precursor of our celebrations of All Saints Day and All Souls Day. We have to see the distinction here—what Halloween has become in the culture is a lot of frivolity and macabre and ridiculousness, but then we have to look historically at our own Church’s celebration of it’s great feast days which doesn’t mean all you have to do is go to Mass for 45 minutes on the feast day. That’s a rather recent abuse of our liturgical practices as Catholics. Our feast day and holy days are meant to be surrounded by an atmosphere of great festivity.”

This can be a great way to engage the culture and draw them into the celebration of our holy days. “We’ve gotten bad at a sense of public festivity surrounding our religious observances. It’s sort of disabled us in several ways, and one of the most important ways is an outreach to the culture. What are we inviting people into in terms of the celebration of our great feast days? Anything at all?” says Fr. Grunow on A Closer LookTM. “Or is it just minimized to: here’s your obligatory action. Why not throw a party? That’s going to draw people in! That’s what we should be doing as our festive precursor to All Saints Day and All Souls Day. And that recaptures and reignites the real power of Halloween.”

Patrick Madrid, host of The Patrick Madrid Show, does not believe that celebrating Halloween is incompatible with being a Christian. “I certainly would in no way recommend or accept the idea of doing something at Halloween that would glorify witchcraft or Satanism of murder or anything like that,” said Madrid. He does, however, see Halloween as a secularized version of the “Catholic Church’s ancient practice of anticipating this great feast day where we’re honoring the saints.” Madrid and his wife took their kids trick-or-treating but steered clear of costumes that would be anti-Christian or glorify evil.

Some families dress their children up as saints when they go trick or treating. Some parishes throw All Saints Day parties for families to attend. Some families avoid the celebration of Halloween altogether, and others embrace the American traditions of the holiday. With many ideas of how to approach Halloween, it’s up to you to use your best judgment as to what’s best for you and your family. If you aren’t sure, ask the Holy Spirit to guide your decisions and help you to choose the path that will deepen your faith and lead you closer to God.

Former witch Beth speaks about Halloween
https://sosiski.com/post/cuOkSks_KcE/former-witch-speaks-about-halloween/ 
https://sosiski.com/post/i7MUOuzBPlo/christians-and-halloween-hear-from-ex-witch/ 
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07:24 https://youtu.be/cuOkSks_KcE, 12:47 https://youtu.be/i7MUOuzBPlo 
Former witch Doreen Irvine: The dangers of Halloween
https://sosiski.com/post/441u4fHpg00/doreen-irvine-dangers-of-halloween-and-ouija-boards/
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05:53 https://youtu.be/441u4fHpg00 
A Catholic approach to Halloween
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i14tHFoUQes  
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