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FEBRUARY 3, 2017
Harry Potter is unsafe for Christians
Pope Opposes Harry Potter Novels - Signed Letters from Cardinal Ratzinger Now Online

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-opposes-harry-potter-novels-signed-letters-from-cardinal-ratzinger-now
Rimsting, Germany, July 13, 2005 
LifeSiteNews.com has obtained and made available online copies of two letters sent by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who was recently elected Pope, to a German critic of the Harry Potter novels. In March 2003, a month after the English press throughout the world falsely proclaimed that Pope John Paul II approved of Harry Potter, the man who was to become his successor sent a letter to a Gabriele Kuby outlining his agreement with her opposition to J.K. Rowling’s offerings. (See below for links to scanned copies of the letters signed by Cardinal Ratzinger.)

As the sixth issue of Rowling’s Harry Potter series - Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince - is about to be released, the news that Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger expressed serious reservations about the novels is now finally being revealed to the English-speaking world still under the impression the Vatican approves the Potter novels.

In a letter dated March 7, 2003 Cardinal Ratzinger thanked Kuby for her “instructive” book Harry Potter - gut oder böse (Harry Potter- good or evil?), in which Kuby says the Potter books corrupt the hearts of the young, preventing them from developing a properly ordered sense of good and evil, thus harming their relationship with God while that relationship is still in its infancy.

“It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” wrote Cardinal Ratzinger.

The letter also encouraged Kuby to send her book on Potter to the Vatican prelate who quipped about Potter during a press briefing which led to the false press about the Vatican support of Potter. At a Vatican press conference to present a study document on the New Age in April 2003, one of the presenters - Rev. Peter Fleetwood - made a positive comment on the Harry Potter books in response to a question from a reporter. Headlines such as “Pope Approves Potter” (Toronto Star), “Pope Sticks Up for Potter Books” (BBC), “Harry Potter Is Ok with the Pontiff” (Chicago Sun Times) and “Vatican: Harry Potter’s OK with us” (CNN Asia) littered the mainstream media.

In a second letter sent to Kuby on May 27, 2003, Cardinal Ratzinger “gladly” gave his permission to Kuby to make public “my judgement about Harry Potter.”

The most prominent Potter critic in North America, Catholic novelist and painter Michael O’Brien commented to LifeSiteNews.com on the “judgement” of now-Pope Benedict saying, “This discernment on the part of Benedict XVI reveals the Holy Father’s depth and wide ranging gifts of spiritual discernment.” O’Brien, author of a book dealing with fantasy literature for children added, “it is consistent with many of the statements he’s been making since his election to the Chair of Peter, indeed for the past 20 years - a probing accurate read of the massing spiritual warfare that is moving to a new level of struggle in western civilization. He is a man in whom a prodigious intellect is integrated with great spiritual gifts. He is the father of the universal church and we would do well to listen to him.”


English translations of the two letters by Cardinal Ratzinger follow:

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Vatican City
March 7, 2003 


Esteemed and dear Ms. Kuby!

Many thanks for your kind letter of February 20th and the informative book which you sent me in the same mail. It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.

I would like to suggest that you write to Mr. Peter Fleetwood, (Pontifical Council of Culture, Piazza S. Calisto 16, I00153 Rome) directly and to send him your book.

Sincere Greetings and Blessings,

+ Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 

=======================

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger
Vatican City
May 27, 2003 

Esteemed and dear Ms. Kuby,

Somehow your letter got buried in the large pile of name-day, birthday and Easter mail. Finally this pile is taken care of, so that I can gladly allow you to refer to my judgment about Harry Potter.

Sincere Greetings and Blessings,

+Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger


Links to the scanned copies of the two signed letters by Cardinal Ratzinger (in German) - In PDF format: 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005_docs/ratzingerletter.pdf
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005_docs/ratzingerpermission.pdf




Whirlwind of Controversy
Many thoughtful families are caught in the whirlwind of controversy over the wildly popular Harry Potter books by J. K. Rowling. That is, are these series of novels just harmless, imaginative, children's adventure stories or do they condition young readers to be more open to the occult and serious witchcraft?

It is not easy to answer these questions. Strongly pro-family spokesmen have come out on both sides of the issue.

A clue might be that the establishment media and entertainment industry are ecstatic about Harry Potter. The almost universal enthusiasm from the generally anti-family mainstream media should cause families to pause and at least take a careful look at all the arguments.

It is hoped that the following material will provide quality alternative food for thought to help parents and others to discern the best response to Harry Potter.

Michael D. O'Brien on Harry Potter

We especially direct you to the essay by Michael D. O'Brien

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.assoc-amazon.com/e/ir?t=poverellomedia-20&l=ur2&o=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 (author of A Landscape With Dragons: The Battle for Your Child's Mind[image: image2.png]


) in which he carefully analyzes the Potter phenomenon from a Christian perspective and points out the differences between the Harry Potter series and J. R. R. Tolkien

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.assoc-amazon.com/e/ir?t=poverellomedia-20&l=ur2&o=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
's The Lord of the Rings[image: image4.png]


 and C. S. Lewis

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.assoc-amazon.com/e/ir?t=poverellomedia-20&l=ur2&o=1" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
' The Chronicles of Narnia[image: image6.png]


 fantasies. Lord of the Rings has a wizard as a main character, there is also magic, lots of monsters and constant battles between good and evil.

O'Brien's essay is an education in morally sound versus morally dangerous fantasy literature for children. The work goes beyond criticizing the Potter series and stirs the conscience to reflect more seriously on the loss of traditional faith and the danger posed by the secular entertainment media. O'Brien acknowledges the Potter series is a creative, imaginative and powerful drama filled with enticing ideas. However, the allure created, according to O'Brien, heightens the danger that the crude and morally confused concepts will be assimilated and put into practice - especially by some of the more vulnerable in the target audience of impressionable children.

Other Resources

Other helpful articles from reputable sources are also listed below.

There are surprisingly very strong emotions on this topic. Hopefully, readers will emphasize reason and thoughtful, unemotional consideration of what are the most compelling arguments and what is the best course of action in response to the Harry Potter phenomena.
Harry Potter expert criticizes Vatican newspaper’s glowing review of Deathly Hallows 2
LifeSiteNews.com July 19, 2011
Harry Book Teaser: ‘Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture’ by Michael O’Brien
LifeSiteNews.com June 17, 2010
Universal Orlando to Open Immersive ‘Harry Potter World’
LifeSiteNews.com May, 19, 2010
Harry Potter and Dumbledore Used to Entice Fans into Activism for Maine Gay "Marriage" Push
LifeSiteNews.com October, 16, 2009
Vatican Paper Heaps Praise on Harry Potter Film
LifeSiteNews.com July 14, 2009
Under Influence of Harry Potter, Kids are Being Drawn into the "Language and Mechanics" of the Occult
LifeSiteNews.com July 24, 2008

Potter Author JK Rowling Equates Christians Who Avoid Potter with Islamic Fundamentalists
LifeSiteNews.com March 12, 2008
US Christian Groups React Strongly to Harry Potter Books’ Homosexual Character
LifeSiteNews.com October 30, 2007
Harry Potter Fan Website Lauds Rowling Stating a Main Character Is Gay
LifeSiteNews.com October 22, 2007
Harry Potter: The Archetype of an Abortion Survivor
LifeSiteNews.com September 5, 2007
Trying to Skirt the Pope's (Cardinal Ratzinger's) Negative Appraisal of Harry Potter
LifeSiteNews.com August 28, 2007
Harry Potter Fanatics Lash Out at Pope, Michael O'Brien, LifeSiteNews Over Criticism of Novels
LifeSiteNews.com August 23, 2007
Harry Potter and "the Death of God" - by Michael D. O'Brien
LifeSiteNews.com August 20, 2007
Vatican's Chief Exorcist Repeats Condemnation of Harry Potter Novels
LifeSiteNews.com March 1, 2006
Canada Opens First “Hogwarts” Witchcraft School
LifeSiteNews.com January 18, 2006
Tolkien and Rowling: Common Ground?
LifeSiteNews.com
Harry Potter Controversy Carries Over to Vatican Radio
LifeSiteNews.com August 15, 2005
Ten Arguments against Harry Potter - By Woman Who Corresponded with Cardinal Ratzinger
LifeSiteNews.com June 15, 2005
Pope Opposes Harry Potter Novels - Signed Letters from Cardinal Ratzinger Now Online 
LifeSiteNews.com July 13, 2005
Pope Benedict Opposes Harry Potter Novels 
LifeSiteNews.com June 27, 2005
U.S. Judge Rules Schools Cannot Require Parental Permission for Potter Books
LifeSite Daily News - April 23, 2003
Dangerous Gnosticism on the Rise
LifeSite Daily News - April 14, 2003
World Media Falsely Trumpet Approval of Harry Potter
LifeSite Daily News - February 7, 2003

Harry Potter Gets Vatican’s Blessing?
Family Life Center International

Harry Potter: An Entry Point into the World of the Occult / New Age Movement 
Family Life Center International
The Trouble with Harry - John Andrew Murray 
Family Life Center International
Restoring the Sense of Wonder - Michael D. O'Brien 
Family Life Center International 
Rome's Chief Exorcist Warns Parents against Harry Potter
LifeSite Daily News - January 2, 2002
Harry Potter: Pro and Con
Reprinted with permission from Jan/Feb 2002 Catholic Insight magazine
Harrycane: a Sign of the Times by Father Lazare de la Mere de Dieu, F.J.,
December 2001 Catholic Insight magazine
Harry Potter and the Paganization of Children's Culture by Michael D. O'Brien
Reprinted with permission from Michael D. O'Brien and Catholic World Report magazine (April 21 edition)
June Letter to Editor of Catholic World Report and Response 
From Michael O'Brien
Why Harry Potter Goes Awry
Zenit interview with Michael O'Brien, December 6, 2001
Harry Potter: Friend or Foe for Kids
Zenit, December 6, 2001 
Harry Potter: Agent of Conversion
by Toni Collins in Envoy magazine
Musings on Harry Potter
by Gregory Koukl in Stand to Reason
Harry Potter and the Lost Generations
Clare McGrath Merkle, The Cross and the Veil
The Perils of Harry Potter
Christianity today
Harry Potter 
St. Joseph's Covenant Keepers
De-Fanging C.S. Lewis
Catholiceducation.org
Potter Books: Wicked Witchcraft? 
WorldNet Daily - New documentary claims tales lead to the occult. 

Is "Harry Potter" Harmless?
Christian Answers.net
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Is the “Harry Potter…” series truly harmless?
https://christiananswers.net/q-eden/harrypotter.html
By Ken James, 2001
The reading phenomenon known as “Harry Potter” is sweeping the globe, and it truly has an international presence as readers in 200 nations, in over 40 languages, indulge in this series. A U.S. consumer research survey reports that “over half of all children between the ages of 6 and 17 have read at least one Harry Potter book.” With the financial backing of Warner Brothers, Mattel, Coca Cola, and Scholastic, Inc., Potter is sure to be a force to reckon with for years to come. Public school educators and many parents in America are thrilled with a series that has captured the imagination of children like no other in history, prompting a revived interest in reading. Reading is a good thing, but not all is as innocent as Potter fans would have others believe.

This series of books by British author J.K. Rowling focuses on the plights of young Harry, who is selected to attend the prestigious 1000-year-old Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Harry himself is an orphan, his parents (practitioners of “white magic”) murdered by the evil Lord Voldemort (a master of the “Dark Arts” [1]. But “when Lord Voldemort, the most powerful Dark Wizard for a century turned the curse that had killed so many witches and wizards on Harry Potter, it rebounded upon Voldemort, ripping him from his body, and his powers gone, barely alive, he fled.” [2]

Young Harry is given a strange marking on his forehead. “Through the sacrificial goddess magic of his mother’s love, baby Harry is saved and his blood is given magical powers. Unable to kill Harry, in revenge, Voldemort sears a death curse of a lightning bolt on Harry’s forehead.” [3] (Some have criticized the imagery behind the lightning bolt itself [4].) Rowling, a graduate of Exeter University in England, is very familiar with occultic practices, using elements and philosophies behind “pagan religions, Celtic religions, the religions of the druids, witchcraft, [and] Satanism.” [5]

Little is said during the time Harry’s parents are killed until he is around 10 years old. At the age of 11, Harry travels to Hogwarts, where he and other students are taught by the faculty, all accomplished wizards and witches, how to properly use magic tools, spells and rituals.

One such tool is a tail feather from the powerful, mythical Phoenix bird. The school Headmaster, Albus Dumbledore, owns such a bird, a symbol of resurrection. Both Harry and Lord Voldemort use the tail feather in their wand, perhaps symbolizing, as some critics say, that the source of their powers come from the same place, even though Potter and Voldemort are enemies, one using “white” magic and one “dark arts.” The wand is only one of many magical items used and studied.

A Fantasy World

Children are understandably fascinated with the kind of power that Harry and others in his world possess. Author J.K. Rowling says, 

“The idea that we could have a child who escapes from the confines of the adult world and goes somewhere where he has power, both literally and metaphorically, really appealed to me.” [6] 

Certainly power is appealing, especially “white” witchcraft like this that is made to look so innocent.

Even some Christian leaders agree that it’s “just fantasy” and generally acceptable for the Christian reader, including Chuck Colson of Breakpoint, the editors of World Magazine, and Connie Neal (author of What’s A Christian To Do With Harry Potter?). [7] However, occult experts, Marcia Montenegro of Christian Answers for the New Age [8] and Caryl Matrisciana, author of Gods of the New Age [9], disagree with their Christian peers. Both have personal experience in the occult before becoming Christians.

As one example among many, Caryl points to a chapter in the fourth book entitled Flesh, Blood and Bone.

“Harry is magically transported with his friend Cedric to a dark, scary graveyard. There, Harry is tied to the headstone of Lord Voldemort’s father’s tomb by Voldemort’s slave, Wormtail—a shapeshifter who takes the form of a rat. A slithering snake, synonymous with the presence of Voldemort, circles around Harry. Following an order to kill from a voice of unknown origin, the slave utters a death curse. In shock, Harry witnesses the murder of his friend Cedric.” [10]
Perhaps all of this sounds a bit scary, but nothing to be concerned about. Potter fans say that this world is just make-believe and has no bearing on the real world. While a few Christians don’t even like to read or see classics such as Sleeping Beauty, Lord of the Rings, or Chronicles of Narnia due to the mere presence of evil, most Christians recognize the good vs. evil element as being clearly delineated. Evil is evil, and good is good, and good is promoted while evil is not.

But in the Potter series, the line is not so clear. The “good” guys practice “white magic”, while the bad guys practice the “Dark Arts”. Readers become fascinated with the magic used (explained in remarkable detail). Yet God is clear in Scripture that any practice of magic is an “abomination” to him. God doesn’t distinguish between “white” and “dark” magic since they both originate from the same source.

“There shall not be found among you anyone who …practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives them out from before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not appointed such for you.” Deut. 18:10-14

Furthermore, if one were to use the reasoning that such objectionable material can be included in fantasy literature, then “that line of reasoning would tell you that you could include in fantasy any violence, pornography, whatever you wanted, and still defend those books by that very same statement.” [11]

The problem is, witchcraft is not fantasy; it is a sinful reality in our world. 

“J.K. Rowling, the author of the Harry Potter series, has gone through an awful lot of research. She is very accurate (otherwise we would have witches all over the country and the world saying ‘this is not a true representation of our religion.’) This is a true representation of witchcraft, and the black arts, and black magic. And yet we have people that say this is merely fantasy and harmless reading for our children. Actually, what makes this more dangerous is that it is couched in fantasy language, and children’s literature, and made to be humorous, and beautifully written and extremely provocative reading and it just opens up children to want to have the next one. This is what is so harmful.” [12]

Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged studies elements of Rowlings’s imagery and writings, including the use of the “Potter” name in Pagan religion [13], shapechanging [14], meditation [15], human sacrifice [16], feminine power, Wicca (the religion of witchcraft) [17], the tools, spells and curses used in witchcraft [18], Christian youth and their involvement [19], communicating with the spirit world, reincarnation, situational ethics in witchcraft, the lightning bolt as a power symbol, broomsticks and witches’ hats as phallic symbols, dabbling in divination and sorcery, recruitment, teaching children dark arts, Scholastic Inc.’s involvement, and more.

We can be sure that this video by Jeremiah Films, while probably the first of its kind to deal with Harry Potter from a biblical cautionary perspective, will not be the last. The Christian Booksellers Association’s 13,000 member annual meeting in 2000 had a noticeable lack of anything Potter. 

“Clara Sessoms, who manages Living Water Christian Books in Marion, Ind. [says] ‘I don’t think people fully realize what they’re dealing with, and I think anyone who knows anything about spiritual warfare knows those books can open the door to spiritual bondage.’ ‘And I think it’s worse that children are the target,’ said Jessica Ruemler, a buyer for Living Water. ‘It opens the doors for young minds. You put sorcery in, what do you expect to get out?’” [20] 

Many concerned parents agree. According to the American Library Association, the best-selling Harry Potter series topped the list of the nation’s most frequently challenged books for two years in a row. [21] Author John Andrew Murray believes that… “With the growing popularity of youth-oriented TV shows on witchcraft—‘Sabrina, the Teenage Witch;’ ‘Charmed;’ ‘Buffy the Vampire Slayer’—a generation of children is becoming desensitized to the occult. But with Hollywood’s help, Harry Potter will likely surpass all these influences, potentially reaping some grave spiritual consequences.” [22] 

Potter has caused quite a stir in many nations, with several Australian Christian schools supporting a banning of the books. “Dr. Chas Gullo of the Christian Outreach College, a private school in Queensland state, said he read one chapter from Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire and was exposed to four murders. “It was pretty gory,” Gullo said in Brisbane’s Courier-Mail newspaper.” [23] Rev. Robert Frisken of Christian Community Schools Ltd in Australia says: “The ordinary person is typified as being bad because they have no (magic) powers, and heroes are the people who are using the occult. Good finds itself in the occult, which is an inversion of morality for many Christian people” [24] Even many non-Christian parents have been concerned due to the greatly heightened fear that their younger children have after reading Potter’s books. [25]

While some practicing Wiccans flatly deny any link between Potter’s world and theirs [26], the evidence is undeniably clear that Potter promotes an interest in magic and the occult. Parents, whether Christian or not, must take an active role in what their children are being exposed to and determine what is appropriate. Christians especially should be guided by God’s Word, the Bible.

Author Richard Abanes has written a book called Harry Potter and the Bible. He says that the movies and books not only teach anti-Christian lessons on the occult, but also moral relativism, and desensitize children to profanity and off-color humor.

So, what is a Christian to do? Ask, seek, and knock. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you lead your family in taking a biblical worldview of morality, seeking to please God (and not conform to man). Seek out what the Bible says about the occult (be sure to read our other articles) and how Christians are to react to it. And knock on the doors of your friends who may also be unsure what to do with Harry Potter. There is a useful video titled “Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged” to share with your family, your church, and others.
Notes

1. Dark Arts: “…differ from other forms of magic in the intent of the wizard using it. Most magic is relatively neutral—it can be used for bad or good. Some magic, however, is Evil in its intention through and through. Spells of this kind are often called curses. Curses are spells that are often intended to cause harm to another person. This intention to do harm places that spell into the realm of the Dark Arts…” as quoted from Steve Vander Ark’s The Harry Potter Lexicon http://www.i2k.com/~svderark/lexicon/ 
2. ibid

3. “Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged” © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

4. Some fans mimic this marking by giving themselves a lightning bolt on the forehead. This marking causes some concern, as the lightning bolt, in mythology, is known as Thor’s calling card (the god of thunder, rain and fertility), later used by Hitler’s Nazi party in the form of two crossing lightning bolts (according to Christine Hall’s February 3, 1999 article in ESP Magazine.)

5. Caryl Matrisciana in Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

6. Scholastic.com

7. In an interview with Michael Ireland of Assist Ministries, Connie Neal justifies her book by saying: “I saw tremendous opportunity to overcome evil with good, diffusing and using Harry Potter to educate kids about occult dangers, share the gospel in a relevant way, teach kids principled moral decision-making, and spiritual discernment. My friends convinced me that I could help Christians who aren’t comfortable explaining Bible teachings as they correlate to popular culture.”

8. “Christian Answers for the New Age is a ministry responding to alternative religions: to inform and educate others about New Age and occult beliefs; to respond to those involved in New Age/occult/Eastern belief systems with the love and truth of Christ (I Peter 3:15-16); and to serve as a resource on aspects of New Age/occult thinking and practices such as astrology, psychic powers, meditation, Witchcraft/Wicca, alternative healing, Magick, etc.” Marcia Montenegro, christiananswersforthenewage.org 
9. Caryl Matrisciana, “cofounder and producer of Jeremiah Films Inc., is an author, film producer, commercial artist, researcher and world renowned expert on contemporary religions, cults and the occult [who] helped produce more than thirty documentaries revealing today’s cultural trends, with a special emphasis on religious cults.” She is the author of Gods of the New Age, The Evolution Conspiracy and God Makers II. Info from http://www.therealpotter.com/ask_caryl.htm

10. Julie Foster, staff reporter for WorldNetDaily

11. Robert S. McGee, author of The Search for Significance, as quoted in Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

12. Caryl Matrisciana as quoted in Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

13. “Potter” is a Pagan witch, “the female goddess of Babylon who is considered the potter who created the human being from clay. God, unable to give birth, is essentially believed to have tried to mimic the Potter. The feminine-oriented cult of witchcraft sees the woman and her process of birth as fundamental in the new life, the transformation, the alchemy, the changing of the inner man to higher consciousness which is what Harry Potter is all about… This is an upside down reversal of what a Christian believes. When they come into a personal relationship with Christ they are transformed and take on the mind of Christ.” Caryl Matrisciana in Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

14. Harry’s father appears to Harry as a horned god (a stag).

15. Meditation is a recurring theme. Harry is always being encouraged to “concentrate hard enough [and] you can have what you want.”

16. The concept of human sacrifice is brought up several times in the Potter series. “Lord Voldemort, Harry’s archenemy, takes a vile of blood from Harry in book number four in order to have the blood run through his own veins in order that he can be resurrected and have a body.” Caryl Matrisciana in Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged © 2001, Jeremiah Films.

17. Caryl Matrisciana calls Wicca “The fastest growing religion in America.” Robert S. McGee, author of The Search for Significance, explains that those involved in Wicca believe “there is no Satan, and therefore no evil spirits. Yet they report experiencing spiritual power from which they receive their power, refusing to label these powers evil, they choose to believe their origin is either from nature or natural from within, but neutral.”

18. When it comes to spells, proponents of the Potter series defend the books by arguing that the spells aren’t real. While this may be true, Matrisciana argues that the principle is laid that “if you learn certain words, you can have power.” (Warned against by Jesus in Matthew 6:6-8) Potter teaches that there is legitimacy in spells.

19. Despite God’s warning (see above) many Christian youth are heavily involved in Potter books. They are unknowingly opening the door to the spiritual world of the occult, often leading to destructive patterns of sexual promiscuity, drug use, depression, etc.

20. “Latest “Harry Potter” book meets cautionary response from Christians” by Art Toalston, Baptist Press, July 13, 2000

21. “Harry Potter Series Tops Annual List of Controversial Books” Bloomberg, February 2, 2001

22. Quote from John Andrew Murray, headmaster of the Episcopal school St. Timothy’s-Hale, Raleigh, N.C., and writer/director of the video “Think About It: Understanding the Impact of TV-Movie Violence,” As quoted in “Latest “Harry Potter” book meets cautionary response from Christians” by Art Toalston, Baptist Press, July 13, 2000

23. “Aussie school bans “violent” Harry Potter”, AP, January 26, 2001

24. Sydney Morning Herald, March 27, 2001

25. “The Trouble With Harry” by Marguerite Kelly, Washington Post, February 14, 2001

26. “Wiccans dispute Potter claims”, Ben Roy, Citizen Online-Newfound Area Bureau, October 26, 2000. However, The Isle of Avalon Foundation (England) began offering a “part-time course in witchcraft for the 21st century” according to a Reuters, April 6, 2001 release, in part due to the renewed interest in the occult. Other witches have also noticed an increase in interest.
What is the Occult? Answer
What does the Bible say about the occult? Answer
MALEVOLENT SPIRITS Where do these dangerous, hostile, and evil entities come from? An Open Letter to Wiccan Believers - GO
WICCANS AND PAGANS What do they believe? Answer
What does the Bible say about spirits being left behind on Earth after death? Answer
“Harry Potter, Sorcery and Fantasy” offsite
“Harry Potter: A Journey to Power” offsite
“Some Thoughts on the Harry Potter Series” - offsite
“Harry Potter and Christians” offsite
“The Problem with Harry Potter” by Dr. David Brown offsite
“Harry Potter: Seduction into the Dark World of the Occult” offsite 
Recommended resources
1 Josh McDowell and Don Stewart, The Occult: The Authority of the Believer Over the Powers of Darkness (San Bernardino, California: Here’s Life Publishers, 1992), 249 pp.

2. Danny Korem and Paul Meier, The Fakers (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Book House, 1980).
Relevant scriptures

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22—“Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil.”

James 1:27—“keep oneself from being polluted by the world”

3 John 1:11—“do not imitate what is evil”

Romans 12:9—“abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.”

Deuteronomy 18:9-14—do not learn to imitate detestable ways, including spiritists, sorcerers and witchcraft

Ephesians 5:11-12—“Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness” / “live as children of light”

1 Timothy 4:1—don’t “follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons”

1 Corinthians 10:21

2 Corinthians 6:14-17—“what fellowship can light have with darkness?”

Philippians 4:8—think about pure, lovely, noble things

1 Corinthians 11:1—“follow the example of Christ”

1 Corinthians 10:31—“whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God”

James 4:7-8—submit yourselves to God / resist the devil / purify your hearts

Ezekiel 44:23—“…teach my people… to distinguish between the unclean and the clean.”

Proverbs 22:6—“train a child in the way he should go”

Matthew 18:6—“if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin…”

Hosea 4:6—“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”

John 3:19-20—people love darkness instead of light

Romans 13:12—“put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

Ephesians 6:11-18—“take your stand against the devil’s schemes.”

Movie reviews
Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (2001) 

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002)
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004)
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005)
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007)
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (2009)
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1 (2010)
Potter books: Wicked witchcraft?
http://www.wnd.com/2001/08/10460/
By Julie Foster, August 2001
As kids around the world anxiously await the fall opening of Warner Bros.’ film “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” an occult expert has released a documentary video, “Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repackaged, Making Evil Look Innocent,” claiming the Harry Potter phenomenon is incompatible with Christianity.

With four books of the seven-book series published since 1999, Harry Potter’s popularity has skyrocketed. The young character is the creation of British author J.K. Rowling, who is expected to finish the fifth installment of the series next year. Now, with the first of several feature-film adaptations of the children’s story set to open on Nov. 16, Harry Potter fever has started heating up again.

The books made headlines in the United States in 1999, after the first Harry Potter installment was released stateside. Shortly thereafter, many parents and religious groups expressed concern that the story should not be taken lightly as mere children’s fantasy literature. Critics disapprove of the books’ presentation of the occult as a positive, virtuous lifestyle.

To understand the controversy surrounding the books, it is necessary to review their content. While not all of the characters and story lines may be explored in this report, a few key elements should be discussed. 

Set in England, the books chronicle the life of young Harry Potter, whose wizard parents were killed by the evil Lord Voldemort. Because Harry escaped the death curse of Voldemort, he was given a mark on his forehead – a lightning bolt. On his 11th birthday, Harry receives an invitation to the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Each of the four published books represents a year at Hogwarts.

Voldemort is a non-physical “dark magic” being who inhabits the bodies of various characters in the books. Perhaps most notably, Voldemort possesses Quirrell, Hogwarts’ “Defense against the Dark Arts” teacher. 

Voldemort taught Quirrell, “There is no good and evil; there is only power, and those too weak to seek it.”

The evil lord made Quirrell his slave and could be seen on the back of the teacher’s head, which Quirrell covered with a turban. Book one explains this phenomenon:

Where there should have been a back to Quirrel’s head, there was a face, the most terrible face Harry had ever seen. It was chalk white with glaring red eyes and slits for nostrils, like a snake.

See what I have become?” the face said. “Mere shadow and vapor. … I have form only when I can share another’s body … but there have always been those willing to let me into their hearts and minds. … Unicorn blood has strengthened me these past weeks. … Once I have the Elixir of Life, I will be able to create a body of my own. …”

Voldemort, according to Hogwarts’ Headmaster Albus Dumbledore, “is looking for another body to share. … not being truly alive, he cannot be killed.” When Voldemort dispossessed Quirrell, the teacher died. 

Rowling has said publicly that she intentionally created the graphic evil characters and scenes in her wildly popular series. 

“I made a very conscious decision right at the beginning that I was writing about someone evil, and I wasn’t going to tell a lie. I wasn’t going to pretend that an evil person is a paper cutout and no one really gets hurt. OK, if you’re writing about evil, I think generally you have a responsibility to show what that means, and that’s the way I’m writing them. I think they’re quite, well actually, I think they’re very moral books,” Rowling told a television news program.

Many agree with the author’s premise, but critics object to the use of witchcraft and wizardry in fighting evil, not to mention the book’s graphic depictions of evil. Even the good wizards in Harry’s world cause eyebrows to be raised in many circles. One such example is found in Headmaster Dumbledore.

Dumbledore is the one wizard Voldemort fears. In book one, the headmaster explains how his 666-year-old business partner Nicolas Flamel and Nicolas’ wife, Perenelle, will die. The couple discusses with Dumbledore their eminent suicide, which will be a byproduct of their actions to stop Voldemort. 

Explaining to an astonished Harry, the headmaster says, “To one as young as you, I’m sure it seems incredible, but to Nicolas and Perenelle, it really is like going to bed after a very, very long day. After all, to the well-organized mind, death is but the next great adventure.”

There are varying degrees of opposition to the Harry Potter books, from those who choose not to allow their own children to read the series to those who would have the book banned. One woman, filmmaker and occult expert Caryl Matrisciana, focuses her efforts on explaining what she believes are the dangers of the series and how the books portray a lifestyle diametrically opposed to that of the Christian.

Matrisciana, co-founder of Jeremiah Films with her husband, Patrick Matrisciana, has spent 25 years researching the occult. A fifth-generation descendant of a British colonial family, Matrisciana was born and raised in Calcutta, India, where she was exposed to what she describes as the “black side” of Hinduism. While in India, she saw first-hand Hindu religious practices involving human blood and bones. She distinguishes the “black side” from the “everyday religious practices” of Hinduism, which involve heavy reliance on astrology for decision-making.

Upon moving to England, Matrisciana became involved in the occult – literally meaning “hidden knowledge.” But the filmmaker said her deep-seated fear of the “black side” of mysticism, which she credits to her experiences in India, kept her from performing more graphic rituals. Eventually, she became a Christian and worked through the British media to raise awareness of the dangers of the occult.

Matrisciana encourages Christians in her new hour-long documentary video to take an honest look at the world children fantasize about when reading Rowling’s books.

“Through Harry Potter books and audios, children as young as kindergarten age are being introduced to human sacrifice, the sucking of blood from dead animals and possession by spirit beings,” the video states.

Matrisciana points to a quote from book one of the series, from which the upcoming film was produced. In chapter five, Harry finds a dead unicorn in the “Forbidden Forest.”

It was a unicorn all right, and it was dead. … Harry had taken one step toward it when a slithering sound made him freeze where he stood. A bush on the edge of the clearing quivered. … Then, out of the shadows, a hooded figure came crawling across the ground like some stalking beast. … The cloaked figure reached the unicorn, lowered its head over the wound in the animal’s side, and began to drink its blood. …

… The hooded figure raised its head and looked right at Harry – unicorn blood was dribbling down its front. …

Then a pain like he’d (Harry) never felt before pierced his head; it was as though his scar were on fire.

While Matrisciana draws many symbolic parallels between Harry’s world and Christianity – Voldemort’s “slithering” form to that of Satan in the biblical account of creation, for example – the graphic nature of the scene is enough to turn many parents off. 

Indeed, “Voldemort’s agenda of cruel revenge to those who oppose him, and the ultimate physical death of Harry’s friend, is carried out throughout the rest of the Harry Potter series,” said Matrisciana, who has read all four books in the series.

Many parents, regardless of their faith, may not wish to have their children read about evil non-physical beings who drink the blood of animals to gain power. But the books are marketed to children ages 9-12. For Christians in particular, the acclamation given Harry Potter’s world is seen as unbiblical.

In the book of Deuteronomy, one of the Bible’s books of “law” in Jewish and Christian traditions, witchcraft and sorcery are specifically condemned. 

Chapter 18, verses 10-14, read: “Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and because of these detestable practices the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you. You must be blameless before the Lord your God. The nations you will dispossess listen to those who practice sorcery or divination. But as for you, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do so.”

Noted Matrisciana, “Divination and sorcery are taught in an assortment of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry classes, as is spell-casting. A medium, demon-possessed teacher prophesies a message of death in a very realistic trance state. Spirits appear as those who died and arrive at strategic times to help Harry when he is in danger. His dead parents appear in the mirror of Harry’s desire and give words of encouragement as they, too, help him in times of danger.”

The video documentary details numerous similarities between the spells and magic used by Harry Potter and those used in the witchcraft of the Wiccan religion. Such striking similarity, said Matrisciana, is evidence that the author has meticulously researched Wicca and included its tenets in her children’s books. 

“My greatest concern is that godly fear that protects mankind from dabbling in the spirit world is being taken away from children who read these Harry Potter books. The terrors and horrors of black magic and occult practice, rituals, ceremonies and demon possession are being normalized,” she said. “Alarmingly, the Potter books are engaging in pagan discipleship, disciplining our children to spiritual alternatives and also turning them away from the biblical principles and God’s protection.”

Some children who read the books, often more than once, may find themselves attracted to the magical world Harry lives in, she said. In attempting to create their own spells and charms, kids may turn to other books that teach witchcraft. 

Just as Christians find themselves increasingly attracted to Scripture and the things of God, dabblers in the occult become more deeply entrenched in the dark arts, remarked Matrisciana, who lived through the experience herself.

But John Monk, an editorial writer for The State in Columbia, S.C., said the claim that Harry Potter lures children into the occult is “poppycock.”

“You might as well say ‘Gone With The Wind’ teaches young readers to be slave owners, or ‘Treasure Island’ entices children to be pirates, or ‘Peter Pan’ urges children to run away from home,” Monk wrote in a an October 1999 editorial, when anti-Potter sentiments began heating up.

Contrary to opponents’ claims, “The Potter books promote – through their characters – friendship, love, bravery, self-reliance, the importance of family and tolerance toward those different from us. They depict the quest for knowledge, wisdom and right action – the universal journey every human takes. The books condemn bullies, falsity, rudeness, greed and Nazi-like tendencies to denigrate and hurt those who aren’t like us,” he continued.

Monk acknowledges Rowling’s raw depiction of evil, and compares the characters to those in the Bible.

Rowling’s characters, he wrote, “struggle within themselves. But no worthwhile book, the Bible included, has only plastic people. Life is played for keeps. Good books reflect that.”

All that aside, however, Monk said he understands why some people dislike the books.

“Many people just don’t understand that writers use the supernatural as a prop. That’s different from luring kids to the occult. That said, however, we certainly should respect parents’ rights to choose what their own children read. We shouldn’t force children to read books they aren’t ready for. But school officials, librarians and teachers must stand firm against any attempt to ban Potter books from [South Carolina] classrooms or schools. This is a state where tens of thousands of children read below grade level. And Potter books are turning kids on to reading.”

But in some schools, Harry Potter is not merely available to kids in the school library. The books’ publisher, Scholastic, encourages teachers to read the books aloud in class and provides discussion guides for teachers and parents. On the publisher’s website, children are invited to enter a “discussion chamber” where they answer questions about the Harry Potter series and related topics. 

One such question asked kids, “Although students are prohibited to practice their magic in the Muggle world (the everyday, non-magical world), what one spell would you most like to cast in the real world … if you had the chance? Why?”

Erik, 11, answered, “I would cast a spell to have peace in the world.” 

Sam, 9, said, “I would like to turn some books into real places, characters, etc.”

And 9-year-old Nicola replied, “I would like to cast a spell so when someone thought bad thoughts about you they would be sent to a corn field to work there until they started thinking nice things. The charm would be: ‘Hocus Pocus 123 put this person in the corn field for me!'”

Other questions encourage kids to think about their own lives through the lens of Harry Potter’s world. For example, one question reads, “Of all the characters in the Harry Potter book series, which one is most like you, and why?” Another asks kids, “You are to report on your home town for Muggle Studies class. What would wizards find most interesting?”

Matrisciana thinks introduction of the Harry Potter books into the classroom as a springboard for curriculum is unacceptable. Because the books are so well-researched, the values and ceremonies portrayed closely resemble Wicca, which is a legitimate, government-recognized religion. A key tenet of that religion is that there is no absolute truth, said Matrisciana. With a captive audience, public school teachers are able, consciously or not, to embrace Wiccan teachings, conditioning children to believe there are no absolutes, she explained. 

“The only absolute is that Christianity is wrong,” she added. 

But even some Christians are endorsing Harry Potter. In a November 1999 broadcast of his radio series “Breakpoint,” author Chuck Colson commended Harry and his friends for their “courage, loyalty and a willingness to sacrifice for one another – even at the risk of their lives.” Colson dismissed the pagan practices as “purely mechanical, as opposed to occultic. That is, Harry and his friends cast spells, read crystal balls and turn themselves into animals – but they don’t make contact with a supernatural world. … [It’s not] the kind of real-life witchcraft the Bible condemns.”

And popular Christian publication World Magazine reviewed book one of the series in May 1999, calling it “a delight – with a surprising bit of depth.” Author Roy Maynard assured World readers that “Rowling … keeps it safe, inoffensive and non-occult. This is the realm of Gandalf and the Wizard of Id, not witchcraft. There is a fairy-tale order to it all in which, as Chesterton and Tolkien pointed out, magic must have rules, and good does not – cannot – mix with bad.”

But Matrisciana disagrees with her Christian colleagues, and finds it hard to believe the books do not portray the occult. As an example, she points to book four, the most recent of the series, which contains a gruesome narrative in the chapter titled, “Flesh, Blood and Bone”

In the chapter, Harry is magically transported with his friend Cedric to a dark, scary graveyard. There, Harry is tied to the headstone of Lord Voldemort’s father’s tomb by Voldemort’s slave, Wormtail – a shapeshifter who takes the form of a rat. A slithering snake, synonymous with the presence of Voldemort, circles around Harry. Following an order to kill from a voice of unknown origin, the slave utters a death curse. In shock, Harry witnesses the murder of his friend Cedric.

“While Rowling had warned there’d be a death in this book and said Harry’s world would be getting darker, this is not a death per se. It isn’t even a murder per se,” said Matrisciana. “The diabolical truth is this is an intentional human sacrifice, a symbolic human sacrifice and very necessary for the ritual that is about to take place within the next page or so. In serious magic, a human sacrifice is essential for the power to work.”

After Cedric’s murder, the largest cauldron Harry has ever seen, filled with a magic brew, is heated over flames Wormtail has magically conjured up. At another command, Wormtail lifts a bundle Harry thought looked like a baby and lowers it into the heated sparkling juice in the cauldron. But the thing is not a baby – it is a gruesome crouching creature that turns out to be the human skeletal being of Voldemort. 

“Ugly, slimy, blind, hairless and scaly-looking, dark, raw, reddish black, thin, feeble, flat and snakelike face with gleaming red eyes,” the book reads.

This hideous frail human body makes “a soft thud” as it hits the bottom of the boiling cauldron. Then Wormtail, using his wand and words of power, commands bone to ascend out of Lord Voldemort’s father’s grave and join his son in the cauldron. Powdered bone magically travels into the cauldron. The ritual continues as the self-sacrificing slave performs a morbid self-inflicted mutilation with his silver dagger and chops off his right arm. Writhing in pain over “the bleeding stump of his arm, gasping and sobbing,” he throws his fresh flesh into the brew. With his spare left arm, Wormtail draws blood from Harry in a grotesque ceremony. When Harry’s powerful blood touches the smoking liquid of the cauldron, the concoction is complete, and Voldemort is reborn.

“This is a satanic ritual, repulsively diabolical, because in Satan’s twisted method, it is meant to duplicate, with blasphemous sarcasm, God’s requirements for creation and resurrected, born-again life,” said Matrisciana. “In perfection, these only come through the power of God’s word and work of his Holy Spirit. ‘Bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh’ was Adam’s acknowledgment to God for Eve’s physical new creation. Jesus’ self-sacrificing flesh and blood were sacrificially given as a penalty for our sins, and through a personal acceptance of that free gift, there is spiritual rebirth and newness of a resurrected life. But in actuality, what is rising? A spirit creature that needs human flesh and blood in order to survive? A type of cannibal and vampire? What is taking place here?

“It’s hard to imagine Rowling can get darker than the following story but she promises she will,” the filmmaker continued. “Christians need to understand that God finds witchcraft evil,” she said, adding that the books cleverly mask the true nature of their contents by repackaging evil in a fascinating, alluring child’s world.

“Most people are probably reading this from the superficial level. But if you start looking into the symbology of it, you see that it’s a real religion,” she said. “If you start on the assumption that witchcraft is evil, then you can read it with open eyes.”

Known to Christians as the personification of evil and “Father of Lies,” Satan’s purpose is destruction and turning Christianity on its head, she added.

“Christians are so naïve because they’ve been sheltered by Christian America,” she said. “This very Christian culture, while it’s being protective, it has also bred a sort of lukewarm Christian” that doesn’t see evil as evil, the filmmaker concluded.

De-fanging C.S. Lewis: Will new Narnia books lose the religion?
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/art/de-fanging-c-s-lewis-will-new-narnia-books-lose-the-religion.html
By Joe Woodward, National Catholic Register, July 2001
More than half a century after the original series was published, HarperCollins Publishers has announced its plans to create a new series of Narnia children’s novels and picture books, using a stable of established children’s fantasy writers. The publisher seems eager to give the kids what they want, but not necessarily their parents.

Children like the Narnia Chronicles because they evoke a fantasy wonderland populated by people like Digory, Polly, Lucy, Edmund and the great lion, Aslan. Catholic parents like them because they know Aslan is a Christ figure and the author, C.S. Lewis, wrote the books in part to evangelize readers.

C.S. Lewis Co. director Simon Adley, holding the Narnia copyright, assured Lewis fans this spring that his estate would play a role in the new series, to avoid "exploitation of the books."

Weeks later, however, a HarperCollins strategy memo was leaked to the media that was less reassuring.

"Obviously, this is a biggie as far as the estate and our publishing interests are concerned," wrote an involved Harper San Francisco executive. "We'll need to be able to give emphatic assurances that no attempt will be made to correlate the stories to Christian imagery/theology."

With the leaking of that memo, the fat was in the fire. Catholic, Protestant and agnostic commentators alike denounced the memo.

"The Narnia books are classics just because of their overarching Christian moral structure," chided Ottawa Citizen editorialist John Robson. Seattle University professor John G. West, co-editor of the C.S. Lewis Readers' Encyclopedia, fumed that "they're turning Narnia into a British version of Mickey Mouse."

Another commentator quipped, "The series will be just another amputee pretending it still walks on both feet." And newspaper letter-writers were generally "repulsed by the greed and blatant ignorance of HarperCollins and C.S. Lewis's estate."

Not everyone has been so alarmed by the publisher's plans, however.

"It's just the Harry Potter thing, and after all, they're just trying to make money," said Toronto writer Michael Coren, author of the biography, C.S. Lewis: The Man Who Created Narnia. "They'll have a hell of a job de-Christianizing Lewis, because his Christianity is so implicit and so frequent. So what if they do? Anybody who likes the spin-offs will read Lewis himself. Anybody who likes the abridged version will go back to the original."

He cited the movie Shadowlands, starring Anthony Hopkins, which he said was another "de-Christianized version of Lewis."

"But so what?" he asked. "It didn't hurt anything, and it got more people reading him."

The author's view

When Lewis first began publishing his Narnia books in 1950, he apparently made no attempt to advertise their Christian motifs. Yet, in a 1954 letter, he wrote that the Narnia Chronicles began with the premise of the Son of God becoming incarnate as a lion in a different reality a world with a "doorway" to 20th century Britain through a wardrobe in the attic of a London home.

Narnia's Christianity may be only implicit, but it is pervasive. In Volume 1, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the Christ-lion Aslan gives up his own life to save a child who's turned traitor - Aslan then returns to life.

In another volume, a boy turns himself into a dragon by dwelling on his resentments. When he then wishes to regain his friendship with the other children, Aslan leads him to a pool of water baptism where he painfully rips off his scales and frees the boy within.

And in the final volume, The Last Battle, the children take part in an Apocalypse the End-time for the world of Narnia mirroring the Bible's Book of Revelation.

Until the Harry Potter revolution in juvenile literature, the seven volumes of Lewis' Narnia series were the most influential children's books in the world, voted so by successive polls of parents, librarians and teachers, and by their sales: 65 million copies in 30 languages over 50 years.

In the last four years, however, British writer J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter books have sold 100 million in 42 languages.

The Potter books haven't cut into Narnia's market. They've greatly expanded it. HarperCollins' decision to extend the Narnia series was reportedly sparked by the fact that, once Pottermania really took off, Narnia sales rose 20%.

In a formal June 4 statement on its C.S. Lewis Publishing Program, the publisher says its goal is "to publish the works of C.S. Lewis to the broadest possible audience, and leave any interpretation of the works to the reader."

In a brief interview with the Register, June 12, HarperCollins executive Lisa Herling would first refer only to the June 4 statement: "The works of C.S. Lewis will continue to be published by HarperCollins as written by the author with no alteration."

Then when pressed to confirm whether there would be new Narnia books, written by new authors, she did say, "It is expected that there will be future books."

Creating new classics?

Focus on the Family writer Paul McCusker, producing the Narnia books as radio plays, said, "I've been fascinated by the reaction to the news of the new Narnia books. I've gotten dozens e-mails from people wondering what's happening."

McCusker sees no problem in a publisher downplaying the Christianity in Lewis' own books, since Lewis himself "never made a big deal of it. He was amused that kids picked up the biblical imagery quicker than adults."
And if downplaying it improves the marketability and broadens the books' exposure, so much the better, he said.

But writing new stories, shorn of his Christianity, is another matter. "Lewis's Christianity was integral to his worldview," he said. "How true could the new books be to Narnia, if they take that out? Could you trust any writer who'd do it?"

What can't be anticipated is the effect on the HarperCollins writers themselves, from immersion in the original, McCusker said. "You can pray there'll be something redemptive in the process of writing them."

Christopher Mitchell is director of the Marion E. Wade Center in Wheaton (Ill.) College, home of the Lewis archives. He said the new books will likely be, not sequels to the old plot line, but rather stories stuck in the gaps of the existing tales.

"Clearly, they're facing a great challenge," he said. "The minimum they'll have to achieve, to stay true to Lewis's intention, is to make good attractive, while not making the bad any less bad. It's always easy to create believable evil characters. Making goodness believable and attractive is hard. And the new books will be judged from the perspective of the classics."

Boston College philosophy professor Peter Kreeft said that the providential order, "the benign concern of a hidden God," distinguishes Christian fantasy from the pagan alternatives, like Harry Potter. The fantasy universe differs in detail, but not in principle.

"Good and evil, justice and injustice, loyalty and betrayal, life and death, these remain the same, no matter how different the fantasy world," Kreeft said.

Christian fantasy serves at least three purposes, Kreeft said: Human beings inevitably see the world through moral categories. The moral imagination, the lens of these perceptions, is inevitably shaped by stories, tales and myths. "False myths," where falsehood triumphs and evil brings happiness, are intellectual pornography, actively corrupting the young, said Kreeft.

The Harry Potter books are largely innocuous, Kreeft thought. If they have a problem, it lies not in the fact that their magic is demonic, but rather that it is so pedestrian and technological concerned with things like baking cakes, traveling and playing pranks.

"Real" magic, the magic of Narnia and J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, is "a beauty that can't be controlled," something that "we enter into," rather than simply use.

Dad's view

Catholic father-of-eight Paul Moroney said that he was first exposed to the Narnia books as a boy, read them again in college, and has read them aloud to his kids when the books could be dug out of the bedrooms of the older kids.

"If the new books don't have a Christian message," Moroney said, "I couldn't see us going past the first one."
Is Harry Potter good for our kids?
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/harry_potter.pdf
By Vivian W. Dudro, St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers, July-August 2000
With all of the media hype, even in the Catholic press, I could not help looking over the Harry Potter books while shopping one day. After reading a few pages, I put Potter down with a shudder. Oozing with the occult and dressed with disgusting details, these stories by J.K. Rowling are not the kind of thing I would read my little ones at bedtime. Compared with the truly great books lining our shelves at home, they are not the kind of literature I would want my 10- and 12-year-old sons to read on their own, either.

Despite my decision to pass on Potter, he has affected my children. As we were leaving the park one recent afternoon, my six-year-old daughter informed me that she and a herd of other girls her age had pretended they were the characters from the Rowling books.

“We were using sticks as magic wands, Mom,” she said. “Oh? And what were you doing with these magic wands?” I asked.

“We were casting spells and killing bugs,” she answered. “Why were you killing bugs?” “Because they were the bad guys,” she shrugged.

Her responses troubled me. How has Harry Potter become so ubiquitous that he influences the play of children too young to read about him? More importantly, why do these stories link magic, power and the killing of one's enemies in the tender imagination of little girls? To begin answering these questions, I read two of the books myself.

In the very beginning of the first two episodes, Rowling's heavy-handed and sophomoric treatment of Harry’s aunt, uncle and cousin disturbed me. These relatives, who become Harry's adoptive family after the murder of his parents, are narcissistic and vulgar, with no redeeming characteristics whatsoever.

In one repulsive scene, Cousin Dudley belches at the breakfast table, while his fat buttocks hang over the sides of the chair. Meanwhile, with a bit of food clinging to his face, Uncle Vernon sputters forth with his customary rage. Call it a matter of taste, but these antics evoke no laughter from me. Rowling's sneers at a grasping middle-class family cannot hold a candle to the satire of Mark Twain, Charles Dickens or Jane Austen.

The most terrible feature of Harry's relations is not their churlishness, but their heartlessness toward the orphaned boy. While they spoil their own horrible son with two bedrooms, Uncle Vernon and Aunt Petunia assign Harry a spider-infested closet. In the second book, they lock him in a room with bars on the windows, and feed him a starvation diet through a slot in the door. The reason for their harshness, apart from their own selfishness, is Harry's magical background.

This is an abnormality, they declare, that they will not tolerate.

Tolerance, of course, is a Christian virtue based upon respect for man's God-given freedom. While Catholic children should be trained to respect those who do not profess their faith, they also should be taught that the practice of magic is a serious sin.
Apart from prayer to God, the invocation of superhuman powers in order to obtain results beyond the capacity of mere nature is condemned with the strongest language in both the Old and New Testaments. The Catechism of the Catholic Church declares the practice of magic “gravely contrary to the virtue of religion,” for it involves a mistrust of God and a refusal to accept His will.

The practice of magic can lead to the worship of nature, man, or Satan.

Because he is a wizard by birth, Harry is sent for by Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry and is delivered from the hands of his relatives.

At this boarding school, the alma mater of Harry's dead parents, the twelve-year old grows into his true identity. In Albus Dumbledore, the seemingly sagacious wizard who directs Hogwarts, Harry finds a mentor/father figure. Peripheral to the main unfolding of the plot, Dumbledore conveniently appears after the climax of the first two books to neatly interpret

Harry's harrowing, coming-of-age experiences at school.

There is some humor to be found at Hogwarts, which is housed in a mysterious, haunted castle. Among Harry's textbooks, for example, is “One Thousand Magical Herbs and Fungi” by Phyllida Spore.

The lethal beast guarding a secret in the bowels of the castle is named Fluffy. But the overall atmosphere at Hogwarts is ominous, and many of the features of daily life there are gruesome. From a good guy eating an earwaxflavored jelly bean to a bad guy drinking unicorn blood, there is a distinct dash of the macabre.

The subjects taught at Hogwarts range from ordinary fields of knowledge, such as astronomy and botany, to magical arts such as changing one object into another, casting spells and mixing potions. Nearly every forbidden magical practice known to man is mentioned or explored. In contrast to the dull and narrow world of Harry's non-magic relatives, Hogwarts appears interesting and broadening. Looking at a drawing of the castle on the back of the second book, my 12-yearold son declared, “That looks so cool!”

On the surface, the Harry Potter tales fit right in with Goosebumps, Rugrats, and that gooey cerebrallike matter designed for throwing upon walls. Yes, pre-pubescent boys, especially, can think this stuff is pretty neat, hence there is a huge market for it. But if we want our children to love truth, goodness and beauty, then why are we buying them products that encourage their tendencies toward the grotesque?

Of course, all great literature illustrates the dark side of human existence; however, the best authors do not intend darkness itself as entertainment.

Like shadows in a landscape that make the bright spots all the more brighter, evil in fiction should serve as a contrast to the good. Perversely, Rowling presents her dismal world of the occult as a circus. Worse than that, she offers it as a desirable alternative to her caricature of normalcy.

Rowling has been quoted as saying she does not believe in magic, but in God. To her credit, she places the hocus-pocus at Hogwarts in a moral framework, in which some uses of magic are good and others bad.

The Sorcerer's Stone, which brings everlasting life and riches to whoever possesses it, is destroyed at the end of the first episode because, like the ring in J.R.R. Tolkien's books, the stone had become a source of corruption.

When one peels away the magic, it appears Rowling is addressing important moral questions. Often Harry must make difficult choices, and like any other school boy, he is sent to detention when he is caught breaking the rules. When Harry is in mortal danger, as he is at the end of the first two books, it is self-sacrificial love, not magic per se, that saves him. Harry's ultimate quest, it seems, is not so much to develop his powers as a wizard as it is to develop his character.

While I am gratified to find such themes in Rowling's books, I nevertheless consider her smorgasbord of magic, yuck, and gore an unfitting package for the truth. Moreover, her stories create the impression that some of us, like Potter and Dumbledore, could learn to handle occult powers and wield them for good.

This is a grave error, for our intentions, however noble, cannot transform an objective evil into a good.

Though the books are fantasy, young readers relate to Harry and his classmates as their own peers.

The aspiring witches and wizards at Hogwarts are not otherworldly beings from some prehistoric age, such as the wizards

Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings and Merlin in the Arthurian legends. Rather, they are ordinary boys and girls, with the exception that they have inexplicably inherited a magical gene present in the human race. By following their education, could our children's curiosity in the occult or in the bizarre be sparked? Could their spiritual defenses against certain temptations be weakened?

Could their imaginations become haunts of “things that go bump in the night”?

According to a public librarian here in San Francisco, the Potter stories already have inspired countless children to seek other books about witches, wizards, and spooks. The city's libraries have stocked their juvenile collections with this subject matter, along with Rowling's titles in order to encourage summer reading. The trend concerns me because, apart from serious sin, occultism is the main way the diabolical can enter a person's life.

Nevertheless, many, many other parents, including Catholic ones, remain untroubled. They consider the Harry Potter stories perfectly acceptable for their children. As a result, Harry Potter has become a pop culture icon.

After the new sequel is released this summer, there will still be three more forthcoming episodes in the continuing

Potter saga. Also lying ahead are Harry Potter movies, and spin-off Mattel action figures.

Given the enormous profitability of the young wizard, one can only guess what other magical heroes and heroines will be created next. And when all of the money made off our hunger for the supernatural has been counted, what level of literary accomplishment and what vision of spiritual reality will have been sold to our children?

That remains to be seen.
Vivian W. Dudro is a free-lance writer and editor, and the mother of four children ages 4 to 12.

Her articles have appeared in Catholic publications nationwide. Currently she writes a regular column on family life for the Catholic San Francisco.
The trouble with Harry
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/harry_potter.pdf
By John Andrew Murray, St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers, July-August 2000
Some Christians think Harry Potter is a hero. Others think the young wizard’s best-selling adventures are simply evil.

What’s a concerned parent to think?

Having sold more than 30 million copies, the four Harry Potter books released so far have created a stir in public schools across America.

Some Christian parents have complained that J.K. Rowling’s tales of young witches and wizards are terrifying to young children and inappropriate for classroom use.

They’ve been rewarded for their concern with ridicule in newspapers and editorial cartoons.

Complicating the matter is the fact that several Christian leaders and conservative magazines have praised the series’ ability to captivate even the most reluctant young readers.

And the controversy has just begun.

Warner Bros. purchased movie rights to the books two years ago, along with the potential for building a billion-dollar franchise. Steven Spielberg has been mentioned as director of the film, and Warner will reportedly spend $45 million for special effects alone. What’s more, The Wall Street Journal says the company is counting on big profits from sequels, TV broadcast rights, cartoon spin-offs, home-video sales, theme park rides and interactive games.

Rowling, a single mother in Britain, has said she will write a total of seven books, the last to be released in 2003. She’s already written the final chapter of the last book. (She’s also made it clear that the books will grow along with the adolescent Harry–he’ll discover the opposite sex, for example– and darker themes, including the death of a friend, are not off-limits.)

If you think it’s bad now, in a year or two, there may be no avoiding the Harry Potter craze. That’s why it’s important now to understand just what sort of worldview the books present.

Lower than a dog

I can admit now that when I graduated from Vanderbilt University in 1990 with a degree in English and history, I had little awareness of the media’s effects on children. I would have jumped at the chance to read Harry Potter to my sixth-grade English class. Instead, I used an old television series, Alfred Hitchcock Presents, each Monday to teach my students about plot development within a story.

One week I stopped the video before the show’s end and asked the students to write their own endings. They were so excited, they wanted to read their work aloud in class. I allowed them to do so, but the slasher-film endings I heard horrified and sickened me. After about the third student, I decided to read the rest silently. There were only a few that

I thought were appropriate to share with the class.

When I later expressed my concern to the students, they defended their compositions, insisting that media violence had no effect. After all, they said, they understood that the killings they saw on TV and movies were “fake.” But when I asked them how they would feel if they saw a TV program in which a dog was machine-gunned, they expressed their disgust in unison.

That presented me with a chance to make a simple point: The reason they found the shooting death of a dog so horrible is because they hadn’t been desensitized to it, as they were to the murder of a human. So how does this relate to teaching Harry Potter?

With the growing popularity of youth-oriented TV shows on witchcraft–Sabrina, the Teenage Witch; Charmed; Buffy the Vampire Slayer–a generation of children is becoming desensitized to the occult. But with Hollywood’s help, Harry Potter will likely surpass all these influences, potentially reaping some grave spiritual consequences.

Who is Harry Potter?

As noted above, Harry has inspired a variety of differing reactions, even among evangelicals. One Christian father of two daughters, ages 10 and 12, says that his youngest girl is “in love” with the Potter books. “They are her all-time favorites,” he said. “She and her friends have read them multiple times.” The father said that his daughter had grown weary of

Nancy Drew mysteries–“these are all the same,” she told him–and that books from Christian publishers are too “formulaic” and “will not stand the test of time as literature.” He doesn’t want his children to turn to television for stimulation, so he’s actually pleased by the Harry Potter craze. “Even if that literature may not necessarily espouse Christian values, if it excites them in ways that compete successfully with TV, it is making a wonderful contribution to their developing worldview,” he says.

What makes Harry Potter’s world so attractive–even to Christians?

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, the first of Rowling’s three books, introduces Harry as an orphaned baby. Readers quickly learn that Harry has survived an attack by the series’ evil wizard: Lord Voldemort. 
Although successfully destroying Harry’s parents (a wizard and witch), Voldemort mysteriously fails in his attempts to kill Harry, leaving a lightning-bolt scar on the infant Harry’s forehead. Furthermore, in the process, Voldemort loses most of his power, thus making Harry an instant legend in the world of witchcraft.

Rescued by the “good wizard forces,” Harry is deposited on the London suburb doorstep of his Muggle Aunt and Uncle. (Muggles are everyday people who are oblivious to the workings of the witches’ and wizards’ world.) Forced to sleep in a basement cupboard, Harry is tormented by his unloving relatives for the next 10 years–a Cinderella-like persecution that readily earns the reader’s sympathy.

Upon his 11th birthday, which occurs early in the book, Harry’s life takes a dramatic turn. He learns the true origin of both the lightning-bolt scar and his parents’ cause of death, and is rescued from his Muggle relatives. He’s enrolled in Hogwarts–the premier boarding school for “Witchcraft and Wizardry.”

With Hogwarts as the main setting, Harry displays loyalty to his new friends and school, and bravery when battling the evil Lord Voldemort.

“The good is always more attractive than the bad,” said the father whose daughter cherishes the books. “Loyalty, honesty, charity are celebrated. Harry has friends he respects.”

The materialist magician

If so many people like Harry Potter, what could possibly be wrong? To answer that question, it may help to look at another supernatural novel, C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters.

Framed as fictional correspondence between the high-ranking demon Screwtape and his nephew Wormwood, the book explores some of the ways that demonic forces seek to build walls between humans and God.

In the 1941 preface of his book, Lewis revealed two of the greatest mistakes in humanity’s beliefs about demons: There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased with both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.

An even greater error, and the one most valued by Lewis’ demonic characters, is the fusion of the two errors.

As Screwtape writes to Wormwood:

If once we can produce our perfect work–the Materialist Magician, the man, not using but veritably worshiping, what he vaguely calls “Forces” while denying the existence of “spirits”–then the end of the war will be in sight.

By disassociating magic and supernatural evil, it becomes possible to portray occult practices as “good” and “healthy,” contrary to the scriptural declaration that such practices are “detestable to the Lord.” This, in turn, opens the door for less discerning individuals–including, but not limited to, children–to become confused about supernatural matters.

This process is already well underway in American culture. A December 1997 study published by George Gallup, taken from the Princeton Religion Research Center, revealed that 31 percent of Americans believe in ghosts, 20 percent believe in witches, 24 percent believe in astrology, 17 percent had consulted a fortune=teller and 24 percent believe in reincarnation.

Gallup found that born-again Christians–defined as those who believe God’s Word to be literally true and have tried to encourage someone to accept Jesus Christ as his or her Savior–held almost the same beliefs percentage-wise as non-Christians.

What about Narnia?

Christian fans of Harry Potter insist that the series is no different than C. S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, a series that many Christian parents accept. It is true that both authors create parallel fantasy worlds involving young British children who encounter magical creatures. Both develop admirable characters and evil villains. But this is where the comparison ends. The difference between the two hinges on the concept of authority.

From a Christian perspective, authority and supernatural power are linked. Take a look at Mark 2, where Jesus heals a paralytic. When Jesus first sees the paralytic, He says, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” This sets up the following scene:

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow teach like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus knew…that this was what they were thinking…and He said to them, “Why are you thinking such things? Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. (Mark 2:6-12a)

Christ’s power flows from His authority. That’s the nature of all legitimate power–it is granted and guided by authority.

When we read Rowling’s series, we find that she effectively divorces power from authority. There is no sovereign person or principle governing the use of the supernatural. Magical power is gained through inheritance and learning. It is not granted by a higher authority, because there is no Higher Authority–at least none higher than Harry’s mentor, Albus Dumbledore, and the evil Lord Voldemort. The two are equal, antagonistic and unaccountable to a higher authority.

In C.S. Lewis’ Narnia, power and authority are welded together. That authority is Jesus, in the character of the great lion Aslan–creator and sovereign ruler of Narnia, son of the Emperor Beyond the Sea. Good power is power that is bestowed by

Aslan and exercised in accordance with his will. This good power is at work when the children Peter, Susan and Lucy use gifts bestowed on them by an agent of Aslan.

Evil power, on the other hand, is power that is seized or conjured–rather than bestowed–and exercised for selfish ends. 
Those who resist the temptation to use such power are commended, as was Digory, in The Magician’s Nephew. But those who wield it (such as Jadis, also in The Magician’s Nephew) and the White Witch (in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe) are eventually vanquished by Aslan.

Despite superficial similarities, Rowling’s and Lewis’ worlds are as far apart as east is from west. Rowling’s work invites children to a world where witchcraft is “neutral” and where authority is determined solely by one’s cleverness. Lewis invites readers to a world where God’s authority is not only recognized, but celebrated–a world that resounds with His goodness and care. It’s a difference no Christian should ignore.

John Andrew Murray is an English teacher and headmaster at St. Timothy’s-Hale in Raleigh, N.C.
Perversions of the imagination
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/harry_potter.pdf
By Michael O’Brien, St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers, July-August 2000

When culture is deprived of moral vision, the rise of the "diabolic imagination" is the inevitable result.

What happens when the errors come in pleasing disguises and are promoted by talented people who know full well how to use all the resources of modern psychology to make of the human imagination the instrument of their purpose?

It is tragic, therefore, that authentic literature is slowly disappearing from public and school libraries and being replaced by a tidal wave of children's books written by people who appear to have been convinced by cultic psychology or converted in part or whole by the neo-pagan cosmos. Significantly, their use of language is much closer to the operations of electronic culture, and their stories far more visual than the thoughtful fiction of the past. They are evangelists of a religion that they deny is a religion. Yet, in the new juvenile literature there is a relentless preoccupation with spiritual powers, with the occult, with perceptions of good and evil that are almost always blurred and at times downright inverted. At least in the old days dragons looked and acted like dragons.

The most pressing question that should be asked is: which kind of distortion will do the more damage: blatant falsehood or falsehood mixed with the truths that we hunger for?

About forty years ago there began a culture-shift that steadily gathered momentum, a massive influx of material that appeared good on the surface but was fundamentally disordered. It became the new majority. During this period entirely good material became the minority, and at the same time more material that was diabolically evil began to appear. There is a pattern here. And it raises the question – where is it all leading?

I think it highly unlikely that we will ever see a popular culture that is wholly dominated by the blatantly diabolical, but I do believe that unless we recognize what is happening, we may soon be living in a culture that is totally dominated by the fundamentally disordered and in which the diabolical is respected as an alternative world view and becomes more influential than the entirely good. Indeed, we may be very close to that condition. I can think of half a dozen recent films that deliberately reverse the meaning of Christian symbols and elevate the diabolical to the status of a saving mythology.

Christian parents allowed their young children to watch DragonHeart because they thought it was “just mythology.”

This is understandable naiveté, but it is also a symptom of our state of unpreparedness.

The evil in corrupt mythology is never rendered harmless simply because it is encapsulated in a literary genre, as if sealed in a watertight compartment. Indeed, there are few things as infectious as mythology.

We would be sadly mistaken if we assumed that the cultural invasion is mainly a conflict of abstract ideas. It is a major front in the battle for the soul of modern man, and as such it necessarily entails elements of spiritual combat. For this reason parents must ask God for the gifts of wisdom, discernment, and vigilance during these times. We must also plead for extraordinary graces and intercede continuously for our children. The invasion reaches into very young minds, relaxing children's instinctive aversion to what is truly frightening. It begins there, but we must understand that it will not end there, for its logical end is a culture that exalts the diabolical.

There are a growing number of signs that this process is well under way.

In children’s culture a growing fascination with the supernatural is hastening the breakdown of the Christian vision of the spiritual world and the moral order of the universe. Reason and holy knowledge are despised, while intoxicating signs and wonders increase.
Harry Potter - A letter from the editor
http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/harry_potter.pdf
By Steve Wood, St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers, July-August 2000

Harry Potter reminds me of the Dungeons and Dragons craze a few decades ago. I’ll never forget a fellow seminarian advertising in our seminary newsletter for a “dragon master.” This naïve young man training to be a youth minister couldn’t imagine any potential spiritual problems arising from some harmless fun with Dungeons and Dragons. What this seminarian failed to appreciate was the role of an entry point into the world of the occult and new age movement.

The majority of those who fool around with Dungeons and Dragons, toy with Ouija boards, listen to heavy metal rock, or read Harry Potter books, will never fall into any permanent spiritual deceptions.

Yet, I can guarantee that Harry Potter will be an entry point into the demonic /New Age world for thousands of young Catholics. Many Christians scoffed at the potential dangers posed by Dungeons and Dragons, yet research has validated those warnings.
George Gallup reports that 44% of teen-agers say they know a person who actually tried to commit suicide. When teens were asked what they thought caused teens to think about suicide, drugs and alcohol headed the list, but 17% of teens survey said “playing with Dungeons and Dragons” was a contributor (The Spiritual Life of Young Americans: Approaching the Year 2000, With Commentary and Analysis by George H. Gallup, Jr). Any Christian youth worker that thinks Dungeons and Dragons is harmless to teens is simply unfit in regards to the spiritual discernment necessary for leading teens.

An August 1994 Gallup Survey reported the following beliefs of American Catholic teens (ages 13-17):

Which of the following do you believe in?

Astrology – 58%

Ghosts – 43%

Witchcraft – 24%

Vampires – 6%

Keep in mind that less than 30% of

American Catholics teens believe that the Eucharist is more than a mere symbol. Why would anyone want to expose young Catholics so unsure of their faith to things like: blood-drinking, werewolves, vampires, potions, spells, sorcery, demon-like characters, and witchcraft as found in the Harry Potter series?

Many Christian parents think Harry must be okay since so many Evangelical Protestant leaders along with nationally known Catholic leaders have said that Harry Potter is okay. I warn against this misguided advice.

Until now, I have not felt the need to say much to St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers about my background dealing with the New Age, cult, and occult.

Here is a brief description of my background:

1. Before my conversion to Christianity, I was involved in New Age and false religious movements that actually practiced several of the things casually described in the Harry Potter novels.

2. I have been a state representative for a national referral service that assisted families in getting their loved ones out of cults, new age groups, and satanic movements.

3. I have trained college peer leaders to combat Satanism on campus.

4. I have led young people out of the very world described in the Harry Potter novels to a commitment to Christ.

5. I have attended training by law enforcement officials about youth involvement in Satanism and the occult. I have also assisted law enforcement officials investigating occult related crimes.

6. I have personally confronted and ministered to demonically possessed individuals involved in Satanism and the occult.

In light of this experience, I warn fathers that exposing your children to the enchanting world of Harry Potter is playing with a fire from hell. Will every child reading Harry Potter get burned? Of course not. Will some get burned? Yes, in all likelihood there will be thousands. If you want to know where the billion-dollar Harry Potter craze is going to take children, just look at the Harry Potter online bookstore web pages advertising additional books for kids interested in related works. Harry Potter is just one of the many entry points into a world where the fascination with wickedness creates an addiction that perverts the innocent mind and obscures what is good. 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROTESTANT-51 STEVE WOOD [FORMER PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR]

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROTESTANT-51.doc
The perils of Harry Potter
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2000/october23/34.113.html
By Jacqui Komschlies, October 23, 2000
I have an idea for a wonderful series of children's books. I'm imagining a delightful fantasy world. In my world, there is a secret: tucked away on the upper shelves of every home is a product that, when used the right way, can make children's dreams come true: common rat poison, when mixed with orange soda, turns into an elixir that's out of this world. When you drink it in one big gulp, not only does it taste heavenly, it also makes you happy, beautiful—and for 24 hours, it gives you the power to accomplish one wish. One shy, picked-on, but highly intelligent boy has discovered the secret, and he intends to use his new power to help the world. These books will be exciting adventures—easy enough for 8-year-olds but compelling enough to keep teenagers entertained.
What? Parents would worry that this "innocent fantasy" might spill over into the real world? Someone might actually try mixing rat poison and orange soda in real life?

More than sheer fantasy

Though the parallels are hardly exact, this is what we're talking about regarding the Harry Potter series. We're taking something deadly from our world and turning it into what some are calling "merely a literary device." Regardless of how magic is portrayed in the series, we need to remember that witchcraft in real life can and does lead to death—the forever and ever kind.

From about age 10 to my early 20s, the supernatural fascinated me. I devoured stories about wizards and magic, power and adventure. At one point, I was reading three or four such books a week. I craved mystical experiences. On the outside, I was a normal kid. I had been confirmed and attended worship nearly every week. My school report cards held straight A's. On the inside, however, the supernatural ... (rest on log in/subscribe)
Harry Potter and the lost generations: Former New Ager explains Potter danger
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/575634/posts
By Clare McGrath Merkle, November 2001
We parents still don't get it. We still don't understand that our children live in a reality steeped in violence, sex and the occult, and that they move and breathe and have their being in a culture we would not have recognized even fifteen years ago, one that has caused them untold harm. 
We also don't get the fact that the series of Harry Potter books, lauded by educators and parents, and bemusedly encouraged by religious commentators (except fundamentalists), not only propagates occultism, but offers advanced indoctrination into it. 

That said, if we step back from the controversy and look closely enough, the series can offer us deep insights into the collective psyches of our and our children’s' generations, both benumbed by addictions to fantasy, both psychologically stunted and ignorant of spiritual truths. 

Before my audience is lost too, considering me a fear-mongering, fundamentalist, unimaginative critic of the series, may I introduce myself as a former New Age "healer" and advanced yoga practitioner. Many of the delightfully described magical arts in the Harry Potter series were pretty standard fare in training courses I mastered to some degree or another, including telepathy, divination, energy-work, necromancy, geomancy and time travel, to name but a few. I was quite close friends with wizards, warlocks and witches alike - all of us (psychologists, physicists, & other professionals) being in the business of the new science of the mind, defending our studies together as being of the white magic category, much like the wizardry school of Harry Potter. So, for those readers who believe Harry Potter's world to be a harmless fantasy or the science of magic to be the stuff of educative fairy tales, let me dispel those myths (no pun or magic intended) right up front. And also let me disabuse commentators of the notion that there are two kinds of magic, however humorously depicted. There is one kind: variously known as black magic, occultism, diabolism, or the dark arts. 

And while I am a revert to the Roman Catholic faith, I write about New Age topics out of first-hand experience and by way of admonition, not fear. I'd rather not have others suffer, as I did, from exposure to the occult. To the charge of fear-mongering, well, fear-mongering is not my cup of tea, although I enjoy using the word. I love words. I love fantasy and science fiction and C. S. Lewis and Bradbury and Clarke and oh so many other writers who filled my mind with wonder as a child, and yes, provided much pleasure at breaking the bonds of my mundane, grown-up infested universe. Truth be told, I graduated from these authors in my early teens into more meaty topics such as ESP, ghost hunting and parapsychology, experimenting with Ouija boards, telepathy games, and automatic writing. 

Truth also be told, I, like Harry, was also alienated from my caregivers, parents in emotional trouble from years of marital separation. These books fueled my need to have some control over my out-of-control emotional world, they made me feel that there was a way to escape, to be free, to fly. I was not so very different from other children of my era who haunted libraries and escaped through T.V. and who later became the perpetual adolescents of the '90s. Neither was I so different from our children today, who now, more than ever, lack control in their lives and need to feel in control of their inner turmoil amidst divorce, latchkey-ism, and out-of-control classrooms. 

It's not hard for either of us, parents or kids, to enjoy the marvelous writing skills of J.K. Rowling, being swept up by her characters and plots - made all the more delicious because they are portrayed as part and parcel of the real world. The words found in Harry Potter are endearing and all-together enjoyable. Their effect is another matter, precisely because of the wizard world's use of real world magic, as well as our children's close identification with Harry and their predisposition, wrought by over exposure to television, to attaching themselves to his world. I frequently recall an unattributed quote that reminds me of my descent into the New Age and also of the future fate of children inured to the occult world found in Harry Potter. 

Watch your thoughts; they become words. 

Watch your words; they become actions. 

Watch your actions; they become habits. 

Watch your habits; they become character. 

Watch your character; it becomes your destiny. 

Harry Potter, to my mind, gives children a far from superficial exposure to the use of magic. It makes it fun and equates the learning of it with moral rectitude. "Fiddle sticks", you opine, "Harry Potter teaches marvelous lessons, showing real life situations couched in harmless fantasy, to educate my children in ethics. And besides, I really enjoy reading it to them as they remind me of Tolkien’s and Lewis's fantasy worlds!" 

To the charge that Harry Potter teaches children moral lessons, I would heartily agree it does promulgate lessons - but of the wrong kind. In Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, for example, Harry magically attacks a troublesome aunt by causing her to blow up like a balloon - with no repercussions. One of his teachers becomes an ally to Harry, relating to him on the same level, showing a decided blurring of personal boundaries not uncommon is today's high schools. Emotion-sucking ghouls are depicted as handy prison guards and the scenes of their near possessive attacks on children are uncannily real. No clear cut right and wrong lines here 

Perhaps the most revelatory aspect of the series is that Harry and the rest of the wizard cohort view all non-magical adults, called "Muggles", as stupid, antagonistic and not to be trusted. The entire Muggle world is looked upon as archaic, even grossly ignorant - much the same way I viewed the orthodox religious world during my time in the New Age. And if defenders of the series supposed this to be a harmless conceit, they need look no further than the author's own admonition to children in an interview of her conducted by Scholastic (www. scholastic.com). 
When asked to give a few closing words of advice to children, Rowling warned, "Don't let the Muggles get you down." Far from being an innocent magical spoof like the film "Princess Bride", Potter magic is all too real and all too harmful. 

Which brings us to the author. Who is she? A former teacher, single parent and a long-time lover of books, we feel she is an underdog of sorts. A close reading of one of the books in the series, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, however, by the eyes of a former occultist like myself, reveals her more than cursory familiarity with the occult. One character is named Vablatsky (a play on the name of Madame Blavatsky, a theosophist of the 19th century). A class in "Transfiguration" (regardless of its sacrilegious context for us Muggles) also hints at familiarity with the "New Age" belief in stages of enlightenment, including that of "transfiguration". A closer reading might also reveal a woman author plagued by the perpetual adolescence of the rest of her generation and with very probable extracurricular interests in the occult. 

Why has Rowling so captured our imaginations? Harry Potter books are a direct window into a preternatural middle school society governed by control and manipulation - which is why it is so appealing to us in our topsy-turvy adolescent culture. To have a map where we can see people moving around us, to point an effective wand at depression-inducing ghouls, to be able to disappear under an invisibility cloak are all salves to our fearful psyches. On the surface, these exercises are a harmless cathartic, but, unfortunately, in today's world, they are only blueprints for children to become further detached from us. 

A case in point is Wheaton College, where Alan Jacobs, author of a favorable review of Harry Potter in First Things, works as a professor. A look at Wheaton College web site will yield a community link to local religious organizations including a well published alchemy group called "Philosophers of Nature". In his review, Professor Jacobs likens the science of wizardry to the "technology" of the science of alchemy. Other faculty members at Wheaton seem to have some fascinating academic interests including a course on witchcraft offered by Candice Hogan and a Professor Owens who advertises an interest in the politics of ritual and sacrifice. Well, it would seem we Muggles have our very own schools of wizardry, which are, unfortunately, not uncommon in academia, higher or middle, where professors are as adolescent as their students, a la Harry Potter. Another case in point is a local Catholic nun in my community who runs a youth camp and advertises solstice rituals in our church bulletins for kids to enjoy. A Reiki healing group, also linked to a local nun, is associated with our public hospital. Reiki is a newer version of ritual Tantric magic. 

In our post-Christian culture, the occult sciences have gained legitimacy under the rubric of energy technology. This emphasis on technique and technology stems from the industrial revolution and the belief in Hegel's perfectibility of man. This concept of the perfect man, seized upon by Hitler to justify a super race, is now finding ascendancy in the self-actualization movement known as the New Age. Hitler's Nazi elite were themselves victims as children of what is now termed radical attachment disorder, having been the product of "new" thinking in strict and antiseptic child rearing techniques. These children later grew into conscience-less supermen with no hearts. 

Attachment disorder is much talked about these days, the latest in clinical diagnoses, applied to such horrors as the mass murderers of Columbine. These are youth that never attached emotionally to a parent, either through multiple primary care givers, neglect or abuse. These children suffer a core rage and an inability to develop normal moral scruples. They are children who often seek out violence and the occult to gain control and to channel their rage. Is there no truer representation of this than our orphan Harry when he points his weapon of magic in rage at his aunt, or when he stands in a dark "haunted" house confused as to who exactly killed his parents and if he should kill him too? 

Scripture (excuse the reference) repeatedly refers to violence as the fruit and destiny of the unjust and their children. Our society condones violence, promiscuous sex and the occult on every side. We walk on a real world soil covered with the blood of millions and millions of aborted children, the ultimate victims of attachment disorder. And yet we remain in consummate denial, remaining addicted to a violent media, occult gaming and books like Harry Potter. 

As my sister wrote to a young family, friends of hers, who are big fans of the Harry Potter series, "the fallacy that magic is good is the chief temptation for entry into the occult. Palmistry, astrology, fortune telling, and divining are all of them objectively evil things and sinful to indulge in. They are violations of the First Commandment. The Church has always warned people not to give them attention and to actively avoid them, as they are powerful and seductive temptations. Why, then, familiarize and desensitize your children to them by a deep and attractive exposure to their supposed neutral use for good? I had originally thought that the world of Harry Potter was an alternate universe with a made up symbolic magic, much like Narnia. In that case, I was prepared to see critics of the books as people who saw Satan under every bed. But that is not the case with the Potter universe, which is our world with our common occult practices." 

As magic is to fantasy, so miracles are to our very unhealed world. Our children deserve better than this. Why not soar with them by reading about the flying saints, like Teresa of Avila or Teresita de los Andes? Why not bilocate with them on the spiritual missions of Padre Pio or St. Faustina? Why not read to them about crippled children who run at Lourdes or pray with them fantastically efficacious prayers that heal and deliver? Our faith provides all these marvelous tokens of true power for which our children are starving. We just need to be home long enough, and spend time enough with them, and protect them clearly enough from false ideas to teach them the wonders of their faith. Harry Potter and our children don't need magic. They need love and the miracle of Jesus in the Eucharist and yes, their parents, to keep them safe and secure and filled with true wonder. So do we.

NEW AGE-CLARE MCGRATH MERKLE-CROSSVEIL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-CLARE_MCGRATH_MERKLE-CROSSVEIL.doc
Harry Potter – Agent of Conversion 
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4624
By Toni Collins, ToniVCollins@aol.com, Envoy magazine, 2001
Harry Potter. Do you remember when he first came into your life? Did you notice that kids whose attention span formerly stopped at the end of a Pokémon card could suddenly read for hours on end? Did your children suddenly come home from school telling exciting tales of wizards and witches? 
Author J. K. Rowling's Harry Potter books have captured the hearts of millions of children and adults. They're arguably the most quickly embraced children's books in history. You'd have to be tucked away in the remotest of hermitages to have avoided the books thus far, and you'd have to be just about as isolated to have avoided the controversy surrounding them. 

Controversy does abound, and Harry Potter stirs up strong emotions. Some parents are thrilled that their children are reading enthusiastically for the first time. They love the way the books pit good against evil, and they use the books to help their children learn the difference between right and wrong. But other parents are deeply disturbed about the subject matter in the Harry Potter books. They're concerned to see so many children embracing a world of witchcraft and wizardry. 

I'm a parent who falls within the latter category, and I often find myself uncomfortably trying to explain to the dearest of friends why I'm so disturbed by the books. It's not pleasant to say to someone, "I know you love these books, but…" 

When I do, I'm forced to share a bit of my pre-Catholic background that I'd prefer to keep quiet. But it's become critical to open up about things I've done, if only because those of us who share similar experiences seem also to share a feeling of dread about the popularity of Harry Potter. Despite my discomfort with the Harry Potter books, I have to admit that they helped me to see how an old unconfessed sin was troubling my life. 

Astrology, Hypnotism, Witchcraft 

Baptized Catholic in a non-practicing home, I spent my childhood in various Protestant churches. I was taught to say my bedtime prayers. My parents emphasized good morals. I had a deep, abiding sense of God's presence in my life. 

I knew He loved me, and I always knew that I could turn to Him. But as I recall, by the time my parents divorced when I was fourteen, God wasn't much emphasized in my home. What I do recall is a heavy emphasis on the importance of astrology in explaining people's personalities, a fascination with fortune telling, and an incredible zodiac-themed party that my mom and I threw, complete with black lights for ambiance and levitation games for entertainment. 

Not too much later, I went to see a stage hypnotist whose shows I began to attend frequently, as it gave a stage-hungry teen like me the opportunity to sing in front of an audience. I considered the hypnotism a sham until the evening that hypnotist chose me for his show's finale. Telling me that my body was "stiff as a steel beam," he laid me across the back edges of two folding chairs and then stood on top of me. 

Having a 250-pound man stand upon my airborne body taught me that something really does happen to you when you're hypnotized. Christian friends tried to tell me this "something" was not healthy for me spiritually, but I wouldn't listen. I really didn't think it could affect me; it was all just a lot of fun. But looking back over my life, I can now tell you that the end of the two years I spent attending that hypnotist's show coincided with my conscious decision to turn away from God. 

Was it a direct result of being hypnotized? Probably not. I can assure you, though, that regularly allowing someone to take over my conscious choices didn't do my meager faith life any good. 

The most frightening event of my life occurred when I tried witchcraft. I had been a lonely child who had grown into a lonely teen, always looking for love. One day I picked up one of those ubiquitous little books sold at the grocery store checkout, and this one was about casting love spells. I took it home, stood in my bedroom, and started to cast a spell over my on-again, off-again boyfriend. I don't remember the words I spoke (thank you, God), but I'll never forget what happened. 

I started to cast the spell. Wham! A huge black door (picture the monolith in 2001: A Space Odyssey) slammed shut as if traveling from my left hand to my right. 

"God doesn't want you to do this," said a deep voice within me. 

Wham! A door just as large slammed shut the other direction, and a voice responded, "It doesn't matter. There is no God." I was tempted to listen. 

Wham! The door slammed back the original direction and a voice stated firmly and slowly, "Yes . . . there . . . is." 

I put the witchcraft book down, never to pick it up again. I was deeply shaken, and I knew that I had encountered something beyond this world. Doubt had entered my life for the first time, and I knew that I could have embraced a Godless universe at the moment that second door slammed shut. I knew that something out there had wanted me to turn away from God forever, and that it had its opportunity when I participated in the world of witchcraft. 

Were there consequences from this aborted act of witchcraft? Most assuredly. Shortly thereafter, when the movie The Exorcist came out, that boyfriend became enamored with the Devil, both drawn to him and desiring his power. Eventually he began to cruise the streets of Hollywood looking for homosexual sugar daddies, and I ended our friendship. 

I too felt consequences, but they didn't surface until I'd left God, then returned to Him and became a Catholic. At that point I found that I had a remarkable sensitivity to the occult. Anything even remotely associated with the occult — horoscopes, palm readers, metaphysical bookstores, or crystal healing — would disturb me deeply. I would feel a dark whirlpool tugging at my soul, drawing me towards the preternatural. I would fight this whirlpool both by praying for the people involved in such practices and by shielding myself from exposure to anything occultic. 
Along Comes Harry 

Then along came Harry Potter. I was introduced to him when my dearest friend found that Harry inspired her oldest son to enjoy reading for the first time in his life. The next thing I knew, Harry Potter was everywhere, and my eighteen-year-old daughter was reading the books. But I felt that whirlpool tugging, so I knew that I had to find out if my fears had any basis in reality. 
Too scared to read the books at first, I instead read what other people had to say about them. I began to notice a pattern. Of the commentators I read who loved the Harry Potter books, virtually none of them had ever experienced the occult. To them this was a delightful fantasy in the same genre as J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. In contrast, almost every commentator I read who had experience with the occult found the books disturbing, almost as if they were primers on witchcraft. 

Why the difference in opinions? I read the first two books, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone and Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (Scholastic Press, 1997 and 1998), and came up with an answer. Much of the Harry Potter books are in fact delightful fantasy. The author, Joanne Rowling, tickles our imaginations with tales of unicorns, Quidditch games, and owls who deliver mail. 

But among these charming depictions are much darker sections, particularly in the early part of Harry's education. This combination — darker elements introduced early and a delightful finish that can only be considered imaginative — leaves many readers with an overall good feeling about the books. 

So why did I feel such dread when I read Harry Potter? Why do other people who've left the occult feel such distaste for the books? John Gibson, who converted out of neopaganism into Catholicism and whose conversion story appears in Surprised by Truth 2, wrote this to me: "First and foremost, most people who have been involved in the occult still have something like a fingerprint of it on their soul. It gives us a kind of sensitivity to the occult that others don't have." 

"A fingerprint on the soul" — that was the difference I was seeing between readers who loved Harry Potter and those of us who didn't. That "fingerprint" was being touched again whenever we read Harry Potter, and our souls were growing troubled. We were recognizing things we'd known in the past and had rejected for the love of God. 

To clarify what I mean here, let me offer just a few stories of people whose lives at some point intertwined with the occult and who today voice concerns about Harry Potter. 
"There Is Only One Kind of Magic" 

Clare McGrath Merkle is a former New Age healer, well educated in the occult, and a revert to Catholicism. Her concern about the Potter books runs deep, because she recognizes within its pages so many of the arts she once practiced. She and her friends in the occult, psychologists, physicists, and other professionals (who were also wizards, warlocks, and witches) defended their studies together "as being of the white magic category, much like [Hogwarts,] the wizardry school of Harry Potter." But having removed herself from the world of the occult back into the loving fold of the Catholic Church, she now recognizes that in reality there is only one kind of magic, "variously known as black magic, occultism, diabolism, or the dark arts."1 
Jacqui Komschlies provides a similar warning, telling her readers "we need to remember that witchcraft in real life can and does lead to death — the forever and ever kind." For over ten years she was fascinated with the supernatural, and appetite she says she developed from reading stories of "wizards, magic, power and adventure." (Sound familiar?) Eventually she found that the supernatural was taking over her thoughts. 

One day the spirits, powers, and goddesses who filled even her dreams began to actually speak to her. Frightened, she cried out to God. He rescued her, and the voices ceased. 

Today she warns: "Our world is exploding with interest in real witchcraft. Type 'How can I become a witch?' in Google.com and you'll get listings for dozens of related sites. The same query in AskJeeves.com brings up many articles — the main one giving a simple eight-step process for becoming a witch on your own."2 

Though Vivian Dudro has no background in the occult, she shares Mrs. Komschlies' concerns about children's increased fascination with the occult. Her own research has shown that "in San Francisco, the Potter stories already have inspired countless children to seek other books about witches, wizards, and spooks. The city's libraries have stocked their juvenile collections with this subject matter . . . The trend concerns me because, apart from serious sin, occultism is the main way the diabolical can enter a person's life."3 
"Playing With a Fire from Hell" 

The editor of that same newsletter, Steve Wood, weighed in with the revelation of his own background in the occult. Many readers of this magazine will recognize Mr. Wood as the soft-spoken host of the St. Joseph's Covenant Keepers radio show. Having read the first three Harry Potter books, he holds a strong opinion about them. 

"Before my conversion to Christianity," he recalls, "I was involved in New Age and false religious movements that actually practiced several of the things casually described in the Harry Potter novels . . . I have led young people out of the very world described in the Harry Potter novels to a commitment to Christ . . . I have personally confronted and ministered to demonically possessed individuals involved in Satanism and the occult. In light of this experience, I warn fathers that exposing your children to the enchanting world of Harry Potter is playing with a fire from hell."4 
It's not only laymen who worry about Harry Potter. Fr. Phillip Scott is a priest who lives near a community of "Gothics" in Florida. The young people in this community practice Satanic "masses," live the occult, and engage in spiritual warfare, regularly cursing Fr. Scott and his fellow priests. 

Fr. Scott believes that the entry into this horrendous lifestyle begins with curiosity, and he believes that books like Harry Potter can stimulate such curiosity. In an interview with Steve Wood, Fr. Scott tells of having ministered to a young boy whose mind was filled with the images in the Harry Potter books. What is most frightening is that the books had not been written at the time the boy received ministry; Fr. Scott in retrospect recognized within the pages of Harry Potter the very images that had been tormenting the young man. 
What does Fr. Scott say about the Harry Potter books? He calls them "poison."5 

Spells and Brews 

What are some of these images and their ensuing dangers? In her 1991 book, Ungodly Rage, Donna Steichen shared this insightful quote from a repentant former practitioner of Wicca, Carmen Helen Guerra: 

When I was a witch, I performed rituals. I evoked spirits. I called entities. I cast spells, burned candles, concocted brews. The only thing I didn't do was fly on a broom, but I probably would have figured it out if given time. But where did it lead to? Into darkness, depression, and the creation of an aura of gloom around me. I was frequently under demon attack. The house where I lived was alive with poltergeist activity . . . due to residual "guests" from rituals. My friends and family were afraid of me. I knew I had no future; all I had was a dark present. I was locked in by oaths and "destiny." But I had power, something I'd always wanted. It wasn't Satan's fault. He didn't exist — or so I though. I gave it all up, and came to Jesus on my knees . . . He freed me from the oppression and gave me back my soul — the one I had so foolishly given to evil in exchange for power.6
Does this have anything to do with Harry Potter? You bet. Though it's all dressed up as sweetness and light, the first Harry Potter book has rituals (for example, "the Sorting Ceremony," pp. 117-122); spells (Hermione cast the full Body-Bind spell on Neville, p. 273); spirits and other non-human entities (Voldemort inhabits Quirrell's body, pp. 293-295, and the myriad ghosts of Hogwarts); candles (thousands floating above the tables at Hogwarts, p. 116); and brews (Professor Snape's potions class, pp. 136-139). 

It's not pleasant to contemplate, but there really are people out there who practice witchcraft, who cast spells and perform rituals, and who see results. J. K. Rowling writes as if their powers can be channeled into good, and that is the great danger of her books. Rituals and spells and brews are used by witches in the real world, and they work because of the power of evil spirits. As such they can never lead to good. Portraying these innately evil practices as if they can be harnessed for good is a dangerous lie. 

Rowling further confuses the issue by portraying witchcraft not as a moral issue, but as an issue of heredity. In Rowling's world, the ability to practice witchcraft is inherited. But in reality, you don't need to possess a particular bloodline in order to make witchcraft work. All you have to do is tap into evil spirits, turn over your will, and leave Jesus Christ for the world of the occult. 

We thus have two falsehoods presented to the children who read these books: first, that their status as a witch is written in their genes; and second, if they're one of the "lucky" ones, they can use their powers for good. These are harmful lies to teach, because the reality is so different and so dangerous. Just ask Carmen Helen Guerra. 
The Church's Warning 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states unequivocally: "All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one's service and have a supernatural power over others — even if this were for the sake of restoring their health — are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion . . . The Church for her part warns the faithful against it" (2117). 

This is strong language in the catechism, the same language used to condemn lust, fornication, and abortion. Catholics cannot in good conscience take such a warning lightly. If Harry were using lust, fornication, or abortion to save his friends at Hogwarts, would we still think these books were acceptable children's fare? 

It's important to note that the witchcraft about which Rowling writes stands in stark contrast to fantasy magic as it's portrayed in Tolkien and Lewis. The good characters in Middle Earth and Narnia don't cast spells on people, don't call up spirits and commune with them like beloved neighbors, don't perform rituals, and don't mix potions. The good characters at Hogwarts do. 

In Narnia, a ring transports you to another world, and in Middle Earth lightning flashes at a critical time to perform some powerful feat. But at Hogwarts, the evil Voldemort enchants a diary to take possession of a girl's soul. These are vast and substantial differences, requiring us to view Rowling's witchcraft in a much different light from Tolkien's and Lewis's magic. 

At first glance, Harry Potter seems a noble little boy, one who will put his own life at risk to save his friends. He defends the weak, comforts the sad, and fights evil. But I found he also had a nasty propensity to flaunt school rules and to lie. 

In fact, at the end of the first book, Harry saves the world from the evil Lord Voldemort by screwing up his courage and telling a lie. Now, telling a lie to save the world may at first seem to be acceptable, but we have to remember that this is a work of fiction, and the author could have easily found a truthful way for Harry to save the world. A close reading of the second book shows that lying now comes much more easily to Harry than it did in the first book, so we see Harry's character growing weaker rather than stronger. 

I'm also concerned about the way Harry is allowed to avoid proper discipline. He's famous, he's talented, and he's a celebrity. Time after time in both the first two books, when Harry breaks school rules, he is either clever enough to get away with it or he's a skillful-enough liar not to be chastised. 

Repeatedly threatened with expulsion, he is always forgiven. In the worst case of all, he's threatened with expulsion from Hogwarts if he flies on his broomstick. But when he in fact does, and does so with great talent, he's actually rewarded with a prime spot on the school Quidditch team. 

Much like some American college football heroes, he receives not a lick of punishment precisely because he's such a great athlete. Even the points that Harry and his friends lose for their schoolhouse during the course of the first book are handed back to them with bonuses at the end, and enough so that their house wins the coveted school cup. What's the overall message? If you're cute enough, talented enough, strong enough, or clever enough, you don't have to worry about following the rules in your little corner of the universe. This is hardly teaching the difference between right and wrong. 
Disturbing Religious Elements 

I further noticed some disturbing religious element in the books — an apparent twisting of Catholic terminology, symbolism, and even theology. Whether or not all the instances of such twisting were intentional, the dangerous confusion resulting in the minds of young readers remains the same. 

Picture this. In Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, pages 51-52, Harry is hidden in a shop that sells paraphernalia of the Dark Arts. He sees a customer express interest in a withered hand sitting on a cushion. Turns out it's called the "Hand of Glory," and it's considered the "best friend" of thieves and plunderers. 

Wait a minute. "Glory" is a term of worship used by angels and humans alike. Why is it being used to describe the favorite tool of robbers? 

Later, when attending a "deathday party" for ghosts, Harry and his friends notice "a group of gloomy nuns . . . and the fat friar" (p. 132). This was a dark and dreary party of obviously tortured souls, and the friar and the nuns could have easily been left out. Did Rowling think this was cute or did she mean to give insult? 

Blink and you'd miss it, but in two short paragraphs of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, Rowling twists and perverts the meaning of a word of tremendous significance to Catholics. The word is "transfiguration," which should call to every Catholic child's mind the glorification of our Lord on the mountaintop with Moses and Elijah. Instead, Rowling uses the word to mean "some of the most complex and dangerous magic you will learn": that of changing one object into another (p. 134). 

Having thus assigned "transfiguration" a decidedly un-Christian meaning in the first book, she peppers the second book with numerous references to the subject. My heart breaks when I think of how many children will forever more listen to the Gospel reading about the Transfiguration, and will find their minds drawn to the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

The book of Revelation is arguably the least understood book of the Bible, but the significance of one element in it is generally agreed upon: The number "666" is the diabolical number of the beast (see Rev 13:18), and it's not a good thing. Yet J. K. Rowling has chosen to use this number as significant for one of the most unselfish and noble of her characters, Mr. Nicolas Flamel. 

Always portrayed as a good character, at the end of the first book he is raised to heights of actual heroism when he decides to lose his life for the sake of the world. We the readers are introduced to Flamel when Harry and his friends read Flamel's biography on page 220. Figuring prominently in this biography is the fact that last year Mr. Flamel celebrated his six hundred and sixty-fifth birthday. That means that the year in which his biography was written, the year in which he is immortalized for all of us, Mr. Flamel is in the 666th year of his life. The symbol of the beast for Christians is the age of the savior of humanity for Hogwarts. 

Rowling then presents a perversion of Catholic theology when a unicorn is killed just before the climax of the first book. "The blood of a unicorn will keep you alive, even if you are an inch from death, but at a terrible price," writes Rowling on page 258. Drinking blood will keep us alive? 

When I first read this, I wondered if we were about to see a Catholic metaphor that might redeem the entire book. The next phrase kept my hope alive, "You have slain something pure and defenseless to save yourself . . ." Yes, I thought, we are about to see a Eucharistic analogy, but then my eyes traveled to the next line on the page: "You will have but a half-life, a cursed life, from the moment the blood touches your lips." 

I felt as if I'd been punched in the stomach. It isn't the crime of killing the pure and defenseless unicorn that curses, but the act of drinking its blood. What a horrendous twisting of the biblical promise that drinking the blood of Jesus, who is the purest of the pure, will bring us eternal life. The antithetical notion that a pure creature's blood with bring us "a half-life, a cursed life" is a slap in the face of Catholics. 
An Agent of Conversion 

There's a lot I see wrong in the Potter books, but I've left out an important way in which they've changed my life for the better. Remember the love spell I tried to cast as a teenager? Not having been raised Catholic, it never occurred to me that I need to take the act into the confessional. In my great distress over the books, feeling that dark whirlpool tug at my soul just looking at them, I finally realized that I needed the grace of Reconciliation for having once tried to cast a spell. I could have argued that I didn't need confession (I hadn't quite met all the qualifications for mortal sin), but I'm so glad I went. 

Through my confession, God in His mercy gave me a great gift: His forgiveness has blessed my life, and I've experienced palpable benefits from the sacrament I received that day. That whirlpool, that dragging, dark force that used to draw me back toward the occult, is gone. I still pray for fortunetellers and witches when I come across them, and I regularly pray for protection from the occult, but I no longer have to protect myself fearfully from its drag. 

What blessed freedom! In that sense, I must view Harry Potter as an agent of my conversion. It's in that sense that I hope you too will see him as an agent of conversion in your children's lives. 

Not everyone who reads Harry Potter will be harmed spiritually. While I do see danger in the books stimulating an interest in the occult, I'm the least worried about children who are protected by the sacraments and well-grounded in their faith. 

If your children haven't yet read Harry Potter, I hope I've given you plenty of reasons why they shouldn't. But if they've already read the books, as have so many American children, I hope you'll use this article to spur a discussion in your family. Share with your kids the teaching of the Catholic Church on witchcraft, and share with them the destructive influences the occult has on people. 
If Harry Potter can become an inoculation against the occult instead of a gateway into it, he will have unwittingly done your children a great favor. 

Notes 

1. See http://homepages.go.com/~crossveil/potter.html.  
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3. St. Joseph's Covenant Keepers Newsletter 6:4, 7. 

4. St. Joseph's Covenant Keepers Newsletter 6:4, 11. 

5. "Parental Concerns about 'Harry Potter,'" Faith & Family Live Presents: #F186, Port Charlotte, FL. 

6. Carmen Helen Guerra, "The Practice of Witchcraft," letter to the editor, National Catholic Register, May 18, 1986; quoted in Donna Steichen, Ungodly Rage (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1991), 70-71. 

Harry Potter: Friend or foe for kids?
https://zenit.org/articles/harry-potter-friend-or-foe-for-kids/  
Los Angeles, December 6, 2001
What sells over 100 million copies in book form, breaks movie-receipt records, and has some observers fearful about its effects on children?
Harry Potter, of course.

As the film “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer´s Stone” opened last month, parents and keen cultural observers continue to agree to disagree upon the appropriateness of the movie — and the whole Potter subculture — for children.

Some see the series as merely adventuresome entertainment, while others wonder if the film might take the stigma away from witchcraft and the occult, opening children to danger.

“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer´s Stone” is the first of four Potter adventures written by Britain´s J.K. Rowling. The film follows the exploits of an orphan with magical powers who attends the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

“It was really fun for my 13-year-old son and I to see the film together,” Barb Hennen, a Catholic mother of seven in Ghent, Minnesota, told the National Catholic Register.

Hennen cautioned, however, that the film was probably not appropriate for anyone under the age of 9. “Lord Voldemort is scary,” she said. “At one point he absorbs a man´s body…. That certainly would not be appropriate for younger children to see.”

Otherwise, she said it was a fine movie. “The Christian mothers I´ve talked to have agreed that it´s an imaginative and adventuresome story.”

While she admitted that it could be an entry point for a child into the occult, she added, “A child leaning in that direction might … but Harry Potter wouldn´t be the only source the child would go to.”

Michael D. O´Brien disagrees. “I think it is a mistake to take a child to the Potter film,” the Canadian Catholic artist and author of “A Landscape with Dragons: The Battle for Your Child´s Mind” told the Register.

“The series uses the symbol-world of the occult as its primary metaphor,” he explained. “This has the potential of lowering a child´s guard to the actual occult activity in the world around us, which is everywhere and growing.” (See related interviews with ZENIT in today´s Forum.)

Clare McGrath Merkle, a former New Age adherent and a revert to the Catholic faith, said she has seen firsthand that O´Brien´s warning should be heeded. “We just don´t understand that our children live in a reality steeped in violence, sex and the occult,” she told the Register.

She said the problem with Potter remains, despite the explanation that the books depict an innocent, even humorous, white magic. “There is only one kind of magic,” said Merkle. It´s “variously known as black magic, occultism, diabolism, or the dark arts.”

Despite the popularity of Potter, at least one self-proclaimed pagan group has not seen any big jump in its adult ranks.

Andy Norfolk of the London-based Pagan Federation, said the youth-aimed Potter books have created no serious interest in his movement. The books, he told the Associated Press, do not appeal to older people seeking spiritual options. They “see them as rather uncool,” he said.

Los Angeles film critic Michael Medved, known for his defense of traditional virtues and criticism of Hollywood´s rejection of them, defends Harry Potter.

“It´s hard to imagine any child who will want to study necromancy, spells or Satanism as a result of seeing the film,” he told the National Catholic Register. Medved contends that the film projects a “deadly serious battle between good and evil, while highlighting humane values of generosity, loyalty, discipline and selflessness.”

“Magic,” said Medved, “remains a staple in most of the best children´s literature in history, and generations of young people have indulged in those fantasies without satanic influence. In Grimm´s Fairy Tales, for example, magic and witches and shape-changing and curses and incantations have always played a role.”

British Catholic home-schooling mother Debbie Nowak also thinks the movie is good entertainment. She has seen the film with four of her eight children and doesn´t worry about her children falling into the occult.

“Harry Potter has an invisible mark inside of him that his mother gave to him when she sacrificed her life for his,” she said. “This mark, unlike his lightning bolt scar, is one of love. Because he has this mark of love, evil cannot bear his touch.”

Thomas Hibbs, an associate professor of philosophy at Boston College, writing in National Review Online, opined: “In the aftermath of September 11, the books are remarkably timely, offering precisely the sort of lessons and examples young persons need to prepare them for life in a nation at war with the evil of terrorism.”

Hibbs continued: “Over the past 20 years or so, our popular culture has been preoccupied with a) destructive evil as a form of entertainment, b) freedom as a form of adolescent self-expression, and c) narcissistic individualism as characteristic of ordinary American life. By contrast, Harry Potter insists a) on the clear distinction between good and evil and between both of these and mere entertainment, b) on the importance of the responsible or virtuous use of freedom, and c) on the nobility of sacrifice for the common good.”

But Mary Weyrich of Paso Robles, California, warned that, in these days of cross-marketing, much of the danger with the book is extraneous to the story.

She told the Register: “I went to a large online bookstore´s Harry Potter site, found Harry´s ´related subjects,´ which included witchcraft.” Three clicks connected her to “The Witch Bible.”

Her conclusion: “Many will say that the Harry Potter books and movie are just fiction. Many will say that they are so glad that the children are reading again. Many will say that the movie wasn´t that scary and it is no big deal. But I do believe that it is a very big deal.”
Why Harry Potter goes awry
https://zenit.org/articles/why-harry-potter-goes-awry/   
By Michael D. O’Brien, Combermere, November 29/December 6, 2001

Michael D. O’Brien critiques a literary phenomenon

As the film “Harry Potter and the Sorcerer´s Stone” opened to record box-office receipts, ZENIT turned to renowned Canadian author Michael D. O´Brien to comment on the phenomenon.
O´Brien´s works include the novel “Father Elijah” and a critique of the paganization of children´s culture, “A Landscape with Dragons: The Battle for Your Child´s Mind,” both by Ignatius Press.

Q: Many are critical of the Harry Potter books because they claim it is dangerous to expose children to witchcraft and the occult. What is your reaction to this?

O´Brien: I have read the four volumes of the Harry Potter series three times, and with each reading the serious defects of the novels appear in clearer light.

The most obvious problem, of course, is the author´s use of the symbol-world of the occult as her primary metaphor, and occultic activities as the dramatic engine of the plots. It presents these to the child reader through attractive role models, such as Harry and Hermione, who are students of witchcraft and sorcery. This has the potential of lowering a child´s guard — both subconscious and spiritual — to actual occult activity, which is everywhere and growing.

Rationally, children know that the fantasy element in the books is not “real.” But emotionally and subconsciously the young reader absorbs it as real. This is further complicated by the fact that in the world around us there are many opportunities for young people to enter the occult subcultures, where some of Harry´s powers are indeed offered as real.

Q: Critics of Harry Potter see a big difference between authors such as Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, who, they argue, use magical elements in a Christian way, and the books of J.K. Rowling, where magic is presented in a Gnostic and pagan fashion.

O´Brien: The differences are great, I would say absolute. The resemblance between the works of Christian fantasy writers and Rowling is only superficial. Yes, there is “magic” in both. Yet Tolkien and Lewis repeatedly warn about the danger of magic throughout their novels.

Tolkien is especially clear on this. In his great epic “The Lord of the Rings,” and in his foundational work, “The Silmarillion,” he shows that powers that do not rightly belong to man always have a corrupting influence on man. Only higher ranks of creatures in his imaginary world exercise supernatural powers, and then only as a gift from God.

The evil characters in the tale have corrupted these gifts, or else — in the case of humans — they have tried to seize them as personal possessions, only to be deceived and finally destroyed by them. Moreover, the “magic” in Tolkien´s subcreation does not really resemble magic practices in the real world. He makes efforts to explain this in his collected letters, where he expresses some concern that his intention might be misinterpreted by readers.

In his fantasy series for children, “The Chronicles of Narnia,” and in his cosmic trilogy for adults, C.S. Lewis also repeatedly demonstrates the seductiveness of powers that are not rightly man´s, especially when they are seized as a form of Gnostic quest for power.

Both of these Christian writers firmly underline the fact that defeat of radical evil depends on humility, courage, love, self-sacrifice — in short, our natural human virtues.

Q: How does this differ from Rowling´s approach in the Potter series?

O´Brien: Rowling´s Potter-world is fundamentally Gnostic. Magic is presented as an inherent faculty of human nature that only needs awakening and formation through the pursuit of esoteric knowledge and power.

There is not even a whiff of divine presence, whereas Tolkien´s and Lewis´ worlds are radiant with this unspoken presence. In Potter-world, magic is portrayed as a morally neutral power, which in the hands of “nice” characters serves the good, and in the hands of negative characters serves evil.

When the war between good and evil is portrayed as thrilling and highly rewarding emotionally, a child reader will be imprinted deeply with messages about the way in which the “good” characters defeat the evil.
Tolkien´s central character, Frodo, defeats evil by fidelity to truth, by rejecting unlawful power, and persevering in a state of weakness. Rowling´s central character defeats evil by amassing enough power to overcome his archenemy, yet this power is the same as that of his opponent.

Simply saying that the Potter books show good as better than evil, is not sufficient defense of the series. Rowling has radically blurred the lines between good and evil, redefining some of both. The real question is, what is the nature of good and evil as she has presented it, and as it is presented in the film.

Q: Others see in the stories a classical children´s tale, albeit with magical elements, of good against evil. What positive elements are there in the books for readers?

O´Brien: I can think of few works of culture, regardless of how flawed, that do not contain some positive elements. But this is no argument for giving gravely disordered material to our children.

In the Potter series there is an attempt to portray courage and loyalty in the “good” characters. But courage and loyalty can be found in all peoples, even those involved in the worst forms of paganism.

It is important to note that children read fiction with a different consciousness than adults. This is something that has been overlooked by those Christian leaders who have written pro-Potter commentaries. They forget that children are in a state of formation, that their understanding of reality is being forged at every turn.

Wholesome fantasy, regardless of how wildly imaginative it may be, reinforces the moral order of the universe in a child´s mind. Corrupt fantasy undermines it. The Potter world is corrupt fantasy with a little cosmetics. The cosmetics are the “values” woven into the tale by the author.

In modern culture we have all become accustomed to eating a certain amount of poison in our diet; indeed most of us no longer even recognize the poison. I believe that´s why many educators and parents simply don´t recognize the scope of the problem with the Potter books.

Q: Would you say that the witchcraft and sorcery element is the only defect in the Potter series?

O´Brien: There are other serious problems in these books, notably the question of authority and obedience.

Harry´s faults are rarely punished, and usually by the negative authority figures in the tale. The positive authority figures actually reward Harry for his disobedience when it brings about some perceived good. His lies, his acts of vengeance, and his misuse of his powers are frequently ignored. The message of “the end justifies the means” is dominant throughout.

Lip service is paid to a code of ethics — never really spelled out — but in fact the undermining of those ethics is reinforced at every turn. Another problem is the consistent use of repulsive details, lowering the child´s instinctive aversion to the horrible and grotesque.

For example, in one class the students are taught to cut up mandrake roots, which are living human babies, for use in a potion. At the least, this can cause a subconscious desensitization to abortion.

Q: In recent years there has been a surge of interest in themes related to the occult. Why is this happening?

O´Brien: The phenomenal resurgence of interest in occult “spiritualities” is a symptom of the bankruptcy of secularism. There is an innate hunger in human nature for the sacred transcendent, for the holy, wherein man finds his true identity and worth. When it is denied, a void opens up within him.

If our particular churches are not offering the fullness of the Catholic faith to the coming generation, if we are not giving the young an authentic and vital spiritual life, they will go searching elsewhere — and the realm of the pseudo-mystical, which is so often connected to the diabolical, will be waiting for them.

The Potter books open a doorway into that world. Articles have been appearing for more than a year now, in secular and religious periodicals, providing evidence that this series of books bridges the gap between normal children and the world of darkness.

With the appearance of the film version of the first volume — and this film promises to be the biggest box office hit of all time — an added dimension of psychological influence is at work.

Any serious student of modern media recognizes the power of film to reshape consciousness. By using both overt and subliminal techniques, it can override the mind´s natural critical faculty. It is also interesting to note that, even in the books, Rowling´s use of imagery and pace is actually derived from the techniques of visual media.

Q: Is the interest in the occult among the young a sign of the lack of Christian influence in modern culture?

O´Brien: Certainly the lack of truly Christian culture is part of the problem. It is never enough simply to keep unhealthy influences from our children. The primary task is to give them good food for the imagination, providing opportunities to fall in love with the great adventure of existence.

By and large, modern culture has replaced the splendor and wonder of existence with cheap thrills. The Potter series is a full-blown orgy of cheap thrills, dipped in a little pseudo-morality. The morality is thin; the corrupt messages, both overt and subliminal, are overwhelming.

But the Potter phenomenon must be seen within a larger context — not only the ideological confusions of the present sociohistorical era, and the unprecedented power of the new media culture to reshape our understanding of reality.

Most urgently, we must recognize that the nature of the spiritual war in which we are all immersed is changing rapidly, entering a new phase of intensity.

Q: What should parents do to guide their children through the hazards of modern culture?

O´Brien: First of all, parents need to recognize that there is a problem. A majority of our Catholic parents are not yet awake to the spiritual assault that is waged primarily through culture.

Culture defines us to ourselves, tells us what is of value, what is harmless or dangerous, what is the real meaning of existence. We must recognize that the times we live in are unique; the bombardment of our minds by powerful imagery and messages has no parallel in human history.

A constant onslaught of indoctrination pours into our children´s lives through films, videos, books, music and all the other forms of social communication — peer pressure being one of them. Parents need to familiarize themselves with what´s really going on in youth culture.

The sheer volume and complexity of this material, however, makes it impossible to assess it all. For that reason, we need to pray daily for spiritual protection for our families, and to ask God for extraordinary gifts of wisdom and discernment.

We also need to ask the Holy Spirit for the development of an inner barometer, or radar, which triggers a warning bell within us whenever corrupt influences enter the family. Last but not least is the gift of courage — courage to firmly and lovingly resist the invasion.

Q: One consequence of the books has been to spark interest in reading among children. Isn´t that a positive sign?

O´Brien: While it is true that the Potter books are hooking a generation on reading, I must say that this is a superficial defense of the series. Will the 100 million young fans of Harry now turn to Tolkien and Dickens and Twain?

Or will they go searching for more of the thrills Rowling has whetted their appetite for? There is a lot of corrupt literature out there, well-written material that may indeed stimulate a literary habit, as it speeds the degeneration of moral consciousness.

Q: So you believe that literacy is not of utmost importance in the development of a healthy child?

O´Brien: A discerning literacy — the true literacy — is of very great importance in a child´s formation. But literacy alone can never be enough. Is an appetite for reading fiction a higher value than a child´s moral formation? Is any book better than no book? Would we give our children a bowl of stew in which there was a dose of poison, simply because there were also good ingredients mixed into the recipe? Of course we wouldn´t.

Discernment is always needed in deciding what we give our children. So why are we discarding this basic understanding when it comes to unhealthy cultural material?

Reasonable Christian parents would not permit their children to read a series of enthralling books depicting likable young people involved in drug-dealing, or premarital sex, or torture. We would not give our children fiction in which a group of “good fornicators” struggled against a set of “bad fornicators.”

We would not justify giving our children such books by pointing out the characters´ good qualities. Why, then, have we accepted a set of books which glamorize and normalize occult activity, even though it is every bit as deadly to the soul as sexual sin, if not more so?

Q: Some literary critics and scholars say that the Potter series is a valuable contribution to culture. Why are they not concerned about the problems you see in the books?

O´Brien: I´m surprised by the promotion of the Potter series in certain Christian circles, even among some Catholic academics. Perhaps this is due to their naiveté about the power of fantasy. Possibly it´s an overreliance on individual reason, as if to say, “I am so intelligent, and my child is so intelligent, that we can enjoy the irrational and the corrupt without being affected by it, and therefore it´s not really corrupt.”

This non sequitur is based on the mistaken belief that the imagination can be safely contained within an airtight compartment of the mind. I´m guessing here, but I suspect there is also a certain fear at work in their adamant and not always objective reaction to criticism of the Potter series.

Is their overreaction caused by a fear of anti-intellectualism, a fear of “fundamentalism,” perhaps even a fear of loss of credibility among other academics? I´m not certain. At the very least it indicates a lack of understanding about the integral relationship between faith and culture, between imagination and the world of action.

Consistently, the pro-Potter advocates extract details from the books that point to some kind of “morality” in the series, actually more a set of “values” — to use the modern term — than genuine morality. Their approach is, I think, rather revealing. Any serious scholar should know that empirical “evidence” for any theory can be found by dipping selectively into a large body of source material, and that this can be highly misleading.

When a scholar operates from an a priori need to find supportive data for his gut attraction, truth gets lost in the process. And this is the crux of the problem for all of us: Regardless of whether we are impelled by a gut attraction or a gut repulsion to the world of Harry Potter, we must ask ourselves if we are thinking according to principles, or are we articulating impressively as we let ourselves be driven by feelings.

If Catholic intellectual life becomes dominated by visceral likes and dislikes, we may very well find ourselves contributing to a dark future for Western civilization. We may even help form a race of super-impressionists incapable of right discernment. This is a profoundly disturbing trend. The fruits of it will be even more disturbing.

Harry Potter: A letter to the editor of LifeSiteNews and Michael O’Brien’s response
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/features/harrypotter/obrienletter.pdf    
June 2001 letter to the Editor from Sandra Miesel:

Tolkien and Rowling: Common ground
I follow the pronouncements of Michael O’Brien with special interest because I have been a professional in the science fiction and fantasy field for over 30 years. Because there is so much crammed into O’Brien’s Essay, I will just address one aspect: magic in Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings. O’Brien cites Letter #156 in The Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, which identifies Gandalf and his fellow wizards as incarnate angels. Tolkien explains that he calls them "wizards" for the connotative meaning of "those who know."
Note that Gandalf’s own magic ring goes unmentioned by O’Brien. And Letter #155, which O’Brien uses with suspicious selectivity, pointedly defends the lawfulness of the magic arts employed by Middle-earth. Speaking of magia (magic) and goetia (sorcery), Tolkien says: "Neither is, in this tale, good or bad per se, but only by motive or purpose or use. Both sides use both, but with different motives." The ability to use magic "is an inherent power" in Middleearth--just as in the secondary universe occupied by Harry Potter’s wizards and muggles, not to mention most contemporary genre fantasy.

Some other premises of Tolkien’s subcreation that diverge from Catholic teaching include angels that function as "gods," an absence of cultic religion, a different version of the Creation and Fall, death as the Creator’s "gift" to men rather than their punishment, and reincarnation for elves.

O’Brien fears that Harry Potter will nudge children toward the occult. But contemporary neopagans routinely cite The Lord of the Rings as a work that predisposed them toward witchcraft.

(They were also affected by a love of nature. Must we keep Catholic children away from trees lest they become Druids?) So if Tolkien were publishing now, O’Brien should logically have to condemn him in the same breath as J.K. Rowling. -Sandra Miesel, Indianapolis, Indiana

Michael O’Brien responds:

Sandra Miesel raises significant points, though they are not untainted by her own somewhat selective reading of Tolkien's letters.

In letter #156, Tolkien does not call Gandalf and the other Istari incarnate angels, as she suggests. He is careful to put quotation marks around the word "angels" and to explain that its meaning is only in the sense of the root of the word, messenger, as in one who is sent. Gandalf's powers are bestowed on him as a gift from Iluvatar, "the Father of All", Tolkien's mythological representation of God. This is a crucial point, the crucial distinction between Middle-earth and

Potter-world. In the latter, all supernatural and preternatural powers are entirely naturalized. 
Rowling's sub-creation is fundamentally immanentized—it is a glamorized Flatland. By contrast, Tolkien's sub-creation is fundamentally hierarchical, representing a moral order that ascends from the incarnate all the way up to the throne of God Himself.

In Tolkien's sub-creation, there are ranks of beings, and the Istari lie somewhere between angels and men. The term "wizard" is one men have projected onto the Istari, who are only superficially like the wizards in the Potter series. Tolkien has employed the sub-creator's liberty to envision a world that might have been. Yet he takes pains to state, in his essay "On Fairy Stories", that no matter how fabulous the sub-created world may be, no matter how wildly it departs from the details of material existence, it will remain faithful to the moral order of the real universe. He states elsewhere that like all incarnate creatures Gandalf and the other Istari are subject to weakness and suffering and moral temptations, and in fact it is only Gandalf who passes all the moral tests. Tolkien uses the word "gods" (again, he is careful to use quotation marks) to refer to the Valar, the Powers, the truly angelic forces who guide the world. Here he is using the word according to the consciousness of the peoples of Middle-earth, imbued as they are with primitive pre-Christian mythological understandings, similar to passages in the Old Testament in which angels are referred to as "gods".

Regarding Letter #155, Tolkien appears to be grappling with the question of magic (both magia and goeteia) as neutral power, as if he himself has not come to a clear understanding of it: "I have been far too casual about 'magic' and especially the use of the word..." He points out that the good characters in Middle-earth use magia sparingly, and goeteia as a kind of artistic exercise. The decisive point of this letter, however, reinforces my own position, for at its conclusion he says that "magic" (again in quotation marks) is not what we think of as magic in this world, which is obtained by lore or spells (the Gnostic seizing of secret knowledge). Rather, in Middle-earth it is "an inherent power not possessed or attainable by Men as such." In other words it is a faculty of the higher ranks of creatures (Elves and Istari), bestowed on them by Iluvatar as a gift. In addition, it should be added that Middle-earth is a mythological pre-Christian age, and more than once in the epic it is stated that these powers must pass away from the world.

It is important in assessing Tolkien's impact on modern consciousness to situate The Lord of the Rings in the fuller context of the body of the author's writings. The ring trilogy is only entirely comprehensible, and properly understood according to its author's intention, in the light of his foundational work The Silmarillion. With some leeway for imaginative expansion on his themes, Tolkien has given us the "theological" foundation to Middle-earth, one that corresponds in essence to the book of Genesis. It's all there: the Creator, the creation of the universe, the revolt of the fallen angels, Satan, the corruption of Man, the ensuing battle between good and evil in the incarnate world. The names have been changed and the details of the battles enlarged, but this is a dramatic portrayal of reality itself. If New Age devotees have to some degree co-opted

Tolkien's writings to their own purposes, this does not negate the author's original intention. The New Age has attempted to co-opt sacred Scripture as well—the cults are notorious for this—but does this negate the original intention of the Author of the Bible?

What is the context of J.K. Rowling's Potter-world? What are its "theological foundations", if you will? In a word, there are none. The Harry Potter series is a fantasy-projection of materialist man, homo sine Deo, man without God imagining himself to have god-like powers without any reference to the source of those powers, nor to any set of moral absolutes against which he can measure the rightness or wrongness of his thoughts and actions.

Witchcraft is not so much about love of nature, as it is about love of control over nature. It is about power—god-like power without accountability to objective standards, without obedience to the Creator of nature. It is about our root sin, pride. It is about rebellion against God's authority.
Sandra Miesel's reductio ad absurdum regarding keeping children from trees is clever, but self-defeating. A tree lives according to God's intention for its ontological value and purpose.

Druids and witches do not. The characters in Potter-world do not.

I have read The Lord of the Rings aloud to my children five times over the years, and I hope to read it to my grandchildren someday. A few of my children have gone so far as to purchase copies of the trilogy for themselves, and to read extensively in Tolkien's other writings. While it is true that there are ambiguous elements in his vast and splendid sub-creation, these are minimal, and indeed at times have prompted fascinating discussions in our family. But we do not read Potter here. This is neither parental paranoia nor the ghettoization of the imagination. We know full well that there is no work of fiction that does not in some way fall short of a complete vision of reality. However, there is a great deal of difference between a flawed detail and a flaw in the fundamental vision. A house with a weak window frame is not the same thing as a house built on sand. No matter how beautiful the decor of the latter may be, it is a place I would rather not live. More importantly, it is place where I will not take my children to live.

Harry Potter and the paganization of children’s culture
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/features/harrypotter/obrienpotter.pdf    
By Michael D. O’Brien, April 21/November, 2001

The realm of human imagination is a God-given gift, a faculty of the mind that is intended for the expansion of our understanding by enabling us to visualize invisible truths. In the modern era this zone of man's interior life has moved to the forefront of his experience. With the advent of film, television, and now the near-virtual reality of special effects videos and other electronic entertainment, the screen of the imagination is stimulated to a degree (both in quantity and kind) more than at any other period in history. This has prompted an ongoing debate over what constitutes healthy nourishment of the imagination and what degrades it.
In his essay "On Fairy Stories" J.R.R. Tolkien pointed out that because man is made in the image and likeness of God he is endowed with faculties that reflect his Creator. One of these is the gift of "sub-creation"-the human creator may give form to other worlds populated by imaginary peoples and beasts, where fabulous environments are the stage for astounding dramas. The primal desire at the heart of such imagining, he says, is the "realization of wonder." If our eyes are opened to see existence as wonder-full, then we become more capable of reverential awe before the Source of it all. "Fairy stories may invent monsters that fly the air or dwell in the deep," he wrote, "but at least they do not try to escape from heaven or the sea." However fantastic the sub-created world may be, if it is a product of the "baptized imagination" it will be faithful to the moral order of the universe. Tolkien cautions, however, that because man is fallen the creative faculty is always at risk of veering away from its true objective. We are all quite capable of taking God-given gifts back in the direction of idolatry.

Even the most cursory glance at what is available in children's literature and entertainment offers ample evidence that the paganization of the imagination is well underway. In the late 19th century there appeared in children's fiction a trickle of books that began the process of redefining Christian symbols and the presentation of occult themes in a favorable light. Until then, witches and sorcerers, an important element of traditional fables and fairy tales, were consistently portrayed as evil. With the advent of the occult revival (which entered the West primarily through certain British writers involved in esoteric religion) more and more material appeared that attempted to shift the line between good and evil. The characters of the "white witch", the pet dragon, and the wise wizard became familiar figures. During the last quarter of the twentieth century the trickle became a torrent, and by the final decade before the Millennium it entered the mainstream of culture, powerfully augmented by the interlocking mechanisms of television, film, video, marketing techniques and spin-off industries, and applauded by a class of critics who told us that this was all a long-overdue broadening of our horizons.
In his book Amusing Ourselves to Death, Neil Postman describes how television has reshaped our society. In the past, when Western man moved from an oral culture to the print-dominated or "typographic" culture, significant changes resulted in our capacity to absorb experience and abstractions. The volume of information fed to the mind increased while the mind's ability to sort and evaluate the influx of data did not always keep pace. With the advent of television another quantum leap occurred. Flooded with powerful stimuli that bypassed the mind's normal faculties for filtering and interpretation, both the rational and the imaginative aspects of our minds became increasingly passive. As a result, Postman warns, our ways of perceiving reality itself are becoming fundamentally distorted. We now imbibe a massive amount of impressions in small bites that demand of us neither sustained attention nor truly critical thinking, thus rendering us vulnerable to manipulation. We are dangerously close, he says, to that condition described by Aldous Huxley in Brave New World-no longer conscious of our bondage we are soothed by endless entertainments.

For in the end he [Huxley] was trying to tell us that what afflicted the people in Brave New World was not that they were laughing instead of thinking, but that they did not know what they were laughing about and why they had stopped thinking." (Amusing Ourselves to Death, Viking Penguin, New York, 1985, p.163)

How does this warning apply to books that promote a pagan view of the world? Surely, it is argued, their popularity heralds a return to a more literate culture. Is not their success a positive sign, demonstrating that the human imagination can never be fully satisfied by electronic media? At first glance, it would seem so. But a book is not necessarily always better than a video simply because it is a book. While it is true that media-technology tends to overwhelm the viewer, and books usually pay some respect to the integrity of the reader (sparking the imagination but not displacing its creative powers), much of contemporary fantasy for the young is actually closer in style to television than to literature. 
It overwhelms by using in print form the visceral stimuli and pace of the electronic media, flooding the imagination with sensory rewards while leaving it malnourished at the core. In a word, thrills have swept aside wonder.

If the purpose of wonder is to lead to reflection on the splendor of existence, and reflection to clear thought about its meaning, what has been lost? And why has it been lost? Postman warns that the power over our minds exercised by constantly changing images is now so deeply embedded in our consciousness that it has become invisible. We are fast losing our ability to recognize that we have lost anything at all, let alone the ability to ask why it has been lost.

There is no more disturbing consequence of the electronic and graphic revolution than this: that the world as given to us through television seems natural, not bizarre. For the loss of the sense of the strange is a sign of adjustment, and the extent to which we have adjusted is a measure of the extent to which we have been changed. Our culture's adjustment to the epistemology of television is by now all but complete; we have so thoroughly absorbed its definitions of truth, knowledge and reality that irrelevance seems filled with import, and incoherence seems eminently sane. And if some of our institutions seem not to fit the template of the times, why it is they, and not the template, that seem to us disordered and strange. (Postman, pp.79-80)
The Harry Potter Phenomenon
If the fragmenting and leveling of consciousness distorts how we perceive the world, it will necessarily distort our assessment of cultural material. A case in point is the publication of Joanne K. Rowling's Harry Potter novels, which during the past four years have met with a deluge of favorable reviews and an astonishing sales response. Some 76 million copies have been sold, there are translations in 42 languages, and three of the titles are now concurrently on the New York Times best sellers list. Because the series presents the world of witchcraft and sorcery in a positive light, it has also sparked a minority reaction ranging from outright alarm to sober analysis. Some critics say the books are flawed but essentially harmless fantasy, filling a real need; others decry them as the next stage in the ongoing degeneration of culture. In either case the books invite an appraisal, for they are going to be a major influence in the values and perceptions of the coming generation.

The four novels published to date are so rich in characters and ornate sub-plots that it would be impossible to describe all of them in a single article. However, at this point a sketch of the structure of the series may serve to set the context for themes I will discuss further on.

In volume one, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone, we are introduced to the world of sorcery and the boy who plays the pivotal role in the struggle between good and evil as it is defined in the series. The story begins with the murder of Harry's parents, a witch and wizard who are destroyed by another wizard named Voldemort, chief of all the wizards who have gone too far into practice of the "Dark Arts"-the "evil side of sorcery". Baby Harry survives the attack for some unexplained reason, and Voldemort flees, much reduced in power. We later learn that the sacrificial love Harry's mother has for her baby son deflected Voldemort's curses onto himself, with the result that Voldemort has become no more than a barely human shadow of his former self. Harry is rescued by witches and wizards who take him to a suburb of London to be raised by his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Dursley. The Dursleys are "Muggles"-the wizard term for ordinary humans who have no magic powers. A thoroughly despicable couple, they are unrelievedly cruel to Harry, opinionated, conceited and full of malice for anything to do with magic. Harry knows nothing about his background.

On his eleventh birthday, he begins to discover that he has some mysterious powers. He soon meets witches and wizards who harass the Dursleys with magic in order to obtain their permission for Harry to attend Hogwarts, a school of witchcraft and wizardry. At Hogwarts castle Harry meets the headmaster Professor Dumbledore who is also the unofficial chief of the "good wizards" in the world. The wizard world coexists with the world of the Muggles, but it is so enchanted that ordinary humans are blinded to its existence. When occasionally the lines are crossed through the "misuse of magic", the Ministry of Magic steps in to cover it up and to erase the memories of Muggles who happen to discover the great secret.

In the plot of the first volume, Harry makes new friends and enemies (all of whom are aspiring young witches and wizards), meets the various professors at the school (Divination, Potions, Spells, Herbology, Defense Against the Dark Arts, and other disciplines within the world of arcane occult knowledge). He makes special friends with fellow students Ron and Hermione, and together the trio experiences many adventures throughout the four novels written to date. In this first novel Harry comes to understand that the Dark Lord-Voldemort himself-seeks to return to full life, recapture his old magical strength and seize power over the world. One of the professors, a wizard named Quirrell, is secretly loyal to Voldemort and tries to help him by striving for two goals: to steal the Philosopher's Stone (containing the "elixir of eternal life") which is safe in Dumbledore's keeping, and to drain the life from Harry in order to restore Voldemort's own life. If he can achieve this, Voldemort intends to kill Harry, for Harry is the only one ever to have resisted his killing curse. In the attempt, Voldemort possesses Quirrell and lures Harry into a confrontation where he tries to seize the stone and kill the boy. But the power latent in Harry is too strong for him; Voldemort flees and Harry collapses, remaining unconscious for three days before he revives.

Volume two, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, chronicles Harry's second year at Hogwarts. The plot revolves around mysterious events connected to a secret chamber in Hogwarts castle. Supposedly, an evil presence lurks there and has been released to roam about the school, terrorizing students and killing as it pleases. Students and some of the professors suspect that the famous Harry Potter may be the cause, and it is rumored that he has become a practitioner of the Dark Arts. After all, it is argued, even as a baby he was more powerful than the Dark Lord, the most powerful evil wizard in the world. Isolated and despised, Harry begins to doubt himself, suspecting that he might be destined to become evil. Dumbledore reassures him that this is not so. 
Eventually Harry discovers a secret passageway to the underground chamber, and enters it to save a little witch girl named Ginny who has become entranced by Voldemort. He does not realize that Voldemort has used her as bait. Inside the chamber Harry kills the Basilisk, a giant snake that is associated with Voldemort, then uses a fang of the snake to stab a magic dialoguing diary that was the method Voldemort used to entrance Ginny. When Harry destroys the diary, Voldemort is banished a second time.
In volume three, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry is embroiled in an old conflict between his "godfather", a wizard named Sirius Black, and a wizard named Peter Pettigrew, and other magicians who are at odds with each other due to some mysterious ancient feud. Black has been thrown into the wizard prison of Azkaban on a charge of murdering Pettigrew for betraying Harry's parents to Voldemort, causing their deaths. The truth is that Pettigrew faked his own death, thus framing Black for his murder, then transformed himself into a rat named Scabbers (the sleepy pet of Harry's friend Ron), in which disguise he has been hiding out for twelve years while Black remained in prison.

As the story begins, Black has broken out of prison, and both the wizard world and the Muggle world (where he is believed to be a mass murderer) are trying to track him down. The wizard world thinks Black is searching for Harry in order to kill him. Into the tale comes Romulus Lupus (who is also a werewolf) the new teacher of Defense-Against-the-Dark-Arts at Hogwarts. We discover that Lupus, Black, Pettigrew and Harry's father had once been fellow students at Hogwarts and were a foursome of friends during their youth. The situation is further complicated by Professor Snape the Potions Master, who hates Harry, and who was also associated with the foursome. Harry has a difficult time untangling the web of deception and intrigue: who betrayed whom, who can be trusted, who is telling the truth about the past? None of them are what they appear to be. Harry's assumptions (and the reader's) about who is good and who is evil are constantly flipping, and only in the last chapters do we discover that Scabbers the rat is in fact the real villain. In a final confrontation Scabbers is transformed back into his human form (as Pettigrew) by the commanding spells of Lupus and Black, who are about to administer justice by killing him. Harry asks them to be merciful and to send Pettigrew to Azkaban Prison. But Pettigrew escapes and flees in search of his old master Voldemort.

Volume four, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, is about Voldemort's elaborate plan to ensnare Harry through the services of Pettigrew, to take some of the boy's blood and make a potion that will restore the Dark Lord to his former powers. Indeed, the latter hopes to obtain more power than he has ever known, for Harry's powers are greater than his, though as yet undeveloped. The plot revolves around a year-long competition in wizardry that involves the student-champions of the three great schools of sorcery. Harry is one of the champions for his school, and in feat after daring feat he overcomes terrifying obstacles (usually by putting the good of others above his own desire to win). He emerges the victor of the competition, only in the end to be tricked into Voldemort's hands. The Dark Lord takes some of Harry's blood, makes the potion and is restored to his full powers. Harry rallies, resists Voldemort's killing curse with the power of his will and magical commands, then flees to Hogwarts. The book concludes with a stirring speech from the headmaster Dumbledore, who praises Harry for his virtues, and calls the students and professors to unity in the face of the overwhelming danger that now looms over the world.
Materialist Magic and the assimilated imagination
Pro-Harry commentators say that Rowling's sub-creation is witty, thought-provoking, entertaining, expands the child's imagination, and even retains a certain morality. Furthermore, she has succeeded in introducing an electronically addicted generation to the world of reading. All of this is true. The stories are packed with surprises, delights of the imagination that few readers will fail to be enchanted by. Talking chess pieces argue with the players about the advisability of moves, ingenious toys and devices abound, mythological beasts run in and out of scenes, owls deliver mail, a lovable giant hatches dragon eggs and breeds new species of creatures, elves serve dutifully, wise-cracking ghosts play tricks, and of course there is Quidditch-a combination of rugby, basketball, and polo played on flying broomsticks.

But the charming details are mixed with the repulsive at every turn: Ron seeks to cast a spell that rebounds on himself, making him vomit slimy slugs, the ghost of a little girl lives in a toilet, excremental references are not uncommon, urination is no longer an off-limits subject, rudeness between students is routine behavior. In volume four especially these trends are in evidence, along with the added spice of sexuality inferred in references such as "private parts" and students pairing off and "going into the bushes."

Student witches and wizards are taught to use their wands to cast hexes and spells to alter their environments, punish small foes, and defend themselves against more sinister enemies. Transfiguration lessons show them how to change objects and people into other kinds of creatures-sometimes against their will. In Potions class they make brews that can be used to control others. In Herbology they grow plants that are used in the potions-the roots of the mandrake plant, for example, are small living babies who scream when they are uprooted for transplanting, and are grown for the purpose of being cut into pieces and boiled in a magical potion.

The wizard world is about the pursuit of power and esoteric knowledge, and in this sense it is a modern representation of a branch of ancient Gnosticism, the cult that came close to undermining Christianity at its birth. The so-called "Christian Gnostics" of the 2nd century were in no way Christian, for they attempted to neutralize the meaning of the Incarnation and to distort the concept of salvation along traditional Gnostic lines: man saves himself by obtaining secret knowledge and power. The figure of Christ was just one of many "myths" which they attempted to graft onto their worldview. At Hogwarts, holidays such as Christmas and Easter are stripped of Christ, rendered down to no more than social customs and absorbed into the "broader" context of the occult symbol-cosmology. Halloween is the great feast of the year. Rowling's wizard world, gnostic in essence and practise, neutralizes the sacred and displaces it by normalizing what is profoundly abnormal and destructive in the real world.
The objection is sometimes raised: surely this is permissible because it is a sub-creation, and as such its author has free rein to establish its own laws, its interior coherence and consistency. This is to overlook the fact that Rowling's wizard world is interactive with the real world and violates the moral order in both. The story takes place in contemporary London and the English countryside. The witches and wizards are the gnostic cabal whose secret knowledge must be hidden from ordinary people and revealed only to initiates. The students and professors of Hogwarts are like personalities one would meet in any British boarding school; their difference is only in their extraordinary powers and bizarre activities. Some, like Harry, are likable; others are snobs and bullies. This is our world, but one in which supernatural powers are redefined as human faculties, needing only the proper learning in order to be used rightly.

While Rowling posits the "good" use of occult powers against their misuse, thus imparting to her sub-creation an apparent aura of morality, the cumulative effect is to shift our understanding of the battle lines between good and evil. The border is never defined. Of course, the archetype of "misuse" is Voldemort, whose savage cruelty and will to power is blatantly evil, yet the reader is lulled into minimizing or forgetting altogether that Harry himself, and many other of the "good" characters, frequently use the same powers on a lesser scale, supposedly for good ends. The false notion of "the end justifies the means" is the subtext throughout. The author's characterization and plot continually reinforce the message that if a person is "nice", if he means well, is brave and loyal to his friends, he can pretty much do as he sees fit to combat horrific evil-magic powers being the ideal weapon. This is consistent with the author's confused notions of authority. In reality, magic is an attempt to bypass the limitations of human nature and the authority of God, in order to obtain power over material creation and the will of others through manipulation of the supernatural. Magic is about taking control. It is a fundamental rejection of the divine order in creation. In the first book of Samuel (15:23) divination is equated with the spirit of rebellion. The Catechism of the Catholic Church calls divination and magic a form of idolatry.
All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them at one's service and have a supernatural power over others...are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. (n. 2117. See also n. 2110-2116 and n. 2138)

In Rowling's wizard world, children are taught to manipulate undefined forces, and to submit themselves to no higher law than the wizard authorities who will help them exercise their powers "wisely". However, the authorities themselves are divided, imparting to the impressionable reader the certainty that the best person to decide what is or is not a "proper use of magic" is the young witch or magician himself, guided only by the occasional intervention of a Dumbledore or some similar guru figure. The Ministry of Magic attempts to regulate the use of magic, but it is as bumbling and riddled with compromise as ordinary human governments. The author repeatedly sets up the straw man of legalism and knocks it down with unsubtle blows. The Dursleys are a parody of staid conservatism, "touchy about anything even slightly out of the ordinary." Ron's brother Percy, the most unattractive member of his family, is a caricature of the fastidious clerk, "fussy about rule-breaking." Nasty Professor Snape mouths the platitudes of the hypocritical legalist. In Hogwarts, although it is organized along a system of rules pretty much like an ordinary boarding school, Harry's disobedience is frequently overlooked and even rewarded by the school authorities. After all, he is a special boy, gifted, hated by evil incarnate, and destined for greatness. Moreover, his daring and resourcefulness (combined with a sense of fair play toward "good" fellow students) are always pitted against "bad" characters.

But is Harry really all that good? He blackmails his uncle, uses trickery and deception, and "breaks a hundred rules" (to quote the mildly censorious but ultimately approving Dumbledore). He frequently tells lies to get himself out of trouble, and lets himself be provoked into revenge against his student enemies. He "hates" his enemies. The reader soon finds himself forgiving Harry for this because the boy's tormentors are vindictive and mocking. In a consistent display of authorial overkill Rowling depicts such "bad" characters as ugly in appearance. She does a good deal of sneering at the Dursleys for being fat, and ridicules the oafish bodies of the students who oppress Harry. In these details and a plethora of others throughout the series, the child reader is encouraged in his baser instincts while lip service is paid to morality. In fact, nowhere in the series is there any reference to a system of moral absolutes against which actions can be measured. In a word, this is materialist magic, magic as a naturalized human power.
When the meaning of the human person is reduced to a strictly natural definition, evil will be considered no more than erroneous abstractions or problems in the dynamics of the psyche. In his book, An Exorcist Tells His Story (Ignatius Press, San Francisco, 1999), Fr. Gabriele Amorth, the chief exorcist of the archdiocese of Rome, warns that modern men are losing their sense of the reality of supernatural evil. As a result, he says, many have made themselves more vulnerable to the influence of evil spirits who seek to corrupt and destroy souls.

I can state that the number of those who are affected by the evil one has greatly increased. The first factor that influences the increase of evil influences is Western consumerism. The majority of people have lost their faith due to a materialistic and hedonistic lifestyle...it is a well-known fact that where religion regresses, superstition progresses. We can see the proliferation, especially among the young, of spiritism, witchcraft, and the occult.

Amorth does not hesitate to say that cultural influences such as film, television, music and books play no small part in the lowering of spiritual vigilance. "I was able personally to verify how great is the influence of these tools of Satan on the young. It is unbelievable how widespread are witchcraft and spiritism, in all their forms, in middle and high school. This evil is everywhere, even in small towns." (pp. 53, 54)

Speaking of the growing phenomenon of diabolical possession and other forms of bondage to evil, Amorth points to sorcery as the most frequent cause. (p. 57) He warns that ultimately there is no real difference between "white" and "black" magic. Every form of magic is practiced with recourse to Satan, he says-either knowingly or unknowingly, the practitioner of magic exposes himself to diabolic influence. (p.60) "Scripture warns us that witchcraft is one of the most common means used by the devil to bind men to himself and to dehumanize them. Directly or indirectly, witchcraft is a cult of Satan." (p. 143)
The spread of occult activity, and the resulting increase in the number of exorcisms performed by Catholic priests, has been noted by secular commentators as well. Articles on the subject have recently appeared in the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. An article in the November 28, 2000, edition of the New York Times reported a ten-fold increase in the number of official exorcists in the United States during the past decade. These, however, are still few in number, and a majority of dioceses have yet to implement the directives of a 1999 Vatican document that instructed every ordinary in the world to appoint an exorcist for his diocese. Fr. Amorth laments that many bishops still do not realize the scope of the problem. If he is right about this, it is no wonder that many lay people also consider the danger to be so remote that it has no bearing on their lives.
The psychology of perception
With occult themes now a part of mainstream culture, the Potter series is juxtaposed between a growing amount of blatantly diabolical material for the young on one hand, and on the other a tide of cultural material that redefines good and evil in subtler ways. Thus, it appears as a healthier specimen of what has been more or less normalized all around us. As Postman warned, the strange and disordered no longer strikes us as such. Our society is saturated in the false notion that a lesser evil (in this case, "good sorcery") is preferable to the great evil of Satanism, a message further reinforced by the books' condemnation of the extremes of diabolical behavior. What we so often forget is that the "lesser evil" concept is a classic adversarial tactic in the great war between good and evil-the real war in which we are all immersed. The evil spirits seek to attract us to evil behavior by first offering us evil thoughts disguised as good. In opposition to these, they set up great evils from which we naturally recoil, and offer the lesser evils as the antidote. If the lesser evil is presented with a little window-dressing of virtue or morality (or the modern term "values"), we can turn to it assuming we are making a choice for a good. This dynamic can be observed in the way film classification has gradually altered our judgements and consequent viewing habits. We have come to assume that a film rated PG is better than an X rated film, forgetting that what is now called PG would have been completely objectionable a generation ago. This is Postman's "adjustment." This is reality-shift. This is, to put it simply, loss of discernment.

Children are dependent on adults to make careful discernments in the area of culture because they do not have the advantage of age and experience. They are in a state of formation, absorbing impressions about the nature of reality at a fundamental level, and few things in life are as powerful as culture for defining reality-for defining good and evil. In the case of the Harry Potter series discernment has been difficult for many people because these novels seem at first glance to reject evil by dissociating magic from the diabolic. Yet in the real world they are always associated. We must ask ourselves if they really can be separated without negative consequences. If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, is there not an increased likelihood that when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic he will be less able to resist its attractions? Of course, children are not so naïve as to think they can have Harry's powers and adventures; they know full well the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding.
What long-term effects do fictional heroes and heroines have on the mind's ability to distinguish truth from falsehood? A novel about a boy who regularly skips along a tightrope across Niagara Falls without falling is no real threat to one's child, because he instantly recognizes the absurdity of the notion. The danger is immediately perceived and the practise rejected. But a novel about a boy who skips along a tightrope across an eternal abyss is a real threat, for the danger is difficult to recognize without knowledge of moral absolutes and a developed sense of the immediacy of spiritual combat. Parents' warnings about abstract dangers can pale in a child's mind when compared to tales packed with potent images that have lodged deeply in his imagination.

Regardless of how few or many children are prompted to venture into occult activity after reading the Potter series, it will have a strong effect on most, in the sense of what educators call the propaedeutic-preparing the ground for later developments. If the natural and spiritual guard has been lowered in a child's mind, if his concept of morality has been skewed and authority undermined, what other kinds of disordered interests and activities will follow as he makes his choices later in life? This is no longer an academic question. A recent search of the internet for Harry Potter references yielded more than 500,000 "hits" or sites where the books are being discussed, including those of major libraries. Selective searches turned up more than a hundred high-profile websites devoted to the series, many of which offer cross-links to advanced occult websites under titles such as "Learn More about the Secrets of the Occult" and "How to Become a Witch." In an interview with Newsweek, a spokesman for the Pagan Federation in England reported that he receives an average of 100 inquiries a month from young people who want to become witches-an unprecedented phenomenon which he attributes in part to the Potter books. An article in the December 17, 2000, issue of Time magazine reports that a similar organization in Germany deals with an increasing number of inquiries, which it also credits to the Potter factor. Rowling herself has expressed surprise at the volume of mail she receives from young readers writing to her as if Hogwarts were real, wanting to know how they can enter the school in order to become witches and wizards.

Librarians in diverse social settings report that children in increasing numbers are requesting material from the occult sections of their collections. Kimbra W. Gish, a librarian at Vanderbilt University who specializes in children's and young adult's reading, discusses the controversy in the May/June 2000 issue of the librarians' journal The Horn Book Magazine. Gish writes, "For many librarians, teachers and parents, the world of children's literature and that of the Bible represent different kingdoms whose border continues to be debated as parents and others raise questions about the appropriateness of certain titles. This is a passionate issue: few things stir the heart like one's true faith or one's love for sharing books with children."
In explaining Christian concerns about the Potter series, she outlines how the books repeatedly portray in a positive light the very activities that are condemned in both Old and New Testaments in the strongest possible terms. She cites Deuteronomy 18:9-12, a passage in which enchanting, divination, charms, consulting with familiar spirits or a wizard or a necromancer are described as an "abomination" in the eyes of God, and must be driven out. She notes numerous other passages forbidding the practice of witchcraft and wizardry or consultation with mediums or diviners (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6, 27; Isaiah 8:19, 19:3; Galatians 5:19-21; Revelation 21:8; 2 Kings 21:6, 23:24; 2 Chronicles 33:6. See also the confrontation between St. Paul and a magician in the Acts of the Apostles 13:6-12).

Gish points out that modern culture can desensitize people to the corruptive nature of such activities, through "casual exposure to the occult through media sources such as television, movies, games and books." While some parents are alarmed by any portrayal of occult practices in children's fiction, she says, others feel that context is the key: "Is the witch portrayed positively, negatively, or ambivalently? Is the practice shown as an acceptable or enjoyable thing to do, or something stupid or dangerous?" Like many reflective literate people who love both children and children's literature, Gish favors the latter approach. She comes down firmly against J. K. Rowling's Potter series, and enthusiastically for fantasy in the line of J.R.R. Tolkien's and C.S. Lewis's sub-creations. For her, as for many Christian parents, the problem is not the presence of magic in a book, but how magic is represented.
Christian use of magic in fantasy literature
Both Tolkien and Lewis use magic in a way fundamentally different from Rowling. In The Magician's Nephew, the first volume of Lewis's Chronicles of Narnia, the corruption of Narnia begins when an elderly Londoner dabbles in occult activity, and opens the doors between worlds. The ensuing struggle for the restoration of Narnia to its original order is the direct result of the very activities the Potter books portray as forces for good. Lewis depicts them as forces allied with chaos, disruption, bondage, and violation of the dignity of creatures. Throughout the Chronicles witches are portrayed in classic terms, as malevolent, manipulative, deceiving and destructive-not the least of whom is a character called the White Witch.

In The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, a selfish boy who has no understanding of the supernatural meets a dragon. Entering its lair he seizes its treasure hoard and is changed into a dragon. He is liberated from this condition-"undragoned"-only by the intervention of the Christ figure, Aslan, who alone has the authority, the "deep magic", to undo what evil has done. Supernatural powers, Lewis repeatedly underlines, belong to God alone, and in human hands they are highly deceptive and can lead to destruction.

In The Silver Chair, the crown prince of Narnia has been kidnapped and brainwashed by a witch, and the children in the tale embark on a quest to rescue him. The witch captures them and seeks to enthrall them by reprogramming their minds while at the same time lulling their natural defenses to sleep. They are close to utter enslavement when the brave Marsh-wiggle deliberately burns himself in order to shock his mind back to reality. When he does so and challenges the witch, she reveals her true nature by taking the form of a powerful serpent, thus alerting the children to their peril.
In his great fantasy epic, The Lord of the Rings, Tolkien also portrays magic as deception. Supernatural powers that do not rightly belong to man are repeatedly shown as having a corrupting influence on man. While it is true that Gandalf, one of the central characters, is called a "wizard" throughout, he is not in fact a classical sorcerer. Tolkien maintains that Gandalf is rather a kind of moral guardian, similar to guardian angels but more incarnate. (Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien, edited by Humphrey Carpenter and Christopher Tolkien, Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1981) In letters 155, 156 and 228 he explains his depiction of matter and spirit, and the distinction between good magic and evil magic. In essence Tolkien's "good magic" is not in fact what we think of as magic in the real world. Gandalf's task is primarily to advise, instruct, and arouse to resistance the minds and hearts of those threatened by Sauron, the Dark Lord of this saga. Gandalf does not do the work for them; they must use their natural gifts-and in this we see an image of grace building on nature, never overwhelming nature or replacing it. Gandalf's gifts are used sparingly, and then only so far as they assist the other creatures in the exercise of their free will and their moral choices.

The central character, Frodo Baggins, is asked by Gandalf to bear a ring of magical power to a volcanic mountain in a region ruled by Sauron, in order to destroy the ring in the volcano's fires and thus weaken the grip that Sauron has over the world. Frodo agrees to undertake the journey but soon realizes that the ring has a seductive hold on him. As he carries the very thing that could ruin the world, he is constantly tempted to use it for the good. But he learns that to use its supernatural powers for such short-range "goods" increases the probability of long-range disaster, both for the world and for himself.

Supernatural powers, Tolkien demonstrates repeatedly, are very much a domain infested by the "deceits of the Enemy", used for domination of other creatures' free will. As such they are metaphors of sin and spiritual bondage. By contrast, Gandalf's very limited use of preternatural powers is never used to overwhelm, deceive or defile. Even so, the author mentions more than once in the epic that these powers must pass away from the world as the "Old Age" ends and the "Age of Man" (and by inference the Age of the Incarnation) approaches.

Much of the neopagan use of magic is the converse of this. It is frequently used to overwhelm, deceive and defile. In the Harry Potter series, for example, Harry resists and eventually overcomes Voldemort with the very powers the Dark Lord himself uses. Harry is the reverse image of Frodo. Rowling portrays his victory over evil as the fruit of esoteric knowledge and power. This is Gnosticism. Tolkien portrays Frodo's victory over evil as the fruit of humility, obedience and courage in a state of radical suffering. This is Christianity. Harry's world is about pride, Frodo's about sacrificial love. There is, of course, plenty of courage and love in the Harry Potter series, but it is this very mixing of truth and untruth which makes it so deceptive. Courage and love can be found in all peoples, even those involved in the worst forms of paganism. 
The presence of such virtues does not automatically justify an error-filled work of fiction. In Potter-world the characters are engaged in activities which in real life corrupt us, weaken the will, darken the mind, and pull the practitioner down into spiritual bondage. Rowling's characters go deeper and deeper into that world without displaying any negative side effects, only an increase in "character". This is a lie. Moreover, it is the Satanic lie which deceived us in Eden: You can have knowledge of good and evil, you can have Godly powers, and you will not die, you will not even be harmed by it-you will have enhanced life. There is so much that dazzles and delights in Rowling's sub-creation, the reader must exercise a certain effort to see these interior contradictions and mixed messages.
Defense against the Dark Arts-Are we prepared?
In his widely acclaimed 1993 study of the current state of organized religion, Unknown Gods, sociologist Reginald Bibby notes that fascination with mystery has in no way diminished along with the decline of church-going. It is increasing proportionally, and he suggests this is due to an innate spiritual hunger in human nature. Man will continue to search in the realm of the quasi-mystical as long as the vacuum of genuine spirituality spreads. As the Christian churches lose their evangelical strength, the allurement of preternatural and supernatural phenomena will continue to displace the world of the sacred transcendent.

Traditionally, the signs, sacraments and rituals of the Christian world were a means of encountering God, and a way for man to find his place in the hierarchy of being-a hierarchy leading all the way up to the throne of his Father-Creator. The spread of rationalism (both in secular and religious forms) has produced what Peter Berger, in his book Rumor of Angels, (Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, 1969), describes as "a shrinkage of the scope of human experience" that constitutes a profound impoverishment of man's sense of identity and destiny. The "denial of metaphysics", he says, is directly related to the "triumph of triviality." While this is obviously true of the unbeliever, who has lost his connections to the transcendent sacred realm, we must ask ourselves if the trivialization of the great drama of existence has affected a majority of believers as well. In other words, have most Christians in the developed nations become practical materialists? It would seem so, if we are little more than consumers of religious experience, rather than adorers and obedient servants of the living God.

Philosopher Thomas Molnar in his seminal work on the rise of modern Gnosticism The Pagan Temptation, writes, "Today the occult penetrates the lowered defenses of Christian tradition, and those whom it persuades are the masses of men and women who miss the sacred symbols that used to be present everywhere as identifying signs of their civilization....the entire symbology of Christianity yields to other, sometimes older, symbologies with their underlying creeds and doctrines." (p.167)
But why has it become so difficult for us to discern the penetration? Psychiatrist Paul C. Vitz, in his Psychology as Religion: the Cult of Self-Worship, discusses the psychology at work in our lack of resistance:

...the heterogeneity of American culture, with its increasingly complex mosaic of different religions and cultures, is a social-structural analogue to the intellectual world of New Age. Just as the act of rejecting a person because of his or her beliefs is considered antisocial or undemocratic, so also to reject religious or spiritual understandings is interpreted in the same way....When tolerance is the primary accepted social virtue, commitment to a particular faith is viewed as fundamentally antisocial and even threatening. (2nd edition, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1994)

Other eminent thinkers of diverse beliefs and loyalties are agreed on this point: religion's compromise with secular culture has produced not so much an atheistic or agnostic culture as it has an irreligious culture, one that pays lip service to religion, but mutates it in the service of what are considered to be higher "values" such as tolerance or self-fulfillment. This is a broad generality, of course, and one could find numerous exceptions to debate their position, but the truth is, the continuing spread of what Pope John Paul II calls "the culture of death" has been made possible because Christians have not lived as signs of contradiction to the rise of neopaganism. Indeed we have cooperated with it extensively, consuming its products and funding it generously, while authentic Christian culture has been left comparatively undeveloped.

The inevitable outcome is that with each passing generation the exigency of God's laws continues to fade in our minds as the power of a Mammon-driven culture increases. Indeed, the secularization of consciousness now intrudes very far into the life of most Catholics in the developed nations. The pressing questions of existence are dealt with by turning to the physical and social sciences and the humanities. Even the person of strong Christian principles suffers the effects of living in a milieu dominated by the separation of faith and reason. To some degree, most if not all of us function with bipolar overemphasis on either one or the other. Indeed, the meaning of the word "faith" can too easily be reduced to a set of beliefs assented to by the intellect. If the beliefs are orthodox Catholicism, that is well and good. But it is not enough.

For example, it is now almost universally taken for granted that we can absorb a certain amount of immoral entertainment without being adversely affected by it. We simply assume that if we have sufficient rational faith, we will be able to sift through good and bad material without being harmed by it, ignoring the bad, savoring the good. We numbly watch the graphically dramatized murders of many human beings every week, but would be upset if a dog were to be kicked on screen. We are entertained by television programs based on the occult worldview, such as Charmed, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch, and comedy programs such as Cheers, Friends, and Seinfeld, deriving enjoyment from the wit but little realizing how a diet of laughing at what is profoundly unfunny will over time alter our ability to understand the gravity of immoral acts. In short, we have accepted the normalcy of corruption.

On a higher level of culture-the realm of serious thought-the application of academic templates (including literary criticism) to religious questions now functions as a kind of alternative magisterial authority, even among orthodox Catholics. While it is true that social sciences and the humanities can help explain a part of man's struggle to find his place in the great chain of being, they are limited tools. 
The danger inherent in secular models of analysis (even in the hands of faithful Catholics) is that the tool all too easily redefines the very thing it is designed to serve. The part dominates what rightly belongs to the whole. The supra-rational-that which cannot be comprehended by reason alone-is all too easily dismissed as irrational. Thus, the worth of cultural material is rarely assessed with the entire range of Christian charisms. What is forgotten is that when the supra-rational is denied, the result is not necessarily a more rational approach to life, but the virulent growth of the irrational. As G. K. Chesterton once pointed out: when men cease to believe in God they do not then believe in nothing. They then become capable of believing anything.

Books and films which three generations ago would have been instantly recognized as unhealthy for our children, are now considered acceptable, and those who oppose them alarmist or "hysterical." Why is this so? I believe it is due to distortions in the psychology of perception, among believers no less than among non-believers. In other words, real threats to our children's well-being are now being interpreted as harmless. Molnar points out that it is precisely this dynamic which is corrupting us.

The belief in the presence of the supernatural-always a mediated, veiled presence-does not weaken without reawakening the latent temptation of paganism. The pagan myth-the occult, the magical, the idolatrous love of nature, immanentist philosophies-begins to awaken among the masses by exerting an unperceivable influence on the unconscious; only then does it make its appearance in consciousness and rationalist systems. (p.79)

When the reference points of Scripture and Tradition are rendered ineffectual by over-reliance on individual reason, we risk entering the end-phase of assimilation by paganism. Chesterton once pointed out, tongue-in-cheek, that the madman is not one who has lost his reason; rather he has lost everything but his reason. In other words, intelligence is no reliable measure of truth, for when intelligent people are subjective they are subjective in a highly articulate fashion.

The hard question we must ask ourselves at this point in history, is to what degree have our judgments been influenced by "imperceivable influences on the subconscious." The record of our hits and misses in the area of discernment offers something of an answer: For example, reasonable Christian parents would not permit their children to read a series of enthralling books depicting the rites and adventures of likable young people involved in drug-dealing, or premarital sex, or sadism. We are still capable of recognizing the falsehood in glamorizing torture, because physical pain is a reality in everyone's life and anyone unjustly inflicting pain is instantly recognized for what he is-an enemy. We would not give our children fiction in which a group of "good fornicators" struggled against a set of "bad fornicators", because we know that the power of disordered sexual impulse is an abiding problem in human affairs, the negative effects of which we can see all around us. Why, then, have we accepted a set of books which glamorize and normalize occult activity, even though it is every bit as deadly to the soul as sexual sin, if not more so? Is it because we have not yet awakened to the fact that occultism is in fact a clear and present danger?
When literary experts tell us that fantasy such as the Potter series is a laudable expansion of the imagination, an enrichment of mind and soul, that it is, well, "literature", our antennae should quiver a little. We should ask ourselves why evil concepts, if they are wrapped in the aura of "culture", now enjoy a special exemption from the normal rules of discernment. Moreover, we should take note of the fact that in our sensually dominated society the habit of acting out fantasy is becoming a cultural norm. It varies from voracious consumption of expensive "toys" for all age groups to trading in one's spouse for a new one found on the internet, from clubs devoted to immoral activity to high school murders. Why, then, do we presume that a sensually powerful series of children's books will not affect a young reader's interests and activities? Why have we come to assume that such novels have no consequences, that the experience of plunging the imagination into that alternative, and ultimately false world, will remain sealed in an airtight compartment of the mind? We must ask ourselves how we arrived at a position where we allow our children to absorb for hours on end, in the form of powerful fiction, activities that we would never permit them to observe or to practise in real life.

Harrycane: A sign of the times
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/features/harrypotter/harrycane.htm     
By Father Lazare de la Mere de Dieu, F.J., December 2001 Catholic Insight magazine, http://www.catholicinsight.com/ 

Father Lazare de la Mère de Dieu, F.J., decided that as a priest he wanted to give a conference on a literary figure. He said, "As a priest I would consider it personally irresponsible were I not willing to take a close look at the Harry Potter books, and the things currently being said about them. I certainly consider the tremendous enthusiasm which these books have generated all over the world to have reached such gargantuan proportions that this constitutes a veritable sign of the times." He calls this literary hurricane Harrycane. The following is condensed from a much larger, footnoted,
conference:
A very damaged little boy
When we encounter Harry, he is an orphan who has lived ten years with the Dursley family, his very cruel uncle and aunt and their hateful son Dudley. Shortly after his eleventh birthday, he receives a letter via an owl that informs him he is in fact a famous wizard and has won a place in the prestigious Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Harry is a very wounded little boy who has a number of real character flaws, but is decidedly altruistic to the point of risking his life for others. There are few clues as to what happened to him and his parents. He has a tiny scar but he is not allowed to ask about it or his past. He is forced to live in a cubbyhole under the stairs, frequently punished, never allowed to celebrate his birthday, and given dog food as a Christmas present. The only place Harry is ever happy is when he is far away from his aunt and uncle at Hogwarts, his school for wizards.
Inside, Harry is utterly empty, often on the verge of depression. Nothing has meaning for him and nothing seems to succeed. He is a very sad and touching figure with no future, until that fateful day when the owl arrives. Harry's other faults are that he lies, cheats, steals, and likes to hurt people, with scant concern for authority. On the other hand he is quite capable of risking his life to save endangered human beings. He refuses to kill an enemy who played a major role in the murder of his parents even when he has this enemy fully in his power.

Harry never gives up, no matter what happens, not even when his own life is at stake. Even though he's only eleven, his life is in danger and he must constantly face the fact that there is someone lurking out there who has it in for him; but he is brave to the point of never giving up. The fact that he is damaged is the trait which is most pronounced. The root wound is that Harry knows nothing about his parents.
His parents
He is on an obsessive search to know more about his parents and discover what happened but no one is willing to tell him. He finds out eventually that they were wizards killed by an evil dark wizard and, to his amazement, he discovers that his father did everything he could to save him, and in fact his mother died trying to save him. Henceforth, the fire of love impregnates his whole being and his love protects him.

Harry's discovery of his roots is a theme that is developed more deeply in each of the four volumes. Pediatricians and psychiatrists specializing in the treatment of children have taken a close look at this fact. Comments actually given by children from all over the world, when asked why they read about Harry Potter and what attracts them, make it apparent that his appeal to children is in good part because so many of them have had a terrible experience not unlike his. The major reason for Harry's popularity is that our present society is one in which there are innumerable broken homes. Indeed one young girl likes reading Harry over and over again because she too has scars carved into parts of her body, the fruit of physical abuse.

My conclusion is that children identify with the figure of Harry in good measure because there are so many children in our society who are hurting and wounded by the absence of one or both of their parents. Joanne Kathleen Rowling is very much aware of this and says it very bluntly—this little boy is a mirror of their souls. Reading about Harry lets such children understand themselves better; these books act as a catharsis, to let children come to terms as much as possible with what is missing in their lives.
Listening to the Holy Spirit 
This is the point where we are to have the ears of our hearts open to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to us. The message of Harrycane is so forceful that a great deal of explanation is hardly necessary. Research has shown that the average child living today in North America has a higher level of anxiety than most psychiatric patients did in the 1950s. Such anxiety, these studies indicate, is directly related to the dissolution of families, the rapid increase of young parents seeking divorce, and the fact that children have limited access to really caring adults. 

Surely it can safely be said that the Holy Spirit in and through Harrycane is asking us to take stock of these facts. At the parish level, are we sufficiently aware of the number of children who are traumatized, who are troubled because of the absence of a parent? Do we need to strengthen our focus on the needs of the family and those of our children? Should we be more concerned about the fact that there are so few young people at Sunday Masses? As a Catholic priest, I know that few of our parishes have active youth programs or a ministry addressing young peoples' problems on the level that other denominations do. They seem to be reacting in a manner which is more realistic than ours and often very innovative. We need the courage to look at these issues and seek valid answers. 
The role of magic in Harry's life 
Who is Harry Potter? Harry is a wizard. He not only attends a school for wizards, but he himself has an inborn capacity to engage in magical activity. In fact, magical deeds are part of his normal every-day behaviour, and he is usually portrayed with his wand or his broomstick. Magic is the key to Harry's becoming a fulfilled person; it directs and guides him on his way to happiness, frees him and helps him to break away from the abuse he was subjected to. He finds the solution to his problems through magic. 

The wizards are puzzled by the very strange behaviour of those unfortunate human beings who, in fact, are non-magical people. At the Hogwarts school, courses are given for troubled wizard children, to try to explain to them why these very strange non-magical human beings have to use such clumsy contraptions as telephones and electricity. All of this takes a little getting used to, the use of magic, casting of spells, concocting of potions, the use of wands and incantations. Not having magic at your fingertips is deemed abnormal. 

When the author of these books is asked whether she herself believes in magic, she is always very cautious in the way she answers. She only says that the way she portrays it in her books it does not exist. So what purpose does this literary device serve? It's basically a question of power, she says. As J.K. Rowling sees it, the sad thing about unfantasized, real-life childhood is that children are usually the underdogs. They are powerless and therefore victims. This is why, in creating the figure of Harry Potter, she wanted to write about a little boy who escapes from the confines of his unhappy childhood through very powerful forces he has within himself. 
Is Harry a Christian? 
A Christian reader, as he sees Harry facing one absolutely terrifying situation after another, will often ask himself, "Is this little boy [who is, at least nominally, a baptized Christian, because he has a godfather] ever going to pray? In his desperate need will he turn to heaven seeking help? Does he feel the need for Jesus, his saviour? Will God intervene to help him?" 

But no, Harry is self-sufficient. As a seasoned analyst from Time magazine put it, the 'moral' of the Potter series is "believe yourself." The most important magic comes from inside each of us. One question then: has magic replaced religion and is it a substitute for the presence and strength of Jesus our saviour? 

As J.K. Rowling sees it, "magic is older than religion." Humans first learned to cope with problems of human existence through magical practices. It was only later on that religion replaced the original 'magical' way of living. It would seem then that the underlying philosophy of the Harry Potter series is that the time has come to return to our most ancient belief system, that of magic. The view then that magic has the status of a religion in the Potter books seems to be confirmed. The existence of God is never mentioned in these books in any way. 

This is all the more remarkable because the Christmas festivities occupy quite a bit of attention in all four volumes and are described in detail. The beauty of the lavishly decorated Christmas tree, the gift-giving among the children, the wonderful Christmas day banquet, are all spelled out in considerable detail. We wait until the fourth volume for a mention of carol singing at Christmas. The most famous of all carols, "Oh come, all ye faithful...", but lo and behold, no one seems able to remember the proper words of this traditional song, so one of those present improvises lyrics to this melody: quite vulgar lyrics in fact, as boys are wont to do. 
Conclusion 
Very scary practices survive in this series, at best as a marginal, imprecise memory of no practical value whatsoever. And so it would seem that, in the Potter books, magic replaces traditional mainstream religion. As Rowling puts it, "Magic is given to us to provide solutions to life's problems." She is free to express her opinions in which religious convictions are replaced by magical practices, but this does not mean that Christians are not called on to make a discernment here. 

It is my measured conviction that the basic spiritual climate in these books is at great variance with vital Christian beliefs. For Christians, Jesus Christ is "the way, the truth and the life," and no matter what life situations they find themselves in or how difficult the journey, how they cope with it all will be determined by the presence of Jesus in their lives, and His faithful mercy. 

The author refers to Harry as an 'old soul,' meaning that he is a little adult even though still a child. At fourteen, Harry is an old soul indeed because he has to carry these terrible burdens and his only consolation is a bit of magic. How very sad; he is forced to rely on no one else but himself as he moves on through life. And so I ask, who in his right mind would ever want to trade places with the little wizard, Harry Potter? 

Harry Potter: Pro and Con
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/features/harrypotter/proandcon.htm     
By Michael D. O’Brien, Catholic Insight magazine http://www.catholicinsight.com/  January-February, 2002

In our December 2001 issue, we brought Father Lazare's critique of the Harry Potter books. In this edition we conclude our presentation with several other views. -Editor

David Dooley
The Catholic World Report for April 2001 carried a long article by Michael O’Brien entitled "Harry Potter and the paganization of Children’s Culture." In the 19th century, he wrote, there appeared a trickle of books that redefined Christian symbols and occult themes in a favourable light. Until then, witches and sorcerers were consistently portrayed as evil; more and more material began to appear which attempted to shift the line between good and evil. The "white witch," the pet dragon, and the wise wizard became familiar figures. During the last quarter of the 20th century the trickle became a torrent—applauded by some writers who told us that this was a long overdue broadening of our horizons.

In his book Amusing Ourselves to Death, Neil Postman has described how television has reshaped our society, O’Brien writes. The volume of information fed to the mind increased while our ability to sort and 
evaluate the data has not kept pace; flooded by television, especially the rational and imaginative aspects of our minds became increasingly passive, and our ways of perceiving reality became fundamentally distorted. We now imbibe a massive amount of impressions which do not demand sustained attention or critical thinking; we are close to Brave New World, in a state no longer conscious of our bondage and soothed by endless entertainment. Much of contemporary fantasy for the young is closer in style to television than to literature: it overwhelms by using in print form the pace and stimuli of the electronic media, flooding the imagination with sensory rewards while leaving it malnourished at the core. Thrills 
have swept aside wonder. Our adjustment to television is almost complete; we have so absorbed its definitions of truth, knowledge, and reality that irrelevance seems filled with import and incoherence eminently sane.
The impact on youth
O’Brien points out that 76 million copies (today over 100 million) of the Potter books have been sold, and that they have been translated into 42 languages. They are going to be a major influence on the perceptions of the coming generation, and therefore they invite an appraisal. He does not deny that J. K. Rowling’s creation is witty, thought-provoking, and entertaining, and that it expands the child’s imagination. Further, she has introduced an electronically addicted generation to the pleasures of reading. The stories are packed with surprises which will enchant almost all readers.
Nevertheless, he contends that the charming details are mixed with the repulsive at every turn. Ron casts a spell which rebounds on himself, making him vomit slimy slugs; the ghost of a little girl lives in a toilet. 
The roots of the mandrake plant are small living babies who scream when they are uprooted for transplanting, and are grown for the purpose of being cut into pieces and boiled in a magic potion. The wizard world is about the pursuit of power and esoteric knowledge; in this sense it is a modern 
representation of ancient Gnosticism. It neutralizes the sacred, O’Brien believes, and displaces it by normalizing what is profoundly abnormal and destructive in the real world. The wizard world interacts with the real world and violates the moral order in both.

Harry is a special boy, hated by evil incarnate and destined for greatness. But he blackmails his uncle, uses trickery and deception, "breaks a hundred rules," lies to get himself out of trouble, hates his enemies, and lets himself be provoked into seeking revenge against them. Lip service is paid to morality, but nowhere in the series is there any reference to a system of moral absolutes against which actions can be 
measured. O’Brien quotes Kimbra Gish as pointing out how the books portray in a positive light activities condemned in both the Old and the New Testament—enchanting, divination, charms, consulting with familiar spirits, "abominations" in the eyes of God which must be driven out.

O’Brien concludes that the Harry Potter books are dangerous: We would not give our children fiction in which a group of "good fornicators" struggled against a set of "bad fornicators," because we know that the power of disordered sexual impulse is an abiding problem in human affairs. . . . Why, then, have we accepted a set of books which glamorize and normalize occult activity, even though it is every bit as deadly to the soul as sexual sin . . .? Is it because we have not yet awakened to the fact that occultism is in fact a clear and present danger?
Chesterton review
In a special issue of the Chesterton Review on "George MacDonald and the Sacramental Imagination" (February/May 2001), Father Ian Boyd included a symposium in which seven contributors gave their opinions of the Harry Potter series. They were asked to say something about the significance of the books and to decide whether or not they were products of what MacDonald called "a wise imagination."

Good versus evil
Sheridan Gilley put them in the context of the English public school story, and pointed out that the theme of sex is as muted as it is in older British school fiction. He also maintained that it is difficult to take the "Evangelical Protestant" complaint against the witchcraft too seriously: "Christianity is simply absent from the books . . . . But to condemn this fantasy world would surely be to damn all the vast mass of fantasy 
literature in which such magic is commonplace. Moreover bad or irresponsible witchcraft is condemned here, and the actual morality of the works is evangelically of the simplest sort, of good against evil." Ms. 
Rowling’s true enchantment is to keep the story running through a steady flow of fresh inventiveness. There is something philistine about her critics who do not see that in showing the child a new realm of the 
imagination she is enriching it beyond their dreams.

Salutary
Steven S. Tigner is equally convinced that the Potter books show "a Right Imagination." While the confrontations between good and evil are sometimes violent, he writes, Rowling has been careful never to muddy the distinction between what is pretend and what is real. He concludes that "The Harry Potter books are salutary forces advancing the divine order of things. And they are delightfully engaging."

Inez Fitzgerald Storck, on the other hand, entitles her piece "J. K. Rowling: A Wounded Imagination." A wise imagination, she declares, is primarily one capable of distinguishing between good and evil, and judged by this criterion, the Potter volumes fall short. Traditional values are replaced by individualism and New Age beliefs, including the occult. Children will be overstimulated by the continual succession of gimmicks, spells, and other forms of magic. The knowledge of magic functions as a kind of gnosticism: people with magic skills tend to live apart, and carefully guard their secrets from the uninitiated. Due to their many flaws in the presentation of good and evil, the books must be seen as the product of a wounded imagination, and they will render more difficult the assimilation by children of the mind of Christ, the divine imagination.

Gertrude White says that she does not know whether J. K. Rowling is a fan of Chesterton, but that if he were alive he would be a fan of hers; he would enter into the world she creates with approbation and delight. The delight would be for the imaginative details which are the heart of these stories; God, it has been remarked, is in the details, and the truth of this observation was never better illustrated than here. "Magic" is he title of a play Chesterton wrote, and he insisted all his life that the world is magic and has been given to us by a Magician.
Revives reading
Writing on "Harry Potter and History," Owen Dudley Edwards writes that by now children should be deep into illiteracy and books close to oblivion, but Rowling has turned the tide. The book is back, and she above all other authors has done it.

Swiftian in her satire, Edwards writes, she posits realms of fantasy in whose intricacies we can wallow, while elegantly lampooning extremely terrestrial and unmagical human conduct. Her only failures are when 
characters are supposedly real humans themselves, specifically Harry Potter’s horrible relatives.

A major reason for the Harry Potter success is that it appeals to very old stories of a child miraculously transposed into a hidden life where his identity is withheld from neighbours. It lies deeply within Christian 
consciousness, and with no shade of blasphemy the Potter stories may begin there: a child whose very existence strikes at the heart of Evil, at whom Evil will move every means to strike. Also, the stories are passionately in favour of free will within a divine plan. Rowling has won her fame by building her hero on the foundations laid within great traditions. She has the ingenuity and enthusiasm for it; she also has the necessary humour.

As to Harry Potter himself, Edwards says, the best may be yet to come. He is not yet a full character, though he certainly has his share of unpredictability. We know that we have more growth to see. Chesterton speaks of "the soul of a schoolboy waiting to be awakened by accident," which is what Harry discovers in himself when he first gets the call of the witchcraft school. Rowling has kept her Harry as a schoolboy, and his friends Ron and Hermione are even more convincingly well-rounded schoolchild characters. But the heat will turn as they move into adolescence, and then it will be necessary for her to remember Chesterton’s distinctions. "For among her glories is her quintessence of Chestertonism."

Against the culture of death
Finally, Leonie Caldecott in "Harry Potter and the Culture of Life" addresses O’Brien’s question of whether the books seriously undermine our value system. "Overall," she says, "I cannot help feeling that a writer who calls the arch-enemy of all that makes life worth living "Voldemort" can’t be a million miles away from a Pope who sums up the ills of the modern world with the term ‘culture of death.'"

And it is against this culture of death that the Harry Potter books stand. "She proves how vital the imaginal world can be when it comes to putting flesh and bones on moral ideas." Chesterton speaks in an essay on "Magic and Fantasy in Fiction" of the net of St. Peter and the snare of Satan as presenting two kinds of magic in which we can become enmeshed. And he says that every deep or delicate treatment of the magical theme "will always be found to imply an indirect relation to the ancient blessing and cursing, and it is almost as vital that it should be moral as that it should not be moralizing."

One of the most interesting aspects of the Harry Potter phenomenon, then, is that it should have been found worthy of serious discussion by a group of eminent critics like those who took part in the Chesterton Review symposium.

Evidently there is plenty of room for argument about the books' merits and their morality.
Rome’s chief exorcist warns parents against Harry Potter 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/romes-chief-excorcist-warns-parents-against-harry-potter     
New York, January 2, 2002
North American Coverage Downplays Priest’s Warnings

In early December, Rome’s official exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, warned parents against the Harry Potter book series. The priest, who is also the president of the International Association of Exorcists, said Satan is behind the works. In an interview with the Italian ANSA news agency, Rev. Amorth said “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil.”

The exorcist, with his decades of experience in directly combating evil, explained that J.K. Rowling’s books contain innumerable positive references to magic, “the satanic art”. He noted that the books attempt to make a false distinction between black and white magic, when in fact, the distinction “does not exist, because magic is always a turn to the devil.”  

In the interview which was published in papers across Europe, Rev. Amorth also criticized the disordered morality presented in Rowling’s works, noting that they suggest that rules can be contravened and lying is justified when they work to one’s benefit. 

Of note, the North American coverage of Rev. Amorth’s warnings about Potter significantly downplayed the warnings. The New York Times coverage by Melinda Henneberger which was carried in Canada’s National Post, the San Francisco Chronicle and on Yahoo Daily News left out most of the information in the European coverage which is quoted above. It only quoted Rev. Amorth as saying that “If children can see the movie with their parents, it’s not all bad.” The Times report also fails to mention that the movie version has significantly cleaned up Harry’s image, making it less troublesome than the books. 

See the coverage by the New York Times and the Italian coverage from Gazetta di Modena.

World media falsely trumpets Pope’s approval of Harry Potter 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/world-media-falsely-trumpet-popes-approval-of-harry-potter       
Vatican, February 7, 2003
“Pope Approves Potter” headlined the Toronto Star, the BBC rendered it “Pope Sticks Up for Potter Books”, and the Chicago Sun Times bellowed, “Harry Potter Is Ok With The Pontiff.”  Has Pope John Paul II actually become a fan of J.K Rowling’s boy-witch tale, which Rome’s chief exorcist insinuated was inspired by Satan?  No, journalistic license has been rampant on this one.

At a Vatican press conference to present a study document on the New Age drawn up by the Pontifical Council for Culture and the Pontifical Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, one of the presenters - Fr. Peter Fleetwood - made a positive comment on the Harry Potter books in response to a question from a reporter.
Rev. Fleetwood, apparently a Potter fan, said, “If I have understood well the intentions of Harry Potter’s author, they help children to see the difference between good and evil And she is very clear on this.” He said Rowling is “Christian by conviction, is Christian in her mode of living, even in her way of writing.”

The resulting press coverage proclaiming Vatican approval for Harry Potter far outstripped the coverage given to the actual document on the New Age.  In French, Spanish, Italian, German, English, and even Turkish, and from Italy to Australia and Canada to South Africa headlines proclaimed “Vatican okays Harry Potter” (News24, South Africa), “Vatican: Harry Potter’s OK with us” (CNN Asia), “Vatican gives blessing to Harry Potter” (Scotsman), “VATICAN JUST WILD ABOUT HARRY” (Barrie Examiner, Canada).

Despite the massive coverage for this off the cuff remark, the world media scarcely gave any coverage to a more official statement from Rome on the Potter series. In early December 2001, Rome’s official exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, warned parents against the Harry Potter book series. The priest, who is also the president of the International Association of Exorcists, said Satan is behind the works. In an interview with the Italian ANSA news agency, Rev. Amorth said “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil.”

The exorcist, with his decades of experience in directly combating evil, explained that J.K. Rowling’s books contain innumerable positive references to magic, “the satanic art”. He noted that the books attempt to make a false distinction between black and white magic, when in fact, the distinction “does not exist, because magic is always a turn to the devil.” Rev. Amorth also criticized the disordered morality presented in Rowling’s works, noting that they suggest that rules can be contravened and lying is justified when they work to one’s benefit.

Dangerous Gnosticism on the rise 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/dangerous-gnosticism-on-the-rise         
North Haven, Connecticut, April 14, 2003

The National Catholic Register on line has just published two articles by Father Alfonso Aguilar (see page 167) on the dangerous growing phenomenon of the ancient heresy of gnosticism. Fr. Aguilar writes that “Gnosticism may be, at the beginning of the third millennium, the most dangerous enemy to our Christian faith”.  

The author says that gnosticism is the ideological soil that “Harry Potter, the Star Wars series, The Matrix, Masonry, New Age and the Raelian cult, which claims to have cloned the first baby”, all have in common. The entertaining movies are not harmful in themselves emphasizes Aguilar, but they are “signs” of the “atheistic religion” and “alternative spirituality” of gnosticism.

Pope John Paul has written that gnosticism has returned “under the guise of the so-called New Age”. Gnosticism emphasizes acquiring “secret knowledge”. Part of that secret knowledge, supposedly given only to a few “spiritual” people, is that only spirit is good and “Everything material, like man’s body, is foul and evil”. This contradicts Christian teaching that the all creation was made good and that both body and soul will rise for eternity.

For those who treasure life and family, gnosticism must be seen as a serious danger. If the material world and the human body are seen as evil and knowledge of truth is given only to an elite few, then the sacredness of human life and of family life must naturally be endangered by gnostics who hold political and other power.

See the Catholic register articles
Gnosticism and the Struggle for the World’s Soul*
Into the Gnostic Wonderland 


*Gnosticism, Harry Potter and the Faith 

http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/gnosticism_harry_potter_and_the_faith
May 18, 2003

Father Alfonso Aguilar's (see page 167) essays “Gnosticism and the Struggle for the World's Soul" and “Into the Gnostic Wonderland" (March 30-April 5 and April 6-12) were excellent and entirely correct. I believe he has truly understood and emphasized the Holy Father's increasing concern with this phenomenon.
I can personally attest to the accuracy of his analysis of The Matrix. Following the release of the DVD version of the film, in an online forum with the creators of The Matrix (Larry and Andy Wachowski), I put this very question to them, and received the following answer:

Me: “Have you ever been told that The Matrix has Gnostic overtones?

Wachowski Bros: “Do you consider that to be a good thing? I would.” (Source: http://whatisthematrix.warnerbros.com/cmp/lar ryandychat.html)

Father Aguilar makes the strong case that neo-Gnosticism (pun intended) is one of the dominant ideologies in popular culture today. From The Matrix to the Harry Potter series to Memento, there is a renewed effort to sensitize the masses to this un-Christian philosophy. 

May God continue to be with Father Aguilar in his exercise of Christ's prophetic office! –Albert Gun, via e-mail 

Father Aguilar's writing on “Gnosticism and the Struggle for the World's Soul" was very well done — and very much needed in today's world.
As one who was a part-time teacher in general psychology, child and adolescent psychology, marriage and the family, sociology, etc., I discovered how grateful the students were to learn the truth. 

If one were to make a syllogism to prove “There is no such thing as truth,” it becomes obvious that, if one believed the statement to be true, it would be ridiculous — or what is called an “internal contradiction.” If it is not true, and contradicts itself, then what Father has written is supported — and the world needs to turn to the Person who said “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Light" and “He who believes in Me shall never die.” 

Those who think they can make up their own truths and deny the laws of nature and nature's God will pay the consequences. I would recommend C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia stories for children looking for interesting reading material. As a young child, I was taught that it is important to learn how to swim upstream even [when] it is difficult and against the current. As my father told me, it is garbage that floats down the stream.

In today's world, I believe parents need to teach their children the eternal truths that will lead to productivity and happiness on the spiritual as well as material level. They should read the books that their children do and provide a critique that will point out the silliness or flaws.

The Register provides much food for thought in its many recent articles on the rosary, the Stations of the Cross, etc. Keep up the good work, and thank you, Father Aguilar, for giving parents a good analysis of the Harry Potter stories, etc., when they see their youngsters get drawn into the latest trends.

Just as students are grateful for good teaching, children will be grateful for good parents even if they have high standards — and this was shown at many family get-togethers on Mother's Day. –Barbara Braun via e-mail
Father Aguilar's articles on Gnosticism were a wakeup call for me: I had swallowed the red pill dissolved in water. 

A few years back, I developed some interest in New Age ideas. I was drawn to the emphasis on doing good and “self-improvement through self-discovery.” It sounded like Catholic spirituality. However, for some reason it just didn’t feel quite right for me and I soon lost interest in it. But all along I still thought that the New Age movement was a positive one since it promotes the well-being of self and society. 

It was not until I read Father Aguilar's articles that I realized how misled I was. Thank you so much for shedding a light on this for me. –Agnes Chan, Vancouver, British Columbia 
I am a non-Catholic reader who very recently re-discovered the Register after a lapse of about 20 years. I am very grateful for Father Alfonso Aguilar's two-part series on Gnosticism and its strong influence in modern society.

I have long been concerned about the popularity of some insidious ideas embedded in popular culture, viewed by many as “spiritual" or “religious” and, therefore, generically classed as a good thing.

Such attitudes are evident in talking with professionals whose otherwise outstanding educations have left them in philosophical, ethical and moral kindergarten — resulting in many of today's teachers and opinion leaders who lack the insight to recognize the false values present in the “warm fuzzies” of the New Age pseudo-philosophers. 

Then there's the ignorance of much of the secular press at all levels. I have worked in small-town newspapers for 26 years. The secular media uncritically treats all “spiritual" ideas as equal, so even persons who are considered well-educated often look at all things “religious” as having equal value. The question is not one of treating all viewpoints and traditions fairly, and allowing them equal access to the media, but the depiction of things religious as a personal spiritual buffet, where one can graze and sample without discernment, because, hey, it's all really the same thing, isn’t it?

Such relativism has found a home in sincere Christians, both Catholic and Protestant, who lack understanding of the core of authentic Christianity. They’re often left wide open to the appealing and very logical sound of much of the New Age movement.

My wife and I have two young children who both caught the reading bug early. My 8-year-old son is basically an independent adult reader, and his sister is not far behind. Yes, they love Harry Potter. They also have been introduced to The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. They can and should enjoy these terrific stories. But literature can also be a place where parents and family challenge them with questions and engage them in thinking about choices they will face.

I know that, as a child, growing up in a pastor's household, I would come upon dozens of strange and fascinating volumes lurking in my father's study, from Lives of the Desert Fathers and the Confessions of St. Augustine to Rufus Jones Speaks To Our Times. I believe we must bequeath to our children the exciting discovery of the whole world of great minds and ideas, because I believe that is the best way to prepare them to think critically in religion, in politics, in personal and societal values.

A few years back, when Crossing the Threshold of Hope by Pope John Paul II was published, my wife and I purchased our copy in the mass-market paperback section of the local Kroger supermarket, alongside the mystery novels and magazines. I thought that was a small but potent symbol that there is still hope for our culture. I strongly suggest that the best response caring Christians can make to the concerns addressed in Father Aguilar's articles is to raise children who have been exposed to the best minds of the 20 centuries of the Christian world. –Harry M. Fox, New Albany, Indiana

US judge rules schools cannot require parental permission for Potter books 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-judge-rules-schools-cannot-require-parental-permission-for-potter-books          
Little Rock, Arkansas, April 23, 2003

U.S. District Judge Jimm Larry Hendren has overruled a decision by the elected Cedarville District School Board to restrict Harry Potter books.  After complaints from parents about the books, the school board decided last June that students wishing to take the controversial books out of school libraries would have to have parental permission.

The books which have been of concern for their possible promotion of witchcraft to some vulnerable readers were ordered by the judge into unrestricted circulation in the school libraries. A Christian commentator concerned about the Harry Potter series commented to LifeSite that books about good witches vs. bad witches would be similar to, for instance, books on good adulterers vs. bad adulterers. Christianity considers both witchcraft and adultery as grave evils. There can be neither good witches nor good adulterers and such books therefore create moral confusion.

See the CNN coverage of the ruling.

Pope Benedict opposes Harry Potter novels 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pope-benedict-opposes-harry-potter-novels           
Rimsting, Germany, June 27, 2005

As the sixth issue of J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series - Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince - is about to be released, the news that Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prior to his elevation to the Pontificate, had denounced the wildly popular series has resurfaced. In 2003, a month after the English press throughout the world falsely proclaimed that Pope John Paul II approved of Harry Potter, the man who was to become his successor sent a letter to a Catholic German critic of Harry Potter outlining his agreement with her opposition to Rowling’s offerings.

As Amazon books touted over a million pre-orders for the newest in the Potter series, Spiritdaily.com, a Catholic news website with the flair of the Drudge Report, recalled a German magazine article speaking of a letter from Cardinal Ratzinger to German Potter critic Gabriele Kuby. 
That letter came to Kuby on March 7, 2003. A month before papers around the world were littered with false headlines such as “Pope Approves Potter” (Toronto Star), “Pope Sticks Up for Potter Books” (BBC), “Harry Potter Is Ok With The Pontiff” (Chicago Sun Times) and “Vatican: Harry Potter’s OK with us” (CNN Asia). The stories were based on an off-hand comment in favour of the Potter books by a Vatican spokesman at a press conference on the release of a Vatican document on the New Age. (See the LifeSiteNews.com coverage: https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2003/feb/03020703.html )

A 2003 German-language interview with Kuby, the author of “Harry Potter - gut oder böse” (Harry Potter- good or evil?), by Zenit news summarizes Kuby’s objections to Potter neatly as its theme being “My Will be done’ opposed to ‘Thy Will be done”. In that interview Kuby readily admits that many people, Catholics included, do not see the dangers she sees in the Potter series. “I have no desire to see and depict devils where there are none, but when I see with my own eyes, when my intelligence and heart inform me, that there is a devil painted on a wall even though most everyone else sees on this same wall one flowery wallpaper design, then I feel obliged to give witness to the truth, whether convenient or unwelcome. There is such a thing as public deception - we Germans know about that,” she says. (See the German Zenit interview http://www.zenit.org/german/visualizza.phtml?sid=45441 )

The main thrust of Kuby’s objection to Potter is that the books corrupt the hearts of the young, preventing them from developing a properly ordered sense of good and evil, thus harming their relationship with God while that relationship is still in its infancy.

In the Zenit interview, Kuby quotes from the letter she received from Cardinal Ratzinger. In the letter, then-Cardinal Ratzinger specifically pointed to the fact that the danger in the Potter books is hidden was greatly concerning. “It is good that you shed light and inform us on the Harry Potter matter, for these are subtle seductions that are barely noticeable and precisely because of that deeply affect (children) and corrupt the Christian faith in souls even before it (the Faith) could properly grow,” said Cardinal Ratzinger.

Kuby’s Potter criticism also received recognition in Germany from the city of Munich’s office of Youth affairs, which at the time made headlines for indicating that the Potter books were not fit for children.

Regarding the harm to children from the Potter books, Kuby says, “That they (children) are being cut off from God, the source of Love and Hope, so that they in sorrowful life conditions are without a foundation that supports them -that they lose the spirit of discernment between good and evil and that they will not have the necessary strength and knowledge to withstand the temptations to evil.”

The most prominent Potter critic in North America, Catholic novelist and painter Michael O’Brien commented to LifeSiteNews.com on the comments of now-Pope Benedict saying, “This discernment on the part of Benedict XVI reveals the Holy Father’s depth and wide ranging gifts of spiritual discernment.” O’Brien, author of a book dealing with fantasy literature for children added, “it’s consistent with many of the statements he’s been making since his election to the Chair of Peter, indeed for the past 20 years - a probing accurate read of the massing spiritual warfare that is moving to a new level of struggle in western civilization. He is a man in whom a prodigious intellect is integrated with great spiritual gifts. He is the father of the universal church and we would do well to listen to him.”

Ten Arguments against Harry Potter - By Woman Who Corresponded with Cardinal Ratzinger
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/ten-arguments-against-harry-potter-by-woman-who-corresponded-with-cardinal-            
July 15, 2005

1. Harry Potter is a global long term project to change the culture. In the young generation inhibitions against magic and the occult are being destroyed. Thus, forces re-enter society which Christianity had overcome. 

2. Hogwarts, the school of magic and witchcraft, is a closed world of violence and horror, of cursing and bewitching, of racist ideology, of blood sacrifice, disgust and obsession. There is an atmosphere of continuous threat, which the young reader cannot escape. 

3. While Harry Potter appears in the beginning to fight against evil, in fact the similarities between him and Voldemort, the arch-evil adversary in the tale, become more and more obvious. In volume five, Harry is being obsessed by Voldemort, which leads to symptoms of personality disintegration.

4. The human world becomes degraded, the world of witches and sorcerers becomes glorified.

5. There is no positive transcendent dimension. The supernatural is entirely demonic. Devine symbols are perverted.

6. Harry Potter is no modern fairy tale. In fairy tales sorcerers and witches are unambiguous figures of evil. The hero escapes their power through the exercise of virtue. In the Harry Potter universe there is no character that endeavours consistently to achieve good. For seemingly good ends evil means are being used.

7. A (young!) reader’s power of discernment of good and evil is blocked out through emotional manipulation and intellectual confusion.

8. It is an assault upon the young generation, seducing it playfully into a world of witchcraft and sorcery, filling the imagination of the young with images of a world in which evil reigns, from which there is no escape, on the contrary, it is portrayed as highly desirable.

9. Those who value plurality of opinion should resist the nearly overwhelming power of this peer pressure, which is being accomplished through a gigantic corporate and multimedia blitz—one which displays elements of totalitarian brainwashing.

10. Since through the Potter books faith in a loving God is systematically undermined, even destroyed in many young people, through false “values” and mockery of Judeo-Christian truth, the introduction of these books in schools is intolerant. Parents should refuse permission for their children to take part in Potter indoctrination for reasons of faith and conscience.

Harry Potter controversy carries over to Vatican radio
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-controversy-carries-over-to-vatican-radio             
By John-Henry Westen, August 12, 2005
The massive controversy generated over the letters of Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger posted on LifeSiteNews.com regarding Harry Potter continues nearly a month after the posting. The priest who in 2003 inadvertently caused the world media to falsely trumpet that the Vatican and Pope John Paul II approved of the Harry Potter novels, was back on Vatican radio defending the Potter books, responding to the letters from Cardinal Ratzinger.

The German Cardinal who was to become the current Pope wrote in 2003 to a German Potter critic saying, “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly”. In a second letter sent to Kuby on May 27, 2003, Cardinal Ratzinger “gladly” gave his permission to Kuby to make public “my judgement about Harry Potter.”

Appearing on the Vatican Radio program 105live on Thursday, July 14, Msgr. Peter Fleetwood said of the letters, “I was sent a letter from a lady in Germany who claimed to have written to the then cardinal Ratzinger, saying that she thought Harry Potter was a bad thing. And the letter back, which I suspect was written by an assistant of the then cardinal Ratzinger in his office, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, suggested that there was a subtle seduction in the books.”

The dismissive comments fall far short of the mark. Beyond the fact that it would be exceedingly odd for an assistant to the Cardinal to make a rather damning statement on the Potter books in the Cardinal’s name and with the Cardinal’s signature, to later give permission to make the damning statement public in the name of the Cardinal would be beyond the pale.

Moreover, Gabriele Kuby, author of Harry Potter - gut oder böse (Harry Potter- good or evil?), had every reason to expect to be written by then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. Not only had he previously written her expressing appreciation for her other Catholic books, he invited her to dinner. In a recent interview, Kuby related the following heart-warming exchange, “Some time ago I was invited to a dinner with Cardinal Ratzinger. We didn’t speak about Potter. I knocked at my glass and said, how happy I was that the leaders of the church were men I could respect and love. My only worry was, who would be the next Pope. He replied: ‘Don’t worry. The church has many good servants of God.’”

In his remarks on Vatican Radio, Msgr. Fleetwood also casts Kuby and other Potter critics in a negative light, suggesting that they are motivated by envy due to the success of the Potter novels. “I think one has to be quite calm in judging cultural phenomena. I’ve got a funny feeling that the success of Rowling is what started some people. Is it a kind of envy? I don’t know. But why they got so mad against her, I just don’t understand,” said Fleetwood.

Kuby took issue with Fleetwood’s suggestion of ‘envy’ as her motivation and with the falsehoods about the letters being written by an assistant.  On July 20, she issued an open letter to Fr. Fleetwood asking him to correct the misinformation.  On July 20, Kuby wrote, “you and I believe in a society where different opinions can be put forward. As a priest and consultant of the Papal Council for Culture I ask you to publicly correct your statements and ‘suspicions’ that are not in accordance with the truth.” Till date there has been no reply.

The popular characterization of all Potter criticisms as the knee-jerk reaction of dim-witted fundamentalism is shown lacking by the calibre of potter critics who include, besides then-Cardinal Ratzinger and Gabriele Kuby, Rome’s chief exorcist and also the President of the International Association of Exorcists Gabriel Amorth, Catholic novelist and artist Michael O’Brien and EWTN Radio personality, Matthew Arnold
Arnold has produced a three-tape set The Trouble with Harry, from the unique perspective of a convert from occult beliefs and practices. Speaking as a Catholic father, who as a youth entered into the dark world of the occult precisely because of fantasy fiction, Matthew says, “While Rowling’s books may be fantasy, we must realize that the occult is real. And just like violence and pornography, kids are desensitized by exposure.”

Letters from Cardinal Ratzinger
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005/jul/05071301.html
Transcript of the Vatican Radio program 105 live on Harry Potter
http://www.catholicinsider.com/scripts/hp_transcript.php
Gabriele Kuby website
http://www.gabriele-kuby.de/
Kuby’s Open Letter to Father Fleetwood
https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005_docs/KubytoFleetwood.pdf
Michael O’Brien Website
http://www.studiobrien.com/
Matthew Arnold Tapes, The Trouble with Harry Potter
http://www.catholiccompany.com/product_detail.cfm?ID=2404
Canada opens first “Hogwarts” witchcraft school
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/canada-opens-first-hogwarts-witchcraft-school              
By Terry Vanderheyden, Edmonton, January 18, 2006
It would seem there is truth to the warnings against the Harry Potter series if the opening of an honest-to-goodness witchcraft school in Canada is any indication of increased interest in the occult that has resulted from the books.

The new school, Northern Star College of Mystical Studies, is compared to the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry from the Harry Potter books by a CanWest News Service report. The school offers diploma and two-year certificate programs, open to adults only. The school teaches potions, astrology, tarot, hypnotherapy, divination, magic and other occult practices, among other subjects.

“Harry Potter starts to get everybody curious about the mystic inside of them,” admitted Catherine Potter, a hypnotherapist and professional astrologer who teaches at the school. She is a fan of J.K. Rowling’s bestselling series. “I think it stirs a yearning in people to know more than just the five senses.”

Despite naysayers, Potter’s own admission that Harry Potter spurned her interest in the occult confirms warnings like those from Pope Benedict XVI, Gabriele Kuby, Catholic artist and author Michael D. O’Brien, Father Alfonso Aguilar, and even Rome’s official exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, who said, “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil.”

In a letter dated March 7, 2003 Pope Benedict XVI – then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger – thanked his friend Gabriele Kuby for her “instructive” book about Harry Potter –gut oder böse (Harry Potter- good or evil?), in which Kuby says the Potter books corrupt the hearts of the young, preventing them from developing a properly ordered sense of good and evil, thus harming their relationship with God while that relationship is still in its infancy.

“It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” the Pope wrote.

Both O’Brien and Father Alfonso Aguilar meanwhile condemn the books for their similarities with an early anti-Christian cult known as Gnosticism. “The wizard world is about the pursuit of power and esoteric knowledge, and in this sense it is a modern representation of a branch of ancient Gnosticism, the cult that came close to undermining Christianity at its birth,” O’Brien explained in his essay, Harry Potter and the Paganization of Children’s Culture, available here: https://www.lifesitenews.com/features/harrypotter/obrienpotter.html. 

“The so-called ‘Christian Gnostics’ of the 2nd century were in no way Christian, for they attempted to neutralize the meaning of the Incarnation and to distort the concept of salvation along traditional Gnostic lines: man saves himself by obtaining secret knowledge and power,” O’Brien wrote.

Defending his criticism of Rowling’s work as compared to JRR Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, who some argue also portrays magic, O’Brien added: “Rowling portrays Harry’s victory as the fruit of esoteric knowledge and power. This is Gnosticism. Tolkien portrays Frodo’s victory as the fruit of humility, obedience, and courage in a state of radical suffering. This is Christianity.”

View the roster of eyebrow-raising courses such as Plant Spirit Integration, Sacred Circle, Oracle Exploration, Exploring the Concept of Reincarnation, Earth Medicine, and Crystal and Stone Helpers, at the school’s web site:
http://www.centercollege-wholistic.ca/home.html
Vatican’s Chief Exorcist Repeats Condemnation of Harry Potter Novels 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/canada-opens-first-hogwarts-witchcraft-school              
By John-Henry Westen, Rome, March 1, 2006

The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Rev. Gabriele Amorth, is reported to have repeated his condemnations of the Harry Potter novels yesterday. According to press reports, Fr. Amorth, said of the books, “You start off with Harry Potter, who comes across as a likeable wizard, but you end up with the Devil. There is no doubt that the signature of the Prince of Darkness is clearly within these books.” “By reading Harry Potter a young child will be drawn into magic and from there it is a simple step to Satanism and the Devil,” he said.

The news will come as no surprise to LifeSiteNews.com readers who recall that Fr. Amorth made very similar remarks in 2002 which went misreported in the North American media, until LifeSiteNews.com clarified the matter.

In a 2002 interview with the Italian ANSA news agency, Rev. Amorth said “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil.” The exorcist, with his decades of experience in directly combating evil, explained that J.K. Rowling’s books contain innumerable positive references to magic, “the satanic art”. He noted that the books attempt to make a false distinction between black and white magic, when in fact, the distinction “does not exist, because magic is always a turn to the devil.” (Coverage: https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2002/jan/02010202.html )

At the time, however, North American coverage of Rev. Amorth’s warnings about Potter significantly downplayed the warnings. The New York Times coverage by Melinda Henneberger, which was carried in Canada’s National Post, the San Francisco Chronicle and on Yahoo Daily News left out most of the information in the European coverage, only quoting Rev. Amorth as saying that “If children can see the movie with their parents, it’s not all bad.”

North America’s most prominent Harry Potter critic, Michael O’Brien, has told LifeSiteNews.com that the movie version has significantly cleaned up Harry’s image, making it far less troublesome than the books.

Another condemnation of Harry Potter coming from Rome was not widely reported until LifeSiteNews.com’s intervention. When in 2003, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger allowed his comments against the novels to be aired publicly, the news was reported in Europe, but not in America. However, when in 2005 LifeSiteNews.com published Ratzinger’s letter concerning Potter online, the international media exploded with the news that the new Pope opposed Harry Potter. (Coverage: https://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005/jul/05071301.html )

Writing to Germany’s best known Potter critic Gabriele Kuby, the man who was to become Pope Benedict XVI wrote, “It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.”

Harry Potter and “the death of God” 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/canada-opens-first-hogwarts-witchcraft-school              
By Michael D. O’Brien, August 20, 2007
Editor’s Note: LifeSiteNews.com, the news service which first put online the letter signed by Cardinal Ratzinger - now Pope Benedict XVI - against the Harry Potter books, is proud to present Michael O’Brien’s latest essay on the Potter series.  The author, North America’s foremost Potter critic, has written many articles that analyze in detail the Harry Potter novels. Here he reflects on the significance of the series as a whole. 
Well, July 21st has come and gone and the world is muggling onward. The date, of course, was the publication day of the seventh and final volume of the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. The previous six books have been translated into an estimated 66 languages so far, and have sold close to four hundred million copies, a figure that will continue to swell as sales for this consummation of Potterworld continue, and various new editions are released - the boxed sets, the leather bound special editions, the audio books and digital-with-images, et cetera, et cetera. Moreover, the fifth film was released on July 11th, and doubtless two more films (and perhaps spin-off sequels) are to follow. All told, it is the grandest trans-cultural event of epic proportions in the history of mankind, rivaled only by the Bible.

I use the word rivaled with some consideration, not only because of the impact of the series on the modern world, but also because of the worldview it so powerfully implants in its devotees. In short, the series is a kind of anti-Gospel, a dramatized manifesto for behavior and belief embodied by loveable, at times admirable, fictional characters who live out the modern ethos of secular humanism to its maximum parameters. 

It is all about us. It is all about the late-Western preoccupations of Homo Sapiens Sapiens, man as knower. More precisely, it is all about Homo Sine Deo, man without God, who, in order to find his identity in a flattened cosmos, must pursue power and knowledge at all costs lest he be blasted into non-being by a killing curse. He feels abandoned, alone, and believes, therefore, that he must rely upon himself - though he will bond, to a degree, with those who assist in the revelation and development of his hidden identity. The stakes are the highest as he seeks this ultimate holy grail, for his mortal life is at radical risk. There will be deaths along the way, plenty of them, and in myriad manifestations. 

Lev Grossman, in the July 23, 2007, issue of Time magazine, writes, "If you want to know who dies in Harry Potter, the answer is easy: God." In this he has expressed the core problem with the Potter series. There is much that could be written, and has been written, about the specific problems in the books. Without neglecting the valid point that good fiction need not be overtly Christian, need not be religious at all, we might ponder a little the fact that the central metaphor and plot engines of the series are activities (witchcraft and sorcery) absolutely prohibited by God.

We might also consider for a moment the fact that no sane parents would give their children books which portrayed a set of "good" pimps and prostitutes valiantly fighting a set of "bad" pimps and prostitutes, and using the sexual acts of prostitution as the thrilling dynamic of the story. By the same token we should ask ourselves why we continue to imbibe large doses of poison in our cultural consumption, as if this were reasonable and normal living, as if the presence of a few vegetables floating in a bowl of arsenic soup justifies the long-range negative effects of our diet. Leaving aside a wealth of such arguments, let us consider Lev Grossman’s insight.  
"The death of God?" many a reader will respond. "Surely he is making too much of the matter! Aren’t we discussing a single phenomenon in a vast sea of cultural phenomena? And aren’t there a lot of positive values in these books and films - even some edifying moments of courage and sacrifice? And isn’t it all about love?" Yes, in a sense it is. But what kind of love? What kind of sacrifice? And for what purpose? 

The series is also about the usefulness of hatred and pride, malice toward your real or perceived enemies, seeking and using secret knowledge, lies, cunning, contempt, and sheer good luck in order to defeat whatever threatens you or stands in the path of your desires. It is a cornucopia of other false messages: The end justifies the means. Nothing is as it seems. No one can really be trusted, except those whom you feel comfortable with, who support your aims and make you feel good about yourself. Killing others is justified if you are good and they are bad. Conservative people are bad, anti-magic dogmatists are really bad and deserve whatever punishment they get (hence the delicious retributions against the Dursleys). The ultimate cause of evil is rejection of magic: the arch-villain Voldemort, for example, first went off track when he became a dysfunctional boy abandoned by his anti-magic father. 

Then there’s the adolescent romance in the atmosphere, a potent element when mixed with magic, usually latent but growing with each volume and culminating in domestic bliss for the central characters at the end of the final volume. Yes, Harry faces near-satanic evils, passes through an unceasing trial of conflict and woe, triumphs against insurmountable odds, saves the world, marries Ginny and brings forth with her a new generation of little witches and wizards. If it were a spoof or satire we might laugh. But it presents itself as very serious stuff, this festival of noxious half-truths and overt falseness, interwoven so conveniently with some positive values, some attractive role-modeling, and the timeless authorial device of an under-dog orphan as the hero/anti-hero of the series. So pleasurable, so thrilling at every turn. So deathly and hollow.

But that is the point, isn’t it. If the universe in which we live is not "hallowed" (sacred, holy) but rather hollow and deadly, then we must do what we can to change it, right? There is no God, apparently, so we must be our own gods. If there is no father (as every orphan knows) than we must be our own fathers. A tough job for anyone to do, but with the help of some incredible powers it can be done. And even if there is, after all, something in existence a little more than the material world and this materialist magic, can it be trusted? Definitely not, according to the story. There are hints of other realms in the Potter series, immaterial or metaphysical dimensions devoid of any reference to a higher moral order. But these are window-dressing to the cosmology Rowling establishes. 

Throughout the series there is overwhelming evidence that a Gnostic worldview is being slowly but surely presented. In fact, it is a new form of that ancient archipelago of heresies, a neo-gnosticism that borrows remnants of Judeo-Christian symbols and mixes them with cultic concepts of life and afterlife. For example, toward the end of the final volume, Harry’s headmaster and mentor, Dumbledore, meets with Harry in a nebulous otherworldly zone, after Dumbledore’s death and Harry’s pseudo-death, before the latter’s mysterious "resurrection." Yet even these and other metaphysical references are merely used to serve the author’s real goal, which is the exaltation of the humanist ideal. 

Such humanism cannot long survive without a "spirituality" of some kind or other - and what better spirituality for Homo Sine Deo than one which offers the thrills and rewards of the preternatural, without moral accountability to God. One might call this, paradoxically, the religion of secular humanism. In this religion, as in most other religions, the world is gravely threatened and needs its saviour. What, then, is a lovable hero to do in this situation? He must grow up, it goes without saying, and he does so throughout the seven tales by coming into the realization of his inherent semi-divine powers. These are never referred to as god-like powers because that would be a tacit admission of some kind of higher authority, and Potterworld will admit no absolute hierarchy in creation.

J.K. Rowling has stated in one of her interviews that, "My books are largely about death. They open with the death of Harry’s parents. There is Voldemort’s obsession with conquering death and his quest for immortality at any price, the goal of anyone with magic. I so understand why Voldemort wants to conquer death. We’re all frightened by it."

Indeed there are myriad forms of violent death in the seven volumes, usually as the result of battles involving curses, hexes, and potions. The reader loses count of the human characters and other creatures who die in the series, and as far as I can remember none of them die naturally. Potterworld is death’s realm, death’s sovereignty, and its perpetual reign can be transcended only by using the tools of death.

Throughout the series, death and power are inextricably entwined. Moreover, death is both the ultimate threat and the ultimate solution to problems. For example, in volume six Dumbledore is killed by the evil Severus Snape who works for the arch-villain Voldemort. In volume seven we learn that Snape was a kind of double-agent, secretly loyal to Dumbledore and Harry. It is revealed that Dumbledore had asked Snape to kill him - mercy killing - and their dialogue about it sounds uncannily like justification for euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.

Finding out who you are is crucial to overcoming death. Gradually you discover by experience, along with dedicated study of arcane forbidden knowledge, that you are more than you think you are; indeed you have a right to the secrets that will reveal you to yourself, and reveal your worth to others. You will be loved, feared, adulated, hated, but you will never be ignored - as long as you have pluck and supportive peers, and the added powers that secrets will give you. Your innate magic powers will be released by increased knowledge and will become mega-magic when exercised. The powers must be used, of course, because there are some really vile enemies out there, and the arch-enemy is after you in a big way, and he has powers too, so it’s important that you possess powers as awesome as his, if you want to defeat him. You will struggle and fall and rise again, but in the end you will triumph. You will become the saviour of the world.

Rowling has tapped into the human drama, the story that is as old as the Iliad, but without Homer’s deep insights into human motivation; as old as Beowulf, but with the roles confused and the lessons lost; as contemporary as The Lord of the Rings, but without Tolkien’s depiction of humility, genuine virtue, and wisdom. 
She has taken pains to make her tale more complicated than a simplistic bad guy versus good guy scenario, more complicated even that a scenario with the frontier lines of good and evil merely shifted. 

Clever and inventive, she has scrambled all the frontiers, interior and exterior, vertical and horizontal, and the only orienting factor is the fate of the dynamic ego of the central character. His is not so much a Nietzscheian "will to power" as it is the will to survive, gradually evolving into the will to identity, with power as a necessary reinforcement of the quest. But she has also made Harry a likeable boy, and a hurting boy. Most young readers will identify. 

He is so very much like many young people in our times who are abandoned in one way or another, with shattered families or siblings absent through abortion, or otherwise alone because of contraception and sterilization. They have suffered from various forms of devaluation, neglect, loneliness, and some have been humiliated by bullies (other unhappy children who lack identity and have seized power over weaker children as the only available means of self-affirmation). Check out your local school yard. It’s all there - the Harrys and Hermiones, the vicious Draco Malfoys and his gang of sycophants. It’s the human condition and it varies little from age to age, culture to culture - wherever man rejects the saving power of grace. 

Harry overcomes the multifarious evils that confront him, yet he does so without grace. We find ourselves cheering as he does it, and then go on to either passively accept these books or actively promote them as a path of liberation, a way out of the hurts, the unfairness of life, the negations of worth, the chain-link fences and enclosed compounds that would cruelly limit our beloved children, which is to say all children. Harry knows the way! This cute loser-boy evokes our instinctive compassion for suffering people; as he surmounts all obstacles we see that he’s a winner - just as each of us hopes to be in his own life. Yes, Harry is you and me. We love him. And such a perfect actor for the film role! Such a sweet, brave, vulnerable face. A good boy. A nice, nice boy.

In Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows we see Harry coming of age. He has matured wonderfully. He has compassion for the weak, chooses to block the fatal curses and knock the wands out of the hands of those trying to kill him and others. This is so much the case that Remus Lupin remonstrates with Harry about it and receives Harry’s defensive reply to the effect that killing people is Voldemort’s way, not his. He even rescues his old tormentor Draco after he and his gang attack Harry and nearly burn him up with a mishandled Fiendfyre curse. 

This new development in Harry’s character may be a disappointment to those readers who enjoyed his old vindictive ways, but it also reinforces the position of pro-Potter people who do not see beneath the surface appearance of the characters and plots. As the critic David Haddon points out, "Harry has fulfilled Rowling’s stated belief that children are ‘innately good’, without need of repentance or redemption." They just need to grow up and learn to use their powers "wisely." There is no original sin in Potterworld. Just magic. 

And why not, if we are locked in a claustrophobic universe, why not explore the path Harry has shown us? Yearning for the transcendent, as do all human beings, even when they deny it, why should we not be enthralled by preternatural powers offered as the substitute for genuine transcendence? Thralldom, you may recall, is an old English word for enslavement. The slave in his chains may dream and fantasize about freedom, but the fantasy does not make his chains disappear. Like the slaves of old, the enthralled of our times are left with whatever pleasures they can seize within the limited dimensions of their lives, and this usually means fugitive and secret pleasures - as the pagan realms of the past abundantly proved. 

Those in thrall to Potterworld may, for a while, be pleasured and distracted from their real condition by the orgy of sensations, by stimulated affections and the rush of adrenaline, by blood and gore and fright and lore, by fabulous imagery and ingenious invention. But take note that throughout the very complex web of plots and subplots the traditional symbols of Western civilization are simultaneously used and misused, are mutated, hybridized, contradicted and even at times inverted - because in this "fantasy" world, nothing is as it seems nor is it reliable, and even the architecture of thought slips and slides, leading us wherever the whims of the author wish to take us. A poor story-teller would not get away with this for a minute. But Rowling is a talented story-teller, and the massive symphonic effect of her dissolution of civilization’s basic principles is justified by many because she has entertained us and because, well, "it’s all about love."

Genuine freedom is possible only where there is genuine love. And genuine love is not possible without truth. As Tolkien once pointed out in his essay on fantasy literature, the writer who hopes to feed the imagination in a healthy way must remain faithful to the moral order of the real universe, regardless of how fantastic the details of the fictional world may be. The Natural Law which God has written into our beings cannot be entirely eradicated, but it can be gravely deformed, leading to distortion of consciousness and conscience, and hence our actions. 

Healthy fiction, no matter how wildly it may depart from the material order, teaches us to love ourselves in a wholesome manner, by loving our neighbor. Indeed, even by loving our enemies - at least by trying to learn to love them, and by believing that it is right to do so. With grace this is possible. But selective love (coupled with selective hatred) does not lead to freedom. It is the feelings of love without the substance of love, the feelings of freedom without the foundations of freedom. 

If God is the absent father - or the father who perhaps never existed - the hero and his readers are left only with such emotions, their hooked loyalties, their love of the self’s insatiable appetites, which they feel cannot be denied without a killing curse of self-annihilation. That is why so many people cling fiercely to the "values" in the Potter books while ignoring the interwoven undermining of those very values. That is why the defenders of Potterworld exhibit such adamancy, frequently outrage, against critics. According to their perceptions, the critics of Potterworld are the enemies of freedom and identity.

Just as the rhetoric about freedom and democracy increases as the real thing declines, so too the rhetoric about "values" increases as the more real thing - that is, truth and virtue - declines. What will it take to awaken the dreaming slave from his delusion?
Harry Potter Fanatics Lash Out at Pope, Michael O’Brien, LifeSiteNews Over Criticism of Novels 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-fanatics-lash-out-at-pope-michael-obrien-lifesitenews-over-cri               
Commentary by John-Henry Westen Editor and Steve Jalsevac Managing Director, Toronto, August 23, 2007
LifeSiteNews receives angry and often hate-filled responses to its news reports on mainly three subjects.

The most hateful and threatening come from gay activists. Apparently, some cannot tolerate objective news reports containing information that in any way contradicts savoured personal opinion. For such, our news reports are "hate", even though hate or even anger is never intended in any LifeSiteNews report. We challenge them to point out where our reports include "hate" but the challenge is never answered because it can’t. We just report alternative news that mainstream media refuse to report or distort.

Second, are the angry emails from abortion and population control activists. That has always been expected given the massive deceit and manipulation used for decades to advance their anti-human agendas which we regularly expose. Their control of the mainstream media is no longer as useful as it used to be.

Third has been the bizarre response to our Harry Potter reports, which most will have difficulty finding in the mainstream media or even in many orthodox religious publications. That is our role, to report what most media will not report. 

It seems that every time LifeSiteNews publishes an article with an alternative view that is critical of the Harry Potter series we get a flurry of angry and sometimes downright hateful emails from Harry Potter devotees.  Our latest, an article by Canadian Catholic novelist Michael D. O’Brien, which we published Monday was no exception. (See "Harry Potter and ‘the Death of God’" http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/aug/07082003.html ) 
A few of our more colourful responses included scathing ad hominem attacks and a wish for curses on O’Brien, reference to LifeSiteNews.com as a "filthy publication" and Pope Benedict XVI as "a Nazi".  
Comments related to the Pope are likely due to the letters - first published online by LifeSiteNews.com - which he wrote praising a German Harry Potter critic for her work in pointing out the dangers in the Potter series. (See "Pope Opposes Harry Potter Novels - Signed Letters from Cardinal Ratzinger Now Online") http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005/jul/05071301.html
Someone identifying him/herself as Ant Johnson wrote:
"To whom it may concern:
Honestly, I found, not just your recent article by Michael D. O’Brien, "North America’s foremost Potter critic"—a laughable distinction to be sure—but all of his poorly misguided efforts at measured, non-dogmatic criticism to be pathetic and more than a little jealous. It’s the sort of archaic thought O’Brien so classically illustrates in his articles that sends droves of people heading for aisles mid-sermon at Sunday morning mass.  Or maybe it’s because your pope was at one point a Nazi, and in many ways, still is. With the sincerest of regards, -Ant Johnson"
Apparently a Gnostic took issue with O’Brien’s position that Gnosticism is presented in the Potter books:
"I don’t see the Gnostic worldview in the Harry Potter books. I know, I am one.
Because the Old Testament is the book of the evil one, we Gnostics are not allowed by Jesus to engage in imprecatory prayer which is common now amongst the Catholic Churches allies in the Evangelical movement.
Does the Catholic Church allow imprecatory prayer? Not officially, but you always have it if you want. Imprecatory prayer is Black Magic.
The Orthodox church, not the Gnostics are practicing Witchcraft. Michael is a deceiver but its ok, because the ways of Saklas-Satan are seductive, so it’s easy to forgive him.
In Jesus name. Titus Andronicus"
And finally John Wohn in Austin Texas wrote: "I hope that every witches’ coven in the US casts spells to curse Michael O’Brien and everyone who works for your filthy publication."
Trying to Skirt the Pope’s (Cardinal Ratzinger’s) Negative Appraisal of Harry Potter 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trying-to-skirt-the-popes-cardinal-ratzingers-negative-appraisal-of-harry-p                
By John-Henry Westen Editor, Toronto, August 29, 2007

Since LifeSiteNews.com first published online scanned copies of the letters of Cardinal Ratzinger concerning Harry Potter, many have attempted to deny the Cardinal, now Pope’s, statements on the matter.
The latest such claim to hit the news was from a report in the Catholic News Service, the official news agency of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
An article, headlined "Catholic perspective can be seen in Potter series, says priest-devotee," by Peggy Weber published on June 27, quotes a Fr. Bernier as saying, "Pope Benedict has not said anything actually about the Harry Potter books themselves. I don’t know if he’s even read them."
The writer then goes on to report: "He told his audience of about 25 people that before he became pope, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, responded to a book written about the dangers of Harry Potter. He sent a note to the author thanking her for the book and said if the accusations were true then they would be of grave concern."
The statements in the article, which has since been republished in a good number of diocesan newspapers, are inaccurate.  The Pope did in fact, say something about the Harry Potter books, which was not prefaced with a proviso questioning the truth of accusations.  Moreover, Cardinal Ratzinger gave explicit permission for his judgment on Potter to be made public.

On March 7, 2003 then-Cardinal Ratzinger wrote a letter to his friend Gabriele Kuby, the author of a book warning against Harry Potter.  The Cardinal wrote: "It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly".  
Kuby, the author of "Harry Potter, good or evil?" subsequently wrote to the Cardinal again asking his permission to make his comments about Potter public. Cardinal Ratzinger wrote back, "Esteemed and dear Ms. Kuby ... Finally this pile [of unanswered mail] is taken care of, so that I can gladly allow you to refer to my judgment about Harry Potter." 

Harry Potter: The Archetype of an Abortion Survivor  

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-the-archetype-of-an-abortion-survivor                 
By Marie Peeters-Ney, MD and Philip G. Ney, M.D., M.A., FRCP(C), FRANZCP, R. Psych, September 5, 2007

Originally published in Catholic Insight December 2003.
One could speak about a worldwide "Harry Potter phenomenon," appearing soon after the Pokémon craze. The object of this discussion is to reflect on the possible reasons for the remarkable popularity of Harry Potter. 
Can the current craze be only due to good marketing skills? Does this book have exceptional literary value? Could the book be an indicator of a deeper cultural trend?  We wish to hypothesize that the popularity of the Harry Potter series is due to the fact that the themes and the main character strike deep chords in the minds of our younger generation because they are abortion survivors. 
They identify with them, because Harry Potter appears to hold the key to unlock the deep, unresolved conflicts which the young generation has buried in its unconscious. We write this short article after reading the first book of the series, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. We will not expand on the progressive downward spiral commented on by numerous other authors.
Some cultural events may transcend generational gaps and cultural differences because they reflect our common humanity, its aspirations, hopes and struggles. Some may shape human thought and influence the course of history. Others are a reflection of the mindset that is in vogue and are thus just an expression of the times. Others go further: they express a facet of the times and present it as the norm, thus shaping the thought of an era and influencing the course of current thinking. 
Much has been written about the Potter series and considerable controversy has arisen about it. However, there has not, to our knowledge, been anything written which analyzes some of the deeper reasons for the success of the Potter series. Such an analysis is important in order to gain understanding both of the reasons for its success and to judge the work itself.
In 1979, Dr. Philip Ney discovered and described people with a unique constellation of signs and symptoms, whom he called "abortion survivors." The malaise they suffer from is called the post-abortion survivor syndrome (PASS). Post-abortion survivors are all those individuals who could have been aborted, but mere chance or the fact that they were wanted saved them from termination. 
Examples are: people who were born in a family where a sibling was aborted; people whose parents told them they should have been aborted; or people born in a country where the majority of children are aborted. This applies to at least 50 percent of the people born since the 1970s. Thus, being an abortion survivor affects millions of young people and unquestionably, popular literature is bound to reflect the thinking of those hurt by having an abortion and/or being an abortion survivor. 
With few exceptions, the rest of the young population wonders if they were allowed to be born because they were wanted. The world is thus filled with people who have an anxious fascination about issues that the Harry Potter series broadly hints at. 
A brief description of the psychopathology associated with being an abortion survivor is necessary to understand the attractiveness of the Harry Potter books.
Children born in families where there has been an abortion live with a mother who is struggling with her own guilt and grief. They also often have a father who is alienated. Having parents who are prepared to exercise the power of life and death over their children, these children grow up with very ambivalent relationships with their parents - wanting desperately to be close to them, but knowing that it is too dangerous, and wanting to flee, but caught by their emotional and material dependency on them. Deep anger, violence or passivity, intergenerational communication designed to avoid confronting harsh truths and secretiveness are some of the conflicts that are then expressed.  
Given the fact that they cannot ask their parents about the real causes of their fears, they grow up in an atmosphere of pseudo-secrets. There are important events and problems they sense their parents or any parental figure will not talk about. Abortion survivors live in a closed, unreal, dehumanized world, communicating with code words and through cyberspace. Communication is mainly between peers, but rivalry, competition and lack of commitment interfere with their relationships.
The first attachment, that to mother, was an anxious attachment that resulted in ambivalence and conflict. Abortion survivors grow up with self-doubt and very ambivalent relationships to others. People are used, not loved. 
Abortion survivors have cut themselves off from all their emotions, except fear and anger. They feel they have no intrinsic right to be. Their right to exist depends on their being wanted. Having made it into the world, they survive by gaining power, by trickery and seduction. They must "have" to be: money, good looks, sports prowess, magic powers, etc. Only by having can they continue to be wantable and thus to continue to exist.  Unable to trust, they live in a world of fear, with nobody to turn to. They suffer from nightmares in which their aborted sibling (who is not always identified as such) is seeking revenge, full of rage for her wrongful death and full of anger against the sibling who is alive. 
The surviving siblings feel like a weight on their shoulders and a permanent curse from the aborted sibling.  They are, therefore, threatened in their very existence, both from the seen and unseen world. 
Abortion survivors flirt with death and seek control. They often seek answers and power in the occult.
The genius of Ms. Rowling is to have consciously or unconsciously tapped into the secret world of abortion survivors. Her first book described the world of abortion survivors: a world where all is "unreal," dominated by primary relationships with peers, absent parents, a dread of being used, abused or killed by caretakers who have no love or understanding. Ms Rowling describes people who have everything, but live in fear that their "secret" will be discovered (the Dursleys). The real world is so awful that Harry Potter thought, "He did not know where he was going (to witchcraft school), but it had to be better than what he was leaving behind ..."
In inventing the character Harry Potter, Ms. Rowling introduces the reader to a person whom an abortion survivor can relate to. 
Harry is the "boy that lived," although physically marked by the sign of death and wanted dead by a satanic figure. On his forehead, he is scarred, he is special, he is a survivor. He witnesses the death of an innocent creature by one who has nothing to lose and everything to gain by committing such a heinous crime. The centaur tells him "because the blood of the innocent will keep you alive, even if you are inches from death, but at a terrible price … You have slain something pure and defenceless to save yourself, you will have but half a life, a cursed life from the moment the blood touches your lips." 
Harry Potter is emotionally, physically and verbally abused by caregivers, but he feels little pain and sheds no tears. The only emotions he seems to feel are fear and hatred. He is not allowed to ask questions. He does not know his own story, although he knows there is a secret about him. He has been dehumanized. He lives in a world of fear, plagued by the recurrent nightmare of a hooded, faceless figure who drinks the blood of the innocent victim. As Ronan, the centaur explains, "Always the innocent are the first victims …"
The fear of death that is present in all abortion survivors is usually dealt with by flirting with death, so that the person imagines he has some control over life and death. Harry Potter exemplifies this when he is told, "Don’t stop and don’t be scared you’ll crash into it, that is important. Best do it at a bit of a run if you are nervous …" When Harry Potter did it, he closed his eyes, ready for a crash.
Using coded language, Rowling has been able to put into written form the unrevealed and unspoken fears of the abortion survivor. She expressed in writing psychological conflicts that generally only appear in nightmares. Many of the struggles experienced by children, and which she fantasizes about in her Harry Potter series, have been expressed in the terrifying dreams of abortion survivors. For example:
  - somebody tried or wanted to kill you (Harry’s teacher, Mr. Quirrell, trying to kill him)
  - the feeling that one is surrounded by invisible people, some of whom are hostile and wish your death (Harry looks into the mirror and sees a whole crowd of people standing right behind him)
  - shedding blood, murdering your sibling (in fantasy), so that you can live half a life (Mr. Quirrell drinking the blood of an innocent, pure victim to stay alive, although at a terrible cost)
  - the feeling of being burdened by a parasite, a hostile sibling who hangs on to you and prevents you from living (Mr. Quirrell, a man with two faces, carrying a half-dead Voldemort who explains that he has a form only when he can share another’s body and who dreams to create a body for himself)
  - and, of course, the terrifying reality that somebody is angry at the survivor for being alive (Voldemort’s anger at Harry Potter)
Ms. Rowling also appeals to the abortion survivor, because she briefly touches on some of the deepest yearnings of all humans for life and meaning. (Harry finally finds somebody who watches over him). However, having opened up this yearning, she sends the reader away empty-handed. She remarkably and accurately describes and expands on the dark side of a humanity without God. The themes she develops are antithetical to the glory of Christian revelation. She illustrates the morbid fascination abortion survivors have for control and power, even if these are dark and frightening. 
Harry Potter looks for the stone that confers eternal life. This is clearly opposed to Christian revelation. He experiences a mother’s love that is so strong, it is capable of burning and destroying the enemy, a caricature which is quite obvious.
Ms. Rowling appeals to the more pathological dreams of the abortion survivors. She describes transfiguration as one of the most complex and dangerous kinds of magic. She describes a world of magic and of power. "There is no good and evil, only power and those too weak to seek it." In the Harry Potter world, there is the mirror of Erised, which shows us what we want or want to see. A world where one can be special, if one is marked as having survived.
The inventor of Harry Potter describes with great accuracy the world of the abortion survivors. However, in a truly satanic fashion, she leads these broken people in a downward spiral into a world that is not life-giving, but one of death and despair. She shows them the way to an illusion of power, which is without life and which is the realm of Satan.
Harry Potter can become a cult, making people feel they are understood and will understand the truth and then deliberately lead them away from the source of Life and Truth. The psychopathology associated with being an abortion survivor is real. It needs to be understood by those involved in the new evangelization. We now need people who are saintly enough to descend into the pit of hell where they are and who can bring them to the light. Preaching Jesus Christ is a work of love, healing and life. It is a work of mercy.
Philip G. Ney trained as a child psychiatrist and child psychologist at McGill University, University of London and the University of Illinois. He taught in five universities in four countries and has been hospital and university department chairman.
As an academic and clinician of more than thirty five years, he has done research into child abuse for more than thirty years and has authored or co-authored 66 scientific papers and 7 books.

In his early research Professor Ney became increasingly aware of the reciprocal connection between child abuse and abortion. More recently he has studied children who are the survivors of abortion. He is conducting therapeutic groups for men and women abused as children in private practice in Victoria, British Columbia.
As a semi-retired professor, Philip Ney is currently researching the effects of various kinds of pregnancy losses on women’s physical and mental health. With wife Dr. Marie Peeters-Ney, Philip conducts training sessions world-wide. 
Dr. Marie Peeters-Ney is an American. Having obtained her medical training in Belgium and her paediatric specialty training in the USA and Canada, she worked at the University of Paris with the world-famous geneticist, Jerome Lejeune, and won an important scientific prize for her research into the biochemical causes of mental retardation.  
Harry Potter and anti-Christian bigotry
http://worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=56715, http://www.wnd.com/2007/07/42612/
July 18, 2007
Is it possible Harry Potter is fostering anti-Christian bigotry in our youth?

Our kids hear every day in public schools about the perils of “intolerance” and “homophobia.” They are cautioned frequently to “separate church and state,” because not to do so would result in vague, unspecified horrors. And merely raising an eyebrow at evolutionary theory can unleash pent-up fury over Christian beliefs.

So, kids know who the establishment thinks are supposed to be the “bad guys” in America: conservative Christians. But then along comes the most popular book series of all time to further undermine Christian theology by glamorizing occult practices – and it doesn’t end there. Harry Potter has a not-so-subtle political message as well.

Kids read a story and figure out right off who the heroes are, and who the villains. In the Potter tales, there are several types of villains: the “dark magic” Lord Voldemort and his ilk; the mean teen wizard group at the Hogwart’s school; and then there’s a group we might call the fools. In Harry’s world, they’re called “Muggles.”

These residents of the conventional “non-magic” world are portrayed as clueless at best, sometimes harmless, but mostly obstacles to progress. Enlightened witches and wizards have to work around their ignorance in the government and in everyday life. Only occasionally do the wizards pull back the curtain to reveal to Muggles what’s really going on, and it’s usually more than these one-dimensional creatures can handle. Denial is one response; dying of fright is another.

At times, though, Muggles blossom into full-blown bigots and bullies. Harry’s relatives are depicted in this way. His Uncle Vernon Dursley is a “big, beefy man with hardly any neck” (page1, “Sorcerer’s Stone”) who “didn’t approve of imagination” (page 5). Because he is so ferociously “anti-magic,” Uncle Vernon’s worst fear is that someone will find out Harry’s a wizard.

In fact, Uncle Vernon’s attitude toward Harry is classic bigotry:

“Now, you listen here, boy,” he snarled. “I accept there’s something strange about you, probably nothing a good beating wouldn’t have cured. …” (Page 56, “Sorcerer’s Stone”)

The message that screams from these pages for children to absorb is that these despicable people who object to “magic” are worthy of the worst scorn. And that’s mostly what they receive throughout the Potter books.

Our children quickly figure out that Muggles equate to traditional conservatives. And who are the most fervently “anti-magic” in real-world America? Christians. If kids don’t get this right off, the mainstream media’s frequent, negative caricatures of Christians will connect the dots for them. Might this be one more clue to explain the rise in virulent anti-Christian sentiment in recent years?

In the Potter books, it’s OK to hold such people in thorough contempt and sometimes openly mock them. Harry’s school nemesis, wizard Draco Malfoy, shows undisguised bias against Muggles or those with mixed Muggle and wizard “blood,” and his nasty attitude is politically incorrect by the school’s standards. But Malfoy just expresses what the others secretly think.

Author Rowling reveals hero Harry’s hateful thoughts toward his relatives, who have been carefully drawn as disgusting people. His apparently justifiable resentment comprises many passages:

Asleep was the way Harry liked the Dursleys best; it wasn’t as though they were any help to him awake. … They were Muggles who hated and despised magic in any form, which meant Harry was about as welcome in their house as dry rot. (Page 19, “Goblet of Fire”)

Harry’s cousin Dudley is described as a fat underachieving bully with “small piggy eyes” (page 51, “Half-Blood Prince”). Harry, an orphan, is at first assigned a broom closet under the stairs when he arrives at his uncle’s home. He gets little to eat, and his home situation only improves due to manipulation, sometimes supernatural, on the part of his wizard protectors.

The power of wizardry brings Muggles to their knees, in fact. When professor Dumbledore comes to the Dursley home to fetch Harry for another year of school, the family becomes a comic tool of sorcery, which they are powerless to stop (“Half-Blood Prince,” chapter 3). Occult power is, you see, supposedly superior to anything the conventional world can offer – another great lesson for our kids.

Scads of self-described Christian families purchase Harry Potter books for their kids, allow them to attend the movies, and even indulge their forays into Potter chat rooms and fan clubs. Many think nothing of giving the parental stamp of approval to stories about a school teaching sorcery to children and teens and other elements that are outright tutorials in the occult. It’s “fantasy,” they reason, and no worse than lots of fiction out there.
What they don’t get is more and more teens are seriously into “wicca” and paganism, actually experimenting with rituals of a supernatural nature. Many teens say their interest was initially sparked by reading Harry Potter books.

Is a little entertainment worth imbedding some very unfaithful ideas in the heads of children? Sorcery is named specifically in Scripture as a violation of God’s law (Deuteronomy 18:10-12; Galatians 5:20 and elsewhere), and it’s not a joke. Besides, Harry does not think like a Christian in many other ways. He nurses and feeds grudges against his relatives and his rivals at school, and revenge is portrayed as justifiable.

The author also does not maintain a light-hearted tone, but her clever and comic elements blend into nightmarish scenes of slithering snakes, kids trapped underwater, blood sacrifice, severed limbs and even the death of a schoolmate. This “bait-and switch” storytelling should raise red flags for discerning parents.

So next time you hear your kids dish out scorn for Christians and /or Christian beliefs, maybe it’s time to take an inventory of their favorite books and movies.

What will another Potter tale add to the mix? Rowling could decide to have Harry repent of his open rebellion against God through sorcery. Maybe she will cease dishonoring traditional “non-magic” beliefs. And, pigs could also start flying.

Until this happens, Christian families need to protect their kids from Harry Potter’s clever seduction.

Harry Potter Fan WebSite Lauds Rowling Stating a Main Character Is Gay 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-fan-website-lauds-rowling-stating-a-main-character-is-gay 
By Meg Jalsevac, New York, October 22, 2007
J.K. Rowling, author of the already controversial Harry Potter children’s book series, has chosen to stir up more controversy even after the final series of the book has been released.  In answer to a question from a young fan, Rowling announced that the prominent and well-respected character of the ‘good’ wizard headmaster, Dumbledore is, in fact, gay.
Rowling explained her answer to a packed audience, of which one could safely assume was largely made up of young children, saying that Dumbledore would never find true love because he had long been in love with his boyhood friend turned evil wizard, Grindelwald but that his love had been "horribly, horribly let down."  Rowling emphasized that Dumbledore’s love was his "great tragedy."  
From the release of the very first book of the series, the Harry Potter novels have been at the center of controversy concerning the message that the books portray to the many young readers who devour them upon publication.  Fans of the novels have either asserted that the books are simply harmless entertainment or, at best, Christian works similar to the genre of CS Lewis and JRR Tolkien. On the other hand, critics from around the globe and of different religious backgrounds have been vocal about their serious concerns about the message and values portrayed in the novels. They have warned about the subliminal themes that especially present vulnerable young readers in today’s corrupted, even increasingly pagan, western culture with marred distinctions between good and evil.
Many sources have stated Rowling’s newest revelation will give a whole new meaning to the passages that pertain to the "affection" between the two wizards when they were youths.  Fans commenting on various websites expressed different reactions to Rowling’s answer.  
According to a report in the Associated Press, Melissa Anelli, webmaster of a large Potter fan site, lauded the announcement saying, "Jo Rowling calling any Harry Potter character gay would make wonderful strides in tolerance toward homosexuality.  By dubbing someone so respected, so talented and so kind, as someone who just happens to be also homosexual, she’s reinforcing the idea that a person’s gayness is not something of which they should be ashamed."
However, even previous fans of Rowling’s work criticized her announcement implying that it was merely a move to garner more publicity for her novels.  Some supporters of the homosexual agenda criticized the delay in unveiling such a fact until after the book had been published, insinuating that such a move was done to merely avoid controversy upon the book’s release.
Despite Rowling’s recent admission that "To me [the religious parallels have] always been obvious", she shrugged off suggestions that her recent announcement will confirm previous criticism of her books.  She merely said that not all people will like her books and this most recent announcement will merely give them one more reason.
However, according to an interview with MTV, Rowling acknowledges that many Christians, even the current Pope, have criticized or even condemned her books.  She expressed pride that her novels have been placed on "banned books list" saying, "I go to church myself.  I don’t take any responsibility for the lunatic fringes of my own religion." 
While Rowling herself may attribute criticism of her works to merely ‘lunatic fringes’, criticism has been far and wide and has come from several prominent leaders in Christian circles.  
As previously reported by LifeSiteNews.com, in March 2003, before being elected Pope, then-Cardinal Ratzinger expressed gratitude to Gabriele Kuby who authored a work explaining the dangers of the Potter story, especially to young children.  
Made available by LifeSiteNews.com, Ratzinger’s letter to Ms. Kuby stated, "It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly."  
Strangely, more than a few prominent Catholic fans of the Potter novels, have been denying that the Pope (then Cardinal Ratzinger) made any comment against them despite the indisputable evidence of scans of his actual signed letters posted on LifeSiteNews. A letter published in the Toronto Archdiocese’s Catholic Register, for example, refuting a recent Register article’s clear misrepresentation of Cardinal Ratzinger’s statements, was edited to remove reference to those crucial scans on LifeSiteNews.com. 


Simply reporting the Pope’s statements and other criticisms of the Potter novels, as well as publishing some detailed critical analysis of them by famed author Michael O’Brien, has earned LifeSiteNews unexpected wrath from some otherwise praiseworthy allies in the life and family culture wars. Such intolerance of alternative opinions of Harry Potter appears to validate warnings about the seductive nature of the Potter series.
Father Gabriele Amorth, chief exorcist of the Vatican also condemned the books warning parents, "Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil."  Father Amorth criticized the novels for glorifying magic, which he explicitly refers to as "the satanic art", and for presenting disordered perceptions of morality in the supposedly heroic main characters.

US Christian Groups React Strongly to Harry Potter Books’ Homosexual Character 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-christian-groups-react-strongly-to-harry-potter-books-homosexual-charact 
By Hilary White, London, October 30, 2007 
Conservative Christian groups in the US are reacting strongly to the revelation by British author JK Rowling that one of the main characters in her Harry Potter series is a homosexual.
Roberta Combs, president of the 2.5 million strong Christian Coalition of America, was quoted in the Daily Mail saying she was “disappointed” that Rowling chose to make Dumbledore homosexual. 
At Carnegie Hall during her US book tour, in response to a question by a fan, Rowling revealed to huge applause that Dumbledore is a homosexual. Rowling responded to the crowd’s applause saying, “I would have told you all earlier if I knew it would make you so happy.”
“It’s not a good example for our children, who really like the books and the movies. I think it encourages homosexuality,” said Combs who is calling for a ban on the books and films which have brought Rowling an estimated £545 million. 
Rebecca Traister, columnist on salon.com called Rowling’s announcement “a neat trick philosophically, but also economically to do it once all the kids that might have been kept away from the material have already read it.”
Tom Barrett, editor of Conservative Truth, reported in a column posted Monday on WEB Commentary that parents and grandparents who had formerly encouraged their children to read the books are “finally starting to see the light.”
“They have repented and have removed the books from their children’s libraries,” said Barrett. “They say they are trying to undo the damage they have done to the children by their exposure to them.”
Jack M. Roper, a Christian broadcaster on Pat Robertson’s Christian Broadcasting Network responded to the revelation saying, “I would never allow my own children or grandchildren to read the books or watch the movies, and other parents should do so too.”
Roper reminded his viewers that much Christian opposition to the Harry Potter series stems from the books’ basic premise, that the heroes use magic and sorcery to manipulate situations and other people. Calling Harry Potter a hero who has “captured the innocent heart of many children”, Roper said, “When such a hero uses evil as a problem solving tool, we need to be warned. Over time the child can become adapted to the dark world of witchcraft and not even know that it is dangerous.”
“As a cult researcher for many years, I have seen contemporary witchcraft packaged in many seductive forms, and Harry Potter is the best. Potter makes spiritualism and witchcraft look wonderful,” he added. 
Roper’s comments, and the reaction of some Christian groups follow comments made two years ago by the former Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI, who wrote that the Harry Potter books were a spiritual danger to children. In 2005 LifeSiteNews.com obtained copies of letters, dated March 2003, from the then-Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith thanking Kuby for her "instructive" book “Harry Potter - gut oder böse” (Harry Potter- good or evil?), in which Kuby says the books corrupt the hearts of the young.
“It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” wrote Cardinal Ratzinger.
Response to LifeSiteNews.com’s revelation of the Pope’s disapproval resulted in months of backlash from outraged self-described “conservative” Christian parents and fans of the Potter series, some of whom implied LifeSiteNews.com fabricated or misinterpreted the letters. 
The seventh and final episode in the series, Harry Potter and the All Hallows, sold over 12 million copies in the US alone. The Harry Potter films have thus far grossed $4.47 billion - £2.3 billion. The Potter series has made J.K. Rowling the second wealthiest female entertainer in the world after Oprah Winfrey. 

Potter Author JK Rowling Equates Christians Who Avoid Potter with Islamic Fundamentalists 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/potter-author-jk-rowling-equates-christians-who-avoid-potter-with-islamic-f 

By John-Henry Westen, Edinburgh, March 12, 2008 
The newly released edition of the Edinburgh University Student newspaper, the oldest student newspaper in the UK, includes an interview with Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling.  In the interview Rowling claims to have received death threats from Christians opposed to her novels, calling Christian ‘fundamentalists’ "dangerous" and comparing them by inference to Islamic fundamentalists.
Asked if there were not some Christians who dislike the book ‘intensely’, Rowling replied, "Oh, vehemently and they send death threats."  
Questioned about the ‘death threats’, she added, "Once, yeah.  Well, more than once.  It is comical in retrospect.  I was in America, and there was a threat made against a bookstore that I was appearing at, so we had the police there."  
While she said she could stomach critics, she had little time for Christian criticism.  "But to be honest the Christian Fundamentalist thing was bad," she said.  "I would have been quite happy to sit there and debate with one of the critics who were taking on Harry Potter from a moral perspective."
Many Christians who have opposed the Potter series have done so after reading comments by Christian reviewers pointing out their moral and spiritual dangers.  The opponents, who have been relying on the reviewers’ criticisms, have often avoided reading Rowling’s lengthy Potter narratives, and Rowling uses such cases to paint Christians as if they were insane.
"I’ve tried to be rational about it," she told the paper.  "There’s a woman in North Carolina or Alabama who’s been trying to get the books banned-she’s a mother of four and never read them. And then- I’m not lying, I’m not even making fun, this is the truth of what she said-quite recently she was asked [why] and she said ‘Well I prayed whether or not I should read them, and God told me no.’"
The interviewer notes that at that point "Rowling pauses to reflect on the weight of that statement, and her expression one of utter disbelief."  Rowling then continued, "You see, that is where I absolutely part company with people on that side of the fence, because that is fundamentalism. Fundamentalism is, ‘I will not open my mind to look on your side of the argument at all. I won’t read it, I won’t look at it, I’m too frightened.’"
"That’s what’s dangerous about it, whether it be politically extreme, religiously extreme…In fact, fundamentalists across all the major religions, if you put them in a room, they’d have bags in common! They hate all the same things, it’s such an ironic thing." 
Michael O’Brien, one of the most prominent Potter critics, has carefully read and analyzed the Potter books critiquing the spiritual and moral problems with Rowling’s works.  O’Brien commented to LifeSiteNews.com about Rowling’s mockery of Christians who avoid her works. 
"Regrettably, there is a strange new form of self-righteousness at work in the world-a psychological state of mind that is common to post-modernists such as J. K. Rowling," said O’Brien. "One of its symptoms is their inability to discuss on a serious level the truth or untruth of their cultural products. They avoid the real issues and instead take the ‘ad hominem’ approach-personal attacks against those who raise critical objections to the disorders in their books.  From the vacuum of real thought arises the dreary habit of classifying as a ‘fundamentalist’ any critic who bases his arguments on religious or spiritual grounds."
Added O’Brien: "This term is used against bomb-throwing terrorists, sweet grandmothers praying silently before abortuaries, and anyone who preaches the fullness of the Christian faith in church and media. It has become the utmost smear word, a weapon that is proving quite effective in silencing opposition. If you don’t have an argument yourself, you just switch tactics and cry ‘fundamentalist!’ Supposedly all opposition will then collapse."
In previous interviews Rowling has said Christian criticism of her works come from the "lunatic fringe" of the church.

Prior to being elected Pope, then-Cardinal Ratzinger expressed an opinion opposing the Potter books.  He sent a letter of gratitude to Gabriele Kuby who authored a work explaining the dangers of the Potter story, especially to young children.  Made available by LifeSiteNews.com, Ratzinger’s letter to Ms. Kuby stated, "It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly."  
Father Gabriele Amorth, chief exorcist of the Vatican also condemned the books warning parents, "Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil." Father Amorth criticized the novels for glorifying magic, which he explicitly refers to as "the satanic art", and for presenting disordered perceptions of morality in the supposedly heroic main characters.

Under Influence of Harry Potter, Kids are Being Drawn into the “Language and Mechanics” of Occult 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/under-influence-of-harry-potter-kids-are-being-drawn-into-the-language-and- 
By Hilary White, July 24, 2008
A book that gives instructions to teenage girls on witchcraft sells 150,000 copies. Films and television shows about teenagers and young people involved in witchcraft and the occult begin to proliferate. Bookshops begin to carry large sections on "esoterica" next to the religion and philosophy sections. And then Harry Potter bursts on the scene and becomes the best-selling children’s book of all time. 

This progression is described by Linda P. Harvey a Christian and publisher of Mission: America, a quarterly Christian newsletter and Internet web site, who claims that in the last number of years there has been an unprecedented explosion of occult material aimed directly at children and teenagers. However, anyone who objects that Potter and other witchcraft and magic-oriented children’s fare draws kids into the world of the occult, she says, are dismissed as giving in to "pure hysteria". 

As of June 2008, the seven book Potter series has sold more than 400 million copies and the books have been translated into 67 languages. The phenomenal success of the books has made their British author, J.K. Rowling, the highest-earning novelist in history. Three years after Harry Potter, Harvey writes, a review of television programs, major children’s book publishers, and popular youth websites, "should more than confirm our initial warnings." 

"Sorcery and witchcraft have become the hottest themes in youth culture and education for the first time in modern Western civilization."

Harvey is the author of an influential article, "Heresy in the Hood: Teen Witchcraft in America" published in 1999. Since the publication of that article, she says, the number of self-professed young witches and occult practitioners has grown markedly. 

The kids are taking a cue from the homosexual activist handbook, equating any criticism of their interests as "hate." Similarly, such rhetoric is pushing the adult publishing and bookselling world to proliferate books and materials on the occult. "Without protectors, the profit-driven media is both responding to interest in witchcraft and creating it in a rapid feedback loop," Harvey writes. 

Harvey cites plenty of television and film infiltration as well. Mentioning the wildly successful Buffy the Vampire Slayer series, Harvey warns that "all but the most discerning" parents can be beguiled by the tongue-in-cheek nature of the shows on offer. Following in the footsteps of Buffy, which featured a lesbian witch as a main character, is Charmed and Sabrina the Teenage Witch - all featuring hip, well-dressed teens with special powers that set them apart, and above, their peers. 

Despite the usual criticisms of the media-savvy left, Christian concerns over the proliferation of occult offerings for young people, are not the objections of "unenlightened dullards," she says.

"Children are being lovingly primed to embrace paganism by movies, games, TV, the internet and countless sorcery-friendly books."

Even a brief internet search will reveal an entire book publishing sub-industry of occult materials aimed at teens. They abound on bookshop shelves and are being published not only by small independents but by large mainstream publishing houses. Large chain bookshops like Indigo in Canada and Borders in the US, and W. H. Smith and Blackwell’s in the UK, routinely feature large sections on the occult with plenty of practical how-to manuals.

"Spell Craft for Teens; a Magickal Guide to Writing and Casting Spells," published in 2002, offers "fifty-five chants and incantations for young adults, a twelve-step guide to casting a magick circle, an in-depth look at the moon phases, along with the magical properties of colors, herbs, and charms. It also addresses how to tell parents about your interest in Wicca and how to deal with gossiping classmates." It can be bought at any major book outlet in the UK including Blackwell’s, Waterstone’s, W. H. Smith and at Amazon.co.uk.

With titles like "Be a Teen Goddess! Magical Charms, Spells, and Wiccan Wisdom for the Wild Ride of Life," the books address the psychological needs of teenagers to find an identity independent of their families. 

Others play upon the rootlessness of post-modern society by offering a connection to an imaginary ancient pre-Christian European cultural heritage. The Teen Spell Book; Magick for Young Witches," says, "Teens who desire personal empowerment, a connection to old traditions, or an alternative spirituality will be enchanted with this definitive volume of spells and Wiccan lore written especially for teenagers." 

They appeal directly to specific teen issues. The Teen Spell Book offers to teach spells to "get on the team," "deal with teasing," "free yourself from depression," "attain a perfect complexion" and "make colleges beg for you." 

Father Thomas J. Euteneuer, the Catholic priest who heads Human Life International, told an audience in 2007 he had been involved in exorcism ministry for five years. 

He warns that books geared to children and adolescents indoctrinate, or socialize "young souls in the language and mechanics of the occult." Harry Potter in particular, he said, introduces the elements of witchcraft "in a glorified state" so that "our kids’ minds are being introduced to and imbued with occult imagery."
HLI Head Says Harry Potter Indoctrinates Young Souls in Language and Mechanics of Occult 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/hli-head-says-harry-potter-indoctrinates-young-souls-in-language-and-mechan 

By Fr. Thomas J. Euteneuer, President, Human Life International, Front Royal, Virginia, November 6, 2007
Many have asked me my opinion about Harry Potter. There is, among good Catholics, a general unease about the series, but the sense of disquiet is very, very difficult to define. 
I am at a bit of a disadvantage to comment on any particulars of the books since I have not read any of them or seen the movies, nor do I intend to—I have an aversion to adolescent fads and not enough time to spend on questionable materials when there is so much excellent fare for the soul out there. I do, however, feel it is important to offer some guidance on this issue from a third person point of view because some things can be observed about the books without having read them.
First and foremost, all adolescent obsessions have the capacity to steep the vulnerable souls of these kids in imagery and language that strikes deeper than the sermons they may (or may not) hear on Sunday. Some people give Harry an unqualified “wonderful” rating too quickly because J.K Rowling apparently is a very good writer, but the devotees of a sweeping force like this series tend to pass off the propaganda aspect of these books as harmless because they see it as “innocent” fantasy, and, in my opinion, this is dangerous. 
4100 pages of word images about magic and the occult are not harmless, even if they fit the literary genre of “fantasy.” Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings Trilogy amounts to 1216 pages of beautiful imagery, but relatively few of the pages are about magic, let alone imbued with magic. Indeed, Tolkien’s trilogy is a self-consciously mythical representation of reality in the light of the Christian faith, something Rowling can’t claim. I find the “fantasy” comparisons of Tolkien and Harry Potter to be deeply flawed.

Fundamentally, Harry Potter indoctrinates young souls in the language and mechanics of the occult. The fact that the fake curses and hexes are not able to be reproduced because the “ingredients” are pure fantasy is beside the point. Curses are not pure fantasy. The fact that “curse” as such, and other elements of witchcraft, are presented in a glorified state throughout the Harry Potter series means that our kids’ minds are being introduced to and imbued with occult imagery.
Is indoctrination too strong a term? How about socialization? Should it not concern parents that Rowling only now, ten years after the introduction of the character Dumbledore, admitted that she intended this character to be “gay”? For goodness sake, this character is a father figure and a mentor in the books, and he falls in love with his evil arch-enemy! Rowling has said that her books were a “prolonged argument for tolerance” (Time, 10/20/07). Okay, so no indoctrination going on there, right?
The second dilemma for every Christian parent should be the perennial Halloween fest of negative imagination that these books generate. If Harry Potter is innocent fun, its literary spawn certainly are not. 
One trip to the Harry Potter section of a Borders bookstore (way before Halloween) gave me pause. Surrounding the Harry Potter rack in the children’s section of the store and in the front display were other titles that should raise the hair on the back of any parent’s neck. I recount just a few titles here: Dark Possession, The Wheel of Darkness, The Care and Feeding of Spirites [sic], The Night of the Soul Stealer, The Thief Queen’s Daughter, Blade of Fire, Secrets of Dripping Fang, My Father’s Dragon, The Dark Hills Divide, Peter and the Shadow Thieves, Soul Eater, Chronicles of Ancient Darkness, Vampirates Tide of Terror, Nightmare Academy, Enter the Portal to Monster and Mayhem, Lyra’s Oxford (authored by vicious anti-Catholic Phillip Pullman of “Golden Compass” and “His Dark Materials” fame)…and others.
337 million copies of occult imagery are being consumed by our youth in the Harry Potter series alone. The books may be good writing, but the writing is about something dark dressed up as something fun. That’s a great way to get kids hooked on the occult.

Vatican Paper Heaps Praise on Harry Potter Film 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-paper-heaps-praise-on-harry-potter-film
By Hilary White, Rome, July 14, 2009 
L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican's quasi-official newspaper, has heaped praise on the latest film adaptation of the Harry Potter series of children's books, criticised previously as spiritually dangerous by Pope Benedict XVI prior to his elevation to the pontificate. The review called the film, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince," the "most successful of the series" thus far. 

In his review in yesterday's Italian edition of the paper, Gaetano Vallini praised the film for promoting "friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving" and said that the kind of magic portrayed in the film is the same as magic in fairy tales. 

The new film and the books make clear, he said, "the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first."  "This is particularly true in the latest film. They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice," Vallini continued.

L'Osservatore Romano's praise for Harry Potter has been widely reported in the mainstream media in English, French, Italian, Spanish and Polish language sources. Making no distinction between official approval by an office of the Vatican and a newspaper movie review, The Daily Telegraph ran the headline, "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince praised by Vatican," and commented, "The Catholic Church has heaped praise on the latest Harry Potter film after previously accusing the books of promoting witchcraft and the occult." 

The Telegraph was only one among the many mainstream news sources to observe the unusual praise for Harry Potter by the Vatican's quasi-official newspaper. The Daily Mail ran the headline, "Vatican U-turn as it gives new Harry Potter film its seal of approval." Some reports noted the stark contrast between this week's Vallini review with comments on Harry Potter made in L'Osservatore Romano last year when the paper condemned the books for encouraging an interest in the occult among children. 

In January 2008, Edoardo Rialti wrote in L'Osservatore Romano that despite "superficially apparent common points" with such fantasy children's classics as the Lord of the Rings and the Narnia series, Harry Potter presents a "wrong model" for a hero. He referred to the "half truths" the books present on moral issues in which "the moral and spiritual structures are inverted or confused, a world in which evil is good."

"Despite the values that we come across in the narration, at the base of this story, witchcraft is proposed as a positive ideal," Rialti wrote. The film's negative characterisation of ordinary people as "Muggles" who "know nothing other than bad and wicked things is a truly diabolical attitude." 

The Vallini review appears to contrast too with the expressed opinion of Pope Benedict XIV on the danger to young people the books represent. In a 2003 letter, then-Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, as head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, wrote that the books presented "subtle seductions" that can "deeply distort Christianity" in children.

Cardinal Ratzinger was responding to the work of German journalist and religious writer Gabriele Kuby who had just published her 2003 book, "Harry Potter - Good or evil?"  

In a letter to Kuby dated March 7, 2003 Cardinal Ratzinger wrote, "It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly."
Advocates of the Catholic teachings on life and family, particularly as they pertain to the public sphere, are becoming increasingly dismayed by the shift in editorial tenor of the Vatican paper. 

In comments in late June on another article appearing in L'Osservatore Romano on the occasion of the death of American pop star Michael Jackson, US Catholic commentator Deal Hudson wrote that the paper is undergoing a "downward spiral" under its recently appointed editor-in-chief Giovanni Maria Vian. Hudson has been a vocal critic of the paper's glowing coverage of Barack Obama, presenting the virulently pro-abortion president as acceptable to Catholics. 

Also commenting on the Jackson article, American canonist and canon law professor Edward N. Peters, wrote that such anomalies as these in the paper's recent articles and editorials are a result of L'Osservatore Romano having "decided to become relevant. God help us."

Peters, a lecturer at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in Detroit and consultant on canonical issues in the US, wrote the Michael Jackson piece left "little sense that much of Jackson's work was sexually exploitative, at times quasi-obscene."

"If the Vatican wants a newspaper to provide a Catholic perspective on the world, fine. Item Number One on the to-do list, though, should be to find Catholics who can write and edit such a paper coherently. Anyone can lurch from gaff to gaff." 
Harry Potter and Dumbledore Used to Entice Fans into Activism for Maine Gay “Marriage” Push 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-and-dumbledore-used-to-entice-fans-into-activism-for-maine-gay 
By Peter J. Smith, Portland, Maine, October 16, 2009 
(LifeSiteNews.com) - "What would Dumbledore do?" is the slogan of the popular Harry Potter fansite called the Harry Potter Alliance, which aims to turn fans into activists for a better world. However, the fansite is now directing tweens, teens, and young adults into a new kind of activism: pushing same-sex "marriage" and it has now set its sights on Maine.

The Alliance has scheduled October 24 in Portland as a day of training in door-to-door activism to urge Maine voters to reject Prop. 1, which would overturn the law legalizing same-sex "marriage" by way of a "people's veto."  The event includes five hours of Potter-fans canvassing Maine voters with Maine Equality, a homosexual activist group. The event is called "Wrock 4 Equality" and begins and ends with concerts from the indie rock bands known as "Harry and the Potters" and "Draco and the Malfoys."

The Massachusetts-based Alliance has also contracted with MassEquality to recruit its Potter fan base into Potter telephone activists, who will call up Maine voters asking them to vote "No" on the people's veto of the state's same-sex "marriage" law.

The Alliance intends to have its activist fans take part in a one-day House Cup Competition and register in one of the four Hogwarts Houses: Ravenclaw, Gryffindor, Slytherin and Hufflepuff. The event employs a point-system - 5 points per call, 15 points for knocking on a door, and 20 points for speaking directly with an individual.

The effort also features Irish actress Evanna Lynch, 18, who plays the character Luna Lovegood in the Potter Films. 

The Harry Potter Alliance is the brain-child of 29-year-old Andrew Slack. The site urges fan to interpret current events in light of the lessons of Harry Potter and sets up Potter's mentor, the wizard Albus Dumbledore, as a moral teacher. Interestingly, the author of the Harry Potter books, J.K. Rowling, had stated in response to a question from a fan in October, 2007, that Dumbledore was homosexual. 

Andrew Slack makes clear that the Alliance intends to be "Dumbledore's army in the real world" and the fight against the "Dark Arts in the real world" includes not only poverty, genocide, and disease - but traditional marriage as well.

For over the past nine months, Andrew Slack has used the star-power of Harry Potter to attempt to motivate Potter fans to lobby against ballot measures designed to preserve the traditional institution of marriage as the union of a man and a woman and the natural environment for the rearing of children. 

The Alliance did not succeed in its efforts to overturn Prop 8 in California, but with the electorate so sharply divided in Maine, it tells its members that their involvement can have a decisive influence in that state.

In November, Maine voters will vote either "yes" or "no" on Prop. 1, which reads: "Do you want to reject the new law that lets same-sex couples marry and allows individuals and religious groups to refuse to perform these marriages?" 

The latest poll results from the Portland-based Pan Atlantic SMS Group shows that 51.8 percent of voters would vote "no" on Prop. 1, while 42.9 percent would vote "yes".  5.2 percent report they are "undecided." The poll carries a margin of error of plus or minus 4.9 percent.

Harry Potter expert criticizes Vatican newspaper’s glowing review of Deathly Hallows 2

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-expert-criticizes-vatican-newspapers-glowing-review-of-deathly 

By John-Henry Westen, Vatican City, July 18, 2011 
“The positive review of the latest Harry Potter film in L’Osservatore Romano is symptomatic of serious problems in the condition of many modern Catholics,” Michael D. O’Brien, author of “Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture,” told LifeSiteNews last week. 

In its review, the Vatican newspaper had called the film an “epic,” a “saga of unequalled planetary success,” and “another blockbuster.” The review is being reported by other Catholic services such as Catholic News Service and Canada’s Catholic Register, among many others - minus the balance of concerns that have been expressed about the Potter series by Christian critics.
While prior to becoming pope, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger had expressed concern over the Potter books, the unsigned review in the Vatican newspaper says of the new film: “As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted.”

O’Brien argues that the Vatican newspaper’s review springs from a “habit of making a split between faith and culture, and most strangely by straining to praise fundamentally disordered cultural material.”

The L’Osservatore Romano review, said O’Brien, begs the questions “Who is behind the editorial policies at the Vatican’s newspaper? Why would they posit as good a tale about a violent, morally confused sorcerer as a Christ-figure? Why, moreover, have they simply ignored Pope Benedict’s critical insight into the Potter series?”

In two letters first translated and published online by LifeSiteNews.com, Cardinal Ratzinger wrote to a German writer of a book critically analyzing the Potter series. “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” he wrote.

However, praise for the latest Potter film also came from the National Catholic Register which characterized it as “something approaching greatness.”

Cardinal Ratzinger’s was not the only Vatican voice to express grave concern over Potter.  The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Rev. Gabriele Amorth, has repeatedly condemned the Harry Potter novels.  In 2006 he said, “You start off with Harry Potter, who comes across as a likeable wizard, but you end up with the Devil … By reading Harry Potter a young child will be drawn into magic and from there it is a simple step to Satanism and the Devil.”

O’Brien, regarded around the world as an expert on children’s fantasy literature, explained the tendency for confusion. “All too often, when cultural material arrives in intense pleasure-inducing forms, and contains some positive ‘values’ mixed with highly toxic messages in its role modeling and its anti-values, we are easily seduced. To believe that the Potter message is about fighting evil is superficial. On practically every page of the series, and in its spin-off films, evil is presented as ‘bad’, and yet the evil means by which the evil is resisted are presented as good.”

O’Brien warns, “As charming as Harry may be (and in the films he is much more charming due to the persona of the actor who plays the role), he is a type or metaphor of Antichrist, mutating Christian symbols and then absorbing them into a more dangerous worldview — moral relativism saturated in the symbology of evil and various manifestations of the occult.”

“In the novels,” says O’Brien, “Harry is called ‘the Chosen One.’ He chooses to rise from the dead. He defeats evil with the instruments and gnostic powers of sorcery, wielding the ultimate instrument with which he saves the world because he has become ‘Master over Death.’ At the climax of the seven-volume Potter epic, having saved the world from evil, the resurrected Harry is treated with reverent awe, various characters pressing forward to touch him, ‘their leader and symbol, their saviour and their guide.’”
Michael O’Brien responds to his critics on Harry Potter - Preview
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/michael-obrien-responds-to-his-critics-re-harry-potter-intro 
By Steve Jalsevac, July 26, 2011

Exclusive LifeSiteNews Interview on July 20, 2011
Editor’s Note: The July 18 LifeSiteNews story, Harry Potter expert criticizes Vatican newspaper’s glowing review of Deathly Hallows 2, was widely read and elicited many comments both pro and con, especially regarding the statements of Potter critic Michael O’Brien. In response to this, LifeSiteNews conducted an additional, in-depth interview with O’Brien to allow him to expand on his views and respond to some of the many comments readers posted beneath the story. 
In the interview O’Brien explains why he became involved in critiquing the Harry Potter series, his views on why the series has become so popular and the astonishing and at times hateful criticism that Potter critics have received, such as O’Brien himself being called “the anti-Christ” by a Potter fan. O’Brien also answers the question of what he means by “the evil means” used by Harry to defeat Voldemort, why Harry Potter is not just “entertainment”, why it is appropriate for LifeSiteNews to cover the Harry Potter issue, how Rowling’s pro-homosexual views may be reflected in the novels, and more: 
LIFESITENEWS: How did you become involved in critiquing Harry Potter in the first place? What sparked that interest?
O’BRIEN: As the editor of a Catholic family magazine in the early 1990s I began to receive letters from parents asking my opinion on a new phenomenon that was appearing in children’s literature, with greater frequency. I really had no opinion on it, and then well-meaning people began to give such books to our children for birthday presents, or urged them upon our family, and I thought, “Well, thank you, but I think I’ll take a closer look at the material first.” 

The more I read, and the more I researched, the more I realized there was a radical change happening in the literature, and culture in general, and especially in material aimed at young people. Certainly, the themes were increasingly violent, although to some degree children’s literature has always had an element of violence. 

More worrisome was the corrupting of Western civilization’s traditional symbols of good and evil, and also the growing presentation of occult powers as the way to defeat evil, as though occult powers were morally neutral.
LIFESITENEWS: So this is more than just about Harry Potter. There were a number of other book series as well.
O’BRIEN: Yes, this has been going on for quite a long time. Some influential writers have promoted these themes, beginning in the 1950s and accelerating, until with the appearance of Harry Potter we have a worldwide phenomenon of unprecedented power and grip on the imagination of a generation. 
Potter is unique in the history of literature; nothing like it has ever happened before.

LIFESITENEWS: How do you account for it? What has made it so popular?
O’BRIEN: Part of it is due to the fact that J.K. Rowling is a talented storyteller, but she has also used the style and technique of modern television and cinema media, which seizes the imagination by pummelling it, bombarding it with powerful stimuli, in a rapid pace, with plenty of emotional rewards. So, in the matter of style alone she has made a major change in the way stories are told, and how they are read. 

Most important, she has taken the paganization of children’s culture to the next step, in which sorcery and witchcraft—traditionally allied with supernatural evil—is now presented as morally neutral. In the hands of “nice” people it’s an instrument for good. In the hands of not-nice people it’s an instrument for evil. She has shifted the battle lines between good and evil, which can have a disorienting effect, especially on the young who are in the stage of formation. 

Regardless of how wildly imaginative it may be, good fantasy points us towards ultimate reality, “the moral order of the universe” as J.R.R. Tolkien called it. Corrupt fantasy points us, or forms us, in a consciousness that can lead to thinking that evil is good and good is evil. In the worst case, this may have long range effects, prompting the reader intuitively, subconsciously, to do evil while thinking they’re doing good. 

All my critique is about the potential. Nobody whom I know is saying that those who read Potter are destined to plunge into actual witchcraft or sorcery. However, studies conducted by the Barna research group revealed a twelve percent increase in occult activities among Christian students in the U.S.A. after reading the Potter series, and which the students themselves attributed to the books. Serious critics also raise concerns about other effects of saturating the mind in symbols of evil and adventures in which evil and good are redefined.
LIFESITENEWS: Regarding the various types of children’s literature that you’ve critiqued, I gather the strongest reaction by far that you have received has been in response to your writings and comments on the Potter series. Is that correct?
O’BRIEN: Overwhelmingly.

See the Complete, in-depth interview here 
Review of Michael O’Brien’s Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture

http://www.theotokos.org.uk/pages/breviews/dfoley/potter.html 
Donal Anthony Foley reviews Michael O’Brien’s Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture (Fides et Traditio Press, 2010, 278 pages)
This review appeared in the 29 July 2010 edition of the Wanderer
The False Romance of the New Paganism

The Canadian author and artist, Michael O’Brien, in his Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture, has written a forceful condemnation of the whole Harry Potter phenomenon, but without rancor or polemics, and in a reasoned and objective manner.

He begins by giving the reader a synopsis of all seven of the Potter books, noting that many pro-Potter commentators, including Christians, have seen the series as essentially healthy with entertaining plots and charming characters. But as he notes, these details are mixed with repulsive aspects at every turn: disgusting spells and bodily functions are described in detail, while rudeness abounds. And as the series progresses, sexual content becomes more explicit, as the general tone becomes darker. He argues, though, that regarding Rowling’s work, “The most serious problem is the use of the symbol world of the occult as her primary metaphor, and occultic activities as the dramatic engine of the plots.”

Harry Potter himself is no paragon – indeed he is consistently guilty of objectively immoral acts, including habitual rule-breaking, indulging a violent temper, lying and deceiving others, brooding about revenge, and actual deeds of vengeance. O’Brien points to the paradox that most readers are drawn to Harry despite these serious character flaws. 

Moreover, he argues that Rowling has created a world where the boundary between good and evil has been shifted, given that Harry and many of the other “good” characters use the same powers - although on a lesser scale - as the really evil characters such as Voldemort. 

But the stance of the Church and the Bible has always been that such powers are essentially evil and that there is no justification for their use.

O’Brien then deals with other critical responses from those who have investigated the Potter phenomenon, including people who have been involved in occult activities, and who realize from bitter experience just how dangerous the Potter books are. He also points to the explosion in interest in witchcraft and sorcery over recent years, and the easy accessibility of such material in bookstores and on the internet. And these criticisms have not come just from Christian sources – secular reviewers have also taken Rowling to task for, amongst other things, her undemanding, cliché ridden style, and for the way the Potter books psychologically manipulate their readers to accept witchcraft and sorcery as wholesome.

In traditional fairy tales, magical elements have always been present, but within an overall world-view which clearly separated good and evil – for example, traditionally witches were always regarded as abhorrent. 
The same has been true of works by J. R. Tolkien or C. S. Lewis; but in the Potter series, the problem is “not the presence of magic … but how the magic is represented.”

O’Brien also looks at the way ancient Gnostic ideas have been revived in our own society, and sees the Potter books as a vehicle for this type of thinking, given their rich symbolism which echoes that of ancient Gnosticism. And by redefining ancient symbols such as dragons, casting them not as essentially evil, but as morally neutral, O’Brien argues that Rowling’s series of books has had the cumulative effect of dissolving “the parameters of our traditional symbol world, with the resulting shift of our moral judgments into a zone dominated by feelings.”

Likewise he looks at the powerful subliminal effect which modern cinema and TV can have on our perceptions, noting that the screen persona of Harry Potter has been portrayed in a much more wholesome way than the much darker picture found in the books. And these are also very much subversive of traditional authority, including the authority of Father figures. O’Brien sees Harry as a hybrid of “hero and anti-hero,” and contrasts him with Tolkien’s Frodo, who is a genuine hero, albeit one not without flaws.

For O’Brien, the Potter series presents a warning sign that our culture is being undermined and that a new paganism, far more potent and powerful than its ancient counterpart, is being ushered into the modern world. Gradually, standards have been lowered, and material which would once have been seen as highly objectionable is meekly accepted as “just the way things are.” And if anyone does object, they are labeled as old fashioned or, worse, a “fundamentalist.”

In the second half of the book, O’Brien discusses other contemporary works which have followed in the wake of Harry Potter, including some films, and also the Twilight series of vampire novels written by Stephenie Meyer, which he characterizes as: “poorly written teen romances, pulp fiction with a twist of supernatural horror combined with racing hormones and high school boy-girl relationships.” As with some of the symbolism in the Potter books, in this series, which posits “good” and “bad” vampires, he argues that we have a “cultural work that converts a traditional archetype of evil into a morally neutral one.”

And this blurring of the lines between good and evil has been taken a step further by Philip Pullman, in his fantasy trilogy, His Dark Materials, which is also analyzed by O’Brien. Pullman has quite explicitly set out to undermine the Christian moral order, and has described himself as “of the devil’s party.” He has created an imaginary world governed by the “Magisterium,” an authoritarian religious organization, and thus it is clear that his main target is the Catholic Church. 

As O’Brien says: “Pullman has his tens of millions of young readers. Rowling has her hundreds of millions. But Rowling has played a major role in paving the way for Pullman. Both have pushed and warped the poles in men’s minds. They exercise complementary functions in the deformation of the contemporary imagination, and their differences are only in degree, not in kind.”

The essentially negative effect of the Potter books is also shown by their excessive focus on death and dying, with many of these deaths being violent and gratuitous, a fact acknowledged by Rowling herself: “My books are largely about death. They open with the death of Harry’s parents … [and] there is Voldemort’s obsession with conquering death and his quest for immortality at any price, the goal of anyone with magic.” 

Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture work is a cogent and convincing criticism of Rowling’s creation, and any parent who is concerned about the spiritual welfare of their children would be well advised to take note of Michael O’Brien’s persuasive and timely arguments.
Book Teaser: ‘Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture’ by Michael O’Brien
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/book-teaser-harry-potter-and-the-paganization-of-culture-by-michael-obrien
Reviewed by John-Henry Westen, June 17, 2010 
Master story-teller and artist Michael O’Brien – the man to whom CNN went when they needed comment on Harry Potter - has penned the definitive work assessing the Potter phenomenon.  This book is essential reading for all parents whose children have read or are considering reading the wildly popular offerings by J.K. Rowling and similar works such as Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight series.

Although an analytical work, the reader will be captivated from the must-read preface.

O’Brien’s earlier work, “A Landscape with Dragons,” delineated authentic Christian fantasy literature from its counterfeits.  Now, in “Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture,” he fascinatingly contrasts Potter-world with C.S. Lewis’s Narnia and Tolkien’s “The Lord of the Rings,” and the character of Harry Potter with Frodo Baggins.

O’Brien’s analysis will enable parents whose children have consumed Potter to comprehend the problematic messages which have been fed their children and give them the points and arguments which can serve as the antidote.

The book goes beyond Potter, however, to address other bestselling series such as “Twilight” by Stephenie Meyer and Phillip Pullman’s “The Golden Compass.”

In addition to these and other fantasy books, O’Brien reviews the films which they have spawned.

In all, the author’s new book teaches Christians how to discern harmless fantasy literature and film from that which is destructive to heart, mind and soul.

Those wishing to purchase a copy of the book may get FREE worldwide shipping and a 10% discount by noting “LSN discount” at the final stage of the purchase process and wait for the email acknowledging your discount prior to completing payment. (Each book purchased will also result in a donation to LifeSiteNews.com) Click here.
Harry Potter et l'ordre des ténèbres
Harry Potter and the Order of Darkness
By Mikael, Mona (2007). . Cadillac: Editions Saint-Remi ESR. p. 446. ISBN 978-2-84519-707-7.
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Harry Potter: Initiation into Wicca, Witchcraft & the Occult

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iKfFnABBis&list=PLE833DD5AE6F6227E 06:04
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Harry Potter Witchcraft Repackaged Interview The 700 Club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUlNjr9NXrA&list=PLE833DD5AE6F6227E&index=2 09:53
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Harry Potter Books Exposed by Ex Witch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojh6bvUMAD8&index=3&list=PLE833DD5AE6F6227E 03:45
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J.K. Rowling hints at gay relationship in new Harry Potter prequel

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/j.k.-rowling-hints-at-gay-relationship-in-new-harry-potter-prequel
By Claire Chretien, November 11, 2016

Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling suggested that the series' new prequel film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them will feature a same-sex relationship between prominent characters.

In 2007, Rowling said she always viewed Albus Dumbledore, the wizarding school's wise, gifted headmaster, as gay.

Dumbledore is a Gandalf-like character and mentor to the series' protagonist.

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them will feature Dumbledore "as a younger man and quite a troubled man," Rowling said at a press conference on Thursday. "As far as his sexuality is concerned ... Watch this space."

"He wasn't always the sage," according to Rowling, "We’ll see him at that formative period of his life."

She said there will be "lots to unpack" in Dumbledore's youthful friendship with one of his contemporaries, who later turns evil. Rowling suggested the sequel to Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them will feature the same-sex relationship in more depth.

"I can't tell you everything I would like to say because this is obviously a five-part story so there’s lots to unpack in that relationship," she said.

Rowling is the screenwriter of the latest movie productions in the Harry Potter franchise.

The fan group Harry Potter Alliance is well-known for its gay advocacy. Rowling frequently speaks out on behalf of liberal causes. She strongly opposed Brexit. 

Critics of Harry Potter, such as the late Vatican exorcist Father Gabriel Amorth and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, say the series' subversive themes can negatively predispose children to curiosity about the occult.

Re: "Bulgarian church warns against the spell of Harry Potter", Ecumenica News International, Clive Leviev-Sawyer (2004)
http://atheistjewoftheus.blogspot.com/2013/10/harry-potter-controversies-and-hp.html
October 13, 2013

In 2002, the Greek Orthodox Church authorities in Thrace released a statement denouncing the Harry Potter books as Satanic, saying that they "acquaint people with evil, wizardry, the occult and demonology." The statement also criticised the purported similarities between Harry Potter and Jesus Christ, saying, "It is beyond doubt that Harry was made to resemble a young savior. Upon his birth people try to kill him, he is forever subjected to injustice but always supernaturally manages to prevail and save others. Let us reflect, who else … is held to be the unjustly treated God?"[9] In June 2004, soon after a native Bulgarian, Stanislav Ianevski, had been cast to portray the character Viktor Krum in the film adaptation of Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, the Bulgarian Orthodox Church printed a front-page article in their official newspaper, claiming that "magic is not a children's game," and that the holy Synod had advised that a church in Sofia hold special liturgies every Thursday to cure those afflicted by spells or possessed by evil spirits. Pamphlets were posted throughout the city, claiming that reciting a Harry Potter spell "is as if you are praying to evil", and that "God hates magic."

9. "Church: Harry Potter film a font of evil". Kathimerini. 2003
Re: "Church: Harry Potter film a font of evil". Kathimerini. 4 March 2003.
Church: Harry Potter film a font of evil 
http://www.ekathimerini.com/11278/article/ekathimerini/news/church-harry-potter-film-a-font-of-evil 

Church authorities in Thrace are determined to take the magic out of Harry Potter, as the latest film featuring the fictional teenage English magician opened in the area.

In a statement yesterday, the Orthodox see of Didymoteicho quoted international Potter-bashers to argue that H.K. Rowling’s books encourage children to visit Satanist websites, while their hero has ersatz Christ-like attributes.

“(The books and films) acquaint people with evil, wizardry, the occult and demonology,” the announcement said. “It is beyond doubt that Harry was made to resemble a young savior. Upon his birth people try to kill him, he is forever subjected to injustice but always supernaturally manages to prevail and save others. Let us reflect, who else... is held to be the unjustly treated God?”

Greece has no tradition of children’s books about sorcery and magic, a long-established genre in English literature.

Harry Potter – Witchcraft repackaged!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlqDaV5h0LU 1:00:06

Harry Potter and the Bible: The Menace behind the Magick 

Richard Abanes, Christian Publications, Inc., www.christianpublications.com, 2001
https://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Bible-Menace-Behind/dp/0889652015
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What’s a Christian got to do with Harry Potter?

Connie Neal, 2001
https://www.amazon.com/Whats-Christian-Do-Harry-Potter/dp/1578564719/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=S1PYSMZ69TZCPJ2TH7RE  
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"Harry Potter: Harmless Christian Novel or Doorway to the Occult?"

http://www1.cbn.com/onlinediscipleship/harry-potter%3A-harmless-christian-novel-or-doorway-to-the-occult%3F
By Belinda Elliott
With the release of the newest Harry Potter film this week, and the upcoming final book in the series just days away, the debate about Harry Potter is heating up again. Some parents have called for the books to be banned, while others – including some Christians – have embraced the fantasy series. In fact, many fans of the series have argued that the books are actually Christian novels that are valuable for children to read. Author Richard Abanes says this couldn’t be further from the truth.

In his book, Harry Potter, Narnia, and the Lord of the Rings: What You Need to Know About Fantasy Books and Movies, he discusses why the J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series is vastly different from the Christian-based works of C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien. I recently had the opportunity to speak with Richard about his book. Read the interview below.
CBN.com: What led you to write this book?
RICHARD ABANES: Well, this Harry Potter controversy, I thought was going to be dying down, but over the years it has continued to be talked about and there are many individual opinions on it. With the new book coming out, I felt that I needed to address these issues again since my last book, Harry Potter and the Bible. There has continued to be these myths about Harry Potter that it is not harmful at all, that it is absolutely wonderful. I felt like that needed to be addressed because there is a movement within Christianity now, within the Christian church, of a small group of people who are trying to say that the Harry Potter books are actually a Christian series just like the The Chronicles of Narnia series and the Lord of the Rings series. I felt this needed to be addressed because it is not an accurate picture of what the Harry Potter books are.

CBN.com: You discuss in the book how fantasy can be used for teaching. What is it about fantasy that you find valuable?
ABANES: I love fantasy. I’m a big fantasy fan and science fiction fan. Fantasy is a wonderful way to communicate truths to children. There are various concepts that are biblically sound, that you can put in terms that they can understand -- issues like integrity, honesty, bravery, courage, forgiveness -- and you find these things in books like The Chronicles of Narnia and the Lord of the Rings. And that is why you have to be careful about fantasy as well. Even though it is great, fantasy can, like anything that is powerful, be used in a way that is detrimental to kids. That is when you have fantasy that talks about values that are not biblically sound -- disobedience, lack of respect for things, sort of a moral relativism -- and these are things that come across in fantasies like the Philip Pullman books, and the Harry Potter books. And in Philip Pullman, which many children are reading, we have very anti-Christian views being expressed, so that can be dangerous as well.

CBN.com: How can parents tell the difference and evaluate whether a book is a good type of fantasy or a bad type of fantasy?
ABANES: First, you have to know your kid. You have to know what the maturity level of your child is and how they are going to be affected by fantasy. If they tend to emulate things a lot, copy things they see on television or in books, then you know that they are very prone to that kind of influence, and you have to be very careful. One of the things you want to look at is what is the overall message that is coming forth from a book or from a movie? What are the characters doing in the movie or in the book? You can have bad characters doing bad things in any kind of fantasy, that is fine, but how does the story portray that bad behavior? Is it exalting it? Is it making it look fun? Or is it showing how that is not good? That’s one of the main ways you can do that. And when it comes to spiritual issues, how closely does something like things of the occult appear in a book that is very similar to what you find in the real world?

CBN.com: You mentioned Philip Pullman and the series of books that he has written. When did children’s fiction become so dark? Is this a new trend?
ABANES: It is. It is a very new trend for children’s fiction to be dark, to be sinister, to be anti-Christian, to be filled with occult imagery. That is something that actually started when there was a changeover in Hollywood from the classic portrayal of demons, witches, and things like that in a negative light. You started getting movies around the late 1980s and early 1990s that were starting to portray witchcraft, the occult, and the paranormal in a positive way. And that started piquing an interest of the community and of kids. You know, Hollywood targets children a lot because there is a lot of money to be made there. So that started this trend toward the popularity of that. Then you get the television shows, like “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” and “Charmed,” that presented these types of things in a very positive, fun, stimulating, exciting way, and that has caused this interest. Then there are books like the R.L. Stine books that have contributed greatly to this horror genre for children. That’s how that started.

CBN.com: In your book you discuss two types of magic found in these fantasy stories. What is the difference between the magic readers will find in The Chronicles of Narnia or the Lord of the Rings and the “magick” found in Harry Potter?
ABANES: One of the easiest ways to know whether a fantasy book or film has real world magick in it is to just ask a simple question: “Can my child find information in a library or bookstore that will enable them to replicate what they are seeing in the film or the book?” If you go to The Chronicles of Narnia and the Lord of the Rings what you see in, story magic and imagination, it is not real. You can’t replicate it. But if you go to something like Harry Potter, you can find references to astrology, clairvoyance, and numerology. It takes seconds to go into a bookstore or library and get books on that and start investigating it, researching it, and doing it. In fact, that’s why real Wiccans, real witches, and real occultists are using the popularity of Harry Potter to lure kids toward real world occultism. They actually have advertisements for their own books that use Harry Potter as their appeal.

CBN.com: There are some people who say children will not be drawn to the occult just because Harry Potter practices magick and spells, but you’ve found some research that suggests otherwise. What have you found?
ABANES: Right, even J.K. Rowling has said, “Well I’ve never met anyone who has come up to me and said they want to be a witch now.” But people are forgetting a very commonly known fact that children like to copy what they see. Children like to copy what they think is cool. We already have examples of kids going out and buying white owls because that is Harry’s owl in the movie. We’ve seen boarding school registrations sky-rocketing in England because Harry goes to a boarding school. So we have numerous examples of this copycat behavior. And the obvious question is, where is that going to stop? 
Isn’t it possible that kids out there are also copying and wanting to redo the stuff they are seeing in the films or reading in the books? And we have examples of that too. That’s all I’m saying, is be careful and don’t think that your children might not copy what they are seeing and might not want to emulate their hero and the things he is doing. Obviously, I’m not talking about flying on a broomstick, or making a pineapple dance across a table. People often hear what I say and they think, “That is so stupid of you.” But I’m not talking about that. I’m talking about real stuff that real kids can really copy, and that’s what the problem is.

CBN.com: In your book you discuss the authors of these three different series, C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and J.K. Rowling. How are these authors different?
ABANES: Tolkien and Lewis, of course, were devout Christians. J.K. Rowling does not seem to be. In fact, we have no statements from her at all that would indicate that she has made a profession for Christ, that she defines God the same way that Christians define God, or that she views Jesus Christ in the same way. There is nothing.

We also have moral relativism in her books, meaning if it feels good do it, as opposed to a biblical kind of morality that is throughout the Chronicles of Narnia and the Lord of the Rings. We see issues in those two series such as forgiveness, repentance, sacrifice, and these types of things. We might see some symbolism in the Harry Potter books that might be able to be interpreted -- if you pushed it -- in some sort of Christian way, but these same symbols also have occult and pagan meanings to them. Within the framework and the context of Harry Potter we see that this is probably what she is dealing with.

There is this whole movement within Christianity where people are trying to say that the Harry Potter books are Christian novels. And that is just untrue. You can’t interpret it that way. That is not the context of the story. That’s not what Rowling is in her real life and what she is trying to put across. And what is interesting is that these people who are saying that the Harry Potter books are Christian, are interpreting all these symbols in a Christian way, but in the exact opposite way that J.K. Rowling has herself explained. So they are contradicting the author herself, which is sort of silly.

CBN.com: What is your advice to parents about this? How should they approach the Harry Potter series?
ABANES: I would say first of all, I am not for book banning or book burning. I want to be really clear about that. I believe that parents need to simply have the right information before them, good solid facts about what is and what is not in the books, and then look to their kids and think about the child’s maturity level, whether the child tends to copy what they see, the age of the child, and then also how rooted and grounded that child may be in their faith. Once they get up into late teens and early adults, it is not really an issue anymore. I’m mostly concerned about kids who are as young as five and six years old who are being read these books and up into the early adolescent years. So I guess the simple answer would be that they need to know their kids and get involved and not just think here is a nice thick book that I can throw at them and have them read it for the next few hours. They need to be involved.

CBN.com: Do you think that a lot of parents are unaware at how easy it is to get books on witchcraft and spells, many of which are located right next to the Harry Potter books at bookstores?
ABANES: Absolutely. I don’t think parents understand first of all what is in Harry Potter. Secondly, I don’t think parents understand how closely what is in Harry Potter mirrors what is in the real world, and then how the real world books are being sold right up next to the Harry Potter books. There is this crossover where the Wiccans know it, the occultists know, the practitioners of all these things know it, and they are using that curiosity that kids have for all of this stuff now through Harry Potter to attract readers to their real world how-to manuals. I think many parents just don’t get that. They don’t understand.

CBN.com: What do you hope to see accomplished through this book?
ABANES: My goal is to cancel out the extremist views on Harry Potter and fantasy in general. I want people to know that there are concerns and dangers with fantasy literature, that we need to be careful, but at the same time fantasy can be wonderful for kids and is needed for kids. If we can find a middle of the road balance, that is what is most important. We need to not just cut everything out but to take care to look at what is good fantasy and what is bad fantasy. That is why I give examples of both kinds and explain them so parents can make a good decision.

"Harry Potter Sparks Rise in Satanism in Children"

https://entertainment.theonion.com/harry-potter-books-spark-rise-in-satanism-among-childre-1819565664
Lock Haven, PA, July 26, 2000

Ashley Daniels is as close as you can get to your typical 9-year-old American girl. A third-grader at Lock Haven Elementary School, she loves rollerblading, her pet hamsters Benny and Oreo, Britney Spears, and, of course, Harry Potter. Having breezed through the most recent Potter opus in just four days, Ashley is among the millions of children who have made Harry Potter And The Goblet Of Fire the fastest-selling book in publishing history.

And, like many of her school friends, Ashley was captivated enough by the strange occult doings at the Hogwarts School Of Witchcraft And Wizardry to pursue the Left-Hand Path, determined to become as adept at the black arts as Harry and his pals.
"I used to believe in what they taught us at Sunday School," said Ashley, conjuring up an ancient spell to summon Cerebus, the three-headed hound of hell. "But the Harry Potter books showed me that magic is real, something I can learn and use right now, and that the Bible is nothing but boring lies."

Ashley is hardly the only child rejecting God these days. Weeks after the release of Goblet, the fourth book in J.K. Rowling's blockbuster kid-lit series, interest in witchcraft continues to skyrocket among children. Across America, Satanic temples are filling to the rafters with youngsters clamoring for instruction in summoning and conjuring.

Over protests from Christian Right leaders, who oppose the books for containing magic—and, by extension, Satanic religious beliefs—millions of children are willing their bodies and souls to Lucifer in unholy blood covenants. In 1995, it was estimated that some 100,000 Americans, mostly adults, were involved in devil-worship groups. Today, more than 14 million children alone belong to the Church of Satan, thanks largely to the unassuming boy wizard from 4 Privet Drive.

"The Harry Potter books are cool, 'cause they teach you all about magic and how you can use it to control people and get revenge on your enemies," said Hartland, WI, 10-year-old Craig Nowell, a recent convert to the New Satanic Order Of The Black Circle. "I want to learn the Cruciatus Curse, to make my muggle science teacher suffer for giving me a D."

"Hermione is my favorite, because she's smart and has a kitty," said 6-year-old Jessica Lehman of Easley, SC. "Jesus died because He was weak and stupid."

But as wild as children are about Harry, no one is happier about the phenomenon than old-school Satanists, who were struggling to recruit new members prior to the publication of the first Potter book in 1997.

"Harry is an absolute godsend to our cause," said High Priest Egan of the First Church Of Satan in Salem, MA. "An organization like ours thrives on new blood—no pun intended—and we've had more applicants than we can handle lately. And, of course, practically all of them are virgins, which is gravy."
With membership in Satanic temples reaching critical mass in some areas, many children have been forced to start their own organizations to worship the Lord Of Lies. Houston 11-year-old Bradley Winters, who purchased Goblet Of Fire with his own allowance money at the stroke of midnight on July 8, organized his own club, Potterites To Destroy Jesus, with his neighborhood pals. An admission fee of $6.66 grants membership to any applicant willing to curse the name of God and have a lightning bolt carved into his or her forehead with an iron dagger.

"The Harry Potter books are awesome!" Winters said. "When I grow up, I'm going to learn Necromancy and summon greater demons to Earth."

It's more than just the kiddie set and Satanists, however, who are rejoicing over Harry's success. Educators nationwide are praising the books for getting children excited about reading.

"It's almost impossible to find a book that can compete with those PlayStation games, but Harry Potter has done it," said Gulfport (MS) Middle School principal Frank Grieg. "I have this one student in the fifth grade who'd never read a book before in his life. Now he's read Sorcerer's Stone, Prisoner Of Azkaban, Chamber Of Secrets, Goblet Of Fire, The Seven Scrolls Of The Black Rose, The Necronomicon, The Satanic Bible, The Origin Of Species—you name it."

Less pleased are Christian leaders, who see Pottermania as a serious threat to their way of life.

"Children are very impressionable," said Dr. Andrea Collins of Focus On Faith, a Denver-based Christian think-tank and advocacy group. "These books do not merely depict one or two uses of magic spells or crystal balls. We're talking about hundreds of occult invocations. The natural, intuitive leap from reading a Harry Potter book to turning against God and worshipping Satan is very easy for a child to make, as the numbers have shown."

"These books are truly magical," Collins added, "and therefore dangerous."

But such protests are falling on largely deaf ears, especially in the case of Harry's creator.

"I think it's absolute rubbish to protest children's books on the grounds that they are luring children to Satan," Rowling told a London Times reporter in a July 17 interview. "People should be praising them for that! These books guide children to an understanding that the weak, idiotic Son Of God is a living hoax who will be humiliated when the rain of fire comes, and will suck the greasy cock of the Dark Lord while we, his faithful servants, laugh and cavort in victory." 
Focusing on Tolkien, Harry Potter and Others - Council for Culture Joins in Event on English Literature 

https://zenit.org/articles/focusing-on-tolkien-harry-potter-and-others/ 
Vatican City, May 9, 2006

Writers, literary critics and Church figures are gathered in Rome to analyze 20th-century English literature and answer the question: "Is there an authentic distinction in literature between reality and fantasy?" These and other questions will be addressed during a study day on the theme "Catholicism and Literature in the 20th Century." 
This year the meeting, promoted by the Pontifical Council for Culture, and organized with the Institute of the Italian Encyclopedia, is being held in the institute's Igea Room, in Rome. The two-day meeting, the seventh of its kind, ends Wednesday. "From the literary point of view, did the 1900s see the triumph of realism or the return to fantasy?" asks a press statement from the pontifical council. "The century of Proust, Svevo and Joyce was also marked by the popular success of the sagas of Tolkien and Lewis, to say nothing of the two major literary phenomena at the dawn of the new millennium: 'Harry Potter' and 'The Da Vinci Code,'" it states. Two questions stand out among those that will be addressed at the meeting: "Is it possible to be discerning in the 'mare magnum' [vast sea] of fantasy writing? And how does this task connect to the spiritual and moral dimension of literature?" The meeting was presented today by Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Council for Culture. 
Focus on Newman Among the speakers are Oxford professors and writers Leonie and Stratford Caldecott, as well as Italian literary critics Paolo Gulisano and Andrea Monda, and Jesuit Father Gerald O'Collins, professor of theology at the Gregorian University. The meeting is highlighting in particular the writings of English Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890), whose influence was decisive on 20th-century literature. Graham Greene called him the "patron of Catholic novelists." 
Newman's "'children' are those authors who have managed to combine a taste for fantasy with adherence to the Christian vision," said the pontifical council's communiqué. "Some are well known, such as Tolkien and Lewis, but others, such as Chesterton, who died 70 years ago, deserve more attention." It added that the meeting is reflecting "critically on these authors in order to shed light on the media phenomenon connected to their works." 
The Subtle Magic of C.S. Lewis' Narnia - Michael Coren's Perspective as New Movie Looms 
https://zenit.org/articles/the-subtle-magic-of-c-s-lewis-narnia/  
Toronto, December 7, 2005 
"The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" may provide an opportunity for adults to talk about the faith, but don't expect children to notice the film's Christian themes. So says Michael Coren, author, columnist and broadcaster who recently wrote "C.S. Lewis: The Man Who Created Narnia" (Ignatius), a biography of Lewis written for teens. Coren told ZENIT how mostly adults will understand Lewis' subtle Christian allegory, and how "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" has the power to plant seeds of faith in kids just the same. 
Q: What do Catholics need to know about C.S. Lewis? 
Coren: They should know he wasn't a Catholic, but that doesn't mean he wouldn't have become one eventually. G.K. Chesterton became a Catholic in 1922 but had really been one for 20 years. Lewis was born in Belfast, in sectarian Northern Ireland, so he was raised anti-Catholic like most Protestant children there. He was a man of his background but his views were very Catholic: He believed in purgatory, believed in the sacraments, went to confession. Otherwise, he was the finest Christian apologist in modern times and could communicate the Gospel message in a thoughtful, accessible way. 
Q: How blatantly does C.S. Lewis use Aslan as the figure of Christ in the Narnia series? 
Coren: He does and he doesn't. Unlike many modern Christian writers, Lewis was subtle and implicit. When I read the book as a little boy I was overwhelmed by the greatness of it, but I didn't realize the Christian message until I was an adult. 
It's explicit when you're older, but I don't think we should necessarily be pointing it out to children; we can let them find it themselves. They don't need a running commentary. Let them read it and be overwhelmed by it and not realize what they're really getting at the moment. 
Q: What are some of the most notable parallels between Jesus and Aslan the Lion in "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe"? 
Coren: There are many in this book and the other six in the series, but some obvious ones are: the breaking of the stone table and the old law being shattered; how it is winter but never Christmas, and it doesn't become Christmas until Aslan arrives; how Aslan dies for a sinner, a little boy who represents everyone, and takes away his sins; and how Aslan comes to life again and re-creates the world. In the scene before Aslan's sacrifice for the little boy, Edmund, the White Witch says, "Because he has sinned, he is mine," and she intends to kill Edmund. And Aslan says, "But I can give myself in his place." She agrees to this and kills him, but then he is resurrected. 
Q: What can we learn from Lewis about the integration of popular fiction and Christian values? Do you hope modern writers might follow suit? 
Coren: J.K. Rowling has said that Lewis had a huge influence on her, yet many people have problems with Harry Potter. I've heard many writers say they've been influenced by Lewis and they try to copy him. It is often too similar; all these books are pale imitations. He was of his age and wrote at a specific time in history. Some of his characters would not translate into modern times. If someone wrote a book today with those characters, kids wouldn't be able to relate to them. He was a man of 1963. 
Q: What is the significance of another Christian film coming out of Hollywood, on the coattails of "The Passion of the Christ"? 
Coren: I don't think "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" is a "Christian" film; we have to be careful with calling it that. I don't believe "The Passion" produced this movie -- I think "The Lord of the Rings" did. 
What is more significant is why there have been no biblical movies after "The Passion." They could make a really bad movie and it would do well financially because there is such a hunger for Christian movies out there. 
But Hollywood would rather do anything than make a movie with Christian values. It is a wonder that nothing has come after "The Passion." 
Q: What are your hopes -- and fears -- for "The Lion"? Do you expect it to bear fruit as a witness to Christ and the Gospel message? 
Coren: I haven't been able to see any special early screenings of "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" up here in Canada; the Christian world is not as organized or influential like in the States. I will be going to the midnight screening on Dec. 8 with everyone else. I have no fears about the movie. There will always be some Christians who define their faith by what they are offended by, and nothing is ever pure enough for them. There will be people who say this or that is wrong, and some who think the movie should not have been made. I think the movie will be a helpful way to talk about Christianity. People will read Lewis, talk about faith and the movie and other good things. 
I read the book when I was 6 or 7. I wasn't raised in a Christian family and had no exposure to Christianity. Twenty years later I came into my faith and I am convinced the seeds were planted by that book. I believe my faith began then. But we can't expect someone to see the movie, have an evangelical experience, and come out of the theater on their knees and say "Save me!" We shouldn't think it will change everything -- what did "The Passion" change? They are only movies. The Holy Spirit can use a movie but it doesn't need to. 

Don Bosco and Harry Potter or A Fiendish elephant 
http://www.sspxasia.com/Newsletters/2001/Oct-Dec/Don_Bosco_and_Harry_Potter.htm 

Newsletter of the District of Asia, October-December 2001 (Biographical Memoirs, Vol. VII, page 212ff)
We are publishing here a dream of Don Bosco in the context of today’s craze about Harry Potter.  
Magic and witches can be very fun at the beginning, but soon or late they will turn very nasty.

From the very beginning of the Oratory, Don Bosco had started the custom of giving a spiritual strenna or gift to his boys and co-workers on the last day of the year.  It took the form of a motto or slogan to be practiced in the year then about to dawn. This custom is still kept by Don Bosco's successors upright is the Lord," says the psalmist: "He shows sinners the way, He guides the humble to justice, He teaches the humble His way." (Ps. 24:8-9). 

Since he had not been able to give the annual strenna to his pupils on the last day of the year 1862, Don Bosco promised to do so on the evening of the Feast of the Epiphany.  Therefore, on Tuesday, January 6, 1863, after the night prayers, as all artisans and students eagerly awaited him, Don Bosco mounted the platform and addressed them:

Tonight I should give you the strenna.  Every year around Christmas I regularly beg God to suggest a strenna that may benefit you all. In view of your increased number, I doubled my prayers this year. The last day of the year (Wednesday) came and went, and so did Thursday and Friday, but nothing came to me. On Friday night, January 2, I went to bed exhausted, but could not fall asleep. The next morning I arose from bed worn out and almost half dead, but I did not feel upset over it. Rather, I was elated, knowing from past experience that a very bad night is usually a forewarning that Our Lord is about to reveal something to me. That day I went on with my work at Borgo Cornalese; the next day, by early evening, I arrived back here. After hearing Confessions, I went to bed. Tired from my work at Borgo and from not sleeping the night before, I soon dozed off. Now began the dream which will give you your strenna.

The Enormous Elephant 
My dear boys, I dreamed that it was a feast day afternoon and that you were all busy playing, while I was in my room with professor Thomas Vallauri (a contemporary lexicographer, prominent literary man and dear friend of Don Bosco) discussing literature and religion. Suddenly, there was a knock at my door. I rose quickly and opened it. My mother - dead now for six years - was standing there. Breathlessly, she gasped, "Come and see! Come and see!"

"What happened?" I asked.

"Come! Come!" she replied.

I dashed to the balcony. Down in the playground, surrounded by a crowd of boys, stood an enormous elephant.

"How did this happen?" I exclaimed. "Let's go down!"

Professor Vallauri and I looked at each other in surprise and alarm and then raced downstairs. As was only natural, many of you had run to the elephant. It seemed meek and tame. Playfully it lumbered about, nuzzling the boys with its trunk and cleverly obeying their orders, as though it had been born and raised at the Oratory. Very many of you kept following it about and petting it, but not all. In fact, most of you were scared and fled from it to safety. Finally, you hid in the church. I too tried to get in through the side door which opens into the playground, but as I passed Our Lady's statue beside the drinking fountain and touched the hem of her mantle for protection, she raised her right arm. Vallauri did likewise on the other side of the statue, and the Virgin raised her left arm. I was amazed, not knowing what to think of such an extraordinary thing.

The Enemy of the Holy Eucharist
When the bell rang for church service, you all trooped in. I followed and saw the elephant standing at the rear by the main entrance. After Vespers and the sermon, I went to the altar, assisted by Fr. Alasonatti and Fr. Savio, to give Benediction. At the solemn moment when you all deeply bowed to adore the Blessed Sacrament, the elephant - still standing at the end of the middle aisle - knelt down too, but with its back to the altar.

Once services were over, I tried to dash out to the playground and see what would happen, but I was detained by someone. A while later, I went out through the side door which opens into the porticoes and saw you at your usual games. The elephant too had come out of the church and had idled over to the second playground where the new wing is under construction. Mark this well, because this is precisely the place where the grisly scene I am going to describe occurred.

At that moment, at the far end of the playground, I saw a banner followed processionally by boys. It bore in huge letters the inscription “Sancta Maria, succurre miseris! Holy Mary, help your forlorn children!” To everybody's surprise, that monstrous beast, once so tame, suddenly ran amuck. Trumpeting furiously, it lunged forward, seized the nearest boys with its trunk, hurled them into the air or flung them to the ground and then trampled them underfoot. Though horribly mauled, the victims were still alive. Everybody ran for dear life. Screams and shouts and pleas for help rose from the wounded. Worse - would you believe it? - some boys who were spared by the elephant, rather than aid their wounded companions, joined the monstrous brute to find new victims.

Under Her Mantle
As all this was happening (I was standing by the second arch of the porticle, near the drinking fountain), the little statue that you see there (the statue of the Blessed Virgin) became alive and grew to life-size. Then, as Our Lady raised her arms, her mantle spread open to display magnificently embroidered inscriptions. Unbelievably, it stretched far and wide to shelter all those who gathered beneath it. The best boys were the first to run to it for safety. Seeing that many were in no hurry to run to her, Our Lady called aloud, “Venite ad me omnes! Come all to me!” Her call was heeded, and as the crowd of boys under the mantle increased, so did the mantle spread wider. However, a few youngsters kept running about and were wounded before they could reach safety. Flushed and breathless, the Blessed Virgin continued to plead, but fewer and fewer were the boys who ran to her. The elephant, meanwhile, continued its slaughter, aided by several lads who dashed about, wielding one sword or two and preventing their companions from running to Mary. The elephant never even touched these helpers.

Meanwhile, prompted by the Blessed Virgin, some boys left the safety of her mantle in quick sorties to rescue some victims. No sooner did the wounded get beneath Our Lady's mantle than they were instantly cured. Again and again several of those brave boys, armed with cudgels; went out and, risking their lives, shielded the victims from the elephant and its accomplices until nearly all were rescued.

The playground was now deserted, except for a few youngsters lying about almost dead. At one end by the portico, a crowd of boys stood safe under the Virgin's mantle. At the other stood the elephant with some ten or twelve lads who had helped it wreak such havoc and who still insolently brandished swords.

Suddenly rearing up on its hind legs, the elephant changed into a horrible, long-horned specter and cast a black net over its wretched accomplices. Then, as the beast roared, a thick cloud of smoke enveloped them, and the earth suddenly gaped beneath them and swallowed them up.

Promises and Maxims
I looked for my mother and professor Vallauri to speak to them, but I could not spot them anywhere. Then I turned to look at the inscriptions on Mary's mantle and noticed that several were actual quotations or adaptations of Scriptural texts. I read a few of them:

Qui elucidant me vitam aeternam habebunt - They that explain me, shall have life everlasting. (Eccles. 24:31). 

Qui me invenerit, inveniet vitam - He who finds me, will find life. (Prov. 8:35).

Si quis est parvulus, veniat ad me - Whoever is a little one, let him come to me. (Prow 9:4). 

Refugium peccatorum - Refuge of sinners. 

Salus credentium - Salvation of believers.

Plena omnis pietatis, mansuetudinis et misericordiae - Full of piety, meekness and mercy. 

Beati qui custodiunt vias meas - Blessed are they that keep my ways. (Prow 8:32).

Avoid Foul Talk
All was quiet now. After a brief silence, the Virgin, seemingly exhausted by so much pleading, soothingly comforted and heartened the boys and, quoting the inscription I had inscribed at the base of the niche, “Qui elucidant me, vitam aeternam habebunt”, she went on:

“You heeded my call and were spared the slaughter wrought by the devil on your companions. Do you want to know what caused their ruin? Sunt colloquia prava: Foul talk and foul deeds. You also saw your companions wielding swords. They are those who seek your eternal damnation by enticing you from me, just as they did with some schoolmates of yours.

But “quos Deus diutius exspectat durius damnat - those for whom God keeps waiting longer, He punishes more severely.” The infernal demon enmeshed and dragged them to eternal perdition. Now, go in peace, but remember my words: Flee from companions who befriend Satan, avoid foul conversation, have boundless trust in me. My mantle will always be your safe refuge.”

Our Lady then vanished; only her beloved statuette remained. My deceased mother reappeared. Again the banner with the inscription, Sancta Maria, succurre miseris, was unfurled.  Marching processionally behind, the boys sang “Laudate Maria, O lingue fideli - Praise Mary, O ye faithful tongues.” Shortly afterwards, the singing waned and the whole scene faded away. I awoke in a sweat. Such was my dream.

My sons, now it is up to you to draw your own strenna. Examine your conscience. You will know if you were safe under Mary's mantle, or if the elephant flung you into the air, or if you were wielding a sword. I can only repeat what the Virgin said: “Venite ad me omnes - "Come all to me”. Turn to her; call on her in any danger. I can assure you that your prayers will be heard. Those who were so badly mauled by the elephant are to learn to avoid foul talk and bad companions; those who strive to entice their companions from Mary must either change their ways or leave the house immediately. If anyone wants to know the role he played, let him come to my room and I will tell him. But I repeat: Satan's accomplices must either mend their ways or go! Good night!

Don Bosco had spoken with such fervor and emotion that for a whole week afterward the boys kept discussing that dream and would not leave him in peace. Every morning they crowded his confessional; every afternoon they pestered him to find out what part they had played in the mysterious dream.

That this was no dream, but a vision, Don Bosco had himself indirectly admitted when he said: “I regularly beg God to suggest . . . A very bad night is usually a forewarning that Our Lord is about to reveal something to me.” Furthermore, he forbade anyone to make light of what he had narrated.

But there is more. On this occasion he made a list of the wounded and of those who wielded one or two swords. He gave it to Celestine Durando, instructing him to watch them. The cleric handed the list over to us, and it is still in our possession. The wounded were thirteen - probably those who had not been rescued and sheltered beneath Our Lady's mantle. Seventeen lads wielded one sword; only three had two. Scattered marginal notes next to a boy's name indicate an amendment of life. Also, we must bear in mind that the dream referred also to the future.

That it mirrored the true state of things was admitted by the boys themselves later on.
Lost Innocence: Movie Shows That Dark Has Arrived With a Spirit of Anti-Christ
https://www.spiritdaily.org/davinci2.htm 

Where have you gone, Barney Fife? Our nation turns its lonely eyes to you.
We know where Opie is -- this week, he is at Cannes, in the way of director Ron Howard -- and we know what he just did: that fellow who was the picture of innocence on The Andy Griffith Show and Happy Days has come to resemble a nation that was likewise innocent and has likewise turned a dark corner. He directed The Da Vinci Code. He needs our prayers, as do the actors involved.
It's all coming down, and you can feel it. We are starting to see more clearly what is what and who is who. At no other time in the nation's history would a movie based on such a harmful and blasphemous book garner this kind of attention. Movies like The Last Temptation of Christ were equally horrid but were shoved off into a genre of the avant garde.
But this is Opie and this is Sony Pictures and bashing Christianity and particularly -- viciously -- Catholicism has become such a norm that we can rightly be concerned about the rise of what many have foreseen for years.
There is the spirit of darkness. The stage is being set for a personage of evil. It is also being set for a purification that is going to tear down the artifice we have arrogantly constructed.
To openly besmirch Jesus -- to cast Him as the father of a child by Mary Magdalene -- and to openly promote the rise of the goddess (with which this evil book apparently concludes as almost an invocation) is the height of arrogance and strong testimony to the rampant atheism or at least antagonism toward Christians that led an actor in the movie, Ian McKellen, to brazenly state Wednesday that instead of a disclaimer on the movie noting that it is fiction, such a disclaimer should be placed on the Bible.

These are people taken seriously by the media and granted the type of respect that was formerly withheld from such ilk and afforded instead to movies like It's a Wonderful Life and The Bells of St. Mary's. 
Where have you gone, Jimmy Stewart? 
While a nun wearing a brown habit knelt at the red carpet at Cannes this week, praying, in protest, the glitterati of Hollywood looked down upon the crumpled woman and Howard said only that if the movie is likely to upset you, don't go see it. For those who long have seen the rise of anti-Christianity as a prelude to persecution, it is a time of concatenation. Perhaps the word is "precipitation." Evil is precipitating from dark clouds and will lead to a raucous future. It is hardly only this movie. It is books like Potter and theme parks based on a sorcerer's hat and upcoming films like Sacred Evil, along with the standard cartoons defaming the Pope and the biased media coverage of the Church. There is the whiff of persecution and the whiff of an evil personage who may take the stage in the not-too-distant future. Yet as the darkness materializes, so do images of Jesus -- more than ever, in a way that has been gradual but that is gaining momentum. Steadily, Christ is manifesting. He is increasing His Presence. Nature is groaning in anticipation of a manifestation -- however you want to interpret it. A revelation of the invisible is becoming visible. And it is occurring in nature. From Mexico comes the report of believers hiking by the hundreds into the mountains of southern Chiapas to view a rock that some say bears an image of Jesus. A 57-year-old Tzotzil Indian, Gregorio Gomez, discovered the image after a voice told him in a dream last month that he would find it, said the news. It is one of dozens of such recent stories. Ron, take note of that. Be careful. We will pray for you. We will pray for the country that has traveled so far since Opie. But caution, Ron. The Lord is real. He is good. The Da Vinci Code is evil. 
Opus Dei says it is just a passing episode. Let's hope so. The Vatican reportedly is in a "raging" debate on what to do about it. One Vatican Cardinal -- in charge of cultural affairs -- called the film a "shocking and worrisome" development. A survey indicates that it can have a profoundly negative effect on faith and in our view we face similar future challenges. That was Britain. In the U.S., another survey claimed it only affected five percent of people who have read the novel -- of which there are 45 million.
We tossed the book halfway through because of the aura it exuded (after glancing at that last page). We don't believe you are dark, Ron, but we do believe you are deceived and pray you will see your way out of it.
As for your advice about not seeing the movie, no worry there; we never had any such intention. 
Reports in Europe say that as Prefect, Benedict saw perils with Harry Potter

https://www.spiritdaily.org/popepotter.htm  
If reports out of Europe are accurate, Pope Benedict XVI has a negative view of the phenomenally popular novels by J. K. Rowling, who writes on the adventures of the young wizard named Harry Potter.
In recent years proponents of the occult novels, including many Catholics, have argued that they are only entertainment and have pointed to Father Peter Fleetwood, a priest who had been on the Pontifical Council for Culture and who at a press conference about the New Age indicated that he had no problem with the books. 
It was an off-handed remark in response to a question from a liberal reporter but because the priest was connected with a pontifical group, it led proponents to declare his remarks as the Vatican's (and hence John Paul II's) viewpoint. Suddenly, the Pope was declared as a fan of Harry Potter. "The Vatican Backs Harry Potter" and "The Vatican is Giving Two Thumbs Up to the Harry Potter Series" were among the headlines that quickly grabbed world attention. 
Of course, the Vatican never did take a formal stand on Potter (it was the view of a single priest), and in fact around the same time the official exorcist for the City of Rome, Gabriele Amorth, warned loudly -- including in The New York Times -- that the books could be dangerous. So did authors such Gabriele Kuby, a German sociologist who penned a book, Harry Potter - Gut Oder Böse ("Harry Potter, Good or Bad?") pointing out the hazards of books that glorify witchcraft. According to one review, it was Kuby's concern that Harry Potter may have the long-term aim of reducing inhibitions against the occult and that Hogwarts -- the school for witchcraft and sorcery -- "is a closed world of violence and horror, curses and bewitchment, racial ideology, blood sacrifice, gore, and possession -- an atmosphere that could be transferred to the young reader" (as indeed occult books often transfer negativity to the reader or viewer). The books are "counter-faith" – replacing Christianity with occult powers, Kuby has implied, adding that instead of a lesson on good winning over evil -- as many defenders describe the series – evil has grown stronger as the series has evolved. She argues that it was unconstitutional for churches to use the books in school, according to the review.
In 2003, Pope Benedict XVI, as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect for the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, reportedly wrote a letter to Kuby in which he lauded her work. In the letter Benedict applauded Kuby for "educating the public" and cited the apprentice magician's "subtle seduction," reports Ludger Lufthaus in Die Zeit, a German journal.
"It is good," wrote Cardinal Ratzinger, according to one translation, "that you carefully clarify any philosophical questions, especially those which may address important ecclesiastical concerns," adding that "subtle seduction of the heart and soul, albeit somewhat imperceptible, must be exposed wherever it is found."
In another translation the quote from the Pope in his letter to Kuby states: "It is good that you explain the facts of Harry Potter, because this is a subtle seduction, which has deeply unnoticed and direct effects in undermining the soul of Christianity before it can really grow properly."  Whatever the precise translation, this is big news not only because Cardinal Ratzinger is now Pope – leader of millions of Catholics who have read the books, or allowed their children to do so -- but because another major Rowling book is due in a few weeks and promises to be a blockbuster. Will Benedict, now that he is Pope, enter the fray? 
Many good Christians have decided that the Potter series is harmless and fret that opposing it paints Christians as Pentecostal-style "extremists." Even the film department of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops supported the last movie. But Kuby sees hidden agendas behind the world's most popular children's books. The world of humans is denigrated, summarized the reviewer, while the world of witches and sorcerers is glorified. Evil is good. Some point out that the Rowling books include actual wiccan incantations. 
Such allegations have caused an outcry by the likes of Hollywood.com and also a Welsh firebrand singer named
Charlotte Church -- who sang for the last Pope but apparently isn't too happy with the new one.  "Charlotte, who maintains she is a good Catholic girl, has attacked Benedict XVI -- and it's all over Harry Potter!" says a publication called Sky.com. "The 19-year-old 'Voice of an Angel' claims he is talking a bunch of old Hogwarts after he branded the books 'products of evil.' Potter fan Charlotte is quoted in the Sun as saying: 'I'm from a Catholic family. But I don't like this new Pope. He even wants to ban Harry Potter!'"
Oh, that he would.
Vatican newspaper says Harry Potter film champions values

http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/1102767.htm 

By Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service, Vatican City, July 12, 2011 
The last battle of the almost-grownup Harry Potter may be too scary for young viewers, but it champions the values of friendship and sacrifice, the Vatican newspaper said.

"The atmosphere of the last few episodes, which had become increasingly dark and ominous, reaches its pinnacle," said one of two reviews of "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2" printed July 12 in the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano.

The darkness "may disturb younger audiences," said reviewer Gaetano Vallini.

"Death, which was a rare occurrence (in the previous Harry Potter films) is the protagonist here," which is another reason the film may not be appropriate for everyone, he said.
"As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted. In a unique and long story of formation, through painful passages of dealing with death and loss, the hero and his companions mature from the lightheartedness of infancy to the complex reality of adulthood," he said.
Young people introduced to Harry Potter through the seven books by J.K. Rowling and the films based on them have grown with Potter and his friends, Vallini said, "and they certainly have understood that magic is only a narrative pretext useful in the battle against an unrealistic search for immortality."
In the second review, Antonio Carriero reaffirmed one point Vatican reviewers have made since the Harry Potter books first appeared in Italian: The story captured the imagination of millions of children around the world and got them reading books.
And, he said, the saga championed values that Christians and non-Christians share and provided opportunities for Christian parents to talk to their children about how those values are presented in a special way in the Bible.
Potter's archenemy, Lord Voldemort, "does not represent Satan, as it would be easy to think, but is a man who has made bad choices in his life," Carriero said.
Voldemort has chosen not to love others and sees himself as the center of the universe, he said.
Carriero said Voldemort is like many modern men and women who think they can do without God and without others, they don't believe in heaven, and yet they are the most frightened of dying.
"Eternal life is reached through death, not without it. And Harry Potter, although he never declared himself a Christian, calls on the dark magician to mend his ways, repent for what he has done and recognize the primacy of love over everything so he will not be damned for eternity," he wrote.
The "Deathly Hallows" demonstrates that "from the pure of heart like the young Harry, ready to die for his friends," come big lessons, Carriero wrote.
The film also teaches that "it's possible to change the world. It is Harry, with his inseparable friends, who demonstrates that it is possible to vanquish evil and establish peace. Power, success and an easy life do not bring the truest and deepest joys. For that we need friendship, self-giving, sacrifice and attachment to a truth that is not formed in man's image," the review said.

Prophecies on the “Potter” and the “Code”

By Fr. Joseph Aymanathil SDB, Kolkata
The Bible contains God’s message, both for those times when it was written as well as for the present times and for the times to come. There are prophecies hidden in the Bible that can be discovered even in today’s context. When we see the massive flooding of evil through the Potter series and through the Da Vinci Code, sure there must be some prophecies in the Bible about these manifestations of evil in the world. 

Prophecy on the Potter series 

Read Mathew chapter 27: 6-7, “But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver said, ‘It is not lawful to put the money into the treasury, since they are blood money’. After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood even to this day”. In the acts this is again recalled, “Now this man [Judas] acquired a field with the reward of this wickedness (…) and their field was called in their language Hakeldama or field of blood” (Acts 1: 18-19). The title “field of blood” and “Potter’s field” should be joined together and we get a prophetic expression applicable today.  

Is that Potter’s field a prophetic term for the Potter series of witchcraft and blood? There are certain words that are very suggestive - “Potter”, “Field” and “Blood” and “Burial ground”. The name Potter is today a common surname in English. The fact that it is found in the Bible and it has now become a part of the title of a book, one may say is accidental or coincidental. So it need not have a prophetic connotation.  But there are examples of prophecies in the Bible in connection with words that reoccur or are re-used with new meaning or application. Take the words, “Rahab”, “Harlot”, “Jezebel”, “Babylon”, “Leviathan”, “Gog”, “Magog” “Kedron Valley”, “Hagar”, “Ishmael”, “Son of Man”, “Molech”, “lamb”, “temple”, “serpent”, “dragon” and so on. All these words are re-used prophetically in another context as “types” with new meaning. If any of these words were to be used in the present day literary works or films as a title even by coincidence, it would not be wrong to make a scriptural and prophetic interpretation of such a word. 

Connecting the expressions “potter’s field” and “field of blood” of Mt. 27: 6-7 and Acts 1: 18-19, to the present “Potter” series (Potter’s world) of the occult and blood we find a lot of similarities.  

That “potter’s field” became a graveyard quite significantly. The graveyard symbolized the dwelling place of spirits both in the Scripture and in popular beliefs. For example the two Gadarene demoniacs (Mt. 8: 28-33, Mk. 5: 1-20, Lk. 8: 26 – 39) lived in the tombs. The graves are the places of abominable and occult practices. So Isaiah says about such unfaithful people, “Living among the graves and spending the night in caverns, eating swine's flesh, with carrion broth in their dishes” (Is. 65:4). St. Paul compares the mouths of liars to graves, “Their throats are open graves; they deceive with their tongues; the venom of asps is on their lips” (Rom. 3: 13) that is taken from Ps. 5:10, “Their throats are open graves; on their tongues are subtle lies”. Lies we know come from the evil one whose kingdom is of the underworld.   

The potter’s field that was bought with the price of blood was to be used for the burial of foreigners or gentiles who were more associated with the occult than the Jews. Some of those buried there might have died in strange circumstances without peace with God or men. That could have the made the graveyard all the more unholy.  So that potter’s field symbolized a world of the spirits and the occult. 

It was too a field bought with the price of innocent blood and made into a memorial to the worst crime ever done. That was the work of the evil one who is also responsible for the shedding of all the blood in the world, “a murderer from the beginning” (Jn.8: 44). His world is a world of blood, especially of the innocent.     

The Potter’s world created by the Harry Potter series is full of the occult and blood. Certain rituals involving blood and certain descriptions about drinking blood take the reader to a world of blood. There are many who buy that potter’s field when they go for the occult in the Harry Potter series, after betraying innocent blood, the blood of their redeemer Jesus. This may sound like a harsh and fundamentalist statement. But it is not far from the truth because the Harry Potter series enter into real occult with rituals over blood and once the occult is introduced the father of the occult, Satan too enters and he is the one who engineered the betrayal of the innocent blood of Jesus.  
It was that blood money that was used to buy the potter’s field. It was the field that was acquired as the reward of wickedness according St. Peter, “Now this man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness” (Acts 1: 18).

When a field is acquired as inheritance in the Scriptures it has a deep meaning. In the book of Jeremiah, there was a prophetic act of acquiring a piece of property in Anathoth (cf. 32:7). This was done to give hope to the people of Israel that they could once again buy property as their own after the days of punishment ware over. A field that was a heritage was really personal. So Naboth had rightly refused his field to king Ahab saying, "The LORD forbid,” Naboth answered him, “that I should give you my ancestral heritage”, (1 Kings 21:3). The field was therefore a personal inheritance. In that sense Judas’ inheritance was that field of blood acquired by his wickedness. Judas as an agent of the devil who as the enemy of God caused the death of the Son of God and with that money acquired the field of blood. That field of blood is where Satan has authority to reign and is in fact the world of Satan, which is exactly what the Harry Potter series are about. So there is a prophetic meaning in the word “Potter” when it denotes a series of books and films dealing with all that is evil, especially the occult.

The word “field” stands for “land” or the “earth” which meant life for the people of those days and which was like a deity for the people of those days. They even performed fertility cults to make the female earth become fertile. Today the female symbolism of the earth or nature has been given a sexy and occult meaning in certain “earth religions”. The earth commonly called as “mother earth” (Gaia) is for the followers of Neo-paganism and Wicca (a witchcraft religion) female as well as an occult symbol. They use the term “earth religion” to describe their religions because they worship the “mother-earth” with its seasons, wealth and nature and perform many secret rituals to worship the earth. They attach great importance to the seasons and hidden powers of the earth. They use herbal and mineral items drawn from the earth to give power to the human being. The earth in that sense is that base from which the occult sources are drawn. The author of the Harry Potter series has drawn her resources from these “earth religions” in a big way for her books. She is offering actually the “Potter’s field” of blood to many innocent readers through such religions that rely heavily on witchcraft. She uses actual spells, curses, charms, potions and rituals found in Wicca and Neo-paganism to charge her work with demonic power and introduce people into the graveyard of the Potter world.

Prophecy on the Da Vinci Code 

The next prophecy is about the Da Vinci Code. In brief the Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown denies the divinity and the moral integrity of Jesus. His book mixes fiction with dismembered historical truths and distorted facts that have been genetically doctored by him. He applies a strange combination of symbology (interpretation of symbols, codes and signs) and false documents to establish his own version about history. The basic agenda in the book is denying Jesus’ divine nature. To achieve this goal his main tool is deception. He perfects the art of deception by the falsification of history and through the utilization of false documents – for example his gospels are either Gnostic or purely apocryphal writings. To deceive the public he concocts stories and interprets whatever comes handy – nature, literature, rites, worship, art, buildings and anything on earth, through codes and symbols. This is nothing else but the agenda of the “father of lies”.

There are numerous prophecies about deceit and the “father of lies”. Who is the “father of lies” according to the Bible? John the Evangelist quotes Jesus’ words, “You belong to your father the devil and you willingly carry out your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks in character, because he is a liar and the father of lies” (Jn. 8:44).  As corroboration there are many other references: 

“I write you these things about those who would deceive you” (1Jn. 2:26). 

“They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and revered and worshipped the creature rather than the creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” (Rom. 1: 25). 

“Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the unchaste, the murderers, the idol-worshipers, and all who love and practice deceit” (Rev. 22: 15). 

“Who is the liar? Whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ, Whoever denies the Father and the Son, this is the antichrist” (1 Jn. 2: 22). 

“Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the lawless one is revealed, the one doomed to perdition”. (2 Thess. 2: 3). 

“Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions through the hypocrisy of liars with branded consciences (1 Tim. 4: 1-2).
The Antichrist’s main target is Jesus Christ the Son of God. He does not mind if we accept Jesus Christ just as a human being or even an enlightened being as the Da Vinci Code says, “Jesus Christ was a mortal prophet”. The antichrist does not acknowledge Jesus Christ says John in the Revelations, “And every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus, does not belong to God. This is the spirit of the antichrist that, as you heard, is to come, but in fact is already in the world” (1 Jn. 4: 3).  John warns that the antichrist is clearly against the belief in the incarnation of the Son of God. “Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh; such is the deceitful one and the antichrist” (2 Jn. 1: 7). 

The original personality of the antichrist is described in the book of Revelations (Apocalypse) when it says, “The dragon and its angels fought back, but they did not prevail and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. The huge dragon, the ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, who deceived the whole world, was thrown down to earth, and its angels were thrown down with it”, (Rev. 12: 9). After the dragon there are two beasts that come up, one from the sea and the other from the land. 
“Then I saw a beast come out of the sea with ten horns and seven heads; on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads blasphemous names” (Rev. 13:1). The second beast is from the earth.  “Then I saw another beast come up out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb's but spoke like a dragon”, (Rev. 13:11).

The sea and land are two major domains of evil, symbolically speaking. The two beasts are agents of the great dragon or Satan. Deceit is the main programme of these two beasts. About the first beast it is written, “The beast was given a mouth uttering proud boasts and blasphemies” (Rev. 13:5), in other words arrogant and deceitful words. About the second beast too, deceit is the characteristic.  “It deceived the inhabitants of the earth with the signs” (Rev 13:14).

The mysterious number 666

One of the beasts in the apocalypse has a secret number that has prophetic symbolism. It is a mysterious name and so John writes, “Wisdom is needed here; one who understands can calculate the number of the beast, for it is a number that stands for a person. His number is six hundred and sixty-six” (Rev. 13: 18). That beast “forced all the people, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to be given a stamped image on their right hands or their foreheads” (Rev.13: 16). In those days the number meant a person but for later times it stands for evil personified and present in all its agents. 

Many have tried to interpret the meaning of the number 666. Certain satanic groups have welcomed that number as their own identity mark and take delight in the fact that Satan has a number that can frighten others. It is not for us to make a categorical conclusion about this mystery. But there is a hidden meaning that points to the evil one. 

The interpretation of the number 666 on the beast and the mark the beast tattooed on the right hand and forehead of its subjects should be connected together. The 666 is a special secret code and had its own meaning those days and it has a meaning for all times. That mark is a code, to the say the least, a code of evil power, a code of deceit and mind control. The special mark on the right arm and the foreheads of the subjects, is the mark of enslavement to the beast.  The word “Code” is not accidental but prophetic fulfilment. The Da Vinci Code creates an illusion of exposing truth through symbology, cryptograms and anagrams – all meaning the same thing and producing the same result, that is, deceit. His symbology too is embellished with a great deal of sexology to satisfy the appetite of the clients of the “harlot”. The book of Revelations, using prophetic symbology had spoken about the beast of deceit. The modern day deceit is more difficult to detect. The deceiver dragon and the two disciple beasts have produced books to deceive people.

The Da Vinci Code that has sold more than 30 million copies will deceive many more through its film version. This is the biggest and most formidable lie ever written against Jesus Christ. It labels Jesus Christ as just a mortal who maintained a relationship with a woman, that is Mary Magdalene and left behind a child. 

This book is an intellectual masterpiece that captures the minds of people and bends them whichever way the author wants and makes the minds surrender at the end to the beast. The beast actually is coming from the underworld of the New Age. It leaves a mark on people who are enslaved in mind and even body to it. Even physically, we also see many identity marks on people today that are irrational and even prompted by urges of the flesh and inspired by the occult. All the strange marks, tattoos, rings and inserts that people have all over the body are in a sense marks of the beast or of the beastly evil nature. Such people are in that sense children or followers of the beast. Inwardly they have “branded consciences”, as St. Paul says, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions through the hypocrisy of liars with branded consciences” (1 Tim. 4: 1-2).
The harlot

In Revelation, John sees a harlot sitting on a beast. “Then one of the seven angels who were holding the seven bowls came and said to me, ‘Come here. I will show you the judgement on the great harlot who lives near the many waters. The kings of the earth have had intercourse with her, and the inhabitants of the earth became drunk on the wine of her harlotry.’ Then he carried me away in spirit to a deserted place where I saw a woman seated on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names, with seven heads and ten horns” (17: 1-3). In the prophetic sense, the harlot is the “sex urge” of the modern age, so strongly supported by the Neo-pagans, Wicca and the New Age believers. The Da Vinci Code particularly is a sex-filled fiction and the whole symbology discussed in it turns out to be sexology. Violence too is the typical behaviour of the beasts and the harlot. They thrive on the blood of the innocent according to the book of Revelations. We see these same beasts in the Harry Potter series and in the Da Vinci Code. Typically there are four beasts that come in films and novels, which are sex, violence, the occult and deceit. And these beasts are found in the Potter series (Potter’s Field or World) and the Da Vinci Code. When we see the extent of the damage being caused to the faith and innocence of millions of people in the world it is very clear that the beasts of the Apocalypse are the beasts reappearing in the Potter world and the Da Vinci Code. 

The mark of the lamb and the Spirit

The people who bear physically, mentally and spiritually marks on their bodies out of some evil passion are children of the beast and are slaves of the beast. We Christians have on our foreheads the name of the Lamb and His father’s name and the mark of the Spirit and we are asked to follow wherever the Lamb leads us. “Then I looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name and his Father's name written on their foreheads” (Rev.14: 1). “I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal, one hundred and forty-four thousand marked from every tribe of the Israelites” (Rev. 7:4). And St. Paul reminds us of the mark of the Spirit, “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God with which you are marked with a seal for the day of redemption”, (Eph. 4: 30). 

Conclusion

The Harry Potter series and the Da Vinci Code are indeed the fulfilment of the Biblical prophecies, as we have seen above. People’s minds were usually fed with sex and violence earlier. But now there are clearly four main dishes, sex, violence, deceit and the occult served even to innocent children. So the evil is actively working, destroying the innocence of both believers and the little ones. This is catching up everywhere as we see how the modern religious teachers – the so-called “animators” – ignore the divinity of Jesus Christ and speak only about his human side. St. Paul had rightly said, “For the time is coming when people will accumulate teachers for themselves to suit their own desires, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths”, (2 Tim. 4:3-4).

To make their programmes successful they have to project before the young films on sex, violence, deceit and the occult.  By their actions they are fulfilling the prophecies on the coming of the two beasts in the form of Harry Potter and the Da Vinci Code. These two books stand for what St. Paul calls, “deceitful spirits and demonic instructions through the hypocrisy of liars with branded consciences,” (1 Tim. 4: 1-2). 

Harry Potter film "Pottermania" has a dark side

https://www.heraldguide.com/spirit-weekly/author-warns-of-the-pottermania-dark-side/ 
California, USA, July 10, 2007 
An author and expert on the Harry Potter phenomenon says the "Pottermania" sweeping the world with the July 2007 release of J.K. Rowling's seventh book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows and the fifth Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, has a dark side of which parents and society should beware.
Steve Wohlberg, bestselling author of "Exposing Harry Potter and Witchcraft: The Menace beneath the Magic" (Destiny Image, 2007), understands that Wiccans love nature, don't believe in a "Christian devil" and are non-violent. No witch basher, he believes in religious freedom. Nevertheless, he is concerned about the social impact of the occult, Christian Newswire reported Monday.
While most consider anti-Potterism to be unwarranted, concerns remain among many parents over a surging interest in "Wicca" (witchcraft) among teens. Increasing numbers frequent Wicca websites, cast "Love and Money Spells" and practice "white magic." Wohlberg suggests it is not just fictional fun, but something truly supernatural and dangerous going on.
Wohlberg warns that Wiccans summoning "nature spirits" in their rituals enter dangerous territory. "Occultism has a dark side," he warned, "and practitioners can easily become trapped like a fly in a spider web." Ex-witches themselves share riveting testimonies in Wohlberg's book.
"There's plenty of real occultism embedded in Rowling's fantasy works," he said, "and in spite of naïve popular opinion, Pottermania is aiding Wicca's growth." Even the founder of a major Witchcraft school agrees (his website is called a "Cyber Hogwarts").

Wohlberg is the Speaker/Director of White Horse Media in Fresno, Calif., TV producer (Amazing Discoveries, Israel in Prophecy, Hour of the Witch), radio host (World News and the Bible) and the author of 14 books. He's been a guest on over 500 radio and TV shows, including CNN Radio, USA Radio, American Family Radio, Cable Radio Network, Information Radio Network, Focus 4 and The Harvest Show.
Is Harry Potter conjuring a generation of Witches?

https://www.avoidharrypotter.com/ 
White Horse Media and bestselling author Steve Wohlberg dis"spell" popular opinion about Harry Potter and provide compelling evidence that J.K. Rowling's series fuels interest in casting spells, mixing potions and joining Wiccan covens among kids, teens and adults. 
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Exposing Harry Potter and Witchcraft: The Menace Beneath the Magic by Steve Wohlberg

•Discover what Harry Potter fans don't know about Harry Potter

•Discover what real Witches don't know about Witchcraft

•Learn to relate intelligently to Witches and Pagans

•Fair. Balanced. Credible. Eye-opening

•Protect yourself and your loved ones from deceptive supernatural forces!

With B.A. and M-Div. degrees in theology, Steve Wohlberg is currently the Speaker/Director of White Horse Media (Newport, WA). Television producer, radio host, and the author of 30+ books, he has been a guest on over 500 radio and television shows, has appeared in three History Channel documentaries, and has spoken by special invitation inside the Pentagon and U.S. Senate. He currently lives in Priest River, Idaho, with his wife Kristin, and their two small children, Seth and Abigail. He also writes a monthly column for the Wisconsin Christian News. 
Study: Potter Readers more Occultic
Witchcraft in Focus at Arctic Rendezvous
Witchcraft and Wicca, the Heart of the Harry Potter Controversy
Buffy Draws Children to Witchcraft
Your Questions Answered

In a nutshell, what's wrong with Harry Potter?
What would you say to parents who are considering buying the newest installment for their kids?
Where do you see evidence that Harry is causing an upswing in the popularity of Wicca / Witchcraft?
How does this upswing "spell trouble" for society?
How would you like readers to respond to this information?
What will your readers understand after finishing your book?
What DOES the Bible have to say about Harry Potter?
How does Harry Potter differ from other fantasy genre books aimed at youth?
Judging Harry Potter

http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/judging_harry_potter 

By Fr. Alfonso Aguilar LC, August 26, 2007 (See page 167 ff.)
"I didn’t intend to write a piece on Harry Potter. I thought it would have added more fuel onto the Potter hype machine.
I felt the urge to write this article, though, after reading Kathleen Donovan’s letter to the editor “The Devil and Harry Potter” (NCR, August 19-25).
Mrs. Donovan was an avid reader of the Register until she found that Steven Greydanus’ critique of the fifth Potter movie Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix implied “that the Pope and the Vatican officials have not come down upon the witchcraft and occult themes in the books and films by Rowling.”
Mrs. Donovan quotes Father Gabriele Amorth, president of the International Association of Exorcists, as declaring: “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of darkness, the devil.”
Many good Christian thinkers share similar opinions. Among them we find Michael O’Brien, Susan Moore, Berit Kjos (see page 112), Vivian Dudro, Gabriele Kuby, and Richard Abanes, author of Harry Potter and the Bible: The Menace Behind the Magick.
Other good Christian writers offer, instead, a Christian interpretation of the Potter saga, as you may read in the essays by Catherine and David Deavel, Robert Trexler, Alan Jacobs, Serge Tisseron, Pietro Citati and Massimo Introvigne (see page 110), to name a few.
What to think about such a clash of opinions? Many Catholics, like Mrs. Donovan, are rightly concerned about children’s faith and formation. Is the devil somehow hiding in this best-selling story?
I read the whole Potter series, watched the first four films, and made a few comments on Rowling’s narrative in three Register articles (April and May 2003). I now intend to offer a few clarifications and distinctions that might help the reader form a better criterion for judging the Potter phenomenon and its predictable consequences.
Let us tackle four questions about the Potter books and films: 
(1) Is there any Vatican endorsement or disapproval of them? 
(2) Do we find in them some subtle Satanic presence?
(3) Are the contents of the books compatible with our Christian faith? 
(4) Is it advisable to let children read and watch Harry Potter?

Any Vatican Position?
Headlines such as “Pope Approves Potter” (Toronto Star) littered the mainstream media after Msgr. Peter Fleetwood commented on the Harry Potter books at a Vatican press conference on the New Age in 2003.
But the Holy See takes no official position on fictional literature.

Offhand comments by Msgr. Fleetwood and members of the Roman Curia about Harry Potter are merely personal opinions.
In this category of personal opinions we should include Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger’s March 7, 2003, letter to Gabriele Kuby in response to her German book Harry Potter: Good or Evil?: “It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter,” he wrote, “because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.”
Such an opinion is worth respect and consideration, but doesn’t bind Catholics to think in exactly the same way. Note how Cardinal Ratzinger presented his view in a private letter and not in a formal statement as a prefect of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Devil’s Work?
For an accurate answer to the question, let’s make a double distinction. Let us first distinguish between the nature of Rowling’s works and their possible consequences.
Does the phenomenon bear a Satanic imprint?
Other exorcists do not see it in the way Father Amorth did.
“The books in themselves are not bad,” well-known exorcist Father José Antonio Fortea has been quoted saying. “They are merely literary fantasies in the manner of stories that have existed in Europe since the Middle Ages. I am neither in favor of condemning nor prohibiting them. To me, they are just unobjectionable stories.”
Most of the handful of exorcists who have aired their opinions in the media, including Father Fortea, show concern about the possible outcome rather than the nature of the fictional works. They warn the faithful about their potential to lead people into the occult and perhaps even to Satanism.
And here comes our second distinction.
It would be unfair to judge Rowling’s works exclusively on the basis of their references to witchcraft and the occult without taking literary symbolism into account. Exorcists are the most trustworthy experts we have on the occult — but not necessarily on literature. Harry Potter is a story, not a boy to be exorcised.
Some good Christian literary critics read Rowling’s esoteric references as a way to decry, not to promote, the occult.
“The Potter series is not about the occult or witchcraft but actually just the opposite,” explained Nancy Brown, author of the recent novel The Mystery of Harry Potter.
In his books The Hidden Key to Harry Potter and Looking for God in Harry Potter, John Granger tries to show that Rowling’s “themes, imagery, and engaging stories echo the Great Story” — the story of God who became man.
In The Gospel According to Harry Potter, Connie Neal presents counterarguments to the idea that the Potter books are about witchcraft. She also finds a lot of connections to Bible passages. John Killinger develops similar points in God, the Devil and Harry Potter.
Although I personally disagree with these authors’ main theses, they make a good point: References to the occult and the Satanic do not necessarily imply an attempt to lure people into the forbidden world, because the texts can be interpreted in different ways.
From the fact that millions of Potter readers and movie-watchers give no thought to Wicca, we may infer that Harry Potter is not, by nature, a devilish work and that it doesn’t necessarily lead people into the wrong practices.
Prudence should lead us to take various opinions, from exorcists and literary critics, into consideration.

Christian or Anti-Christian?
Our third question deals with the contents of the novels and movies. Let me propose a crucial distinction that I never find in the Potter debate — a distinction between values and philosophy in fiction.
By values, we may understand the virtues and moral teachings presented in a story.
Great values shine throughout the Potter saga and reach their climax in the seventh installment, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows.
Let me mention some of them.
Harry’s mother’s love for her son and self-sacrifice saved the future hero from being killed by Lord Voldemort. In a like manner, Harry would later give himself up to save his friends. His heroic generosity plays the key role in the victory of good over evil.
Harry, Hermione and Ron are characterized by their perseverance in the fulfillment of their mission in the midst of overwhelming difficulties. They are also concerned about the lives of their enemies with no desire for revenge. Remorse is presented as a way of self-redemption. The unsound quest to master death is discouraged. High ideals are encouraged. Good family life is appealing.
These and many other values one may find in the series refresh the soul in the current suffocating environment of anti-values that are often exhibited in products of the entertainment industry. Such values can inspire people in their life.
Values are not to be confused with philosophy. By philosophy we mean the concept of God, man and the universe underlying a story plot fully developed as a worldview.
Children’s stories, such as Cinderella and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, do not presume to portray ideas about our world and the realm of transcendence. They are short and simple stories with moral lessons. Harry Potter, instead, encompasses an implicit but integrated philosophical view of reality.
Let’s take a brief look at it.

In Potter’s world, the divine is, in my opinion, pantheistic. The only transcendent reality that exists is (white) magic. A fictional story, of course, does not have to present the Christian truths nor the Christian God. The question is whether or not there is room for a Christian God in the story. In Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings, God does not show up, yet he may fit in the background as the one who gave Gandalf certain powers and a new life. Gandalf did not get them by himself.
Not so with Harry Potter.
Once the magic reigns as the ultimate level of reality, a personal God cannot fit in. Magical powers form the highest aspiration.
A certain monistic dualism, characteristic of Gnostic thought, looms over the plot, too.
Lord Voldemort’s and Death Eaters’ dark arts derive from the corruption of white magic, very much as the “dark side of the force” came from the bad use of “the force” in the Star Wars series.
Consider now the concept of man implicit in J.K. Rowling’s narrative. Humans, called “muggles,” are divided into three categories: ordinary “muggles” with no magical power who disdain the magic world (the despicable Dursley family); “muggles” who fancy the magic world but cannot reach it (Hermione Granger’s parents); and the witches and wizards.
The ideal is, no doubt, to become a good witch or wizard. What’s the way? Train yourself to look into yourself to find the magical powers within you.
Good training requires masters who help make you aware of the magical (“divine”) forces in your spirit. These are the professors at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Albus Dumbledore, the school headmaster, is the main spiritual guide.
Year after year, through training and exercise, Harry Potter becomes ever more aware of his inner powers and can, thus, use more sophisticated spells and jinxes.
In the fourth installment, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, we read: “Harry had soon mastered the Impediment Curse, a spell to slow down and obstruct attackers; the Reductor Curse, which would enable him to blast solid objects out of his way; and the Four-Point Spell, a useful discovery of Hermione’s that would make his wand point due north, therefore enabling him to check whether he was going in the right direction within the maze.”
The Star Wars films follow a similar pattern.
There are humans and creatures who do not enjoy the use of “the force.” Only the Jedi, such as Luke Skywalker, who was trained by masters Obi-Wan Kenobi and Yoda, obtain a full control over “the force.”
In both cases, the role of the human body is downplayed, as if it were not an essential part of one’s own personhood. The spirit, where the realm of the magic or of “the force” dwells, is the inner true self. This view of man sounds Gnostic to me.
We come, finally, to the concept of the world. Harry Potter’s physical universe is not explicitly viewed as a prison for mankind created by evil demons, as it appears in classical Gnostic ideologies.
Yet it is portrayed as less “real” than the wizard world — the fantastic realm of powers whose gate can only be opened by the key of esoteric knowledge. Doesn’t the reader feel more “at home” at Hogwarts than in the boring material world of muggles?
To me, the fact that only witches and wizards are able to see the Platform Nine and Three-Quarters at King’s Cross station is meaningful. Those whose spirits are in the magic world can see “more” than ordinary people or muggles. They live in a spiritual (magical) dimension that frees them from the laws of the material world.

Is Potter Good for Kids?
Suppose that my interpretation of the Potter worldview is right. One should then appreciate and learn from Rowling’s values and leave aside her philosophy. Values can be uprooted from the soil they are grounded in and become inspiring lessons. You may enjoy the look and the fragrance of flowers even as you take them from the dirt in which they blossomed.
But whether a book or a movie is harmful to its audience depends as much upon the audience as upon the narrative.
“To the right reader, Harry Potter can be as harmless as Glinda the Good Witch or Cinderella’s fairy godmother,” says Steven Greydanus in his excellent essay Harry Potter vs. Gandalf. “For another young reader, he could be a stumbling block.”
Who are the “right” Potter readers?
I believe we will find them among well-formed Christians, those who do not feel the lure of the magic, and those who can distinguish — by themselves or by with help of their tutors — the Potter values from the Potter philosophy.
Who are the “wrong” readers?
Vulnerable or at-risk children may be those who do not have a particularly strong commitment to their faith, or show a troubling pattern of general interest in magic or in dark or grotesque imagery.
We have, in short, right and wrong audiences. While many kids will get inspired for the good with no negative effect, others may be affected for worse.
That’s why we should bear in mind the warnings of exorcists and other thinkers about children’s contact with the magic.
“Just like violence and pornography, kids are desensitized by exposure,” said Matthew Arnold, producer of the three-tape set The Trouble With Harry.
In the end, parents are the best-equipped judges to discern how suitable Rowling’s works might be for their children. They may also be their best guides to let them distinguish the wheat from the chaff.
In conclusion, I suggest considering the following four criteria as common ground for reasonable discussions.
First, the reading of Harry Potter is a debatable issue, not a matter of faith.
Second, nothing proves that Rowling’s fiction is a work of the devil or a path that necessarily leads to evil practices.
Third, a distinction can be made between the narrative’s values and philosophy. Consequently, we may be able to draw the good lessons from the story while remaining untouched by whatever may be wrong in it.
Fourth, decisions about the appropriateness of the Potter novels and movies for children can only be made on a case-by-case basis.
If we keep these criteria in mind, we may leave behind some bitter clashes and gain some profit from the Potter debate."

The Next Stage in De-Christianization of Fairy Tales?
Michael D. O’Brien’s Continued Critique of Harry Potter
https://zenit.org/articles/the-next-stage-in-de-christianization-of-fairy-tales/ 

Combermere, Ontario, December 20, 2001 
Could Harry Potter´s world of wizardry entice its young audience into the occult?
Maybe, says Michael D. O´Brien, the author of “A Landscape With Dragons: The Battle for Your Child´s Mind” (Ignatius Press, 1998) and a pointed critic of the Potter phenomenon.

Here, the Canadian writer and Catholic father of six continues his second ZENIT interview (see first part in Dec. 18 archives) on the enormously popular J.K. Rowling novels.

Q: It has been argued that the cults are in decline, and therefore it is untrue to say that children are in greater danger these days of falling under their influence.

O´Brien: Even if they are in decline, the issue does not change. Statistics can be quite misleading. How much real decline is hard to assess. A priest friend of mine who a few years ago worked in a Catholic information office in the Archdiocese of Paris, told me there were approximately 500 known pagan cults operating in the city at the time, and that a larger number were active underground.

In fact, actual occult practice is soaring, usually not associated with public cults or organizations. It is now mainstreaming, especially among the young, who are getting into witchcraft and sorcery in growing numbers through internet, occult shops, libraries, peer pressure, etc. — through private and semi-private avenues.

Father Gabriel Amorth´s book “An Exorcist Tells His Story” [Ignatius Press, 1999] examines this phenomenon. He is the chief exorcist of the Diocese of Rome, and has a lot to say about the rise of witchcraft and sorcery, and the resulting damage to the young generation through diabolic influence. He cites as a major cause the proliferation of occult lures through books, film, videos and Internet.

Q: In your articles on the subject you have referred to the Potter series as Gnostic. Isn´t this inaccurate, because the Gnostics were dualists? They saw material creation as evil, and only spiritual things as good. The world of Harry Potter is full of fun and its characters delight in adventures and parties and food and friendship. It sounds positive, full of life.

O´Brien: There was a wide variety of Gnostic sects in the first and second centuries, declining in the third century. But Gnosticism never entirely disappeared, emerging throughout the following centuries in a variety of forms, notably medieval alchemy and in the later occult movements of our own era.

It is significant that the late corruptions of traditional fairy tales — by which I mean the taming of timeless symbols of evil, and sometimes the inversion of the metaphors of good and evil — were brought about by writers who were involved in the esoteric religious movements of the 19th and 20th centuries.

A number of modern film adaptations of classic fairy tales are actually de-Christianized versions of literature that once reinforced the moral order of the universe, and no longer does so. Harry Potter represents the next stage in that process.

When I say that the Potter series is Gnostic, I am referring to the essence of Gnosticism. It is true that a majority of the early sects were dualist, that is, they despised material creation and exalted the spiritual — definitely an anti-incarnational cosmology. But some sects were pantheistic, believing that what they called the “divine emanations” could be found within nature.

There was even a so-called Christian Gnosticism that tried to incorporate elements of Christian faith into their pagan worldview. They saw Christianity as a myth that contained some truths, and that Gnosticism was the full truth. Common to all of them, pantheist and dualist alike, was the belief that obtaining secret gnosis or knowledge was salvation. I would refer your readers to the studies of modern Gnosticism by Eric Voegelin, Thomas Molnar and Wolfgang Smith.

Q: There is no reference in the Potter series to anything spiritual. There are no religious practices described. So how can you really say that magic in Potter-world is anything like witchcraft in the real world?

O´Brien: There is no formal religion of witchcraft as such in the books. But how does secular culture understand and define “spiritual”? The immaterial, an unseen force, a power that interfaces with human existence? By this definition, Potter world is filled with religion. Furthermore, it must be seen in the context of the modern world, where materialism has blurred the lines between formal religion and spiritualities.

In the Potter books there are rituals, for example the Sorting Hat scene, in which an undefined power determines which of the four houses of Hogwarts the student witches and wizards will go into, to some extent reading each student´s character and influencing his or her destiny. There is an inference of supernatural gnosis here, a hint of some “higher” power. There is also divination in various forms ranging from silly to deadly earnest. There are ghosts attached to each house, again implying access to spiritual dimensions.

Then there´s the matter of curriculum: Some of the book titles in Harry´s training are lifted straight out of the world of real witchcraft. Children can type those titles into a search engine on the Internet and be instantly connected to a variety of sites offering them portals into the real world of witchcraft, sorcery and even overt Satanism.
Many of the practices developed in the books are the same as the real thing — though they are sanitized, made to appear scary but fun, and without long-term consequences. They do show that some activities can be physically dangerous, but the message in this is, as long as you have enough knowledge and skill, you can get through the dangers quite fine.

When people defend the books by saying the stories disconnect witchcraft from spiritual realities, and therefore there is no danger of a child wanting to go from fantasy witchcraft to actual witchcraft, they´re leaping to a big conclusion without empirical evidence.

The books seem at first glance to disconnect witchcraft from the spiritual. They present it as very exciting and in no way spiritually dangerous. But this makes the series potentially more corrupting, because it gives to the child a false sense of what witchcraft is really about.

I urge your readers to visit the CANA Web site, where Marcia Montenegro, a former occult practitioner, outlines in great detail the close relationship between the “fantasy” magic of Harry Potter´s world and the world of real witchcraft and sorcery. Montenegro has done painstaking and well-documented research on this aspect of the series.

I am also intrigued by the way Rowling consistently portrays those characters who are critical or afraid of magic as vicious abusers or utterly ignorant. I wonder if this is an authorial pre-emptive strike against critics, or perhaps an attempt to soften a child reader´s instinctive aversion to the horrible, or to override whatever cautions against witchcraft and sorcery a child may have learned from parents or the Church.

The Dursleys, for example, are utterly despicable characters, very against magic. In Volume 4 we learn that Voldemort, the archetype of radical evil, began life as a student named Riddle, whom the author tells us was abandoned by his father as a child, and that this father was against magic. In short, the greatest evils, according to the narrative, have their root cause in anti-magic people.

Q: By saying that witchcraft is evil, aren´t you promoting a witch hunt mentality? Isn´t there a danger of more Salem witch trials?

O´Brien: I for one do not want more Salem witch trials. I think the danger of this is so small as to be almost nonexistent. No, the real danger lies in the opposite direction. The modern witch will be left free to do pretty much as she pleases — perhaps have an interview on a talk show, write a best-selling book, make a presentation to a grade-school class doing a project on witchcraft, or found a Women´s Spirituality department at a Catholic university.

Q: Some academic figures have stated that anti-Potter critics deny the autonomy of culture.

O´Brien: Such commentators, even as they exalt the “autonomy of culture,” are minimizing the significance of culture´s power to influence how we think, how we feel, how we perceive the world. In this sense they unwittingly reduce the importance of culture.

They are overlooking the fact that children and adolescents are highly impressionable. Children read fiction with a different consciousness than, say, a university professor. Children are in a state of formation, their understanding of reality is being formed at every turn. And a powerful work of fantasy that is packed full of emotional stimuli can be a major force in planting concepts and symbols deep in a child´s imagination — one could even say in the architecture of their minds.

Look at your children watching a video, or reading an engrossing book. Their faces are open, innocent, reflecting a deep and unfiltered vulnerability to the content of the author´s message.

Many academics are applying limited sociopolitical templates to cultural phenomena such as the Potter series without serious consideration of other dimensions. Key factors are being neglected: For example the question of how, precisely, faith and culture can interrelate in a way that fosters the best possible fruit for souls, and for societies.

Much of Vatican II and the pontificate of John Paul II has focused on this crucial symbiotic relationship. How does a faulty understanding of that relationship contribute to bad fruit? Can autonomous social forces really be divorced from the whole configuration of life in the human community — the relationship between freedom and responsibility?

In the Potter debate there has not been enough examination of the pagan assimilation of Christians through the vehicle of culture. Nor has there been much discussion of symbology, the power of symbols to distort or to nourish consciousness.

Q: But some of the pro-Potter writers in Catholic circles are considered to be orthodox Catholics.

O´Brien: They may very well be orthodox in terms of Church doctrine. Part of the problem is that for them the Potter issue does not appear to be a doctrinal issue. The cloak of “literature” or “culture” or “inculturation” has protected the books from an examination of how these stories may violate the teachings of the Church, or can lead the next generation closer to violation of those teachings.

Q: Would you say the Catholic world is divided on the Potter issue?

O´Brien: To a certain extent, yes. But differences of opinion can be a catalyst for deeper thought.

I would like to emphasize that the rightness or wrongness of the Potter series cannot be determined by weighing the ratio of pro-Potter and anti-Potter votes, as if to say that if there are 10 pros and 9 contras, or vice versa, then the jury has delivered a reliable verdict. Juries are often wrong. Again, the issue must be discerned according to first principles.

But I think the debate is useful, because it is helping to raise the questions that should be asked, and will be asked again and again in the coming years. There will be more Harry Potter books and films, and there will be a new generation of clone-books hot on their heels. This is only the beginning. We need to wake up now to the nature of this struggle, and we need to do some clear thinking about the issues involved.

Harry Potter: What Does God Have To Say? 

http://www.lasttrumpetministries.org/tracts/tract7.html
By David J. Meyer
I am writing this urgent message because I was once a witch. I lived by the stars as an astrologer and numerologist casting horoscopes and spells. I lived in the mysterious and shadowy realm of the occult.
By means of spells and magic, I was able to invoke the powers of the controlling unknown' and fly upon the night winds transcending the astral plane. Halloween was my favorite time of the year and I was intrigued and absorbed in the realm of Wiccan witchcraft. All of this was happening in the decade of the 1960's when witchcraft was just starting to come out of the broom closet.
It was during that decade of the 1960's, in the year 1966 that a woman named J.K. Rowling was born. This is the woman who has captivated the world in this year of 2000 with four books known as the 'Harry Potter Series.'
These books are orientation and instructional manuals of witchcraft woven into the format of entertainment. These four books by J.K. Rowling teach witchcraft!  I know this because I was once very much a part of that world.
Witchcraft was very different in the 1960's. There were a lot fewer witches, and the craft was far more secretive. At the end of that spiritually troubled decade, I was miraculously saved by the power of Jesus Christ and His saving blood. I was also delivered from every evil spirit that lived in me and was set free. As time went on, I watched the so-called 'Christian' churches compromising and unifying. I also watched with amazement as teachings from Eastern religions and 'New Age' doctrine began to captivate congregations. It was a satanic set-up, and I saw it coming. Illuministic conspirators were bringing forth a one-world religion with a cleverly concealed element of occultism interwoven in its teachings.
In order to succeed in bringing witchcraft to the world and thus complete satanic control, an entire generation would have to be induced and taught to think like witches, talk like witches, dress like witches, and act like witches. The occult songs of the 1960's launched the Luciferian project of capturing the minds of an entire generation. In the song 'Sound Of Silence' by Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel, we were told of seeds that were left while an entire generation was sleeping, and that the 'vision that was planted in my brain still remains.'
Now it is the year 2000. All of the foundations for occultism and Witchcraft are in place. The Illuminists have to move quickly, because time is running out.
It was the Communist revolutionary Lenin who said, 'Give me one generation of youth, and I will transform the entire world.' Now an entire generation of youth has been given to a woman named J.K. Rowling and her four books on witchcraft, known as the Harry Potter Series. 
As a former witch, I can speak with authority when I say that I have examined the works of Rowling and that the Harry Potter books are training manuals for the occult. Untold millions of young people are being taught to think, speak, dress and act like witches by filling their heads with the contents of these books. Children are obsessed with the Harry Potter books that they have left television and video games to read these witchcraft manuals.
The first book of the series, entitled 'Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone', finds the orphan, Harry Potter, embarking into a new realm when he is taken to 'Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.' At this occult school, Harry Potter learns how to obtain and use witchcraft equipment. Harry also learns a new vocabulary, including words such as 'Azkaban', Circe', 'Draco ', 'Erised', 'Hermes', and 'Slytherin'; all of which are names of real devils or demons. These are not characters of fiction!
How serious is this? By reading these materials, many millions of young people are learning how to work with demon spirits. They are getting to know them by name. Vast numbers of children professing to be Christians are also filling their hearts and minds, while willingly ignorant parents look the other way. The titles of the books should be warning enough to make us realize how satanic and anti-Christ these books are. The afore-mentioned title of the first book, 'Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone', was a real give away. The second book was called 'Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets', While the third book was entitled 'Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.'
This is the oldest con game ever hatched out of hell. As a real witch, I learned about the two sides of 'the force.' Apparently, so do many Christian' leaders. When real witches have sabats and esbats and meet as a coven, they greet each other by saying 'Blessed be', and when they part, they say 'The Force be with you.' Both sides of this 'Force' are Satan.  It is not a good side of the force that overcomes the bad side of the force, but rather it's the blood of Jesus Christ that destroys both supposed sides of the satanic 'Force.'
High level witches believe that there are seven satanic princes and that the seventh, which is assigned to Christians, has no name. In coven meetings, he is called 'the nameless one.' In the Harry Potter books, there is a character called 'Voldemort.' The pronunciation guide says of this being 'He who must not be named.'
On July 8 at midnight, bookstores everywhere were stormed by millions of children to obtain the latest and fourth book of the series known as 'Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.' These books were taken into homes everywhere with a real evil spirit following each copy to curse those homes.
July 8th was also the 18th day (three sixes in numerology) from the witches' sabat of midsummer. July 8th was also the 13th day from the signing of the United Religions Charter in San Francisco. Now we have learned that the public school system is planning to use the magic of Harry Potter in the classrooms making the public schools centers of witchcraft training. What does God have to say about such books as the Harry Potter series? In the Bible in the book of Acts, we read the following in the 19th chapter, verses 18 - 20:  'And many that believed came, and confessed, and shewed their deeds. Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed.'
As parents, we will answer to God if we allow our children to read witchcraft books. The Word of God will prevail mightily in your life only if such things of Satan are destroyed.

[image: image18.jpg]2
0 WELCOME T0 NORWALK




A Potter Betrayal - The Treachery of J.K. Rowling 

https://zenit.org/articles/benedict-xvi-s-pep-talk-a-potter-betrayal/ 

By Elizabeth Lev, Rome, November 2, 2007
One of the bitterest blows of last week was J.K. Rowling's betrayal of her readers. Author of the beloved Harry Potter books, Rowling casually announced during a book reading of the last installment of the seven-part epic, that her character Dumbledore was homosexual.
For those of you who never fell under the spell of these books, Harry Potter is a boy magician who attends a magic school called Hogwarts. Together with his friends, Harry fights the ultimate force of evil, represented by Lord Voldemort, and is assisted by the school headmaster, Dumbledore, a paradigm of wisdom, courage and self-sacrificing love.
Over the 10 years that these books have been published, some Christians lamented that so many children were reading books that presented magic as harmless.
Many parents, myself included, thought the books were simply fun, the author's presentation of magic merely a harmless device, and were pleased that the stories clearly presented good and evil without blurring the lines between the two.
But now, Rowling, who is now the wealthiest woman in England thanks to the lack of political, social or moral propaganda in her books, has indeed blurred those lines. The last book completed, her bank account safely assured, she disclosed that the beloved headmaster was a homosexual and that many of his actions resulted from a frustrated love for another man.
My first thought was frankly, yuck! My second was a mounting rage as I realized the scope of Rowling's deceit. She wrote seven books without discussing homosexuality. Even Severus Snape, who for six of the stories appeared as the one character who might be described as having effeminate tendencies, turns out to have been motivated toward good by the love for a woman.
J.K. Rowling crafted Dumbledore as a father figure, and through the years Harry Potter, and through him, countless children learned to rely on his wisdom. Dumbledore was inseparable from his school, his devotion to Hogwarts and his students as complete and all-consuming as a marriage. For young and old readers, Dumbledore signified safety and stability. The charismatic Harry Potter defended his headmaster tooth and nail against all odds, even when faced with ridicule, torture and death, and through him children learned to do the same.
Now, with her books sold and millions of children committed, the author tries to turn Dumbledore into a poster child for the gay lobby. Rowling's wilful deception and wrongful manipulation of young people is worthy of her own Death Eaters.
How are we now to understand those hours between Harry and Dumbledore, spent in the privacy of the latter's closed office? How are we to understand their friendship that seemed so noble, so pure and so uplifting?
One wonders what Dante Alighieri, another writer who navigated readers through the supernatural, might think. Dante, banished, poor and writing as he wandered from town to town, knew well the power of literature and the responsibility of those who write.
He might find a place for Rowling among those condemned for fraud, like Bertran de Born, a troubadour whose songs delighted and charmed courts far and wide, but feeling himself fit for politics, divided father and son, falsely advising the young king of France.
But the Florentine poet fully understood the gravity of treachery and relegated traitors to the lowest pit in the Inferno, near Judas and Brutus eternally imprisoned in the mouth of Lucifer.
There, where those who earned love, accepted love and then betrayed love are encased in thick ice, the gelid air comes from the frozen souls who took trust and deceived it. And no amount of magic or money can warm it.   

Disappointed in Dumbledore

In our family every single one of us over the age of 1 reads the books and I haven't the heart to tell the younger ones, but the older ones of course have heard the news. Yours [Benedict XVI's Pep Talk; A Potter Betrayal] is the ONLY article I have read that expresses the abyss of disappointment.
I wonder if you might go deeper [...] into the betrayal on a theological level. Because I do think that that is what homosexuality is -- a betrayal of the unitive and procreative meaning of marriage that is built into human beings as man and woman.
If only some good could come out of this? Maybe a book that explains the Church's teaching on homosexuality through this? With a title along the lines of "Disappointed in Dumbledore: the Betrayal by J.K. Rowling." -Karen D'Anselmi Mother of 7, ages 1 to 17 rkdanselmi@familink.com.
My Dumbledore

Here is my take [Benedict XVI's Pep Talk; A Potter Betrayal]. Dumbledore was a hero. If the author now tells me he was a homosexual, then I say he was a struggling hero. He was chaste. He did not stray. It is no sin to be a homosexual. It is a only a sin to engage in homosexual thoughts and acts, and Dumbledore did not. I have proof. I have seven books in which Dumbledore was a model of virtue.
Therefore, he may serve as a model for other homosexuals. He had a healthy, loving and chaste relationship with a younger male. He remained pure in deed and, as far as we know, pure in thought. Unless she wants to write another book, bring Dumbledore back from the dead, and turn him into a degenerate, not even J.K. Rowling can bring down the great professor. -Stephan Melancon ghostranch@yahoo.com 

More on Hogwarts - Dumbledore's Homosexuality Has No Textual Basis 

https://zenit.org/articles/more-on-hogwarts-st-therese-visits-rome/  
By Elizabeth Lev, Rome, November 15, 2007 

In the wake of my last column, I received a deluge of e-mail regarding the piece on J.K. Rowling's betrayal of her readers. I pointed out that declaring one of the principal characters, Dumbledore, to be homosexual after having sold millions of books to children is a deceitful act.
The responses to this piece were very revealing. I was duly chastised by those who had never succumbed to the books, who noted that secularist literature was bound to carry "a sting in its tail." 
Most ZENIT readers, from teenagers to grandparents, responded with brief and enthusiastic messages. Others, however, criticized the harsh tone I took in the piece, interpreting this as lack of charity toward my homosexual Christian brothers and sisters. The column was about Rowling and her deceptive behavior, not Dumbledore, who is a fictional character. Any struggles with his sexuality or decision to live chastely are merely figments of the reader's imagination, since they aren't even hinted at in the text. 
The character only exists insofar as what Rowling describes on the pages. We don't know what he does when not appearing in the chapters. In her seven books, Rowling developed her headmaster as a devoted teacher and a moral anchor when it comes to good and evil. To add a sexual dimension to the character is not only untruthful, but also tricky.
What if, at her next conference, she announces that Dumbledore had a few homosexual experiences when a young man at Hogwarts? What if she then reveals a tortured double life he was forced to lead away from judgmental eyes? Once you've opened the door to an aspect unsupported by the text, anything becomes possible.
Which brings me back to the point. This is not about Dumbledore, this is a piece about the integrity of an author who wrote books for children and then decided to pander to her adult audience.
Rowling is an artist. She transmitted a captivating vision of an imaginary world through her words and storytelling. To retroactively try to use her art as propaganda is like pop stars discussing politics.
Homosexual, by definition, contains an erotic element. It defines not merely the feeling of affection or love for a person of the same sex, but a physical desire. It introduces a sexual dimension which is not only unnecessary, but inappropriate for children's books. 
Rowling's magical world has no homosexual dimension. There aren't even unmarried people living together. Thousands of parents combed the text looking for inappropriate moral models while Rowling wisely remained silent about all of her characters’ sexuality. The sudden addition of a sexual element has no root in the magical world she created.
The exegesis of Dumbledore's admission that he was strongly influenced by a close friend makes a sad commentary on how our age has reverted to the pagan era of equating love with sensuality. 
In the final book when Dumbledore admits to Harry that he was swayed by his friend, he says, "You have no idea of how much his words inflamed me." Silly me, I thought of my old art history teacher and how I moved to another country to study with her.
What never occurred to me was that Dumbledore was describing a sexual longing. Not a crush, which does not a homosexual make, but desire for physical union with another man. How disappointing that Rowling, so creative and brilliant in other matters, should reduce this to a matter of sexuality.
Most of the critical letters were framed in charitable terms, but a few e-mails, ostentatiously signed by Ph.D.s or professors, illustrated the error of my ways in patronizing tones I would not take with even my most recalcitrant students. 
I didn't write the piece for academics, but for Christian parents, pastors and children, who feel rightly betrayed. It was a word of solidarity to people who work and live at the frenetic pace of this age and who find challenges to good Christian formation at every turn.
Rowling took their money, seduced their children and then tried to influence their offspring into thinking about, and ultimately embracing homosexuality. 
Sophistry and the doublespeak of tolerance try to confound harried parents who want to live the Christian mission to love, but the good people who were let down by Rowling should not be made to feel "homophobic" or less Christian because they denounce what was a wrongful act on the part of a children's author. Nor should they be belittled as if their Christian conscience were no match for the sophisticated arguments of the intelligentsia.

Expert supports Pope's fears about Harry Potter 

http://www.cathnews.com/news/801/54.php 

January 16, 2008
Harry Potter has made headlines in the Vatican’s newspaper which has published “good” versus “evil” takes on the bestselling books. AFP reports English literature expert Edoardo Rialti argues in L'Osservatore Romano under the headline The Double Face of Harry Potter that Pope Benedict was “right to worry”.
In 2003, the then Cardinal Ratzinger was criticised when he voiced his fears over "subtle seductions" in the saga that could undermine children's religious development by blurring the line between good and evil.
In the opposing view, Catholic essayist and writer Paolo Gulisano wrote that "behind the fabulous adventures of the different characters you can see the author's anthropological vision." “Rowling, writing for a post-modern" and individualistic world, wants to help the young reader understand that doing good is the best thing to do," Gulisano wrote.
Cardinal Ratzinger's fears were contained in a March 2003 letter to German Catholic sociologist Gabriele Kuby, author of the book Harry Potter - Good or Evil. She made the letter public in July 2005.
Source
Good vs. evil debate on Harry Potter in Vatican mouthpiece, (AFP 15/01/08)
Archive 

Jesuit dismisses reporting of Pope condemnation of Harry Potter (CathNews 15/7/05)
Website claims Pope opposes Harry Potter (CathNews 29/6/05)
Vatican ´no problems´ with Harry Potter (CathNews 4/2/03)
Harry Potter can help us explain Word of God (CathNews 8/8/03)
Good vs. evil debate on Harry Potter in Vatican mouthpiece
https://aaj.tv/2008/01/good-vs-evil-debate-on-harry-potter-in-vatican-mouthpiece/
Vatican City, January 15, 2008
The Vatican newspaper published Monday good versus evil takes on the Harry Potter books, the fictional boy wizard star of the runaway best-selling books by J.K. Rowling.

The series drew criticism from the future Pope Benedict XVI in 2003 when he voiced fears over "subtle seductions" in the saga that could undermine children's religious development by blurring the line between good and evil.

Under the headline "The Double Face of Harry Potter," an expert in English literature, Edoardo Rialti, argues in L'Osservatore Romano that the then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was right to worry.

In the opposing view, Catholic essayist and writer Paolo Gulisano wrote that "behind the fabulous adventures of the different characters you can see the author's anthropological vision."

Rowling, writing for a "post-modern" and individualistic world, "wants to help the young reader understand that 'doing good' is the best thing to do," Gulisano wrote.

Ratzinger's fears were contained in a March 2003 letter to German Catholic sociologist Gabriele Kuby, author of the book "Harry Potter - Good or Evil." She made the letter public in July 2005.

"It is good that you shed light and inform us on the Harry Potter matter, for these are subtle seductions that are barely noticeable and precisely because of that deeply affect (children) and corrupt the Christian faith in souls even before it could properly grow and mature," Cardinal Ratzinger wrote.

He voiced the fear that young minds will "lose the spirit of discernment between good and evil and that they will not have the necessary strength and knowledge to withstand the temptations to evil."

Related News 

Harry Potter a 'wrong kind of hero': Vatican 

The Vatican Revives the Harry Potter Debate 

JK Rowling's Harry Potter condemned in Vatican newspaper 

Jesuit dismisses reporting of Pope condemnation of Harry Potter 
http://www.cathnews.com/news/507/84.php
http://www.ratzingerfanclub.com/blog/2005/07/pope-benedict-xvi-and-harry-potter.html  

July 15, 2005
Fr Michael Kelly told a breakfast TV presenter this morning that reporting of Pope Benedict´s private views about the children´s literature phenomenon Harry Potter do not constitute an authoritative Church statement.
Fr Kelly, CEO of Church Resources, was commenting on widespread media attention being given to private letters written by Cardinal Ratzinger in 2003, which have been used to suggest that he disapproves of Harry Potter in his present capacity as Pontiff. In the cardinal´s letter, excerpted on the website of a German academic, he praised the academic´s attempt to "enlighten people about Harry Potter", and the possible "subtle seductions" that can distort children´s thinking before they mature in the Christian faith. This was put forward by some groups - such as the Canadian lifesite.net website - as a papal condemnation, and subsequently widely reported in the media. "It does not represent the Catholic view," Fr Kelly told Channel 7´s national Sunrise program. "He was writing as a private individual."
He suggested that the resurrection of the old letters - first reported by CathNews last month - was a publicity stunt, ahead of tomorrow´s release of the sixth book in the series, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.

"The publishers have sat on the letter for some time," he said. "It´s a bit like getting a world leader to announce the publication."
Fr Kelly explained his view that if Catholics are obliged to ignore Harry Potter, it could equally be argued that under Pope John Paul II, they were required to join the Holy Father in supporting the Liverpool football team.
But he hesitated to either endorse or condemn the new Potter book, instead suggesting that it feeds the imagination.
"It´s about young minds imagining the way things are," he said. "It´s about growing the imagination, which is a good and healthy thing."
The Vatican press office said yesterday it would have no comment on the letter since Pope Benedict XVI and his secretary were on vacation in the northern Italian Alps. Catholic News Service reports that a former Vatican official said Harry Potter books must be read as children´s literature, not theology.
Monsignor Peter Fleetwood, formerly of the Pontifical Council for Culture told Catholic News Service yesterday that on a moral level, the books "pit good against evil, and good always wins."
But he said the most appropriate way to judge Harry Potter is not on the basis of theology, but according to the criteria of children´s literature and whether children will read the books willingly.
SOURCE Channel 7 Sunrise (no transcript)
New attention given to 2003 Cardinal Ratzinger letter on Harry Potter (Catholic News Service 14/7/05)
LINKS The Problem of Harry Potter (LifeSite)
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince (Amazon)
Vatican official has kind word for Harry Potter´s magical world (National Catholic Reporter 21/2/03)
Gabriele-Kuby.de | Harry Potter
Pope sticks up for Potter books (BBC 3/2/03)
Website claims Pope opposes Harry Potter 

http://www.cathnews.com/news/506/159.php 

June 29, 2005
Ahead of the release of J.K. Rowling's sixth Harry Potter novel, a Canadian pro-life website has challenged the prevailing wisdom that the Church regards the children's literature phenomenon as harmless, or even imbued with Christian morals.
A report published yesterday on Lifesite.net says that German Potter critic Gabriele Kuby received a letter from the Holy Father when he was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger praising her for her anti-Potter activism. The Cardinal told her he agreed that there were "subtle seductions that are barely noticeable and precisely because of that deeply affect (children) and corrupt the Christian faith in souls even before it (the Faith) could properly grow and mature".
Before the release of the previous Potter book in 2003, former Pontifical Council for Culture official Fr Peter Fleetwood said that magicians, witches, spirits and angels - which Rowling depicts in the novels - "are not bad things" He suggested the books are not anti-Christian, and that in fact they help children to understand the conflict between good and evil.
Kuby, on the other hand, argues that the books corrupt the hearts of the young, preventing them from developing a properly ordered sense of good and evil, thus harming their relationship with God while that relationship is still in its infancy. LifeSite asserts that Fleetwood's comments were "off-hand", and taken too seriously be headline writers who subsequently made false claims such as "Pope Sticks Up for Potter Books" (BBC).
Source

Pope Benedict Opposes Harry Potter Novels (LifeSiteNews.com 27/6/05)
Links 

Gabriele-Kuby.de 
Pope sticks up for Potter books (BBC 3/2/03)
Vatican 'no problems' with Harry Potter 

http://www.cathnews.com/news/302/10.php 

February 4, 2003
The good versus evil plot of the best-selling J.K. Rowling books are imbued with Christian morals, a Vatican press conference was told yesterday. Secretary of the European Conference of Bishops Fr Don Peter Fleetwood said: "I don't see any, any problems in the Harry Potter series." 
Fleetwood was responding to questions following the release of a new Vatican document on the New Age phenomenon, which he helped draft as a member of the Pontifical Council for Culture.
Fleetwood was asked whether the magic embraced by Harry Potter and his friends at the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry was problematic for the Catholic Church. Some evangelical groups have condemned the series for glamorizing magic and the occult. "I don't think there's anyone in this room who grew up without fairies, magic and angels in their imaginary world," said Fleetwood, who is British. "They aren't bad. They aren't serving as a banner for an anti-Christian ideology. "If I have understood well the intentions of Harry Potter's author, they help children to see the difference between good and evil," said Fleetwood, currently in the secretariat of the European Episcopal Conference. "And she is very clear on this." He said British author J.K. Rowling was "Christian by conviction, is Christian in her mode of living, even in her way of writing." 

Source AP
Links Rome's chief exorcist warns parents against Harry Potter (4/1/02)
Rome's chief exorcist warns parents against Harry Potter 
http://www.cathtelecom.com/news/201/17.php
January 4, 2002

Rome's official exorcist, Fr Gabriele Amorth, has warned parents against J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter books, suggesting that Satan is behind the works. Fr Amorth, who is also the president of the International Association of Exorcists, told the Italian ANSA news agency, Rev. Amorth said "Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil." 
He said that Rowling's books contain innumerable positive references to magic, "the satanic art". Amorth noted that the books attempt to make a false distinction between black and white magic, when in fact, the distinction "does not exist, because magic is always a turn to the devil." In the interview which was published in papers across Europe, Fr Amorth also criticised the disordered morality presented in Rowling's works, noting that they suggest that rules can be contravened and lying is justified when they work to one's benefit. 
Source Lifesite.ca
Potter spell gets Pell 
http://www.sydney.catholic.org.au/Archbishop/STC/2007/2007916_1619.shtml
By Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, September 16, 2007

The Harry Potter phenomenon is big; in fact bigger than any other publishing event.  The series of seven books has been translated into 66 languages with sales of 400 million copies.  Publicists claim that the final volume "Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows" will have 70 million readers in 93 countries and almost 574,000 copies were sold in Australia on the first day.  Not even Charles Dickens enjoyed sales like these.

Although I had read the first volume and seen a couple of the films, my Potter-wise friends told me that I was at a disadvantage approaching volume seven through not reading the intervening novels.

In fact it was a struggle to enter into the storyline and I must confess my reluctance to give up the time to read any book of 600 pages.   However the magic eventually worked on me as I was caught up into the chase, the succession of violent encounters as Harry, Hermione and Ron flee for their lives and squabble with one another before the final confrontation of good and evil.

Why is Harry Potter so popular among all types of young people and many parents?  Does this popularity explain much about young people today?

Harry Potter not only has many readers but a large number of enthusiastic and loyal followers who do not like him being criticized.  This is particularly true of those who have grown up with him, his peers who have read each volume and stuck with him to the very end; the first Harry Potter generation.

We should remember that young people today are so used to the marvels of technology that magical fantasies are less exceptional for them than for their parents and grandparents.  As always most children love entering the world of magic, fairy stories, escaping the limits of normality (I wasn't one of these) and readers love a fast moving tale, especially when the adventures are exotic, the trumpets are calling the good to battle and the narrative is strong and racy.

Through television and computers young people know much more than their predecessors, but often only at a surface level.  They are encouraged to be curious, provided the curiosity is not costly or demanding and many have an itch for novelty, a fascination with technological marvels, the mysterious and abnormal, especially if they are ignorant of genuine religious traditions.

Many of this last group are restless and rootless, seeking limits, yearning for a good cause and more than happy to identify with the victims of injustice, with those who bravely confront evil and loyally stick with one another.

Harry Potter fits their bill as a hero, although he also appeals to good young Christians.

The series deserves to be widely read, but I am unsure why it is so hugely popular.  We live in an uneasy, somewhat empty time of change.

It is also my suspicion that future generations will wonder why we made such a fuss of Harry Potter.

Harry Potter a 'wrong kind of hero': Vatican 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/vatican-slams-harry-potter-as-wrong-kind-of-hero/articleshow/2704462.cms 

January 16, 2008

The Vatican City has slammed J K Rowling's Harry Potter as "the wrong kind of hero" who poses a danger to children across the world. In a damning article, the Vatican's official newspaper 'L'Osservatore Romano' has condemned the popular teenage boy wizard for promoting witchcraft and occult -- the Church's latest view on the Potter series. 
Under the headline 'The Double Face of Harry Potter', the article by an expert in English literature says: "Despite the values that we come across in the narration, at the base of this story, witchcraft is proposed as a positive ideal. The violent manipulation of things and people comes thanks to knowledge of the occult. The ends justify the means because the knowledgeable, the chosen ones, the intellectuals know how to control the dark powers and turn them into good." 
This a grave and deep lie, because it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with a secret knowledge. The characterisation of common men who do not know magic as 'muggles' who know nothing other than bad and wicked things is a truly diabolical attitude." The writer, Professor Edoardo Rialti of Florence University, has also tried to establish a parallel between the "fantasy masterpieces" -- CS Lewis's 'Chronicles of Narnia' and JRR Tolkien's 'The Lord of the Rings' -- with Potter, according to The Daily Telegraph. 

He argues that other than "superficially apparent common points", there's nothing similar between the books. While the works of Tolkien and Lewis show "a transcendence and the beauty of the infinite," he claims Harry Potter books have an "inverted and confused spirituality: A world where bad is good" and that they are characterised by a "vague, new-age philosophy". 

While the works of Tolkien and Lewis show "a transcendence and the beauty of the infinite", he claims Harry Potter books have an "inverted and confused spirituality: A world where bad is good" and that they are characterised by a "vague, new-age philosophy". 
A spokesman for JK Rowling has, however, declined to comment. 

Harry Potter can help us explain Word of God 

http://www.cathnews.com/news/308/47.php 

August 8, 2003
Harry Potter books play into the hands of a cynical press that is only too happy show the Church in a negative light. The truth is of course that the Harry Potter books have about as much to do with witchcraft and wizardry, as the Three Wise Men have to do with astrology. JK Rowling's books are as good a set of moral tales as any I've read. - Fr Ray Lyons 

Source: The Universe
Thumbs up for new Potter film: L’Osservatore 
http://www.phatmass.com/phorum/topic/96266-vatican-newspaper-gives-thumbs-up-to-new-potter-film/  
July 15, 2009

The Vatican newspaper L’Osservatore Romano gave the new Harry Potter movie four stars for promoting “friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving”, a break from the Holy See officials’ previous reservation that the books promote witchcraft.

The newspaper downplayed concerns that the film and book series by J.K. Rowling promote magic and witchcraft, Catholic News Service reported.

“Certainly, Rowling’s vision lacks a reference to transcendence, to a providential design in which people live their personal histories and history itself takes shape,” the paper said in its July 14 edition.

But, it said, the new film and the books make clear “the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first.”

“This is particularly true in the latest film,” the review said. “They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice.”

When the book is finished or the film credits roll, what is remembered are “the values of friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving” rather than the magic tricks, the newspaper said.

The Vatican newspaper even approves of the film’s treatment of adolescent love, the Associated Press reported, saying it achieves the “correct balance” and makes the stars more credible to the general audience.

The Vatican reviewer also was pleased that what it calls “the spastic search for immortality” epitomized by the evil sorcerer Voldemort is stigmatized.

Source 
Vatican newspaper praises values in new Harry Potter film (Catholic News Service)

Vatican gives Harry Potter film thumbs up (news.com.au)

Vatican newspaper praises new Harry Potter film (WNCT, AP)

L’Osservatore Romano: Two Thumbs Up to Harry Potter
http://www.traditioninaction.org/Cultural/D029_Potter.htm 
By Margaret C. Galitzin
Two years after its sensational praise of the sixth Harry Potter film, now in its July 13, 2011 issue, L’Osservatore Romano (OR) gave a shocking ‘double thumbs up’ to the last movie of that series: Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. It ran a short piece by Gaetano Vallini titled “Harry Potter's Last Battle,” assuring its readers that the eighth and last movie of the Rowling saga is “an epic finale” that clarifies good and evil. The same issue featured a second and larger article titled “Friendship and Sacrifice,” which declared the Harry Potter series is a “parable of the post-modern man.” 

In the news reports I read, excerpts from the two articles were either mixed together indiscriminately or presented as one piece. Since I believe it is important to know exactly what was said so we can judge accordingly, let me look briefly at each article.

“Harry Potter's last battle” 

OR journalist Vallini deems that the young students of Hogwarts have grown up and the sorcery they learned is now serving a good purpose, “fighting against the evil of the dark master and to save the world from his plans.” It is hard to believe that the Vatican newspaper would instruct the Catholic public that there are good sorcerers fighting against bad sorcerers. It is a complete disregard of Church teaching, which strongly states that all sorcery is evil, not to be dabbled with.
Vallini shortly recapitulates the film saga, with compliments to the fidelity of the screenplay to the novels. The only criticism he makes is that the preceding film was too drawn out and tedious. The lone feeble word of caution regards violence. 
The main appraisal of the film’s content is that the cards are on the table now in the struggle between good and evil. The values of friendship and sacrifice are stressed. In a “unique and long story of formation,” the hero and his companions “mature from the lightheartedness of childhood to the complex reality of adulthood.” 
Vallini concludes that Harry Potter, Ron and Hermione have grown up: “They have certainly realized that magic is only a narrative pretext, a tool in the fight against an unrealistic quest for immortality.” The spells are finished for the actors and audience, according to the Vatican journalist. His last words express a “hope for a sequel.” 

“Friendship and Sacrifice” 
The second article in that same OR issue is by Antonio Carreiro. He could hardly be more lavish in its praise. He is enthralled with the multitude of Potter fans, with the $6 billion profit the film series has reaped, and with the last and final film. “A phenomenon that knows no equal when we consider it in its entirety,” he asserts. 
He presents an ecumenical Potter who “fascinates, transmitting to children and adults ideals shared by non-believers and those who have had occasion to speak of the Gospel to the little ones.”

In his task of rinsing Potter, Carreiro justifies him as a “parable of post-modern man.” Lord Voldemort, also, “does not represent Satan.” He is just a man who “made the wrong choices, preferred evil to good, has not bothered to understand that love is a power that goes beyond himself. His resemblance to a serpent is a good metaphor to say that anyone who does not love a person is not truly human.” 
Thus, according to the OR article, it is not necessary to be Catholic to be good. Potter, the good wizard – “although he never declared himself Christian” – invites the bad wizard “to re-analyze his life, to repent, and to recognize the primacy of love over everything in order not to be eternally damned.” To be saved, according to this new gospel of Harry Potter, it is enough to love another human being. The mortal sin of Voldemort is his individualism and failure to love man, not God. 
This is the strange message of Carreiro article in L’Osservatore Romano, certainly at variance with Church teaching. 

A confusing Vatican flip flop 
I personally know several young Catholics who casually said they played with an ouija board at a Harry Potter party. Other games involved casting spells and throwing curses. These youth were surprised when I told them the Church forbids this type of games, which in fact is playing at black magic.

Up until 2008, I could tell those youth the Vatican disapproved of the Potter magic. Indeed, in an article titled “The Double Face of Harry Potter” (L’Osservatore Romano, January 15, 2008), Edoardo Rialti condemned it precisely because it extended an invitation to the occult and magic. 
His arguments, briefly stated, are these:
(There are only seemingly Christian values in the story, because at base it proposes witchcraft as a positive ideal; 

(It presents a universe where evil is good; 

(The wizards, the heroes, violently manipulate people and things thanks to their knowledge of the occult; it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with secret knowledge; 

(The young wizards have a disdain for ‘normal’ men (Muggles) who do not know magic. 

(There are many dangerous half-truths in this story, which raise up Harry Potter as “the wrong and malicious kind of hero.”

It seems to me that this critique, objective in 2008, remains true today. In fact, it could be said that now it is more timely and compelling in face of the growing interest of youth in the occult and magic. Neo-paganism claims to be the fastest-growing religion in North America – especially among young people – with the Internet being the prime means of proselytizing. 
So, what happened with L’Osservatore Romano? Why did it change its stance on the Harry Potter series? How can what was bad suddenly become good? I don’t know the whole answer, but this change certainly gives me the impression of a fluctuating concept of evil and, consequently, a new concept of morals. 
One can only wonder whether, by giving this contradictory orientation, the Vatican is not helping to destroy Church Morals.

Harry Potter and the Problem of Good and Evil
http://www.traditioninaction.org/HotTopics/d003ht.htm 
By Marian T. Horvat, Ph.D.
One of the greatest problems of the Harry Potter craze, as I see it, is the tremendous confusion between good and evil it is bound to generate among the youth, especially in the already-relativized ambience of our days. Children not only need absolutes, but seek them.
Harry Potter When I was young, I had a vivid image of the devil in my mind, taken from the illustrations of the Wupsey story in the Catholic Treasure Box magazine. Wupsey was the guardian angel of little Sunny at the mission of Mantuga. 

The devil was clearly evil with his red spots, forked tail, flaming tongues of hair and cloud of sulphuric smoke that trailed him like a shadow. The crafty demon was always plotting some evil against Sunny or tempting him to try some forbidden fruit, but it was the power of the good angel that always triumphed. 

This type of image made the demon very real for me – and even terrifying at times. Further, it instilled a healthy fear of anything associated with Satan or his work – including witches, wizards, spells, charms and séances. At the same time, I had the firm confidence that my guardian angel was much more powerful and that, if I had recourse to him in my fears in the dark night, he would always defeat the wiles of Satan. A simplistic vision, perhaps, but a very healthful one. 

It is this innocent and sound vision of the world that was threatened with the entrance of fictitious “good” witches and “good” magic - first Samantha, then the popular Sabrina the Teenage Witch and Buffy the Vampire Slayer. It seemed possible - at least in the minds of many impressionable youth, even Catholics - to be both good and a witch. 

And now, lest white magic be accused of favoring the weaker sex, we have Harry Potter, the hero of the best-seller series by English author Joanne Rowling. Harry Potter, an 11-year-old orphan raised by abusive relatives, just happens to be a wizard. A good wizard, mind you. He is kind, generous, shares and stands up for what is right, his official Website proclaims. There are some problems like foul language and youthful disrespect, but nothing too strong for our street-smart modern children, certainly. Quite surprisingly, even a Catholic “conservative” magazine such as Crisis, edited by Mr. Deal Hudson, has given a seal of approval to the “reading revolution” the Harry Potter series has generated among the youth. A vicar in the Church of England held a special “Harry Potter family service,” complete with wizards, pointy hats, and broomsticks. Apparently, today’s children are too sophisticated to become confused by the use of symbols associated with evil. They can distinguish good wizards from bad ones.

However, according to Catholic teaching, good wizards do not exist. There are no good spirits other than angels; there are no evil spirits except demons. The popular claim today is the practice of “white magic.” In current terminology, “white magic” means to take away spells and use the “powers of darkness” for good (an oxymoron if there ever was one), while “black magic” is to cast spells for the sake of evil. This notion is quite widespread. However, in reality “white magic” is all kinds of enchantments made without a direct appeal to the devil, and “black magic” is when the dependence upon Satan is explicit. It is not difficult to see. As Fr. Gabriele Amorth clearly states in his best-selling book An Exorcist Tells his Story (Ignatius Press, 1990), there is no essential difference between “white” and “black” magic. Every form of sorcery is practiced with indirect or direct recourse to Satan. 

It is a well-known maxim that where religion regresses, superstition progresses. Today we are seeing a proliferation of the occult, spiritism and witchcraft, a surge of interest among youth in dangerous occult links and the dark side of “witch-power.” The association of rock music with the occult and Satanism is well-documented (see Michael Matt’s new book, Gods of Wasteland). We are witnesses of horrific crimes with satanic hues committed by teen-agers and even 11-year-olds. At the same time, there are many people – including Catholic priests and theologians – who discount not only the extent of Satan’s influence upon human affairs, but Satan himself. If there is no Satan, then surely, there’s no harm in a little magic or sorcery. 

“Those modern theologians who identify Satan with the abstract idea of evil are completely mistaken,” says Fr. Amorth, one of the world’s best-known exorcists, who knows from experience that the devil really exists. “That is true heresy; that is, it is openly in contrast with the Bible, the Fathers and the Magisterium of the Church.” And, he adds, it is obvious that this belief facilitates the work of the rebellious angels. 

This attitude - which makes light of sorcery, charms and spells - permeates the Harry Potter novels. Father Amorth, however, makes it quite clear that in this realm even the apparently most indifferent things are bad. There is a universal allure to have hidden power over things and persons – be it the ability to tongue-tie an English teacher or concoct a love potion. However, what starts as fun and jokes can end in a horrendous reality. Fr. Amorth seriously notes that the most common way a person can suffer blamelessly from powers of evil is through sorcery. Sorcery also is the most frequent cause in those who are struck by possession or other evil influences. Yet sorcery is presented in Harry Potter books in a lighthearted and ingenuous way. Parents who believe their children will never be tempted to dabble in the black arts that make Harry so successful and popular seem as naive as the churchmen who refuse to believe in sorcery. 

Curses are another reality presented without the necessary distinctions that Catholics always learned. Actually, there are curses that are holy. These come from God for instance, God’s curse upon the Serpent in the Garden of Paradise. But it is quite clear that the curses in the Harry Potter books are not of this type. On the Harry Potter website, one can find a list of spells used in the series, some that seem indifferent enough: the Alohomora - the door-unlocking spell, or the Tarantallegra - the dancing spell. But then there is the Avada Kedavra - the killing curse (an Unforgivable Curse), and the Crucio! - a painful curse. Or the Imperio - a curse of total control. These kinds of curses have a very simple definition for Catholics: to harm others through demonic intervention. Scripture forbids these practices, because they are a rejection of God and a turning toward Satan: “There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who practices divination, a soothsayer or an augur, or a sorcerer, or a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For whoever does these things is an abomination to the Lord.” (Dt. 18: 10-12) I could cite many other verses.

Harry Potter - not so innocent or harmless 

What I fear the young reader of Harry Potter novels will not realize is that such curses invoke evil - and the origin of all evil is demonic. 
Further, Fr. Amorth reminds us, “When curses are spoken with true perfidy, especially if there is a blood relationship between the one who casts them and the accursed, the outcome can be terrible.” He gives many frightening examples. 

Spell (also known as malefice or hex) comes from the Latin male factus – to do evil. Spells can be cast, for example, by mixing something into a victim’s food or drink. They are real, Fr. Amorth insists, he has done many exorcisms to free people from just such spells. Their evil efficacy lies not so much in the material used itself as in the will to harm through demonic intervention. Yet it is this demonic intervention that the Harry Potter novels nefariously ignore. 

Magic is presented as a funny thing, a game. Spells are “cool.” Books are being published on the subject, such as Spells of Teenage Witches, described by its author as “a self-help book for young people.” A witch and officer of the Pagan Federation wrote The Young Witches Handbook, which includes spells for passing school exams or attracting a partner. Apparently there is no reason for concern. No one talks about the fact that what starts as silly spells can lead to spiritual and psychological damage, and even demonic obsession or possession. 

What is most dangerous about the Harry Potter novels? It is precisely this: they don’t appear dangerous. Harry Potter and his friends cast spells, read crystal balls, and everything is fine. The author takes very serious matters that the Catholic Church has always condemned and cautioned her children to stay far away from – magic, charms, spells, sorcery, palm-reading, Ouija boards, etc. – and treats them in a trivial, and even jesting fashion. In today’s climate, charged with invitations to experiment with the occult, it is too much to open the door even an inch to the Prince of Darkness, “who prowls about the world seeking the ruin of souls.” Books that make sorcery and spells and charms seem so amusing and harmless are deceitful. At best, they certainly encourage children to take a smilingly tolerant New Age view of witchcraft. In my view, already that is too much. 

Non liceat Christianis to even dabble in magic or sorcery, says St. Thomas Aquinas: 

“Man has not been entrusted with power over the demons to employ them to whatsoever purpose he will. On the contrary, it is appointed that he should wage war against the demons. Hence in no way is it lawful for man to make use of the demons’ help by compacts - either tacit or express” (II-II; q. 96, a. 3). 

I find it lamentable that the exorcism was taken out of the Baptismal ritual, and almost criminal that the St. Michael the Archangel prayer, which used to be recited after every Mass, has been eliminated after Novus Ordo Masses. And I think there will be many mea culpas to be made by those sophisticated parents who find critiques like this of the Harry Potter series “just too serious,” even when the author herself is warning them that her works will become increasingly dark and potentially disturbing. 

It is necessary to consider that even the innocent souls of children, under the influence of this kind of darkness, without habitual recourse to the Faith and the assistance of grace, can lead in the near or distant future to serious disorders and horrendous crimes. As I consider the series of adventures of Harry Potter, which presents sorcery and all kinds of spells and divinations as normal, I am reminded of the condemnation made by the prophet Isaiah: “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness.” (5:20)
Harry Potter Star Blasts Parents Who Oppose Gay Sex Ed in Schools 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/harry-potter-star-blasts-parents-who-oppose-gay-sex-ed-in-schools  
By John-Henry Westen, London, August 13, 2009 
20-year-old Harry Potter star Daniel Radcliffe has, in an interview with a homosexual magazine, expressed anger and intolerance for parents who oppose education about homosexual sex in the classroom.  "Then there's all this stuff at the moment, which is hateful, about people being up in arms about the idea of gay sex education in schools.  Hello!?!  Actually for the one or two gay kids in the class, it's f***ing vital!  It really makes me angry," he said in an interview with Attitude.

The magazine quotes Radcliffe continuing his tirade against pro-family parents saying: "I just loathe homophobia. It's just disgusting and animal and stupid and it's just thick people who can't get their heads around it and are just scared."

He concluded the point assuring his interviewer, "I'm not just saying that because I'm being interviewed for Attitude. I'd be using a lot stronger language if this wasn't on tape."

Radcliffe returned to the theme when asked about Potter author Rowling’s admission  that she intended one of the characters in the novels and film to be homosexual.  "The idea that there can't be a gay character in a kid's film," he said.  "It's the same thing, this terrible fear of exposing anybody below the age of consent to anything vaguely gay … it's ridiculous.  I just brushed those questions aside.  I'd never normally do that but some things I won't waste my time with."

Explaining his stance on the issue Radcliffe said, "I grew up around gay people entirely."

Related articles:

US Christian Groups React Strongly to Harry Potter Books’ Homosexual Character 
Harry Potter Author Plays Dumb: Acts Surprised at Reactions to Gay Character 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/oct/07102505.html 

Harry Potter Fan WebSite Lauds Rowling Stating a Main Character Is Gay 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/5289235/Harry-Potter-actor-Daniel-Radcliffes-friendship-with-New-York-draq-queen.html" \t "_blank" Harry Potter actor Daniel Radcliffe's friendship with New York draq queen 

Naked Harry Potter Upsets Parents
SEX EDUCATION-DIETRICH VON HILDEBRAND 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEX_EDUCATION-DIETRICH_VON_HILDEBRAND.doc 
SEX EDUCATION AND VIOLENCE-FR FINBARR FLANAGAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEX_EDUCATION_AND_VIOLENCE-FR_FINBARR_FLANAGAN.doc
SEX EDUCATION OR SEX PERVERSION IN SCHOOLS-FR FINBARR FLANAGAN 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SEX_EDUCATION_OR_SEX_PERVERSION_IN_SCHOOLS-FR_FINBARR_FLANAGAN.doc
New Moon has "deviant message": Vatican 

http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=17909
November 24, 2009
The Pontifical Council for Culture has expressed concerns over the growing popularity of the Twilight vampire series, and called its newest film a "moral vacuum with a deviant message." 

The second in the series, the series: New Moon, hit cinemas worldwide on Friday November 20 

"This film is nothing more than a moral vacuum with a deviant message and as such should be of concern," said Monsignor Franco Perazzolo of the Pontifical Council of Culture. 

He condemned the film for its occult imagery and described those elements as a "moral void more dangerous than any deviant message." 

"Monsignor Perazzolo said: "Men and women are transformed with horrible masks and it is once again that age old trick or ideal formula of using extremes to make an impact at the box office." 

Vatican officials previously criticised the Harry Potter film franchise for its themes of magic and wizardry, as well as Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons for their depiction of the Catholic Church. 

Twilight, based on books by US author Stephanie Meyer, tells the story of a romance between vampire Edward Cullen (Robert Pattinson) and Bella Swan (Kristen Stewart). 

FULL STORY Vatican slams vampire blockbuster Twilight deviant moral vacuum (Daily Mail) 
The film was favorably reviewed in CathNews http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=17894 by Fr Peter Malone, Australian Catholic Office for Film and Broadcasting: http://www.catholic.org.au/index.php?; http://www.catholic.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1395:new-moon-the-twilight-saga-new-moon&catid=95:film-reviews-2009&Itemid=320 Official Website of the Australian Bishops’ Conference

Fr Peter Malone MSC directs the film desk of SIGNIS: the World Association of Catholic Communicators, and is an associate of the Australian Catholic Office for Film & Broadcasting.
Note: CathNews is an unreliable, liberal site
Do Twilight, Harry Potter open door to the Devil? 
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/do-twilight-harry-potter-open-door-to-the-devil-20100320-qn74.html 

By Linda Morris, March 21, 2010
The appointment of a new exorcist by Sydney's Catholic Church precedes a warning by a senior clergyman that generation Y risks a dangerous fascination with the occult fuelled by the Twilight and Harry Potter series.

Julian Porteous, the auxiliary bishop of Sydney, warns that pursuing such ''alternative'' relaxation techniques as yoga, reiki, massages and tai chi may encourage experimentation with ''deep and dark spiritual ideas and traditions''.

Bishop Porteous, who is second to Cardinal George Pell in the Sydney Archdiocese, told The Sun-Herald the Twilight and Harry Potter books and films ''are attractive to adolescents and can be innocent enough.

''However, they can open up a fascination with this mysterious world and invite exploration of various phenomena through the use of occult practices like séances.''

Exorcism is no fantasy according to the church, with the Sydney archdiocese last month appointing an as-yet unnamed priest, suitably ''endowed with piety, knowledge, prudence and integrity of life'' to conduct exorcisms, as required by Catholic canon law.

In Rome, the Vatican is preparing its first official English translation of the rite of exorcism, which was promulgated in 1614 and reissued in 1999. Its chief exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, claimed this month to have carried out 70,000 exorcisms. Bishop Porteous - who has stood in as exorcist for the Sydney archdiocese over the past five years - warns that yoga, reiki massages and tai chi can lead to people being in the grip of ''demonic forces''.

''A person can move from the use of a simple practice to de-stress to embracing the underlining theory and religious beliefs because these all come out of religious traditions of the East and people can then find themselves in the grip of demonic forces,'' he said. ''People can be naive in that regard.''

But David Tacey, associate professor of English at La Trobe University, said demonic possession was an archaism long discredited by science, psychology and modern theology. Any suggestion that reiki massage, yoga and tai chi could have evil influence were ''expressions of Western ignorance about Eastern practices'', he said. ''This is an example of how certain voices in the church have no idea about other cultures and religions,'' Professor Tacey said. ''To argue that only Christianity can rescue people from these supposed 'demonic' forces is a wonderful evangelical trick. The arrogance and ignorance … is … transparent, and anyone can see through it as an attempt to recruit people to the failing mainstream religion.''

The main signs of ''diabolical influence'' recognised by the Catholic Church include speaking in unknown languages, including ancient tongues, and exhibiting superhuman strength.

Some victims have spoken to Bishop Porteous of feeling an evil presence around them or of feeling an oppressive force bearing down on their chest.

Bishop Porteous has been verbally abused during exorcisms yet he says he does not fear the Devil. ''You're conscious the powers of Christ are greater than the powers of evil,'' he said.

What happens during an exorcism
The minor rite can be done by any priest and provides prayers of protection and assistance for people who fear they are being tempted by the devil. Prayers of minor exorcism are built in to the rite of baptism.

The major rite applies to cases of full demonic possession. The priest wears a purple stole, representing his role as a leader of the church. He carries holy water which he sprinkles over the victim during prayers. The crucifix is held aloft, representing the most potent symbol of Christ's victory over evil. Prayers are either dedicative or indicative. During dedicative prayer, the exorcist asks God to drive out an evil spirit. The indicative prayer directly commands the demon to leave: ''I command you evil spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ, begone.''

Potter Critic Michael O'Brien Takes on the Vampires of Twilight
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/potter-critic-michael-obrien-takes-on-the-vampires-of-twilight
By John-Henry Westen, Ottawa, January 7, 2010 
Experiences of authors Rowling and Meyer are similar, with both their novels "permeated with occultism" 

By John-Henry Westen

One of the world's best-known critics of the Harry Potter series has produced an insightful analysis of the best-selling Twilight series of novels written by Stephenie Meyer.  Author, artist and speaker Michael O'Brien argues convincingly that the latest vampire novel series dangerously twists evil into good and may even be demonically influenced.

O'Brien points out that the books have garnered immense popularity having sold more than 85 million copies and having been translated into 38 languages. "This, despite the fact they are poorly written teen romances, pulp fiction with a twist of supernatural horror combined with racing hormones and high school boy-girl relationships."

Explaining the root, of "how such a thinly plotted bloody mess has managed to obtain such an enormous worldwide following," O'Brien suggests that it is driven by romantic fantasy charged with powerful stimulation of the senses. 

"In the Twilight series the main characters are highly attractive young people. For example, Bella describes Edward as 'excruciatingly lovely and forever seventeen.'" In the two films released to date, Edward is acted by the 'narcotically beautiful' Robert Pattinson, as one feminine commentator put it. Jacob Black's handsome face is matched by shirtless exposure of his muscled torso, as is the case with others in his werewolf pack. Bella, acted by Kristen Stewart, is very pretty (though not quite as much as her vampire friends). The Volturi look like exotic, exceedingly pale fashion models.
"Physical beauty is the glue that holds the whole banal tale together," writes O'Brien. "If one were to dim down the prettiness and subtract the horror from these four novels and their films … they would become no more than mind-numbing Harlequin Romances for very immature teenage girls."

The Potter critic, who was sought out by CNN and much of the world's media for his analysis of JK Rowling's works, sees a moral danger in Meyer's books as well.  "The sexual attraction and the appeal to romantic feelings, combined with the allure of mystery," he says, "all obscure the real horror of the tale, which is the degradation of the image and likeness of God in man, and the false proposal that consuming the lifeblood of another human being bestows life all around."

Quoting E. Michael Jones on the subject, O'Brien notes that Vampirism is the anti-thesis of Christianity, "Both Christ and Dracula deal with blood and eternal life … Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers' blood so that he could have eternal life."

But beyond the evidence in the books, O'Brien points to Meyer's own accounts of the inspiration for her novels to warn of it's questionable revelation.

Meyer said she received the main characters in a dream, and that they were "quite literally, voices in my head" as she wrote the novels.

O'Brien also cites author Steve Wohlberg on the subject who drew out the eerie similarities between Rowling's inspiration for Potter and Meyer's for Twilight, both beginning with an unusual dream.  "The character of Harry Potter just popped into my head, fully formed," Rowling reflected in 2001. "Looking back, it was all quite spooky!" She also stated to inquiring media that the Potter books "almost wrote themselves."

Writes Wohlberg: "When those mesmerizing tales first burst into the brains of these two women, neither was an established writer. Both were novices. They weren't rich either. Now they are millionaires many times over. Their experiences are similar, with common threads. Both of their novels are permeated with occultism. Based on this, it's appropriate to wonder, is there a supernatural source behind these revelations? If so, what is it?"

O'Brien quotes Meyer for a clue to the answer.  "After her unexpected rise to stardom, she later confessed: 'I actually did have a dream after Twilight was finished of Edward coming to visit me-only I had gotten it wrong and he did drink blood like every other vampire and you couldn't live on animals the way I'd written it. We had this conversation and he was terrifying.'"

Twilight's embedded spiritual narrative, O'Brien concludes is this: "You shall be as gods. You will overcome death on your own terms. You will be master over death. Good and evil are not necessarily what Western civilization has, until now, called good and evil. You will define the meaning of symbols and morals and human identity. And all of this is subsumed in the ultimate message: The image and likeness of God in you can be the image and likeness of a god whose characteristics are satanic, as long as you are a 'basically good person.'
"In this way, coasting on a tsunami of intoxicating visuals and emotions, the image of supernatural evil is transformed into an image of supernatural good."

Read O'Brien's full analysis on his website.

Universal Orlando to Open Immersive 'Harry Potter World'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/universal-orlando-to-open-immersive-harry-potter-world
Follows One Month after Michael O'Brien Book Release

Orlando, Florida, May 19, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com) - "The Wizarding World of Harry Potter," a new amusement park re-creating the world of the Harry Potter series of books and movies, will open to the public at Islands of Adventure at Universal Orlando - one month after the release of a new book by Catholic fictional author Michael O'Brien questioning the popular series' relationship with the occult.

"From magical spells to magical creatures, from dark villains to daring heroes, it's all here at The Wizarding World of Harry Potter," states the Web site of the new attraction, set to open to the public June 18. "Join Harry Potter and his friends as you venture into a world where magic is real...and excitement knows no bounds."

Author J.K. Rowling has reportedly approved of the venture.

While many Christian and Catholic families have embraced the wildly popular Harry Potter series as a harmless pastime for children, one Catholic author has published an extended evaluation of the series that critiques its worldview of and influence on Christian culture.

Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture, says Canadian fiction author Michael O'Brien, was created from a series of articles over a ten-year period exploring the spiritual and cultural ramification of the series' portrayal of witchcraft, magic, and the occult.   
In the preface, O'Brien explains that, while he long avoided the novels, he eventually felt urged to do so after three friends separately described their "spiritual nausea" after having begun reading the series.

"All three encouraged me to read the books and write an assessment. Was it a coincidence, or was it one of those moments when the Holy Spirit was speaking, sending a nudge in triplicate?" wrote O'Brien. Although not initially skeptical of the books, his subsequent experience with what he considers a brush with the demonic solidified his mistrust of a series that Cardinal Ratzinger also once condemned as containing "subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly."  

In a separate summary, O'Brien says he found that Harry Potter is perpetuating a "culture of the cults" that corrupts Christian symbology, and with it, the foundation of Christian culture. "While most Christians would never knowingly exchange symbols of evil for symbols of good, many have accepted a new realm of eclectic symbology that allows a mixture of good and evil symbols to influence their thoughts and feelings," he writes. "But two contradictory symbol worlds cannot long remain in a state of peaceful co-existence within us. Either one or the other will come to dominate and will eventually demand the expulsion of the other." 

Bishop Julian Porteous, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Sydney, Australia, and a practicing exorcist, in a review for the book noted that he has "long had serious reservations about the spiritual underpinning to the Harry Potter series." 

Bishop Porteous told The Sun-Herald in March that the Harry Potter books and films ''are attractive to adolescents and can be innocent enough," but "can open up a fascination with this mysterious world and invite exploration of various phenomena through the use of occult practices like séances.'' 

"Like Michael O'Brien, I believe Catholic parents need to be alerted to the possible negative influences that these books can have on the moral and spiritual formation of their children," said Porteous.

LifeSiteNews.com Editor in Chief John-Henry Westen said the book "will enable parents to comprehend the messages which have been fed to their children and give them the points and arguments which will hopefully be the antidote to properly reset their moral order." "In all, the author's new book teaches Christians how to discern harmless fantasy literature and film from that which is destructive to heart, mind and soul," said Westen.

Ultimately, said O'Brien in his preface, his criticism of the book was rooted in a concern over seeing children stumbling in the way of the occult. 

"If you were walking along a busy street and saw a child dart into traffic, would you not drop everything and leap to save him, even though you knew it would endanger your own life?" he asked. 

"By the same principle, if you were to see a child lured into a realm where the activities of demons and the arch-demon Satan have a very long track-record of seducing souls into bondage, and potentially into eternal death, would you not drop everything and do what you could to warn him?"

Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture is available for $24.90 USD with free worldwide shipping.

Click here to purchase Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture.
'Twilight' of the West – Films with Demonic Influence? 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/twilight-of-the-west-films-with-demonic-influence 
By John-Henry Westen, Ottawa, June 29, 2010
Wednesday’s release of "The Twilight Saga: Eclipse" promises to be a blockbuster success, if last week’s premiere in Los Angeles, where hundreds of fans camped out for days in advance to get a glimpse, is any indication.  
The film’s massive popularity comes as no surprise to Canadian novelist and author Michael O’Brien, who analyzes the Twilight series in his latest book.  O'Brien argues convincingly that the vampire novel series dangerously twists evil into good and may even be demonically influenced.

Commenting today on the film’s release, O’Brien told LifeSiteNews, “Unprecedented cultural phenomena such as the Twilight series, Harry Potter and Phillip Pullman’s Dark Materials series represent a sliding scale of familiarity with evil. It is time for the people of the West to awaken to the fact that we are in the midst of a cultural revolution that is reshaping our understanding of reality itself in powerful ways. It succeeds in this by rewarding us with copious sensual pleasures stimulating the imagination in all the wrong directions.”
In his book, O'Brien points out that the Twilight books have garnered immense popularity, having sold more than 85 million copies and having been translated into 38 languages. The films are now dwarfing these successes. "This, despite the fact they are poorly written teen romances, pulp fiction with a twist of supernatural horror combined with racing hormones and high school boy-girl relationships," writes O’Brien.

Explaining the root of "how such a thinly plotted bloody mess has managed to obtain such an enormous worldwide following," O'Brien suggests that it is driven by romantic fantasy charged with powerful stimulation of the senses.

"In the Twilight series the main characters are highly attractive young people. For example, Bella describes Edward as 'excruciatingly lovely and forever seventeen.'" In the two films released to date, Edward is acted by the 'narcotically beautiful' Robert Pattinson, as one feminine commentator put it. Jacob Black's handsome face is matched by shirtless exposure of his muscled torso, as is the case with others in his werewolf pack. Bella, acted by Kristen Stewart, is also attractive (though not quite as much as her vampire friends). The Volturi look like exotic, exceedingly pale fashion models.

"Physical beauty is the glue that holds the whole banal tale together," writes O'Brien. "If one were to dim down the prettiness and subtract the horror from these four novels and their films … they would become no more than mind-numbing Harlequin Romances for very immature teenage girls."

O’Brien, who’s book covers both Twilight and Harry Potter, writes that "The sexual attraction and the appeal to romantic feelings, combined with the allure of mystery all obscure the real horror of the tale, which is the degradation of the image and likeness of God in man, and the false proposal that consuming the lifeblood of another human being bestows life all around."

Quoting E. Michael Jones on the subject, O'Brien notes that Vampirism is the anti-thesis of Christianity, "Both Christ and Dracula deal with blood and eternal life … Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers' blood so that he could have eternal life."

But beyond the evidence in the books, O'Brien points to Meyer's own accounts of the inspiration for her novels to warn of its questionable revelation.

Meyer said she received the main characters in a dream, and that they were "quite literally, voices in my head" as she wrote the novels.

O'Brien also cites author Steve Wohlberg, who drew out the eerie similarities between Rowling's inspiration for Potter and Meyer's for Twilight, both of which began with an unusual dream.  "The character of Harry Potter just popped into my head, fully formed," Rowling reflected in 2001. "Looking back, it was all quite spooky!" She also stated to inquiring media that the Potter books "almost wrote themselves."

Writes Wohlberg: "When those mesmerizing tales first burst into the brains of these two women, neither was an established writer. Both were novices. They weren't rich either. Now they are millionaires many times over. Their experiences are similar, with common threads. Both of their novels are permeated with occultism. Based on this, it's appropriate to wonder, is there a supernatural source behind these revelations? If so, what is it?"

O'Brien quotes Meyer for a clue to the answer.  "After her unexpected rise to stardom, she later confessed: 'I actually did have a dream after Twilight was finished of Edward coming to visit me - only I had gotten it wrong and he did drink blood like every other vampire and you couldn't live on animals the way I'd written it. We had this conversation and he was terrifying.'"

Twilight's embedded spiritual narrative, O'Brien concludes, is this: "You shall be as gods. You will overcome death on your own terms. You will be master over death. Good and evil are not necessarily what Western civilization has, until now, called good and evil. You will define the meaning of symbols and morals and human identity. And all of this is subsumed in the ultimate message: The image and likeness of God in you can be the image and likeness of a god whose characteristics are satanic, as long as you are a 'basically good person.'"

Exorcism

http://www.trosch.org/chu/exorcism.htm 
By Father David C. Trosch
The Rite (Ritual) for expelling demons (devils) from people certified as being possessed by authorized Catholic priests. 

WARNING: Only Catholic priests who are both legally and morally ordained and are faithful to the teachings of Sacred Scripture, as validly understood through the legitimate moral authority of the Church, and who remain spiritually sound should attempt an exorcism.   
Devils are powerful beings and can be extremely harmful to the unqualified.  Instead, praying the Exorcism Prayer is encouraged.
Preliminary actions for those recognizing satanic activity in relation to themselves: 

Immediately reject any and all types of unnatural insights whether they occur in a dream or while in a waking state. Such insights commonly originate in the occult and are of satanic origin. Such insights may refer to a past, present of future event. They are intended to seem worthy with resultant enhancement of self-esteem. Eventually the evil spirits giving these insights, feelings, or seeing of auroras will seek full control over a captivated persons being. Such possessions or manifestations frequently occur to those who have used or participated in the following: 

Ouija boards, Séances, Magic 8 balls, Palm reading (even as a game), Tea leaf reading, Fortune-telling, Potions, Incantations, Yoga (even as exercise), Martial Arts (in most cases), Dungeons and Dragons, Harry Potter Books, Eastern Mysticism, Tarot Cards, etc.

When one begins honestly trying to live the Christian life, one MUST break with all Satanic influences that one has accepted in one's life. This would include all organized occultic behavior. Many of these things are presented as games or midway attractions at a county fair, but they're actually portals of access for the attack of one or devils. It may have been years since one was involved but until it is recognized as sin, confessed, and absolved with proper penance, the doors remain open for Satan's entry.
Many people never know that the games they were involved with as children are mortal sins that will send them to hell without proper repentance.
It is not enough to say that you never did it yourself. To be aware that any of these things are being done and not to say something against it is to give tacit approval by your presence. Such failure jeopardizes your own soul. 

Avoid other conditions and associations that breed satanic influence concerning one's spiritual life: 

Disassociate from drugs, alcohol, tobacco, illicit sex, pornography. 

Terminate association with any of the following and similar organizations: 

Freemasonry, Skull and Bones, Illuminati, B'nai B'rith, Cecil Rhodes Scholars, Satanism, Wicca, Eastern Star, Shriners, York Rite, Scottish Rite, Amaranth, DeMolay, Order of the Rainbow for Girls, Job's Daughters and ALL other Secret Societies. 

Eastern Religions, Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses, Rotary International, Kiwanis International, Lions Club, and similar organizations most of which are at least indirectly associated with Freemasonry. 
Harry Potter a 'Christ-like' figure, says theologian 

http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=23960 
October 27, 2010
A Scottish theologian said Harry Potter should be seen as a "Christ-like" figure, rather than condemned by religious commentators, because the boy wizard promotes Christian values.

The Reverend Stephen Holmes, acting head of divinity at St Andrews University in Scotland, said the Harry Potter books contained an obvious Christian narrative - although author J.K. Rowling has said her books contain no religious agenda, according to a report by the Telegraph in the Sydney Morning Herald.

''What do you need to succeed at Hogwarts? Courage, self-sacrifice, careful logic and to be unselfish. It's almost a classical list of Christian values.''

The Biblical inspiration was most apparent in the final book, Harry Potter And The Deathly Hallows - the film of which will be released next month - when Harry confronts his arch enemy for the final time.

''What happens gives the strong impression that Harry dies, discovers an afterlife in a place called King's Cross - a striking reference from a Christian perspective, and comes back to life.

''The effect of his death has been to render impotent the power of evil. That is a Christian narrative which is almost impossible not to recognise.''

Full story Harry Potter 'is like Christ' Sydney Morning Herald/Telegraph

A reader’s response:
How does the (faulty) syllogism go - dogs have four legs, this cat has four legs, therefore ... –Peter, Canberra, 
Controversial Austrian priest now a bishop
http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=11485
February 3, 2009 
The new bishop of Linz, Austria, is controversial priest, Fr Gerhard Maria Wagner, who suggested Hurricane Katrina was provoked by sin in New Orleans and described Harry Potter novels as "satanism", Pope Benedict has decided. 

Fr Gerhard Maria Wagner, 54, the rector of Windischgarsten parish, first gained notice in 2001 when he described JK Rowling's popular Harry Potter novels as "satanism" and warned against the magical spells and formulas used in the novels, The Inquirer reports. 

In 2005, Wagner was quoted in a parish newsletter as saying he was convinced the death and destruction of Hurricane Katrina earlier that year was "divine retribution" for New Orleans' tolerance of homosexuals and laid back sexual attitudes, PR Inside adds. 
Kath.Net, a Catholic news agency in Austria, released in 2005 excerpts of what it said were comments Wagner made in a parish newsletter in Linz about Katrina. 

It said the newsletter quoted Wagner as saying Katrina destroyed not only nightclubs and brothels in New Orleans, but also abortion clinics. 

"The conditions of immorality in this city are indescribable," Wagner was quoted as saying. 

After the Hurricane Katrina disaster in 2005, he again commented: "It's no coincidence that in New Orleans all five abortion clinics as well as night clubs were destroyed." 

And he asked: "Is the noticeable rise in natural disasters a consequence of environmental pollution or rather of spiritual pollution?" 

Bishop elect Wagner's nomination, which was welcomed by the bishop of Linz, will be officially announced at the Vatican on Wednesday, ahead of his consecration in Linz on March 22. 

Source

Pope names ultra-conservative in Linz (Inquirer) 

A reader’s response: 

The Church teaches us that our sins cause suffering, in this life and the next. There is nothing heretical in saying that hurricanes and similar lethal natural disasters are divine retribution for sins. For goodness' sake, God's inerrant Word says the same thing many times. And many others (including many non-Catholics) have remarked that New Orleans is (or was) a particularly immoral city, even by US standards; doubly culpable because of its relatively high proportion of Catholics in the population. 
Nor is there anything heretical in holding the opinion that the Potter books are satanic. Many other leading Catholics have said the same, whilst many others (such as Cd Pell) strongly disagree.
That's one of the great things about the Church, WE DON'T HAVE TO AGREE ABOUT EVERYTHING, except the essentials of our Faith. At least that's what I thought, until the politically-correct-police started screaming blue murder here. -Ronk
Vatican newspaper gives thumbs up to new Potter film
http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=15138
July 15, 2009 
The Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano gave the new Harry Potter movie four stars for promoting "friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving", a break from the Holy See officials' previous reservation that the books promote witchcraft. 

The newspaper downplayed concerns that the film and book series by J.K. Rowling promote magic and witchcraft, Catholic News Service reported. 

"Certainly, Rowling's vision lacks a reference to transcendence, to a providential design in which people live their personal histories and history itself takes shape," the paper said in its July 14 edition. 

But, it said, the new film and the books make clear "the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first." 

"This is particularly true in the latest film," the review said. "They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice." 

When the book is finished or the film credits roll, what is remembered are "the values of friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving" rather than the magic tricks, the newspaper said. 

The Vatican newspaper even approves of the film's treatment of adolescent love, the Associated Press reported, saying it achieves the "correct balance" and makes the stars more credible to the general audience. 

The Vatican reviewer also was pleased that what it calls "the spastic search for immortality" epitomized by the evil sorcerer Voldemort is stigmatized. 

SOURCE Vatican newspaper praises values in new Harry Potter film (Catholic News Service) 

Vatican gives Harry Potter film thumbs up (news.com.au) 

Vatican newspaper praises new Harry Potter film (WNCT, AP)
Australians turning to exorcisms, church claims Harry Potter and new age spirituality to blame 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/archive/national-old/australians-turning-to-exorcisms-church-claims-harry-potter-and-new-age-spirituality-to-blame/story-e6freuzr-122596929242 
By Cameron Stewart, The Australian  December 10, 2010
In November last year, one of the world's leading exorcists quietly slipped into Sydney at the invitation of the Catholic Church. 
It was a long journey for Father Jeremy Davies, exorcist for London’s Westminster Archdiocese, but there was important business afoot for the grey-haired 74-year-old, reports The Australian.
The destination for Davies, co-founder of the International Association of Exorcists in Rome, was Mary MacKillop Place in North Sydney, where the tomb of Australia’s only saint lies. 
Waiting for him were 27 other priests, including Bishop Julian Porteous, the Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, second only to Cardinal George Pell in the Sydney Archdiocese.
For the next two days Father Davies led a discreet forum on the ancient rite of exorcism: the expulsion of demons and evil spirits from those who fear they are possessed. 
“It was done quietly,” Bishop Porteous says. “Some of those who attended were not officially exorcists, but I brought together those who had some involvement in this area. Priests who work in this area have little support and so I wanted them to reflect and talk about it.”

The underlying reason for Father Davies’ visit is one that is usually only talked about in whispers within the church. 
For reasons no one can be quite sure about, a growing number of people are approaching the church to seek help in expelling what they believe are demonic spirits.

“Many of these people who approach the church for exorcism have got involved with various new-age or occult practices,” says Bishop Porteous.

“What starts off seeming innocuous and not creating any difficulties at some stage turns dark. They start to experience quite frightening personal phenomena and it is at this stage that they turn for help.”

Bishop Porteous sees a link between the growing demand for exorcisms and the spiritual adventurism of young Australians.

He says the growth of non-Christian alternative relaxation techniques such as yoga and reiki, as well as forms of divination such as tarot cards, fortune-telling and séances, pose temptations that could invite demonic trouble.

He also points his finger at popular culture, saying the Harry Potter books and films, and the vampire-themed Twilight series, have revived curiosity with the supernatural.

“While Twilight and Harry Potter are not in themselves demonic, they can lead to a fascination in this world and young people can be drawn and become more attracted to these things.”

Critics scoff at such claims and say the church is simply trying to discredit rival forms of spirituality.

But Bishop Porteous believes the challenge is real and says the church needs to respond by training more exorcists. “I would like to normalise, rather than sensationalise, the ministry of exorcism,” says Bishop Porteous, who performed dozens of exorcisms himself before recently appointing an official exorcist to his Sydney Archdiocese.

Priests will soon be 'inundated' with exorcism requests, asserts author
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/priests-will-soon-be-inundated-with-exorcism-requests-asserts-author/ 
Front Royal, Va., June 18, 2010  
In an exclusive interview with CNA, author and pro-life leader Fr. Thomas Euteneuer discussed his recent book on the often misunderstood topic of exorcism, asserting that due to an increased exposure of young people to the occult, priests within the next decade are going to be “inundated” with exorcism requests. 
Speaking on his new book, “Exorcism and the Church Militant,” which was released on June 14, Fr. Euteneuer, who also serves as director of Human Life International (HLI), elaborated on the need for exorcism to be clarified in modern society. 

When asked why the ancient rite is often shrouded in misconception, Fr. Euteneuer explained that, “first of all, it's misunderstood because most people's perception of exorcism come from the movie the Exorcist or the Exorcism of Emily Rose,” or “some of the horror flicks that disguise themselves as exorcism movies.”
“One of the purposes of the book,” he noted, “was to take back the proper understanding of exorcism by placing it squarely in the context of the Church's pastoral ministry.”

In regard to the need for this pastoral ministry, Fr. Euteneuer asserted that “priests are going to be inundated in the next decade or so at least with requests for exorcism because I can already see it happening now where the younger generations especially have been affected by a lot of hard and soft occultism.” 

“Soft forms of occultism are like Wicca and New Age,” he explained, adding that “Harry Potter contributes to that with over 400 million books being sold.” The popular book series, he claimed, has helped educate “younger generations in the language and the symbolism of the occult.” 

Although many young people have treated the books merely as “entertainment,” he observed, “it actually leads them more deeply into occult practices.” 

“All of this is inevitably, with the lack of faith, going to lead to serious spiritual problems for younger people and those problems are going to be laid at the foot of the Church.”

Though “Exorcism and the Church Militant” is intended for a “general audience,” said Fr. Euteneuer, it is meant specifically to make an appeal “to priests to read it, learn it and get more involved in it.” 

“Because,” he clarified, “exorcism is a pastoral ministry and the explicit form of exorcism is a liturgical rite which can only be done by priests.”
Addressing what could be seen by many to be a daunting and frightening topic, Fr. Euteneuer said, “I encourage people to take the view of the Church towards this and that is, we have nothing to fear with regard to evil.”

“We just simply must apply the authority of the church to the power of evil in this world and I don't believe we're doing that adequately.”

“Fear is what keeps us from doing it adequately,” he said. “Fear is what keeps the Church from actually taking the spiritual resources that have been given to the Church and applying them to the very serious forms of evil.”

“Remember that in Jesus' ministry,” Fr. Euteneuer underscored, “He healed the sick, He preached the Gospel and He cast out demons. He continues to do those works in and through the Church and that it what he handed on to the Church to do.” 

Michael O'Brien's Warning About Harry Potter and "Spiritual Nausea"
http://patrickmadrid.blogspot.com/2010/05/michael-obrien-decries-harry-potter-and.html
By Patrick Madrid, May 10, 2010

The "Harry Potter Wars" that raged for a few years a while ago between Catholics who like and approve of the books and movies versus those who see them as dangerous and to be avoided (I myself am among the latter group) may likely flare up again with the release of a new book on the subject by the preeminent Catholic fiction author and artist Michael O'Brien (Father Elijah). I have known Michael personally for 15 years and can say without reservation that I admire and respect him tremendously and have learned a great deal from his gentle wisdom. (If you've never read any of his books, I'd suggest starting with his excellent Father Elijah and his new one [see below]).

Some years ago, Michael and I recorded our detailed discussion of the Harry Potter phenomenon and what we saw (and see) as the particular problems and dangers inherent in it. After its release on CD, I received a fair bit of reaction from people who strenuously objected to our negative take on HP, as well as others who shared our apprehensions. What struck me by these reactions was how strident, emotional and, at times, downright obstreperous some of Catholic supporters of Harry Potter could be. Not all of them reacted this way, to be sure, in fact most did not, but there were those whose snide and dismissive comments about those who see big problems with Harry Potter were eye-opening. (I hope we don't see another outbreak of that unpleasantness in the comments of this post.)
Anyway, whether or not you have made up your mind about Harry Potter, pro or con, I do recommend spending some time reading and thinking about Michael's eye-opening insights into this controversial issue. Here's his introduction to a new book explaining why he believes that Harry Potter is not good, why it is pretty poison, and why Catholic parents should see that their children avoid it.
Preface to Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture
By Michael D. O'Brien
[Published May, 2010]
This book grew out of a series of articles which were written over a ten-year period for various Christian periodicals. At first, I had no interest in reading the Harry Potter novels, and indeed felt that I had already expended considerable time researching the field of fantasy literature when writing a book on the subject in the mid-1990’s. Moreover, the constant reviews of the Potter series had given me a general sense about the stories and the popular opinions. Oceans of spilled ink and electronic text seemed to cover the pros and cons well enough. No need for me to add my opinion.
However, the first volumes were often recommended to our family by well-meaning people, and seemed to be read in so many homes we knew, that I could hardly ignore the phenomenon. Then came letters and phone calls from friends wanting to know what I thought about the series, all describing their initial uneasiness about it. I replied that I really couldn’t offer an opinion without reading the books for myself, and besides, there was such a tsunami of neo-pagan fantasy novels, films, and e-games pouring into young people’s lives it would be a lifetime’s work just to keep abreast of it all, let alone thoughtfully discern each one. They agreed, but suggested that since this particular series was fast becoming the biggest best-selling publishing phenomenon of all time, it might be worth reading. They added that some writers whom they admired said that these books were seductive and potentially damaging; other opinion-shapers said they were harmless and got children reading, in fact were getting a whole generation of young people burying their noses in books!
Nevertheless, I still declined to read them. But then came a curious 24 hour period in which I spoke with three different people (in two telephone calls that came out of the blue and one chance meeting face-to-face). All three described a personal experience in very much the same words. I did not initiate the subject, nor did I prompt their thoughts on the matter. None of them knew each other. All were parents of healthy, happy families, and as far as I knew were emotionally and mentally well-balanced. These were people I respected for their mature stability as well as their gifts of wisdom and goodness. They had strong faith in Christ, were neither superstitious nor suspicious by nature, were not alarmists, and did not tend to hysteria or paranoia. They had provided a thriving cultural life for their families, books were treasured in each of their homes, and among their collections were many fantasy novels for the young. Yet, that day each of them said something like the following:
“I heard so much about the Harry Potter books, and very good people told me they’re great. So we bought one [or were given one] and I started to read it. At first I had no problems with it. Then something strange happened. In the middle of a chapter I was suddenly overwhelmed by nausea.”
                                                                                                                                                                             “Nausea?” I asked.
“Yes, a kind of spiritual nausea. I didn’t see it coming because I wanted to like these books. The whole world’s in love with them, even a lot of good Christians, so I felt they were probably healthy enough to give to our kids. I just wanted to check it out first. I’m glad I did.”
Unknown to each other, these three spiritually awake parents were speaking about a “spiritual nausea.” All three encouraged me to read the books and write an assessment. Was it a coincidence, or was it one of those moments when the Holy Spirit was speaking, sending a nudge in triplicate?
Even so, I hesitated taking part in any kind of public response to the series. I simply had no time or energy for it. Yet I had learned to pay attention to such “coincidences,” and so took it to our Lord in prayer.
I prayed and listened and prayed—and didn’t like what I was “hearing.”
So I prayed more and listened more, hoping to hear something else, but to no avail. . . . (Continue reading)
Out of 29 posts:
Eric Sammons May 10, 2010 at 2:41 PM
What struck me by these reactions was how strident, emotional and, at times, downright obstreperous some of Catholic supporters of Harry Potter could be.
That's interesting, because I've had the same experience with anti-Harry Potter Catholics. Not all, not even most, but there were those whose snide and dismissive comments about those who see no problems with Harry Potter were eye-opening. 
Being pro- or anti-Harry Potter does not make one more or less "obstreperous". Every group has its emotional and strident factions; it is not fair to try to link such behavior with one's views on a children's book series.

Patrick Madrid May 10, 2010 at 2:50 PM
Interesting indeed. If it's "not fair," Eric, then why did you just do the very same thing here?
I neither said nor implied that being pro- or anti- makes one obstreperous. The fact is, some on both sides of this issue have acted obstreperously. I've seen it, and I do hope that those who do act that way won't further prove my point by acting that way in this comments section.
Rather than wrangle about obstreperousness, it would be far better and more useful to examine and discuss the points Michael O'Brien makes (quite unobstreperously, I might add) in his new book. That would be time much better spent.

Eric Sammons May 10, 2010 at 3:32 PM
Patrick: 
Fair enough. I felt that your original post implied (at least in my mind) that only pro-HP people were obstreperous, but I appreciate that you recognize it on both sides.
Regarding O'Brien's points, I have a hard time taking them seriously. I have tried - really, I have tried. And I even thought they were plausible for a while - until I actually read the books. 
I read his introduction when he first posted it on the Internet a few months ago, and I couldn't believe he was serious about the whole "spiritual nausea" story. It is an argument that cannot be refuted because it is just the feelings of a few people - people he suggests are more spiritually attuned than others. If I say that I read the books and had no such feelings, then am I less spiritually attuned? Or perhaps they are over-attuned? It is a completely subjective standard.
I realize that he has other arguments against the books (none of which I have found convincing), but making such a story the basis for why he started his crusade against the books gives me serious pause.

Fundamentalism Afoot in Anti-Potter Camp, Says New-Religions Expert
https://zenit.org/articles/fundamentalism-afoot-in-anti-potter-camp-says-new-religions-expert/ 

Turin, Italy, December 6, 2001 
What does one of Europe´s leading experts on new religious movements and sects think about Harry Potter?
ZENIT approached Massimo Introvigne to find out. He is the director of CESNUR (see page 110), the Center for Studies on New Religions, an international network of associations of scholars working in the field of new religious movements. He has just published a book on Osama bin Laden.

Q: Many are critical of the Harry Potter books because they claim it is dangerous to expose children to witchcraft and the occult. What do you think?

Introvigne: As both a Roman Catholic and a social scientist, I regard this as an extremely interesting, yet dangerous, form of fundamentalism, a subject matter I have considerable interest in.

Fundamentalism, in general, consists in denying the autonomy of culture –and of the secular sphere in general, including politics — claiming that there should be no distinction between religion and culture.

Fundamentalists, from a Catholic point of view, are not wrong in their diagnosis of a modern illness, that is, separation or divorce between religion and culture. It´s their cure that is wrong.

Vatican II — and Thomas Aquinas several centuries before — teaches that religion and culture should not be separated; at the same time they should not be confused, because they are not one and the same. When Vatican II mentions the autonomy of the secular sphere, its operative word is “distinction,” something different from both secularist separation and fundamentalist confusion.

Fundamentalism is rare among Catholics, but the anti-Potter crusade is an example of how Protestant fundamentalist ideas are getting disseminated in certain Catholic milieus as well.

There is little doubt that the Harry Potter books and movie are prime examples of a social production of popular culture that — unlike, say, in the 17th century — is not controlled, nor determined, by the Church or the Christian community.

Secularists would say not only that this is always good and positive, but that we should judge contemporary cultural products leaving entirely aside Christian moral values.

Fundamentalists reject, or even burn, all products of contemporary popular culture, because their modes of production, languages and styles are not intrinsically Christian. If we honor the Catholic teaching on the autonomy of the culture, yet retain the right to judge its products based on our own values, we cannot dismiss contemporary popular culture as a whole and should judge on a case-by-case basis.

It is an obvious fact that modern popular culture often uses the language of magic. This goes back to classics such as “Lord of the Rings,” “The Wizard of Oz,” “Mary Poppins” and “Peter Pan,” not to mention much older stories such as Cinderella, Snow White and Sleeping Beauty.

The authors of what we call “supernatural fiction” do not necessarily believe in magic. Most of them don´t. For instance, Bram Stoker, the creator of one of the ultimate novels of supernatural fiction, “Dracula,” also wrote a book called “Famous Imposters” against all sort of superstitious and magical beliefs. Stoker was an Irish Protestant, married to a pious Catholic wife.

Most children understand that magic is used in fairy tales and juvenile supernatural fiction as a century-old language, and that this is fiction, not reality. If we dismiss the use of magic as a language, we should at least be fundamentalist to the bitter end, and go against “Mary Poppins,” “Peter Pan” and “Sleeping Beauty,” and insist that Cinderella puts a burkha on.

By the way, this is what not only the Taliban but even ruling Wahhabite puritans in Saudi Arabia do: All the titles and stories I have quoted were forbidden in Taliban Afghanistan, and most are in Saudi Arabia.

Of course, regarding magic as an acceptable language does not mean that we should not go on and examine what stories are told with this language. “Harry Potter,” just as “Sleeping Beauty” or “Cinderella,” pass this examination in my opinion with full flag, because the human values they teach are good natural values.

Q: Critics of Harry Potter see a big difference between authors such as Tolkien and C.S. Lewis, who, they argue, use magical elements in a Christian way, and the books of J.K. Rowling, where magic is presented in a Gnostic and pagan fashion.

Introvigne: It seems to me that there is a big confusion here between the author and the text.

It is not necessary to read modern secular theory of interpretation — such, as say, Umberto Eco — in order to realize that they are two very different things. It is enough to read classic philosophy in to distinguish between “intentio auctoris” and “intentio operas.”

We all know that Tolkien was a good Church of England Christian. But I challenge anybody who would know nothing of Tolkien´s biography to find explicit references to Christianity in “Lord of the Rings.” This is a typical alternative universe, where the rules of the game are simply not the same with respect to human history.

There have even been some idiots trying to create a religion out of Tolkien´s books. This is, of course, silly: Tolkien´s world is fictional, and should remain as such.

On the other hand, Pamela Travers, who wrote “Mary Poppins,” was a loyal disciple of occult master George Ivanovitch Gurdjieff, but this does not means that “Mary Poppins” is occult propaganda. Quite simply, the private beliefs of the authors do have a certain influence on their work but do not often translate into explicit references.

If anything, Tolkien´s world is much bleaker and problematic than “Harry Potter.” But again, it´s fictional, and what really counts is the lesson we learn from the characters and their moral struggles.

Q: Others see in the Potter stories a classical children´s tale, albeit with magical elements, of good against evil. What positive elements are there in the books for readers?

Introvigne: Just as in Tolkien´s “Lord of the Rings” — which I would however recommend for children a bit older than the average juvenile reader of “Harry Potter” — there are precious values for the postmodern world we live in.

First, there is a clear distinction between good and evil. Second, this distinction is not black-and-white — a trademark of both cheap popular culture and fundamentalism; rather, the good characters are continuously in danger of being overcome by an evil within themselves.

This is what makes these characters both believable and educational. By the way, I believe that not including specific references to Christianity in a fictional universe, even by an obviously Christian author such as Tolkien, is the right thing to do. Young readers should not be confused between fictional worlds and Christianity, the latter being very much part of reality.

Q: In recent years there has been a surge of interest in themes related to the occult. Is the interest in this area a sign of the lack of Christian influence in modern culture?
Introvigne: This is partially true, but many simply repeat that “the occult is on the rise” based on press cuttings, without any real familiarity with the existing large body of social scientific literature on this subject.

While it is true that some occult groups are growing, but remain small, they are still very small if compared to Christian denominations. In the European Union, members of occult or esoteric movements are less than 0.1% of the populations. This is also true in the U.S.

The fact that the media offer a large coverage of these groups does not mean that they are, in fact, large. Some beliefs are on the rise, particularly reincarnation, but this is not a pure “occult” belief — it is found in some contemporary fiction, but rarely.

On the other hand, concluding that the occult is on the rise because of the popularity of TV serials such as “Charmed,” “The X-Files” or “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” is, again, a confusion between fiction and reality.

These shows have a large following in Europe, yet occult movements are actually experiencing a decline here. There is, thus, some empirical evidence that a decade of heavy fictional magic on TV did not translate in increased membership for occult movements — if one ignores, as he or she should rightly do, the propaganda utterances of the leaders of these movements themselves, some of whom try to exploit “Harry Potter” or the TV serials for their own ends, and relies on social scientific literature rather than on anecdotal evidence.

Q: One consequence of the Potter books has been to spark interest in reading among children. On the other hand, some worry about the creation of imaginary worlds and the difficulties this can create for children in distinguishing reality and fiction. What should parents do to guide their children?

Introvigne: I believe that “Harry Potter” worked its real magic in winning back children to books from TV. Only “Harry Potter” induced my 8-year-old daughter to say that she preferred to read than to watch TV — we were very surprised. This is surely good.

On the other hand, we did not leave the situation unchecked and constantly discussed “Harry Potter” with our daughter, making sure she understood that magic there is fictional, whilst good moral values are real and should prevail also in the real world.

Parents should ideally do this — and we know it´s difficult — with most products of contemporary popular culture, graduating them according to their children´s age, rather than enclosing their kids in a fundamentalist ghetto.

I wouldn´t like a Catholic version of the Taliban regime, and quite frankly prefer my Cinderella to go to her party without a burkha.
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Harry Potter
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=104 

August 22, 2004
My husband called me just now to see a program that was on the "Space" channel about Harry Potter (Aug. 22/04). The commentator was stating that the Anglican and Catholic churches in England have changed their previous position re: Harry Potter and are stating that Harry Potter is a good thing because it shows good against evil, and good defeats evil. I said that it must be false since I have read that the Catholic Church warns us against Harry Potter. I said that the commentator must be lying since Christians know that there are no such things as "good" witches and warlocks. They are following the devil and not the Church. Is this true then that the Anglican and Catholic churches have changed their position re: Harry Potter? –Claire
Harry Potter does have a theme of good vs. evil and good wins, BUT, one of the primary tenets of Christianity is that the ENDS DOES NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS.
The "means" that Harry Potter uses is witchcraft. Witchcraft is an abomination to God and is outright condemned by God in the Bible and by the Church.
Therefore, Harry Potter is not good and anyone who says otherwise is off their rocker, even if they are a bishop.
I do not know what the Anglicans are doing; they have a history of being off their rocker on many things (i.e. the Anglicans were the first to break ranks with the rest of the Christian world and approve contraception in 1930).
As for any Catholics approving Harry Potter, they are offering a personal opinion, and I would say a stupid and foolish opinion, not Church declaration.
Be assured, Harry Potter, which fights evil from within the worldview of witchcraft is evil by that fact alone and no Christian has any business exposing themselves to this. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM(r), CCL, L. Th., DD, LNDC
Harry Potter, Hansel & Gretel, Anthony de Mello 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=973 

April 29, 2009

I am well aware of the dangers of Harry Potter, and other things like that, to children. My mother got my now 4 year old son a magic set for Christmas last year. It’s not real magic- includes tricks like pulling a foam rabbit out of compartment in a plastic hat, etc. I’ve been unsure whether this is good for him, so I’ve had it up in the closet not knowing what to do with it. Is this harmful to his soul- should I throw it away?
Also what about stories that include witch's and ghosts, monsters etc. Like Hansel and Gretel, snow white, Scooby Doo, etc. I keep trying to tell family members (mother in law mainly) not to tell him bedtimes stories about witches and monsters. He now likes this subject matter and always ask grandma to tell him these stories because he knows I won’t. Am I being ridiculous? If I’m not, can you please give some suggestions about what I can do to get him to stop liking that kind of subject matter?
My next question is about some spiritual direction I received from a priest. He told me to get the book 'Sadhana: A way to God' by Anthony De Mello. I’m wondering if you’ve heard of it. This book deals with "awareness" and contemplation. And uses 'body awareness' as a means of prayer or to prepare yourself for prayer. I’m not sure if this is considered "centering prayer". I just read some of your article about the dangers of centering prayer and am unsure if that’s what this book is.
I am convinced I have issues with Demon attachment, blasphemous thoughts come into my mind all the time- especially lately when I try to meditate during the rosary or even in church while going up to receive Our Lord. This started a few years ago right after I had gone to confession to confess many of the same sins I kept falling into, no doubt. I was trying to be chaste but got involved with a guy who I thought was "the one". Long story short- I ended up pregnant and got married a few months after the baby’s birth. Even though I love my husband, I now realize my horrible mistake in marrying a non-Catholic. I’ve been married almost 4 years and still have the blasphemous thoughts. Though I have been able to get them lessen significantly by saying the prayers on this website and Eucharistic adoration, and special prayers said by a priest after confession. I always comes back. I feel so spiritually worn down by this, any advice I’ve received from priests has not helped at all.

This affliction is such torture- all I want to do is love God and make up for my rotten past- yet I feel like I can’t give him the love He deserves because I can’t even receive him, or contemplate Him with His holy name being profaned in my mind.

The past year and a half I have also had extreme feelings of anger or rage, and I often direct these feelings toward my children. Ages 2 and 4. I’m going to try saying the prayers again and re- read your article about self-deliverance. But deep down I feel that I need a priest or some serious help in order to get rid of this. Any advice you could offer would be greatly appreciated. -Melissa
The "pulling the rabbit out of a hat" activity is actual as an illusion and sleight-of-hand and not real magic. But, in this day and age in which the lines are so thinly drawn I do not believe it is prudent to indulge a child's curiosity and interest in this sort of activity.
St. Paul says that even if something is technically okay, it may not be prudent. I don't encourage kids in this direction of a illusionist as that may too easily lead into an interest in real magic. Besides, St. Paul also said that we are to avoid even the "appearance" of evil.

I would ask your relatives not to give your child magical toys and books (including those cartoons and cartoon characters that use magical powers.

Your child may have an interest know that will make it hard on you, but you need to explain to him that he cannot have those sorts of toy or books because they upset God. You need to watch CLOSELY what cartoons he watches. Most of these days seem to be virtual training videos in witchcraft and the occult.

Point your child into another direction. After a while, if he is not further exposed to that material, he may lose interest.

There are books that are good, such as the Chronicles of Narnia and other stories by C.S. Lewis and Tolkien.

Hansel and Gretel is actually an adult story and should never be read to a child in its original form. Even in its abridged form the story is awful. Snow White is a morality play where evil is seen as something bad and it loses out to good. There is nothing wrong with fantasy per se, but we must be careful that such fantasy does not cross over to promote evil, or appear to promote evil, or come from a evil worldview.

As for Anthony De Mello, the Vatican has issued a formal warning against his writing. The priest who referred you to his person should know better. If you have any of his writings, throw them away.

As for your blasphemous thoughts, you are not sinning when unwanted thoughts come into your mind. You need to renounce those thoughts and rebuke them when they do come into your head, and do not indulge them, and give your thought life to Jesus Christ.

You need to be sure to receive the Eucharist when you are in a State of Grace, and if you are not, then attend to the Sacrament of Confession. But, these unwanted thoughts popping into your head just before receiving our Lord are not sins. Go ahead and receive our Lord in the Eucharist. Doing so will give you strength to resist these thoughts.

Perseverance is the key to the Christian life. You may have to persevere in your struggle about these thoughts. The devil wants to wear you down. Surrender your thoughts to Christ and He will take the burden.

If you have confessed your sins of the past, then they are forgiven. They are gone. Why hang on to what God has dismissed? Let go of your past and get on with your life in loving God as best as you can.
In similar manner with anger. Rebuke the spirit of anger, give your anger to God. If this is effecting your children, however, you may need to talk to a professional counselor who can help you with anger management.

In addition, I recommend going through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance linked below, and use of the Spiritual Warfare prayers in the catalog.

If you do not receive any relief from going to Mass, Confession, receiving the Eucharist, going to Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at least one hour per week, the Spiritual Warfare prayers, the Seven Steps, and professional counseling, then you may want to ask for a personal consultation from us when our Help Request Form is opened back up.

I personally do not accept new clients from April 15th to October 1st, but Joe, the associate director, does year round. He has only a couple of appointment slots, so there will likely be a waiting list.

We will pray for you. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM(r), CCL, L. Th., DD, LNDC
"Harry Potter", "Twilight" series 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1589 

March 1, 2012

My priest told me not to read Harry Potter, the Twilight Books or to watch any horror movies. On Catholic Answers, none of these things were mentioned as sins or even dangerous, but I highly respect this priest and will do what he says. Is this standard advice for someone like me who is vulnerable to dark influences? Why did he say this? Thanks. –Marie
Your priest is quite correct. For anyone who is vulnerable to dark influences, or those who have been demonized, it is important to stay away from any movies, TV, books, games with occultic, demonic, ghost, or horror themes.
This is similar to the wisdom for alcoholics to best stay out of bars or parties where alcohol is served. Those who have been demonized, and others of vulnerability, are particular in danger by indulging in entertainments. It can trigger demonic episodes.

This is the advice we give to all our clients.

As for Harry Potter and the Twilight books﻿, no Christian should get involved in the books or movies. Harry Potter is a story that comes from a witchcraft worldview. We are to have nothing to do with witchcraft, even fictional. I might add that some of the spells in the story can have real effect. Harry Potter, in the last few years, has been a major force in seducing children into occult interest. There now exists in Germany, I believe, a witchcraft school.

Just when I thought this dangerous fad was waning, Universal Studios theme park in Florida now has a Harry Potter ride. This, unfortunately, perpetuates our children's interest in witchcraft.

Twilight is a disgusting story that makes vampires sexy. To have a romantic relationship with a vampire, it should be noted, is to have a relationship with a dead person. This theme of sex with dead people being encouraged (called necrophilia) has a long history. The Dark Shadows soap opera is an example. People will call me crazy in saying that, but what is a vampire? An animated dead person who murders people and feeds on human blood. And this is portrayed as a love interest?

This Culture of Death need to be condemned.

St. Paul taught us that we are not only to avoid evil acts and thoughts, but also to (1 Thessalonians 5:22)"From all appearance of evil refrain yourselves."
He also taught:

(Philp 4:8)  "Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things." ﻿﻿ 

Harry Potter and Twilight do not qualify. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM(r), CCL, L. Th., DD, LNDC
Harry Potter- Is It Something That Christian Children Should Read and/or see?

http://www.godandscience.org/doctrine/harrypotter.html - Yellow highlighting theirs
Harry Potter books (and movie) are quite popular now, and even more Harry Potter will be found in all kinds of marketing schemes to profit from this popularity. My objection to the book series is from the point of the worldview represented, and the participation of the "good guys" in occult practices specifically prohibited in the Bible. The following are practices that the Bible forbids believers from engaging in:
	Occult Practices Forbidden in the Bible (# times mentioned verses)

	sorcery (5)1
	divination (13)2
	mediums (7)3
	conjuring spirits (5)4

	necromancy (2)5
	fortune telling (7)6
	witchcraft (2)7
	charming (2)8

	wizardry (2)9
	enchantments (2)10
	spiritism (1)11
	signs performed using evil powers (4)12

	astrology (1)13
	false visions (3)14
	spells (2)15
	occult books (1)16


The Old Testament describes the punishment, given by God, for those who participate in occult practices. For both the one who practices and the one who hires the one who practices, the penalty is death (Exodus 22:18,1 Micah 5:12,1 Leviticus 20:6,3 Leviticus 20:27,3 1 Chronicles 10:13-14,3), indicating the seriousness of these offenses.
These prohibitions extend to both the Old and New Testaments. Occult practices by believers are condemned by Jesus in the books of Matthew and Mark,12 Paul in the books of Galatians1 and 2 Thessalonians,12 and Luke (several times in the book of Acts).2, 4, 16 Some of those who practiced sorcery, when they became followers of Jesus Christ burned their occult books.16 These days, however, many Christians are actually promoting these books to other believers, and finding "Christian" analogies and even the "Gospel" story in it. The problem is that the "good" guys in Harry Potter are relying upon magic and sorcery instead of God for their power. The Bible states emphatically that doing evil to accomplish good ends is not acceptable.17
I have heard from many Christians that the Harry Potter series is fantasy, and so it is okay to indulge in it, since it isn't "real" witchcraft. The problem that we Christians have is that we have believed the Disney lie that witchcraft is okay, or maybe just a minor sin. We have been indoctrinated by the years of slow introduction through the culture and videos into believing that it is okay to indulge in this stuff as long as we don't actually participate in it personally.

However, the Harry Potter stories take place in the fantasy land of Great Britain. Most would agree that this is a real place. Are all things that are classified as fantasy okay for a Christian to indulge in? Is it okay to play video games where the object is to murder everybody in sight, with blood and body parts flying everywhere? Is it okay for a Christian to read trashy novels where everybody is engaged in adulterous, incestuous or bisexual activities? It is fantasy after all, so it must be okay to read these things? The fallacy of the fantasy excuse becomes apparent when we discuss areas of sin that are still considered sinful by the culture to which we have become acclimated.

Other Christian writers, such as C. S. Lewis' The Chronicles of Narnia, have used fantasy and magic. The difference between C. S. Lewis and Harry Potter is the source of the power. In The Chronicles of Narnia, the source of the power is Aslan - the Lion representation of Jesus Christ. In Harry Potter, the source of power is unknown, but available to those who wants to use it. I suggest reading the following links for more information.

My suggestion - Try the books below** instead. They incorporate the Christian worldview into a fantasy story that will keep your children on the edge of their seat. The Narnia series is not perfect. However, in reading the books, your children will learn and recognize many Christian principles while having fun.

References

1. Sorcery: 
You shall not allow a sorceress to live. (Exodus 22:18)
Now then hear this, O pleasure seeker, who lives carelessly; who says in her heart, I am, and none else is; I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall come to you in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood. They shall come on you in their fullness for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great power of your enchantments. For you have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, No one sees me. Your wisdom and your knowledge, it has perverted you; and you have said in your heart, I am, and there is no one else. But evil shall come on you; you shall not know its origin. And mischief shall fall on you; you shall not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come on you suddenly, you shall not know. Stand now with your spells, and with the multitude of your sorceries, in which you have wearied yourself since your youth. Perhaps you will be able to profit; perhaps you may bring terror. You are exhausted by your many plans; now let the astrologers stand up and save you, the stargazers, making known what is coming on you into the new moons. (Isaiah 47:8-13)
As for you, do not listen to your prophets, nor to your fortune tellers, nor to your dreamers, nor to your conjurers, nor to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, You shall not serve the king of Babylon. (Jeremiah 27:9)
And I will cut off sorceries out of your hand, and there shall not be fortune-tellers among you. (Micah 5:12)
Now the works of the flesh are clearly revealed, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, fightings, jealousies, angers, rivalries, divisions, heresies, (Galatians 5:19-20)
2. Divination: 
You shall not eat anything with the blood. You shall not divine, nor conjure spirits. (Leviticus 19:26)
So says Jehovah, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb, I am Jehovah who makes all things; who stretches out the heavens alone; who spreads out the earth; who was with Me? who brings to nothing the signs of the liars, and makes diviners mad; who turns the wise backward, and makes their knowledge foolish; (Isaiah 44:25)
And Jehovah said to me, The prophets prophesy lies in My name; I did not send them, nor have I commanded them, nor did I speak to them. They prophesy to you a false vision and a worthless divination, and a thing of no value, and the deceit of their heart. (Jeremiah 14:14)
For there shall never again be any vain vision nor slippery divination within the house of Israel. (Ezekiel 12:24)
They have seen vanity and lying divination, saying, Jehovah says. And Jehovah has not sent them; but they hoped to confirm their word. Did you not see a vain vision, and speak a lying divination? Yet you say, Jehovah says; although I have not spoken? Therefore so says the Lord Jehovah: Because you have spoken vanity and seen a lie, therefore, behold, I am against you, says the Lord Jehovah. And My hand shall be against the prophets who see vanity and who divine a lie. They shall not be in the council of My people, nor shall they be written in the writing of the house of Israel, nor shall they enter into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord Jehovah. (Ezekiel 13:6-9)
therefore you shall not see vanity, and you shall not divine any divination. And I will deliver My people out of your hands; and you shall know that I am Jehovah. (Ezekiel 13:23)

For the king of Babylon shall stand at the parting of the way, at the head of the two highways, to practice divination. He shall shake arrows; he shall ask household idols; he shall look at the liver. At his right shall be the divining for Jerusalem, to set battering rams, to open the mouth in the slaughter, to lift up the voice with shouting, to set battering-rams against the gates, to pour out and to build a siege wall. (Ezekiel 21:21-22)
For the king of Babylon shall stand at the parting of the way, at the head of the two highways, to practice divination. He shall shake arrows; he shall ask household idols; he shall look at the liver. (Ezekiel 21:21)
while they see false visions for you, while they divine a lie to you, to put you on the necks of the slain of the wicked whose day has come in the day of iniquity; it shall have an end. (Ezekiel 21:29)
And her prophets have daubed themselves with lime, seeing vanity and divining lies to them, saying, So says the Lord Jehovah; when Jehovah has not spoken. (Ezekiel 22:28)
Therefore a night shall be to you without vision; and darkness without divining. And the sun shall go down over the prophets, and the day shall be dark over them. And the seers shall be ashamed, and the diviners ashamed; yea, they shall all cover their mustache, for there is no answer from God. But I am full of power by the Spirit of Jehovah, and justice, and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin. (Micah 3:6-8)
For the family idols speak iniquity, and the diviners have seen a lie and have told false dreams. They comfort in vain; therefore they wandered like a flock; they were troubled because there was no shepherd. (Zechariah 10:2)
And as we went to prayer, it happened that a certain girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much gain by divining. The same followed Paul and us and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the Most High God, who are announcing to us the way of salvation. And she did this many days. But being distressed, and turning to the demonic spirit, Paul said, I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her! And it came out in that hour. (Acts 16:16-18)

3. Mediums: 
You shall not turn to mediums, and you shall not seek to spirit-knowers to be defiled by them. I am Jehovah your God. (Leviticus 19:31)
And the soul that turns to mediums, and to spirit-knowers, to go lusting after them, I will even set My face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. (Leviticus 20:6)
A man also or woman that has a medium or that is a necromancer, shall surely be put to death. They shall stone them with stones. Their blood is on them. (Leviticus 20:27)
And Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned him and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away the mediums and the spirit-knowers out of the land. (1 Samuel 28:3)
And also Josiah put away the mediums, and the soothsayers, and the family gods, and the idols, and all the abominations which were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, so that he might perform the Words of the Law which were written in the Book which Hilkiah the priest found in the house of Jehovah. (2 Kings 23:24)
And Saul died for his sin which he committed against Jehovah, against the Word of Jehovah, which he did not keep, and also for seeking of a medium, to inquire, and inquired not of Jehovah. And He killed him and turned the kingdom to David the son of Jesse. (1 Chronicles 10:13-14)
And he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom. He also practiced secret arts, and used fortune-telling, and used witchcraft, and dealt with mediums, and with soothsayers. He did much evil in the sight of Jehovah in order to provoke Him to anger. (2 Chronicles 33:6)

4. Conjuring spirits: 
And the soul that turns to mediums, and to spirit-knowers, to go lusting after them, I will even set My face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his people. (Leviticus 20:6)
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, an observer of clouds, or a fortune-teller, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or one who calls to the dead. For all that do these things are an abomination to Jehovah. And because of these abominations Jehovah your God drives them out from before you. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
And Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned him and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city. And Saul had put away the mediums and the spirit-knowers out of the land. (1 Samuel 28:3)
As for you, do not listen to your prophets, nor to your fortune tellers, nor to your dreamers, nor to your conjurers, nor to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, You shall not serve the king of Babylon. (Jeremiah 27:9)
But Elymas the conjurer (for so his name is, if translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. Then Saul (who is also Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit, set his eyes on him and said, O son of the Devil, full of all deceit and all craftiness, enemy of all righteousness, will you not stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? (Acts 13:8-10)

5. Necromancy: 
A man also or woman that has a medium or that is a necromancer, shall surely be put to death. They shall stone them with stones. Their blood is on them. (Leviticus 20:27)
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, an observer of clouds, or a fortune-teller, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or one who calls to the dead. 
For all that do these things are an abomination to Jehovah. And because of these abominations Jehovah your God drives them out from before you. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

6. Fortune telling: 
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, an observer of clouds, or a fortune-teller, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or one who calls to the dead. For all that do these things are an abomination to Jehovah. And because of these abominations Jehovah your God drives them out from before you. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
And he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom. He also practiced secret arts, and used fortune-telling, and used witchcraft, and dealt with mediums, and with soothsayers. He did much evil in the sight of Jehovah in order to provoke Him to anger. (2 Chronicles 33:6)
And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst of it, and I will destroy its wisdom. And they shall seek to idols, and to the enchanters, and to the mediums, and to the future-tellers. And I will shut up Egypt into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, says the Lord, Jehovah of Hosts. (Isaiah 19:3-4)
As for you, do not listen to your prophets, nor to your fortune tellers, nor to your dreamers, nor to your conjurers, nor to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, You shall not serve the king of Babylon. (Jeremiah 27:9)
For so says Jehovah of Hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your fortune-tellers in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you dream. (Jeremiah 29:8)
And I will cut off sorceries out of your hand, and there shall not be fortune-tellers among you. (Micah 5:12)
My people seek advice from their wooden idols, and their rod declares to them. For the spirit of harlotry has caused them to go astray, and they have gone lusting away from under their God. (Hosea 4:12)

7. Charming: 
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, an observer of clouds, or a fortune-teller, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or one who calls to the dead. For all that do these things are an abomination to Jehovah. And because of these abominations Jehovah your God drives them out from before you. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from the womb, speaking lies. Their poison is like the poison of a snake; like the deaf adder, he stops his ear, which will not listen to the charmer's voice, a skillful caster of spells. (Psalm 58:3-5)

8. Witchcraft: 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idol-worship. Because you have rejected the Word of Jehovah, He has also rejected you from being king! (1 Samuel 15:23)
And he caused his sons to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom. He also practiced secret arts, and used fortune-telling, and used witchcraft, and dealt with mediums, and with soothsayers. He did much evil in the sight of Jehovah in order to provoke Him to anger. (2 Chronicles 33:6)

9. Wizardry: 
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that uses divination, an observer of clouds, or a fortune-teller, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or one who calls to the dead. For all that do these things are an abomination to Jehovah. And because of these abominations Jehovah your God drives them out from before you. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)
And when they shall say to you, Seek to the mediums and to wizards who peep and mutter; should not a people seek to their God, than for the living to the dead? (Isaiah 8:19)

10. Enchantments: 
And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst of it, and I will destroy its wisdom. And they shall seek to idols, and to the enchanters, and to the mediums, and to the future-tellers. And I will shut up Egypt into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, says the Lord, Jehovah of Hosts. (Isaiah 19:3-4)
Now then hear this, O pleasure seeker, who lives carelessly; who says in her heart, I am, and none else is; I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall come to you in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood. They shall come on you in their fullness for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great power of your enchantments. For you have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, No one sees me. Your wisdom and your knowledge, it has perverted you; and you have said in your heart, I am, and there is no one else. But evil shall come on you; you shall not know its origin. And mischief shall fall on you; you shall not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come on you suddenly, you shall not know. Stand now with your spells, and with the multitude of your sorceries, in which you have wearied yourself since your youth. Perhaps you will be able to profit; perhaps you may bring terror. You are exhausted by your many plans; now let the astrologers stand up and save you, the stargazers, making known what is coming on you into the new moons. (Isaiah 47:8-13)

11. Spiritism: 
And you shall be brought down; you shall speak out of the ground, and your speech shall be low out of the dust, and your voice shall be like a spiritist, out of the ground, and your speech shall whisper out of the dust. (Isaiah 29:4)
12. Signs performed using evil powers: 
So says Jehovah, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb, I am Jehovah who makes all things; who stretches out the heavens alone; who spreads out the earth; who was with Me? who brings to nothing the signs of the liars, and makes diviners mad; who turns the wise backward, and makes their knowledge foolish; (Isaiah 44:25)
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the breath of His mouth and shall destroy with the brightness of His coming, whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, (2 Thessalonians 2:8-9)
For false Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders; so much so that, if it were possible, they would deceive even the elect. (Matthew 24:24)
For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will give miraculous signs and wonders in order to seduce, if possible, even the elect. (Mark 13:22)

13. Astrology:
Now then hear this, O pleasure seeker, who lives carelessly; who says in her heart, I am, and none else is; I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall come to you in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood. They shall come on you in their fullness for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great power of your enchantments. For you have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, No one sees me. Your wisdom and your knowledge, it has perverted you; and you have said in your heart, I am, and there is no one else. But evil shall come on you; you shall not know its origin. And mischief shall fall on you; you shall not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come on you suddenly, you shall not know. Stand now with your spells, and with the multitude of your sorceries, in which you have wearied yourself since your youth. Perhaps you will be able to profit; perhaps you may bring terror. You are exhausted by your many plans; now let the astrologers stand up and save you, the stargazers, making known what is coming on you into the new moons. (Isaiah 47:8-13)

14. False visions: 
As for you, do not listen to your prophets, nor to your fortune tellers, nor to your dreamers, nor to your conjurers, nor to your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, You shall not serve the king of Babylon. (Jeremiah 27:9)
while they see false visions for you, while they divine a lie to you, to put you on the necks of the slain of the wicked whose day has come in the day of iniquity; it shall have an end. (Ezekiel 21:29)
For the family idols speak iniquity, and the diviners have seen a lie and have told false dreams. They comfort in vain; therefore they wandered like a flock; they were troubled because there was no shepherd. (Zechariah 10:2)

15. Spells:
Now then hear this, O pleasure seeker, who lives carelessly; who says in her heart, I am, and none else is; I shall not sit as a widow, nor shall I know the loss of children. But these two things shall come to you in a moment in one day, the loss of children, and widowhood. They shall come on you in their fullness for the multitude of your sorceries, and for the great power of your enchantments. For you have trusted in your wickedness; you have said, No one sees me. Your wisdom and your knowledge, it has perverted you; and you have said in your heart, I am, and there is no one else. But evil shall come on you; you shall not know its origin. And mischief shall fall on you; you shall not be able to put it off. And desolation shall come on you suddenly, you shall not know. Stand now with your spells, and with the multitude of your sorceries, in which you have wearied yourself since your youth. Perhaps you will be able to profit; perhaps you may bring terror. You are exhausted by your many plans; now let the astrologers stand up and save you, the stargazers, making known what is coming on you into the new moons. (Isaiah 47:8-13)
The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from the womb, speaking lies. Their poison is like the poison of a snake; like the deaf adder, he stops his ear, which will not listen to the charmer's voice, a skillful caster of spells. (Psalm 58:3-5)

16. Occult books: 
Also many of those practicing the curious arts, bringing together the books, burned them before all. And they counted the prices of them and found it to be fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the Word of God grew mightily and prevailed. (Acts 19:19-20)

17. Why not say--as we are being slanderously reported as saying and as some claim that we say--" Let us do evil that good may result"? Their condemnation is deserved. (Romans 3:8)
**The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis
A classic book of adventure, mystery and humor, with deeper meaning for those who are Christian. If you start reading these books to your kids, they won't let you stop reading (and you will probably continue reading after your kids have fallen asleep!). Lewis' style allows you to "see" the story as it unfolds. The intricacies and subtleties are all come together in the last two books of the series.

Little Pilgrim's Progress

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.assoc-amazon.com/e/ir?t=savedbygracemini&l=as2&o=1&a=0802449247" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
 by Helen L. Taylor

The children's version of John Bunyan's classic story of the hazards associated with the Christian walk. An easy-to-understand version geared toward the younger readers. Our boys have really enjoyed this version, often listening for hours.
In defense of Potter - Massimo Introvigne
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/index.htm: 

Harry Potter - Culture and Religion
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_03.htm 

New Mexico church plans Harry Potter book burning
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/dec_07.htm
Potter and Hilton: At Times, Morality Comes With a Broomstick
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_051.htm
An Improbable Sequel: Harry Potter and the Ivory Tower

http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/may_06.htm 

Harry Potter or his Accusers: Which is the Real Enemy?
http://www.cesnur.org/2002/potter_005.htm 

Harry Potter, a Christian Hero? 
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_mi_eng.htm 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire - Reading Notes
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_globet.htm 

J.K. Rowling's Potter Books Have It Right
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_052.htm 

Besotted with Potter, a critical essay by William Safire
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_013.htm 

Harry Potter Sales Pass 100 Million Milestone
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/may_01.htm 

Will Spielberg Do the Harry Potter Movie? A Selection of Articles
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_011.htm 

"Of Magic and Single Motherhood" (Interview with J. K. Rowling) - March 31, 1999
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Some would ban Harry Potter
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_058.htm
Stouffer Fights Harry Potter Writer
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/may_08.htm 

Harry's Downfall? 
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_041.htm 

Harry Potter wizardry back at work for book five
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_075.htm
Harry Potter Fans Face Wizard Drought in 2001
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/march_18.htm
York parents protest 'Potter' witchcraft
http://www.cesnur.org/2001/potter/dec_04.htm 

Harry Potter to Look at Death--and Kids Can't Wait

http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_031.htm 

"First Things" Endorses Harry Potter
http://www.cesnur.org/recens/potter_016.htm 

Also see:

http://www.cesnur.org/2002/potter.htm. 
Not Quite Narnia: The Harry Potter books
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/art/not-quite-narnia-the-harry-potter-books-in-review.html 

By Jason Boffetti, Crisis magazine Volume 17 no. 11 (December 1999) pages 44-45.
With five million copies in hardcover and three million in paperback, the Harry Potter series is a dramatic success. But not everyone is wild about Harry.

With a flash of mysterious green light, Harry Potter's parents were taken from him when he was just a baby. Every time Harry asks his aunt and uncle to tell him something of his mother and father, they banish him to the cupboard under the stairs. But when a letter arrives on his birthday inviting him to attend Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, the errant-haired, bespectacled eleven-year-old with a lightning bolt scar across his forehead finally learns the truth: His parents didn't die in a car accident but were a wizard and witch killed by the dark wizard, Lord Voldemort.
Whisked into a hidden world of sorcery, where shopping for school supplies includes picking up a magic wand, a pointed hat, and various spelling textbooks, Harry leaves his loveless family for wizard boarding school. In this new world, Harry Potter is something of a hero. Clutched in his mother's dying arms, somehow the infant Harry short-circuited Lord Voldemort's rise to power. With each book, readers learn, along with Harry, some new detail of his past and promise for his future.

At their core, the Harry Potter books are detective stories. Harry and his two best friends, Ron and Hermione, resolve some Hogwarts school mystery that always leads to a sinister plot by the undead Lord Voldemort and his stealthy henchmen. The unfolding mysteries in The Sorcerer's Stone and The Chamber of Secrets are page-turning stuff. However, by the third book, The Prisoner of Azkaban, the plot becomes so convoluted that is it doubtful many eleven-year-olds let alone observant adults will stick with it.

Between the mysteries, the author paints a picture of English boarding school life with all the comic possibilities afforded by a magic boarding school. The real charm of the book, however, is its irreverent humor at the expense of myth and magic. Busybody ghosts walk Hogwart's halls and sobbing suicidees haunt its restrooms. Magic wands short-circuit and Oldsmobiles levitate. Wizards go on book tours and every young boy wants his very own Nimbus 2001 broomstick. Pixies demonstrate that they are pound-for-pound the angriest and most destructive of all mythical creatures. And we learn the finer points of de-gnoming a backyard apparently gnomes aren't quite the cute and industrious Santa Claus figures we'd imagined but more closely resemble ugly, talking groundhogs.

Despite the potential minefield of occultism, one has to breathe very deeply to get a whiff of real paganism here. The witchcraft in Potter's world is the trick-or-treat sort. Wizardry is an occupation, not a religion. But if you aren't keen on today's commercialized version of Halloween, you won't enjoy the Harry Potter stories either.

In fact, the failure of author J.K. Rowling's world is that it is pure cotton candy. Her books are entertaining' but the lessons are shallow. Rare lines such as, It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than our abilities, are shoehorned painfully into the dialogue. Besides, the chief motivation for most characters in the books, including Harry, appears to be revenge, whether it's getting back at Lord Voldemort or the school bully.

Unlike characters in the Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis, whom Rowling claims as one of her inspirations, none of her characters show any sign of moral growth. Students who begin the series as bullies, showoffs, or dunderheads end up much the same by book three, except now they have magical skills that make those flaws more dangerous to themselves and others. Compare that with the redemption of Eustace in Lewis's Voyage of the Dawn Treader, whose ill temper and selfishness are transformed by submitting his dragon-transformed self and all of his wickedness to the painful process of Aslan's grace.

The Harry Potter series suffers from the common flaw in most children's books today: It's a kids' world and the rest of us are merely players. Teachers range from incompetent to cruel. Lying and rule-breaking are instrumental to the plot and rarely punished. All the children have sharp tongues and often resort to threats of physical violence to resolve disputes. Unfortunately, these themes are all too common in today's children's books and frequently predict popular success.

And with five million copies in hardcover and three million in paperback, the Harry Potter series is a dramatic success. But not everyone is wild about Harry. Parents in Columbia, South Carolina, have urged their school board to remove the series from the bookshelves, arguing that the books promote paganism, violence, and a lack of respect for authority. A minority of parents nationwide have followed Columbia's cue. Critics of the books, both parental and literary, are shouting into a marketing hurricane that looks like it will be with us for a while.

The Sorcerer's Stone has won several prestigious awards, including the UK's 1997 National Book Award. Three wildly successful books are on the shelves of libraries and bookstores worldwide, and four more sequels are planned. With a movie in the works (possibly produced by Steven Spielberg) and toy merchandising machine gearing up for Christmas, the Potter phenomenon will only grow. But it is also likely the controversy will intensify.

If one can't avoid the Harry Potter books, what is a parent to do? Well, follow its author's lead. Rowling admitted in an interview that she hasn't yet read them to her six-year-old but has read her the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, which her daughter quite enjoyed. HarperCollins recently released a one-volume edition of Lewis's masterpiece, large and heavy in the tradition of great books and perfect for stretching out with in front of a winter's fire. Lewis's lively prose creates a world every bit as rich with magic and mystery as Harry Potter's but with a story line that's also good for the soul.

Berit Kjos Ministries: Harry Potter articles
"The story of Harry Potter is an allegory: It is written and packaged to look like fantasy when, in truth, it is a carefully written true description of the training and work of an initiate in an occult order." From The occult roots of Harry Potter magic
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The Invisible War
Preparing for Victory
Harry Potter; Media Extravaganza or Deafening Silence?
http://www.christendom-awake.org/pages/reflect-lit/harry-potter/harry-potter.htm 
By Mark Alder, January 30, 2008

I have real concern that many good practicing Christians receive little or no guidance when faced with a number of issues which can impact on them or their children. It could be said that such people need only to do their own research on the internet etc., and they will be fully informed. However many folk are so busy with their lives that they often do not have time or energy to do such research.
The problems with Dan Brown's Da Vinci Code and Phillip Pulman's Dark Materials Trilogy are in my opinion easier to deal with. Most Orthodox Christians are in agreement. However trying to discern Harry Potter is much more difficult because of the range of views presented by different Christian Commentators. If people are not careful the whole subject can become extremely divisive.
Many parents encourage their children's interest in Harry Potter books and films but are not aware that a number of informed Christians have various degrees of reservations about the books/films. To be fair I therefore want to start this short article by reiterating that a number of informed Christians have no problem with Harry Potter.
What seriously worries me however is that although countless adults and children are reading and enjoying Harry Potter there seems to be a "deafening silence" amongst countless people as to whether there is any cause for concern. There is usually no discussion of the pros and the cons.

There are a number of possible points of entry into this subject, Firstly I am looking at authoritative statements. One article uses the authority of The Catechism. The Reality of the Devil,

I now give an exceptionally good article by Rev. Thomas J Euteneuer of Human Life International. Halloween and Harry Potter At the top of this article there are useful links to a very good article by Michael O'Brien and some comments by the previous chief exorcist of Rome, Rev. Gabriele Amorth. Such a person as Rev Amorth speaks with real experience on the matters I am discussing here. I would also strongly recommend two books by Rev. Amorth. An Exorcist Tells His Story and An Exorcist: More Stories
It is useful to view some of the articles on Harry Potter which are available on the Catholic Culture Website. This include views both for and against Harry Potter.

It is also instructive to examine the various articles on the LifeSite News website
The article below presents some useful ideas.
Harry Potter: The archetype of an abortion survivor
Is the Practice of Witchcraft Harmless?
Acknowledgement
I must give grateful thanks to Dave Parry who provides an emailing list of interesting and important websites and news items. I first learnt about some of the Harry Potter websites from Dave's mailing list. If you would like to go on the emailing list please email Dave at dparry@toucansurf.com.

Can My Kids Watch Harry Potter Films?
http://www.southasianconnection.com/articles/206/1/Can-My-Kids-Watch-Harry-Potter-Films/Page1.html   

By Samuel Thambuswamy, July 3, 2007
Harry Potter - a household name
You just can’t ignore Harry Potter. He has become a household name, courtesy the powerful engines of Globalization. Harry Potter books and its product spin-offs are found everywhere. Even if you don’t want to read the book/s (watch the films), you still cannot manage to stay insulated. Hogwarts’ magic is slowly but steadily invading our living room through everyday conversations. Trust me, it is extremely difficult to be indifferent about Harry Potter and Hogwarts. Few books/films, like the Harry Potter series have evoked such ‘equal’ and ‘opposite’ reactions, all at the same time.

Pottermania: The arguments for and against 
Ardent Potter fans find nothing wrong in the imaginative story that seeks to feed the human hunger for enchantment. While others hold author J.K. Rowling guilty of introducing magick to younger children. They allege that although the book/s unfold the proverbial ‘good-versus-evil’ theme, witchcraft and occultism form the subtext of its plotline. The worst fear is that the book/s (and films) would de-sensitize children to the dark shades of spirituality, now resurgent in the West.

Living the question: In the midst of a culture war 
Would it be wrong for a Christian to read a compelling novel, which is creative, insightful and funny? How do we respond to the Harry Potter Phenomenon from a Christian faith perspective? What’s wrong about Harry Potter anyway? Can I allow my kids to watch Harry Potter movies? Answers aren’t easy to these questions. Troubled parents are living these questions. The return of Harry Potter through the sixth book in the series: Harry Potter and the Half-blood prince (2005) and the movie version of Harry Potter and the order of the Phoenix (2007) have only re-opened the debate, re-drawn the battle lines and kicked off the latest culture war.

Do not be squeezed into the (cultural) mould of the world 
Living out the Christian faith in the contemporaneous world is a counter trend. Christian lifestyle is opposed to self-interests, self-gratification and self-sufficiency, which are at the heart of our culture. Apostle Paul had warned us, “ Don’t let the world squeeze you into its own mould”.  It doesn’t come easy. It takes a lot to be able to face the contemporary challenges. The challenges to our faith come in different colors, shapes and sizes and contemporary Christians must skillfully relate their creedal affirmations to the emerging contextual challenges. Unfortunately, most Christians I meet, are unwilling to think through issues ‘Christianly’. The temptation is to settle for either ‘restatements’ or ‘readymade answers’. Somehow, I sense a lack of enthusiasm to study God’s Word, stretch the mind and discover biblical principles for everyday life issues.

Thinking ’Christianly’ 
Thinking ‘Christianly’ is only possible if we construct a Christian worldview. What is a worldview? 
A worldview is “simply the sum total of our beliefs about the world, the big picture that directs our daily decisions and actions”.  A worldview helps us to make sense of the world we live in and also helps us order our lives accordingly. It provides clarity, consistency and coherence to the answers for questions concerning origin, meaning, purpose and destiny. Genuine Christianity is all about accepting the Christian worldview as a framework for the totality of life. Charles Colson contends
“Genuine Christianity is more than a relationship with Jesus as expressed in personal piety, church attendance, Bible Study, and works of charity. It is more than discipleship, more than believing a system of doctrines about God. Genuine Christianity is a way of seeing and comprehending all reality. It is worldview”.     
Apostle Paul, in his letter to the church at Rome, points to the need to be transformed by a constant renewal of the mind
“As an intelligent act of worship, give him your bodies as a living sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him. Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mould, but let God re-make you so that your whole attitude of mind is changed.” 

Faith seeking application 
Today, we live in the market place of ideas that compete for our attention and loyalty. The challenge, then, for a Christian is to expose counter claims and defend Christian truth in the everydayness of life. Theology, then, is not an exercise removed from everyday life but it is “faith seeking application”. Commitment to the Christian worldview requires us to evaluate every truth-claim. Anything we accept as ‘true’, ‘good’ and ‘right’ must be compatible with our Christian worldview. This would mean that any and every idea must pass through the Christian grid, which would either validate a claim or expose its inadequacies.

The challenge ahead 
Is the Harry Potter phenomenon a challenge to the Christian faith? I don’t think so. The Harry Potter phenomenon is not a challenge to the Christian faith as a belief system. Nevertheless, it poses new challenges to the Christian readers of the book. The book/s (and film/s) promote a neo-pagan worldview contrary to the biblical understanding of life and hence, the book/s (and films) require us to duly approach it with ‘Christian’ caution. Any compelling novel/movie presents its own challenges to the Christian. There is a tendency to look at life through the eyes of its lead characters, particularly when we are emotionally absorbed into the story. Like any other idea or a cultural product, the Harry Potter books must be evaluated through a Christian grid. It is at this point that Christians need tools to raise and resolve worldview questions.

We fear what we don’t understand 
Many parents have been living the question: How do we encounter the Harry Potter from a Christian faith perspective? Would it be wrong if children read it purely for entertainment? Should it be ignored, avoided or at least read with caution? The debate rages endlessly.  Ravi Zacharias has rightly reminded us “it is far better to debate a question before settling it than to settle a question before debating it”.  I guess, the issue needs to be understood through an informed debate, intense scrutiny and diligence and more importantly drawing principles from the Bible to bear upon the debate. It is said, “we fear what we don’t understand” and often times our responses have only been knee-jerk reactions rather than ‘reasoned’ answers. Children are greatly in need of a framework – a Christian grid - through which all of life is understood and interpreted. An informed discussion would help children acquire skills to address this issue and every other issue in the contemporary world.

Challenging cultures; Changing Individuals 
As Christians, we also bear the responsibility of transforming the culture around us. This means, we must detect the socio-cultural underpinnings in the cultural landmarks of our time. This would help us ‘correlate’ the gospel to the questions raised within our context and setting. A study of the Harry Potter phenomenon will help us understand the issues of identity (who am I?), the longing for a new myth (What gives meaning, purpose and destiny for our times?) and the socio-cultural and religious mood (How do we now understand reality?) embedded in the collective consciousness of our children. This would help us to evangelize and nurture our children within our churches and beyond.
Can my kids watch Harry Potter films? Well… you be the judge. Remember, we’ve got to help our kids live out real faith in the real world. Engaging with the films which a Christian filter is perhaps the best way forward.
Mainstreaming Witchcraft? Parents Assess 

http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/mainstreaming_witchcraft_parents_assess/ 
By Tim Drake, Register correspondent, Executive editor of Catholic.net, Los Angeles, December 2, 2001
As Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone opened to record-breaking crowds the weekend of Nov. 17, parents and experts continue to agree to disagree upon its appropriateness for children. While some see the series as merely adventure-some entertainment, others wonder if the film might take the stigma away from witchcraft and the occult, opening children to danger.

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone is the first in the series of four Harry Potter adventures written by Britain's J.K. Rowling. The film follows the exploits of a bespectacled orphan with magical powers who attends the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.
In the first three days of its release, the film made a record $93.5 million. Audiences packed theaters, with thousands lining up for midnight screenings.

“I have never attended a movie on opening weekend,” admitted Barb Hennen, a Catholic mother of seven in Ghent, Minn. “Yet, it was really fun for my 13-year-old son and I to see the film together.”

She and her son Robert saw the film at their local multiplex on Nov. 17. “I was disappointed that some of the characters in the book were not in the movie,” recalled Robert. To date, only one of Robert's 15 classmates had seen the film. “I hope to go see it again,” said Robert, who admitted that he has read each of Rowling's four books at least five times each.

However, Barb Hennen cautioned that the film was probably not appropriate for anyone under the age of 9. “Lord Voldemort is scary,” she said. “At one point he absorbs a man's body. That's not as clear or visible in the book. That certainly would not be appropriate for younger children to see.”

Otherwise, she said it was a fine movie. “The Christian mothers I've talked to have agreed that it's an imaginative and adventuresome story. I don't think it's right to focus only on what could be wrong with it.” While she admitted that it could be an entry point for a child into the occult, she added, “A child leaning in that direction might … but Harry Potter wouldn't be the only source the child would go to.”

Michael O'Brien respectfully disagrees.

“I think it is a mistake to take a child to the Potter film,” said the Canadian Catholic artist and author of A Landscape with Dragons: The Battle for Your Child's Mind.

“The series uses the symbol-world of the occult as its primary metaphor,” he explained. “This has the potential of lowering a child's guard to the actual occult activity in the world around us, which is everywhere and growing.”

O'Brien argues that both the books and the film present serious threats to the moral integrity of the coming generations. “In the film, an added dimension of psychological influence is at work,” he said. “Any serious student of modern media recognizes the power of film to reshape consciousness. By using overt and subliminal techniques, it can override the mind's natural critical faculty.”
He added that the widespread devotion to the Potter phenomenon, even among Catholic parents and scholars, “is a symptom of our naiveté about the power of culture. In our modern culture we have all become accustomed to eating a certain amount of poison in our diet; indeed we often no longer even recognize the poison. Why have we accepted a set of books which glamorize and normalize occult activity, even though it is every bit as deadly to the soul as sexual sin?"

Clare McGrath Merkle, a former New Age “healer” and a revert to the Catholic faith, said she has seen firsthand that O'Brien's warning should be heeded. “We just don't understand that our children live in a reality steeped in violence, sex and the occult,” she said.

She said the problem with Potter remains, despite the explanation that the books depict an innocent, even humorous, white magic. “There is only one kind of magic,” said Merkle. It's “variously known as black magic, occultism, diabolism, or the dark arts.”

The Defense

Los Angeles film critic Michael Medved, known for his defense of traditional virtues and criticism of Hollywood's rejection of them, defends Harry Potter.
“A number of Christian organizations have objected to the whole Harry Potter phenomenon, suggesting that its benign, light-hearted treatment of witchcraft and the occult will lead young people into dangerous realms. I resisted this argument concerning the books and I reject it even more with the movie,” he said. “It's hard to imagine any child who will want to study necromancy, spells or Satanism as a result of seeing the film.”

Medved contends that the film projects a “deadly serious battle between good and evil, while highlighting humane values of generosity, loyalty, discipline and selflessness.”

“Magic,” said Medved, “remains a staple in most of the best children's literature in history, and generations of young people have indulged in those fantasies without satanic influence. In Grimm's Fairy Tales, for example, magic and witches and shape-changing and curses and incantations have always played a role.”

British Catholic home-schooling mother Debbie Nowak also believes that the film can be viewed as good entertainment.

She has seen the film with four of her eight children and doesn't worry about her children falling into the occult.

“Harry Potter has an invisible mark inside of him that his mother gave to him when she sacrificed her life for his,” she said. “This mark, unlike his lightning bolt scar, is one of love. Because he has this mark of love, evil cannot bear his touch.”

Mary Weyrich of Paso Robles, Calif., warned that, in these days of cross-marketing, much of the danger with the book is extraneous to the story.

“I recently went shopping and noticed the sold-out Harry Potter display,” the Catholic mother of eight said. “There on the same shelf was a book of Spells for Children. It looked like a cookbook, except that it was filled with the sorts of things that Harry does, in the books and movie. It was user friendly, easy for children to try.”

She looked into the matter further, she said.

On the Internet, “I went to a large online bookstore's Harry Potter site, found Harry's 'related subjects,’ which included witchcraft.” Three clicks connected her to The Witch Bible, she said.

Her conclusion: “Many will say that the Harry Potter books and movie are just fiction. Many will say that they are so glad that the children are reading again. Many will say that the movie wasn't that scary and it is no big deal. But I do believe that it is a very big deal.”

The Harry Potter phenomenon and franchise — and debate — is only just beginning. Warner Bros. was scheduled to begin shooting a sequel in November, and fans are already looking forward to Rowling's next book.

Effects of Harry Potter
http://annefeaster.accountsupport.com/potternewsletter.html
By Margaret Anne Feaster, 2007
Most people have an opinion on the Harry Potter phenomenon.  Some Christians think he is harmless; others do not.  In this newsletter, I would like to share with you some research which reveals the effect of Potter on some of our teens. 

A Christian organization called the Barna Group has interviewed 4,370 teens in the U.S. from age 13 to 18 on the Potter series and their involvement in other aspects of the occult.   Their findings are alarming. 

They have discovered that 84% or four out of every five teens polled have personally read or watched Potter.   77% of these are church-going teens.  Despite the widespread exposure to Potter, only 4% have received any teachings or discussions about this subject in a church. 

The vast majority found it to be just a “fun to read” story.  However, ONE OUT OF EVERY 8 TEENS (12%) SAID THE POTTER SERIES INCREASED THEIR INTEREST IN WITCHCRAFT.  If this sample is applied to the general population, it would translate to millions of teens. 

The Barna  report states, “The most common types of witchcraft behaviors were using a Ouija board and reading a book about witchcraft or Wicca, each of which had been done by more than one-third of the teenagers.  More than one-quarter of teens have played a game featuring sorcery or witchcraft elements. One tenth of teens had participated in a séance and 1 out of 12 had tried to cast a spell or mix a magic potion.” This is alarming because doing witchcraft or using a Ouija board can put the teen in direct contact with evil spirits, according to Fr. Amorth, the Vatican exorcist. Amorth has also said, "Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of darkness, the devil." In addition, the teens may not realize that these practices are gravely sinful.   The Bible explains this very clearly in Deut.18:10.  It states "Let there not be found among you anyone who immolates his son or daughter in the fire, nor a fortune-teller, soothsayer, charmer, diviner, or caster of spells, nor one who consults ghosts and spirits or seeks oracles from the dead.  Anyone who does such things is an abomination to the Lord, and because of such abominations, the Lord your God is driving these nations out of your way." 
Since this cute little wizard is doing white witchcraft, he would be an abomination to the Lord in real life. The Potter books send a confusing message to children.    

Of the teens who found it "fun to read", they too have been affected.  They have been exposed to and de-sensitized to some of the most sinful and forbidden practices that exist, thinking them to be completely harmless.

Testimony from an ex-Teen Witch
High school student, Jordan Fuchs, testified at a school hearing in Gwinnett County, Ga. in April 2006 that the Potter books had a bad influence on her and her friends in middle school. Her teachers had encouraged the students to read the books. She states in her testimony,   "After reading the first book, many of my classmates decided that we wanted to learn more about witchcraft.  While at school we looked up witchcraft on the internet.  We looked up how to become a witch and how to perform the Craft.   To us the Harry Potter books had made witchcraft seem mystical, exciting, and innocent".  She then stated, "We continued to search for info on how to perform spells, curses, potions, hexes and vexes just like Harry." After practicing witchcraft, she said she became "an angry, bitter, depressed, vengeful, manipulative, disobedient, rebellious person." She had become so depressed that she set out to kill herself.  Fortunately, she had confided in a friend who told her Mother who then intervened and found some help for her.  However, it took her several years to get back to where she was before.
  
Teens and other occult practices 
The Barna Report also states "As for psychic activities, more than one-fourth of teens have had their palm read (30%)  or their fortune told (27%). Other psychic deeds included being physically present when someone else used psychic powers (14%), visiting a medium or spiritual guide (9%) and consulting a psychic (9%).  They also reported that "seven million teens have encountered an angel, demon, or some other supernatural being. More than two million teens say they have communicated with a dead person (10%). Nearly two million youth claim they have psychic powers." (The Barna Update, "New Research Explores Teenage Views and Behavior Regarding the Supernatural" and "Harry Potter's Influence Goes Unchallenged in Most Homes and Churches." (http://www.barna.org/)
Unfortunately, there are some witch's covens at some of the high schools in the   U.S.  When Moira Noonan, an ex-New Ager, was giving a conference, a lady told the audience that there was a witches' coven at her daughter's high school.  They wore witches' T-shirts to school. The principal objected, and the teen witches demanded the right to continue because the Christian students were wearing theirs. The principal, therefore, made the decision to allow only school spirit or school team shirts.


Effects of Potter on Children
Our children have grown up in an occult-friendly world with an unusual number of cartoons, and TV programs that glorify the occult, especially magic and sorcery.  In some cases, the small child learns about the occult from cartoons before he has a chance to learn about the Christian faith.  In other cases, he learns all about the occult, and nothing at all about God.  Pope Benedict XVI has expressed his concern about this problem when he was a Cardinal.  
Unfortunately, the Potter series has affected some of our elementary school children.  Though the Barna Report did not interview children, we know from the stories of teachers that the Potter books have made witchcraft and occult practices very appealing to children who are far too young to sort out right from wrong in the stories.  

For example, an elementary school teacher in the Atlanta area told me that she has overheard children talking about casting spells on others, and had a child in her classroom casting spells on another child.  She later taught in high school and overheard the same conversations. 

Jordan Fuchs, the teenager who testified at the Gwinnett County hearing, had included in her testimony this startling fact.  She said, "I remember many children telling me that they were "hooked" into witchcraft by Harry Potter."
Quotes from Children
There is a book by Sharon Moore called We love Harry Potter, We'll tell you why.  Moore interviewed children who explain why they like the series.   Here are a few examples:

"If I could go to wizard school, I might be able to do spells and potions and fly a broomstick." Said Mara, 12.  "It would be great to be a wizard because you could control situations and things like teachers." Jeffrey, age 11.  "I would like to go to wizard school and learn magic and put spells on people.  I'd make up an ugly spell and then it's pay-back time. Catherine, age 9.  "I feel like I am inside Harry's world.  If I went to wizard school I'd study everything: spells, counter spells, and defense against the dark arts." Carolyn, age 10.  "I liked it when the bad guys killed the unicorn and Voldemort drank its blood." Julie, age 13. 


Warnings from an Ex-Witch 
In the 60's a man named David J. Meyer was practicing witchcraft, astrology, and numerology.  At the end of that spiritually troubled decade, he claims that he underwent a remarkable conversion. He tells us in his own words,    "I was miraculously saved by the power of Jesus Christ and His saving blood. I was also delivered from every evil spirit that lived in me and was set free." He is now a Pastor and is deeply concerned about the Potter series. "As a former witch, I can speak with authority when I say that I have examined the works of Rowling and that the Harry Potter books are training manuals for the occult."  Meyer also states "Through Harry's world of sorcery they are learning what tools today's witches and pagans use, supernatural imagination, spiritual concentration, wands, brooms, spells and curses." He goes on to say "Harry's world says that drinking dead animal blood gives power, a satanic human sacrifice and Harry's powerful blood brings new life, demon possession is not spiritually dangerous, and that passing through fire, contacting the dead, and conversing with ghosts, others in the spirit world, and more, is normal and acceptable." (From www.harrypottermagic.org/bigdealhp2.htm)
Wizardology Instructions at Book Fair
A Gwinnett County teacher at a Scholastic book fair reported that they were selling a book called Wizardology alongside the Harry Potter books.  It is a non-fiction book which comes with several interactive tools, including tarot cards.  The book teaches spells and how to read palms.  The book came to her attention when she found a group of students huddled over the book casting spells in her class! She complained about the book to the media specialist and was met with rolled eyes.  However, the principal did remove the book!
Books describe many murders 
Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince mentions 15 murders. A few examples are:

-Five year old brother of Montgomery sisters - killed by Greyback because his mother would not help the Death Eaters.

-Hannah Abbot's mother - murdered by Death Eaters

Also, in the Goblet of Fire, a living person’s hand was cut off in a ritual, and it describes a child sacrifice. Chamber of Secrets describes an animal sacrifice.  Is this really suitable reading for elementary school children?   
Report from a Counselor 
A counselor in Lawrenceville, Ga. reported that many, many children have been brought in to her with various problems resulting from the reading of the Potter books.  She cites case histories (no names) of children and teens suffering anxiety, fear, nightmares, insomnia, and panic attacks. One 9 year old reported something evil in her closet and objects moving. Another 13 year old was practicing Wicca (witchcraft). She was frustrated, confused, angry, and was talking to things that were not there.  
What can a Parent Do?
It would be wise for the parents of teens and children to discuss the Potter series with their child. Find out what their attitudes are and be sure that the child or teen understands the dangers of the occult practices in real life and its terrible consequences. (Spells do go through and harm people, except for those who have a deep prayer life, according to Fr. Amorth, the Vatican exorcist.) Jordan Fuchs, the ex-teen witch became angry, bitter, depressed.  She was later delivered from witchcraft by the mercy of God, but she had to rebuild her life.   If a parent has a child or teen practicing witchcraft, they must seek help from a priest or a Charismatic deliverance team.  Some of the signs are: the teen pulls back from her old friends; there is a dramatic change in behavior; the teen has “A Book of Shadows; an unusual amount of candle wax in their room; (Protecting Your teen From Today’s Witchcraft, Steve Russo.) The easiest solution would be to give the children books on the Narnia Series. These are popular with children and they are not harmful. 
In summary, warnings about the Potter books have come from Pope Benedict XVI as Cardinal,  Fr. Amorth, (the Vatican exorcist), ex-witches, teachers, parents, teens, counselors and research from the Barna group.  In other conferences and publications, warnings have come from Focus on the Family, Clare Merkle and Moira Noon who are ex- New Agers. The Pagan Federation of England reports over 100 children per month calling them to inquire how they can become witches.  We now see that many children have truly been harmed.  THE DEBATE ON POTTER IS OVER. WE MUST NOW PRAY FOR THOSE TEENS AND CHILDREN PRACTICING WITCHCRAFT AND FOR THEIR VICTIMS.  We must share this information with other parents, and ask the Lord for the courage to speak the truth about the effects of Harry Potter on our children and teens.
Moira Noonan also speaks out against the Potter books at conferences.  We highly recommend her book, Ransomed from Darkness. Raised as a Catholic, author Moira Noonan began apprenticeship in New Age practices and ideas as a college student. Over a 25 year time frame, she worked in Religious Science ministry, as a psychic counselor and therapist.  She became certified or developed expertise in Hypnotherapy, Past Life Regression, Astrology, The Course in Miracles, Reiki, channeling, crystals, goddess spirituality, clairvoyance, and other occult practices.  Then in 1993, after a series of powerful conversion experiences, she returned to the Church, and is now a popular speaker, witnessing, evangelizing, and explaining the deeper influences of the New Age movement.  She has told her story via religious cable and radio stations worldwide.  She has featured chapter about her conversion in Prodigal Daughters, Ignatius Press.  She will be in the Atlanta area on October 20!  
NEW AGE-MARGARET ANNE FEASTER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-MARGARET_ANNE_FEASTER.doc
Former New Ager warns teenagers of its 'darkness' 
http://www.stlouisreview.com/article.php?id=12290
http://stlouisreview.com/article/2007-02-01/former-new-ager-warns-teenagers-its-145darkness146 
By Jennifer Brinker, St Louis Review Staff Writer, February 1, 2007 

An entire generation is being lost to the occult and other New Age practices, says Catholic author and speaker Moira Noonan. Noonan, of San Diego, was in St. Louis last week for several talks in which she shared the details of her leaving the Catholic Church as a teenager, embracing New Age practices for a quarter of a century and her eventual decision to return to the Church. She penned those experiences in a book called "Ransomed From Darkness: The New Age, Christian Faith and the Battle for Souls," published in 2005 by North Bay Books. 

Noonan spoke January 24 at St. Mary Magdalen Parish in South St. Louis before a group of teens with Southside Youth Ministry, a regional youth ministry effort in the area. She also spoke later that week before young people at an XLT-South gathering and at the St. Joseph Radio Catholic Lecture Series at the Shrine of St. Ferdinand in Florissant. 

"I want to teach them about the truth of the Church, so when the media bombards them with all the supernatural, the reincarnation and other spirits, that they’ll have the discernment and the strength to always want the Holy Spirit," she said in an interview with the Review. "The Holy Spirit will always lead them to the truth." 

Noonan, who once worked for a Hollywood movie producer, warned youths against reading books such as the Harry Potter series, which includes references of witchcraft and other false forms of spirituality, and viewing television programs with references to New Age practices, such as "Medium" and "Smallville". 

She said her experience in Hollywood gave her the chance to see that some programs dealing with the occult are created with the assistance of true professionals involved in witchcraft or other methods of New Age spirituality. "They’re not making this stuff up," she said. "It’s dangerous." She noted that young people today are bombarded even more so in the media by these types of TV programs, books and movies than she was when she was a teenager. 

Noonan was 15 and just had received the Sacrament of Confirmation when she decided to leave the Catholic Church. She said she came from a "cultural Catholic family," in which she said she didn’t receive proper faith formation. She eventually became involved as a minister in the Church of Religious Science and participated in occult activities such as psychic counseling and therapy, hypnotherapy, astrology, reiki, channeling, crystals, goddess spirituality and clairvoyance. 

In 1993, Noonan and a group of her friends were on their way to a UFO sighting in Sedona, Ariz., when she heard a rumor that the Blessed Mother was appearing to people in a nearby Catholic church. 

"People in New Age see her as a goddess," explained Noonan. However, she noted that she felt she still had "a little shred of Catholicism in me. That little shred told me that the Blessed Mother — this was not a goddess. She was a real person." 

When she got to the church, she encountered a healing Mass in progress, something Noonan said she didn’t know existed because of her long absence from the Church. 

As she looked at the priest, she asked God, "If this priest is from you, tell me right now, or I’m leaving and never coming back." She then said she saw a vision of Christ at his Passion. She added she heard God tell her: "He is my disciple. Sit down, you are home." Noonan later met with the priest and went to confession. 

Citing the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Noonan told the teens that all Christian souls are in a battle of good vs. evil. She said, "I didn’t realize my soul was in a battle — it’s up for grabs. My soul was really going into darkness. (God) was grabbing my soul back." 

She said the catechism also teaches that all forms of divination, magic and sorcery, among other occult practices, are to be rejected. "They contradict the honor, respect and loving fear that we owe to God alone." (No. 2116) 

She encouraged the teens to embrace the sacraments, especially the Sacrament of Reconciliation. She also asked those who have become open to media messages promoting the occult to seek confession immediately. 

Noonan said there are many positive messages in books, movies and television, which can be embraced. She cited examples such as the "The Chronicles of Narnia" and "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy and movie series. 

Some Disney movies, such as "Cinderella" and "Snow White," "make it very clear at the struggle between good and evil, sin and virtue," she said. "They don’t mix it." 

She also noted that Fox has started a division called Fox Faith, aimed at producing family friendly and Christian-centered movies. "Love’s Abiding Joy" is its first release. 

But as for messages that include references of the occult, supernatural powers and other forms of New Age spirituality, "none of these messages say we have God the Father, who sent us the gift of the Holy Spirit," said Noonan. 

Catholics, she said, must "pray for prophecy, pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit. We need to say, ‘Lord, I love you, I want to follow you.’ "I want to help you understand the difference," said Noonan.

Harry, Yoda, and Yoga

http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/mwest/070802   

By Marsha West August 2, 2007

Quicker than you can say "Quidditch," a wizard's broomstick rocketed to the sky and inscribed a smoke trail message for all the world to see... Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows ... has arrived! The long-awaited book was released at the stroke of midnight on July 21, putting an end to the suspense. The Potterites, under Harry's spell for 10 years, now know his fate.
Parents waited in long lines with their youngsters for hours on end so that little Danielle would have first crack at reading the seventh and final book in J. K. Rowling's phenomenally successful Harry Potter series.
Not surprisingly, Deathly Hallows broke sales records becoming the fastest selling book ever, selling more than eleven million copies in the first twenty-four hours following its release. Bookstores offered HP parties to promote the book. Some provided magicians and face painting and handed out goodie bags to their customers. Barnes & Noble in Augusta, Maine held a "Midnight Magic Costume Party" to introduce youngsters to the occult. According to Mike Hein of the Christian Civic League of Maine, "the store held fortune telling readings in its 'Children's Department,' surrounded by children's books and literature. The store employee who read the children’s' fortunes used 'Gypsy Witch' tarot cards which were created by noted French mystic Madame Lenormand in 19th century Europe." [1]
Nothing like learning about the tools of the occult before you're even old enough to attend "Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry."
No question some parents are OK with exposing their adolescents to occult indoctrination. Perhaps they rationalize that children need to be exposed to new and diverse things. Moms and dads in Augusta, Maine must have thought Madam Marmalade's tarot card reading would be a "good experience." Visiting a fortuneteller makes one more "well rounded."
In Melbourne Australia, twenty lucky The Age readers were among the first to get their hands on a copy of Deathly Hallows by telling why they love the Potter books so much. Here's what Stefanie says:
"The Harry Potter books have meant a lot to me because they have taught me values in life. They have taught me that you should stand up for what you believe in and always fight for those who you love. They have taught me to take risks and chances that could help people who you care for and things that you want to accomplish in the near future. When reading the books I feel like I am standing right in front of Harry Potter and his two best friends Hermione and Ron watching them as they battle against the evil dark wizard, Lord Voldemort. I experience a magical fantasy land like it is all really happening to me and that I am standing in the presents [sic] of Hogwarts and its teachers and students. It makes me believe in magical things and that good can win over evil if you push yourself towards that goal and try your hardest. When Harry battled Voldemort in the Graveyard in the book Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry believed in himself to win against Voldemort and to help his friend Sedric's body return home to his family without getting harmed by Lord Voldemort. At times it has helped me get through tough times because I look at Harry and can imagine what things he went through and how hard it must have been for him. It has taught me to believe in myself and never doubt about what I can accomplish." [2]
Personally, I'm not so wild about Harry. I'd rather Christian kids not read the Potter books because Satan would like nothing more than to expose youngsters to pagan practices early on. Set the hook, as they say. And Satan knows what bate works best. Once the hook's set the Prince of Darkness reels us in. Who knew HP would be such a phenomenal success? Satan, of course. He knows human nature — that humans desire to be like God. The sly ol' serpent knew that a neglected and badly treated orphan, who just happened to be a wizard, would win the minds and hearts of children.
Satan's strategy worked. Somewhere around 325 million HP books are in print. Within the U.S., Borders bookstore sold 1.2 million copies, with another 2.2 million pre-orders being filled by Amazon.com. Unless you live in a cave in Afghanistan your child will happen upon Harry and his friends. Kids marvel at the boy wizard's way with the wand and they naturally want to be like him. And to be like Harry you've got to be able to cast spells and mix up potions. Potions and spells can be used against one's enemies! Knowing magic makes you a force to be reckoned with.

Go ahead and try to protect your kids from Harry and his friends, but you won't be able to, any more than you could protect them from Star Wars, which, by the way, is steeped in New Age mysticism. There's hardly a kid in America who hasn't heard of Yoda, Luke Skywalker and Obi-Wan Kenobi. 
Some parents attempt to steer their kids away from all the HP merchandise that's promoted in stores, on the Internet and TV. But you can't shelter your kids from hearing the HP hype any more than you could shelter them from the Star Wars marketing machine. With all the occult influences in western society, it's nearly impossible to shelter youngsters from it.
So what are parents to do about Harry Potter? The answer is not so simple.
Parents who have studied occult literature in order to better understand it should by all means talk to their kids about the Potter books and explain why they're not permitted to read them, if that's their decision. The dangers of the occult should not be glossed over. Tell it like it is. The Apostle Paul was blunt about it. He said, "The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God" (Galatians 5:18-21). Pretty harsh words. But people needed to hear it!
In light of the fact that occult indoctrination is a daily occurrence, moms and dads should have ongoing in-depth discussions about why God opposes sorcery and why Christians are to disassociate from it and from anyone who's involved in the world of the occult. Of course this would include so-called Christians who refuse to repent of their sin and give up all occult activities. The Bible explicitly says we are to avoid the magic arts! (Deuteronomy 18:9-14)
Before I go on I need to point out that those who dip into the murky waters of mysticism are looking for some sort of esoteric "experience." Occultists see it as the study of what they believe is the deeper truth that exists below the surface. They're looking for "knowledge of the hidden," or "knowledge of the paranormal." The key word is magic. According to answers.com, "Devotees of occultism seek to explore spiritual mysteries through what they regard as higher powers of the mind. The Western tradition of occultism has its roots in Hellenistic magic and alchemy (especially the Hermetic writings ascribed to Thoth) and in the Jewish mysticism associated with the Kabbala."
Magic, astrology, spiritism, divination, witchcraft (modern day Wicca)... basically all encounters with the supernatural world were considered to corrupt those who engaged in such craft, therefore God decreed that they were not only off-limits, they were "evil." (Leviticus 19:26, 31, Deuteronomy 18:10, 2 Chronicles 33:6)
God opposes sorcery because it appeals to the dark spiritual forces instead of the Living God: "When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?" (Isaiah 8:19) Indeed, why consult spirits? How do you know you can trust them? And for Pete's sake, how do you know you're not encountering a demon? My advice is don't even go there. Contacting spirits opens the door to the demonic realm and is contrary to God's will.

The New Age movement (NAM), which can best be described as the invasion of Eastern mysticism into western society, is the enemy of Christ. NAM has penetrated every aspect of our lives. Hence, Christians must have a pretty thorough understanding of what's behind it. More importantly, familiarize yourself with what Scripture teaches about mysticism.
Many followers of Jesus Christ feel mysticism's no big deal, while others choose the ostrich approach, hiding their heads in the sand, hoping that if they ignore it long enough it will go away. Alarmingly, a growing number of professed Christians participate in Eastern mystical practices. Take for example yoga meditation, which is Eastern in origin. Many evangelical churches now offer "Christian Yoga," which is, as I wrote in a previous article*, an oxymoron if there ever was one. Christians who take yoga classes rationalize that because famous pastors, TV personalities, and well-known Christian authors promote meditation, participating in "Christian yoga" must be allowed. The next thing you know those same leaders will promote séances. Gullible believers will learn that "Christian mediums" are contacting the Apostles! Come one, come all, and meet Paul! Sound absurd? Twenty years ago "Christian yoga" would have been unthinkable. But I digress.
Contemporary churches are teaming with biblically challenged Christians who don't seem to care that they're ignorant about God and His ways. It's what I call the "groin' ta heaven by the skin of my teeth" syndrome. In other words, they want to pass through those pearly gates without growing in their faith. They just want to get inside! As a result of this nonchalant attitude, NAM now has a foothold in mainline churches whose sole purpose is to deconstruct, or reconstruct, historic orthodox Christianity, as the old way of doing church has become passé in our post-modern culture. For them, Christianity must become more palatable to the unchurched. *http://newswithviews.com/West/marsha30.htm  
Emerging Church leaders boast "a movement from the moral to the mystical is necessary." To that end, contemplative (centering) prayer is now marketed to Christians around the globe. Who are these Emergents? Ray Waddle gives us the inside scoop: "'Emergent' folks are Christians who are impatient with rigid megachurch formulas and noisy doctrinal in-fighting.... They're hammering out a theology that's friendly to ancient faith practices (contemplative prayer, labyrinths, hospitality) in a postmodern world of quantum physics, 24/7 media and coffee-house culture." [3]
What exactly is contemplative prayer [CP]? "As it is expressed in a modern day movement is mystically (i.e. based on a technique or method) in which one empties the mind of thought through repetition, usually of a word or phrase or focus on the breath. In this case the silence would be an absence of thought, all thought." [4]
Some call CP the "silence." But why not call it what it is? Yoga meditation! [5]
Mysticism's roots extend deep down into the soil of Christendom, thanks largely to the writings of Roman Catholic monks — Brother Lawrence, William Meninger, Thomas Keating, Thomas Merton (influenced by Buddhist meditation), Brennan Manning and others. 

Even Protestants are touting contemplative prayer. Pastor and author Rick Warren recommends "breath prayer." According to Lighthouse Trails Research, Warren says breath prayers "help you to practice the presence of God." [6]
Christians have feet of clay. Many can't even explain what they believe and why they believe it yet they'll take time to meditate. This may offend some of you, but most Christians couldn't begin to describe the kind of spiritual damage that may result from yoga meditation if their lives depended on it. 
Moreover, most believers are so biblically challenged that they're unable to give a response as to why dabbling in witchcraft should be unthinkable for true believers. Followers of Jesus Christ are to "contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints" (Jude 1:3). In Acts 17:11 we're told that the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians because they "examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true." Surely the Bereans were familiar with what the Bible says about witchcraft.
One can't help but wonder why so many parents don't mind that their children "love" Harry Potter. Harry and his friends spurn authority and they're willfully disobedient — without repentance, mind you. "Young Harry lies a lot," says author Steve Wohlberg, "breaks rules at school, curses, throws temper tantrums, and even drinks 'firewhisky' (he's an underage drinker)." [7] So, how are Christians to respond to this? The Bible says Christians are to "take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ" (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
Here's something else for parents to consider. Because of the unparalleled popularity of Potter "Witch training centers have sprung up online modeled after the 'Hogwarts' school, where children will 'be like Harry Potter, go to Hogwarts, take classes, interact, get into trouble, and earn points.' Everything looks like a game, one training description reads, but 'things start to get real.'" [8]
Parents shouldn't be surprised when their youngsters leave Rowling's books on the shelf and go in search of other books on witchcraft where they'll learn ritual magic. Imagine your child creating magic potions and charms, spell-casting (love, money, success, slimming down, and so much more!), and eventually worshiping the Goddess instead of the One true God. [9] There are a gazillion websites that offer Wiccan material to anyone who visits the site. Incidentally, when conversing with Wiccans, the biblical approach is to treat them with gentleness and respect. And above all, to share Christ with them.
It seems many Christians have forgotten (or they haven't the foggiest notion) that God's people are engaged in an ongoing war against sin and Satan. "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood," warns the Apostle Paul, "but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms" (Ephesians 6:12). Believers need to take this war seriously! If grown-ups are unprepared for the spiritual battle the enemy of Christ is waging, guess who's going to suffer?
The serious Christian must continually be on guard "so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless men and fall from your secure position. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:17-18). Growing in Christ is a potent weapon against Satan. To counter evil, God's people must spend time in the Word and prayer.

Notes
[1]  Young Children Targeted for Tarot Card Fortune Tellings by Mike Hein http://www.cclmaine.org/artman/publish/Maine_3/Kiddie_Occult.shtml
[2]  Winning entries — The Age http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/winning-entries/2007/07/21/1184560084380.html
[3]  Emerging Church — A Road to Interspirituality through mysticism — Light House Trails Research http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/emergingchurch.htm
[4]  Definition of Contemplative Prayer — Lighthouse Trails Research http://www.lighthousetrailsresearch.com/cp.htm
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Potions and charms and spells! Oh my! 
http://www.renewamerica.com/columns/mwest/090209  
By Marsha West, February 9, 2009 

I will continue to proclaim that I am a Witch, and I am Wiccan, for it means the same thing. It is my religion, and it is my craft. It is my life." -Mike Nichols, Wiccan
Witches are coming out of the broom closet. But they're not calling themselves witches anymore. Instead those in "the Craft" prefer Wiccan, which comes from the earlier form of the word for witch. [1] Perhaps the name has been changed to take the sting out of it, but a witch by any other name is still a witch.
It's impossible to determine the numbers of Wiccans there are worldwide because they have no formal membership. Estimates vary but there could be as many as 3 million practicing the magic arts in America. Some say Wicca is the fastest-growing religion in the country! Whether this is true or not, one thing's for sure: many young people, especially female high school and college students, are joining covens. Because of Wicca's reverence for the earth and nature, young environmentalists are drawn to Wicca.
What do modern day Wiccans practice and believe?
"Wicca is a faith system that has no central organization or theological belief system defined for all of its adherents. 
It may be best understood through its typical practices, which include performing magic and sorcery, casting spells and engaging in Witchcraft. It is a ritualistic faith based on a loose set of pagan beliefs that are generally pantheistic in nature. Those who are involved commonly go through initiation rites for membership, teaching and leadership. Contrary to a widespread assumption, however, Wicca is not synonymous with Satan worship. Wiccans most frequently worship gods and goddesses that are found in nature. Wicca generally embraces the notions of karma and reincarnation, and promotes a laissez faire form of morality." [2]
Wicca is a neopagan, nature-based religion. Wiccans celebrate eight season-based festivals. Typically, Wiccans worship the horned god and the triple goddess. "A key belief in Wicca is that the Goddess and the God (or the goddesses and gods) are able to manifest in personal form, most importantly through the bodies of Priestesses and Priests via the rituals of Drawing down the Moon or Drawing down the Sun." [3]
One online resource, ReligionLink, tells us that "Wiccans are smashing stereotypes as their movement matures. Throughout the country Wiccans are organizing congregations and youth groups, training clergy, pursuing charity work, sharing pagan parenting tips and fighting for their civil rights." [4]
Wiccan's are fighting those who follow tradition mainstream religions: "I call out for protection of the Goddess's people from the wrath of right-wing fundamentalists and their God" — Wendy Hunter Roberts, pagan priestess.
The media, including advertisers and book and magazine publishers, are lending their support to Wicca and Witchcraft. Not surprisingly book sales on Witchcraft have jumped dramatically since the late 1980s.
The Harry Potter (HP) books, probably the best-known books on Witchcraft, have cast a spell on children. The Potter books fly off the shelves like broomsticks and have made the author, J.K. Rowling, a gazillionaire. Young and old alike read the books and flock to theaters to see the HP movies. And of course parents rush to stores to purchase all the latest HP collectables for their youngsters. Not surprisingly kids dress up like the Potter characters on Halloween. It seems everyone's wild about Harry. Rowling is masterful at promoting the idea that Harry and his friends are "good" wizards and witches who battle the forces of evil. As a result of HP's popularity, youngsters are enchanted by Witchcraft and all things pagan.
It's easy for teens to learn about Witchcraft. All they have to do is surf the internet, where Wiccan sites abound. They learn about spells, incantations and magic potions that are designed to influence circumstances and/or people.
Hollywood has used its movie magic to promote Witchcraft and alter the public perception of witches for years. The 1930s classic "The Wizard of Oz" hit the silver screen to favorable reviews. The movie had a huge impact on the way people perceive witches. Today when you think of a witch, who springs to mind but Margaret Hamilton, the actress who played the Wicked Witch of the West. You remember her green face, pointy black hat, hooked nose with a wart on the end of if, and of course the broomstick she straddled and streaked through the sky. There was also a "good" witch in the movie, beautiful Glenda, the Witch of the North, who looked like a fairy princess. 
In the 1950s "Bell Book and Candle" staring Jimmy Stewart and Kim Novak was a big hit with audiences. In the 1960s "Rosemary's Baby" scared the stuffing out of movie-goers. The 1980s conjured up "The Witches of Eastwick." That same year "Bedknobs and Broomsticks" won an Oscar for its visual effects. In the 1990s Tinseltown gave us "Practical Magic," "The Craft" and "The Blair Witch Project." The current decade has been all about witches. Four Harry Potter movies played on the big screen. The first, "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone," was a box-office smash. In July 2009 the "Chosen One" will once again mount his broomstick and whiz into a theatre near you in "Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince."
On television, shows like "Bewitched" (which was also made into a movie starring Nicole Kidman), "Sabrina the Teenage Witch" and "Charmed" have been hugely popular, especially with teens. Last year even the Hallmark Movie Channel, which promotes good clean family-friendly programming, brought us "The Good Witch." In this made for TV movie, Catherine Bell plays Cassie Nightingale, a mysterious woman who moves into a haunted mansion in a small town. Cassie soon has everyone in town wondering if she is a witch because of all the magical changes she brings into the lives of the townsfolk. The mayor's busybody wife suspects Cassie's a witch and tries to set everyone against her. For her actions she's portrayed as irrational, mean-spirited and intolerant. In other words, the one who is against the practice of Witchcraft is bad. The witch, of course, is good. "The Good Witch" was so popular with the audience that Hallmark has produced a sequel.
What is important to know about all the supernatural hullabaloo, that's become such a huge temptation for the younger generation, is that God strongly condemns it. Sure, it's a bummer because casting spells is fun, so is playing with the Ouija board, but the Bible makes it clear that God condemns the magic arts. But no one seems to care what God says anymore nor do we have a healthy fear of the Lord.
"Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence...?" (Jer. 5:22)
What could it hurt to try to contact the dead or to have an astrologer calculate the astrological compatibility between you and another person? Well first of all, God is a real party pooper when it comes to sorcery. He forbids dabbling in the magic arts, period, end of discussion. His prohibition is for our own good. Behind the supernatural powers lurks the god of this world, namely Satan. The minute a person opens the door to the occult, Satan directs his evil forces to their doorstep. Once someone is caught in Satan's trap, it's hard to break free! Occult practices are addictive! And for some people, it becomes an idol.
The Apostle Paul gave Christians this sober warning:
"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" (Ephesians 6:12).
The rulers of this dark world are not human beings, they are spirits! According to Vine's Expository Dictionary of the New Testament, "The context ('not against flesh and blood') shows that not earthly potentates are indicated, but spirit powers, who, under the permissive will of God, and in consequence of human sin, exercise satanic and therefore antagonistic authority over the world in its present condition of spiritual darkness and alienation from God." [5]

Mary Daly, ex-Roman Catholic nun, eco-feminist pagan witch, said of these powers:
"There was some primary warfare going on...an archetypal battle between principalities and powers...and I willed to go all the way in this death battle."
Luke 22:31-32 tells us that Satan is on a leash, so to speak. Therefore he cannot go beyond what our sovereign God will allow. We're told in Job 1:9-12 that Satan had to obtain permission from God before afflicting Job. It's reassuring to know that God is in complete control of the universe! Satan can do only what God allows him to do — but Satan was permitted to put Job through the ringer!
When God's people mess around in practices He expressly forbids, such as Witchcraft, He does not overlook it. Not for a millisecond! And He just might allow the devil to put those who are deliberately disobedient through the ringer!
Followers of Jesus Christ must give Him their total allegiance. Far too many Christians are leading two lives. They are following both Christ and the culture. Paul says this in 1 Cor. 10:14: Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry." In other words, flee from anything that displeases God. Paul continues in verse 21-22: "Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils...22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?"
Just so you'll know some of the practices that provoke the Lord to jealousy, here's a short list of terms and actual practices to steer clear of:
Angel (communication or worship)
Astrology/horoscopes
Automatic writing
Clairvoyance
Crystals
Dungeons and Dragons (role playing games)
Extra sensory-perception
Fortune-telling
Goddess (Gaia)
Lectio Divina (contemplative or centering prayer)
Mental telepathy
Metaphysical
Mysticism (so-called Christian or otherwise)
New Age spirituality
Numerology
Omens
Ouija board game
Palm reading
Paranormal
Parapsychology
Psychic anything
Reincarnation (belief in is unbiblical)
Séances
Spirit guides (angels, ascended masters, entities)
Spiritism
Telekinesis
Tarot cards
Lastly, God's people must daily "Put on the full armor of God" to protect against the forces of evil! Learn how to arm yourself by clicking here (http://www.emailbrigade.com/84.html )
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret. But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest is light. Therefore He says:
Awake, you who sleep,
Arise from the dead,
And Christ will give you light.
See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. — Ephesians 5:6-17

Notes
[1]  According to the Oxford English Dictionary, "Witch" comes from the Saxon word "Wicca."
[2]  Survey Reveals Americans' Feelings about Wicca — The Barna Report

[3]  Wicca — Wickipedia.com
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Recommended Reading and Info: 
What the Bible says about Wicca — CARM website
Occult info — On Solid Rock Resources
New Age Movement/Spirituality — On Solid Rock Resources
Spiritual Warfare — On Solid Rock Resources
Beware of Harry Potter! A sneaky way to promote the occult 
http://www.michaeljournal.org/potter.htm 
By Melvin Sickler, January 1, 2002

Who is Harry Potter? 
Despite all the publicity he got, perhaps there are some of our readers who do not know who Harry Potter is. He is the hero of a series of books, written by British author J.K. Rowling, for children. In fact, it is the all-time best-seller book for children — 100 million copies have been sold worldwide, which have been translated into 40 different languages. Moreover, a movie was made a few months ago about the first book of the series, and it made the top of the list at the box offices.
In volume one, entitled Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Philosopher's Stone, we are introduced to the world of sorcery and to the boy who plays the pivotal role in the struggle between good and evil, as it is defined in the series. The story begins with the murder of Harry's parents, a witch and wizard, who are destroyed by another wizard named Voldemort, the chief of all the wizards who have gone too far into the practice of the “Dark Arts — the evil side of sorcery”. Harry is rescued by witches and wizards who take him to a suburb of London to be raised by his aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Dursley. Harry knows nothing about his background.

On his eleventh birthday, he begins to discover that he has some mysterious powers. He soon meets witches and wizards who harass the Dursleys with magic in order to obtain their permission for Harry to attend Hogwarts, a school of witchcraft and wizardry.

At Hogwarts castle, Harry meets the headmaster, Professor Dumbledore, who is also the unofficial chief of the “good wizards” in the world. The wizard world coexists with the world of the Muggles (the ordinary people who are not wizards), but it is so enchanted that ordinary humans are blinded to its existence.

Truly satanic! 
The only teaching Harry gets at school is making magic potions, tricks of magic. They say good magic can be used for good, even though supernatural powers belong only to God.
In the book, Harry never prays. The only religious character is a fat little monk. He is one of the phantoms at the college in the story. The only time they mention a church is in the 4th volume in the scene of satanic sacrifice. Book after book becomes more and more immoral. From volume to volume, the adventurers of Potter become more and more terrifying and bloody.

Chapter 32 of the 4th volume is the most terrible of all. In that chapter, there is a black wizard who kills a schoolmate of Harry Potter under his own eyes in the cemetery. Then during a satanic ritual, he raises from the dead Lord Voldemort, the one who killed the parents of Harry.

To do so, he throws into a big container of boiling water a kind of monstrous child, and they add the bones of dead corpuses taken from graves, with some of the blood of Harry Potter, all the while pronouncing formulas that recall in a blasphemous way the words of the Eucharistic consecration. It only makes one wonder what will come out in the next book! 
Each book of this series corresponds to a school year in the life of Harry Potter. So far, four books have been written, and there are three more to go.
To keep children obsessed with Potter 
The first book of the series has approximately 300 pages, but the fourth book, Harry and the Goblet of Fire, has approximately 650 pages. It is impossible for a ten-year-old child to read it in a few weeks or even in a few months; it could take the whole year. But this is done on purpose to keep the minds of the children obsessed with Potter so they will think about him continuously.
Some will say that the Harry Potter is only a story, a fairly tale, and that it is harmless for children to read it. But if you study it deeper, you will see that it makes the occult look trivial, and that it is a sneaky way of promoting the occult among children. Children know full well that the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level, they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding.
Contrary to the Bible and the Church 
Harry learns how to throw magic spells. According to the book, there is no difference between black and white magic; all magic is good as long as you do it for good things. But the Bible and the Church do not agree.

In the Catechism of the Catholic Church, sections 2116-2117, it states the following: “All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons... Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.
“All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to fame occult powers, so as to place them at one's service and have a supernatural power over others, are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. Wearing charms is also reprehensible. Spiritism often implies divination or magical practices; the Church for her part warns the faithful against it.”
The Potter series repeatedly portray in a positive light the very activities that are condemned in both the Old and New Testaments in the strongest possible terms. In Deuteronomy 18:9-12 is a passage in which enchanting divination, charms, consulting with familiar spirits, or a wizard or a necromancer, are described as an “abomination” in the eyes of God, and must be driven out. Numerous other passages forbidding the practice of witchcraft and wizardry, or consultation with mediums or diviners, can be found in Leviticus 19:31, 20:6, 27; Isaiah 8:19, 19:3; Galatians 5:19-21; and in Revelation 21:8, just to mention a few.
Plainly diabolical! 
Rome has even spoken out against the Potter books. In early December of 2001, the Diocese of Rome's official exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, warned parents against the Harry Potter book series. The priest, who is also the president of the International Association of Exorcists, said Satan is behind the works.
In an interview with the Italian INSA news agency, Father Amorth said, “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of darkness, the devil.” The exorcist, with his decades of experience in directly combating evil, explained that J.K. Rowling's books contain innumerable positive references to magic, “the satanic art”. He noted that the books attempt to make a false distinction between black and white magic, when in fact, the distinction “does not exist, because magic is always a turn to the devil.”
In another interview, which was published in papers across Europe, Father Amorth denounced the disordered morality presented in Rowling's works, noting that they suggest that rules can be contravened, and that lying is justified when they work to one's benefit.

The Potter series might look innocent enough! And yet, never has the occult come in such a desirable form, and never has it come in such a massive fashion. It does not take an expert to see that Potter casts spells, that he employs witchcraft, and that the books about him contain the names of actual demons. Witchcraft is presented as being exciting and powerful. Witches are portrayed as friendly, positive, supportive, and good. One former witch — now a pastor — described the Potter series as “witchcraft manuals” written at a surprising level of sophistication.
To orient our youth in the direction of the occult, and to expose them to such forces in the name of fun, is very dangerous. Already, the Pagan Federation in England receives an average of 100 inquiries a month from young people who want to become witches — an unprecedented phenomenon which is attributed in part to the Potter books.
Parents: Wake up! 
Rowling’s stories create the impression that some of us could learn to handle occult powers and wield them for good. This is a grave error, for our intentions, however noble, cannot transform an objective evil into a good.

No Christian family should allow their children to read the Potter books. Parents must be warned that exposing their children to the enchanting world of Harry Potter is playing with a fire from hell. A set of books which glamorizes and normalizes occult activity is as deadly to the soul as sexual sin, if not more so! Children must be taught that the practice of magic is a major offense against God, something that is very serious in nature. 
Parents need to pray daily for the spiritual protection of their families. They need to ask God for the extraordinary gifts of wisdom and discernment. They must know what their children are reading, and they should encourage their children to model after the saints whom we know are now in Heaven. For what is our life on earth all about but to work our way to the Kingdom of Heaven. Meditating on witchcraft and the occult will just not bring one on the right road!

Parents, take on your responsibilities of protecting the souls of your children, and make known to those around you the evils presented in the Potter series. Remember: All that is needed for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing!
Melvin Sickler is a remarkable apostle. He does the door-to-door Rosary Crusade all over Canada and the United States to solicit subscriptions to Michael, and hold meetings.
Harry Potter
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/AboutCANA_FAQs2.html EXTRACT
By Marcia Montenegro
Q. There is nothing wrong with breaking rules and lying in the Harry Potter books because Harry is fighting evil. After all, many people lied during the Holocaust to save Jews who were being sent to the death camps. 

Harry usually lies for his own pleasure (going to Hogsmeade) or to get out of trouble. He even lies to his friends Lupin and Hermione. He also cheats on the Triwizard Tournament. None of these lies are justified. Harry rarely is punished or suffers for his wrongdoing. For Harry and his friends, the ends justify the means. See the Harry Potter articles on this site where this is documented from the books. 

Q. Why is it so wrong for Harry Potter to lie or disobey? After all, everyone has done this! 
Yes, everyone has done this. 
But lying or doing something wrong, then regretting it or suffering the consequences for it is one thing, while lying or doing something wrong and getting away with it, or not regretting it, or not suffering the consequences, is a totally different thing. To have a hero in a children's book who lies and does not deal with the consequences is a dangerous teaching for children. In fact, in the Harry Potter books, Harry is sometimes rewarded for lying, cheating, and disobedience. Sure, kids will love this? They don't want rules and would love to get away with wrongdoing with no punishment. Children might eat ice cream for supper, stay up all night, or wander the streets if not restrained. Does that make it okay? Having a boy who gets rewarded for doing something forbidden and dangerous as an example only encourages the idea that it's okay to get away with doing wrong. 

Q. If you are concerned about Harry Potter, then what about Cinderella, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, and other fairy tales? 

None of these fairy tales, as told in today's popular versions, endorse the study and practice of the occult. None of them depict heroes or heroines who consistently lie, act in mean-spirited ways, or seek revenge. None of them depict the central character studying occult arts. 

Q. How are Tolkien and Lewis different from Harry Potter? 

This answer cannot address all the differences, but will address some of the main ones involving the occult. The characters in Tolkien who have powers have them inherently; that is, they don't learn them through occult study or methods. Also, these characters, such as Gandalf, are not human but are part of angelic type beings created by Tolkien. The use of these powers is not a central focus in either Tolkien or Lewis, and their central characters do not practice the occult. I see no parallels between the references to Gandalf's powers and to the active and ongoing study of real occult practices present in Harry Potter. Harry is learning divination - including astrology, arithmancy (a type of numerology), spell casting, and potions. These things are not fictional nor are they fantasy; they exist today and information on how to learn and practice them is easy to find. Furthermore, there is a moral center in both Tolkien and Lewis that is lacking in Harry Potter. In Tolkien, in fact, one of the themes is the corruption of power as seen in the contact Bilbo and Frodo have with the Ring. Their desire to use the Ring's power pulls them toward evil, and the Ring corrupts character; therefore, the central characters develop integrity and character in resisting the temptation of the Ring. In Harry Potter, we see Harry increasing his power through knowledge of spells and magick in order to fight Voldemort. In Tolkien, the heroes must resist the use of power; in Harry Potter, it is sought after and admired. Additionally, in HP, the power is tied into actual occultic practices, and the source of power for both Harry and Voldemort is the same. 

It is my view, as a former Literature major and as one who has read and written stories and poems since quite a young age, that the literary quality of both Tolkien and Lewis far surpass Rowling. In fact, the differences are so great, I find it difficult to even compare them. 

For a more detailed look at a comparison between Harry Potter, C. S. Lewis' Narnia series, and Tolkien's books, see Harry Potter, Narnia, and The Lord of the Rings: What You Need to Know About Fantasy Books, Movies and Games by Richard Abanes, available from Amazon, Christian Book Distributors and other book outlets. 

Harry Potter, Sorcery and Fantasy http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterSorceryAndFantasy.html 
By Marcia Montenegro, June 2000
Harry Potter is a character in a series of books written by J. K. Rowling about a young boy who discovers he is really a wizard, in other words, a sorcerer. Four books have come out in the Harry Potter series, with 3.8 million copies of the fourth book being released in the U.S. on July 8, 2000. Worldwide, 35 million copies of the first three books are in print, with about half of total sales in the U.S. ("USA Today," 6-22-00, p. D-1). The first book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, was released in England as Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. The "Philosopher's Stone" is part of the lore of alchemy and medieval sorcery, and was supposedly a stone which could be used to turn base metal to gold, and was the Holy Grail of sorcery (Bill Whitcomb, The Magician's Companion, St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1994, pp. 351, 485, 527). 

Rowling has been hailed as a clever, imaginative writer whose books have enticed children into reading again. This is no doubt true. However clever or imaginative the stories are, they do center on a character who is learning the arts of sorcery and witchcraft. One defense, or minimization of the sorcery in the Harry Potter books, is that the stories are just a normal part of a child's fantasy world. Tolkien and C. S. Lewis are often brought up as examples. But are Tolkien and Lewis the standard for discernment? Even so, Lewis did not endorse the occult. And if Tolkien did, does that make it okay? (When I was an astrologer, my witch clients and friends loved Tolkien, by the way). Yes, Lewis and Tolkien wrote fantasy novels that included magical elements, but the question for Christians should be, is the fantasy (in any story) centered on the occult, and what does God say about the occult? 

It is pointed out that Harry Potter represents good fighting evil, and therefore, in the context of fantasy, this is okay. These views, however, raise several questions: Is the sorcery and magic in Harry Potter just fantasy? If not, are fantasy stories using occultism as a model healthy reading? Is it Biblical to accept the use of "good" magical power if it is used to fight evil? Is there such a thing as "good" sorcery? Any popular children's book set in an occult environment offering a hero who practices the occult arts warrants careful examination and a Biblical response. Occult sources are used for this article to make the point that occultism is real and is part of a serious practice, philosophy and spirituality that is opposed to historic, Biblical Christianity. 
Note to anyone practicing Wicca/witchcraft and/or sorcery who may read this article: 

This article is not an attack on you as a person; it is an analysis of the practice of occultism as seen in the light of God's word. I myself was a professional astrologer for several years and involved in various forms of the occult. It is my genuine desire that you read this article and realize that while God condemns the occult, He has reached out to you in love and grace in offering you forgiveness and eternal life through faith in Christ. As you know, not all Wiccans, occultists, ritual magicians, etc., agree on occult concepts and definitions, so it is unlikely that everyone will agree with how I have presented occult views, although I have quoted from occult sources. 

Sorcery and witchcraft are real

Although Harry Potter attends the Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, what is really being described in the book is sorcery. Sorcery and witchcraft in some cultures is the same thing. According to one source, "European witchcraft grew out of sorcery, the casting of spells and divination," (Rosemary Guiley, Encyclopedia of Witches and Witchcraft, New York: Checkmark Books/Facts on File, 1999, p.315). Since there is no Hebrew word for witchcraft, some Bible translations will use the term "witchcraft" while others will use "sorcery." Rather than using a label, Hebrew describes the practices of what is translated by each culture as sorcery or witchcraft, such as using potions (or poison), incantations to spirits, communing with the dead, etc. Each culture and its language comes up with the label of witchcraft or sorcery according to particular cultural understanding and practices. [See Note A at end of article for further explanation]. 

Contemporary witchcraft, especially in the United States, is a form of religious Neo-paganism, and is not sorcery, which is an occult practice. Although varied in its beliefs from group to group, witchcraft and Wicca usually encompass the views of honoring nature as sacred, monism (all is one energy), polytheism (many gods), and pantheism (all is God/Goddess) or panentheism (God/Goddess is contained within the world). A well-known witch couple state that "The rationale of Wicca is a philosophical framework into which every phenomenon, from chemistry to clairvoyance, from logarithms to love, can be reasonably fitted," (Janet and Stewart Farrar, A Witches' Bible, Part 2, Custer, WA: Phoenix Publishing, 1996, p. 106). While witches and Wiccans might practice magick (occult magick is often spelled with a 'k') or cast spells, they would more likely consider it "white magick" and not sorcery. [See the CANA document on Witchcraft and Wicca for further information]. 

Those who practice sorcery may adopt some pagan beliefs, but do not usually identify with witchcraft. Contemporary sorcery is based on a belief of accessing and manipulating energy through various methods. There are those who practice ritual magick, an involved form of sorcery based on teachings going back to ancient societies. Some equate ritual magic with 'High Magic,' described in one book as teaching "how to reach one's personal genius, the Guardian Angel who watches over each individual life and who is waiting faithfully and patiently to make man's every wish come true," (Migene Gonzalez-Wippler, The Complete Book of Spells, Ceremonies and Magic, St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1996, second edition, p 64). Many ritual magicians may also use some of the writings and philosophy of infamous magician Aleister Crowley, who died in 1947. (By the way, Crowley was not a Satanist, although some Satanists use him as a model and adopt his Thelemic Law, "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law," allegedly given to Crowley by his Guardian Angel/spirit guide, Aiwass, [Guiley, 71-72]). 

Magic is "the art of changing consciousness and physical reality according to will," and sorcery is "the manipulation of natural forces and powers to achieve a desired objective,"(Guiley, 212, 314). Another definition of sorcery is offered by Lewis Spence as using "supposed supernatural power by the agency of evil spirits called forth by spells by a witch or black magician (An Encyclopedia of Occultism, Citadel Press/Carol Publishing, 1996, p. 373). Here is a definition by a magician: "Magic is a collection of techniques, dating back 70,000 years, aimed at manipulating the human imagination in order to produce physical, psychological, or spiritual results," (J. H. Brennan, Magick for Beginners, The Power to Change Your World, St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1999, p. 44). This latter book, by the way, was given to me by a 14-year-old teenager attending a Christian youth group. 

Highly respected (by occultists) ritual magician Donald Tyson states in his booklet, The Truth About Ritual Magick, (Llewellyn, 1994): " Ritual is a mechanism for changing all four levels of being: physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual" and "Through magic a channel of awareness can be opened between the spirit or Higher Self, and the ego or ordinary self allowing the Higher Self, which always knows who it is and what it wants to do, to direct and shape the ego, thereby restoring a balance to the emotions and improving health," (p. 20). We see that sorcery/magic is not just a practice, but has a spiritual context. A 16-year-old boy raised in a Christian home once quoted Tyson to me when discussing his "dabbling" in the occult. 

An unnumbered page in the front of Tyson's booklet tells us that Tyson "devotes his life to the attainment of a complete gnosis of the art of magic in theory and practice. His purpose is to formulate an accessible system of personal training composed of East and West, past and present, that will help the individual discover the reason for one's existence and a way to fulfill it." Gnosis means knowledge, and usually implies an esoteric knowledge through which one gains spiritual wisdom. Gnosticism, the term for a religion which was one of the primary enemies of the early church, came from this word. 

Crowley's definition of magick: "Magick is the Science and Art of causing Change to occur in conformity with Will," (as quoted in Whitcomb, 5). Whitcomb himself describes magic as "a way of creating the world," and "a pragmatic approach to changing the human psyche and, through it, the surrounding world," (6, 7). Sorcerers take their practice very seriously; it is no fantasy, but a very real part of the occult arts. [See Note B at end of article for further information]. 

Some of what is taught at Hogwarts could be part of either sorcery or contemporary witchcraft, or both: studying the movement of the planets, the history of magic, herbology, potions, spells, and charms. 
Although it is valid to clarify witchcraft vs. sorcery, whether Harry Potter is called a witch, wizard, or sorcerer is irrelevant when looking at the content of these books to determine if they are appropriate for young people. Sorcery is nothing less than the attempt to replace God, since it is one's will that is primary in practicing sorcery. What must be examined are the ideas and teachings contained in the book. This essay is based on the first book, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, which has more than ample material to discuss. [All quotes from the first Scholastics trade paperback printing, September 1999]. 
The philosopher's stone and alchemy

Central to the plot, and part of the title, is the sorcerer's stone, in actuality "the philosopher's stone," (title changed for books in the U.S. and France). The philosopher's stone is connected to alchemy, an occult practice that combined the exploration of minerals with Gnostic practices of sorcery seeking to turn base metal into gold, and through that, attain an inner spiritual transformation. 

Alchemy is defined by one occultist as "the process of the transmutation and purification... of the soul via the discipline of purifying and combining physical materials and chemicals which are symbolic of spiritual transformations," and the Philosopher's Stone was a "metaphor for the illuminated mind," and the "First Substance from which all other metals derived," (Whitcomb, 485, 527). 

Further descriptions of alchemy reveal its metaphysical nature: "High magic and alchemy are twin branches of the magical system known as Hermetism...," and "There is an intrinsic link between alchemy and the Kabbalah....Like alchemy, the Kabbalah sees three planes in nature -- the mental, the astral, and the material [...] Thus, the alchemist, a Hermetic magician, bases his physical and spiritual work on the Kabbalah, particularly the Tarot.." (Gonzalez-Wippler, pp. 61 and 63) The Kabbalah is too complex to describe here; suffice it to say that it is an occultic Gnostic perversion of Judaism which "is a complete system of symbolism, angelology, demonology, and magic" (W. B. Crow, A Fascinating History of Witchcraft, Magic, and Occultism, Hollywood: Wilshire Book Company, 1968, p. 82). The Tarot is a set of cards used for divination. 

Rowling refers to Nicolas Flamel in the first Harry Potter book (103, 219) as the partner in alchemy of Albus Dumbledore, the headmaster of Hogwarts. Harry and his friends search through the library, looking for Flamel's name to see who he is (197-8) and finally read about him as the "only known maker of the Sorcerer's Stone" which can turn metal into gold and gives immortality through producing the "Elixir of Life," (219, 220). In Harry Potter, Flamel has achieved immortality because he is 665 years old (220). 

According to Jacques Sadoul in Alchemists and Gold (G. P. Putnams' Sons: New York; 1970), Flamel was a "Fourteenth century French adept and Public Scrivener," (p. 243) and a key figure in the story of alchemy. An "adept" is a master of esoteric knowledge, including occultism. Flamel is also mentioned several times in the well-known Witchcraft, Magic and Alchemy, (Grillot de Givry, Dover publications, 1971, pp. 216, 349, 352, 360, 367, 378, 384) and in a book by the editors of GNOSIS Magazine (Richard Smoley and Jay Kinney, Hidden Wisdom, A Guide to the Western Inner Traditions, New York: Penguin/Arkana, 1999, p. 184). 

Rowling's book mentions Flamel's wife as "Perenelle," and that Flamel and his wife are over six hundred years old due to Flamel's success with the Philosopher's Stone and discovery of the Elixir of Life, rendering him immortal (220). In Spence's Encyclopedia of Occultism, Flamel's wife is rendered as Petronella (there are probably several variations of this name). Spence states that Flamel first studied astrology before coming across a book with instructions and pictures of serpents which purported to be an occult book by an alchemist and magician named Abraham, circa 1400 (1-2); this led Flamel to further studies, finally achieving the ability to turn mercury into gold and the discovery of the elixir of life (162), just as it is stated in Rowling's book. Flamel gained a reputation as a magician and "his followers believed that he was still alive though retired from the world, and would live for six centuries," (162). Spence's book devotes over three pages to alchemy (9-12). If Flamel was a partner with Dumbledore, the fictional headmaster of Hogwarts, then that naturally makes Dumbledore a practitioner of occultism. Dumbledore is fictional, but Flamel and alchemy are part of the history of occult practices. 

Sadoul quotes someone named Claude d'Yge at the beginning of his book, who cautions against seeing alchemy as entirely mundane or entirely spiritual, and urges instead to see that "Alchemy is but a symbol used to reveal by analogy the process of achieving ‘Spiritual Realisation' -- in a word, that man is at once the prime matter and the author of the Work -- let them pursue it with all their might." The "Work" refers to the "Great Work" of alchemy. Even more pointed is this description: "In essence, alchemy has to do with the liberation and transformation of consciousness. But it is a transformation of a very specific kind. One might say that the gold of the alchemists is the body of resurrection," which is a "divinization" and immortality of self (Smoley and Kinney, 192). Alchemy seeks to make man a god, one who can create and transform by his will, secret knowledge, and magical access to forces. 

Sorcery is not a matter of mechanical actions or pretense at power, but is based on underlying occult principles and spirituality. As Rowling plainly tells us, "There was a lot more to magic, as Harry quickly found out, than waving your wand and saying a few funny words," (133). Indeed, as any book on sorcery will bear out, this is true! 

Muggles 

Non-witches, called "Muggles," are usually portrayed in this book quite negatively. The family that adopted Harry after his parents died -- his mother's sister and her husband, are painted in the worst possible way. Their admittedly bad character and opposition to witchcraft (which they see as "weird") are combined, so that one is left with the impression that opposition to witchcraft and the occult is silly, narrow-minded, cruel and the result of stupidity and ignorance (pp. 1-8, 36, 40, 53, 59). 
One sees this portrayal of Muggles even more clearly in foreign translations of the books. In Italian, Muggles is translated as "Babbani" which sounds like "babbioni," meaning idiots, and the Dutch word is "Dreuzel" sounding like "dreutel," slang for a clumsy person ("The Magic Words: Potter Is a Hit in 33 Languages," John Kelly, The Washington Post, "KidsPost," 7-7-00, p. C-13) 

Naturally, part of this is a plot device so that Harry can finally escape a painful environment, and many children may identify with this. However, what is Harry escaping to? The Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry! In fact, many troubled teens do "escape" to the world of the occult which seems to offer empowerment, meaning, and a sense of belonging. Are not these what Harry is seeking at Hogwarts? Is a model based on the occult a safe place of escape? 

Ghosts

Ghosts populate the first book. Each of the four houses at the Hogwarts school has a resident ghost. Also, Harry sees his dead parents in a special mirror and communicates with them (208-209, 210, 212). The mirror is explained by Dumbledore as something which "shows us nothing more or less than the deepest, most desperate desire of our hearts" (213) which leaves the question open as to whether Harry really saw his deceased parents. 

Nevertheless, how will young children interpret this? It is most likely that a child will take this literally, and believe Harry could see his parents, especially since the parents respond. God forbids spirit contact and contact with the dead (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6; Deuteronomy 18: 10-11; Isaiah 8:19); we are told that the dead have departed to either be with Christ or be in a place of suffering and cannot be contacted (Luke 16: 19-31; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:21-23). (The mirror is later also used for divination). 

In our culture, we have mistakenly accepted fictional "friendly" or humorous ghosts (think of Casper the Friendly Ghost). This has desensitized us to God's commands against spirit contact and communication with the dead (Deuteronomy 18: 10-11; Is. 8:19), so that we substitute fiction for truth or downplay the idea of belief in ghosts. Children are often confused about ghosts and whether real people hang around after they die. According to the Bible, this cannot happen, and it is wrong to contact the dead, yet this book promotes the view that it is possible and a good thing. 

Astrology

In the forbidden forest, Harry and others meet up with some centaurs (mythical half-man, half-horse creatures) whom Hagrid calls "stargazers," (254). Apparently, the centaurs seek guidance in astrology (257, 259). As one says, "…we are sworn not to set ourselves against the heavens. Have we not read what is to come in the movements of the planets?" and "Centaurs are concerned with what has been foretold," apparently by the studying of the planets (257). 

Although Harry's friend, Hermione, later repeats a critical remark about astrology (which she heard from a professor and which she says to comfort Harry) as an "imprecise branch of magic," (260), it is still considered an occult art and Hermione is not saying that astrology is to be avoided. 

In contrast, God condemns astrology (Isaiah 47:13-15; Jeremiah 10:2; Amos 5:26-27; Acts 7:42-43) and all forms of divination (Deuteronomy 18:10-12; 2 Kings 17:17; Acts 16:16) (astrology is divination). 
Divination, spells and occult worldviews

This book is full of references to and sometimes outright use of divination tools, spells, and occult views. 

Harry gets a glimpse of his dead parents in the Mirror of Erised ('desire' spelled backward), and the mirror is used later by Quirrell and Harry to locate the philosopher's stone (289-92). When Harry looks in the mirror to get a vision that will give him the stone's location, he supernaturally gets the stone in his pocket (292). Mirrors, still bodies of water, crystals and other reflective surfaces are used as divination tools in the occult, a method called scrying or crystallomancy (de Givry, 305-08; Farrar, 201, 326; Guiley, pp. 307-08; Spence, 111-12). The object favored by witches was a magic mirror in which they would see visions or receive mental images after staring into the mirror (Guiley, 398). There is a long history of mirrors used in the occult, including tales that witches taught Pythagoras how to divine (fortune-tell) by "holding a magic mirror up to the moon," and magicians who stared into mirrors until they went into a light trance and "saw visions that answered the questions that were put to them." (Guiley, 229) Scrying in A Witches Bible is "any form of divination which involves gazing at or into something (crystal ball, black mirror, pool of ink, etc.) to induce psychically perceived visual images," (326). Divination, the practice of obtaining unknown information through supernatural, esoteric means, occult tools, or through reading hidden meanings, is strictly forbidden by God (Deuteronomy 18:10-11; Acts 16:16). Harry does use the mirror as a form of divination to locate the stone and he seems to know the occult principle of gazing into the mirror because he tries to stop Quirrell from "giving his whole attention" to it (290). 

Subjective feelings and intuition have priority in the New Age and the occult. Making a decision is often based on feeling "right" about something. When Harry is buying a wand, many wands pass through his hands until he finally gets the "right" one which causes him to feel "a sudden warmth in his fingers," (85). In fact, it is not Harry who chooses his wand, but "it's really the wand that chooses the wizard," (82). This is a very occult view of how things work in the world -- a view of magical correspondence at work between people and objects. It is almost a form of animism, the belief that objects contain intelligent forces or spirits. 

Wands, which were also known as divining rods, are well-known in occult arts, and are used for purifying, divination, focusing energy in a spell, finding water or treasure, and invoking spirits [including the devil in black magick], (de Givry, 106-108, 311-320). In contemporary witchcraft, a wand is a magical working tool and is "the instrument of invocation of spirits," (Guiley, 380). 
The Farrars quote another book that a wand is used "'to call up and control certain angels and genii'" and is often marked with occult symbols (257-58)['genii' were believed to be inferior deities attached to each mortal, {Spence, 239}].One book depicts a photograph of the aforementioned Aleister Crowley, a "magic wand" in his right hand, (Gonzalez-Wippler, 287). Occultists often believe that Moses was a magician who triumphed over the Egyptians and the Red Sea through sorcery with his staff (de Givry, 311; Guiley, 380). However, the Bible tells us that it was God who performed these miracles, using Moses (Exodus 4, 6-11, 14:21). 

Before Harry learns he is a wizard (witch, sorcerer), he visits the zoo and discovers he is able to communicate with one of its residents. Which animal would that be -- a noble lion, a mischievous monkey, a swift gazelle? No, it's a snake, a boa constrictor. Harry's actions allow the snake to magically escape after there has been a silent communication between the two (pp. 27-28). It is interesting that it is the snake with whom Harry discovers his magical ability to communicate with animals since snakes have a special place in the occult, usually as symbols for wisdom, enlightenment, fertility, or feminine power (Jack Tresidder, Dictionary of Symbols, San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1998, 184-87). "The snake was above all a magico-religious symbol of primeval life force, sometimes an image of the creator divinity itself," (Tresidder, 184). It is not suggested here that the author intends these associations, but it is a point of interest considering that Harry is a natural sorcerer. 

Owls are used as messenger birds for the students at Hogwarts. Rosemary Guiley notes that in the Middle Ages, "demons in the forms of owls attended witches, accompanying them on their broomstick flights and running errands of evil for them," (251). (Of course, witches never rode broomsticks; this is part of folklore. Nevertheless, it is interesting that owls were messengers for witches in this folklore and show up in the Harry Potter book also as messengers). 

A "sorting hat" is placed on the children's heads in deciding which of the four houses at the school each child should join. The hat decides this and apparently can read minds (121). Of course, no hat or object can do these things, but the practices are real. The attempt to read minds, telepathy, is a psychic art and is taught in psychic development and other occult classes. Of course, only God is omniscient and knows the minds and hearts of men (Job 38:4, Psalms 44:21, Luke. 11:17, Luke. 16:15). 

Spells are taught at Hogwarts and are used throughout the book, even when Harry's friends use a "body-bind" spell on their friend, (273). Interestingly, there is a spell for binding in A Witches' Bible (141). Interest in spells is promoted as a healthy thing when the children are on the train to Hogwarts and Ron is asked to perform a spell. When he can't do it, Hermione brags that she's already practiced spells by doing "a few simple spells" and that they worked (105). Books with spells are easy to find at any bookstore, and even easier on the Internet. They have been seen in magazines for teenage girls. Witches and others do spells today; this is not a charming fantasy (pun intended). Silver Ravenwolf, a witch, has written several books aimed at teens, including 1998's Teen Witch, which sold so well that bookstores could hardly keep it on the shelves. Teen Witch and other similar books are full of instructions for casting spells. Whether these spells work or not is beside the point; casting spells and sorcery are occultism and clearly forbidden by God (Deuteronomy 18: 10-11; 2 Kings 17:17, 20:6; Isaiah 47: 10-15; Malachi 3:5; Acts 8:11, 13:6; Revelation 18:23, 21:8). 

The dark side

References are made to the villain, Voldemort (the last part of this name, 'mort,' is French for 'death'), and others as having gone over to the "dark side," (54, 110). The implication is that people are not inherently bad, but either basically good or morally neutral, and can go either way (55). This view, based in the idea of polarity, ultimately downplays evil itself and the idea of absolute good and evil. Morality with no absolutes is no morality at all because it changes according to experience, culture, definition, or historical context. 

It is similar to the Taoist yin-yang philosophy, which is based on the belief that opposites in the world are equal forces which are perceived as opposite but are actually part of the whole, and are in a constant state of fluctuation, merging into each other. That is why there is a white dot on the black side and vice-versa. This view has been popularized in the "the Force" of the Star Wars movies, in which one can go over to the "dark side." [See CANA article on Yin-Yang]. 

The idea of polarity is essential in occult philosophies and denies a conflict between good and evil. The Farrars say it well: "The Theory of Polarity maintains that all activity, all manifestation, arises from (and is inconceivable without) the interaction of pairs and complementary opposites...and that this polarity is not a conflict between 'good' and 'evil', but a creative tension like that between the positive and negative terminals of an electric battery. Good and evil only arise with the constructive or destructive application of the polarity's output..." (107). They further state that monotheist religions are trapped in the belief that good vs. evil are a polarity, and that when evil is vanquished, only good remains. The Farrars claim that "Under the unchallenged rule of a non-polarized Creator, nothing can happen," (111). In other words, a world without this polarity cannot exist or is bland if it does; good cannot exist without evil. Of course, "a non-polarized Creator" is exactly the one true living God and He is absolutely good: "And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all," (1 John 1:5). 

Rather than God's views that all of us having a fallen, sinful nature which is only redeemed through faith in a crucified and risen Christ (John 3:18-20; Romans 3:23-25; Colossians 1:13-14), we have a "dark side" and by choice can be good, totally avoiding the "dark side." Prof. Quirrell, who serves the villain, cannot touch Harry because Harry has been so deeply loved by his mother; human love can ward off evil (295, 299). There is no need for redemption in this worldview. Good and evil are two sides of the same coin, both part of a greater oneness and of each other, so there is no absolute good or evil. Even the villain, Voldemort, who is supposed to be evil, is "not...truly alive [so] he cannot be killed," (298). In the absence of absolute good and evil, who needs redemption? In the absence of absolute good and evil, at what point does one go over to the "dark side" and who draws the line? The occult, and the book, have no answer for this. 

White magick, black magick

A popular claim made by witches today is that they are "white" witches or that they practice "white" magic and use their powers for good. This idea is central in this Harry Potter book, since Harry is learning how to use sorcery in a "good" way. Spells are sometimes used on Muggles (251). Characters in the book use sorcery to fight "dark" or black magic (190-91, 217, 227) and there is even a course at Hogwarts teaching students how to protect themselves against "the dark forces," (67, 134) all the while they are studying the very stuff of sorcery -- charms, potions, spells, etc. But God condemns all sorcery (see previous passages cited), so there is no such thing as "white" or "dark" magick; it all comes from the same place. The only people who make these distinctions are occultists. Remember, Harry is not learning magic tricks; he is learning magick. 

It is interesting to note what happens at the end of the book, however, after the school has warned the students "not to use magic over the holidays," (307). Harry, in defiance and rebellion, not only purports to use magic, but to use it to get back at his hated cousin, Dudley: "They don't know we're not allowed to use magic at home. I'm going to have a lot of fun with Dudley this summer..." (309). This is the closing sentence of the book. 

In light of God's word, how should we view a book where the hero is learning sorcery and which teaches the very principle of "white" magick and witchcraft? If a Christian thinks it is okay for Harry to do "white" magick, then can he/she tell a witch in all sincerity that "white" witchcraft is wrong? To accept Harry Potter as a fun hero for children may make it seem hypocritical for you to criticize contemporary witchcraft, Wicca, and white magick. 

The occult and death

The course on Transfiguration is said to be "complex and dangerous" by the teacher (134); Dumbledore tells Harry that men "have wasted away" before the Mirror of Erised or "been driven mad" by it (213); Prof. Snape talks about how his brews are "bewitching" to the mind and "ensnaring" to the senses" (137); and there are books in the Hogwarts library which contain "powerful Dark Magic," (198). In a New York Times article (7-10-00, B-1), the reporter writes about Rowling: "She intimated that as the series progresses the mood may darken. The death of one character in the fourth book, she said, is 'the beginning of the deaths'." 

But the best hurrah for death comes near the end, when Harry Potter learns that Nicolas Flamel and his wife will die after the Sorcerer's Stone has been destroyed. Harry is sad; but an amazing statement is made by Dumbledore: "After all, to the well-organized mind, death is but the next great adventure," (297). This is repeated later by Harry to his friends, Ron and Hermione (302). 

The occult is always connected to the death, whether in disguise or blatantly. Dumbledore's statement reminds me of a comic book I saw in a mall store about a beautiful girl named Death who tells the hero that "Death is a friend" and whom the hero wants to follow. In contrast, in Christianity, death is the result of sin (Romans 5), is called the "last enemy" (1 Corinthians 15:26) and will be done away with (Revelation 20:14). 

After his death remark, Dumbledore says that truth is a "beautiful and terrible thing, and should therefore be treated with great caution," (298). So, truth should be treated with caution but death is an adventure? 

Conclusions: Fantasy and the occult 

There are elements of fantasy and good story-telling in this book. At the same time, the whole story in set in an occult context, and with references to real occult practices and views mixed in with fantasy. The hero of the book is a wizard/witch/sorcerer whose goal is to learn how to use his powers through the occult. Much is made of the fact that the author wrote while on welfare on scraps of paper at a cafe. This makes it sound like everything is totally from her imagination; however, she did not imagine alchemy, charms, scrying, Nicolas Flamel, astrology, the Dark Side, or many other occult concepts and information. It is only reasonable to assume that Rowling did some research or has had some exposure to occult and magical practices. 

The idea of using sorcery to fight evil, or using "good" magic to fight "bad" magic, is a major component of the plot. In 1996, a movie called The Craft taught the audience that using witchcraft to fight evil is good. This movie helped to galvanize the growing Wicca/witchcraft movement and attracted a lot of teen girls to Wicca (Llewellyn's New Worlds of Mind and Spirit, September/October 1996, p. 6: "Whether you loved it or hated it, The Craft created a surge of interest in magick, the occult, and Witchcraft"). Ask any Wiccan how to defend the practice of witchcraft, and many will respond that it is okay to use one's powers "for good." How does this message differ from the Harry Potter books? Harry Potter, far from teaching against the occult, gives a rousing cheer for it. Those opposed to witchcraft or wizardry are mocked and painted as stupid. 

We are not in world where witches are crones with black robes and pointed hats or where wizards and sorcerers exist only in Disney movies. We are in a world where ordinary people seriously practice witchcraft, sorcery, spells, and other occult methods. Many witches, psychics, Neo-pagans and others involved in the occult were my clients when I practiced astrology. A June 14, 1999 article of "Publishers' Weekly Online," discusses how popular pagan books have become among younger readers. At that point, Teen Witch had sold more than 50,000 copies. Llewellyn's director of trade sales stated that his company (which publishes occult titles) started "repackaging 'classic' pagan titles with more youthful covers, and sales often jumped tenfold as a result," (Michael Kress, "Bewitching Readers With Pagan Lore, ). One of the books discussed is a book on "white witchcraft." Essential to this philosophy is to not go over to the "dark side" and practice "dark" or "black" witchcraft, exactly what is taught in Harry Potter. 

There is a difference between fantasy and the occult. Fantasy can be used in a way that totally leaves out references to the occult. But this is not what happens in this book; instead, fantasy feeds on the occult and is fueled by it. Yes, this is just a story, but stories can teach and influence. Stories can present ideas and endorse worldviews. Does this book desensitize children to the occult? What happens when they get older and encounter peers who practice magick, cast spells, and attempt spirit contact? These practices are becoming more popular, and are already widespread among adolescents. 

Harry Potter glorifies the occult. God condemns the occult. Should we take a book lightly that endorses what God has so seriously forbidden? 

If your children are already reading these books, then use the books as a tool to teach them from God's word what He says about the occult. Teach them how to share this information gently and lovingly with their friends. It is essential they be equipped to deal with the increasing acceptance of occultism in our culture. 

Notes:

(A) Biblical terms for occult practices:
Several terms are used in both the Old and New Testaments to describe practices similar to magic and sorcery. There is an Old Testament word, qacam, from which comes divination in some Bible version while in others it is translated as witchcraft. In addition, there are several Old Testament words from which one can derive sorcerer, witch, astrologer, or magician. Many of these words share origin in meaning even though the words themselves differ. For example, a word translated as astrologer might come from a root word meaning to divide up the heavens. 

Some words for witch, sorcerer, or casting spells in the OT come from a word meaning to whisper or hiss, to mutter magical words or incantations; to enchant; to practice magic, to be a sorcerer, to use witchcraft, kashaph, so the noun form, kashshaph, means an enchanter, sorcerer or magician ("Lexical Aids to the Old Testament," The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible, ed., Spiros Zodhiates, AMG Publishers, 1990, p. 1737 [lexical sources on p. 1705]). The use of this word is an onomatopeia because it is meant to sound like the hiss or whisper of one doing spells. In the New Testament, sorcerers is used in Revelation 21:8 and 22:15 while sorceries is used in Revelation 9:21 and 22:15. The words used here (Strong's #5332 and 5331) are pharmakeus meaning a druggist or poisoner and by extension, a magician or sorcerer (Strong's, "Greek Dictionary of the New Testament," 95). In Gal. 5:20, this same word is translated as witchcraft in the King James Version.  There is a tremendous crossover and overlap in the translation from the Hebrew and Greek into English due to the fact that all these practices relate to occult arts. Giving the English translation for these words depends a lot on context and what the particular practice of the occultist was, which could have included many things. What is being done seems more important than an exact term for it. The most common English translations seem to be witch, sorcerer, spiritist, magician, soothsayer, and divination. 
(B) Brief overview of magic/sorcery: 
Magic as a ritual or technique to supernaturally manipulate forces goes back as far as early man and is found in cave paintings. Magic is common in Greek mythology, Homer, Canaanite religious literature, Akkadian myths, and Egyptian religion and myths (Colin Brown, ed. and trans., The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, vol. 2 {Grand Rapids: Zondervan and Paternoster, 1976}, 552-4). Magic is found in Egyptian papyri dating from the 3rd and 4th centuries AD; and in Greece magic was a combination of Greek and Egyptian influences. This included belief in creatures half-man, half-animal and in the magic power of words. Magical practices infiltrated Judaism, often using the name of God (New Int'l Dictionary, 556), although these practices were strictly forbidden in Hebrew Scripture (Deut. 18: 9-12; Lev. 19: 26, 31, 20:6; Jeremiah 27: 9-10; Malachi 3:5). 

Magic, also known as sorcery, can be defined as casting spells using a special formula of words or actions to gain control and also as a technique for manipulating supernatural forces to attain certain ends through contact with spirits and psychic realms. White magic was believed to be used for good ends; black magic for evil ends (New Int'l. Dictionary, 552, 6). A magician can be defined as one possessing occult knowledge as a diviner, or an astrologer. It is one who tries to bring about certain results beyond man's normal abilities. In Egypt and Babylon, magicians were educated and wise in science; they were priests. They were thought to possess special knowledge and so were used by rulers to interpret dreams (Zondervan, vol. 4, 38). 

The New International Dictionary lists pharmakos as a related term (though a different word) because herbs were traditionally gathered and used for spells and to invoke spirits at magical ceremonies (p. 558). Python is also listed as a related term because of its connection to the Delphi oracle. Delphi was where Apollo killed the serpent Python that guarded the oracle. Python came to mean a spirit of divination; also, a ventriloquist was believed to have this spirit in his belly. This term is used in Acts 16:16 for the girl in Philippi who had the pneuma pythona, a spirit of divination or literally, a spirit of a python (p. 558). 
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THEMES OF DARKNESS, DISOBEDIENCE, AND OCCULTISM IN BOOKS TWO, THREE AND FOUR

Introduction

The foundation showing that sorcery is an occult practice, that J. K. Rowling's character Harry Potter is learning sorcery, and that there is a difference between sorcery and contemporary witchcraft and Wicca, was laid out in my article on the first Harry Potter book, written in the spring of 2000 and posted on this website. Various pieces of evidence were given and backed up with quotes from occult sources. For example, I think I was the first one to discover that Nicolas Flamel is an historical personage who was an alchemist; I discovered this on a hunch that Flamel's name was not a name Rowling would make up. There are legends that grew up around Flamel, but he is an actual person from history. Some practices alluded to in the first book are described in occult books. In short, it was shown that Rowling did not just pull all of Harry Potter's antics from her imagination as has been alleged by the press and by many of her fans. Divination, one of the courses at Hogwarts, is an integral part of the occult. [See Note A at the end of article]. 

It is unnecessary to go over the same material again, so if you have not read the first article, Harry Potter, Sorcery, and Fantasy, it might be helpful to do so in order to put the following article in its proper perspective. This more informal article will cover topics more succinctly, mainly pointing out references in the second, third, and fourth books that are related to the following: the occult; topics of darkness and death inappropriate for children; dark, disturbing imagery; immoral actions being endorsed by the stories; or immoral or malicious actions presented without any condemnation. I discovered that themes of darkness and death, as well as blatantly accepted immorality on the part of the main characters, increased dramatically in the second, third, and fourth books. All examples cannot be covered, so only the most objectionable and blatant will be included. 

I have endeavored to support all my assertions about the books' messages with clear examples from the books. I believe that the books indict themselves on all counts. 

Sources are listed at the end. 
Book Two: The Chamber of Secrets (Scholastics paperback, 1999) 

Gruesome references and references to death 

Harry sees the Hand of Glory in a shop (52). The Hand of Glory is a reference to a real object used for occult purposes, and was a hand that was cut off from an executed criminal. In De Givry's Witchcraft, Magic, and Alchemy, he quotes a book published in 1722 (Secrets merveilleux de la magie naturelle et cabalistique du Petit Albert): "Take the right or left hand of a felon who is hanging from a gibbet beside a highway".....[gives directions for pickling and drying it out]..."Next make a kind of candle with the fat of a gibbeted felon, virgin wax, sesame, and ponie, and use the Hand of Glory as a candlestick..."(de Givry, 181). 
According to another source, the hand of glory "was used as a charm in black-magic spells...ideally severed while the corpse still swung from the gallows" and then candles made from "the murderer's fat" and the wick "made from his hair" were placed between the fingers of the hand. Burglars believe that carrying the lighted hand of glory would keep the occupants of a house asleep (Guiley, 149). The Hand of Glory is mentioned as "gruesome" by both de Givry and Spence (200) and as "grisly" by Gonzales-Wippler (317). The headless ghosts play a game of "head hockey" (136). 

The ghost, Bloody Baron, is described as "a gaunt, staring Slytherin ghost covered in silver bloodstains," (132). 

One of the most horrifying images is how sweet 11-yr-old Ginny Weasley, younger sister of Harry's best friend, Ron, is dying as Tom Riddle, who is really Lord Voldemort, feeds off of her energy by growing stronger on "a diet of her deepest fears, her darkest secrets," to the point that she was controlled enough by Voldemort to kill animals and loose the terrible Serpent of Slytherin on four children (310, 313, 323). This conjures up a frightening picture of a young child killing animals and attempting to kill people because she was somehow "taken over" by Voldemort. This imagery is way too dark for the age group this book targets. 

There are morbid references to death as in Malfoy looking forward to one of the children being killed (223), the ghost Moaning Myrtle talking about how she was pondering death before she was killed (230), and then telling Harry and his friends how she died before coming back to "haunt" someone (299). Are we perhaps to see Myrtle's death as less horrible because she was contemplating death when alive? Myrtle is not presented as a Casper-the-friendly-ghost type, but as a real child who was killed before becoming a ghost. 

References to actual occult practices 

Arithmancy (252), a type of numerology, is "divination by means of numbers" practiced by the Greeks, Platonists and Pythagoreans. It is also a part of the Kabbalah (Spence, 36). The Kabbalah (spelled variously with a k, c, or q, with one or two b's, and with or without an h at the end) is based on Gnostic stories and interpretations of Judaic writings, and contains elements of mysticism and occultism, including numerology, astrology, and sorcery. [For further information, see entry for "Kabbalah" in CANA's article on Occult Terms]. 

The "Ancient Runes" are mentioned (252). These are used for divination. Divination is a method of obtaining unknown information through interpretation of patterns, reading hidden meanings in ordinary objects or symbols, or through using contact with a discarnate entity. Forms of divination include astrology, palmistry, reading tea leaves, using a pendulum, numerology, and crystal or mirror gazing. Runes come from alphabets used by the ancient Scandinavian, Germanic, and Anglo-Saxon peoples. The term comes from runa, meaning "a whisper" or "a mystery" (Whitcomb, 229). Runes were considered "intrinsically magical" and used in sorcery (Ibid). In contemporary times, runes are carved on pieces of wood or stone and thrown down on a table or the floor for the purpose of divination. 

The use of runes has increased recently due to a growth in Norse-based pagan religions such as Asatru and Odinism. In Nazi Germany, which was enjoying a romance with Germanic Neopaganism, Heinrich Himmler, who was involved in the study of runes, used a double Sig, a runic symbol for the letter S, as the emblem for the special SS forces (Gonzalez-Wippler, 317; Tresidder, 173). Runes are easily available today as cards or stone-like objects, accompanied by a book with instructions. Most stores that sell Tarot cards, such as the large bookstore chains, also stock Rune sets. 

Rowling depicts the children at Hogwarts, scared of the strange goings-on, as arming themselves with talismans and amulets (185). Talismans are "objects that possess magical or supernatural power of their own and transmit them to the owner," (Guiley, 327) while amulets are magical objects that "protect against bad luck, illness, and evil," (Guiley, 8). Alchemists would perform incantations to summon spirits to imbue their talismans with power, and the most prized talisman was the Philosopher's Stone (Ibid, 327), called the Sorcerer's Stone in the first H. Potter book. Amulets and talismans are used today, even in popular culture. The belief that certain stones can bring healing, wealth, or happiness are an example of this. 

In this book, the mandrakes are portrayed as sentient beings with a "cry that is fatal to anyone who hears it," and are able to bring cursed people "back to their original state,"(92). Guiley states that the mandrake is "a poisonous perennial herb... reputed to have powerful magical properties...The ancient Arabs and Germans believed a mandragoras, a demon spirit resembling a little man with no beard, dwelled in the plant..." and "touching it can be fatal. If uprooted, it shrieks and sweats blood, and whoever pulls it out dies in agony." (221). De Givry notes that the mandrake was seen as having a male or female form, and superstition had it that these forms were indwelt by demons (345-6). 
Lack of Moral Structure 

Aside from the occult symbolism and usage, there is the moral problem of Harry and his friends disobeying, deceiving, lying, and acting in mean-spirited ways. Almost every adventure Harry has comes from lying or disobeying. These are some of the pages describing Harry or his friends lying or practicing deception: 32, 134, 143, 162-163 (Hermione deceives Lockhart into signing a note for Harry), 187-88, 209 (Harry lies to Dumbledore), 288 (Harry lied to two people), and 292. 

One of the first big adventures is when Harry agrees to ride with Ron Weasley in the flying car owned by their father which they have taken without his permission. The car has been given these powers by Mr. Weasley who, by doing this, is himself in violation of the law. Adults in these books often do not abide by laws either. 

If Harry or his friends regretted deception, or were punished for it, it would set a moral tone that lying and deception are wrong. But Harry and his friends often get away with their pranks, receive light consequences, or are even rewarded for their disobedience. In fact, at the end of the book, Dumbledore tells Harry and Ron, "I seem to remember telling you both that I would have to expel you if you broke any more school rules," (330). 
Then Dumbledore immediately says, "Which goes to show that the best of us must sometimes eat our words....You will both receive Special Awards for Services to the School and... two hundred points apiece for Gryffindor," (331). This final result teaches that the ends justify the means; moral behavior is set aside if certain results are achieved. 

Possible Correspondences to Alchemy (Sources: De Givry; Sadoul) 

Alchemy was an occult practice. Although some of the discoveries in alchemy led to the modern science of chemistry, the purpose of the alchemists' work was not scientific discovery, but to find the elixir of life through the discovery of the Philosopher's Stone (called the Sorcerer's Stone in the first Harry Potter book for the U.S. edition). Symbols rich in esoteric meaning, occult references to astrology and numerology, and other occult terms were the heart of alchemy. Alchemy served as a symbolic depiction of the esoteric, spiritual journey to self-divinization. According to De Givry, alchemy is understanding the mystery of creation (350). [See the CANA article on the first Harry Potter book for more information]. 

Much literature on the practice of alchemy is in French: 

Voldemort (mort is French for death). 

Gryffindor - (d'or is French for gold): Griffins are used in alchemical imagery and symbolism (mercury to gold = Gryffindor) 

N. Flamel (from the first book) – an actual alchemist from 14th/15th century France whose name was found in several occult books 

Seven metals were used for the alchemical process (corresponding to 7 planets); there will be seven books in H. Potter series. 

The Phoenix, a symbol of the alchemical process, saves Harry in book 2, and will be in the title of book 5. The song of the phoenix also comforts Harry in the fourth book as he confronts Voldemort (664). 

Book Three, The Prisoner of Azkaban (NY, NY: Scholastic Press, 1999) 

Scary, dark imagery and references to death: 

The third book is darker than the second one. References that are grisly, or refer to madness and death, are so numerous that only a few can be listed here. Perhaps the best example of this are the dementors, creatures that are never clearly described as to whether they are actual beings or are spirits or something else. 

Rowling gives us the dementors' job description: "They infest the darkest, filthiest places, they glory in decay and despair; they drain peace, hope, and happiness out of the air around them... If it can, the dementor will feed on you long enough to reduce you to something like itself...soul-less and evil," (187). Dementors feed on people's happiness, and their victims usually "go mad within weeks," (188, also 97). When Harry first sees a dementor, he sees this: "There was a hand protruding from the cloak and it was glistening, grayish, slimy-looking, and scabbed, like something dead that had decayed in water..." (83). The effect on Harry is frightening: "Harry's eyes rolled up into his head. He couldn't see. He was drowning in cold. ...He was being dragged downward, the roaring growing louder..." (83). 

Harry's reaction to the dementors grows even more terrifying: he hears the screams of his mother as she is being murdered. This is portrayed vividly when Harry, playing Quidditch, hears his mother's cries that he supposedly heard as a baby when his parents were murdered: "Not Harry, please no, take me, kill me instead - ...Not Harry! Please . . . have mercy . . . have mercy. . ." Harry tells Lupin, "I can hear Voldemort murdering my mum," (187). And later the book states, "His mother was screaming in his ears . . . She was going to be the last thing he ever heard," (384). 

Lupin, a popular professor and a champion of Harry's, turns out to be a werewolf. Lupin tells Harry that when he was younger and hung out with Harry's dad and two other friends, they turned themselves into animals to keep Lupin company; this was against the rules (354). Lupin, who was dangerous during the werewolf episode, was smuggled away where he could not harm anyone. As a professor, he takes a potion that allows him to sleep off the werewolf transformation each month. However, in the story, Lupin turns into a werewolf in front of Harry and Ron. Although Harry and Ron escaped unharmed, Lupin ends up leaving the school because he could have bitten someone, turning them into a werewolf (422, 423). 

These scenes seem too intense and too dark for the children who read these books. It is emphasized that these are just a few of the many examples of such imagery. Pages with references to death of people (some pages with more than one reference) are: 38, 40, 54, 65, 66, 73, 78, 107, 141, 159, 173, 179, 184, 187, 203, 206, 208, 213, 214, 215, 228, 239, 243, 361, 363, 354-65, 373, 384, 399. Pages 141 and 214 have three references to death each; pages 206 and 215 each have four references to death; and page 208 has six. 

References to the occult and magick 

Thought forms and Familiar Spirits: 
Harry is taught by Prof. Lupin (a name meaning "wolf-like") to conjure a Patronus, a guardian spirit, against the attack of the Dementors. This is a very vivid, rather drawn-out episode in the book (237-242) during which Harry confronts the dreaded Dementors and hears his mother's voice from the past as she was being murdered (239). Lupin tells Harry that this conjuring of the Patronus is "highly advanced magick" and that the Patronus is a sort of "a guardian" to protect Harry. When Harry does this later in the book, it turns out that Harry's Patronus is a silver stag (411). 

What Lupin seems to be teaching Harry is how to conjure what in the occult is called a "thought-form," sometimes considered a familiar spirit, especially if it takes the form of an animal. 
A thought-form is a "quasi-independent constellation of psychic elements," conjured up to "act in accordance" with the will of one who conjures it, and which is "reabsorbed" into the person's consciousness when it has done its job (Farrar, 93, 240-41, 320-21). The thought-form is considered to be an astral entity, a spirit conjured on the astral plane by someone on the earth plane (Gonzalez-Wippler, 105). The astral plane, according to some occult and New Age teachings, is a dimension beyond the material plane which can be contacted in dreams, through rituals, or visited by the astral self. The astral plane is also considered to be "the working ground of the magician," (Gonzalez-Wippler, 98). [For further information, see Marcia's Occult Terms on her site under "Astral Projection"]. 

Guiley states that a familiar may be a thought-form "created magically and empowered to carry out a certain task on the astral plane," (Guiley, 120, 317). She adds that a shaman (practitioner of the occult, usually in an indigenous culture) acquires his familiar spirits when he is initiated, and these spirits manifest in "animal, reptile or bird" forms (Guiley, 120). As Lupin tells Harry, each "Patronus" is "unique to the wizard who conjures it," (237). The shaman may send out his familiars to battle for him (Guiley, 120), just as Harry sends out the Patronus to fight the Dementors. 

Miscellaneous occult references: 

There are references to divination tools such as runes, Arithmancy (similar to numerology), palmistry, and reading tea leaves. There are instances of people practicing "enchantments," and making charms that make one feel good (164, 294). Throughout the book, there is admiration of the practice of magick; it is impossible to reference all the instances since the admiration of sorcery and the occult is at the very heart of the books, and only grows stronger with each book. 

Disobedience, Maliciousness, and Deception 

Harry disobeys fairly often with no remorse. Harry is only concerned with the consequences that might affect him, such as when he "blows up" Aunt Marge, a malicious act on his part. "She deserved it," says our little Harry. "She deserved what she got," (30). The only reason Harry worries about this is that he fears breaking a wizard law might put him in Azkaban (40). But Harry needn't worry! "I broke the law," cries Harry to Cornelius Fudge, head of the Ministry of Magic. "Oh, my dear boy, we're not going to punish you for a little thing like that!" is Fudge's reply (43). Fudge continues, "It was an accident! We don't send people to Azkaban just for blowing up their aunts!" Apparently, breaking a wizard law is okay if one is blowing up one's aunt, or if one is Harry Potter. Somewhat jealously, Harry's friend Ron says, "I'd hate to see what the Ministry'd do to me if I blew up an aunt," (36). The whole thing is glossed over because Aunt Marge has no memory of the incident, so "no harm done," (44). 

Harry is good at rationalizing his disobedience, as when he uses the forbidden Marauder's Map. "It wasn't as though he wanted to steal anything or attack anyone," writes Rowling about how Harry is thinking. 

He only wants to go to the magical village of Hogsmeade, a place he does not have permission to visit (194). Harry has no qualms at all about doing this, although it involves many acts of deception and disobedience on his part. 

Harry breaks Ministry of Magic laws by going back in time. Going back in time is described by Hermione as "breaking one of the most important wizarding laws," (398) and can result in death for those who practice it (399). The real punch in this story is not that Harry disobeys, since he does this so often it is no longer surprising, but that he does so with the aid of Dumbledore (393). Just as Fudge let Harry off for blowing up Aunt Marge with nary a reprimand, so does Dumbledore ignore the laws of his own society by helping a student to break them. 

Harry lies quite easily. He lies on the run from his attack on Aunt Marge (34), to Prof. Lupin (155), he suggests that Hermione lie (129), to Prof. Lupin again ("...Harry lied quickly," 246), to his friend Neville (276-7), and to Prof. Snape several times in a row (283-86). In fact, the text tells us about Harry that "Snape was trying to provoke him into telling the truth. He wasn't going to do it," (284). Harry takes a stand for deception! And what is the purpose of these lies? Most of them are told so that Harry can slip away, using the invisibility cloak, to Hogsmeade. 

When Harry is caught going to Hogsmeade, Lupin rebukes Harry not for disobedience and deception, but because in going to Hogsmeade, Harry risked his life (290). Although this is certainly a serious reason not to have gone, nothing is said about Harry's methods of getting there. This is what might be called pragmatic ethics --- something is only wrong if it doesn't work or if it causes harm. This is a dangerous ethic, as humans are prone to rationalize anything they would like to do, no matter how evil it may be. There is no standard presented in this book, or the others, for the simple ethics of honesty and telling the truth for their own sake. 
Conclusion 

Harry is not quite the picture of a moral hero. In fact, Prof. Snape says it best when he states: "But famous Harry Potter is a law unto himself... Famous Harry Potter goes where he wants to with no thought for the consequences." (284). If Harry had remorse, apologized, or learned a lesson from his actions, it could serve as an illustration for children that one must act ethically and morally, even when it is difficult to do so. But these books do not teach that. Added to this are the references to and endorsements of some dark practices, such as the summoning of the Patronus. 

Book Four: Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (Scholastic Press/Scholastic Inc., 2000) 

The 734-page fourth book in the series takes the reader more deeply into dark imagery and practices that are at times repulsive. In order to track immoral behavior, bizarre and grotesque images and actions, and occult references, I had to make, for all the books, various lists titled "Scary, Grotesque," "Occult," "Lying, Deception," "The Dark Side," "Cruelty," "Bad Behavior," and "Death." Often these categories overlapped, making it difficult to know where to list something. The titles of these lists, all with several page numbers itemized beneath them, should indicate a major problem with these books as children's books, or even as books for young teens. 

Please keep in mind that I am only providing a few examples of the total picture presented in the book. 

The Grotesque, the Cruel, and Death 

The book starts with a very scary scene, the scene of a murder, and continues in this vein, describing the gruesome murder of Frank Bryce as psychically seen by Harry in a dream. So a psychic vision or dream is combined along with a murder scene. 

At the World Cup game, several wizards "play" with Muggles (non-wizards) by throwing them in the air, the Muggles "being contorted into grotesque shapes," (119). One such action is described in an almost obscene way: "...her nightdress fell down to reveal voluminous drawers and she struggled to cover herself up as the crowd below her screeched and hooted with glee," (120). 

Sirius describes at length how people die at Azkaban, usually of madness because they lose the will to live. "You could always tell when death was coming, because the dementors could sense it, they got excited," (329). The ghost, Moaning Myrtle, morbidly describes how someone found her body: "And then she saw my body … ooooh, she didn't forget it until her dying day, I made sure of that … followed her around and reminded her, I did," (465). 

The villain Voldemort, who has not had a body, has been possessing various bodies (he possessed the body of Prof. Quirrell in book one) until he can perform the ritual to give himself a body, which is done at the end of the book (this is discussed under the section on occult practices below). One person whose body Voldemort used apparently died when Voldemort left this person's body (654). Bertha Jorkins, killed by Voldemort, had a body weakened by Voldemort's techniques in getting information out of her, a body too weakened for Voldemort to possess, which is why he killed her (655). 

The dementors, ""sightless, soul-sucking fiends," (23) pop up often in the story. Their effect is gruesome: ". . . that was the terrible power of the dementors: to force their victims to relive the worst memories of their lives, and drown, powerless, in their own despair," (217). Harry sees a dementor "gliding" toward him, "its face hidden by its hood, its rotting, scabbed hands outstretched [. . .] sensing its way blindly toward him. Harry could hear its rattling breath..." (622-23). Not exactly the stuff for pleasant dreams! 

There are many references to death: the killing "curse" (215); Harry pictures the death of his parents "over and over again" (216); the book starts with murder and has the murder of classmate Cedric Diggory towards the end (638); Sirius talks about the murder of Muggles (527); Barty Crouch tells how he killed his father (690); and the death of previous champions competing in the Triwizard Tournament is discussed (187, 203-4, 305). In fact, Dumbledore tells Hermione, Harry, and Ron that in previous years, the death toll of Triwizard competitors rose so high, that the competition was eliminated (187). 

The most grotesque event is Voldemort's ritual for acquiring a body, which will be discussed later. 

Disobedience and Deception 

It is not surprising that a book for and about children or young people would contain acts of disobedience and deception. What is disturbing is that these acts often go unpunished or are even rewarded, when performed by Harry. What is equally disturbing is that often the adults in a position of authority go along with this, or even participate themselves. 

The Weasleys, the family of Harry's friend, Ron, send a note to Harry inviting him to attend the World Cup, and let him know they will come and get him even if the Dursleys, Harry's guardians and relatives, say no (36). 

Although using magic on Muggles is prohibited (79), it is done by adults with relish at the World Cup (77, 81, 93, 95). The Ministry of Magic, in charge of enforcing this rule, simply gives up: [ ]. . . "the Ministry seemed to have bowed to the inevitable and stopped fighting the signs of blatant magic now breaking out everywhere," (93). 

Fred and George Weasley disobey their father and gamble, betting on the outcome of the game. However, does Mr. Weasley punish them? No, instead he instructs them to hide the gambling from their mother, (117). In addition, Mr. Weasley does not want to know what their "plans" are for their winnings, since he suspects this will entail further disobedience (117). 

The Hogwarts students are taught certain curses that are supposedly not allowed to be taught (213-15). Harry and Ron wonder whether their professor and Dumbledore, the headmaster, would get in trouble with the Ministry for this. Ron says that they probably would, but "Dumbledore's always done things his way, hasn't he. . ." (220). This statement is reminiscent of Snape's statement about Harry in the third book, that Harry is a "law unto himself," (284). 

Harry is helped illegally on his tasks for the Triwizard Tournament by Hagrid (328), Cedric (431), Moaning Myrtle (497), Ron and Hermione (486-7), and Dobby (491). Both Prof. Mooday and Ludo Bagman offer to help Harry cheat, although it is discovered later that this Moody is not the real Moody, but was actually Barty Crouch, Jr., doing a Moody double. 

Harry uses the invisibility cloak to sneak out at night at Hagrid's suggestions, and so discovers what the first task will involve (323, 328). Harry lies about the second Task loudly so that a judge hears him (504); Harry lies to Prof. Snape (516 "'I don't know what you're talking about,' Harry lied coldly"), to Prof. Trelawney, when she asks if Harry had a premonition after Harry has had a psychic vision in her class (577), and to Fudge (581). Harry doesn't restrict his lying to authority figures; he includes his friends. One could call Harry an equal opportunity liar. He lies to Sirius (228), Hermione (443), and Hagrid (456). Lying to Hermione gives Harry's insides "a guilty squirm, but he ignored them," (443). 

Harry uses magic off the grounds of Hogwarts, breaking the rules (729-30). Breaking the rules comes naturally to Harry as we see when Harry takes the Marauder's Map, "which, next to the cloak, was the most useful aid to rule-breaking Harry owned," (458).Naturally, Harry gets away with these acts of disobedience (478.) 

Immoral and Objectionable Behavior 

There are references to gambling by Fred and George, and their father does not punish them for this though he objects to it (88), and he even tells them to hide it from their mother (117). 

The phrase, "to give a damn," is used on pages 62 and 470. It is totally unnecessary. Ron makes an obscene play on words in talking to Lavender: "Can I have a look at Uranus, too, Lavender?" (201) 

The Ministry of Magic did not investigate the disappearance of someone believed to be a victim of Voldemort because the person was a Muggle (601). 

Harry and the Weasley children laugh at a cruel trick perpetrated on Dudley (51, 53). Harry, Hermione, and Ron laugh when Malfoy is turned into a ferret and bounced up and down (206-7); it's made clear in the text that Malfoy is in pain (206). After cursing Malfoy, Crabbe, and Goyle into unconsciousness, Ron, Harry, and George "kicked, rolled, and pushed" them into a corridor, where they left them (730). Well, some would say, so what? Dudley, Malfoy, Crabbe, and Goyle are mean to Harry; they're the bad guys. The response: Is it okay to teach our children to seek revenge, and to be cruel to others because they are cruel to us? What about Jesus' command to forgive others and to love those who persecute us? Should Christians make exceptions for Harry, especially when our children are reading these books? What are they learning from this? 

Lying and deception, also considered immoral behavior, have their own section above this one. The point here is that Harry rarely feels remorse for lying and deception, and if he does, he ignores it; he often seems to enjoy being deceptive; he rarely suffers the consequences; and the authority figures themselves sometimes reward him despite this behavior. 

References to the Occult 

The first article mentions that casting spells and divination are taught at Hogwarts. Naturally, Harry and the other students continue these studies through Book 4, getting more skilled in their use of magick. Hermione is "immersed" in her Book of Spells (152); Hermione explains that Hogwarts is hidden to Muggles because it is "bewitched" so that it appears to be something else (166); a "Summoning Charm" is part of a lesson (167); part of the Triwizard Tournament is to test the "magical prowess" of the competitors (255); Ron seems to have practiced a form of magick when Harry finds a small figure resembling a Quidditch player with its arm broken off (444); and Harry has psychic dreams and visions (17, 576). These events are merely a drop in the bucket compared to other instances in the book. 

One of the curses taught to the students at Hogwarts is called the Avada Kedavra. This is taught as one of the three "Unforgivable Curses," (214-17).This may be more familiar to some as Abracadabra, thought to be a hoaky chant made up by magicians pulling rabbits out of hats. However, there is an actual occult connection to this term. 

According to Gonzalez-Wippler, abracadabra is thought to be derived from Abraxas, the name of a demon (293). Whitcomb considers Abraxas to the name of a gnostic deity of time, with "the arms and torso of a man, the head of a cock, and serpents for legs," (401). Gonzalez-Wippler describes him this way as well, though she says he has the head of a hawk (293). The earliest record of the magical use of Abracadabra is found in a Roman poem on medicine written in AD 208 (293). The word must be written from top to bottom in pyramid form, dropping a letter in each line until the last line at the bottom contains only the first letter, "A," (294). 

This formula was put on parchment, tied up, and worn as an amulet around the patient's neck, "worn for nine days, then thrown over the shoulder into a stream that runs eastward," the idea being that the illness would shrink just as the word was shown to shrink in writing (294-95). 

Those who would laugh this off should recall that the Avada Kedavra curse is called the "killing curse" in The Goblet of Fire and is used effectively by Voldemort to murder Cedric Diggory (638) and used by Voldemort in an attempt to kill Harry later (663). Thus, the book endorses the idea that there is power in this phrase. I have also seen instructions on using Abracadabra as a spell in a witchcraft book I happened to be glancing through at Barnes & Noble. 

Harry, in this story, as he learned to do in the third book, summons his Patronus, his guardian spirit (623). Harry uses spells and sorcery in his fight with Voldemort. 

The darkest and most grisly part of all four books appears here in chapters 32, 33, and 34. Chapter 32, "Flesh, Blood, and Bone," includes the death of classmate Cedric Diggory, and Harry's capture by Voldemort's servant, Wormtail. Harry, tied up to the gravestone of Voldemort's father, watches a ritual performed by Wormtail to create a body for the etheric Voldemort who appears in repulsive form as "hairless and scaly-looking, a dark, raw, reddish black" with a face that is "flat and snakelike, with gleaming red eyes," (640). 

Voldemort is placed in a cauldron while Wormtail raises his wand and performs the ritual. Ground-up bone from Voldemort's dead father is put in the cauldron; then Wormtail cuts off part of his arm for the cauldron to provide the flesh; and, in the final step, blood from Harry's arm is drawn by Wormtail and put in a glass vial, then poured into the cauldron (641-42). Thus, "bone, flesh, and blood," the ingredients for this grisly ritual, are gathered by Wormtail and put in the cauldron with the not-quite-human Voldemort. The result is that Voldemort acquires a body: "Lord Voldemort had risen again," (643). 

Voldemort tells Harry that this ritual is an "old piece of Dark Magic," (656) and reveals that he has been searching for immortality: "I, who have gone further than anybody along the path that leads to immortality. You know my goal? To conquer death," (653). Interestingly, this was also the goal of alchemist Nicolas Flamel (a real French alchemist) in the first Harry Potter book. Flamel was mentioned as Dumbledore's partner. Therefore, Dumbledore and Flamel must have had the same goal as all alchemists, immortality 'the elixir of life found in the sorcerer's stone' which Flamel did find (according to The Sorcerer's Stone and according to legend that sprung up around the actual Flamel). So now we see that Voldemort's goal is the same as alchemist Flamel and, by implication, his partner, Dumbledore. [For more on alchemy, see the first CANA article on Harry Potter]. 

In the occult, power is neutral; it is only how one uses it as to whether one is on the dark or the light side. Therefore, Voldemort is on the dark side because of his methods and intentions. To desire and seek immortality through sorcery is alright if one's methods follow the "good" or "light" side of the occult. That is why, I believe, the Potter books use the term "dark side" more than they use the term "evil," which is used very infrequently. Indeed, Dumbledore "invoked an ancient magic" to protect Harry (657). Voldemort and Dumbledore both use sorcery (magick), but Dumbledore is considered good because of his intentions. This is the belief that endorses the practice of "white" magick. If one accepts this premise and believes that Harry is the hero and Dumbledore is the "good guy," then one has accepted a tenet of the occult. [See CANA document, "The Dark Side"] 

The ritual performed by Wormtail, using bone from a corpse, flesh, and blood is somewhat similar to rituals associated with Palo Mayombe, the black magick of Santeria, a religion that resulted in a combination of the African Yoruba religion with certain elements of Catholicism. The chief instrument for the practitioner (the mayembero) is a cauldron containing the "head, fingers, toes, and tibia of a human corpse," as well as other grisly ingredients such as insects; this cauldron is called a nganga or prendo (Gonzalez-Wippler, 324; Drake, 79, 136; Guiley, 302). A corpse is used because the mayembero makes a pact, through a ritual, with the spirit of the corpse to do his bidding (Drake, 79, 136; Guiley, 302). The mayembero must know the identity of the corpse, and it is preferable that the corpse is the body of someone who has lived a bad or criminal life (Drake, 136; Guiley, 302). The mayembero also spills some of his blood into the cauldron after he has sealed a pact with the spirit of the corpse (Guiley, 302). In a further ritual, the mayembero becomes possessed by the spirit of the corpse (Guiley, 302). The nganga is used for good or for bad; the mayembero "can cure and he can kill with it," (Gonzalez-Wippler, 324; Guiley, 302). The followers of Santeria fear the ngangas so much that they will only speak of them in whispers (Guiley, 302, citing Gonzalez-Wippler, Santeria: African Magic in Latin America; New York: Original Products, 1981). 

Keeping this information in mind, let us look at Voldemort's ritual. He uses bone from a known corpse, the corpse of his father. The serpent who serves him is named Nagini, which is slightly reminiscent of nganga. Whether this name is intentional or not on the part of Rowling is not the point; I am simply making observations. Voldemort refers to this ritual as an "old piece of Dark Magic;" Palo Mayombe is also considered dark magick. Rather than summon a spirit or being possessed by the spirit of the corpse, Voldemort's ritual is done for his own rebirth. He uses bone, flesh, and blood, similar to ingredients used by the mayembero for the nganga. Voldemort states that while awaiting his "rebirth," he gave instructions to Wormtail for "a spell or two of my own invention … a little help from my dear Nagini... [...] … a potion concocted from unicorn blood, and the snake venom Nagini provided," (656). As Santeros mention the nganga only in whispers, so too do those in the Harry Potter stories fear mentioning Voldemort's name. The parallel of the mayembero and his nganga with Voldemort and the ritual for his rebirth may not be intentional but also should be noted. 

When Harry and Voldemort duel with their wands, so to speak, the spirits of those slain by Voldemort come out of his wand (666-668). These are presented as actual spirits, not hallucinations or dreamlike visions, since each one speaks encouragingly to Harry. Harry's mother even gives him instructions on how to return to Hogwarts (667). Once again, the Harry Potter books endorse the idea that spirit contact is possible and that it can be a good thing. 

Conclusions on first four books

The "bad' characters are painted so badly, even cartoonish in the case of the Dursleys, that Dumbledore, Harry, and his pals look good. But it's all relative. And that is the problem: relativism. Harry's use of the occult, Dumbledore and Harry's deceptions, Harry's many lies and disobedience are camouflaged by the extreme evil of Voldemort and Draco Malfoy. Who notices a poisonous snake in a room full of snarling tigers? When Harry and Dumbledore are examined closely, without the snarling tigers around, one can see that the behavior of these characters is far from moral. 

There is the matter of Harry's connection to Lord Voldemort. Harry's scar, which he received when Voldemort murdered his parents, hurts when Voldemort is near or is planning something that will ultimately endanger Harry (Goblet of Fire, Chapter Two, 638, 652, 706). Harry's wand and Voldemort's wand each contain a feather from the same phoenix (Goblet of Fire, 697). Both Harry and Voldemort speak "parselmouth," the language of serpents. Harry has dreams and psychic visions of what Voldemort is doing. Although the idea is in all four books, the fourth book in particular presents a view that there is a psychic connection between Voldemort and Harry. What is the purpose of this connection? 

As with the connection between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader in the Star Wars movies, the connection shows the light and dark side of magick (the Force in Star Wars). This is not about good and evil so much as it is about using power. The source for both the dark powers of Voldemort and for the sorcery of Harry and Dumbledore is the same. The indication in the books is that those who become dark wizards do so from their own will; that is, it is entirely under one's control as to whether one is a dark or white magician. The message is that as long as one chooses to use these powers for good, then one is good. [See Note B at end of article]. 

This raises the question: what is 'good' exactly according to these books? If Harry is good, then it must be good to use sorcery for good, since that is what the books advocate. If Harry lies and puts himself above the rules, which he does consistently, then that must be good as well, since Harry is the hero and is presumed to be good. Many defend these books on the ground that this is a story of good versus evil; therefore, one must conclude that in order to do good, one can lie, deceive, act maliciously, and use sorcery if the intention is good, or if the results are acceptable. Is this an ethic that one can endorse? It depends on what standard one is using for the ethic. If one uses the occult as the standard, then the answer is yes. In the occult, power is the ultimate source; there are no standards of absolute good and evil. Therefore, one's intentions, the results of one's actions, and one's subjective rationalizations for the actions are the measuring rod. But if one uses good from God as taught in His word as the standard, then practices such as spirit contact, divination, casting spells, deception, and maliciousness would not be practiced by 'good' characters without remorse and consequences. 
This brings us to the crux of the problem with Harry Potter. It is not that the books present occult practices or immoral actions. It goes even beyond the fact that the books endorse these actions for Harry. The issue is what is the nature of good, and how is it defined in these books? If Harry is good, or is doing good, and if these books are about good versus evil, then what is this ‘good' based on? Where do the books present the standard for this? Where is the moral absolute? Does it reside in Dumbledore, who not only helps Harry in some of his plots, but also rewards him even when he has misbehaved? Does it reside in Harry, who has been shown in this article to lack a moral character? Does the good depend solely on intentions or outcomes, as the books' storylines suggest? Or does the good depend on sorcery itself, the neutral power that enables one to practice light or dark magick? One cannot claim the books teach a moral lesson of good versus evil if the books themselves do not present a clear picture of what this ‘good' is, or if they present a distorted picture of it. Ultimately, it is not that the Potter books provide an immoral universe, but rather that they present one that is morally neutral. 

NOTE A: 

Occult sources describing divination, which is taught at Hogwarts in many forms – the Runes, arithmancy, astrology, scrying, and psychic techniques: 
Migene Gonzalez-Wippler, a recognized authority on the occult and on some Afro-Caribbean religions such as Santeria, has in her Spells, Ceremonies, and Magic entries for divination on 190-254, which include astrology, chiromancy, I Ching, and tarot. On 191, she states, "Divination can best be defined as prediction of the future or the discovery of secrets by means of a variety of occult methods." 

Encyclopedia of Occultism, on page 125, not only lists divination but also gives it over 4 columns (which covers over 2 pages) of very small print. 

The Magician's Companion lists these pages for divination in the index: 43, 132, 138, 147, 183-4, 189, 217-19, 230, 277-9, 301-2, 466, 497, 505, 507, 515, 523, 530, 534, 536, 544, 549. Some of these pages include info on the Tarot, the I Ching, and Runes, the last of which is also mentioned in the Potter books. 

Janet and Stewart Farrar, in their Witches' Bible, list methods of divination in a chapter on "Clairvoyance and Divination." 

Rosemary Guiley has an entry for Divination, and states that it "traditionally is an important skill of the folk witch. In some societies, divination has been performed only by special classes of trained priests or priestesses. Divination remains an important skill for many contemporary Witches and Pagans," (104). 

NOTE B: 

Excerpts from article, "The Dark Side," on CANA website: 

In one book, a young boy at a wizardry school (not Harry Potter) is listening to the professor explain that practicing the black arts is not really evil at all, but is just the exaggeration and twisting of normal human traits: "By 'black,' I do not mean evil. Or wicked. I mean dark and deep, as in the black water of the deepest lakes," (Yolen, 83). This view of evil is not uncommon in occult philosophies. Evil is usually expressed in one or more of the following ways, which may overlap: the dark side is just another aspect of the good; both good and evil are needed for the balancing of energy and life (polarity); 

a magician must master and control all aspects of himself in order to master the spirits and forces of sorcery; evil is a force; good and evil are part of the whole, and therefore, are ultimately the same thing; and, finally, good and evil are transcended and combined in the One. 

. . . [. . .] . . . One does not necessarily choose evil but goes to the dark side almost inadvertently through emotions that one has failed to control. The very Zen-like Yoda in "Star Wars" says that the dark side of the Force is accessed through fear and anger (natural emotions, not evil). This is similar to what the teacher says to the boy at the wizardry school. The young wizard is told that "[w]e are all made up of such deep and dark emotions, and as we grow more mature, we learn to control them," (83). The message is, control your emotions, master yourself, and you will keep the dark side at bay. This message is also found in the first four Harry Potter books. Harry is not taught so much to do moral good, as he is to control his powers. Even in using his powers for a heroic act, Harry practices deception and disobedience on an almost constant basis. Morality is irrelevant as a value in itself; what matters is that the ends justify the means. This kind of compromise is accepted, even lauded, in a world where there is no absolute good or evil. Of course, for a wizard (sorcerer), self-mastery is of paramount importance since self-mastery precedes mastery of the forces and spirits he believes he will be manipulating in his occult art. 

In this view, man is morally neutral, like the Force. As Rabbi Cooper states, "[W]e are neither good nor evil in our nature. We are simply the product of the accumulated influences in our lives, plus the most important variable: our free will," (157). 
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By Marcia Montenegro, April 2004
[Note: To get the fullest view of what is being said about the Harry Potter books, please read the article on the first Harry Potter book, "Harry Potter, Sorcery, and Fantasy," and the article on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th books, "Harry Potter: A Journey to Power." This article is neither a book review nor a summary, but rather an overview of problematic themes in the 5th book. It is written, with no apologies, from a Christian and Biblical point of view. As a former professional astrologer for many years and as someone who was involved in occult practices, I reject the popular notion that the Harry Potter books are harmless because they are fiction. Fantasy itself is a fine vehicle for literature, but what it consists of and teaches should be evaluated. Please do not email me and tell me I want to ban Harry Potter. I do not support banning Harry Potter. I am merely using my freedom of speech rights in an attempt to fairly critique the books. I welcome polite and thoughtful feedback.] 
"Ultimately symbolism means nothing if the characters don't embody -- either in a positive or negative light -- the morals and ethics that are desired. Would the symbolism of the Narnia series be significant in the desired way if the heroes were little rats?" (L A Solinas, fantasy fan and online reviewer, used with permission by email, 7/4/03). 

"Git" - Noun. An idiot or contemptible person. (From "A Dictionary of Slang") http://www.peevish.co.uk/slang/g.htm  

The comment above and the definition of "git" give a pretty good idea of the fifth book in the Harry Potter series, Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, as well as the other books. I am not hurling the word "git" at anyone – it is hurled by Harry and his friends at others in the books. 

As for the comment on symbolism, many have made unusual efforts at giving the Harry Potter books Christian symbolism. Although these attempts are without any substance, in my view, there still remains the problem of the character of the characters, so to speak. With lying, cheating, disobedience, drugging and other immoral acts rife amongst Harry and his friends, whatever symbolism may be grasped at is with little merit when the books' characters themselves lack any lasting core of morality. The theme that the ends justify the means continues in this book. 

This latest book offers nothing hopeful to the reader searching for Harry as a moral role model or for seeking any indication that practice of the occult is regrettable, the two main problems in the previous four books. Examples of these problems are given in this article. When page numbers are given, it does not mean that all the relevant examples are given for that topic. Sometimes the examples are too numerous to list. This article uses page numbers from the 2003 Warner Bros. Edition in hardback. 
The Language 

Harry is disrespectful and rude to adults and to many of his peers throughout the book. His language and those of his friends is less than charming; he is sarcastic, he shouts, he and his friends use words like "dammit" (77) and "git" (194, 299), Harry swears (735), and the infamous Uranus joke from a previous book is used again. Though he is reprimanded at times, Harry is not one for moral regrets. Even Ron, Harry's friend, points out that Harry gets away with everything (156). 

Sirius, Harry's beloved godfather and protector, tells his dead mother (but who "lives" and "talks" in a portrait), "Shut up, you horrible old hag, shut up!" and shows and expresses a vehement hatred for her (78, 109-111). It is true that apparently Sirius' mother was not pleasant and was on the side of evil, but from a Christian viewpoint, one should not speak like this about one's mother, however bad she may have been. To even set up a situation like this in a children's book is somewhat disturbing. 
Immorality and Lying
Harry continues his pattern of cheating, disobedience, and desire for revenge. It is natural for someone to want revenge on those who hurt you, but it is not a behavior condoned by God. 
In fact, most Christians know that taking revenge is wrong and, therefore, they should be bothered by Harry's naked hatred, contempt for certain characters, and desires for revenge in this book. Harry gets back at his cousin Dudley by taunting him (13); Harry points his wand in anger at Seamus (218); Harry wants to place a magical curse on Malfoy (638); Ginny places a disgusting curse on Malfoy (760); James (Harry's father) and Sirius are shown in their younger years taunting Snape (646-648); the professors at Hogwarts do not discourage the ghost, Peeves, from playing mean tricks, and one even encourages it (678); Harry and Ron are indifferent to a curse placed on a student, even when Hermione is concerned it might be permanent – "Who cares?" is Ron's response (679); Harry swears at Luna (735); Harry attempts to kill Bellatrix, who had killed Sirius (809); Harry has an almost overwhelming hatred of Professor Snape (529, 591, and 832-833); Hermione jinxes a student so she can't speak (613), yet a few pages later, Dumbledore hypocritically scolds the villain Umbridge for "manhandling" the students (616). There is only one mention of Harry feeling guilty and it's when he wonders if he should have given his Triwizard winnings (from the tournament that he cheated on when preparing for it) to Fred and George Weasley (172). 

Harry and Ron cheat and pass their subjects by copying Hermione's notes (229); Hermione does Harry and Ron's homework (299, 300); Fred and George, Ron's brothers, drug students (253) among many other rebellious and sometimes dangerous stunts; Harry's godfather, Sirius, encourages disobedience (371); and Harry, Ron, and Hermione sneak out of Hogwarts against the rules (420). Ironically, Harry and Hermione are banking on Harry not being expelled for using his wand around Muggles because they see the exception for this "if they [Ministry of Magic] abide by their own laws," (75). In other words, Harry and friends count on others to uphold the rules and laws when it favors them, but when Harry wants to flout the rules for his own purposes, he sees no problem with this. It is one of the great ironies of the book, and it reveals a relativistic morality that is ingrained in all the books. 

One of Harry's key problems has been his tendency to lie and to have no problem with it. This showed up strongly in the second book and has continued in the other books. Harry lies for all kinds of reasons – to cover his real feelings, which is sometimes understandable (64, 173), when he is scared about something confusing to him (475, 591), to protect Sirius (742 – one of the rare instances when it is justified); but he also lies to cover up things he's done (611) or has not done (638), and lies out of meanness to his friend Ron (682). He even experiences a "vindictive pleasure" in telling the lie to Ron. All of us have lied, but we supposedly have learned it is wrong, or have suffered consequences for it. This does not happen to Harry. The adults do not reprimand him for this and sometimes even engage in it themselves. In fact, Dumbledore tells Harry to lie in one instance (611), and lies himself to Fudge, head of the Ministry of Magic (618). While it is true that at times they are trying to avoid some dangerous situations or people, the lies are not always for this reason. If the author can set up situations where Harry or Dumbledore must lie to protect someone, cannot the author set up situations where Harry can learn that, in most cases, lying is wrong? 

It has become a hallmark of the Harry Potter books for the "good" characters to lie and cheat with aplomb when necessary, thus signaling a lax attitude towards the value of truth and the moral need to avoid lying. In fact, Harry's adventures and heroic deeds almost seem to demand cheating and lying, as though one cannot be heroic without doing these things. I receive much feedback from younger people (pre-teens and teens) angrily reprimanding me for being upset about Harry's lying and cheating. Because he is doing "good" deeds and being brave, they tell me, Harry should be allowed these transgressions. This disturbs me and causes me to wonder if these future adults are learning that in order to do good or be brave, not only is it okay to lie and cheat, but maybe it's to be expected. It is relativism gone amok. 
Death and Other Dark Items 
As with the other books, this fifth book has numerous references to death and the danger of death. Of course, this is not abnormal in an adventure book, but should death be so prominent in a book aimed at children ages 9-12? Many would say that death is a part of life and that this is, after all, just fiction. However, Biblically speaking, we know that death is not a part of life, it was a consequence of sin (see Genesis 2:17, 3:19; Romans 5:12; 1 Corinthians 15:21) and will one day be vanquished into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14) 

I began to list the pages that referred to death or to someone dying, but finally wearied of this task as the references became too numerous. I managed to mark these pages: 8, 18, 85, 92, 100, 112, 161, 173-176, 328, and 446 ("The only people who can see thestrals . . . are people who have seen death"), 455, 535, 536, 546, 550, 806 (Sirius dies), 844, 856, and 863. On pages 173-175, Harry is viewing photographs shown to him by Moody of people who were killed, and comments are made, some rather grim: "Benjy Fenwick, he copped it, too, we only ever found bits of him;" "it took five Death Eaters to kill him and his brother Fabian;" and "the Longbottoms, who had been tortured into madness . . . all waving happily out of the photograph forevermore, not knowing that they were doomed." Boggarts, creatures that can look like others, appear to Mrs. Weasley as dead members of her family, causing her to believe she is viewing actual dead people (176). Harry is told by Dumbledore that the there is a prophecy that for Voldemort and Harry, "neither can live while the other survives" (844). Luna's mother is dead because one of her (the mother's) spells "went rather badly wrong one day" (863). 

Some of the disturbing accounts other than death that are woven throughout the book are: The students learn to make a potion that relaxes, but if not made correctly, it can cause "irreversible" sleep (232); a ghost "leans through" Neville (207); Harry writes in blood (267, 270); several references are made to blood dripping from Harry (274); butterbeer, a favored drink among the students, is alcoholic (387) and is even served by an adult, Sirius, to young Harry, Ron, and Ginny, and to slightly older teens Fred and George (477); Harry seems to be psychically possessed by Voldemort in the form of a snake (462-63, 474, 481, 491); Harry and Hermione are showered with blood from Hagrid's sibling, Grawp (759); 
and Harry questions the ghost Headless Nick about where one goes after death, but the only response is that some wizards can leave a pale "imprint" of themselves on earth as a ghost, and that other dead ones are beyond a veil and can be heard by some (860-861, 863). 
Occult Practices: Prophets, Psychics, and Spells 
The most comprehensive list of occult practices occurs in Deuteronomy 18:10-12, where God reveals his hatred of occult practices and forbids them. These practices were done in conjunction with the worship of false gods. Today, many dabble in the occult out of sheer curiosity or for fun, but whatever the intentions, such practices are dangerous, and are evil in God's eyes. Some have defended these practices in the books because there is no attempt to make contact with a god or supernatural power. However, this view neglects the fact that whether one wants to make such contact or not, contact can be made, and often is, even when one is not expecting it. Aside from this, when God calls something detestable or an abomination, we can easily conclude that no one is to participate for any reason. 

The list in this passage of Deuteronomy includes casting spells, divination, spirit contact, contacting the dead, witchcraft (meaning practicing occult arts), sorcery, and seeking and reading omens. The Hebrew terms for these practices are descriptive rather than being labels; so various English versions may use different words for the same practice. One translation puts it this way: "one who practices divination, an omen reader, a soothsayer, a sorcerer, one who casts spells, one who conjures up spirits, a practitioner of the occult, or a necromancer" (NET Bible, 372; online at www.netbible.org). The footnote on casting spells states that in Hebrew this is literally "a binder of binding," with the connotation that one is immobilizing or binding someone by using magical words. As pointed out in my article on the first Harry Potter book, Harry's friends use a "body-bind" spell on a friend to keep him from following them (273). In that article, I also pointed out that a binding spell is found in the Farrar's A Witches' Bible. 

The NET Bible gives selected verses elsewhere (not a comprehensive list) where the practices from this passage are mentioned, sometimes translated differently according to context (such as "incantations" and "amulets" used to ward off evil). For divination, see Numbers 22:7, 23:23; Joshua 13:22; 1 Sam 6:2, 15:23; 28:8. For an omen reader, see Leviticus 19:26, Judges 9:37, 2 Kings 21:6; Isaiah 2:6, 57:3, Jeremiah 27:9; Micah 5:11. For a seeker of omens (often translated as "soothsayer"), it refers to Gen. 44:5 (the divining cup in the Joseph story, which does not mean Joseph used it, but it was used in that culture). For a sorcerer, passages are Leviticus 19:26-31; 2 Kings 17:15-17, 21:1-7; Isaiah 57:3. For casting spells, see Psalms 58:6 and Isaiah 47:9, 12. For conjuring up spirits (asking of the dead), Leviticus 19:31, 20:6; 1 Samuel 28:8, 9; Isaiah 8:19, 19:3, and 29:4 are referred to. For a practitioner of the occult, see Leviticus 19:31, 20:6, 27; 1 Samuel 28:3, 9; 2 Kings 21:6; Isaiah 8:19, and 19:3. For a necromancer, 1 Samuel 28:6-7 is referenced. In many cases, several terms refer to the same practices. Intentions and fine distinctions between the practices do not matter; entering into this territory is to cross a line God has clearly drawn in the sand. 

Hogwarts, however, teaches many of these practices and Harry is learning them: divination, charms, casting spells, and potions (magical potions which are used in conjunction with spells); and in some of the books, children arm themselves with talismans and amulets for protection (notably, the second book, page 185). Divinatory practices include the children or Harry learning astrology, runes, arithmancy, tea leaf reading, and scrying (gazing into a surface such as a mirror, crystal, or water). This fifth book mentions that children will be tested in their skills with the crystal ball, tea leaf reading, arithmancy, theory of charms, astrology, divination by burning herbs and leaves, incantations, wands, potions, the Ancient Runes, and palmistry (225, 232, 552, 600, 602, 603, 654, 709, 711-712, 715-717). Hermione excitedly receives a Christmas gift from Harry that she has been wanting -- a book on numerology (503). Some people have made much of the fact that Christmas is "celebrated" in the books, but it is clearly not being celebrated in a Christian fashion. In an earlier book, the lyrics of Christmas songs are substituted with rude words, and here we have a numerology book as a Christmas gift. This is not evidence for a Christian meaning of Christmas. 

It is often pointed out that divination is made fun of in the books, and this is true. But, however much Divination Professor Trelawney is made to look foolish, some of her predictions come true; and at the end of the book when Ron is criticizing divination, we read: "'How can you say that?' Hermione demanded. 'After we've just found out that there are real prophecies?'" (849). Indeed, the prophecy that is revealed at the end of the book and on which the whole plot of the book is turning, was made by Trelawney (841). These are not Biblical prophecies, but prophecies made through divination. God condemns this kind of prophecy: "So don't listen to your prophets or to those who claim to predict the future by divination, by dreams, by consulting the dead, or by practicing magic" (Jeremiah 27:9a). God spoke through prophets whom he chose, and, furthermore, the test of a prophet was that predictions would be 100 percent accurate (Deuteronomy 18:20-22). Even if prophets give true predictions but call people to follow gods other than the true God, one is to reject them (Deuteronomy 13:1-3). 

Casting spells is a strong theme in all of the books, especially in this one. Books on spells are read (160, 390, 501). Spells are practiced throughout the book and the students practice and are tested on them (710-717). Spells are used against the villains in a big battle at the end (787-792, 796ff) in a scene I like to think of as the Battle of the Dueling Wands. There is hexing (400), jinxing (354), magical curses (515), and psychic dreams (462-63) which are later explained as Harry's mind being invaded by Voldemort. "Ancient spells and charms" supposedly protect Hogwarts (531). The Pensieve (a container for thoughts) is engraved with "runes and symbols" (529). In actual sorcery, runes are often carved or engraved on occult tools for the purpose of magically empowering them. 

Harry secretly teaches a class on Defense Against the Dark Arts for some students (393-395 and elsewhere). 
Harry does not always use his wand responsibly – he uses it to scare Dudley (13), to threaten his uncle (28), when he's mad at Seamus (218); and several students using magic taught to them by Harry attack Malfoy and his two cronies, turning them into slug like creatures, and hang them from a luggage rack where they are left to ooze (864). 

Harry teaches the students of his class how to conjure a Patronus (606-607), entities conjured up for protection. Harry learned in the third book how to do this, and my article, "Harry Potter: A Journey to Power" explains the occult connection to this on page 2 of the online article. 

To prevent Voldemort from invading and using Harry's mind, Harry takes occlumency lessons from Prof. Snape (519ff). The idea and techniques behind this are somewhat reminiscent of the psychic technique of visualizing a white light for protection, and of the Zen technique of emptying the mind. I once practiced both of those techniques. Many in the Occult and in the New Age believe that there are people who can psychically drain you or attach themselves to you, and certain techniques are taught to avoid this. Occlumency seems to be derived from, or at the least recalls, these ideas. 

What protected Harry from Voldemort? Dumbledore explains that when Harry's mother died for him, her death acted as a protective charm that saved him (835). By placing Harry in his mother's sister's home, Harry was protected further by his mother's blood (flowing in the veins of her sister, Harry's aunt) and thus his safety was ensured. Doing this "sealed the charm" (835). Far from being a picture of how Christ saves us through his sacrifice on the cross, as some have claimed (once again, reaching for Christian symbolism), this presents an occult view of what Harry's mother did. Her death was, or became, an act of magic. 

We are not magically protected by Christ or by his blood; his blood is not a magical property. Because of what Christ did, we are saved from the second death and redeemed through our faith in Christ. Faith has nothing to do with what Harry's mother did nor with Harry's protection, since he does not understand this protection until the end of the fifth book. And what would Harry have faith in? His mother? No, it would be in the magical protection that continues in her sister's blood after her death. Of course, Harry's mother was not sinless as Christ was; she died for only one person, Harry; she did not plan her death as Christ did; she died to protect Harry's life, not to redeem him from sin; and she did not bodily resurrect and conquer death as Jesus did. The analogy is flawed in the extreme. 
Harry and Voldemort: Dark and Light 

As explained in the other two articles, there is a concept of dark and light in the occult called polarity. Generally speaking, magic (sometimes spelled magick) or power is neutral, and one can be on the dark or light side depending on your intentions and how you use the magic or power. The dark and light sides are both parts of the whole and are necessary to each other's existence. Therefore, there is no goal of the light side vanquishing the dark side. The CANA article, "The Dark Side," explains this in depth. 

The dark and light sides of a polarity are connected since they are both part of the whole, so there is often a connection between them. This can be seen in the yin-yang symbol, which shows a black dot on the white side (yin on yang) and a white dot on the black side (yang on yin). 

In the Harry Potter books, Harry and the villain, Lord Voldemort, seem to represent this polarity of dark and light. They are connected in many ways: Voldemort marked Harry with his scar when he tried to kill baby Harry; Harry feels a connection to Voldemort through the scar which burns or hurts when Voldemort is near or is endangering Harry or someone he loves; Harry and Lord Voldemort both speak "parselmouth," the language of snakes; Harry and Voldemort's wands both contain the feather of the same bird; and, most grisly of all, some of Harry's blood is put into Voldemort via a cauldron when Voldemort is being embodied in a ritual in the 4th book, so Voldemort has some of Harry's blood. 

These connections show up even more strongly in this book. Not only does his scar burn (178, 275, 474, 586, 728) as a result of this connection (which Dumbledore validates on page 827), but Harry also experiences a psychic connection in what seems to be a case of reading Voldemort's mind (380-382). Snape tells Harry that when he is at his most vulnerable, asleep or relaxed, he is able to share Voldemort's thoughts and emotions (531). Because of this, Snape warns, Voldemort may be able to read Harry's thoughts and control him that way (533). Harry has a dream or vision in which he is a snake who attacks Mr. Weasley (462-463); it turns out that Mr. Weasley really was attacked this way (473-475). Harry has dreams or telepathic visions, in which he seems to be looking into Voldemort's mind, seeing and hearing him (584-586; 727-728). At one point, he seems to be possessed by Voldemort (815-816). Dumbledore tells Harry that when Voldemort tried to kill him as a baby, he inadvertently gave Harry some of his powers, marking Harry "as an equal" (842-843). 

The source of power for Harry and Voldemort (and Dumbledore) is the same. Power and magic are, after all, neutral in this view. Voldemort was once at Hogwarts and was an apt pupil. He went over to the dark side, much as Anakin (the young Darth Vader) does in the Star Wars movies. God's word, however, does not mention using magic for bad ends or the dark side of sorcery; God condemns all magical practices, all sorcery, and all spell casting. In reality, there is no dark or light side of magic; there is no white or black magic; there is only magic and it is all against God. Our intentions and beliefs cannot make it good. 
Harry Potter and Culture 

The issue of reality vs. fantasy is irrelevant. Fiction is a powerful conveyor of ideas; our culture constantly tells us this as it points out the power of myth and stories. The issue of how the book affects each child must also be considered with how these books have already affected the culture. 

After the early success of Harry Potter, four publishers announced they would put out books with wizard or witch heroes for teens and preteens. 
One account relates, "Scholastic publisher and editor in chief Jean Feiwel said the new series have merely tapped into an increased teen interest in witches. 'It's almost gotten - dare I say it - acceptable,' Feiwel said. There's no doubt that fantasy and wizards have become more popular because of Harry Potter'" (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 8/8/01). 

If one goes to the Scholastic website (Scholastic publishes the Harry Potter books in the U.S.) and looks up their series, T*witches, about teen witches, you can find an invitation to send in spells to keep the "spellbook" going. The spellbook page organizes spells into various categories, including: moon spells, homework spells, love spells, protection spells, summer bliss spells, etc. The spells reveal poems to the goddess and spells calling on various forces of nature. Karsh's Magick Tips on the site gives advice on how to cast spells, including suggestions to "go outside and work with Mother Nature," and getting a book to learn about the properties of herbs for use in magick (the site uses an occult spelling for magick). 
Good and Bad on the Scale

It is not that this book has nothing good in it, such as Dumbledore acknowledging to Harry that he cared more for Harry's happiness than for the truth, and so did not tell Harry about the important prophecy and why Voldemort had tried to kill Harry when he was a baby (838). Harry wants to protect his friends and offers to teach them skills to defend themselves against the Dark Arts. And Harry is brave in many confrontations with the villains. 

But these and some other incidents are very tiny slivers of light in the otherwise wasteland of spells, lies, deception, death, grisly scenes, and occult practices. When put on a scale, the bad side of this book easily outweighs any of the good from a moral or Biblical view. 

What should we expect when the main setting for the book is a wizard who is studying at a school where they teach spells, divination, magical potions, and other occult techniques, and whose mentor is a powerful wizard (practitioner of the occult)? The fact that it is fiction does not take away from the reality of the occult practices. 

Harry, as the hero, should model behavior that we would want children to learn from or emulate. However, since Harry has no remorse and few consequences from lying and cheating, and since he does not seem to grow wiser in goodness, there is only amorality presented to the readers. Being brave and loyal to friends is admirable, but these qualities by themselves are not moral since anyone – good or bad -- can be brave and loyal. 

Harry is supposedly on the side of good, but what is that good based on? It can't be based on anyone's morality because none of the characters present a strong moral character. Is the good based on using magic for good? That begs the question of what good is, not to mention that using magick for good is wrong in God's eyes. So what is good according to Harry Potter? Is it just that good is less bad than an extreme evil, like Voldemort or Umbridge? Almost anyone would look good next to them. This is goodness born of relativism, just as a robber could be called good when compared to a mass murderer, and a pickpocket could be called good compared to an armed robber. 

Before we can say it's about good versus evil, we have to see what the good is and how it is defined. It is clear in this book, and in the others, that good is based on how things turn out -- the ends justify the means. This is a philosophy in which any action can be rationalized for what is perceived as a good or useful end. It is not about what is good so much as it is about what is expedient. Harry cannot be a good hero simply by being the hero; and skillful fighting with spells is neither admirable nor good. 

The popularity of the Harry Potter books does not give them a pass, and the criticism for pointing out the flaws in these books is not a reason to keep silent. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Romans 12:21 

See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. 1 Thessalonians 5:15 

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Prisoner of Azkaban
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterAzkaban.html 
By Marcia Montenegro, June 2004
[Note: This is not a movie review but an assessment of some of the themes of the movie that might interest parents.] 

"Harry Potter and The Prisoner of Azkaban" is the movie based on the third Harry Potter book. This movie is much darker than the previous two Harry Potter movies, "Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone" and "Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets." 
Magic and Pranks 

The movie opens with Harry, now about age 13 (but looking older in the movie), secretly reading a book on "extreme incantations" in his bed at night at his uncle and aunt's home. (The book version has Harry reading a section in The History of Magic which is describing how "non-magic" people in medieval times were afraid of magic but not good at recognizing it). 

Harry seems to have poltergeist abilities. While he is in the kitchen listening to Uncle Vernon's sister, Aunt Marge, insult his parents, things clatter and tremble in the home. Finally, Aunt Marge begins to slowly blow up like a helium balloon. She soon floats away through open doors into the sky. Harry, while pointing his wand at an angry Uncle Vernon, tells him, "She deserves what she got." A short while later, Harry is being reprimanded by the Minister of Magic but told that Aunt Marge has been made normal and given a potion that will cause her to forget what happened. 
Harry knows he has broken a rule against using magic on Muggles (those without magical powers) and fears punishment, but the Minister merely says, "Harry, we don't send people to Azkaban for blowing up their aunts." Azkaban is the infamous prison for criminal witches and wizards. Here is another broken rule that Harry has gotten away with (in addition to the rules broken in the first two books). This follows the book very closely, although leaves many details out. 

At Hogwarts, Harry is given the Marauders' Map, a map stolen by Ron's brothers from Filch, the school janitor. This map shows the location of everyone at Hogwarts as they move about, and a magical incantation erases the information so that those using the map can escape detection. The map later reveals the presence of Peter Pettigrew, a traitor everyone thought was dead, but who changed himself into a rat being kept as a pet by Ron. When Prof. Lupin leaves the school at the end, he returns this magical map (which had been confiscated) to Harry, although it is against the rules to have the map and Harry had received it as a stolen item in the first place. Lupin reasons, however, that since he is no longer on staff, he can do this without violating the rules. The wink at rule breaking in both the books and movies is continuous and pervasive. 

Harry also makes use of the Invisibility Cloak to sneak into Hogsmeade, a nearby village. He is not allowed there because his aunt and uncle did not sign the permission slip. Another time, Harry uses the cloak to eavesdrop on a conversation in Hagrid's hut. And Harry uses the cloak yet again to beat up Malfoy, his nemesis, and Malfoy's cronies. Revenge is not presented as a bad thing, either in the books or the movies. 

Prof. Lupin teaches Harry to conjure the Patronus, an entity or force that protects Harry from dementors. Harry must use his wand to do this. This scene is much more detailed in the book and resembles conjuring a thought-form, which is explained in the CANA article on the second, third, and fourth books. 

Although divination class is presented in a comedic fashion by having a somewhat comical and inept professor teaching it, Professor Trelawney does at one point give a prediction when only Harry is present. This is also a scary scene, as it appears that Trelawney is being possessed while another voice speaks through her. 

In the last part of the movie, it turns out that Hermione has been able to attend two classes at the same time because she has been going back in time using an advanced magic technique. Though using this magic is against the rules, Dumbledore instructs Hermione and Harry to do this so that Sirius, Harry's godfather, can be saved. Of course, no one else is to know about it. In the book, breaking this rule is described as violating one of the most important "wizarding laws" (p.398). Once again, rules are broken and magic is used to save the day (with the approval of the head of the school). 
Frightening Scenes 

There is a very scary scene on the train to Hogwarts when a dementor, a ghostly deathlike figure covered in black robes, enters the compartment where Harry, Hermione, and Ron are sitting. Dementors, creatures that suck the joy and life from people, are used to guard Azkaban. The dementor causes Harry to pass out as he hears what he thinks is a scream. This scene is too intense and scary for young children, but it is only the first of several such scenes. Later, Harry tells a professor that he thinks the scream was his mother as she was being attacked (and killed) years ago by the villain, Voldemort. 

Other scary scenes include Professor Lupin, a popular teacher who is also a werewolf, turning into a wolf and chasing after Harry and his friends. There is also a large scary black dog following Harry, large numbers of dementors floating down from the sky and attacking Sirius Black and Harry at the edge of a lake in a very chilling scene where it appears that Black and Harry are dying, and a scene where it seems as though a beloved pet of Hagrid's is being executed. 

Conclusions 

Due to the darker content and scary scenes, I do not think this movie is good for children under 12. My reasons for concern for older children seeing it include the nonchalant attitude about breaking rules by Harry and his friends, and the facile manner in which they carry this out; the revenge theme; and the spells and other occult practices that are part of the school's curriculum and the movie's story. 

The Harry Potter books: Just fantasy? 

http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotter.html  

By Marcia Montenegro, updated February 2007
[This article is primarily for parents wondering about or wrestling with the issue of Harry Potter and a biblical worldview. For further information, please read the following articles on the Harry Potter books]. 

There is fantasy and good story telling in the Harry Potter books. At the same time, the stories are infused with references to actual occult practices, [†] some of which I once studied and practiced. But since these practices are mixed in with fantasy, readers may think these practices are fantasy, too. 

The hero of the book is a wizard who attends a school, Hogwarts, where he is learning how to use his powers through studying and learning occult arts such as divination, casting spells, astrology, magical potions, and others. He is not a figure of contemporary pagan religions (such as Wicca), nor is he an imaginary wizard, but he is presented as a real boy who comes to the school to hone his innate magical abilities and develop into a practitioner of occult arts. 

Many people today, influenced by television, movies, and fictional books, tend to think that magic is just made-up. There is fantasy magic such as a cartoon figure tapping a wand and turning a mushroom turns into a leopard, or something similar. 

Real magic is quite different, but does involve an attempt to use supernatural powers, or to connect with powers (sometimes seen as natural) through incantations, spirit contact, spells, reading hidden meanings, "powers" of the mind, and other forms of paranormal activity. 
That Harry was born as a wizard is fantasy (though there are Witches today who believe they are born that way), but several occult arts referred to in the books are part of the real world and are not fantasy. In addition to those already mentioned above, other real occult practices in the books are: the Runes, numerology (arithmancy), and crystal gazing (scrying). The books also refer to alchemy, amulets, charms, contact with the dead, Nicolas Flamel (a real historical alchemist), the Dark Side, and many other occult practices or concepts. Using "good" magic to fight "bad" magic is a major component of the plot. 

In 1996, the heroine of a movie called The Craft was a witch who used her powers to fight "bad" witches. This movie helped to galvanize the growing Wicca/witchcraft movement and attracted a lot of teen girls to Wicca (Llewellyn's New Worlds of Mind and Spirit, September/October 1996, p. 6: "Whether you loved it or hated it, The Craft created a surge of interest in magick, the occult, and Witchcraft"). Ask any Wiccan if using magick is good, and most will respond that magick is "natural" and "neutral;" therefore, it is okay to use magick "for good." How does this message differ from the Harry Potter books? Harry Potter echoes these ideas and demonstrates that using the occult arts is permissible and good if the intention or outcome is good. 

We are in a world where many intelligent and nice people seriously practice the occult. When I was a professional astrologer, I had many clients who were involved in the occult. A June 14, 1999 article of "Publishers' Weekly Online," discussed how popular pagan books have become among younger readers. One of the books discussed is a book on "white witchcraft." Essential to this philosophy is to avoid going over to the "dark side" to practice "dark" or "black" witchcraft, exactly the idea that is taught in Harry Potter. 

As a former Literature major, I am aware that fiction and fantasy can be powerful vehicles of ideas and beliefs. The issue is not whether readers know the difference between reality and fantasy, but whether they realize that some things in these books are not fantasy and are used by real people in the real world as a good thing. 

And the question is not whether these books will cause a child to get interested in the occult, but whether these books can desensitize children to the occult, a more subtle but nevertheless entirely real effect. Fantasy is a wonderful literary genre, but it can be misused as a vehicle for harmful messages. 

If Harry is good, then it must be good to use spells and other powers for good, since that is what the books advocate. If Harry lies and puts himself above the rules, which he does consistently, then that must be good as well, since Harry is the hero and is presumed to be good. Many defend these books on the ground that this is a story of good versus evil. If this is true, then one must conclude that in order to do good, one can lie, deceive, act maliciously, and use sorcery if the intention is good, or if the results are acceptable. This is a philosophy called pragmatism. In other words, the ends justify the means. Is this an ethic that one wishes to model for young people? 

Ultimately, it is not that the Potter books provide an immoral universe, which at least acknowledges good and bad, but rather it is that the books present a morally neutral universe -- an amoral worldview, in which the practice of the occult for benevolent purposes is permissible and even encouraged. In essence, this is the occult worldview. 
Brief overview of magic 

Magic as a ritual or technique to supernaturally manipulate forces goes back as far as early man and is found in cave paintings. Magic is common in Greek mythology, Homer, Canaanite religious literature, Akkadian myths, and Egyptian religion and myths (Colin Brown, ed. and trans., The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, vol. 2 {Grand Rapids: Zondervan and Paternoster, 1976}, 552-4). Magical practices infiltrated Judaism, often using the name of God (New Int'l Dictionary, 556), although these practices were strictly forbidden in Hebrew Scripture (Deuteronomy 18: 9-12; Leviticus 19: 26, 31, 20:6; Jeremiah 27: 9-10; Malachi 3:5). 

Magic, also known historically as sorcery (though the term "sorcery" is not popular today and usually connotes negative practices), can be defined as casting spells using a special formula of words or actions to gain control or bend reality to one's will, and also as a technique to attain certain ends through contact with spirits and psychic realms. White magic was believed to be used for good ends; black magic for evil ends (New Int'l. Dictionary, 552, 6). A magician can be defined as one possessing occult knowledge as a diviner, or an astrologer. It is one who tries to bring about certain results beyond man's normal abilities. In Egypt and Babylon, magicians were educated and wise in the science of the day; they were priests. They were thought to possess special knowledge and so were used by rulers to interpret dreams (Tenney, Merrill C. and Steven Barabas, eds., The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 Volumes [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975] vol. 4, 38). The New International Dictionary lists pharmakos as a related term (though a different word) because herbs were traditionally gathered and used for spells and to invoke spirits at magical ceremonies (p. 558). 

Contemporary magic, usually spelled magick is connected to different beliefs. In contemporary Wicca or witchcraft, or in ritual/ceremonial magick, the use of magic is overt, and may involve invoking and/or evoking the powers of gods, spirits, and/or forces of nature (elementals and devas). Magick can be also practiced apart from these traditions in more subtle ways, such as the use of visualization. This is the technique of visualizing, and sometimes verbally affirming in a repetitive fashion (affirmations), one's goals or desires in the belief that doing this will bring about that which is desired. 

Another subtle use of magic is found in the concept of accessing or channeling energies or forces for healing. In fact, popular forms of so-called alternative healing, such as Therapeutic Touch, Reiki, acupuncture, shiatsu, and other related practices, are based on the same concept of channeling or manipulating a force. In these cases, the force is viewed as a healing force from God or as a flow of chi believed to be part of a universal energy. 

However, these practices are nothing more than thinly disguised occult healing methods. Many people do not realize that such healing has been a part of magic and sorcery for centuries. 
Therapeutic Touch is exactly like psychic healing (and derives from that, originating with a member the occult Theosophical Society who taught this to a nurse), and Reiki originates from similar occult beliefs. 

Occultists readily admit the connection between energy and magick. Starhawk, a well-known witch and author, states that energy "what the Chinese call chi – flows in certain patterns throughout the human body and can be raised, stored, shaped, and sent… this is the theory that underlies acupuncture and other naturopathic systems of healing, as well as the casting of spells and magical workings," (Starhawk, Truth or Dare [HarperSanFrancisco; New York: HarperCollins paperback, 1987], 24). 

If you would like to read more about this topic, the author's book, SpellBound: The Paranormal Seduction of Today's Kids (September 2006), goes into these issues in-depth. This book is available on many sites such as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, CBD, and in Christian bookstores, or it can be ordered for you by any bookstore. 

Quotes from this article must be given proper credit and cannot be altered. The use of the whole article is not allowed on another site and is not to be included in a published work or article without the express permission of the author, although links are permissible with no permission. Any copies of the article made for distribution must be limited to 100 copies, with proper credit given on each copy, and no fee can be charged to recipients other than copying costs. 

[*] The author of this article was involved for many years in occult practices that included contact with the dead, spirit contact, having a spirit guide, the study of numerology and the Tarot, being a professional astrologer and astrology teacher, psychic development, psychic healing, and contact with psychics, those who practiced witchcraft, and other occult, New Age practitioners. 

[†] By "occult" I mean the forbidden practices listed in Deuteronomy 18.10-12, which include: casting spells, divination, spirit contact, contacting the dead, sorcery (which includes mixing magical potions), witchcraft (English translation for a word referring to using magic or incantations, sometimes the use of drugs or poisons for magical use or for summoning spirits) – see overview of magic and sorcery at end of this article), reading omens, and others. 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Is death still the next great adventure
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterDeathlyHallows1.html
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterDeathlyHallows2.html
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterDeathlyHallows3.html
By Marcia Montenegro, August 2007
[Note: Fiction and fantasy are neutral and can be fine vehicles for literature, but fantasy and fiction are given shape by their content. Fiction can be quite influential, especially on children. Note: Magic is spelled here as "magick" to refer to occult magick; "pagan" is used in the generic sense to refer to non-Christian or pagan beliefs of the ancient world rather than to modern Neopagan religions. The bulk of this article is on the last book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, although there are opening brief comments on the sixth book.]
 

Very Brief Comments on Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince

There is not much to say about this book that would not be repetitive of previous articles on the earlier books. The book is very dark, especially the section on Harry and Dumbledore's journey into a cave where Harry must make Dumbledore drink a potion that is clearly torturing him (Dumbledore) and making him want to die. Yet Harry must keep giving this drink to Dumbledore. This goes on for several pages. Then, in a terrifying scene, they are set upon by Inferi, dead embodied people who have been enchanted by a "dark wizard" - they are somewhat like zombies - that clamber out of the water and go after Harry and Dumbledore, who barely escape. Dumbledore later is murdered as Harry watches. 
Despite being a supposed role model and, according to some, part of a "hidden" Christian message, Harry nurtures a burning hatred for Prof. Snape, even wishing for his death at one point (160-61; 167). Naturally, spells are used throughout the book. This sixth book only gives more grounds for all the objections made by this writer to the preceding books.

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

The "Good" Characters as Role Models
As with the other books, there is no moral center in this one. Harry is driven by revenge for many of his actions, often has contempt for others, and even derives a cruel pleasure in others' suffering. The fact that these feelings are mostly for his enemies, who are cruel themselves, does not justify it from a Biblical viewpoint. A spell used by Harry and his friends causes injury to others, yet Harry and friends are uncaring except for being repulsed by the vomit that results from making one of the victims ill (237ff). A much harsher example is when Harry casts the forbidden Cruciatus curse, a spell that torments its victim with almost unbearable pain. Harry casts this spell on Death Eater Amycus because Amycus spat in Prof. McGonagall's face (593). Harry even gives this as the reason for doing it, so there is no way to deny this. Even worse, Harry states that he realizes "you need to really mean it" in order to perform this spell; in other words, he had to truly desire to cause harm for the spell to work. 
Yet there are those asserting that this last book proves that the Harry Potter series is Christian in nature or carries a hidden Christian significance. These examples, however, boldly flout Jesus' message to love one's enemies, to forgive those who persecute you, and to leave vengeance to God. 
An unpleasant and unsavory passage occurs when the werewolf Greyback gives a "grunt of pleasure" at the prospect of having "a bite of" Hermione, and makes other remarks that plainly indicate a perverse desire for Hermione over the boys (463ff).

There are also quite a few scenes where Harry and his friends have alcoholic drinks (this is done in previous books as well when they were even younger).
Harry lies often, as he did in previous books, and this is discounting the lies told when he is on a mission seemingly to save lives. Yet, when he wants the truth, he is very self-righteous about it. In fact, on page 185, Harry lies to Hermione, and just a few sentences later, Harry "wanted the truth." Harry orders Kreacher to answer truthfully (191), and Prof. McGonagall tells a Death Eater that her side cares about "the difference between truth and lies" (593). Harry and Ron, who plan to double-cross the goblin Griphook, are incensed when Griphook double-crosses them first. How ironic and hypocritical! 
Rude or undesirable language from the "good" characters abounds, such as Harry saying to his uncle, "Are you actually as stupid as you look?" (32). "We already knew you were an unreliable bit of scum," is said by Harry to Mundungus (220). 

Mundungus is a thief, but Harry has stolen, too. Several characters use the word "damn" and "git," the latter being English slang for a stupid person or an idiot. Ron says "effing" (307). When Harry hears singing in a nearby church at Christmas, he becomes nostalgic for "rude versions of carols" sung by the ghost Peeves at Hogwarts (324; this event with Peeves actually occurs in an earlier book and may have inspired a Harry Potter fan group to post "Harry Potter Christmas Carols" that include "Away in a Rude Hut" and "Silent Night, Ominous Night," http://ivory.150m.com/Tower/Fiction/Carols.html ). Aberforth uses the word "bastards" (564), and Ron yells at Draco Malfoy, "you two-faced bastard" (645). Prof. McGonagall says "you blithering idiot" to the "aged" caretaker, Filch (602).
The most brazen example of a bad word is spoken by Mrs. Weasley, Ron's mother and a mother figure to Harry, who calls Bellatrix the "b" word (the one that rhymes with "witch") on page 736. This word is spelled out in all caps because Mrs. Weasley is shouting it. Yes, Bellatrix is an evil character and she has just tried to kill Ginny, along with others. Nevertheless, for a Christian, there is no justification for using this word or the other words, and certainly there is no good reason for an author to use these words in a children's book. Danger and evil have been expressed in other children's books without the use of such crude expressions or obscenities. If it is argued that the evil is extreme enough to warrant such a word (and this could still be refuted from a Biblical view), then perhaps it is the evil act itself that should not be presented to children. Is childhood now open to the sordid side of the adult world with impunity? 
In today's coarsened climate this kind of language is undoubtedly considered mild. That only shows how desensitized the culture has become. But it was Jesus who said, "For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart" (Matthew 12.34).
Even if one were to set aside misgivings about the occult references, the moral objections would remain as a concern when considering the age of many of this book's readers. Keep in mind that the above examples are but the tip of an iceberg. However, even such obvious examples of skewed morals seem to have sunk in the sea of adulation for Harry Potter.

Grim and Disturbing

There are quite a few scenes in the book where people are tortured, suffer excruciating pain, or are killed. For example, there are a total of ten references in eight consecutive pages to Hermione screaming in pain as she is being tortured (463-471). The Gray Lady, a ghost who used to be Helena Ravenclaw, tells Harry how another ghost, the Bloody Baron, when alive, had stabbed and killed her in anger and then killed himself (616). A story is told about Dumbledore's sister who was driven insane when her "magic . . . turned inward . . . it exploded out of her when she couldn't control it," apparently causing her to kill her mother (564-65). This certainly makes for gloomy reading for children!
In a letter to the Washington Post's Book World (from John Hall, August 5, 2007, p. 14), a parent who likes the Harry Potter books writes that he is disturbed by the increasing "hopeless" tone of the last three books "which constitute a long, oppressive mess in which children are hunted by adults who want to kill them, while their protectors are murdered one by one." Mr. Hall goes on to say that as a parent he is bothered by the frightening tenor of the books, and he suspects that many children find the books scary but do not want to admit this. Hall states that the review of the last book in the Post should have "warned parents of the tragedies that make the later books less suitable for younger readers."

[Note: Fiction and fantasy are neutral and can be fine vehicles for literature, but fantasy and fiction are given shape by their content. Fiction can be quite influential, especially on children. Note: Magic is spelled here as "magick" to refer to occult magick; "pagan" is used in the generic sense to refer to non-Christian or pagan beliefs of the ancient world rather than to modern Neopagan religions. The bulk of this article is on the last book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, although there are opening brief comments on the sixth book.]


Incantation is Magick

This book, more than any of the earlier books, has people casting spells right and left. There is almost not a single page that does not mention a spell, especially toward the end. Harry, Hermione and Ron, who travel from place to place throughout most of the book, are constantly casting protective spells so that Voldemort's forces will not detect them. This is amusing in a grim way because protection spells are quite customary to the world of the occult. At one point, Hermione walks "in a wide circle . . . murmuring incantations as she went" (272). In occult practice, circles are cast so that magick and spells can be done inside them, since the circle is believed to provide protection.
In an attempt to de-emphasize the spells in Harry Potter, some have claimed that the magic in these books is "mechanical," meaning that supernatural forces are not called upon in the spellcasting. However, the events undeniably imply a connection with something beyond the natural because supernatural effects result from the spells. The results are not "mechanical" at all.
Others, such as author John Granger, claim that incantational magick is not the same as invocational magick, and that since incantations are used in Harry Potter but not invocations, one must therefore dismiss the use of spells in the books. 
However, both incantations and invocations are part of practicing occult magick, and sometimes these terms are used interchangeably. When Voldemort is approaching Hogwarts at the book's end, Flitwick, the Charms master (charms are yet another occult tool) "started muttering incantations of great complexity. Harry heard a weird rushing noise, as though Flitwick had unleashed the power of the wind into the grounds" (601). It certainly sounds as though Flitwick's incantations summoned some sort of power beyond the natural!
Merriam-Webster online states that incantation is "a use of spells or verbal charms spoken or sung as a part of a ritual of magic" (http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/incantation), and gives the first meaning for invocation as "the act or process of petitioning for help or support," with the second meaning similar to the first one, and the third meaning being "a formula for conjuring" with incantation as a synonym (http://www.m-w.com/dictionary/invocation). A dictionary on witchcraft states that doing a spell "consists of words or incantations" done along with a ritual, actions performed "while the words are spoken;" sometimes, the incantation can be a chant, also called a charm (Rosemary Guiley, An Encyclopedia of Witchcraft [NY: Checkmark Books, 1999], 317, 53). 

Another source defines spells as incantations, which are a "written or spoken formula of words supposed to be capable of magical effects" (Lewis Spence, An Encyclopedia of Occultism [NY: Citadel Press Book; Carol Publishing Group, 1996], 377). The entry on spells discusses various forms (Ibid., 377-78), including curses, a word found throughout Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, indicating a spell. The concept behind the use of incantations in spells is that there is a connection between the words and the objects or actions that the words signify; this is a very common view in the occult, and the reader sees it plainly in the Harry Potter books.
The difference between invocation and incantation is only one of degree: a magickal invocation uses incantations, and an incantation used for spellcasting is by definition a spell and part of the magickal arts (including enchantments), acts denounced and forbidden by God (Deuteronomy 18.10,11; Isaiah 47.9-12; Ezekiel 13.18; Acts 13.6-11, Acts 19.19; if one recognizes that incantations are also part of sorcery, then we must add Leviticus 19.26, 2 Kings 17.17, 21.6; 2 Chronicles 33.6, Galatians 5.19-21, and Revelation 9.21, 18.23, 21.8, 22.15) . How can doing magickal incantations be accepted in a Biblical worldview? An incantation done for spellcasting, as in the Harry Potter books, is part of doing occult magick, whether one is deliberately invoking spirits or not.
Furthermore, doing an incantation in order to effect a magickal outcome will naturally bring contact with spirits. This is true with all occult practices, including divination (such as astrology, tarot card reading, palm reading), because these practices invite contact with spirits (i.e., fallen angels), whether or not that is the practitioner's intention. Virtually every astrologer, tarot card reader, psychic, and witch that I knew when I was an astrologer had spirit guides, including myself, even if at first we were not looking for it. Having spirit guides is integral to occult practice.
Occult concepts and worldviews are present in all the Harry Potter books (see CANA articles on the earlier books for specific examples). Dumbledore's brother, Aberforth, explains to Harry that their sister, Ariana, became "unbalanced" because her "magic . . . "turned inward and drove her mad, it exploded out of her when she couldn't control it" (564). Her actions caused her mother's death (565). Teachings on using magick emphasize discipline and control. It is not uncommon for occult teachings to advise that using magick is dangerous and can be destructive if used wrongly, or warn of danger if the person is not ready for what they are attempting to do (this is also taught about the use of other "energies" in New Age practices, and an energy called kundalini in Hinduism).
Ollivander, the wandmaker, tells Harry that a true wizard can "channel your magic through almost any instrument" (494). This is the view of magickal tools used in the occult; the tools themselves are usually considered extensions of the practitioner. Ollivander also discusses how a wand "chooses the wizard" and that a "conquered wand will usually bend its will to its new master" (494). This implies a spirit controlling the wand, because a wand, as an object, cannot have a "will." How is this "mechanical magic?" Well, of course, it is not. 

Death Lite 

The word "deathly" in the title certainly lives up to its name in this last book as the reader sees deaths pile up from the beginning. In Chapter 16, Harry and Hermione encounter a quote on Harry's parents' tombstone from 1 Corinthians 15.26 about death as "the last enemy" to be destroyed, but what does this mean in light of the following examples, starting with the first book, that minimize death or even present death as friendly?
In the first book, when Harry Potter learned that alchemist Nicolas Flamel and his wife would die after the Sorcerer's Stone has been destroyed, Harry is comforted by Dumbledore who tells him, "After all, to the well-organized mind, death is but the next great adventure," (297). This is repeated later by Harry to his friends, Ron and Hermione (302).

Message: Death is an adventure.
In the fifth book, Dumbledore says to Voldemort, who seeks immortality, "...your failure to understand that there are things much worse than death has always been your greatest weakness" (181).
Message: There are worse things than death.
The front page of the seventh book has two quotes that give very pagan views of death. One is The Libation Bearers by Aeschylus that includes the line, "We sing to you, dark gods beneath the earth." The other poem, "More Fruits of Solitude" by William Penn, with the line, "Death is but crossing the world, as friends do the seas; they live in one another still," declares that even when friends die, they live on because friendship is immortal. As one of my friends noted, this is more like a Hallmark card than the Bible. There is nothing Biblical about either one of these poems about death.
Message: Pagan views of death are given as truth.

Additionally, the books give the idea that one can communicate with the dead. This is a theme found in all the books, not only with the Hogwarts ghosts being the ghosts of actual people who have died, but also when Harry has encounters with the dead. After Hermione expresses doubt that the Resurrection Stone can raise the dead, Harry reminds her that in the duel with Voldemort (in the fourth book), his wand "made my mum and dad appear . . . and Cedric." Hermione responds that they were not really back from the dead but were only "pale imitations." However, she does not deny that Harry's dead parents really did communicate with him. 
This contact with the dead is more blatant later in the book when Harry is going to meet Voldemort in the forest to let Voldemort kill him. Harry turns the Resurrection Stone over in his hand three times, and his dead parents, Lupin, and Sirius appear, "neither ghost nor truly flesh" (698). Nevertheless, this is presented as a very real encounter and Harry has conversations with these people who are conscious that they are dead. Lupin even regrets that he had to leave his young son behind (699-701). Harry meets the deceased Dumbledore in a place that is described as "warm and light and peaceful" (722). These encounters are offered neither as dreams nor as imaginary. 
Defenders of the books who know that God forbids communication with the dead may attempt to say this is metaphor, but that is not how it is presented. And adults know that children would take it as it is written -- literally. 

Furthermore, Dumbledore imparts important information to Harry that he does not know nor could have known; so clearly the reader is meant to believe that the dead Dumbledore is actually communicating with Harry. Otherwise, where else would Harry be getting the information? Even though Dumbledore agrees with Harry that "it is happening inside your head," he adds, "Why on earth should that mean that it is not real?" (723). Nothing in the text indicates the conversation between Dumbledore and Harry or the information exchanged is imaginary or is a metaphor. 
Message: One can receive contact from and communicate with the dead, and it's helpful and good. (Of course, this is the message the mediums would like you to believe? see CANA article on Spirit Contact).
In Deathly Hallows, the title derives from a children's tale of three brothers who come to possess certain objects called the Deathly Hallows that supposedly help them avoid death. The third brother, who is the "wisest" and "humblest," chooses the Invisibility Cloak so he can hide from death, and he is the only brother who succeeds in cheating death for his lifetime. When he is old, he gives the cloak to his son and he "then greeted Death as an old friend, and went with him gladly, and, equals, they departed this life" (409ff). This story of the brothers is about cheating death with magickal objects, but Harry discovers that the Hallows are real, and the Invisibility Cloak inherited from his father is the cloak in the Hallows story.
Message: Death is an "old friend."
Harry speaks with the dead Sirius in the forest who, when asked by Harry if dying hurts, responds, "'Dying? Not at all,' said Sirius. "Quicker and easier than falling asleep.'"
Message: Death is "easier than falling asleep."
After Harry seems to have died (although Dumbledore tells him he has not died), Harry encounters Dumbledore who tells him "You are the true master of death, because the true master of death does not seek to run away from Death. He accepts that he must die, and understands that there are far, far worse things in the living world than dying" (720-21). That one must "master" death is an occult view.
Message: One can "master" death and there are worse things than death.
We cannot take the quotes on the tombstones out of the book's context in view of the other quotes on death, which are given solemnly to Harry by his "father figures," Dumbledore and Sirius, with similar messages from Dumbledore to Voldemort, and via the Hallows story. One tombstone quote, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also" (325) really does not tell the readers anything unless they know the Biblical context. It could mean anything to anyone. Harry, in fact, doesn't understand it (326). 
The quote on the tombstone for Harry's parents, "the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death" is meaningful only in its Biblical and Christian context. But no Biblical citation is given for either quote. Harry thinks the quote is something a Death Eater would say, but Hermione explains that it means, "living beyond death. Living after death" (328). Harry's response is morose; he broods on the fact that his parents' "moldering remains lay beneath snow and stone, indifferent, unknowing" and wishes that he could be "sleeping under the snow with them"(328-29). 
Later, after Harry's brush with death, he has an experience that implies life after death, which is essentially the message Hermione gave him at the graveyard, when he encounters his deceased parents, and a dead Dumbledore, Lupin, and Sirius. But the message that there is life after death is common in many beliefs and societies, going back to ancient pagan cultures; there is nothing particularly Christian about it. In fact, the other quotes about death give very unchristian messages about death. 
A couple of quotes from the Bible do not a Christian message make. When I was an astrologer, I often quoted the Bible in articles I wrote for various New Age publications. In fact, it is quite common for occult and New Age sources to quote the Bible. Psychics and tarot card readers may pray to God before a reading. Occult rituals in folk magick often recommend saying or doing something three times in imitation of the Trinity. Occult superstition is even practiced by Christians. A common example we see today is an email sending a prayer or Bible verse and asking the recipients to forward it to x number of people for "good luck," to "get a blessing," or gain some other benefit. Sometimes, the recipients are told that misfortune will befall them if they do not forward the email on. This is essentially a product of occult belief in the forces of luck and misfortune, or the need to placate the "gods" of fortune.
While death should not be the worst thing for a Christian, it is certainly astonishing for a Christian to agree that death is not the worst thing for someone who has not been redeemed. Yet millions of children (and teens and adults) who do not know Christ have read or will read these words that death is a "friend," death is like falling asleep, and death is an adventure. 
[Fiction and fantasy are neutral and can be fine vehicles for literature, but fantasy and fiction are given shape by their content. Fiction can be quite influential, especially on children. Note: Magic is spelled here as "magick" to refer to occult magick; "pagan" is used in the generic sense to refer to non-Christian or pagan beliefs of the ancient world rather than to modern Neopagan religions. The bulk of this article is on the last book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, although there are opening brief comments on the sixth book.]

The Patronus Spell
John Granger, who has written on Harry Potter, says that the spell Harry casts to conjure his guardian spirit, Expecto Patronum, means that Harry is saying, "I wait for the Lord." However, patronus (patronum is the form for the direct object) means, especially in this context, guardian or protector. 
Mariella Bozzuto, a Harry Potter fan who has a Master's degree in Latin, states that Expecto Patronum means "I await a patron" but in the context of Harry Potter, means something closer to "I await a guardian spirit." She acknowledges that the word patronus is related to the word pater, "father" in Latin. Bozzuto feels that "Harry is not simply summoning a random guardian; he is looking for his father, or a father figure, or anyone who will play that role for him. . . In a sense, each time Harry uses the Patronus Charm he is crying out: "I want to see my father!'" (http://tinyurl.com/2gkdh2). 

However, Bozzuto apparently does not see any religious meaning here. One must read a spiritual meaning into the text to state that the Patronus indicates "Lord." As for Bozzuto's view that the Patronus spell implies searching for a father figure, it is speculative at best, especially since other characters, including adults, conjure Patronus figures as well.
As pointed out in a previous CANA article, the Patronus spell is similar to conjuring a thought-form or an animal spirit for protection. To turn an occult spell into a metaphor for wanting to see the Lord is a strange concept indeed, and is not supported by the context of the books. One must already presume a Christian meaning to the books and read it into the text in order to theorize such a meaning for the Patronus spell. The clear reading is that the Patronus is a protector or guardian spirit.

Sacrifice of Harry's Mother
Many claim that when Harry's mother, Lily, died to protect her son, this serves as an analogy to Christ dying for us. However, it's explained in the fifth book and the seventh book that Harry is protected because his mother's blood acts as a magical charm (33, 46, 47, 49, book 7). Dumbledore tells Harry that this is why Harry is put into his aunt's home, because his aunt's blood carries the protection since she is the sister of Harry's mother. But this charm wears off at age 17 - making this supposed analogy to the sacrifice of Christ very weak indeed. 
Christ did not die so we could have physical life on earth, but He died so we could have eternal life with God. The sacrifice was the willingness of Jesus to take on unimaginable suffering and death as the penalty for sin. This sacrifice removed God's wrath on sin and provides redemption through faith. Christ's death is not so much a protection as it is a propitiation that offers redemption, and that redemption is applied by grace through faith. To compare the atonement of Christ to Lily's natural instinct to protect her son, and to compare the blood of Christ shed for sins to Lily's blood being a charm only devalues the message of what Christ did on the cross.
Harry A Christ Figure?

Harry's willingness to die towards the end of the book is pointed to as symbolic of Christ's sacrifice. However, it is not even clear that Harry dies (see next section). Moreover, Harry believed he had to die because he contained a piece of Voldemort's soul and therefore, Voldemort could not die if Harry was alive. Harry and Voldemort were tied together in ways that cannot be a parallel to Christ and his complete separation and distinction from Satan.
Moreover, the context of this book and of the whole series is a mixture of occult and secular views, not Christian ones. Every CANA article on the books has demonstrated how these books are not promoting Christian values or worldviews. Without a Christian context - in fact, the context is very unchristian - it is impossible to support the theory that these books give the Christian gospel, as some claim. 
Some have pointed to Christian symbolism in the books, but the meaning of symbols changes over time and in cultures, and these same symbols have also been pagan symbols. Even if one concedes that the unicorn, the stag, the phoenix, etc. are exclusively Christian symbols in these books, of what value is that when the behavior in the books is so distinctly unchristian? 
Speaking of the unicorn, it is the disembodied Voldemort (possessing the body of Prof. Quirrell) who drinks the unicorn's blood in the first book. How in the world is such a grotesque scenario a symbol of being redeemed by the blood of Christ as claimed by John Granger (on a radio program in which I was the other guest)? Christian symbols, images, and terms do not mean the message is Christian. Christian references, if they can be proved to even be such, can be merely cultural or counterfeit, especially when interspersed with occult references that are presented as good.
Despite possessing some good qualities, a boy who is a sorcerer, motivated by revenge, studies the magick arts, and who lies so easily cannot and should not be held up as a sacrificial Christ figure or even as a mere role model.
Harry's Death?

Some claim that Harry figuratively dies in each book, including this one, and is "resurrected." Harry comes close to dying but there is no such thing as resurrection if there is no real death. 
Any correspondence to the death and resurrection of Christ is so beyond possibility that it is difficult even to entertain the idea. (In fact, the Resurrection stone in the book, a magickal Hallows object, brings back dead people, but they are not fully alive and cannot function normally).
The question of whether Harry dies in this book is unclear. After an encounter with Voldemort, in which it seems Voldemort slays him with his wand, Harry finds himself in an unidentifiable place resembling a train station. Here he meets up with the dead Dumbledore who explains to him that Harry has been tied to Voldemort through Voldemort taking Harry's blood (in the fourth book in a ghastly and gruesome ritual) and so has kept himself alive. Dumbledore tells Harry, "I think we can agree that you are not dead" (712). 

Given that Dumbledore tells Harry he is not dead, it seems that he (Harry) did not die but was close to dying, temporarily between life and death.
Good Means You Get the Results You Want

Harry, as the hero, should model behavior that we would want children to learn from or emulate. Although Harry does do some good things, such as saving his enemy Draco Malfoy, and Harry shows courage in many situations, Harry has no remorse and few consequences from lying and cheating; he seeks revenge in many cases; he hates; and he can be cruel (examples of this behavior are documented in other CANA articles on Harry Potter). Being brave and loyal to friends is admirable, but these qualities by themselves are not moral since anyone -- good or bad -- can be brave and loyal. 
Before we can say the books are about good versus evil, we have to see what the good is and how it is defined. It is apparent in this book, and in the others, that good is based on how things turn out -- the ends justify the means. This is pragmatism, a philosophy in which any action can be rationalized for what is perceived as a good or useful end. But it is not about what is good so much as what is expedient. Harry cannot be a good hero simply by being the hero; and skillful fighting with spells is neither admirable nor good, especially since magick is neutral in the books but is denounced by God.
I can already envision the emails that will come in response to this article (partly because I have received such emails in the past) - emails defending Harry because of all the great things he has done. It seems that this justifies any immoral actions on Harry's part. This is the kind of thinking prevalent today, and it is coming mostly from young people who email me. Does not that kind of reasoning and justification disturb anyone else? 
Questions for Christian Parents and Readers

The popularity of the Harry Potter books does not give them a pass. Test all things; hold fast what is good (1 Thessalonians 5.21). Questions for Christian parents and readers are: Would Christians be okay with the books if they weren't so popular? What if these books were barely known? Would Christians normally think that books about a boy, motivated by revenge and using the magic arts, are good for children to read, and that books full of themes of death and torture are okay for children? What a contrast we see between a series promoting a hero who uses occult arts with Acts 19.18-19, which tells us that former practitioners of magick, upon their faith in Christ, burned their very valuable books. Not only were they renouncing their practices, they destroyed books worth a hefty amount of money (verse 19 tells us the total is "fifty thousand silver coins" or drachmas, equivalent then to 50,000 work day wages, or today to about $10,000 U.S. dollars). This was not about book burning, but rather was a demonstration that they no longer placed any value on their former practices. It was a visible and public sign of cutting ties with their past. They had come to know the One with the highest value of all: Jesus Christ, and the redemption by grace through faith in Him. Explaining away magick as a metaphor goes against the straightforward narrative and the clear, literal reading of the text, especially when specific occult practices and examples are referenced such as divination, astrology, casting spells, potions mixed for spellcasting, numerology, communication with the dead, amulets, charms, and occult/pagan views of death. There are positives in the books: adventurous story lines, comedy, Harry and his friends doing good things for others, Harry's bravery, etc. However, the books also contain disturbing and macabre material, questionable moral actions, endorsement of occult practices, and other material inappropriate for young people. 
Bible Passages 

For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. Matthew 12.34
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. Ephesians 5.4
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Colossians 3.8
Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. Ephesians 4.29
And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. Acts 19.19
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Romans 12.14
See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one another and to everyone. I Thessalonians 5.15
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. Romans 12.19

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. Titus 2.11-14 

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows – Part I – The Movie Grim
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterMovieGrim.html 

By Marcia Montenegro, November 2010
[Note: This is not a typical movie review but an overview of the occult and otherwise objectionable themes in the movie. For more information on the story this movie is based on, please see the CANA article on the book.]
Much like the book by J. K. Rowling that this film is based on, the movie is quite bleak and violent. It opens with Hermione reading a newspaper headline, "Whole Family Murdered." We can only be grateful that she is just reading this and we are not seeing it, because it only gets worse.

Violent and fearful images

Harry and his friends, Hermione and Ron, are under constant attacks throughout the movie. These attacks are very violent and involve explosions, a lot of spell-casting, torture, blood, maiming, death to both Harry's friends and others, and frightening creatures and apparitions.

Early on, we are in a room with the villain Voldemort and his cronies where an unfortunate woman is suspended more or less upside-down from the ceiling. She was sympathetic to Muggles (non-magical humans; i.e., humans who are not witches). After several minutes of her being in this state, Voldemort casts a spell that kills her. This is depicted in a brief but very vivid manner. As if that is not enough, Voldemort summons his pet serpent (it is huge and looks quite real and scary) to eat the dead woman. Mercifully, we do not witness the consuming of the victim. At this point, we are still in the early portion of the film!

When Harry visits the town where he was born and his parents murdered, he has brief flashbacks of the murder. He stands at his parent's grave. One reviewer said Harry weeps but I only heard him sniffle, though he looked sad. However, it's hard to tell how Harry feels because the actor playing Harry usually has the same expression on his face all the time, in all the movies.

Later, Harry is violently attacked in a creepy old house by an aged woman who turns into a huge serpent. This is a terrifying scene for any child.  

Harry and Ron are at a lake where they open a locket that is a Horcrux. A Horcrux is an object that has part of Voldemort's soul; it is a way he is trying to keep from being killed. Harry and his companions are on a crusade to find all seven Horcruxes and destroy them. When this locket is opened, a huge wall of smoke-like stuff emerges. Ron sees a vision of Hermione and Harry kissing without any clothes on. This is a trick to arouse Ron's jealousy (which he had recently expressed) but it is certainly rather a racy scene, though the nudity is only partial; however it is clear they are naked and the scene lasts several seconds. 

Later in the story, Harry and his friends are captured by the Malfoy family (the Malfoys serve Voldemort). While Harry and Ron are in a cellar, Bellatrix, an ally of Voldemort's, tortures Hermione. Harry and Ron can her shrieking. In the book, there are a total of ten references in eight consecutive pages to Hermione screaming in pain as she is being tortured. An earlier scene in the film also shows Ron in torturous pain. 

Dobby the elf is injured from an attack and dies in Harry's arms on a beach. 
Spells and wands and more spells

The movie is full of people casting spells right and left. It almost never lets up.
Hermione casts a spell on her parents so that they forget her. This is supposed to be a touching scene, but it is in truth offensive and immoral. One of the principles of modern witchcraft is that one should not use one's powers to control anyone. However, in this scene and others (and in the books), a lot of that goes on. Later, Harry and his friends cast spells at the Ministry of Magic and almost every time they are confronted by their enemies. Both the heroes and villains are using magic, but of course, Harry is using magic "for good." This is the philosophy of white magic, or white witchcraft. Casting spells "for good" is unknown to the Bible. Harry, Hermione and Ron camp in the woods in part of the movie. Hermione walks about casting protective spells. Spells of protection are done in the occult; this is not fantasy. 

Wands play such a central role in the plot, that one feels they should get their own credit line! 

Harry is constantly being saved by spells and occult magic or by unexpected, fortuitous contrived events.
Death as an old friend 

The climax of the movie, if one may call it that, comes when the term "deathly hallows" is explained. Harry and his companions had seen a symbol several places but did not know what it was. They discover that the symbol represents something called the deathly hallows. Hermione reads the story of the deathly hallows from a children's book bequeathed to her by the deceased Dumbledore, Harry's mentor (and one might say, the sorcerer of Harry's apprenticeship).

Three brothers come to a river they cannot cross, so they cast a spell to make a bridge. Death is angry because he is used to people drowning when they try to cross. So he offers each of them a gift for their ingenuity. The older brother chooses to have the most powerful wand in the world; the second brother chooses the power to call up the dead; and the youngest brother asks for the ability to hide from death, and so he receives an invisibility cloak.

The story is depicted as a black and white animation, but it is not cheery or charming. The older brother vanquishes opponents but then his wand his stolen and his throat cut, so Death gets him sooner rather than later. The next brother calls up his dead lover, but, unable to abide in the mortal world, she dissolves. Wrenched by grief, this brother hangs himself (we see a black figure hanging). The youngest brother wears the cloak and thus lives to an old age. When he feels ready to leave life, he passes the cloak to his son and then greets Death "as an old friend."
Harry and his pals are told that possessing the three hallows gives one the ability to "master death." Keep in mind, in the film, this story is in a children's book.

In the book, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, Harry discovers that the Invisibility cloak given him by his father is the cloak from the story, and that the deathly hallows are real (this undoubtedly will be included in the final part of the movie).

There are many messages about death in the books, especially in the last book, which are pagan views of death, not Christian ones. This information is given in detail in the CANA article on the book. 
The Bible and spells

When Moses was leading God's people from Egypt into the pagan lands, God warned them not to imitate the practices of the pagans. These practices originated from the worship of false gods. 

"There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD; and because of these detestable things the LORD your God will drive them out before you." Deuteronomy 18: 10-12 (Emphasis added).

There are many such denunciations of occult practices in the Old Testament. Additional passages in the New Testament condemn divination (Acts 16:16-18) and sorcery, which today is called (occult) magic and spell-casting (Acts 13:8-11, 19: 18-20; Galatians 5:20; Revelation 18:23).
Conclusion

This film is not only too scary for young children, but continues the Harry Potter message that casting spells and performing acts of occult magic is acceptable. The story is austere and cheerless, despite attempts at humor here and there. 

Any book or movie that presents occult acts as central to the plot, and elevates to heroism a main character (or characters) who cast spells will ultimately and naturally turn dreary and desolate, as we see in the Harry Potter series.

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows – Part II. And a response to: Is Harry Potter a Christian tale? 
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterDeathlyHallowsPt2_1.html 

http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_HarryPotterDeathlyHallowsPt2_2.html 

By Marcia Montenegro, July 2011
[Note: This is not a review but a movie evaluation of characters, action, and themes from a Christian standpoint, and touches on some themes from the book as well, especially those left out of the movie.]

The themes from part one of this movie continue: violence, a plethora of casting of spells, many people dying, and a very dark, somber atmosphere. Harry, Hermione, and Ron are searching for Horcruxes, objects which contain pieces of Lord Voldemort's soul. Voldemort put parts of his soul into objects to safeguard his life, since these Horcruxes must be destroyed in order to weaken Voldemort enough to kill him.

Occult Themes

Naturally, since Harry is a sorcerer who has honed his abilities over the years at the school for wizards (sorcerers), Hogwarts, it is impossible to get away from the occult arts. There is much spell casting in the movie; most of the encounters of Harry, his friends, and the "good" people with the evil Lord Voldemort and his followers involve using wands and spells.
Early on, a goblin reminds Harry that a "wand chooses its master." This has also been said in earlier books and movies. The idea that a wand chooses its master is an occult view as well as a belief in some areas of the New Age that objects have certain inherent energies or powers that will draw a person to that object. In the occult, objects can allegedly be infused with power through rituals and incantations. 

In the New Age, it is believed that one can impart one's energy into a crystal through meditation and visualization. This makes the crystal one's own, and supposedly the crystal will then have a special tie with the person, protecting and/or enhancing its owner's health, mind, or spirituality (depending on the type of crystal). The writer of this article did this very thing with a crystal given to her when she was in the New Age. She was advised on the steps and told that doing these steps would align the crystal with her vibrations.
Believing that there is an energy or power that can draw objects and people together is a central idea common to both the occult and the New Age.
When Harry wants to know about a diadem (a crown), his friend Luna tells him that it is so old that no one alive has seen it, so they must talk to "someone who is dead." Harry then converses with the Gray Lady, the spirit of a dead woman (Helena Ravenclaw) who roams Hogwarts. She doesn't really give much of an answer, so this part seems unnecessary. 
In the book but absent from the movie is the tale of Dumbledore's sister, Ariana, who died tragically because her magic became too powerful for her. A picture of Ariana is shown in the film but her story is not told. In the book, Dumbledore's brother, Aberforth, explains to Harry that Ariana became "unbalanced" because her "Magic . . . turned inward and drove her mad, it exploded out of her when she couldn't control it" (p. 564). Moreover, her actions caused her mother's death (p. 565). Maybe this was too grim for the movie? This is one reason that nobody can truly judge the Harry Potter books just by viewing the movies.
The Yin and Yang of Harry 

Harry discovers he himself is a Horcrux (by "reading" memories of various people in an object called the pensieve (like "pensive," get it?). When Voldemort tried to kill Harry as a baby, Harry's mother stood between them and the spell hit her and rebounded on Voldemort. In defense, part of Voldemort's soul went into the only live creature, which was Harry (though Voldemort remained unaware of this). This is why Harry can talk with snakes, like Voldemort, and why he has a psychic connection with Voldemort, able to see and hear him at certain times. 
Dumbledore (now deceased) had explained earlier to Snape that Voldemort could never be defeated unless Harry himself is killed since Harry is a Horcrux. All along it seems, Dumbledore knew this but never told Harry. It lends some credence to the words spoken earlier by Dumbledore’s brother Aberforth, that Harry was being used as a pawn. 
This bond between Voldemort and Harry makes Harry and Voldemort sort of a yin and yang. Yin and Yang, the two complementary forces of the universe from the Tao, are considered to be part of each other and they intermingle. Harry has had part of Voldemort in him all along.
To solve this dilemma about killing Harry without Harry truly dying and staying dead, the author has Harry killed later by a death curse from Voldemort, but Harry is able to come back because he has a resurrection stone. 
Violence and Death

Before Harry is killed, he meets up with his dead parents and Lord Sirius in the woods. They assure him they are with him. Harry asks Sirius if it hurts to die, and Sirius tells him that it's "faster than falling asleep." Other death-friendly remarks in the book are not given in the film.

When Harry is killed by a spell from Voldemort, he finds himself in a place with a white light talking briefly with the dead Dumbledore. In the movie, this seems to be almost a fantasy, but in the book, it is very real because Dumbledore gives him information that Harry later discovers is true. 

Harry later revives and there is intense fighting between the two sides using wands and spells. It is very violent with many deaths.
Now that Harry has been officially killed as a Horcrux, and "resurrected," he no longer needs to die since he is no longer a Horcrux (the other remaining Horcrux, Voldemort's serpent, is killed by Harry's friend, Neville Longbottom). There is a dueling wands scene between Harry and Voldemort, and Harry quickly vanquishes his enemy.
Character versus Magic

It seems that Harry and his friends get things done largely through their magic. They control people with spells when necessary (as they do with a goblin to get into the bank), they fight with spells, they use spells to discover things, etc. 

Despite the idea that one must work hard to master spell casting, it seems a lot easier, once you know how, to get things done with this power than to work at things using brains, or to endure things using and building character.
Harry does act commendably when he refuses to leave Draco Malfoy, a follower of Lord Voldemort, in a burning room to die. He rescues Draco and his friends, who then run off. But in the books, Harry's desire for vengeance is paramount and is mentioned often. It is what motivates him in many scenarios (this is not as apparent in the films). He is also hypocritical in the book, asking for truth from characters when in many cases, he himself lies and deceives.
Harry is touted as the hero and as a good person, but he looks good only in comparison to Voldemort and other evil characters. The bad characters are made to look so wicked that almost anyone looks good next to them.

Master of Death

In the book, Dumbledore gives Harry a speech about being a "master of death," though this is not in the movie. Some may want to see a Jesus figure in this, since Jesus conquered death. But being a "master of death" is not vanquishing death.

Mastering death is an occult concept, going back to early Taoism when shamans and sorcerers concocted potions and intricate meditations to build up the invisible chi power within and thus gain health and immortality. This continued as a quest off and on in Taoism, as well as in other non-Christian beliefs. Alchemy, in particular, posited the sorcerer's stone (name of the first Harry Potter book) as a source of immortality. Ancient Egypt and vampire lore also have tales of seeking magic or power to gain immortality.

The desire for immortality is the desire to escape death, which came as a result of sin. Sacrifice and redemption mean little if the awareness of sin is absent. If Harry is a savior figure, what is he saving people from? It is Lord Voldemort and his evil followers. But when Jesus died on the cross, he paid the penalty for sins to save those who believe from eternal death - that is, separation from God.
Jesus did not die to save anyone from Satan, because Satan is not the ruler of death or hell. Jesus is the one who says: "I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades" (Revelation 1:18b). And through faith in Jesus, one has not only escaped the second death but has eternal life with God. 

A Christian Tale?

Much is made of the supposed Christian themes in Harry Potter. This has been addressed in other CANA articles on the Harry Potter books, and answered by writers like Michael O'Brien and Richard Abanes.

Since Harry meets the dead Dumbledore at King's Cross station (at least Harry thinks it looks like it), some have read a Christian meaning into "King's Cross." But this railway station is one of the busiest in London, connecting with many places. 
As pointed out in Harry Potter Wiki, it is appropriate that Harry believes he is there because that is the place where he entered the world of wizardry by going into Platform 9 3/4 to get the train to Hogwarts. It is also the border between the Muggle (non-witches and non-wizards) and Wizard worlds (http://harrypotter.wikia.com/wiki/King's_Cross_Station). 

King's Cross is a real station in London used in the story as a gateway between Muggles and Wizards and, in the last book, life and death. As it is a central rail station in real life where trains from many areas come and go, so it is in the books. 
Harry does let Voldemort kill him after he finds out that he (Harry) is a Horcrux, and thus this will weaken Voldemort. This is a sacrifice. But a general story of sacrifice out of love, though it is an echo of Christ, is not sufficient to say the books are Christian. Many books have these themes. It is more accurate to say that the story of Christ is possibly reflected in stories of those who have heard it, or that themes of sacrifice and love derive from a Christian influence on the culture.
Aside from the lack of a true Christian meaning in the books is the fact that the books are very centered on occult arts and power. Casting spells is pivotal to most confrontations in the story and much is made of Harry learning his craft as a wizard. 

Many claim the spell casting and other occult arts are merely plot devices. I have, however, over the years, carefully noted where real occult concepts and practices are in the books (sometimes given different names). This is documented, with specific references to the books, in previous CANA articles on Harry Potter. By this, I am not claiming that J. K. Rowling deliberately did this. In fact, I think she is unaware of what the occult really is and from what she has said in interviews, does not seem to believe in its reality. I think she has inserted ideas she has read or heard of without understanding there are spiritual dimensions to these practices.
Think about it: Would you as a Christian, knowing Deuteronomy 18:10-14, and wanting to write a story with a Christian message then choose to make the hero a young boy who goes off to a school to learn to cast spells, divination, contact the dead, and include numerous and often positive references to astrology, amulets, charms, numerology, and magical potions? All of these activities exist and people make use of them today. Such a scenario is not even rational; yet in defense of these books, numerous people are dismissing or telling others to dismiss the occult activities so prominent in the books as mere plot enhancers. 
A theme of sacrifice, love, and resurrection amidst the promotion occult practices and concepts does not send a gospel message nor does it allude to Christ, who would certainly not accept, much less endorse, that which is condemned in scripture.
Moreover, these books have led many to investigate the occult (I know this from my email and others, like writer Richard Abanes, have documented it). It is fact that the popularity of these books led at least four publishers to announce in 2001 that they would start putting out similar books with heroes who are wizards, witches, or something similar. Since then, a proliferation of books, cartoons, and movies have been produced in which practicing spells or using psychic powers is not a bad thing, but a good thing.
If Harry Potter is a Christian book, then why is it that due to Harry Potter, children badgered a pagan society in the UK with questions about witchcraft and white magic? Why did I get emails asking if there is a real Hogwarts, and could I please direct them to information on how to learn white magic? 
Why is it that Harry Potter displays in bookstores included books for children and teens about the occult and how to practice it? I saw this over and over again each time a Harry Potter book came out, and even purchased some of these books for examination. These books gave information on actual occult concepts and practices, and, in some cases, directions on how to perform spells. I also tracked some of the numerous websites that popped up in connection with Harry Potter giving instructions on numerology (one allegedly run by Hermione) and spells, many of which were frequently linked to zodiac sites (as a former astrologer, I was particularly distressed at this). It should be stressed that these books and websites were written for and marketed to young people.

Dialoguing with Harry Potter Fans

Even if one does not believe there are authentic Christian themes in the books, one can use the themes of death and sacrifice to talk about Christ. One can ask: What would Jesus have to say about casting spells? What would Jesus say about power?

Jesus upheld the Old Testament as God's word. Being part of the Trinitarian Godhead, Jesus is always in unity with the Father. Therefore, just as Moses passed on God's command that one must avoid all occult arts such as casting spells, divination, contacting the dead, consulting mediums, spiritism, and so forth, so would Jesus uphold this. 
There is nothing in the Bible about seeking to build power or gain power. Rather, God tells people that He alone is God and has power over everything. We are told that after his ascension, Jesus is at the right hand of God (a position of power and authority), "having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him" (1 Peter 3:22; also, Colossians 2:15). He is "the head over all rule and authority" (Colossians 2:10).
In Harry Potter, Harry is seeking to gain power over Voldemort. But with Christ it is opposite: one who believes in Him as the Savior seeks Christ's strength, not one's own, because man's power against evil is puny since he himself is infected by it. Only because Christ atoned for sins through his death and gives us his life through his resurrection can one be free of the infection's power and from the penalty of sin (evil) through trusting him.

"There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD; and because of these detestable things the LORD your God will drive them out before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do so." Deuteronomy 18:10-14

"For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day." John 6:40
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By Marcia Montenegro
There are enough reviews and articles about "Harry Potter and The Sorcerer's Stone," to make it unnecessary for this article to discuss the money the movie is taking in, the actors, or the storyline. That information will not be covered here. There is also an analysis on this website of the book this movie is based on. [See CANA article on first Harry Potter book]. 

This is not a movie review but rather an evaluation of the movie, especially for parents of younger children who are wondering if they should take their children to see it. This evaluation is made with children in mind, not with the adult viewer in mind. The books are marketed to ages 9-12; this movie is not a kiddie movie. However, many younger children are being taken to the movie. Keep in mind the movie is rated PG, not G, and for good reasons. 
The Good Points 

The movie has some good acting, especially on the part of the actor who plays Prof. Snape. This performance is probably something that an adult or teen viewer would appreciate more than a child, however. There are humorous moments, usually with Hagrid, which will make children laugh. There is also adventure and suspense that will appeal to children, as well as special effects. All of this is enjoyable and, if one could ignore the focus of the story, it would seem almost innocent. However, that brings us to the negative side of the movie. 

The Negatives 

First of all, there are several scary scenes – too scary for children under the age of 8 or even 9, and definitely too scary for 6 or under. In fact, I would strongly advise parents of children under 8 or 9 to see the movie first before deciding if their children should see it. 

Scary or disturbing scenes for young children include: the death of Harry's mother shown as a flashback; a dark robed frightening figure drinking unicorn blood in the forest, witnessed by Harry; the troll chasing Hermione; the scene where the 3-headed dog wakes up and goes after Harry, Ron, and Hermione; the children ensnared and becoming strangled by devil's weed; the live chess scene; and the most disturbing scene of all and quite scary, when Voldemort is revealed at the end. As a mother, I would not have allowed my son to see the movie, due to these scenes alone, if he had been under the age of 9. 

The focus of the movie is, after all, Harry learning the occult arts. There is no way around this fact. He is not in a fantasy world except in part; actual occult practices are implied or shown, even if incomplete, such as casting spells. Harry gazes into a mirror and sees his dead parents, who respond to him. In the mirror, Harry sees his dead mother putting her hand on his shoulder. Ghostly figures glide in and out of rooms. There is something disturbing about the fact that all these children are there to learn the occult, and perhaps because of this, an eerie atmosphere pervades the movie. Seeing children practice spells and being happy when they work may cause Christian parents concern. This will not bother those who practice the occult; in fact, they may be disappointed that the occultism isn't as realistic or hardcore as it should be. But this focus on spells and magick brings a darkness to the movie. 

In one scene, Harry, Hermione, Neville, and Malfoy are sent to the Forbidden Forest with Hagrid as a punishment. It is one of the few times Harry gets punished. The Forbidden Forest is called "forbidden" for a reason; the children have been told clearly not to go there because it is dangerous, yet the authority figures send them there as a punishment! Even worse, Hagrid has Harry and Malfoy go off alone with Hagrid's dog, Fang, (in the book, it is Harry and Hermione who go with Hagrid while Malfoy and Neville go with Fang; later, Harry is with Malfoy and Fang without Hagrid) to search for a wounded unicorn, while Hagrid goes another way with Hermione and Neville. What kind of adults are these who are running the school? 
Harry breaks rules in this movie, as he does in the book. Much is made by another writer that Harry breaks rules for a higher purpose, but I am unaware of this ethic in the Bible except to save lives. For example, the children are learning to fly their brooms and one of the students, Neville, is injured. The teacher tells the children that she will take Neville to the nurse and the children are told in no uncertain terms to stay on the ground or they will be punished by being expelled. She leaves and Malfoy Draco, Harry's nemesis, finds an object that belongs to Neville. After refusing to give it up to Harry, Malfoy gets on his broom and flies off with it. Harry pursues him, although Hermione tells him not to and reminds him of what the teacher has said. Harry retrieves Neville's object, and is welcomed back with cheers from the other students. However, there was no real reason to do this. Harry was not protecting or rescuing a person; he was recovering an object. This was a nice thing to do for Neville, but does it justify disobeying a strict rule given by the professor, a rule that was clearly given with safety in mind? To teach children that it is okay to break a rule that is given for safety's sake for something like this does not make sense. Let's put this ethic to work in a more familiar situation. Your child is on the playground at school and another child is hurt. The teacher must rush off to the nurse's office and tells the children to stay put (I realize there would probably be other teachers or aides around, but for the sake of illustration, let's say there aren't). A class bully picks up a toy belonging to the absent injured child and rushes out into the street with it. Would you want your child to pursue the bully to get the toy back? Yet the same principle behind this action is what is illustrated in the book and in the movie, and we are told by those who defend Harry Potter that this is okay. 

Is Harry punished? Not at all. In fact, when another professor sees Harry expertly retrieve the object on his broom, he is summoned and told that he will be the new Seeker for the Quidditch team. His disobedience, which was unnecessary (he was not saving a child from injury or death), ends up as a reward for him. Harry also uses the invisibility cloak to sneak into places where he is not supposed to go. 

The children are often aided by Hagrid, a consistent rule-breaker. Hagrid is supposed to be loveable and funny, but I found this deceptive. If Hagrid really loved children, he would not put them at risk nor would he encourage them in deception, which he often does. I found a mixed message in Hagrid in both the books and the movie: he is portrayed as a friend who cares about the children but he does things that endanger them and he is a dishonest character. In fact, in an early scene, Hagrid punishes the Dursleys, Harry's aunt and uncle, by doing a spell that puts a pig's tail on their son, Dudley. This seems to be done for laughs, but it is a cruel action. It is true that Dudley is rude and spoiled and thoroughly unlikable, but is hurting someone you don't like a lesson to teach children? Hagrid is not supposed to do magic, of course, but he does anyway. Breaking rules is almost a virtue in the books and the movie. 
Just Fantasy 

Many people defend the HP books and the movie as being "just fantasy" or "just fiction." However, fantasy and fiction are often vehicles for ideas. Both books and movies can have strong imagery or messages that impress the mind. A movie especially can have powerful images that affect us on many levels. These effects are not always visible and are not always immediate. How can we know exactly how someone is being affected inwardly? We can't know that. That is why it is so important to be selective about what we put into our minds, whether it's words from books or visual graphics from movies (see Philippians 4:8). 

In particular, some of the imagery in this movie is too dark and scary for young children. Just because a child sees a movie and seems okay does not mean it is not affecting them in some way. 

I remember seeing a movie at age 10 that vividly portrayed the story of a woman, a young mother, who was executed in California. The movie was about the efforts to stop the execution, but these efforts failed. At the last minute, her lawyer arrives with papers to stop the execution, but it is too late. The doomed feeling I got from this movie was very powerful, and for months I pondered the sad fate of this woman. To this day, I can remember the fear and sadness from that movie, fear and sadness that I was not old enough to handle. Outwardly, I said nothing, and I am sure my parents had no idea this movie affected me. In fact, when I was an adult, I told my mother about this, and she said that she did not realize the movie had bothered me. 
The Movie is misleading about the Book 

Despite the fact that all reviews declare the movie to perfectly portray the book, there are at least two things left out of the movie that might mislead someone who thinks the movie is including everything from the book. 

The first is when Harry meets the centaur in the forest. In the book, the centaur talks approvingly about astrology. This is completely left out in the movie. The second one is towards the end when Dumbledore tells Harry that Flamel will die. In the book, Harry is told, "To the well-organized mind, death is but the next great adventure." Harry repeats this statement a few pages later to Hermione and Ron, so it is a key passage. It is a key passage, as well, to the message of an occult worldview, as death is often considered an adventure or journey to a pagan afterlife like Summerland (a belief held by many Wiccans and Neopagans today), a place to be before re-entry via reincarnation, a place to become more spiritually wise, or some other realm. Why is this line in a children's book? What is the point of it? Though Christians look forward to being with Christ after death, Christians do not attempt to make death appealing, especially for non-Christians. The fact that this line is left out of the movie makes me wonder several things: Did the director think this line was too strong for children? If so, then why is it in the book? If they are trying to be true to the book, why is such an important line left out? Are they hiding it from parents who might see the movie but not read the book? 

Desensitization 

Many children will see this movie and enjoy it; many parents will see it and have no qualms about it. If this article is warning about the movie, how could this be? In our culture today, we have become desensitized to dark things, to the bizarre, to fudging the rules, and are resistant to the idea of absolute good and evil. In fact, most people do not believe in absolute good and evil. This is true even in the Christian community to a certain extent. 

Conclusions 

I believe strongly in Christians being able to reach the culture and being aware of what is around us. However, we need not expose our children to everything the culture has to offer. I am often told that Harry Potter is just a story, that it is fiction. Being a former Literature major, I am quite aware of what fiction is. In fact, I am so aware of what fiction is that I realize what a powerful vehicle it can be to convey ideas and messages, whether the intention is there to do it or not. 

The impact of Harry Potter is not just on individuals, but on the culture as well. Because of its success, four major publishers are coming out with book series with witches as heroes. Three of these are aimed at teens, and one is aimed at pre-teens. Look for more books and movies like this in the future, except my guess is that they will get darker over time, just as the Harry Potter books are getting darker. 

If you are a Harry Potter fan, please understand I am not attacking the books or the people who like them, nor do I advocate burning them. I do believe in giving a response to the books and movie, outlining the areas of concern. The Harry Potter books and movie are not innocent fun or harmless fantasy. If you want to debate this with me, please read both my Harry Potter articles first, and be aware that I have been challenged on this on live radio, at talks, and in person, and I have responded.

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Chamber of Secrets
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterChamber.html 
By Marcia Montenegro
[Note: As noted in my evaluation of the first Harry Potter movie, this is not a movie review but rather an evaluation of the movie, especially for parents of younger children who are wondering about the movie's contents. This evaluation is made with children in mind, not with the adult viewer in mind. The movie is rated PG, though some scenes border on a PG-13 rating, in my view. The writer is a former professional astrologer and formerly involved in various occult practices.] 

Good Points 

There is a lot of action and suspense, along with some humor -- especially the kind of humor children enjoy -- though Prof. Lockhart's vanity provides some good laughs for adults. There is good acting by some characters, mostly on the part of those who play unlikable characters (the roles of Lucius Malfoy and Filch), and by Alan Rickman who plays Prof. Snape. Unfortunately, these parts are brief. 

Scary Scenes 

There are several scenes too intense and scary for younger children, especially under age 10. I would strongly suggest that no child under age 8 see this movie, and I have strong reservations about saying that even children 9 and 10 could see it. Some of the scary scenes include giant spiders chasing Harry and his friends in order to eat them (this is done in a way that will seem realistic to children); a creepy, ghostly voice heard by Harry; menacing writing on a school wall in red that is suggestive of blood; a fast-moving Quidditch game during which children are almost knocked off their broomsticks; screaming Mandrake plants that appear to be like babies, which will eventually be killed to make a potion to heal petrified students; a hanged ghost is suspended above a student who has been petrified; Harry and his friends drink a magical potion to turn into other people; a ghostly girl who haunts the girls' bathroom tells how she died; a cat that has been hung (it turns out to be petrified, not dead, but it looks dead and presents a repulsive image); petrified students (they look dead); the monstrous basilisk, a giant snake, which chases Harry; and Harry's fight with the basilisk. 
Moral Relativism: No Bad Deed Goes Unrewarded 

The beginning of the movie shows Harry being spirited away (pun intended) from his home with the dreadful Dursleys by his friends Ron and Ron's two brothers. Ron is driving a flying car and Harry escapes in this. Later, Ron and Harry, after having missed the train to Hogwarts, fly this car to Hogwarts. Ron is not supposed to be driving the car; the car itself is an illegal object, since it's a Muggle object that has been enchanted; and the car is seen by several Muggles, a no-no in the world of magic. However, there is no punishment for Ron from his parents: his mother reprimands him and his father dutifully pretends to scold him, clearly finding the adventure amusing. 

At Hogwarts, Prof. Snape tells Harry and Ron that the action of using the flying car would cause expulsion if he could decide. However, Prof. McGonagall gives Harry and Ron rather light punishments. Furthermore, the car itself has been made magical by Ron's father, who is in charge of the department in the Ministry of Magic that is supposed to monitor and fine those wizards/witches who enchant Muggle objects, a violation of the rules. Here we have the person who is supposed to enforce a certain rule and who violates it with no compunction whatsoever. Not only that, he winks at his son doing the same thing. This adult laxity in following or enforcing rules pervades the books. 
There are other violations of rules and/or questionable behavior: Harry and Ron venture into the dark forest, which is against school rules; Harry and Ron use the invisibility cloak to sneak out of Hogwarts, violating a curfew; Harry and his friends drug some cupcakes in order to render Malfoy's friends unconscious, then drag them away to hide them; and Harry and his friends venture into the Chamber of Secrets, which they know is forbidden and dangerous. None of these actions are regretted or punished; in fact, these actions bring Harry fame and reward. 

Harry, Ron, and Hermione make a potion to turn themselves into friends of Draco Malfoy, Harry's nemesis. Hermione is the one who comes up with this idea, and she says that doing this will be breaking about "50 school rules," (this is an exact quote from the book, p. 159, 1999 paperback edition). In the book, Hermione tricks Prof. Lockhart, by lying to him, into signing a permission slip for her to get a normally forbidden book on potions from the library. The movie also leaves out the detail in the book that the children steal ingredients for this potion from a professor. 

Their adventures lead to danger, and at the end of the movie, Professor Dumbledore clearly states that Harry and Ron have both broken school rules, "therefore, it is only fitting that you both receive rewards." This is a quote: I took notes on this and double-checked with someone else, who heard the same thing. In other words, Harry and Ron break the rules and Dumbledore states that due to that, they will be rewarded. [Note: In the book it is not much better. Dumbledore first says to Harry and Ron, "I seem to remember telling you both that I would have to expel you if you broke any more school rules," and then he tells them this: "Which goes to show that the best of us must sometimes eat our words. . . You will both receive special awards for Services to the School and . . . [. . .] . . . two hundred points apiece for Gryffindor" (pp. 330 and 331, 1999 paperback edition)]. 
Spells, Occult Views, and Death 

Naturally, there is spellcasting by both adults and children. In fact, it seems that whenever there is a threat or problem, one only has to cast a spell or use innate magical powers. We see the magical flying car; Harry can speak to snakes (as can Voldemort, the villain); magical potions transform Harry and his friends into other people so they can spy; Harry and Ron use an invisibility cloak; Hermione casts spells to help out; two professors have a spell "duel;" Ron does a spell which backfires on him; the villain uses a magical diary to hypnotize Ron's younger sister into carry out evil deeds for him (Voldemort); Harry magically attacks Voldemort (aka Tom Riddle) by stabbing Tom's diary; and other episodes. 

Death is referred to or hinted at fairly often: the mandrake plants, which are pulled out by students and look like screaming newborns (though with ugly faces), will be boiled and made into a potion; the herbs professor tells the students that the cry of a mandrake can kill those who hear it; there are references by adults to the fact that a student was previously killed in the school and that soon more students may be killed; Harry sees a scene from the past which shows the dead student being carried away on a stretcher; Moaning Myrtle, the dead girl whose ghost haunts the girls' bathroom, tells Harry and his friends how she died; and the petrified cat and students appear dead-like. 

Much will undoubtedly be made of the phoenix that appears in this movie by those who wish to find Christian symbols, since the phoenix dies and rises from its own ashes. However, though the phoenix was once used as a Christian symbol of resurrection, in Harry Potter it clearly is not Christian. The phoenix is also a symbol in the occult art form of alchemy (as well as being a symbol in many non-Christian cultures such as ancient Egypt). Since the very first book is based on the theme of alchemy, it only makes sense to see the phoenix in that context. There is nothing in the books so far to suggest a Christian theme, either implicitly or explicitly. In fact, the themes clearly present occult practices and worldviews, and I believe a clear case for that is made in the CANA articles on the Harry Potter books. 

One cannot make the phoenix, or any other creature, a Christian symbol simply because one desires to. Meanings that are not there cannot be read into the books. The context must be taken into account, as well as the fact that many symbols change meaning over time throughout cultures. 

Similarities between Harry and Lord Voldemort, the villain, are noted in this movie (it is more emphasized in the book). Both speak parselmouth, the language of snakes, for example. Dumbledore tells Harry that Voldemort probably transferred some of his power into Harry when he tried to kill him as a baby. This is similar to the tie between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader, when Luke discovers Darth Vader is his father. This is a classic yin/yang occult view of complementary opposites explained in the CANA Harry Potter articles and in the CANA article, "The Dark Side." 

Conclusions 

As a friend of the writer's stated about this movie: "The use of magic and sorcery is a way of achieving power and status. By altering the normal laws of nature, the characters can be a law unto themselves. Therefore, there is no higher sense of morality. Especially when Harry is commended for breaking rules." 

There is no moral context presented in the movie; rather the message is that the end justifies the means, especially because Harry and his friends lie, steal, and break rules, and yet are rewarded for this in almost all cases. One or two episodes of this behavior would be regrettable, but a constant stream of it is disturbing. Harry is usually rescued by others or by magic in the movie; he rarely relies solely on himself. The flying car helps him and Ron escape the spiders; Hermione makes a potion for them to spy on Malfoy; a ghost gives the clue about the Chamber of Secrets; and, at a crucial moment, the phoenix pecks out the eyes of the basilisk, and then a sword is conveniently presented to Harry in order to slay the basilisk. Although Harry shows bravery in slaying the basilisk, bravery is not enough of a moral quality by itself. Bank robbers and murderers can be brave (and loyal). 

I am going to repeat something said in the evaluation of the first movie, because it cannot be said enough: I believe strongly in Christianity being able to reach the culture and being aware of what is around us. 
However, we need not expose our children to everything the culture has to offer. I am often told that Harry Potter is just a story, that it is fiction. Being a former Literature major, I am quite aware of what fiction is. In fact, I am so aware of what fiction is that I realize what a powerful vehicle it can be to convey ideas and messages. Additionally, the stories refer to actual occult practices. 

"Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets" movie is moral Swiss cheese in an occult context.

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterFire1.html
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterFire2.html
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterFire3.html           

By Marcia Montenegro
[Note: This is an evaluation, not a review, and is done for the purposes of pointing out anything in the movie that could be problematic from a moral and/or biblical viewpoint, and it is written primarily to inform parents. Please do not email me and tell me that I think fantasy is bad, or that because children know the difference between reality and fiction, this movie is okay. I don't think fantasy is bad at all, and I realize most children know the difference between reality and fiction, but that is not the issue here. Please read this first, and my articles on the Harry Potter books as well, before emailing me if you have objections. Thank you.] 
Technically and artistically speaking, this may be the best Harry Potter movie so far. However, it was also the darkest, which is not surprising since the book it is based on, the fourth book in the series, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, is the darkest book of the first four. The PG-13 rating is well deserved. 

Scary Beginning 

As in the book, the movie starts with Harry's dream, which is actually a psychic vision, of Voldemort and two of his aides killing an elderly caretaker. The killing is not shown but implied. 

No movie can include all the details of a book, and quite a lot is left out for this movie from the 734-page book. See my article covering this book, along with the 2nd and 3rd books, at http://cana.userworld.com/cana_morehpotter1.html. For instance, two of Mr. Weasley's sons gamble but Mr. Weasley simply tells them not to tell their mother about it. This is left out, as are many other scenes from the book. 

Sadistic Spells and Death 

The focus on magic is quite strong in this movie, especially in the beginning and at the end of the movie. In the class for Defense Against the Dark Arts, Prof. Moody tells the students that he will show them the 3 "unforgivable" curses, which are spells that 1) command, 2) torture, and 3) kill. An example of this is performed for the students using a rather hideous looking insect as the victim. Even though it's just an ugly insect, the torturing and killing scene is gruesome, sadistic, and unsavory. (It turns out later that this Prof. Moody is not the real Moody, but an imposter who is actually a Death Eater, one of Voldemort's followers). A further sadistic spell is used by Moody on Malfoy, a student. Although Malfoy is Harry's nemesis and adversary, it is hardly an example of morality to show a child being turned into an animal and then sadistically thrown around with the use of magic. In the book, it's made clear that Malfoy is in pain when this is being done. 

The killing curse, called the Avada Kedavra, is perhaps better known as "'Abracadabra." This word has a history. According to one author on the occult, abracadabra is thought to be derived from Abraxas, the name of a demon (Migene Gonzalez-Wippler, The Complete Book of Spells, Ceremonies & Magic, 2d ed. [St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1996], 293). Another author considers Abraxas to the name of a gnostic deity of time, with "the arms and torso of a man, the head of a cock, and serpents for legs," (Bill Whitcomb, The Magician's Companion [St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1994], 401). Gonzalez-Wippler describes him this way as well, though she says he has the head of a hawk (Gonzalez-Wippler, 293). The earliest record of the magical use of Abracadabra is found in a Roman poem on medicine written in AD 208 (293). The word must be written from top to bottom in pyramid form, dropping a letter in each line until the last line at the bottom contains only the first letter, "A," (294). Voldemort uses this spell in the movie (and the book) to kill Cedric, one of the students in the Triwizard Tournament. 

The movie continues in a very focused way on the Triwizard Tournament, which involves Harry and three other students (two from outside witchcraft schools) in a competition involving three tasks that is presented as potentially deadly. "People have died in this competition," the students are told. The minimum age for it is 17, but someone has entered Harry's name, and his name is chosen. Because of the "absolute" rule regarding this choice of names, Harry must participate even though the headmaster, Dumbledore, and others do not think he is ready and actually seem to fear for his life. In other words, those in authority allow a young teenager to risk his life because of the "rule" about the tournament. This is quite ironic in light of the fact that in previous books and movies, some of the authority figures bend or even break the rules for Harry. 
Cheating 

Harry is helped in the 3 tasks by being told what is involved, or by given clues. A friend gives Harry a special plant to swallow so that Harry can stay underwater for an hour in the 2nd task. Harry does not find out things on his own but is given help by others. This cheating is presented more strongly in the book. It turns out that the false Prof. Moody engineered this so that Harry would be in the Tournament to be endangered and later captured. 
Some would say that Harry redeems himself by his acts of bravery during the Tournament in saving people in the 2nd task, and in rescuing another contender during the 3rd task (though this contender, Cedric, gets killed a short while later). While it is true that Harry is brave and unselfish in doing these rescues, it does not negate the cheating (or the emphasis on magic), though the cheating in the book is more pervasive (as is Harry's lying). 

One scene involves Harry in a large spa-like bath where he sits naked while trying to figure out the clue for the second task. Moaning Myrtle, a ghost (she was a student who was murdered several years ago), flits about Harry and gives him hints about the clue, all the while trying to get a peek at his private area. 

Harry is helped by the ghosts of his dead parents, and by the magic in his wand, during the final showdown with Voldemort. 
The Re-Embodiment of Lord Voldemort 

After a frightening run through a large maze in search of the Goblet of Fire, Cedric and Harry end up in a cemetery where Cedric is killed by Voldemort. The portrayal of Cedric's death is vivid and wrenching. There is nothing subtle about it. Later, after Harry brings Cedric's body back to the school grounds (after his death, Cedrick's "ghost" asks Harry to take his body back), the audience sees Cedric and the open-eyed expression of death on his face. Showing this is entirely unnecessary, especially for a PG-13 movie that the filmmakers must know a lot of children under 13 will attend. 

Harry is tied up, and a ritual is performed by Voldemort's aide, Wormtail. In a cauldron, Wormtail places a bone from Voldemort's dead father, cuts off his own hand for the "brew," and cuts Harry's arm deeply, adding Harry's blood to the mix. The disembodied substance of Voldemort is placed in the cauldron and he comes out of it in a bodily, though hideous, form. 

Due to this ritual, which is intensely horrifying in the movie, Voldemort now has Harry's blood in his body. This serves to further strengthen the connection between Harry and Voldemort. They share the feather of the same bird in their respective wands; they both speak parseltongue, the language of snakes; Harry's scar, inflicted when Voldemort tried to kill him as an infant, hurts and burns when Voldemort is near or is after Harry; Harry is able at times to have a psychic vision of what Voldemort is doing; and now Harry's blood runs in Voldemort's veins. 

What is the purpose of this connection? As with the connection between Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader in the Star Wars movies, the connection shows the light and dark side of magic (the Force in Star Wars). This is not about good and evil so much as it is about using power. The source for both the dark powers of Voldemort and for the sorcery of Harry and Dumbledore is the same. The indication in the books is that those who become dark wizards do so from their own will; that is, it is entirely under one's control as to whether one is a dark or white magician. The message is that as long as one chooses to use these powers for good, then one is good. 
The Duel 

Harry and Lord Voldemort engage in a "duel" with their wands. During this encounter, Harry's deceased parents appear in ghostly form and give their son advice so that he is able to cut off contact with Voldemort and flee to the Goblet, which takes him back to Hogwarts. Thus, Harry is aided by magic and by the ghosts of dead people. 

This duel is power versus power, magic versus magic, but how is Voldemort's magic different from Harry's? It is not; the source is the same. Voldemort is always presented as someone who once was a promising student but went over to the "dark" side. Another movie presents the same concept. In "Star Wars: Episode III," the Sith chancellor tells Anakin, the future villain Darth Vader, that the Sith and the Jedi use the same Force, but the Sith go deeper and use it in a more powerful way. So it is with Voldemort, he is casting spells, but uses his power in a malicious manner, thus making him evil. In the Harry Potter stories, the evil lies not in the use of magic or spells, but in one's intentions. 
A Good Hero? 

What is 'good' exactly according to the movie? If Harry is good, then it must be good to use magic for good, since that is what he is doing. In the occult view of magic, power is the ultimate source and magic is neutral; there are no standards of absolute good and evil. Therefore, one's intentions, the results of one's actions, and one's subjective rationalizations for the actions are the measuring rod. But if one bases good on God as absolute good, as taught in His word, then practices such as spirit contact, divination, casting spells, and deception would not be practiced by 'good' characters without remorse and consequences. 

This brings us to the crux of the problem with Harry Potter. It is not that the movies or books present occult practices or immoral actions. It is not just that the story endorses these actions for Harry. The issue is what is the nature of good, and how is it defined? If Harry is good, or is doing good, and if these stories are about good versus evil, then what is this 'good' based on? Where and what is the standard for good? Where is the moral absolute? Does it reside in Dumbledore, who is the head of a school that trains students in real occult arts such as astrology, divination, numerology, magical potions, and casting spells? Does good reside in Harry, who has been shown to lack a moral character and who is gaining power through magic? Does the good depend solely on intentions or outcomes, as the Harry Potter storylines suggest? Or does the good depend on magic itself, the neutral power that enables one to practice light or dark magic? 

One cannot claim the books or movies teach a moral lesson of good versus evil if no clear picture is presented of what this 'good' is, or if a distorted picture of good is depicted. Nor can one say that magic or one's intentions are the standard for good, when it is God who is the only true standard. Since God condemns occult practices (see Deuteronomy 18:10-14), then these practices can never be good, no matter what one's intentions might be. 
Desensitization 

My recommendation is that no child under 14 or 15 should see this movie, and ideally that no one should see it at all. The movie is very dark, contains some obscenities, and offers little that is compatible with God's word or with a Christian worldview. In fact, the movie flouts concepts opposed to God's teachings. The few places where morality is given a pat on the head ultimately drown in a sea of paranormal magic and deception. But due to the gross desensitization in our culture to violence, to darkness, and to the occult, it is more likely that what is shown in this movie will be accepted as "normal." This allows further desensitization, so that the envelope will continue to be pushed just a little more each time, and our children will be exposed to even darker stories and movies until there will be no lines to cross anymore. 

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Order of the Phoenix
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterMovie_Phoenix.html 
By Marcia Montenegro
[Note: This is an evaluation, not a review, and is done for the purpose of pointing out anything in the movie that could be problematic from a moral and/ or biblical viewpoint, and it is written primarily to inform parents. Please do not email me and tell me that I think fantasy is bad, or that because children know the difference between reality and fiction, this movie is okay. I don't think fantasy is bad at all, and I realize most children know the difference between reality and fiction, but that is not the issue here. Please read my articles on the Harry Potter books as well, before emailing me if you have objections. Thank you.]

Evaluation 

The information here, with a few exceptions, is given chronologically according to the events in the film, rather than by topic. Only the most salient features are being conveyed as far as objectionable material goes.
There are several scenes that are rather frightening in this movie, including the beginning when Dementors attack Harry and his cousin Dudley. Dementors are ghostly looking figures with trailing black cloaks and skeletal features who suck out people's joy, but the physical portrayal of this looks like they are sucking out someone's breath.
Another scary scene is when Harry remembers Cedric being killed, an action that took place in the previous book and movie. Harry also keeps having visions of the villain, Lord Voldemort, from time to time, and these visions worsen.
In one scene, a student named Luna tells Harry and his friends that her necklace is a charm to protect her against certain creatures. Charms have been mentioned in previous Harry Potter books. Charms are actually used in the occult and in folk magick as protective items. The usual belief is that the object has been imbued with some kind of spell or energy that gives protection to the wearer (this is also true for amulets). This is the idea behind our popular good-luck charms such as horseshoes, a rabbit's foot, four-leaf clovers, and others.

This movie, like the book it's based on, contains a lot of references to death. Luna tells Harry that a certain horse-like creature that only she and Harry see can only be seen by "those who have seen death." Luna goes on to say that she witnessed her mother's death due to a spell "going wrong" that her mother was casting. 
Since the students are being prevented from actually practicing spells to counter dark magic in their Defense Against the Dark Arts class, Harry contrives to secretly teach several students certain spells to use against those who would attack them. Harry knows Lord Voldemort is back and on the move, and is trying to prepare the students to fight back. 
In one scene, they learn to conjure up their Patronus, a quasi-independent entity, usually appearing as an animal, that acts to protect them. The Patronus first appears in Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. The description of this in the book is reminiscent of what is called in the occult a "thought-form," sometimes considered a familiar spirit, especially if it takes the form of an animal. I learned about this in psychic classes I took in the 80's. A thought-form is a "quasi-independent constellation of psychic elements," conjured up to "act in accordance" with the will of one who conjures it, and which is "reabsorbed" into the person's consciousness when it has done its job (Janet and Stewart Farrar, A Witches' Bible [Custer, WA: Phoenix Publishing, 1996], 93, 240-41, 320-21). The thought-form is considered to be an astral entity, a spirit conjured on the astral plane by someone on the earth plane (Gonzalez-Wippler, The Complete Book of Spells, Ceremonies & Magic. 2d ed. [St. Paul: Llewellyn, 1996], 105). The astral plane, according to some occult and New Age teachings, is a dimension beyond the material plane which can be contacted in dreams, through rituals, or visited by the astral self. The astral plane is also considered to be "the working ground of the magician," (Gonzalez-Wippler, 98).
When Harry is teaching these spells, he tells the students, "Control your emotions and discipline your mind." Control and a disciplined mind are very high on the agenda of doing occult magick and are reiterated in books on practicing magick.
Using spells and magick to fight "dark magick" is called "white magick." This shows that the books are not really about good vs. evil, but more about good magick against dark magick. However, there is no such delineation between white and dark magick in God's view, according to his word. God forbids all spellcasting and magick, and shows that his power is greater (the Bible may use varied terms such as "sorcery," "soothsaying," "enchantment," "witchcraft," "divination," and "incantations"). See Exodus 7:11, 22, 8.7, 18-19; Leviticus 19:26; Deuteronomy 18:10; 2 Kings 17:17, 21:6; Isaiah 47:9, 12; Jeremiah 27:9, Acts 8:9-11, 18-21, 13:6-12, 19:19; Revelation 9:20, 21, 18:23, 21:8, 22:15.
Harry continues to have vivid dreams and visions of Lord Voldemort, finally learning that he has what can only be called a psychic connection to Lord Voldemort. He is told that Lord Voldemort can invade minds and control them, and will try to invade Harry's mind. So Harry takes occlumency lessons from Snape, learning to shield his mind. However, the lessons stop when Harry invades Snape's mind. 

At one point, Sirius, Harry's godfather who was a good friend of Harry's father, tells Harry that we all have good and bad in us, and it depends on what part we choose to act on. This sounds good from a humanistic viewpoint, but is it really true? Can we become good on our own, without redemption and regeneration through faith in Christ? Is it just a matter of choosing to be good? And what is the good based on in this movie? There is no standard or model for good that is given; good is defined simply as that which opposes Lord Voldemort. Is it just that good is less bad than an extreme evil, like Voldemort or Dolores Umbridge? Almost anyone would look good next to them. This is goodness born of relativism.
Dumbledore, the headmaster of Hogwarts, lies to Dolores Umbridge to protect Harry. He says that he told Harry to form the secret group, although he didn't. Of course, many will say this is good as he is protecting Harry, but that begs the question. In what instances can we lie? To protect someone from punishment? To protect someone from feeling hurt? It's very elastic. I get tons of emails from young people defending Harry's and others' lies in the books because Harry and others are doing good. It is almost as though children and teens are thinking that in order to be good, one must lie. For them, lying is totally relativistic, and I think the concept of honesty is not admired or even desired anymore.
In another death scene, Harry sees Sirius die, and he chases Bellatrix, the woman who killed Sirius. This is a very dark and intense scene, and leads to about 20 minutes of the darkest part of the movie and to the climax when Lord Voldemort appears and duels with Dumbledore, using magick. Harry realizes that Lord Voldemort cannot love, and that he, Harry, does love and is loved. This is the power he has and Lord Voldemort doesn't. Much is made of this by some Christians who defend the books, but it is overshadowed by the promotion of casting spells and other occult practices, and by the dark and amoral atmosphere of the books (and by extension, the movies, although the movies leave out a lot of material). 
In the book this movie is based on, Dumbledore explains that when Harry's mother died for him, her death acted as a protective charm that saved him. By placing Harry in his mother's sister's home, Harry was protected further by his mother's blood (flowing in the veins of her sister, Harry's aunt) and thus his safety was ensured. Doing this "sealed the charm" (page 835). Far from being a picture of how Christ saves us through his sacrifice on the cross, as some have claimed (once again, reaching for Christian symbolism), this presents an occult view of what Harry's mother did. Her death was, or became, a charm, an act of magic. If all it takes is love to defeat Voldemort, why do the students need to learn spells? Why does Dumbledore resort to spells to fight the villain? This love theme should not be carried too far.
Conclusion 

I am using some of the same statements I made for the conclusion of the article on the last movie, "Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire," as there is really nothing new to say. The movie is very dark, and offers little that is compatible with God's word or with a Christian worldview. In fact, the movie flouts concepts opposed to God's teachings. The few places where morality is given a pat on the head ultimately drown in a sea of paranormal magic and deception.
But due to the gross desensitization in our culture to violence, to darkness, and to the occult, it is more likely that what is shown in this movie will be accepted as "normal." Very young children were at this movie, including some that looked as young as 3. This allows further desensitization, so that the envelope will continue to be pushed just a little more each time, and our children will be exposed to even darker stories and movies until there will be no lines to cross anymore. 

The Harry Potter Movie: Harry Potter and The Half-blood Prince - Death and Distress
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_PotterMovie_HalfBloodPrince.html 
By Marcia Montenegro
[This is an evaluation of a movie, not a review, and is done for the purpose of pointing out anything in the movie that could be problematic for children from a moral and/or biblical viewpoint, and it is written primarily to inform parents. Therefore, not all aspects of the movie are discussed, and the plot is not covered. Please read any of the CANA articles on the Harry Potter books for further information. Thank you.]

Evaluation 

The tenor of the movie throughout is very dark; except for a few scenes, it even looks like it is twilight most of the time. This matches the dark mood of the story. The movie initiates the viewer into this darkness right at the beginning when hordes of creatures called Death Eaters (who look like scary black ghostly streaks) attack crowds of people in a city and cause a footbridge to fall into the river. 
Other frightening scenes include a Hogwarts student, Katy, who is put under an evil and life-threatening spell. Harry and his friends come upon her lying in the snow. As they try to rouse her, she is suddenly lifted into the air with an agonized look on her face, and then is dropped abruptly and sickeningly to the ground. This is a scene that would actually be disturbing to an adult, much less a child.
At another point, Ron mistakenly drinks some poisoned mead. He collapses, groaning with foam at the mouth. This incident brings Ron close to death, but he recovers. Harry also casts a spell from a spell book on Draco, the student who opposes Harry and later tries to kill Dumbledore. This spell causes Draco to fall in pain, bleeding all over his body. Prof. Snape appears and performs magic to heal Draco. There are other scenes when Harry, his friends, and others are in danger, such as the scene at the Weasley's house when villainess Bellatrix Lestrange and cohorts attack, setting fire to the Weasley home.
There is discussion of Horcruxes. A Horcrux is an object that holds part of someone's soul. A wizard can split his soul, putting it in objects. Voldemort has split his soul into 7 pieces, which he has hidden in Horcruxes. In order to split the soul, Harry is told, the person doing so is required to commit murder.

In one scene, Harry must make Dumbledore drink a potion that causes great pain and suffering to Dumbledore. Even when Dumbledore pleads that he cannot drink anymore, Harry must continue to give it to him (in the book, this scene is actually longer and more excruciating). Not long after this, horrifying-looking skeletal creatures in a lake surrounding Dumbledore and Harry climb from the water and begin to attack, pulling Harry under the water. Dumbledore performs a spell to save Harry and get rid of the creatures (these attacks in the book are more drawn out and more distressing). These repulsive creatures are called Inferi (plural; singular is Inferius) and are actually corpses controlled through dark magic. Inferi is the Latin word to refer to the underworld of the dead or to those who are dead or in the place of the dead.
This movie is based on the book that recounts Dumbledore's death, which is shown very dramatically. Prof. Snape points his wand at Dumbledore and gives the death curse, causing Dumbledore to fall to his doom. Harry is not far away and witnesses this. This is probably the most horrific scene because of the emotional impact on the young fans who admire Dumbledore.
There is spell-casting, of course. Early in the movie, Harry performs a spell to foil a Quidditch player so that his friend Ron makes a good play. Casting spells is shown throughout the movie as though it is as ordinary as having a snack or answering a phone. True to his history of lying and cheating (this is more evident in the books than the movies), Harry cheats by using a spell book for his Potions class that was used previously, and contains answers and advanced magical spells from the previous owner (who later turns out to be Prof. Snape). Having this book causes Harry to win the first challenge in the class, and allows him (albeit immorally) to do well in the course until he's persuaded by Ginny to not use the book any more. But Ginny only persuades Harry to do this because of the severe injury Harry caused to Draco when he cast a spell on him taken from the book. 
Conclusion 

I would not recommend this movie to anyone, especially to children. Even the rather liberal Family Filmgoer in the Washington Post wrote that this movie is "iffy" for those under age 10. Any positive values in the movie, such as Harry's loyalty to his friends, his bravery, or the desire to fight the villains, is sullied by scenes of violence, spell casting (including by the "good" characters), and sorrow. The ending is not uplifting at all. The movie closes with Harry, Ron, and Hermione deciding to seek out the remaining Horcruxes in which Voldemort has hidden bits of his split soul.
The overall tone of the movie is mournful and dark.

Vatican: Christians who buy New Age goods should ask what they seek

http://www.archindy.org/criterion/files/2003/pdfs/20030207.pdf
Vatican City (CNS), February 7, 2003 Vol. XXXXII, No. 17, The Criterion, Central & Southern Indiana, pages 1 and 7

While buying crystals, soaking in a tub with aromatic oils or listening to pipe music does not mean one embraces the New Age movement, the Vatican said Christians who buy the products should ask themselves what they are seeking. "Almost all the things in New Age have a good side", said Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, president of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue.

Music that relaxes you is good, but if this music empties prayer and turns into just listening to music and falling asleep, you cannot call that prayer, he said at a Feb. 3 press conference marking the release of a Vatican "reflection" on the New Age movement.

Cardinal Paul Poupard, president of the Pontifical Council for Culture, which produced the 93-page document with Archbishop Fitzgerald’s office, said the growth of the New Age movement is a response to peoples' longing for "peace, harmony and reconciliation with themselves, with others and with nature." Its success, he said, must be seen as a wake-up call to the Church.

"It is obvious the Church must ask why people go looking elsewhere for that which we believe is our reason for being:

Jesus, the bearer of the water of life", the cardinal said.

The document contrasts the New Age movement’s expectation of a coming "Age of Aquarius", the zodiacal waterbearer, with Christianity’s faith in Jesus as the one who gives the water of salvation and eternal life.

While the New Age label has been placed on everything from music to philosophy, the Vatican document said, in its depths it:

. Opposes institutional religions

. Replaces the Judeo-Christian profession of a personal God with an interconnected cosmic web of energy

. Denies the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, labeling him as just one example of a man who attained enlightenment

. Denies the existence of sin and evil, focusing instead on bad energy or ignorance as the sources of personal and societal ills

. Promotes self-realization and self-redemption, denying that salvation is a gift of God

Father Peter Fleetwood, who worked on the document when he was an official at the council for culture, said that in the

United States and Great Britain the label "New Age" is increasingly replaced by "holistic" sounding terms such as "mind/body/spirit", but the fundamental ideas remain intact.

"In a cultural environment marked by religious relativism, it is necessary to signal a warning against the attempt to place

New Age religiosity on the same level as Christian faith, making the difference between faith and belief seem relative", the document said.
The Vatican offices said the permeation of New Age philosophy, spiritualism and religiousness in Western culture, including mandatory workplace training sessions and Catholic retreat houses, calls for greater attention to the beliefs the movement espouses.

Even when products are sold under a New Age label mainly as a marketing technique, they are sold with an un-

Christian assumption that they can harness positive energy or change negative energy, it said. In embracing elements of ancient pagan religions, some strains of the New Age movement also promote magic and the occult, the document said.

"We should not ignore the fact that magic and sorcery are being promoted in modern culture", said Teresa Osorio Gonçalves, an official of the interreligious dialogue office, who worked on the document. "I think this is why U.S. Protestants reacted so strongly to Harry Potter", the books by J.K. Rowling and the films based on the books. "The Catholic reaction has been more balanced, looking at the impact on children", she said.

"I don’t think any of us grew up without the imaginary world of fairies, magicians and angels - they are not evil", said Father Fleetwood, who now works at the Council of European Episcopal Conferences.

Their uses in the Harry Potter books and films, he said, are "not a banner for an anti-Christian ideology ... but are used to teach the difference between good and evil. I see absolutely no problem with Harry Potter", he said.

On the surface, the New Age concern for the environment and its promotion of interreligious tolerance are positive, Cardinal Poupard said, and they are concerns shared by the Catholic Church. But New Age sees the earth as Gaia, a goddess, and promotes a universal religion in which all traces of the Judeo-Christian God will be erased. 

"What worries me is that many people involved in certain types of oriental or indigenous spirituality are not truly able to be fully aware of what is hidden behind the New Age's agenda", he said. 

Harry Potter books and films are apparently given a clean ticket by Father Peter Fleetwood and a few others.

This ministry, as well as many other Catholic and Protestant ministries, strongly disagrees with them.

There is no dearth of Catholic/Christian information in print as well as on the Internet that gives conclusive evidence that the Harry Potter phenomenon is New Age. -Michael
Michael H. Brown www.spiritdaily.org, www.spiritdaily.net: 
http://www.spiritdaily.net/archive%20pages/Wise_dont_go.htm,
http://www.spiritdaily.net/archive%20pages/Spiritual_war.htm
The Truth about Hitler, Stalin, and Potter as Forces of Evil One
Bishops: Endorsement of Potter Requires Clarification on Teaching
Potter’s Mystical Attraction 
Statement from Priest on Harry Potter Causes Uproar as Public Discerns
'Perfect Storm' of the Occult About to Break with Release of New Potter Book
As Cardinal, Benedict Saw Perils with Harry Potter
Fasting Urged and the Occult Rises Darkly All around Us 
Some Clear-Thinking on Potter: The Devil's Work Is the Devil's Work
Gnosticism and the Struggle for the World's Soul
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/gnosticism_and_the_struggle_for_the_worlds_soul/
http://www.ncregister.com/site/article/into_the_gnostic_wonderland/   

By Fr Alfonso Aguilar LC, National Catholic Register, March 30-April 5, April 6-12, 2003

At the beginning of the third millennium three worldviews compete to conquer the minds and hearts of peoples and cultures, the world's soul: materialistic relativism, Gnosticism and Christianity. The New Evangelization demands a clear-cut separation between Gnosticism and Christianity if we want to bring every thirsty person to the Water of Life*.

*A reference to the title of the 2003 Vatican New Age Document
What do Harry Potter, the Star Wars series, The Matrix, Masonry [Freemasonry], New Age and the Raelian cult -- which claims to have cloned the first baby -- have in common? 
Their ideological soil. Identical esoteric ideas suffuse the novels, the movies, the lodges, the "alternative spirituality" and the cloning "atheistic religion," and this ideological soil has a name — Gnosticism.
"Gnosticism" is an eerie word whose meaning eludes our minds. I often meet Catholics who have heard the term but have only a foggy idea of what it means. Perhaps Gnosticism itself is foggy. Yet, whether we understand it or not, Gnosticism may be, at the beginning of the third millennium, the most dangerous enemy to our Christian faith. Notice, I'm not saying Star Wars or Harry Potter is the danger. They provide us with good lessons and fine entertainment. They are just two signs of the power of the real enemy: Gnosticism. Why? What is Gnosticism? 

In one dense but masterful summary, we find the essential aspects of Gnosticism. In his book Crossing the Threshold of Hope, Pope John Paul II writes:
"A separate issue is the return of ancient Gnostic ideas under the guise of the so-called New Age. We cannot delude ourselves that this will lead toward a renewal of religion. It is only a new way of practicing Gnosticism — that attitude of the spirit that, in the name of a profound knowledge of God, results in distorting his word and replacing it with purely human words. Gnosticism never completely abandoned the realm of Christianity. Instead, it has always existed side by side with Christianity, sometimes taking the shape of philosophical movement, but more often assuming the characteristics of a religion or para-religion in distinct, if not declared, conflict with all that is essentially Christian."

Let's examine what the Holy Father is saying about Gnosticism. 


'Secret Knowledge'?
First, its nature. Strictly speaking, Gnosticism was an esoteric religious movement of the first centuries A.D., a movement that rivaled Christianity. In a broader sense, it is an esoteric knowledge of higher religious and philosophic truths to be acquired by an elite group. John Paul alludes to the first meaning with the phrase "ancient Gnostic ideas" and to the second as an "attitude of the spirit" that "has always existed side by side with Christianity."
A Gnostic is one who has gnosis (a Greek word for "knowledge") — a visionary or mystical "secret knowledge" capable of joining the human being to the divine mystery. Gnostics, the Pope remarked, distort God's word "in the name of a profound knowledge of God." What is this "knowledge" they claim to have?
The Gnostic worldview is dualistic. Reality consists of two irreducible elements: one good, the spiritual world (the realm of light); and the other evil, matter (the realm of darkness). Two supreme powers or gods oppose each other — the unknowable and ineffable god, from whom a series of lesser divinities emanated, and the evil god, or demiurge, who produced the universe from foul matter and possesses it with his evil demons.

Man is composed of body, soul and spirit. The spirit is man's true self, a "divine spark," a portion of the godhead. In a tragic fall, man's true self, or spirit, was thrown into this dark world and imprisoned in each individual's body and soul. The demiurge and the demons keep man's spirit as a slave of the material world, ignorant of his "divine" condition. Hence the need for a spiritual savior, a messiah or "Christ," to offer redeeming gnosis. This savior is a guide, a master who teaches a few "spiritual" people — the Gnostics — about their true spiritual selves and helps them to wake up from the dream world they live in. The Gnostics would be released from the material world, the non-Gnostics doomed to reincarnation.

What is an example of how these beliefs are embodied in popular stories? Consider the Star Wars movies. There is much good in them. The stories are admirable in many ways. But they are chock-full of Gnosticism.
Star Wars is the clash between the two supreme powers of the universe — "the force" and the "dark side of the force," which is exploited by the "emperor" (the demiurge) and his demons (Darth Vader, the Siths). The Gnostic heroes are the Jedi, who possess the "secret knowledge" of their own spiritual powers; unlike the non-Gnostic, they are able to use "the force" well. Each Jedi has a master, who trains him to acquire this redeeming gnosis. Ben Kenobi, for instance, was for a time the master of Anakin and Luke Skywalker. The greatest spiritual guide in the saga is Yoda, a respected senior member of the Jedi council and a general in the clone wars.
As Christ's followers, we must sort out the good seed from the weeds (cf. Matthew 13:24-30). I propose a distinction between the Gnostic values and its philosophy.
Gnostics promote, without a doubt, positive values. They draw a clear-cut separation between good and evil, stress man's spiritual dimension, instill high and noble ideals, foster courage and concern for others, respect nature, reject materialism and often reject hedonism, too. Such values shine like pearls in an age of moral relativism that thirsts for gain, the ephemeral, the hedonistic. Aren't these some of the virtues and ideas we love in Star Wars and Harry Potter? The other side of the coin, however, is not so positive. The good values are rooted in a Gnostic philosophical understanding of man, God and the world that is, as the Pope put it, "in distinct, if not declared, conflict with all that is essentially Christian." Why? Note the opposite views. The Christian Creator is love — a Trinity of persons who wants to establish with us a personal relationship of love — quite different from that unknowable God, usually conceived, like the Star Wars "force," as an impersonal energy to be manipulated.
The God of Revelation made everything good — the angels, the world, our body and soul. Evil is not a force of the same rank as God; rather, it springs from angels' and men's personal free choice. Salvation is offered by God in Christ, man's only redeemer. Salvation is a grace — a free gift from God that Man can neither deserve nor earn. It is not gnosis, "secret knowledge" we can acquire by ourselves with the help of mere human guides or Christ-like figures. In short, the Christian religion is a "dialogue" of love between God and man, not a self-centered "monologue" in which man divinizes himself. That's why John Paul says Gnosticism cannot lead "toward a renewal of religion." It distorts God's word, "replacing it with purely human words."


Then and Now
Finally, the Pope alludes to the historic span and manifestations of this ideology. "Gnosticism," he says, "never completely abandoned the realm of Christianity … sometimes taking the shape of philosophical movement but more often assuming the characteristics of a religion or para-religion." Let's look at a few representative Gnostic movements in history.
With the rise of Christianity, ancient esoteric ideas developed into Gnostic syncretism. Thus, in the first centuries A.D., the Apostles and the Church Fathers had to combat several "Christian" Gnostic religious systems, such as those of Cerinthus, Manander, Saturninus, Valentinus, Basilides, Ptolemaeus and the ones contained in the apocryphal gospels: of truth and perfection, and of Judas (Iscariot), Philip and Thomas.
The third-century dualist Manichaean church or religion spread from Persia throughout the Middle East, China, southern Europe and northern Africa, where the young Augustine temporarily became a convert.
Teachings similar to Manichaeism resurfaced during the Middle Ages in Europe in groups such as the Paulicians (Armenia, seventh century), the Bogomilists (Bulgaria, 10th century), the Cathars or Albigensians (southern France, 12th century), the Jewish Cabala and the metaphysical speculation surrounding alchemy.
Modern times witnessed the resurgence of Gnosticism in philosophical thought — the Enlightenment, Hegel's idealism, some existentialist currents, Nazism, Jungian psychology, the theosophical society and Freemasonry.

More recently, Gnosticism has become popular through successful films and novels, such as Harry Potter, Star Wars and The Matrix. It has also gained followers among the ranks of ordinary people through pseudo-religious "movements," such as the New Age and the Raelian cult.
These contemporary Gnostic expressions should certainly inspire us in the good values they promote. At the same time, we should be cautious — examine their philosophical background and reject what is incompatible with our Christian faith.
At the beginning of the third millennium we seem to face the same old clash between Christianity and Gnosticism. Both fight to conquer the "soul" of this world — the minds and hearts of peoples and cultures. For this reason, defeating Gnosticism has become an essential task of the New Evangelization. "Against the spirit of the world," the Holy Father says in Crossing the Threshold of Hope, "the Church takes up anew each day a struggle that is none other than the struggle for the world's soul."


Into the Gnostic Wonderland 
Morpheus, a man with circular mirrored glasses, approaches Neo Anderson, a young man who feels something is wrong with the world. "You are a slave, Neo," the man says. "You, like everyone else, were born into bondage — kept inside a prison that you cannot smell, taste or touch. A prison for your mind." Morpheus holds two pills in his hands — one blue, one red. "This is your last chance; after this, there is no going back," he says. "You take the blue pill and the story ends. You wake in your bed and you believe whatever you want to believe. You take the red pill and you stay in Wonderland and I show you how deep the rabbit-hole goes." Neo takes the red pill. 
Sounds familiar? It is a memorable scene of the hit movie The Matrix.
Morpheus' offer visualizes what our culture often offers. The blue pill stands for materialistic relativism — believing there is no truth nor right and wrong, or, as Morpheus put it, "You believe whatever you want to believe." 
Consequently, "You wake in bed" — you enjoy yourself in comfort, money, hedonistic pleasures, social success. We often see the blue pill available over the counter in books, colleges, courts, institutions, the media.
The red pill stands for Gnosticism — believing reality is ultimately divine and can be manipulated by whoever has "secret knowledge." This is "Wonderland," and it, too, can now be bought over the counter like the blue pill.
Thank God there is a third option Morpheus didn't take into account — something neither blue nor red but transparent: Call it water. Water stands for our Christian faith. Christ, the water of life* (see John 7:37-39), came to bring us the "living water" of "eternal life" (see John 4:7-13) through the water of baptism.
The blue and red pills counter the effects of water in different ways. Materialistic relativism tries to destroy all objective truths and values. Gnosticism, instead, proposes alternative truths and values. Moreover, it interprets Christianity as esoteric knowledge, not to destroy it but to distort it. *A second reference to the title of the New Age Document

Neo, Vader and Voldemort
First, where is Gnosticism in today's culture? You might bump into it in successful films and novels, such as Harry Potter, Star Wars and The Matrix, or face it in "religious" and "philosophical" movements, such as the New Age, the Raelian cult and Freemasonry.
Note the difference between the three media products and the three movements: The movies and the books do not instill a credo you must believe in if you want to watch, read and enjoy them. In fact, they are commendable in many ways — they provide us with elevated entertainment, valuable lessons and admirable heroes.
The movements, instead, are credos one must embrace in order to be an authentic New Ager, Raelian or Mason. As Catholics, we might be inspired by the noble ideals of these movements but not by their philosophy. Their philosophy is "Wonderland." And "Wonderland" is not "Christianland."

What is the Gnostic "Wonderland"? 
The story of The Matrix shows it. 
Morpheus reveals to Neo that human beings are trapped in a false "reality." Why? Some time ago men created the Matrix, an artificially intelligent entity. Needing man's energy to survive, the Matrix became a computer-generated dreamworld — the world we think we live in — to enslave men in a huge lab and suck their energy with the help of "agents."
However, a man succeeded in freeing the first human beings and teaching them the truth before he died.
The Oracle (a prophet) predicted this man will return to liberate all people and bring them to Zion, the last human city. Thus, a few freed men and women free others, looking for this man. Morpheus believes Neo to be the One and tries to free his mind so Neo can operate as the savior he is.
Here is the story's translation into the Gnostic worldview: 
Two supreme powers or gods fight one another for supremacy. One is the pleroma ("fullness" in Greek) — the good unknowable godhead, from whom many spiritual entities called aeons emanated. The other is an evil, deformed god, called the demiurge ("craftsman") that fashioned the flawed universe, along with archons, or demons.
Reality is dualistic. Everything is spiritual, particularly — but not solely — man's spirit. This is man's own true self, and it is good, for it is a portion of the pleroma's divine essence. Everything material, like man's body, is foul and evil, because it was produced by the demiurge and his demons to keep man's spirit a slave in the material prison of creation. Thus, every human being, knowingly or unknowingly, serves this false god and lives ignorant of his divine condition. His fate is reincarnation. How does one free oneself from matter and join the divine pleroma? 
Through secret, esoteric knowledge called gnosis — the visionary or mystical awareness of one's own divinity. One becomes a Gnostic by following spiritual guides or masters, historical figures of the "Christ," such as Jesus of Nazareth, Buddha, Moses, Mohammed and Rael.
Review the story of The Matrix and our introductory scene and you will understand the philosophy. 
Zion and mankind stand for the pleroma. The Matrix and its "agents" are the demiurge and his archons, who created the illusory world to enslave man and hinder him from realizing their spiritual powers. Morpheus and his crew are the Gnostic. Morpheus is also Neo's guide. Neo will become the ultimate "Christ," the One who will offer redeeming gnosis to the rest of the mortals.
Consider the Star Wars series. "The force" is the good godhead opposed by "the dark side of the force," which the emperor (the demiurge) and his siths (the archons) employ to enslave all peoples. Only the Jedis (the Gnostic) are capable of transcending the physical laws of nature and join "the force" to use it for the salvation of all. Each Jedi acquires gnosis with the help of a master. Yoda, for instance, trained Ben Kenobi, and Ben Kenobi trained Anakin and Luke Skywalker. In the last scene of The Return of the Jedi, you see Yoda, Ben Kenobi and Anakin "saved" — "energized" with "the force."

Harry Potter follows a similar pattern. It portrays the clash between the "white" magic (the pleroma) practiced by the witches and wizards (the Gnostic) and the dark arts exploited by the Dark Lord Voldemort (the demiurge) and his followers in the Slytherin House (the demons). Every professor at Hogwarts is, of course, a master, with Albus Dumbledore as the school headmaster. The non-Gnostic are called the Muggles, ignorant human beings who, like the Dursley family, are subject to the laws of the material world. We expect Harry Potter to finally become the "Christ," the savior. Note the boy never becomes a wizard and never acquires magic powers. He only becomes aware, through training, that he is a wizard and has these powers from birth. That's gnosis.
Most people who enjoy these three popular sagas might be inspired by their positive values but do not take their Gnostic wonderland seriously. But to leave fiction and enter the New Age movement, the Raelian religion or Freemasonry requires a "conversion" of the initiated. To join, you must swallow the red pill.
The pleroma is the Mason's inaccessible great architect and his divinities, the New Agers' impersonal "energy" or the Raelians' community of wise extraterrestrial scientists called Elohim who created all life on earth 25,000 years ago. The three groups identify the demiurge with all "dogmatic" churches and religions but especially with the Catholic Church — with her archons (the Church leaders and particularly the Pope) she traps men in the false "reality" of Christian Revelation, hindering them from the self-consciousness of their own divinity. 
The Gnostic are the Masons, the New Agers, the Raelians. Many historical figures have incarnated the "Christ," known as Maitreya in Masonic & New Age circles and as Rael ("the messenger") among Raelians.

Water or the Red Pill?
On the surface Gnostic wonderlands might look Christian — they promote religiosity, spiritual values, concern for others, respect for nature, the sense of mission, rejection of materialistic relativism. How can we discern if a movie, a novel, a movement or an organization is rooted in a Gnostic or in a Christian worldview?
We need to examine its underlying concept of God, man and the world. First, God: Is God the only supreme good power or is there another evil force of the same rank? Is God somebody with whom we have a personal relationship of love or something like a force to be used? Is Jesus of Nazareth the only savior or are there many "Christs"?
Second, check the notion of man: Is he a loved creature or a portion of divinity to be freed? Is man a unity of body and soul or just a spirit imprisoned in a body? Does man's salvation come from a gratuitous gift of God (grace) or from "secret knowledge" acquired by training (gnosis)?
Third, think of the world: Is creation good and real or evil and illusory — a sort of prison?
The answers unveil the pervading philosophy. A fictional story, of course, does not need to present the Christian truths. The question is whether or not there is room for a Christian worldview in the story. 

Mark this substantial difference: A red pill is a man-made drug that may fail to cure; water, instead, is a God-made basic element for life. Gnosticism is a man-made self-centered philosophy — a "monologue" in which man divinizes himself and fails in the attempt. The Christian revelation is a God-made gift — "dialogue" of love that God establishes with man for eternal life. The Christian revelation is Christ. To definitively discern what is Christian from what is not use what I call "St. John's criterion": "By this you know the spirit of God: Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God. This is the spirit of antichrist, of which you heard that it was coming, and now it is in the world" (2 John 4:2-3).
At the beginning of the third millennium three worldviews compete to conquer the minds and hearts of peoples and cultures, the world's soul: materialistic relativism, Gnosticism and Christianity. The blue pill is easy to recognize. But the red pill is often dissolved in apparent water. The New Evangelization demands a clear-cut separation between Gnosticism and Christianity if we want to bring every thirsty person to the Water of Life. -Robi, Register Correspondent, March 30, 2003
Legionary Father Alfonso Aguilar teaches philosophy in Thornwood, New York, email: aaguilar@legionaries.org.

Gnostic Gnashing

http://www.stanwilliams.com/Articles/HarryGnosticDebate.html 

A Letter to Editor of the NCR by Robert Trexler on the Christianity of Harry Potter 

Published in the NCR, May 11-17, 2003, p. 8

Thank you for the insightful, two-part commentary on "Gnosticism and the Struggle for the World's Soul" by Legionary of Christ Father Alfonso Aguilar (March 30-April 5 and April 6-12). In the case of the Harry Potter books, however, I believe that J.K. Rowling passes the all three of Father's test questions to discern whether her books are "rooted in a Gnostic or in a Christian worldview."

First, Fr. Aguilar says we must ask the question: "Is God the only supreme good power or is there another evil force of the same rank?" To answer this, he suggests that Lord Voldemort is a sort of "demiurge" with god-like attributes. Some heretical philosophies of the early Church taught the "demiurge" was a "bad" God who created the physical world (presumed to be evil). Their "good" God dwelt only in the realm of the spiritual. But Voldemort has no such god-like rank or power to create. He is merely an evil wizard, representative of Satan.

Second, regarding the view of man, one of the questions is: Does man's salvation come from a gratuitous gift of God (grace) or from "secret knowledge" acquired by training (gnosis)? A typical example of God's grace may be found in the second Harry Potter book, The Chamber of Secrets. In order to overcome evil (the monstrous Basilisk), Professor Dumbledore's phoenix (a Christ figure) comes to Harry's rescue. Without the phoenix, Harry was powerless. Harry called for help, and God answered. When Harry is mortally wounded, it is the tears of the phoenix (Christ) that restore his life. There was nothing esoteric about it. Each of the four existing books contain similar traditional Christ figures and similar examples of God's grace.

Third, on whether the books reflect a dualistic view of creation, the question posed was: "Is creation good and real or evil and illusory?" On this issue, many critics of Harry Potter accuse the author of contempt for the "real world" of the Muggles and for Muggles themselves. Although prejudice may be found in many characters, there is no prejudice against Muggles in Professor Dumbledore (who is the standard of good values). Also, the Harry Potter books strongly oppose the false dichotomy of the materialist worldview. Rowling creates her fantasy world as a literary device to contradict the prevailing materialist worldview. She illustrates that there is more to "reality” than the physical world you can see, not that the world is bad or an illusion. 

There are a growing number of Christian critics who think the Harry Potter books support a Christian worldview. The very publicized affirmation by Fr. [Peter] Fleetwood, architect of the recent Vatican document on the New Age, is one example. The most definitive book to reveal the Christian worldview of the Harry Potter books is The Hidden Key to Harry Potter, by John Granger. Mr. Granger is a Greek Orthodox scholar of literature and classical languages. 

His book is recommended by Amy Welborne [sic] (author and writer for Our Sunday Visitor), Joseph Pearce (author of Literary Converts and several books on Tolkien), and Stratford Caldecott (president of the G.K. Chesterton Institute). You may find their comments and an excerpt from Granger's book on the publisher's web-site (www.zossima.com).

Fr. Aguilar, thankfully, does not suggest that parents restrict children of a suitable age from reading the Harry Potter books. In fact, he says there are positive lessons to be learned from them. Harry Potter books are not a substitute for instruction by the Church, but they can inspire and reinforce the reader's desire to follow the Christian faith. -Robert Trexler, Amherst, Massachusetts

 
Wonderland or Christianland?

http://www.stanwilliams.com/Articles/HarryGnosticDebate.html 

A Letter to Editor of the NCR by Fr Alfonso Aguilar LC in Response to Robert Trexler’s Letter

Published in the NCR, May 18-24, 2003, p. 8

In his letter titled "Gnostic Gnashing" (May 11-17), Mr. Robert Trexler offers an interesting Christian interpretation of the Harry Potter series – a reading defended by Christian critics, such as Alan Jacobs, Serge Tisseron, Pietro Citati, Massimo Introvigne and Catherine and David Deasel (authors of the forthcoming book Philosophy and Harry Potter.) 

Yet the very test questions I proposed (and Mr. Trexler used to prove Harry Potter’s Christian worldview) reveal, instead, its Gnostic soil.

First, the question about the divine. Mr. Trexler points out that Lord Voldemort is an evil wizard, representative of Satan, rather than a "demiurge" with god-like attributes. He is right. The problem lies elsewhere. 

Contrary to Msgr. Peter Fleetwood’s personal opinion about the Christianity of Harry Potter, which in no way constitute an official "Vatican" endorsement of the series, the Vatican-based journal La Civiltà Cattolica published an article titled "Il fenomeno 'Harry Potter'" (March 2, 2002, pp. 474-483), in which the author, Fr. Antonio Spadaro, SJ, acknowledges that its worldview seems to be incompatible with the Christian worldview. "The implicit model of the character [Harry Potter]," Father Spadaro writes, "is that of a man who has 'powers' (i.e., 'power' tout court) and who has in himself everything he needs without giving room for any transcendence." 

Transcendence is the point. In Tolkien’s and Lewis’ stories every power is not intrinsic, but received – transcendence is in the background. In Rowling’s books the divine is not a Transcendent Personal God, the giver of all goods, but an impersonal immanentistic power – the magic. The divine is dualistic: there is a good (white) magic and "the dark arts" – something analogous to the Star Wars "force" and its "dark side." 

Second, the concept of man is also Gnostic. It is true that Harry Potter is sometimes saved by others rather than by his own powers. Mr. Trexler interprets the tears of Professor Dumbledore’s phoenix as a symbol of God’s grace with reference to Christ. (Gnostics like interpreting Christian symbols in the light of their own philosophy.) Yet in this and similar cases Harry Potter is not saved by the grace coming from a divine person but rather by the powers or powerful possessions of well-trained wizards (the Gnostics), particularly by those of the school headmaster Dumbledore. 
In the end, "Rowling portrays Harry’s victory as the fruit of esoteric knowledge and power," as Canadian writer and literary critic Michael D. O’Brien points out. "Thanks to his magic Harry Potter seems to be substantially self-sufficient," Father Spadaro writes. Consequently, the message of the story "can become a thrust to self-centeredness – believe in yourself and you’ll make it." 

Third, a dualistic view of the cosmos emerges in the series. The physical world is not presented as bad or illusory. Yet it is portrayed as less “real” than the wizard world – the fantastic realm of powers whose gate can only be opened by the key of esoteric knowledge. Doesn’t the reader feel more "at home" at Hogwarts School than in the boring material world of Muggles? 

Harry Potter is not as obviously Gnostic as the Star Wars and The Matrix. That’s why some Christians may read its pagan Wonderland as "Christianland". Harry Potter provides us with elevated entertainment, valuable lessons and admirable heroes but all in the context of a Gnostic worldview, as I believe the test questions show. 

The ultimate test, however, is the readers’ and moviegoers’ life – Do the novels and movies reinforce in them a Christian mindset – or do they rather inspire a desire to an esoteric knowledge that will make them more powerful?

-Father Alfonso Aguilar LC, Thornwood, New York



Learn to Discern: Is It Christian or New Age? Wicca/Witchcraft by Susan Brinkmann – Witchcraft is one of the fastest growing movements in our country, especially among youth who are being groomed by popular occult fiction such as Harry Potter and Twilight.  Read about the origins of modern witchcraft, why it’s attracting so many of our children, and how you can fight back! Includes a separate chapter outlining the dangers of the occult and 12-pages of useful tools you can use to discern the difference between Christian and New Age spirituality. (64 pages)

Vatican Newspaper Praises New Potter Film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2843 
By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2009
A surprisingly positive review of the latest Harry Potter film in L’Osservatore Romano, the Vatican’s newspaper, is causing yet another round of controversy for the paper’s embattled new editor.

In his review in Monday’s Italian edition of the paper, Gaetano Vallini praised the latest Harry Potter film, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince, calling it the “most successful of the series” thus far.

Vallini said the story promoted “friendship, altruism, loyalty and self-giving” and equated the magic portrayed in the film as the same as the kind found in fairy tales.

He claimed the new film made clear “the line of demarcation between one who does good and one who does evil, and it is not difficult for the reader or the viewer to identify with the first. . .  This is particularly true in the latest film. They know that doing good is the right thing to do. And they also understand that sometimes this involves hard work and sacrifice.”

To his credit, Vallini did criticize the new film’s constant references to “new age spirituality.” He also said author J.K. Rowling’s work “lacks a reference to the transcendent, to a providential design in which men live their personal stories and the story takes shape. Thus it is true that, in the classic mechanism of fables, the protagonist finds himself amidst experiences in which magic is almost always an instrument in the hands of evil.”

However, Vallini’s review is a sharp contradiction from earlier statements in the paper, such as the January, 2008 article by Edoardo Rialti calling Harry Potter the wrong kind of hero who “transmits a vision of the world and the human being full of deep mistakes and dangerous seductions…”

Rialti concluded his article with a condemnation of the use of magic in the Potter series, and quoted Cardinal Ratzinger who once praised a German journalist for speaking out about the dangers of Harry Potter. “It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter,” Cardinal Ratzinger told Gabriele Kuby, “because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly’.”

The Vatican’s chief exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, also spoke out about Potter in 2006, condemning the series as downright evil. “Behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the king of the darkness, the devil,” Fr. Amorth said.
However, Vallini’s startling review is just the latest in a series of gaffs by the new editor of L’Osservatore Romano, Giovanni Maria Vian, who many say is trying to make the paper more relevant. It has provided glowing coverage of the most pro-abortion president in the history of the U.S. and recently heaped praise on the pop star Michael Jackson whose music and controversial lifestyle is not known for its embrace of traditional moral values.
According to LifeSiteNews.com, American canonist and canon law professor Edward N. Peters, commenting on the Jackson coverage, wrote that such anomalies as these in the paper’s recent articles and editorials are a result of L’Osservatore Romano having “decided to become relevant. God help us.”

“If the Vatican wants a newspaper to provide a Catholic perspective on the world, fine. Item Number One on the to-do list, though, should be to find Catholics who can write and edit such a paper coherently. Anyone can lurch from gaff to gaff.” 
Pres. Bush Refused to Honor Author of Harry Potter
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3264  

By Susan Brinkmann, October 29, 2009
According to the memoir of a speechwriter for former President George W. Bush, the administration refused to grant Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling a presidential medal of freedom because her books “encouraged witchcraft.”

According to a report in the Guardian, Matt Latimer’s new book, Speech-Less: Tales of a White House, reveals how political the award became during the Bush Administration.

In his book, Latimer, criticized how the “narrow thinking” of “people in the White House” led them to “actually object to giving the author J.K. Rowling a presidential medal because the Harry Potter books encouraged witchcraft.”

Latimer also claims that Sen. Edward Kennedy was denied the award because he was “a liberal.”

The Medal of Freedom is America’s highest civilian award and is given to “individuals who make an especially meritorious contribution to the security or national interests of the United States, world peace, cultural or other significant public or private endeavours.”

Pres. Bush awarded the medal to individuals such as Tony Blair, Muhammad Ali, Alan Greenspan, Nelson Mandela, Doris Day and Charlton Heston.

The first 16 recipients of Barack Obama’s presidential medal, handed out in August, included Stephen Hawking, Senator Ted Kennedy and the controversial gay activist, Harry Milk.

Magic kits for children 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=55#more-55 
By Susan Brinkmann, February 25, 2010 
A asks: “I was reviewing a list of about five new age selling items geared for kids. Or maybe they were considered occult. I was surprised to see a beginner’s magic kit for kids, on the list. What are the thoughts behind this belief?”

Believe it or not, there is a difference between stage magic – known as conjuring – and magick (yes, it’s actually spelled differently) as in sorcery. Examples of famous conjurers are illusionists such as Harry Houdini and David Copperfield.  Examples of famous sorcerers would be Rasputin and Aleister Crowley with the most famous modern sorcerer being the fiction character known as Harry Potter. 

The kind of games I saw advertised under "Children’s Magic Kits" all involve conjuring games, such as making coins disappear or playing cards float in the air.

Even though conjuring is more like trick-playing or illusion, it still encourages children to become fascinated in secret powers, which is definitely not a good thing when occult fiction and movies are  considered hip these days. This is why middle school is the age when most children become involved in the occult. Let’s face it. How difficult is it for a child to go from conjuring to spell weaving when they can access Harry Potter books (which contain authentic spells, by the way) right in their school library?

The problem is that most parents don’t have a clue about magick. When I tell them spells and potions actually work, they look at me like I’m nuts. But the fact is, magick does work. The problem is how it works.
Whether a person wants to believe it or not, magick is always a matter of harnessing the power of demons. But this is only logical when you consider the fact that there are four beings known to exist in the spiritual realm – God, angels, demons and disembodied souls – and only one of them has both the power and the motive to participate in the weaving of magic spells or concocting of potions.

Let’s examine them one by one.

God certainly has the power, but not the motive to allow His power to be used in sorcery. He explicitly condemns the use of magic and sorcery in Scripture and wouldn’t contradict Himself.

Angels, who are God’s messengers, also have the power but not the motive to cooperate in magick because they only do what God bids them to do.

Disembodied human souls have no natural ability to communicate with the material world apart from their senses – which they no longer have once they depart the body. They may have a motive, but no power to engage in sorcery.

Guess who’s left?
Demons, whose hatred of God and man gives them the perfect motive for becoming involved in sorcery, have the same supernatural abilities as the good angels, which means they definitely have the power to make magic spells work.  

(New Agers like to concoct other beings that supposedly exist in the spiritual realm such as Ascended Masters, avatars, spirit guides, etc. but the only proof they offer for their existence comes from psychics and channelers. Our knowledge of the afterlife is gleaned from large collections of data gleaned from history, Scripture, and other documentation.)

This also explains why so many people who get involved in magick – thinking it’s just some innocent game – end up becoming the victims of demonic foul play.

When one recites a magic spell (spells must always be recited perfectly, with every word spoken in a very precise manner), they are calling forth a demon whose power they are asking to use for their own benefit or for another depending on the purpose of the spell. There’s no such thing as a free lunch with Satan. He’ll give you anything you want – for a price. But most people who dabble in magick don’t have a clue about any of this, which is why most don’t find out until it’s too late that they are never controlling these powers – these powers are controlling them.

I personally spoke with a priest proficient in this area who has personally delivered many people, including children, whose lives became infested with demonic activity after they started fooling around with magick.

These are just some of the reasons why I would never encourage a child to take an interest in magic, even if it’s just pulling a rabbit out of a hat.
Magic kits and books aren’t the only occult-themed toys being marketed to kids these days. Amazon sells children’s tarot cards (known as the Whimsical Tarot), Hasbro sells pink ouija boards for girls ages 8+ (see http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=38), and video games are becoming increasingly satanic in their themes (see http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=41)

Harry Potter 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=77#more-77 
By Susan Brinkmann, March 26, 2010
AS writes: “I would appreciate an article from you on your blog about Harry Potter, to share with people.” 

I have been writing about the New Age for almost a decade now, and no topic generates as much hate mail as that of Harry Potter. I have received the most ungodly letters from teachers and parents who can’t stand the idea of anyone saying Potter is bad. "But at least my kid is reading!" is a common defense, to which I ask, "When they start reading porn, will that be good too?"

At any rate, I have many solid reasons for being against the proliferation of Harry Potter and Potter-like books that promote sorcery to children. Here are the top three:

#1 – The Books Teach Authentic Sorcery to Children
The spells and rituals in the Harry Potter books aren’t the figment of author J.K. Rowling’s imagination. They’re real. For instance, in the first book alone, former occult practitioner and expert Toni Collins lists the "Sorting Ceremony" described on pages 117-122, the Body-Bind spell on page 273 and brews listed in Professor Snape’s potions class on pages 136-139, as being authentic. She said only someone who has engaged in these practices would know they weren’t fantasy, and only someone who had done meticulous research into Wiccan practices could have written them. (See http://www.envoymagazine.com/harrypotter.htm)

Collins is far from alone. Other former occult practitioner, such as Steve Wood, host of St. Joseph’s Covenant Keepers radio show, also confirmed that he used many of the rituals that are casually described in Potter books.

Perhaps the most telling confirmation that the books teach true sorcery comes from exorcists themselves, all of whom unequivocally condemn the books. Rome’s famous exorcist, Fr. Gabriele Amorth, told the Italian ANSA news agency in December, 2001 that "behind Harry Potter hides the signature of the King of darkness, the devil."

He and other exorcists condemned Rowling’s misguided portrayal of magic as being either "white or black" – a distinction that does not exist in real life. Magic is "always a turn to the devil," he says, no matter what color you call it.

#2 – The Books Distort Good and Evil in the Minds of Children
This is another major reason why Potter books should be avoided. 

In his book, A Landscape with Dragons: The Battle for Your Child’s Mind, bestselling author Michael D. Brown protests the distorted way in which Rowling’s book portray the occult as "liberating, noble, exciting, and not what your parents and Christians in general say about it. Coupled with this message is the gross characterization of traditional families and anyone else who objects to the occult as abusive hypocrites . . .The whiff of morality makes them that much more deceptive. In this way, the moral order of the universe is deformed in a child’s mind far more effectively than by blatantly evil books."

For instance, the books teach children that they can resort to an evil means if it brings about a good end. One can use magic to get a girl to like them, or to punish a foe. But what the books don’t tell the child is that the forces that are harnessed with magic spells are very real, very demonic, and use of them always ends badly for the practitioner. (My booklet on Magick gets into these grisly details) The only people who would promote the teaching of sorcery to children are those who are either occultists themselves or who have no practical knowledge of the occult.

Michael O’Brien is particularly disturbed by the fact that otherwise sensible people promote these books full of dangerous distortions and occult practices specifically forbidden by God to innocent children. The fact that this is happening even in Catholic households and schools is a sign of "a grave loss of discernment," he says.

#3 – The Books Inspire Children with a Fascination for the Occult
Anyone who thinks Potter books don’t inspire an unhealthy fascination in the occult in children needs a reality check. The advent of the Harry Potter series unleashed an avalanche of occult fiction that are now the top selling categories in the children and teen market. 

For example, Hollywood’s occult themed movies aimed at young adults, such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, and Charmed, are all churning out paper-back series that have become the rage with young teens. Instead of reading Nancy Drew mysteries and the Babysitter’s Club, young girls are reading about Buffy’s near rape by her love-interest, Spike, or watching her die and then "resurrecting" herself by climbing out of a grave.

Then there’s the controversial Goosebumps series for grade school kids and the Fear Street books for adolescents that intertwine the teen world of cheerleading and sports with supernatural evil. T-Witches contain the escapades of twin daughters of two powerful witches and Midnight Magic touts the use of tarot cards.

All this – and I have yet to even mention the latest vampire-inspired occult thriller – Twilight!
Those people who boo-hooed talk of a Potter-inspired rush to sorcery among youth (they called us hysterical back in 2001) are in dire need of a "come to Jesus" moment (pun intended).

I might also add that Pope Benedict XVI is no fan of Potter or its ilk. His personal condemnation of the books was uncovered in a letter from then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger to Gabriele Kuby, author of Harry Potter – Good or Evil?  Apparently, Kuby sent the Cardinal a copy of her book and he responded in a letter dated March 7, 2003, in which he thanked her for the "instructive" book. "It is good that you enlighten people about Harry Potter because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly," he wrote.

Ironically, the Cardinal also suggested in the letter that she send a copy of the book to the same Vatican prelate, Msgr. Peter Fleetwood, who said during a Vatican Radio program that Harry Potter books were okay. Msgr. Fleetwood’s comments were broadcast around the world as "Vatican Approves of Potter" even though the Vatican has never made an official statement on the books.

I could go on and on about Harry Potter, but this should suffice for now.

For a better understanding of the occult and how it manifests in our culture, our Learn to Discern: Is it Christian or New Age series contains several books on this subject, including Magick, Witchcraft/Wicca and Psychics/Channeling.

The Magic Tree House

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=191#more-191
By Susan Brinkmann, August 31, 2010 

JM writes: “I am writing about books widely available at school and ‘Scholastic’ called “The Magic Tree House” series by Mary Pope Osborne. Could this series be considered (occult)? My daughter read them a few years ago and she advises me now not to let her sister read them.” 

This is a very astute young lady because the Magic Tree House series is indeed riddled with magic. Although the books also contain wonderful background lessons in history for children, the magic theme is very problematic, especially when the main characters, Jack and Annie, begin practicing their own magic in books that appear later in the series.

But to tell you the truth, I could have written the same description of dozens of other books that are out there right now – sitting on the shelf in your child’s school library – that capitalize on the kind of occult themes made popular by Harry Potter. All of them involve the use of magic (not the stage magic kind, but the occult version – there’s a big difference!) for a variety of purposes, everything from winning a beloved’s devotion to cursing the bus driver.

And far too many of these books perpetuate the myth of 'white' and 'black' magic, with the former being okay because it’s used for good purposes while the latter is bad because it hurts people. Unless these children have an informed parent who will sit them down and teach them that, "all magic is bad because it calls upon secret powers that are sourced in demons" these kids are headed into the occult. 

Why? Because the powers they’re calling upon are real – and they are far more powerful than any defense a child can muster (other than if he or she calls upon the name of Jesus Christ). Otherwise, when they call upon one of these occult powers in a seemingly innocent spell casting game or book, THEY WILL RECEIVE AN ANSWER. 

Unfortunately, most kids know this better than their parents do these days. 

Too many parents make the mistake of trusting their schools to protect their children from these dangers. Guess what? They don’t. In fact, the school library is where most kids are introduced to these books – thanks to Scholastic, one of the biggest distributors of occult fiction in the U.S.

What you might find even more shocking is that many of these schools are perfectly aware of what the kids are reading.

Consider the case of the Pound Ridge Elementary School in Pound Ridge, New York. In 1995, a new game called Magic: The Gathering became very popular among the students. Designed as an exciting new way to teach mathematics, the basic theme of this collectible card game is similar to Dungeons and Dragons with wizards, "magical energy" and spell casting.  
Some of the cards in this game specifically called for "demonic consultation" and even had pentagrams on the back of the cards! The game promoted a variety of occultic themes such as Satanism, witchcraft and demonic possession.

Here’s what Steve Kosser, a school psychologist, told CBN News about the game: "This is not a game like chess where you are attacking pieces on a board. This is a game where you’re attacking your living, breathing opponent by using devils to conjure demons and cast spells."

Teachers actually made this game part of the curriculum for gifted children. Parents might not have known about it at all except that some of the kids began having nightmares. Two of their parents, Cecile Dinozzi and Mary Ann Dibari, began probing into what was actually going on at the school and found the curriculum contained other New Age and occult teachings as well. 

According to CBN, the parents eventually filed suit in federal court against the school district, alleging that they were promoting New Age occultism. Their filing was full of examples that I found so shocking I actually read the story twice to be sure I read it correctly. 

For instance, according to Dinozzi and Dibari, school officials actually invited a New Age crystal healer and a psychic to speak at the school. Third graders were taught how to tell fortunes and read tarot cards. Fourth graders were taken on a field trip to a graveyard where, according to an eyewitness, they were told to walk into the tombs of children and lie down on the grave "to see if you could fit in the little child’s coffin." Fourth graders were also given an assignment to write a poem entitled, "How God Messed Up." Fifth graders were taught to perform Aztec rituals, including one that conjured up the dead, while sixth graders spent three months learning about all of the pagan gods who are central to New Age occultism.

"We’ve got a case where well-meaning teachers are literally dabbling in occult activities to try to keep their kids interested in what they’re studying," Kosser told CBN. "At the same time, they’re leading the children toward a greater appreciation of occult stuff."

He adds: "Any parent that is shocked to discover that this stuff is happening in the schools is basically being naive. The schools exist in the popular culture."

Books such as Goosebumps, The Magic Tree House, The Zack Files, and The Black Cat Club are all part and parcel of the same occult fiction. Then there’s The Junior Astrologer that encourages children to take up astrology, and games like The Angel Talk that helps players make contact with New Age spirits (three guesses who they are).

But surely children know that what they’re reading is fantasy, right? Unfortunately, no. Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling openly admits that she gets hundreds of letters from fans who want to attend Hogwart’s, Potter’s fictional wizardry school. In a documentary by New Age expert Caryl Matrisciana entitled Harry Potter: Witchcraft Repacked, children openly admit to wanting Potter’s power to cast spells and hexes on their parents and teachers, or to manipulate the affections of someone they love. Matrisciana said that during a recent trip to London, the stationmaster at King’s Cross Station told her hundreds of children come to see the supposed platform where Harry’s fictional school train leaves the station – which has been the cause of several accidents when children mimicking Harry try to run through the brick barricade to catch the Hogwart’s Express.

Matrisciana also reports that the Pagan Federation of England affirms they receive thousands of letters from children every time they air shows such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer or Sabrina the Teenage Witch.

"Children ask the location of local Wicca covens to attend and learn the occult techniques promoted in Harry’s books and by other young witches in a plethora of movies and programs that glorify witchcraft and pagan ideology," she says.

That these dark fascinations can be harmful to children is exemplified in the case of Cassie Bernall, the young Columbine student who was killed for professing her faith in Jesus Christ. As her mother, Misty Bernall, tells in a book about Cassie’s life, her daughter might not have been at Columbine that day if not for the fact that she transferred there from another school where she had gotten involved in witchcraft,  Satanism, self-mutilation. It wasn’t until her parents sent her on a Christian retreat where Cassie "found" Jesus Christ that the young girl finally began to turn her life around.

Who knows what seemingly innocent book, game or movie first enticed Cassie Bernall into the occult? But dark powers did indeed get a hold of her just like they’re getting a hold of many other children during this occult-fiction craze that we’re currently living through.

Parents, don’t let you children go down this road. The fact that they’re "finally reading" is no excuse. One day, they may want to read porn too, but that doesn’t mean we should let them.

If we don’t protect them, who will?

Our Learn to Discern series includes a book on Magick that takes an in-depth look at the dangers of these practices.  

Potter fans blamed for decimating Indian owl population

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=245#more-245          

By Susan Brinkmann, November 5, 2010
I posted this story on our Breaking News site today and want to share it with our blog friends because it proves that Harry Potter is far more than just "harmless fiction" and that children do indeed emulate this famous "wizard" at great cost to both themselves and our world. 

India’s Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh is blaming fans of Harry Potter for the dwindling number of wild owls in that country.
According to the BBC, Ramesh says Harry Potter books and films feature a white owl named Hedwig, which has spawned a rash of requests for the birds from illegal bird traders.

"Following Harry Potter, there seems to be a strange fascination even among the urban middle classes for presenting their children with owls," Mr. Ramesh said.

The concerns were made public in advance of the release of a report on the status of India’s owl population by a leading conservation group, Traffic. It is expected to call for tougher protections for the birds.

The report’s author, Abrar Ahmed, said he decided to investigate the owl trade after being asked by a friend to procure a live white-coloured owl for her son’s Harry Potter-themed 10th birthday party.

"This was probably one of the strangest demands made to me as an ornithologist," he wrote.

His research found that growing number of owls, a highly endangered species in India, are now being trapped, traded or killed in black magic rituals. Many of these killings are done during the Hindu festival of Diwali ("festival of lights") which is being celebrated today.

The Traffic report also highlights the killing of owls in "black magic and sorcery driven by superstition, totems and taboos" and claims this to be one of the "prime drivers of the covert owl trade". The report claims that black magic practitioners use owls and their body parts for ceremonial pujas and rituals.

They are advising better law enforcement and increased awareness of the vital role owls play in the ecosystem, which especially benefits farmers because of the birds’ predation of rodents and other crop pests.

Children seeking to imitate their hero, Harry Potter, are only contributing to the problem of keeping owls alive and healthy in their native environment.

Potter publisher Bloomsbury has declined to comment on Mr. Ramesh’s assertions.

See http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=77 to read more about the dangers of Harry Potter and other occult-fiction works. 

Bishop: Potter promotes dabbling in the occult
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=6237
By Susan Brinkmann, November 23, 2010
The latest movie in the Harry Potter series opened this weekend and sparked a new rash of warnings about how Potter and other occult fiction films and books encourage children to dabble in the occult.

In an interview with CNA/EWTN News, Bishop Thomas Paprocki of the Diocese of Springfield, Illinois said that occult-oriented books and movies which are aimed at children, such as Potter and the vampire series known as Twilight, have encouraged interest in the occult among children.

“We have to be careful with those kinds of topics for young people,” he said. Even though the series’ may be works of fantasy, “we have to be careful though as children are very impressionable – do they start seeing truths in those stories and do they start believing in them?”

However, the underlying reason why children get drawn into the occult is not just the books and movies, but the gradual moving away from organized religion in our culture, he said.

“I think a more general hazard in our culture is the fact that people are not attached to organized religion as much as they used to be. In fact, the word religion comes from a Latin word which means to be bound together.”

Because “religion binds us together in faith and to Jesus Christ,” when people start moving away from organized religion and churches they may start “dabbling in their own spirituality,” he said. “Part of that hazard then is dabbling in the occult and may fall into something truly diabolical such as Satanic rituals.”

Bishop Paprocki’s comments mirror those made by famed exorcist, Fr. Thomas Euteneuer, in a July interview with Deal Hudson of Inside Catholic.

Speaking about his new book, Exorcism and the Church Militant, Fr. Euteneuer said one of the reasons he wrote it was to warn parents who allow their children to be desensitized to “the dark world” by books and films like Potter and Twilight. He said possession almost always comes about as a result of someone dabbling in occult practices such as witchcraft, Wicca, tarot cards, and Ouija boards.

“Harry Potter and these Twilight vampires glamorize the power of evil,” Father Euteneuer said, “and this has led to many, many cases of possession among young people.” It may begin with a child or teenager simply “playing around” with the occult, but that seemingly harmless act is “opening a window” to possession.

Father Euteneuer emphasized this point: “Demons do not discriminate between intentions – no matter how innocent – and children lose the clear distinction between good and evil.”

The devil plays by the rules, he said, which means they cannot operate without permission from human beings. Once they get that permission, which children unwittingly give when they embrace the magick of Potter and begin to “play” with spell weaving and other occult “games”, demons are then free to work their dark wiles on an individual. These wiles include oppression and even full possession depending on how far the devil draws the person into the occult.

Renewed interest in the occult, coupled with an increasingly secular and atheistic culture, are just some of the reasons why the U.S. bishops held a special two-day conference on exorcism during their recent annual meeting in Baltimore. The conference was attended by more than 100 priests and bishops.

Bishop Paprocki, who attended the conference, told CNA/EWTN that people being distant from organized religion may be the reason for an increase in the number of inquiries about exorcisms.

Potter strikes again 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=252#more-252 
By Susan Brinkmann, November 22, 2010

Here we go again. Another Harry Potter film – this one said to be the "darkest" of all the tales. What’s worse, this is only Part 1 of the movie rendition of the last book in the series. We’ll have to suffer through the release of Part 2 in July, 2011.   

For those parents who still insist that this kind of entertainment is harmless, consider the opinion of Fr. Thomas Euteneuer, famed exorcist and author of Exorcism and the Church.

In a recent interview with Deal Hudson of Inside Catholic, Fr. Euteneuer said that one of the reasons he wrote the book was to warn parents who allow their children to be desensitized to "the dark world" by books and films like the Harry Potter series and Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer. He said possession is almost always the result of someone getting involved in some sort of occult practices, such as witchcraft, Wicca, tarot cards, and Ouija boards.

"Harry Potter and these Twilight vampires glamorize the power of evil," Father Euteneuer explained, "and this has led to many, many cases of possession among young people." It may begin with a child or teenager simply "playing around" with the occult, but that seemingly harmless act is "opening a window" to possession.

Father Euteneuer emphasized this point, "Demons do not discriminate between intentions – no matter how innocent – and children lose the clear distinction between good and evil."

This interview is definitely worth a read: http://www.catholic.org/hf/faith/story.php?id=37447
Johnnette found another exceptional article on the problem of occult fiction blockbusters such as Twilight and Harry Potter that was written by well-known Catholic author, Michael D. O’Brien and can be accessed on his website. http://www.studiobrien.com/writings_on_fantasy/twilight-of-the-west.html
The following excerpt from the article deals specifically with the Twilight series:

"Physical beauty is the glue that holds the whole banal tale together. If one were to dim down the prettiness and subtract the horror from these four novels and their films, there would be little left. They would become no more than mind-numbing Harlequin Romances for very immature teenage girls. The sexual attraction and the appeal to romantic feelings, combined with the allure of mystery, all obscure the real horror of the tale, which is the degradation of the image and likeness of God in man, and the false proposal that consuming the lifeblood of another human being bestows life all around."

O’Brien goes on to quote E. Michael Jones, who compares vampirism with Christianity:

"Both Christ and Dracula deal with blood and eternal life," Jones writes. "Vampirism is, as Renfield makes clear, the antithesis of Christianity. Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers’ blood so that he could have eternal life; Dracula is a reworking of Christianity according to the canons of Social Darwinism. The monster is simply the inversion of Christianity that was taking place throughout Europe as once again the Enlightenment was implemented through one of its pseudo-scientific ideologies. … In a satanic way typical of the reversal of Christian order that the vampire creates, man achieves immortality through immorality and by infecting others—that is, through lust. Christianity exalts love; vampirism—Darwin’s survival of the fittest pushed to its extreme—exalts the hunger of desire."

O’Brien goes on to quote from another author, Steve Wohlberg, who asks some interesting (if not terrifying) questions about the similar origins of both Potter and Twilight in an article appearing in the Spiritual Counterfeit Project Journal last year: 

"… [The] Twilight saga received its initial spark when Stephenie Meyer had an unusual dream on June 1, 2003. Eerily, the Harry Potter phenomenon began with a similar 'revelation' given to Joanne Kathleen Rowling in 1990 while she was traveling by train outside London. 'The character of Harry Potter just popped into my head, fully formed,' Rowling reflected in 2001. 'Looking back, it was all quite spooky!' She also stated to inquiring media that the Potter books 'almost wrote themselves.' 'My best ideas come at midnight,' Rowling declared.

"As with Rowling, so with Meyer. When those mesmerizing tales first burst into the brains of these two women, neither was an established writer. Both were novices. They weren’t rich either. Now they are millionaires many times over. Their experiences are similar, with common threads. Both of their novels are permeated with occultism. Based on this, it’s appropriate to wonder, is there a supernatural source behind these revelations? If so, what is it?"

This is a great article that will not only deepen your understanding of the true scope of the problem, but will probably give you a lot of good arguments when confronting all those "oh it’s just harmless fiction!" folks. 

In the meantime, let’s remember to pray for all those dear children who are falling into this diabolical trap while their parents and educators stand by and marvel about how great it is that kids are finally reading. I always like to ask them, "When they start reading porn, will that be good too?" Good grief!

Salem Coven Puts Curse on Charlie Sheen 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=721#more-721 
By Susan Brinkmann, March 7, 2011 

Actor Charlie Sheen has angered a coven of warlocks from Salem, Massachusetts for what they call his excessive use of the term "warlock" which they say is "a blatant offense against our ways." TMZ is reporting that the feud began over a comment Sheen made during a radio interview last week when he called himself a "Vatican assassin warlock."
Christian Day of Salem’s Coven of the Raven Moon said he was fuming over the statement because it shows disrespect for the male witch community. However, Day has no intention of taking legal action against Sheen; he plans to take magical action instead.

"I am going to magically bind Mr. Sheen, not to harm him, but to simply prevent him from using this word in such a negative manner in the future," Day said. "If Mr. Sheen is open to it, our coven would be willing to perform a cleansing on both him, his home, and his career."

On his website, Day describes himself as a psychic and an elder of the Coven who has been reading Tarot cards for 20 years and has been trained in the Silva Method http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=85. He is also the founder of Salem’s annual Festival of the Dead which was created to explore "the spectre of death in all his many disguises." Day claims the spiritual side of death guides him through each day, and that the dead "surround us always and whisper their secrets to those who can listen."

As for the binding spells that he plans to work on Sheen, these are typically employed by sorcerers to bind or to hold things, such as to bind a person or spirit to prevent it from doing damage to oneself or to someone else. It is like a contract between two or more parties that is "magically enforced" – meaning it employs occult powers for enforcement.

An example of this can be found in the Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, when Potter entered a name into the Goblet of fire.

"Once a champion has been selected by the Goblet of Fire, he or she is obliged to see the tournament through to the end. The placing of your name in the goblet constitutes a binding, magical contract. There can be no change of heart once you have become a champion," says Albus Dumbledore in the book.

Binding spells are usually accompanied by some kind of ritual, such as one spell that requires the holding of a person’s picture at eye level and imagining a black X over their face. Black ribbon is then wrapped around the picture while saying, "I bind you (person’s name) from doing harm. Harm against other people, and harm against yourself.” This is repeated until the entire ribbon is wrapped around the picture. Black candle wax is then affixed to the ribbon end and an equal-armed cross is drawn over the whole thing. The binder then says, "It is done," and takes the picture outside and buries it.

There are many, many of these spells used for a variety of reasons, from acquiring a demon’s favor to blessing a house or banishing an enemy. All are accompanied by elaborate rituals that must be followed exactly in order for them to work.

Surge of Interest in Satanism Causes Increase in Demand for Exorcists http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=800#more-800 
By Susan Brinkmann, March 31, 2011 

Because of the easy accessibility of information on Satan worshipping on the web, more and more young people are becoming involved in Satanism, which has resulted in an increased demand for the services of exorcists.

The Telegraph is reporting that exorcism is the subject of a six-day conference being held at the Regina Apostolorum Pontifical University in Rome this week. The conference has brought together more than 60 priests as well as doctors, psychologists, psychiatrists, teachers and youth workers who wish to take a serious look at the increasing phenomenon of Satanism and discuss ways to combat its dangers.

"The internet makes it much easier than in the past to find information about Satanism," said Carlo Climati, a member of the university who specializes in the dangers posed to young people by Satanism.

"In just a few minutes you can contact Satanist groups and research occultism. The conference is not about how to become an exorcist. It’s to share information about exorcism, Satanism and sects. It’s to give help to families and priests. There is a particular risk for young people who are in difficulties or who are emotionally fragile," said Mr. Climati.

Organizers of the conference told the Telegraph the rise of Satanism has been dangerously underestimated in recent years, with one of the speakers at the event, Fr. Gabriele Nanni, calling it "a revival."

While the number of genuine cases of possession by the Devil remains relatively small, "we must be on guard because occult and Satanist practices are spreading a great deal, in part with the help of the internet and new technologies that make it easier to access these rituals," Fr. Nanni said.

The United States has the largest concentration of satanic sects in the world. Among the best known are the Church of Satan, Temple of Set, Order of the Black Ram, Werewolf Order, Worldwide Church of Satanic Liberation, and Church of War. Because these groups tend to splinter and divide into new organizations, there is a long list of defunct groups as well as some that seem to exist only on the internet, such as the Order Templi Satanis whose writings are distributed on the web. 

My research on the subject has brought me into contact with experts who say it’s mostly teens and young adults who get involved in Satanism, with many of them becoming interested in the occult during their middle-school years where they are deluged with occult-based reading material, games and comic books.

They usually become involved in Satanism by accident, however. Law enforcement officials say schools are the most common recruiting areas where Satanists single out youth, usually those who don’t seem to fit in or have many close friends. They can also be found standing outside counseling centers for troubled youth, or looking for runaways at train stations and bus depots. Recruiters will befriend them, inviting them to become a member of their "club". Once the recruiter has gained their confidence, they are invited to parties where drugs and alcohol are available. Eventually, the underlying Satanism will be revealed and a light Satanic service will be performed for their benefit to put them at ease.
Once involved, they are initiated into Satanism, which usually requires the committing of a crime such as setting fire to a dumpster or spray painting symbols on a church. From this point, the newcomer will learn satanic prayers, and how to conjure spells, curses and incantations that promise everything from success to the destruction of enemies. Most of these practices are found in Anton LaVey’s Satanic Bible or The Satanic Ritual, both of which are heavily relied upon in the realms of Satan worship.

From there, youth progress to animal sacrifice and may go on to make a pact with the devil, which is a total commitment or blood oath that requires the selling of the soul to the devil. These pacts leave the door wide open for demonic possession, with many young people exhibiting extraordinary powers that only encourage them to delve deeper in the dark arts.

For instance, one former police officer who spent years dealing with the occult told Fr. Lawrence Gesy, author of Today’s Destructive Cults and Movements, that he has seen levitation and other supernatural events that were enough to make the hair on his arms stand up. "In front of twenty-four people, one individual raised himself up from a sofa and hovered in the air. He then slowly moved to the end of the sofa and lowered himself. I have seen people of small frame pick up individuals twice their size and throw them across the room. I assure you, the power is there, it’s real and it exists . . ."

The tide of children turning to the occult shows no signs of abetting anytime soon with occult fiction continuing to fill the young adult shelves at local bookstores, and movies such as Twilight breaking box office records among tweens. Once their appetite has been whetted, children will commonly turn to the internet for more information about the occult, which is where many come into contact with Satanists. 

That the internet and ongoing occult-fiction fad leads children into the occult is not news. As long ago as 2006, a survey by the Barna Group found that an unprecedented 73 percent of teens admitted to dabbling in witchcraft and the occult. Another 12 percent said Potter piqued their interest in the occult – a percentage which translates into 3 million youngsters.

The difference between Christian and occult-based fantasy 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=793#more-793
By Susan Brinkmann, April 1, 2011 

As all regular readers of this blog know, we get many questions about children’s books in which the characters use sorcery in one way or another. In an effort to help Christian parents learn how to discern whether or not this content is suitable for their children, I would like to post insights from Michael O’Brien’s book, Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture (www.studioobrien.com) which I hope you’ll find useful.

In a chapter on Christian fantasy writing, O’Brien compares the magic found in occult fiction such as Harry Potter to that which appears in Christian classics such as J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and C. S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia.

Essentially, the problem is not so much that magic is present in the book, but how the magic is presented. The Potter books use magic in a way that turns the moral order on its head with grave distortions of good and evil. For instance, so-called "black" and "white" magic (a distinction that does not exist) is used by both good and bad characters in the book. This makes magic morally neutral, taking it out of the moral realm completely and making it into a kind of tool.

"If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, is there not an increased likelihood that when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic he will be less able to resist its attractions?" O’Brien asks. "Of course, children are not so naïve as to think they can have Harry’s powers and adventures; they know full well the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding."

Occult fiction often includes other distortions that can have a negative effect on a child’s moral outlook. For instance, in the Potter books adults are presented as mean and those who don’t practice magic to be backward. The books can also be overtly anti-Christian, such as the trilogy, His Dark Materials by Philip Pullman, in which God is openly maligned.

It should come as no surprise that occult-based fiction has produced some rather dark and bitter fruits (which are rarely publicized for obvious reasons.) For example, a January 2006 Barna report on teenage views and behavior regarding the supernatural indicates that "three-quarters of America’s youth (73%) have engaged in at least one type of psychic or witchcraft-related activity, beyond mere media exposure or horoscope exposure." One out of every eight teens (12%) said the Potter books increased their interested in witchcraft, a number which amounts to almost three million young people in the U.S.!

Contrast this with Christian fantasy, which has caused no such turn to the occult. Why not? The Chronicles of Narnia are loaded with magic, as is the Lord of the Rings. What’s the difference?

The difference is that these writers portray magic in the proper context and without upturning the moral order.

As O’Brien explains, throughout Lewis’ fiction, witches are portrayed in classic terms, as malevolent, manipulative and deceiving. An example would be the witch in The Silver Chair who mesmerizes the children to convince them that there is no sun. But one character, the Marsh-wiggle, deliberately burns himself in the fireplace to shock his mind back to reality. When he snaps out of it, he confronts the witch who then reveals her true nature by turning into a serpent, thus alerting the children to their peril.

In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, the four Pevensie children discover a wardrobe that leads them into the land of Narnia. One of the children is then tricked by a witch posing as a beautiful queen who tempts him with treats and promises of power if he will turn on his siblings. He does so, but when he later learns the true nature of the witch, he regrets his action and repents. But he cannot be free of the dominion of the wicked witch until he pays his debt, something that Aslan, the Christ-figure presented in the form of a lion, agrees to do. Aslan sacrifices his own life in exchange for the children, but then miraculously returns to life and liberates Narnia, crowning the children kings and queens of Narnia.

"This is salvation history, distilled in the form of Story," O’Brien writes.

The same holds true with Tolkien, where magic is also portrayed as fraught with deception. As O’Brien explains, the character named Gandalf, who is often referred to as a wizard, is not a classical sorcerer. Rather "Gandalf’s task is to advise, instruct and arouse to resistance the minds and hearts of those threatened by Sauron, the Dark Lord of this saga. Gandalf does not do the work for them; they must use their natural gifts to resist evil and do good – and in this we see an image of grace building on nature, never overwhelming nature or replacing it."

Instead, Gandalf’s gifts are used sparingly, and then only to help others in the exercise of their free will and moral choices. "It is only an assist, never a replacement."

The proper moral order is also reflected in the way Frodo realizes that the ring he has been entrusted with has great powers and he is constantly tempted to use them for the good. "But he learns that to use its powers for such short-range 'goods' increases the probability of long-range disaster, both for himself and for the world."

Tolkien makes it clear that "such powers are very much a domain infested by the 'deceits of the enemy' used for domination of other creatures’ free will. They are metaphors of sin and spiritual bondage."

Compare this to Potter-type literature.

"In neo-pagan fantasy literature, magic in the hands of both 'good' and 'bad' characters is frequently used to overwhelm, deceive and defile," O’Brien writes. "In the Potter series, Harry uses his powers to overwhelm, deceive and defile his human enemies, and he resists Voldemort with the very powers the Dark Lord himself uses."

This same distortion of good and evil is present in the Twilight series which posits the existence of "good" and "bad" vampires. Of course, this can never be true. As E. Michael Jones writes, vampirism the antithesis of Christianity. "Whereas Christ shed his blood so that his followers could have eternal life, Dracula shed his followers’ blood so that he could have eternal life."

Make no mistake, occult-based fictional heroes and heroines have an impact on a child’s ability to distinguish truth from falsehood, good from evil.

As O’Brien explains: "A novel about a boy who regularly skips along a tightrope across Niagara Falls without falling is no real threat to one’s child, because he instantly recognizes the absurdity of the notion. The danger is immediately perceived and the practice rejected. But a novel about a boy who skips along a tightrope across an eternal abyss is a real threat, for the danger is difficult to recognize without knowledge of moral absolutes and a developed sense of the immediacy of spiritual combat. Parents’ warnings about abstract dangers can pale in a child’s mind when compared to tales packed with potent images that have lodged deeply in his imagination."

Any parent who is concerned about the ever-darkening trends in children’s literature needs to read this book because it gives a thorough explanation of the problem and is loaded with tips on how to discern the good, the bad and the ugly in modern reading material.

Cursed by the wizard: Potter star heckled out of Brown 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=910#more-910
By Susan Brinkmann April 26, 2011
Ivy League students weren’t feeling the magic of Harry Potter when they heckled one of its most famous stars right out of Brown University. The Daily News is reporting that actress Emma Watson, who plays Hermione Granger in the Harry Potter movies, has taken a leave of absence from the Providence, Rhode Island institution where she has been studying since 2009. She was apparently unable to live down her role in the Potter tale and was frequently heckled by classmates who would shout quotes from the book such as "Three points for Gryffindor!" when she answered questions correctly in class. The British star was said to have been a good student, much like the character she portrayed in Potter.

According to her personal blog, she very much wanted to have a "normal" experience at Brown, but this was not possible as she was constantly harassed by fellow students about her Potter role.

For instance, during a 2009 football game, Watson was easily spotted in the crowd sitting between two security guards in orange vests. She had to be escorted in and out of the stadium while nearby students shouted Harry Potter phrases at her.

This is not the first time her starring role in the Potter films made her life difficult. At the age of 16, strict security measures had to be taken to protect her from an obsessed Potter fan.

At the time, Sky News reported that Watson was approached by a man in his 20′s who had been following her into her open lectures at a school in Britain.

"The man actually gate-crashed her school," a source told the news service. "She was very alarmed and worried." After the man began questioning Watson about the "Harry Potter" films, police arrived at the scene and questioned him. While police warned the man to leave the actress alone, her school and parents began to take precautions to ensure her safety. Thereafter, she was forced to take a bodyguard with her to school.

The curse of the wizard seems to be following the young woman whose quest for normalcy never materialized at Brown where she couldn’t even enjoy a normal dorm relationship. Her freshman roommate was forced to sign a strict confidentiality agreement before moving in with her.

In a post on Emmawatson.com, she explained her sudden departure from Brown as being a decision to "take a bit of time off to completely finish my work on Harry Potter . . . and to focus on my other professional and acting projects."

She has not given up on getting a degree, however. "I will still be working towards my degree,” she said. “It’s just going to take me a semester or two longer than I thought."

Her next movie, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part II, is due out in July.

Potter’s Last Gasp and the Rise of Demon-Friendly Fiction 
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=1179#more-1179 
By Susan Brinkmann July 15, 2011
For those of us who have been praying for the end of Harry Potter mania, at least one part of the phenomena is coming to a close – the movie based on the final book is being released today.

Hopefully, this will be the end of the annual regurgitation of Potter’s sorcery-inspiring fables but it’ll definitely go out with a bang. Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows (Part 2) is based on the seventh and last book in the series, an edition that sold 11 million copies in the first 24 hours it was on sale, making it the "fastest selling book in history."

No doubt the rush to see the movie will be just as big of a stampede.

But the end of the Potter tales is no reason to let our guard down. Our youth continue to be deluged by occult fiction that has become even darker and more ominous than Potter (if you can believe it).

An example is a series by Diana Rowland, which is based on a detective named Kara Gillian who is a Summoner of Demons. Yes, you heard me right. Gillian summons demons through a portal and they do her bidding – such as in the opening chapter when someone breaks into her home and she calls up a demon named Kehlirik who supposedly obeys her commands (like that’s possible). Gillian and her demon are actually "chummy" – another indication that the author doesn’t have a clue about demonology and is passing along her clueless suggestions to impressionable young minds who will no doubt start trying to communicate with their own demons after reading this book!

Take a look at this excerpt to see if this is something you want your child to read: http://www.randomhouse.com/book/158292/mark-of-the-demon-by-diana-rowland/9780553592351/?view=excerpt 

But that’s not all. Jenna Black’s series, published by Bantam Dell, are based on an exorcist named Morgan Kingsley who allows a sexy demon named Lugh to inhabit her body in order "to save the human race." This demon is said to "moan softly" while Kingsley is in bed with her mortal lover, Brian, who is "reluctant to share the pleasures of Morgan’s flesh with a gorgeous rogue from the Demon Realm."

I’m not making this up. Excerpts from these books, described by publisher Bantam Dell, can be read at http://www.jennablack.com/books.htm#morgan.   
I can remember covering the Potter series when it debuted in the late 90′s and hearing people boo-hoo the warnings about where books like this would lead. To all you boo-hooers out there – we told you so! 

Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano praises Potter film
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8621
By Susan Brinkmann, July 15, 2011

Contrary to earlier reviews in which Harry Potter was called the wrong image of a hero,” a review of the latest Harry Potter film in the Vatican’s L’Osservatore Romano says that while the movie may be too scary for young viewers, the story champions the values of friendship and sacrifice. 

The Catholic News Service is reporting that in a review written for L’Osservatore Romano about tonight’s premiere of the film, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2, Gaetano Vallini said that while the movie is dark enough to disturb younger audiences, the story line presents evil in the proper context. 

“As for the content, evil is never presented as fascinating or attractive in the saga, but the values of friendship and of sacrifice are highlighted. In a unique and long story of formation, through painful passages of dealing with death and loss, the hero and his companions mature from the lightheartedness of infancy to the complex reality of adulthood,” he said.

Vallini says that young people have grown up with Potter through reading the seven books in the series “and they certainly have understood that magic is only a narrative pretext useful in the battle against an unrealistic search for immortality.”

In a second review appearing in the same issue, Antonio Carriero said the saga championed Christian values, such as how Potter’s archenemy, Lord Voldemort, chooses not to love others and sees himself as the center of the universe.

Rather than being a figure of the devil, Carriero said Voldemort is like many modern men and women who think they can do without God and without others, who say they don’t believe in heaven and yet are the most afraid of dying.

“Eternal life is reached through death, not without it,” Carriero writes. “And Harry Potter, although he never declared himself a Christian, calls on the dark magician to mend his ways, repent for what he has done and recognize the primacy of love over everything so he will not be damned for eternity.”

This review is in stark contrast to one that appeared in the same paper in 2008 in which Edoardo Rialti said that despite the seemingly Christian values that can be found in the story, “at the foundations of this tale is the proposal that of witchcraft as positive, the violent manipulation of things and people thanks to the knowledge of the occult, an advantage of a select few: the ends justify the means because the knowledgeable, the chosen ones, the intellectuals know how to control the dark powers and turn them into good.”

He adds, “This is a grave and deep lie, because it is the old Gnostic temptation of confusing salvation and truth with a secret knowledge.”

Even though Harry is presented as being rich in Christian values, he is very unlike the characters found in Christian fantasy classics such as those written by J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis. ” . . . (T)he main characters of the great fables never become magicians, and the seductive power of magic has always had grave and destructive consequences: the stories of Tolkien and Lewis describe the rejection of magic and power, not of a certain magic and a certain power, but of power and magic as such.”
Therefore, Rialti argues, “There is nothing more antithetical to Harry Potter than Tolkien’s young Frodo or Lewis’ Pevensie siblings.”

Tolkien and Lewis portray “the extraordinary discovery of true Christianity, for which the main character of history is not an exceptional human being, like in the ancient paganism or in today’s ideologies, but a person who says yes to the initiatives of God’s mysteries.”

Instead, “Harry Potter shows a pale disregard for the ‘muggles’, the common human beings who do not have magic,” Rialti points out.

In Rowling’s stories “we are told that, at the end, some things are not bad in themselves, if used for a good purpose: violence becomes good, if in the right hands and [used by] the right people, and maybe in the right dose.”

Thus, “Harry Potter proposes a wrong and malicious image of the hero, an unreligious one, which is even worst that an explicitly anti-religious proposition.” In the Bible, the Devil “never says ‘there is no God’, but presents instead the seductive proposition: ‘you will be like God’.”

Rialti also points out that then-Cardinal Ratzinger’s criticism of Potter, as expressed to German journalist Gabriele Kuby, remains more relevant than ever. In correspondence to Kuby, Cardinal Ratzinger said: “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly.”

Potter expert criticizes positive review of film in Vatican newspaper
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=8644
By Susan Brinkmann, July 19, 2011

Michael D. O’Brien, one of the world’s foremost experts on Harry Potter, says the positive review of the latest Potter film published in last week’s L’Osservatore Romano ignored the Pope’s opinion of the series and raises questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the paper. 

LifeSiteNews.com is reporting that O’Brien, author of Harry Potter and the Paganization of the Culture, said the latest review appearing in the Vatican’s newspaper, which praised Potter as championing the values of friendship and sacrifice, “is symptomatic of serious problems in the condition of many modern Catholics, he said. This is why, when cultural material that contains a highly toxic message such as Potter is wrapped in some positive “values”, the public is so easily seduced into thinking it’s good. “To believe that the Potter message is about fighting evil is superficial. On practically every page of the series, and in its spin-off films, evil is presented as ‘bad’, and yet the evil means by which the evil is resisted are presented as good,” O’Brien says.

He goes on to warn that although Potter is presented as charming, his character is a metaphor of the Antichrist. 

“In the novels, Harry is called ‘the Chosen One.’ He chooses to rise from the dead. He defeats evil with the instruments and gnostic powers of sorcery, wielding the ultimate instrument with which he saves the world because he has become ‘Master over Death.’ At the climax of the seven-volume Potter epic, having saved the world from evil, the resurrected Harry is treated with reverent awe, various characters pressing forward to touch him, ‘their leader and symbol, their saviour and their guide.’”

The fact that the Vatican newspaper would publish a glowing review of such a film does not seem to have surprised O’Brien, who says the paper has “a habit of making a split between faith and culture, and most strangely by straining to praise fundamentally disordered cultural material.”

He also questioned why the article ignored Pope Benedict’s critical insight into the Potter series. In 2003, then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger praised a German author named Gabriele Kuby for exposing the hidden evil in the saga. “It is good, that you enlighten people about Harry Potter, because those are subtle seductions, which act unnoticed and by this deeply distort Christianity in the soul, before it can grow properly,” Ratzinger wrote at the time.

Publishing an article that directly contradicts statements from the Pope raises serious questions about who is behind the editorial policies at the Vatican newspaper, O’Brien said.

“Why would they posit as good a tale about a violent, morally confused sorcerer as a Christ-figure?”

To express concern to the editors of L’Osservatore Romano, contact them at: 

Vatican newspaper
Editorial office
Telephone: + 39 06 698 83461/84442
Fax: + 39 06 698 83675
e-mail: segretaria@ossrom.va
Vatican Exorcist Calls Yoga “Satanic”
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=10802
By Susan Brinkmann, November 30, 2011

Rome’s chief exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, has reignited the debate over whether Christians can practice yoga by declaring that both yoga and Harry Potter are tools of the devil. 

NY Daily News is reporting that Father Amorth made the comments at a film festival in the Italian city of Umbria this week where he was invited to introduce the new movie, The Rite.
“Practicing yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter,” Father Amorth said.
He went on to say that those seemingly “innocuous” Potter books convince kids to believe in black magic.

“In Harry Potter the Devil acts in a crafty and covert manner, under the guise of extraordinary powers, magic spells and curses.” 

As for yoga, it leads to Hinduism and “all eastern religions are based on a false belief in reincarnation,” the 86-year-old priest said.

“Satan is always hidden and what he most wants is for us not to believe in his existence,” he said. “He studies every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil, and then he offers temptations.”

Father Amorth, who performed more than 50,000 exorcisms since retiring in 2000, is the author of two books on his experiences and is both the founder and honorary president of the International Association of Exorcists.

Father Amorth is not alone in his estimation of both Potter and yoga. Pope Benedict once warned of “subtle seductions” in the Potter books that “dissolve Christianity in the soul.”

In 1999, while serving as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he issued the document “Some Aspects of Christian Meditation” in which he warns Catholics about the dangers of eastern practices such as yoga, Zen, and transcendental meditation, saying that these practices have the danger of degenerating “into a cult of the body” that debases Christian prayer. He also states that yoga poses could create a feeling of well-being in the body which could be confused with “authentic consolations of the Holy Spirit.” 

New Video Game Based on Potter Spells
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=14705#more-14705
By Susan Brinkmann, June 6, 2012
Just when we thought we’d seen the last of Harry Potter, author J. K. Rowling has decided to collaborate with Sony in a new video game called Book of Spells which is based on the magick and sorcery found in her best-selling novels. 

The Daily Mail is reporting that the new game is intended to take on Microsoft’s Xbox in the computer gaming wars. It involves an electronic book and a Sony Move controller with a wand attachment. A camera on top of the TV captures movements and brings the book to life on screen. When players cast spells, pages from the book come alive with dragons and even fire appearing out of the book as players progress, learning spells as they go.
“This is the closest a Muggle can come to a real spellbook,” said Rowling, who created the content for the game which takes players through wizard training at Hogwarts. “I’ve loved working with Sony’s creative team to bring my spells, and some of the history behind them, to life. This is an extraordinary device that offers a reading experience like no other.”

The “history behind” the curses is what has concerned parents and experts for years over the Potter series.  Rowling has admitted that she engaged in extensive research into mythology, folklore, and occult beliefs in order to provide material for her books.

In one interview, when asked where her ideas for the wizard classes and spells came from, she said: “Most of the spells are invented, but some of them have a basis in what people used to believe worked. We owe a lot of our scientific knowledge to the alchemists!”

For instance, the Avada Kedavra or killing curse comes from an ancient spell in Aramaic which means “let the thing be destroyed.”

The arithmancy which is taught in the third year at Hogwarts is based on a method of fortune-telling known as numerology.

The fact that the spells in Potter books are often used to bring about “good” is even more problematic, according to Michael O’Brien, author of Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture.
“If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, is there not an increased likelihood that when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic he will be less able to resist its attractions?” he asks.

“Of course children are not so naive as to think they can have Harry’s powers and adventures: they know full well the story is make-believe. But on the subconscious level they have absorbed it as experience, and this experience tells them that the mysterious forbidden is highly rewarding.”

The new video game will add another dimension to the “experience” of spell casting, making it even more appealing to young minds.

A review of the game appearing on Gaming Examiner sums up the problems inherent in a children’s game based on witchcraft.

“Book of Spells provides students with a safe environment in which to read, discover, learn and practice spells they already know and love, such as Incendio, Wingardium Leviosa and Expelliarmus, as well as discover mischievous notes and spells scribbled into the margins by previous Hogwarts students, and humorous anecdotal facts relating to the spells. J.K. Rowling has written a conundrum that leads you through the experience, providing insight into the values a witch or wizard has to learn, and inviting you to journey through the book to unlock new content, rewarding successful students along the way.”

The new game was announced at the E3 games conference in Los Angeles and is expected to go on sale this Christmas.

Click here to get your copy of Michael O’Brien’s book, Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture. On this EWTN show, Michael O’Brien explains the dangers inherent in occult fiction such as the Harry Potter series.

Occult-Fiction in Catholic Schools
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=45251#more-45251
By Susan Brinkmann, November 23, 2015

The presence of occult-based fiction in Catholic schools has become a very real and pervasive problem across the United States. It all started with Harry Potter, but since then, there has been enormous growth in this genre with more and more titles being made available to children and teens.

For instance, there are over 100 books for young people listed on Amazon under the header – occult fiction. These include Spellcasting in Silk, In a Witches Wardrobe, Magic and Macaroons. 
The Jane Madison series includes Girl’s Guide to Witchcraft, Sorcery and the Single Girl, Magic and the Modern Girl, Single Witch’s Survival Guide, Joy of Witchcraft.

Sadly, these are all BESTSELLERS! And they are all loaded with sorcery – which is the deliberate evocation of occult forces in order to effect power over another.

God forbid any of these books, which are overtly occult-based, should be found in a Catholic school library, but there are plenty of less conspicuous titles that can find their way into a Catholic library and do just as much damage to a child’s moral outlook. These include: The Alchemist by Paul Coelho; Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling; the Kane Chronicles and Percy Jackson series by Rick Riordan; Magic Treehouse series by Mary Pope Osborne; Maximum Ride series by James Patterson to name a few.

So what should a parent do about this? 

First of all, when approaching the librarian/teacher/principal, don’t go negative! Keep in mind that these people are much like the general Catholic population who are not very well versed in the occult. Most of them wouldn’t know Satan if they tripped over him and cannot be counted upon to perceive his presence in the kind of nuanced way that he presents himself to our children – such as under the cover of “harmless fiction”. In fact, I’ve met some educators who don’t even know that magic is considered to be sorcery by the Church – a practice that is categorically condemned throughout Scripture!

So tread lightly here.

The first thing you should do is educate yourself on this subject. A great book about the occult is Paul Thigpen’s Manual for Spiritual Warfare. John LaBriola also wrote a fantastic book entitled Onward Catholic Soldier which gives the faithful a comprehensive view of this subject. The Church document entitled Catholic Faith and Demonology is another excellent source of information as is the catechesis of Blessed Paul VI in 1972 on the subject of Satan and entitled Confronting the Devil’s Power (I use this extensively in my talks on the subject).

After doing this, share some of what you’ve learned with a teacher/principal/librarian with the goal of helping them to understand why the books are dangerous to children. If at all possible, let them think it’s their idea that something could be wrong with the books.

Because you’ll probably be confronted with the “it’s just harmless fiction” argument, you might want to present the educator with a book by Michael D. O’Brien called Harry Potter and the Paganization of Culture which explains that the problem isn’t so much that magic is present in the book but how the magic is presented.  

For example, the Potter books use magic in a way that turns the moral order on its head with grave distortions of good and evil. It presents magic as being either “black” and “white” (a distinction that does not exist) and allows it to be used by both good and bad characters in the book. This makes magic morally neutral, taking it out of the moral realm completely and making it into a kind of tool.

If magic is presented as a good, or as morally neutral, when a young person encounters opportunities to explore the world of real magic, what will make him/her hesitate if it’s believed to be good?

Occult fiction also tends to include other distortions that can have a negative effect on a child’s moral outlook. For instance, in the Potter books, adults are presented as mean and those who don’t practice magic to be backward.

This is much different from books such as the Chronicles of Narnia and The Lord of the Rings which present magic in the right context – that it is evil no matter how it is used.

The bottom line is that getting these books out of schools isn’t going to happen overnight. It’s something that will take time. It will require effort on the part of all parties involved – and in this busy world it will be very, very easy for Satan to convince both you and the educators that there just isn’t enough time for all this.

So make it easy on the teacher – offer some of the alternative selections to occult-based fiction to great fantasy books for kids which can be found on the Family Christian website.

Last but not at all least – PRAY! And be persistent about it. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you in this task, to give you the right words, the right attitude, in which to approach this with love. 

And don’t give up. Remember, our children’s spiritual lives are at stake. No price is too high to pay for their eternal life!  

Just when you thought Harry Potter was done…
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=47515 

February 17, 2016
For those of us who breathed a sigh of relief when author J.K. Rowling decided to end the controversial Harry Potter book series, news of a new book set to launch this summer comes as a mix of bad news and déjà vu.

According to The Washington Post, the eighth book is actually the script for an “original new story” that Rowling wrote as a stage play along with Jack Thorne and John Tiffany. Entitled Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, the play is scheduled to debut in London on the day before Harry’s “birthday” – July 30.

The new story is set 19 years after the end of the last book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows and features a grown-up Harry as “an overworked employee of the Ministry of Magic, a husband, and father of three school-age children.” Married to Ginny Weasley, they have two sons named Albus and James, and a daughter named Lily. 
“While Harry grapples with a past that refuses to stay where it belongs, his youngest son Albus must struggle with the weight of a family legacy he never wanted,” reads an announcement from Rowling’s website, Pottermore.  “As past and present fuse ominously, both father and son learn the uncomfortable truth: sometimes darkness comes from unexpected places.”

A day after the play debuts, Rowling plans to release the script which will be in the form of a two-part book.

“Pottermore is proud to be a key part of the multi-platform effort that will allow the epic eighth Harry Potter story to be read and enjoyed by a wider, global audience,” said Susan L. Jurevics, chief executive officer of J.K. Rowling’s online home base Pottermore in an announcement on the site.

Unfortunately, the Potter series might be finished, but Rowling isn’t, nor have we seen the last of her wizarding tales. She is set to debut her screenwriting skills in November 2016 with the release of the film Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them.
Just what our children need – more occult fiction.

Looks like the next round of the Harry Potter Wars is about to commence.

The devil and your intentions

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57235    
February 20, 2017
It’s a well-established fact that most people who get involved in the New Age – which includes many practices founded in the occult – are “dabblers.” They’re just poking around in this or that, looking for a spiritual high, a “connection” to the universe, an escape from reality, a cure for what ails them.
Others are in it for the money. “Most New Age activities are commercial ventures, initiated by small entrepreneurs, fortune-tellers of all kinds, mediums and ‘healers’,” writes Benjamin Beit-Hallahami in Psychological Perspectives in Religion and Religiosity.

But almost no one takes it very seriously.
In fact, one of the most common remarks I hear from people who dabble in things as serious as the occult is, “But I was just fooling around!”
Like the youngsters who are playing with Ouija boards and who say, “But we’re just trying to have some fun!”

The grieving widow who visits the medium, “I just want to know my husband is okay!”

The exercise enthusiast who balks at warnings about yoga and claims, “I’m just doing the exercises.”

The parents of children who read sorcery-laden books because they’re popular at school who say, “But it’s just fiction!”

While it’s true that all of these excuses are innocent enough, does this mean that just because the people involved in these scenarios weren’t intending to consort with the devil that they’re protected from demonic attack?

Absolutely not.

Let me explain.

The Catholic Church teaches that a person’s intention really matters when it comes to committing sin. As we read in No. 1750 “Freedom makes man a moral subject. When he acts deliberately, man is, so to speak, the father of his acts. Human acts, that is, acts that are freely chosen in consequence of a judgment of conscience, can be morally evaluated. They are either good or evil.”

The morality of his acts depend upon: 1) the object chosen; 2) the end in view or the intention; 3) the circumstances of the action.

“The object, the intention, and the circumstances make up the ‘sources,’ or constitutive elements, of the morality of human acts,” the Catechism summarizes.

And why is this so?

Because ours is a just God. He takes into account our intentions, circumstances, infirmities, weaknesses, etc.

But when we’re talking about the devil, there is no such sense of justice.

He could care less that you’re playing with an Ouija board just for kicks. He’s going to answer your attempts to contact the “other side” regardless of who you think you’re communicating with.

The devil could also care less that you believe posing your body in a position designed to worship the sun god is a harmless exercise. 

Our early Church Fathers taught that demons hide behind the names of false gods. This means that the demon hiding behind the sun god is perfectly happy to respond to this summons regardless of who calls him into an exercise class.

And because he’s also a cold-hearted monster, he is even more pleased when he can convince a grieving widow that she’s really hearing her husband’s voice rather than his own perfect imitation.

He’s also delighted when he can trick an innocent child into practicing some of the spells he reads about in Harry Potter or any of the dozens of other books that promote sorcery to children.

The bottom line is that the devil doesn’t play fair. This is why there’s no such thing as dabbling in the occult or any of a variety of New Age practices that open the door to the occult, such as certain healing techniques like Reiki, medical intuitives, angel readers – all of which rely upon the intervention of “spirit guides” or other spiritual entities.

Unless you are in a state of grace (regular confession and Eucharist, sincere desire to turn away from sin) even something as minor as an occasional dabble can be dangerous.
This explains why Monsignor Patrick Branken, official exorcist for the Diocese of Tulsa, warned curiosity seekers who might attend a black mass planned for the Oklahoma City Civic Center in 2014 that they are placing themselves in extreme danger regardless of just being there out of curiosity.

“I would think that there would be a real strong possibility, especially in the state of sin, that they would walk out possessed,” Msgr. Branken said about these attendees. “If someone went there out of curiosity, especially if there was a possibility that they were not in the state of grace, they could easily come out with a demonic attachment, whether it would be an oppression, obsession or a full possession.”

The devil is real and he despises every single one of us with a murderous hatred. Does this sound like someone you want to “dabble” around with?
Safety of playdates in homes where occult is practiced 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57936    

April 6, 2017

JA writes: “I am a mom and we often go for playdates. Unfortunately many of our friends are using essential oils, homeopathy, yoga, Harry Potter … My question is, can we visit their houses? Can they visit our house?”
As long as you and your children are in a state of grace, you will be fine…
The real danger is when the occupants of a house are engaged in outright occult practices such as sorcery (i.e., practicing the spells in the Harry Potter books), dabbling in wiccan rituals, playing with Ouija boards, performing Reiki “healings.” These actions call upon powers that are not sourced in God.

Even if the owner of the house thinks it’s just harmless “dabbling”, demons will come. And, as we all know, they have a bad habit of attaching themselves to both the one who summoned them and the domicile into which they are called.

And remember, Satan has no sense of justice – he comes when called – regardless of the intentions of the “dabbler.”

As for allowing persons who actively engage in these practices to visit your house, I would advise against it only because the spirits they are consorting with tend to become attached to them. 
However, if they are just using homeopathic drugs or essential oils, there should be no problem with allowing them into your home.

The bottom line is this – always remain in a state of grace. In this way, no matter situation you find yourself in, you will always be under the protection of our good and faithful God.

Raised on Potter, millennials embrace occult 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61108             

November 7, 2017

A glowing article about how millennials are ditching religion for astrology and psychics celebrates the fact that millennials – the first generation to come of age during the Harry Potter era – are ditching religion. Should we be surprised?
Writing for Marketwatch.com, reporter Kari Paul seems almost giddy over the decline in interest among millennials for religion.

“Interest in spirituality has been booming in recent years while interest in religion plummets, especially among millennials,” she breathlessly reports. “The majority of Americans now believe it is not necessary to believe in God to have good morals, a study from Pew Research Center released Wednesday found. The percentage of people between the ages of 18 and 29 who ‘never doubt existence of God’ fell from 81% in 2007 to 67% in 2012.”

She continues: “Meanwhile, more than half of young adults in the U.S. believe astrology is a science compared to less than 8% of the Chinese public. The psychic services industry — which includes astrology, aura reading, mediumship, tarot-card reading and palmistry, among other metaphysical services — grew 2% between 2011 and 2016. It is now worth $2 billion annually, according to industry analysis firm IBIS World.”

In the article, Paul interviewed Melissa Jayne, the owner of a Brooklyn-based metaphysical boutique, who said she’s seen a major uptick in the interest in the occult in the last five years, especially among New Yorkers in their 20’s.

“Whether it be spell-casting, tarot, astrology, meditation and trance, or herbalism, these traditions offer tangible ways for people to enact change in their lives,” Paul writes. “For a generation that grew up in a world of big industry, environmental destruction, large and oppressive governments, and toxic social structures, all of which seem too big to change, this can be incredibly attractive.”

What Paul neglects to add is that they also grew up in the age of Harry Potter and other occult fiction that was passed off as “just a book” but actually whetted the appetites of our youth to the occult.

A Barna study conducted in 2006 found that four out of five teens had read Harry Potter. As a result, one out of every eight teenagers (12%) said that the Potter chronicles increased their interest in witchcraft. Three-quarters of America’s youth (73%) have engaged in at least one type of psychic or witchcraft-related activity, beyond mere media exposure or horoscope usage.

Those teens are now millennials.
Another shocking revelation in the article is that millennials – who are among the most educated people in the country, think astrology, which is a Babylonian occult art, is a science!

Paul never bothers to correct the record by stating that astronomy – not astrology – is a science and these young people have it all wrong. Instead, she interviews a millennial who tells her that when she greets people these days, she doesn’t ask where they live or what they do – she asks what their sign is.

“So many millennials read their horoscopes every day and believe them,” said the woman who is named Coco Layne. “It is a good reference point to identify and place people in the world.”

As I report in my book, The New Age Compendium, today’s astrology isn’t even based on the real number of planets and only recognizes five of them – Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. According to Father Mitch Pacwa, leaving out the rest of them allows each astrologer to make up his or her own interpretation of these planetary influences! How’s that for an “exact science”?

In fact, if one applied real science to astrology, “whatever date the newspaper gives for your sign, move it back one whole sign, because that, in fact, is your real sign,” Fr. Pacwa says.
For that matter, why would anyone with even a moderate degree of education want to rely on something that has been proven wrong time and time again. Perhaps the most spectacular example is when the French statistician Michel Gauquelin sent the horoscope for one of the worst mass murderers in French history to 150 unsuspecting people who were asked how well it fit them. A whopping 94 percent said they recognized themselves in the description.

If horoscopes were true, that would mean the majority of those 150 people are mass murderers!

Paul goes on to celebrate Gwyneth Paltrow’s ludicrous website, Goop, which just received the “worst pseudoscience” award for promoting outlandish – and sometimes dangerous – products such as yoni eggs (which are inserted into the vagina and can cause toxic shock and/or bacterial vaginosis), Body Vibe stickers (which claimed to be NASA inspired until NASA set them straight and made them remove all mention of their name) and ayahuasca tea (that has led to the death of several people).

Aside from the fact that the article was ridiculously biased in its reporting, it does draw attention to the very real loss of faith in the younger generation. This, coupled with this generation’s fascination with occult-fiction, is adding up to a real spiritual disaster among young adults in this country.
Favourable Catholic reviews of Potter
1. Sr. Rose Pacatte, F.S.P., (St Pauls) is a media-literacy education specialist. She has an M.Ed. in media studies from the University of London, a certificate in pastoral communications from the University of Dayton and a diploma in catechetics. She writes the "Eye on Entertainment" column for St. Anthony Messenger.
St. Anthony Messenger, February 2006, Eye on Entertainment, page 6 Sr. Rose Pacatte, F.S.P.,

She awards The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe with 'A Bouquet of Roses' [the next lower is Four Roses; Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire gets Three Roses in the same issue]. Its rating is given as A-2, PG [Harry Potter is given A-2, PG-13, and Batman Begins an A-3, PG-13. But Batman Begins gets Four Roses].

(Catholic Classifications: 

A-1 General patronage

A-2 Adults and adolescents

A-3 Adults

L      Limited adult audience

O     Morally offensive)

USCCB Movie Review: www.usccb.org/movies/index.htm
Sr. Rose's and others: www.CatholicMovieReviews.org)

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

This fourth Harry Potter film is the best because of the centrality of the theme of all the Potter books and movies: sacrificial love.
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: StAnthony@AmericanCatholic.org Sent: Friday, March 17, 2006 2:41 PM 
Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Fr. Pat,
I refer to Irene Wunderlich's letter in your February issue, and to Sr. Rose Pacatte's response. 
I can understand Irene's concern. Sr. Rose had defended herself well, but that is beside the point. 
In the same issue I examined Sr. Rose's reviews. I am shocked. What on earth is a nun doing watching scores of movies a year? To review them? Anyone's conscience would surely be dulled after all that. One cannot simply remain neutral. Note that Sr. Rose has awarded the Harry Potter film Three Roses and the A-2 category, whereas Batman Begins which is an A-3 film gets Four Roses. One would expect that a nun would review films against standards from Biblical and Church teaching! Or do some other useful ministry. Just because some Board in the US or some priest or nun decides that the Potter books and films are about "sacrificial love", it doesn't mean that we are going to blindly agree with them. Thousands of Catholics have discerned that Harry Potter is all about Wicca. But then maybe Sr. Rose wouldn't be reading their reviews, would she? Yours sincerely, Michael Prabhu, Catholic Evangelist Chennai, India 
From: RosePacatte@aol.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Cc: CHeffron@americancatholic.org ; stanthony@americancatholic.org ; amyl@americancatholic.org Sent: Friday, March 17, 2006 10:51 PM 

Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Michael, Thank you for your letter to Fr. Pat, Editor of St. Anthony Messenger. The magazine has forwarded your letter/email to me. Although I am not required to respond, I thought that since you took the time to write, I would do so.

The interpretation of film is very subjective; people interpret according to their education, family formation, level of moral and faith development and most especially life experience. You seem upset, however, as much by my view of Harry Potter as by the fact that I am a religious who is trained to engage with the media critically, through the lens of faith. This is your personal opinion, and I respect that. But it seems you are writing about two different issues.

I would like to respond with the words of the founder of my religious community, Blessed James Alberione and a thought from Pope John Paul II: 

"The cinema is a gift of God’s munificence to humanity, a priceless medium of instruction and apostolate: 
'A good movie can make a deeper impression than a sermon.' ” - Blessed James Alberione

"If Catholic communicators can find the right words and images with which to proclaim the Gospel, then even the unresponsive and hostile may recognize in what is offered a truly creative voice which speaks to their deepest longings." 

--Letter to Artists by Pope John Paul II

Naturally, what constitutes a "good movie" is the question. There is no universal standard for this. Different cultures often interpret movies differently, and give different ratings to them to guide parents and viewers (ratings and reviews are "information for guidance" and people are free to accept them or not). The apostolate of my community, the Daughters of St. Paul, is to use the media to evangelize as well as to help form critical viewers (not negative viewers) of faith. We also consider the media to be "gifts of God" first of all. I perform my apostolate with the approval of my religious superiors because this work is in keeping with our mission. I see about six films a month, far less than most reviewers; this past year I was also a member of an ecumenical film jury so I saw more films than usual. 

The Church teaches that the entire reality of the human condition can be the subject of the arts and that truth, beauty and goodness - and a critical (not negative) attitude is a necessary skill for consuming all forms of media productions.

This past week a news organization from Rome, reported on what Archbishop John Foley, the President of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications told the members of the council at their annual meeting:

"In his homily the U.S.-born archbishop commented on a Gospel passage, Luke 6:36-37, when Jesus told his disciples: "Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven." "As many of us know all too well," Archbishop Foley said, "the communications community has often expected and too often received from the Church more condemnation than commendation, more negative criticism than positive affirmation." "The fact that the Church has often been correct in its criticisms has not diminished their sting," he observed. "The fact that many good productions have gone unrecognized has intensified the hurt from the criticisms."
Archbishop Foley, 70, quoted one of the patrons of communications, St. Francis of Sales, who said: "You can catch more flies with a spoonful of honey than with a barrel of vinegar." "Let us continue not so much to curse the darkness as to offer the light of Christ through the communications media to those searching for purpose in life and love -- because 'Deus Caritas Est,' God is love," said Archbishop Foley.

In conclusion, it is my personal opinion, influenced by faith, that there is much good in the Harry Potter film(s). I think sacrificial love transcends evil. Also, the Harry Potter story needs to be interpreted in the light of children's fiction and the role of metaphor in story-telling. The key difference between the Harry Potter films and other films that are about children and are dark (because life is bleak for many children), is that in the Harry Potter stories adults act in benevolent ways toward children: they care for them. In "A Series of Unfortunate Events" however, a very imaginative and dark film about lonely children, adults are presented as stupid, and no one cares for the children; in fact, adults are malevolent. I reviewed this series as a poor example of a film for children.

Once again, thank you for writing. I think we can agree to disagree. But be assured that my religious superiors, the archbishop and the vicar for religious of my diocese are very aware of my activities and apostolate and find them suitable. Religious life is not about being separate from the world, but about being Jesus in the world. 

May the Lord continue to bless your work of evangelization; may your light shine. Sincerely, Sr. Rose Pacatte, FSP
PLEASE REPLY WITH NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: rpacatte@paulinemedia.com  
Pauline Center for Media Studies http://www.paulinecenterformediastudies.org/
Eye on Entertainment/St. Anthony Messenger http://www.americancatholic.org/movies/default.asp 
Sr. Rose's Movie Blog http://journals.aol.com/rosepacatte/MyMovies
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: RosePacatte@aol.com Cc: CHeffron@americancatholic.org ; St. Anthony Messenger Press ; amyl@americancatholic.org Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 10:56 PM Subject: Re: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Sister Rose,

I greatly appreciate the effort to which you have gone to defend your position[s]. However I am not convinced. Your reply was on expected lines.

I could give a lengthy and detailed rebuttal of each of your arguments, but I will restrain myself to a few.

Before I do so, I request you to please visit my website and examine the contents [www.ephesians511.net]. From your letter I 'judge' that you will label me a fundamentalist or whatever after visiting the site and learning what my ministry is all about. I pray that this time I am wrong.
It is a crusade to expose the New Age within the Church. Please examine ONE article in particular, the report on Catholic Ashrams. There are dozens of other reports that I have written BEFORE I started using the pc, so they are not on the website. They will be in a couple of months. A couple of them are on Harry Potter. Another one is titled: 

"A list of questionable, non-Catholic, occult and New Age books that are printed, published and/or sold at St. Pauls bookstores in India."

I travel a lot, and have visited every St. Pauls bookshop in this large country. Several times. The above is self-explanatory. HUNDREDS of titles.

My reports are circulated to ALL the Bishops of India, some to the Holy See. The responses have been encouraging. I have many friends [and enemies] among the St. Pauls priests, brothers and nun sisters.

Just a few days ago I had the privilege of being invited to tea by the visiting [from another city] priest-editor of a St. Pauls monthly, and his Provincial. They agree with my views. Several of your bookstores have removed books that I have objected to. Others [nuns] ask me to stop visiting them.

One nun suggested that I could do better by preaching to the millions of gentiles in India, than visiting her shop every few months to inspect and list some of the rubbish she stocks. I smiled and told her that I would simply LOVE to do that ministry if only SHE would do hers!! No argument.

Just last month, one St Paul's periodical carried a covering letter appended along with a letter from me, and these were given to every delegate to the Conference of the Catholic Bishops of India.

I am in no way saying that ALL Catholic media or all St Pauls ministries are bad. I am not generalising.

I bring to the attention of the editors of ALL Catholic periodicals the errors etc. [and they are aplenty] that they publish, and send copies of the letter to the concerned Bishops. Some of them are now very careful about the contents of their magazines, and innocent Catholics are saved a lot of error and confusion.

Dear Sister, I am not, and was not, upset by your response to the other subscriber or to your classification of films, or with your ministry. I am just doing mine. You could do the same ministry differently. I could and I would. You could tell your readers why they should NOT watch a certain movie. Or read a certain book. Simple and straight. In it, this is what is a no-no for Catholic Christians. And it is not subjective or relative.

Because we DO have a universal standard. The Bible. The Word of God, and Church teaching. For me the solution is easy. I don't know why it should be so difficult for others. [Of course the argument would follow that it is MY interpretation of them]. But it is the sad condition of the Church today which is the reason why thousands of lay persons like me are in fulltime lay ministry. [The 'lens of faith' could mean little to most Catholics.]

I have quoted your founder so suitably in my article on St. Pauls, that not one response has been received.

They know that what is going on is not good and right. If Blessed Alberione were around today, he probably would not recognize the congregation that he had founded insofar as much of the means and the goals are concerned.

Discernment is almost zero. I had books on reincarnation and the occult and several other such topics removed from a St Pauls bookshop at a Catholic convention on two occasions.

St Pauls bookshops continue to print, publish and/or sell books [many authored by priests and nuns] on issues that the 3rd February 2003 Vatican Provisional Report classifies as New Age.

Last year one of my close nun friends in Bombay left the DSP to join the Cloistered Carmelites.

Thank you for quoting Luke 6 on judging others. I could respond to that in detail, but I suggest John 7: 24 and 1 Cor 5: 12. Out of the hundreds of [encouraging] letters that I have received from Bishops in the last 3 years in response to my reports, one of them was sarcastic. He gave me that quote about the honey... and I respectfully replied to him that we were not talking about attracting flies at all; this was spiritual warfare. I did not hear from him again.

It is interesting that you quoted Archbishop Foley, but failed to refer to two other messages which were made around the same time:

1. Television: the Default "Educator" of Society Interview with Brent Bozell 
ALEXANDRIA, Virginia, MARCH 15, 2006 (Zenit.org). ZE06031520

2.  Hollywood's Big Disconnect Interview With Father Jonathan Morris, Fox News Analyst 
ROME, MARCH 17, 2006 (Zenit.org). * * * Father Morris hosts a regular editorial column, a blog, for Foxnews.com, giving his perspective on top news stories. See www.foxnews.com/fatherjonathan. ZE06031720

Sister Rose, I respect your vocation as a nun, but I do not agree to disagree with you.  I simply disagree.

You could certainly be doing something better with your vocation and your life than writing reviews of the sort that I have been reading in St. Anthony's Messenger.

Thank you for your blessings on my ministry. At your service in Jesus' Name Michael

From: RosePacatte@aol.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2006 6:36 AM 
Subject: Re: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Thanks again for writing. I am sure that there is nothing to worry about since you are taking care of everything; you sound as if you have a direct line to the Holy Spirit about the media, so I am sure I don't need to say anything more (though I am sure God is watching over his children even if they are not of the same perspective as yourself.) May the rest of Lent be filled with blessings for you. Sincerely, Rose 

MY RESPONSE: My, my, aren't you being sarcastic, Sr. Rose! No, 'dear Michael' either. This will certainly look good in my forthcoming report on St. Pauls. But first may I ask your permission to reproduce our correspondence? It is now left to see whether the Reverend Fathers of St. Anthony's Messenger will publish my letter. Love and Prayers, Michael
From: RosePacatte@aol.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2006 10:52 PM

At this time, Michael, I am not giving my permission for you to reprint our correspondence. Best wishes. Sr. Rose

2. REVIEW - Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 
06.12.2005 http://www.cathnews.com/ CATHNEWS
Starring: Starring Daniel Radcliffe, Emma Watson and Rupert Grint. Directed by Mike Newell. 157 mins. Rating: Rated M. 

I think J.K. Rowling deserves a Nobel Prize for literature. Not that her prose would earn her the award, although her literary style has improved as her monumental series has progressed. Her award would be granted for doing what few of us would have guessed could have happened in our lifetime – having children line up around the block to be the first to buy and read a book. This fourth film in the series is, as you have no doubt heard, the darkest of the tales filmed so far. The Australian censors have given this film an M rating with good reason. The Goblet of Fire is not for small or impressionable children. It has a few genuinely frightening scenes and a lot of implied physical and emotional violence.  

Harry is now 14 (though Daniel Radcliffe looks considerably older), and is completing his fourth year at Hogwarts School. Principal Albus Dumbledore (Michael Gammon) announces that the college will be hosting three other wizardry schools for the Quidditch World Cup and the Triwizard Tournament. Although entry is restricted to senior students Harry Potter’s name is secretly entered and accepted by the Goblet of Fire. Against the background of these magical Olympics, Lord Voldemort (Ralph Fiennes) arises from the dead and draws Harry into a confrontation wherein he intends to murder him. Voldemort killed Harry’s parents. With Hermione Granger, Ron Weasley, and a new teacher at Hogwarts, Alastar “Mad-eye” Moody (Brendan Gleeson), Harry is helped to do his wizardry duty at the games and survive to play another film against his evil nemesis. There is much to admire about The Goblet of Fire. Director Mike Newell (Four Weddings and a Funeral, Traffic and Mona Lisa Smile) thankfully takes a scalpel to Rowling’s bloated prelude in the book and starts the action within 15 minutes of the film’s beginning. He maintains a good momentum throughout, and even though he drops many of the book’s subplots and some of the characters we have met in the other films. Newell and screenwriter Steven Kloves cannot, however, save this film from being too long. At 157 minutes I got bored, and so did many of the children with whom I saw the film. Even the credits run for 13 minutes! 

Furthermore, the acting is not universally good. The old English stalwarts are outstanding: Ralph Fiennes, Michael Gambon, Gary Oldman, Miranda Richardson, Alan Rickman, Maggie Smith and Timothy Spall among them. Daniel Radcliffe has also listened and learnt as he has gone on and, even though he now looks physically wrong for the part, Daniel is convincing as Harry. But Emma Watson’s Hermione and Rupert Grint’s Ron remain the weak links in the film. It is not all their fault. Hermione is as painful on screen as she is in the book, and Ron is as big a dullard. But good actors, even young ones, find ways of developing nuances in long-term characters that attract the viewer to want to watch them. That’s not true of Ron and Hermione. The values of the Goblet of Fire are as solid as in its predecessors. Harry’s noble defense of his parent’s death, and his special gifts means he alone has to lead the final showdown with the dark forces of evil and destruction. More than a little of a messianic mission here. And unlike nearly every other superhero around, Harry can’t fulfill his mission on his own, so on the way he needs assistance, support, tutelage and friendship. 

For fans of the books and the other films, Harry Potter: The Goblet of Fire is necessary viewing, though the box office returns have been steadily declining with each film. For the uninitiated it may be better to wait until the whole series comes out on DVD and you have a week within to watch them all in one go. The fifth film is on the way. 

-Fr Richard Leonard SJ is the director of the Australian Catholic Film Office

3. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 

CATHNEWS July 17, 2007
We waited and we hoped and then we went to the midnight show. We were not disappointed. They got this one just right. Harry's Occlumency lessons with Severus Snape, the training of Dumbledore's Army, and the Ministry of Magic's dogged denial of reality add up to a cinematic ride that pulls viewers along as if they were travelling by portkey - Nora Bradbury-Haehl. Now showing. [More]
4. Harry the Fifth - A review of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
http://www.bustedhalo.com/features/HarryPotterandtheOrderofthePhoenixreview.htm
By Nora Bradbury-Haehl , she writes from Rochester, NY. (A ministry of the Paulist Fathers)
We waited and we hoped and then we went to the midnight show. We were not disappointed. They got this one just right; the film adaptation of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is perhaps the best so far in the series. Like any other devoted Potterite, I have a few critiques but on the whole, as in JK Rowling’s book, Harry’s Occlumency lessons with Severus Snape, the training of Dumbledore's Army, and the Ministry of Magic’s dogged denial of reality add up to a cinematic ride that pulls viewers along as if they were traveling by portkey (you know, that magical object that gives you the sensation of being sucked forward at an alarming speed from somewhere behind your navel).
If you don’t know what Occlumency is then you also might not be aware that July 2007 is a big month for Harry Potter. The fifth movie in the series is out this week, and the seventh and final book Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows debuts July 21. When a new Harry Potter book comes into our house you learn not to put it down because someone will take it and start reading it while you’re in the bathroom. Harry Potter quips and quotes have become a part of our family lexicon. 
When that first book debuted in 1997, I doubt any of us, our little family sized fan club or the rest of the world, had any idea what a wonderful broomstick ride this would all become. 

Big-Screen Translation
As with all good fantasy writers Rowling transports us into another universe where the rules are different but human nature is the same. She also has a wonderful ability to remind us in fresh ways of what we already know. Anger, hate, fear and prejudice corrupt. Friendship redeems. Love trumps all. Her bullies rouse your righteous anger, her victims elicit your sympathy and her capacity to relate human experience with gut-twisting authenticity keeps you turning the pages and rushing to theaters to see how Rowling’s books translate to the big screen. 

Order of the Phoenix is no exception. Both book and film hold a steady candle up to Rowling’s overriding theme of redemptive love. Under the capable direction of David Yates, Rowling’s key characters come to life. Luna Lovegood, Harry’s newest friend, is marvelously loony with just the right amount of peculiar insight balanced by some of the films biggest laughs. Delores Umbridge, the usurping, authoritarian bureaucrat, with her pink outfits and poofy office bedecked with mewling kitten plates is exactly the wolf-in-sheep's clothing that she needs to be. 

Is Voldemort Back?
When we last saw him Harry Potter was reeling from his battle with the evil Lord Voldemort and from witnessing Voldemort’s murdering of Harry’s classmate Cedric Diggory. The Order of the Phoenix opens with a dramatic dementor attack against Harry, which is quickly denied and downplayed by Cornelius Fudge the Minister of Magic. Who is determined to squelch any discussion of whether Voldemort has actually returned. “The evidence of the dark Lord’s return is incontrovertible” Dumbledore, Harry’s mentor and headmaster at Hogwarts, argues. But like many of our real-life institutions Fudge’s refusal to see reality is not only infuriating, it’s dangerous. 

In her books, Rowling’s deft hand stirs real life truths into her rich recipe of fantasy. The effort to cover up and quiet those who raise concerns supersedes the responsibility the institution has to keep safe the vulnerable and to do right. The nature of bureaucracy is to attack even those doing good if it might make them look bad. Don’t we know it. Without so much as whispering “Global Warming, the war in Iraq, Sex Abuse Scandal or Pharmaceutical Cover Up” the film conjures our ire towards self-justifying institutions. 

All on Board?
Admittedly, Order of the Phoenix doesn’t waste much time bringing anyone who’s missed the Hogwart’s Express so far up to speed. If you don’t know what’s going on already you might get left behind. Fortunately, director David Yates has restored the cool-headed, even-tempered Dumbledore (supplanted in the previous film by a sputtering fuming caricature that bore little resemblance to earlier versions). Yates’ use of a wonderful array of special effects never overwhelms his characters and he also has a unique ability to convey Rowling’s sense of adolescence with all its awkwardness and beauty. 

How was Harry’s first kiss with the girl he’s been pining for? “Wet.” he replies, still dazed and grinning, as he tells his friends about it. Harry’s growing confidence as he becomes teacher to his peers, his struggle between doing things alone versus relying on his friends, and the palpable pain of loss all keep the tale on firm footing. 

Order of the Phoenix leads us through a flight of fancy replete with wizards, giants, centaurs and castles but keeps a firm grip on us by connecting it with our own human experience. Why can Harry and his friends have any hope of ultimately defending themselves and their world against the growing evil they will face? Harry closes the film surrounded by his friends with a smile, “Because we have something worth fighting for.”

5. December Boys (PG) 
CATHNEWS
US Conference of Catholic Bishops http://www.usccb.org/movies/d/decemberboys.shtml 
Moving Australian coming-of-age drama as four boys from a convent orphanage (Daniel Radcliffe, Christian Byers, Lee Cormie and James Fraser) are sent on holiday to board with an elderly couple (Jack Thompson and Kris McQuade) by the seaside, where they learn that the childless couple nearby (Sullivan Stapleton and Victoria Hill) may adopt one of them, leading to rivalry among the friends. Besides sensitive performances and majestic cinematography, director Rod Hardy's adaptation of Michael Noonan's novel has a strong Catholic underpinning, including a bona fide miracle, and a compassionate humanistic viewpoint. An instance of crude language, mild profanity, dim upper female nudity, brief rear nudity, a clothed, non-explicit sexual encounter, and brief underage drinking and smoking. A-III -- adults. (PG-13) 2007 

Full Review
"December Boys" (Warner Independent) is an intensely moving coming-of-age drama set in 1960s' Australia as four teenage boys from a convent orphanage -- nicknamed Maps (Daniel Radcliffe), Spark (Christian Byers), Spit (James Fraser) and the youngest boy, Misty (Lee Cormie) -- are sent on holiday. 
They will board with an elderly couple, retired naval officer Bandy McAnsh (Jack Thompson) and his wife, Skipper (Kris McQuade) -- who, we eventually learn, is dying of cancer -- by the seaside.
In their exploration of the lush, wonderfully bracing world around them, they come to learn that the childless couple nearby -- a daredevil motorcyclist known as Fearless (Sullivan Stapleton) and his French wife, Teresa (Victoria Hill) -- may adopt one of them. 
Misty overhears the wondrous news first, and selfishly tries to keep it from the others, but during confession with Father Scully (Frank Gallacher), he learns that he must be honest, leading to all four boys trying to outdo the others in ingratiating themselves with the young couple. The rivalry tests their deep friendship. 

There's also a crotchety fisherman character, Shellback (Ralph Cotterill), who spends his days hoping to catch an enormous, elusive fish named Henry. When the fish is finally felled by one of the boys, the old man's stunned and tragic reaction to the sight of the aquatic Holy Grail he's been seeking all his life sums up the emotional tenor of the film. 
Radcliffe successfully steps out of his Harry Potter role to play this sensitive youth who's headed for a major disillusionment, precipitating the events that fuel the film's climax. But all the performances are well-nigh perfect. 
Director Rod Hardy's adaptation of Michael Noonan's novel has, as you might imagine, a strong Catholic underpinning. The adult Misty narrates the story, and he explains right at the start how he came to feel that Our Lady chose him for a very special mission. The clerical characters -- the Reverend Mother (Judi Farr) and Father Scully -- are, refreshingly, portrayed positively. There's even a bona fide miracle which we won't spoil. 
Other pluses are David Connell's majestic cinematography of the lush South Australian locales, and Carlo Giacco's apt score. 
There is some very discreet partial nudity, as when the boys watch a topless Teresa emerge from a swim (heavily in shadow), and later undress and look with wonder at some lingerie advertisements. They also engage in some surreptitious drinking and smoking, both at the convent and while they're on holiday, and there's a plot strand involving Maps' relationship with a local girl, Lucy (Teresa Palmer), who shows him the facts of life (mostly implied not shown, apart from some clothed fumbling). The film doesn't linger on these elements and presents them as a common part of adolescence.
But overall Marc Rosenberg's script presents an uncannily truthful portrayal of adolescence and the exemplary decency of all the characters (even Lucy speaks reverently of those who are called by God). The film is acceptable -- indeed, recommended -- for mature teens, as the story touches on major life passages and offers a highly compassionate worldview. The joyful, but bittersweet, coda is guaranteed to set the tear ducts flowing. 
The film contains an instance of crude language, mild profanity, dim upper female nudity, brief rear nudity, a clothed, non-explicit sexual encounter, and brief underage drinking and smoking. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-III -- adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13. 


The following movies have been evaluated by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishop's Office for Film and Broadcasting according to artistic merit and moral suitability. The reviews include the USCCB rating, the Motion Picture Association of America rating, and a brief synopsis of the movie. 

The classifications are as follows:

A-I -- general patronage; 

A-II -- adults and adolescents; 

A-III -- adults; 

A-IV** 

L -- limited adult audience, films whose problematic content many adults would find troubling. L replaces the previous classification, A-IV. 

O -- morally offensive. 

**Discontinued classification. All archived movies that were originally in the A-IV category are now classified as L. 

From: prabhu To: mail@examinerindia.com ; editor@examinerindia.com Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2004 10:07 PM

Subject: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Reverend Father,

For favour of publication please.

This refers to two film reviews in THE EXAMINER, 'Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban' and 'Lord of the Rings', in the June 12, 2004 and February 14, 2004 issues respectively.

Ms. Ronita Torcato has to be commended for her excellent critiques, but I feel obliged to draw her kind attention to certain important aspects of these movies which she may be unaware of.

The setting for Harry Potter is The Hogwart's School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

The books and the movie series has spawned games about levitation, spell cards, green-slime oozing snakes, wizards' hats, magic wands and potions, flying brooms, spell-casting and chanting of incantations. Guide books to Potter include education about reading tea-leaves, astrology, banshees, dark arts, trolls, vampires, werewolves and zombies [the living dead]. Potter, Hermione and the others have become our children's latest role models in reel-to-real re-enactments. The trademark zigzagged lightning-bolt designed into the 'P' of Potter and now inscribed on their foreheads is very much a satanic symbol, as any Christian magazine on occult themes will confirm. This is no 'white magic' even if that were a commendable thing.

The Bible [both Old and New Testaments] condemn magic, divination, witchcraft, sorcery and the like in a number of places. The Catechism of the Catholic Church is also clear on these aspects. I do not quote references for reasons of brevity.

Harry Potter introduces Christians to the powers that Jesus Christ came to defeat. Ms. Torcato admits that the movie is "decidedly not for small children." It is, in fact, not meant for anyone.

Her references to the "moody music", the "dark tenor of the film" and the "dark film" are self-explanatory. 
She says that certain aspects from the film are "derived from Christian theology and neuro-linguistic programming", two opposing entities. As a student of theology I cannot find anything in the film that derives from Christianity. What I find is that the two are incompatible.

It is incorrect for her to say that "the film is about good and evil" when it is in fact about evil and evil. Fighting powerful evil with even more powerful evil does not make the first evil good. 

For a detailed gruesome satanic ritual read chapter 32 of volume 4 where a wizard raises from the dead the Lord Voldemort who murdered Harry Potter's parents. Ms. Torcato explained the derivatives of some names of Potter characters. But, Draco Malfoy is the "demon of bad faith" and "Azkaban", "Circe", "Hermes", "Slytherin" are not characters of fiction but names of real demons.

In a July 17, 2000 interview with the London Times, Potter inventor Ms. J.K. Rowling said, "These books guide children to an understanding that the weak, idiotic son of god is a hoax who will be humiliated when the rain of fire comes... [when] Satan's faithful servants will laugh and cavort in victory." She was referring here to Jesus Christ.

It may come as a surprise to Christians to learn that Catholic J.R.R. Tolkien's Lord of the Rings is "equally dark and includes the use of sorcery." [The New Leader Sep.16-30, 2000].

Articles exposing the truth about the Potter phenomenon were carried in other Indian Catholic magazines like Streams of Living Water [Aug-Sep 2002] and Catechetics India [August 2002]. The February 3, 2003 Vatican Document on the 'New Age' also condemns the present surge in popularity of witchcraft , fantasies of adventure using occult mysteries and psychic power [n 2.3.2 and n 3.2], warning that "in New Age there is no distinction between good and evil." [n2.2.2]

michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
MICHAEL PRABHU, 12 DAWN APARTMENTS, 22 LEITH CASTLE SOUTH STREET, CHENNAI 600028
Reminders to The Examiner, the Archdiocesan weekly of Bombay:

From: prabhu To: mail@examinerindia.com ; editor@examinerindia.com 

Sent: Saturday, July 10, 2004 11:59 PM Subject: Fw: LETTER TO THE EDITOR

RE-SENDING on JULY 11th
From: prabhu To: mail@examinerindia.com ; editor@examinerindia.com  

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2004 10:40 PM Subject: Fw: LETTER TO THE EDITOR: ON HARRY POTTER

RE-SENDING on JULY 15th
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