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Healing the Family Tree and Generational Healing
NO CONSENSUS AMONG CATHOLICS - THE JURY IS STILL OUT!
The Healing Mission of the Church 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/other-meetings/mission-and-evangelism/preparatory-paper-11-the-healing-mission-of-the-church
May 1, 2005 
Conference on World Mission and Evangelism

Preparatory Paper No 11 - INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

1. The present document has been prepared by a multicultural and interdenominational group of missiologists, medical doctors and health professionals. It builds upon the tradition of the WCC’s Christian Medical Commission (CMC) and its most fruitful contribution to an understanding of the healing ministry of the church. This document does not repeat what remains well formulated in earlier texts of the World Council of Churches, such as the document “Healing and Wholeness. The churches’ Role in Health”, adopted in 1990 by the Central Committee. That text situates the healing ministry within the struggle for justice, peace and the integrity of creation, and remains an essential contribution, the urgency of which has even grown in a now globalised world. The present study document concentrates mainly on some medical and theological-spiritual aspects of the healing ministry and their link with a recent ecumenical understanding of mission. It is offered as a background document to the 2005 Athens Conference on World Mission and Evangelism (CWME) and an important contribution to a dialogue on the relevance of its theme 

“Come Holy Spirit, heal and reconcile – Called in Christ to be reconciling and healing communities”. 

It is to be read together with the study document recommended by the CWME Commission on “mission as ministry of reconciliation”1. 

The present document does not pretend to make any final statement on healing or mission, but hopes to enrich the debate and enable Christians and churches to better respond to their calling… […]

The charismatic gifts of healing 
54. According to the biblical tradition the Christian community is entrusted by the Holy Spirit with a great variety of spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12) in which charisms relevant to the healing ministry have a prominent role. All gifts of healing within a given community need deliberate encouragement, spiritual nurture, education and enrichment but also a proper ministry of pastoral accompaniment and ecclesial oversight. Charisms are not restricted to the so-called „supernatural“ gifts which are beyond common understanding and/or personal world view, but hold to a wider understanding in which both talents and approaches of modern medicine, alternative medical approaches as well as gifts of traditional healing and spiritual forms of healing have their own right. Among the most important means and approaches to healing within Christian tradition mention should be made of 

the gift of praying for the sick and the bereaved the gift of laying on of hands the gift of blessing the gift of anointing with oil the gift of confession and repentance the gift of consolation the gift of forgiveness the gift of healing wounded memories the gift of healing broken relationships and/or the family tree the gift of meditative prayer the gift of silent presence the gift of listening to each other the gift of opposing and casting out evil spirits (ministry of deliverance) the gift of prophecy (in the personal and socio-political realms) 

The Eucharist as the Christian healing event par excellence

55. The celebration of the Eucharist is considered by the majority of Christians as the most prominent healing gift and unique healing act in the church in all her dimensions. While the essential contribution of the Eucharist for healing is not understood in the same manner by all denominational traditions, the sacramental aspect of Christian healing is more deeply appreciated and expressed in many churches today. In the eucharist Christians experience what it means to be brought together and to be made one, constituted again as the body of Christ across social, linguistic and cultural barriers, however not yet across denominational divides. The remaining division between churches, which prevent a common celebration at the Lord's Table is the reason why many Christians have difficulties in grasping and experiencing the Eucharist as the healing event par excellence… 

Prayer for Healing the Family Tree
https://scrc.org/convention/2013/downloads/2013_HealingFamilyInstructions.pdf  
By Fr. John H. Hampsch CMF  
Heavenly Father, I come before you as your child, in great need of your help; I have physical health needs, emotional needs, spiritual needs, and interpersonal needs. Many of my problems have been caused by my own failures, neglect and sinfulness, for which I humbly beg your forgiveness, Lord. But I also ask you to forgive the sins of my ancestors whose failures have left their effects on me in the form of unwanted tendencies, behavior patterns and defects in body, mind and spirit. Heal me, Lord, of all these disorders.
With your help I sincerely forgive everyone, especially living or dead members of my family tree, who have directly offended me or my loved ones in any way, or those whose sins have resulted in our present sufferings and disorders. In the name of your divine Son, Jesus, and in the power of his Holy Spirit, I ask you, Father, to deliver me and my entire family tree from the influence of the evil one. Free all living and dead members of my family tree, including those in adoptive relationships, and those in extended family relationships, from every contaminating form of bondage. By your loving concern for us, heavenly Father, and by the shed blood of your precious Son, Jesus, I beg you to extend your blessing to me and to all my living and deceased relatives. Heal every negative effect transmitted through all past generations, and prevent such negative effects in future generations of my family tree.
I symbolically place the cross of Jesus over the head of each person in my family tree, and between each generation; I ask you to let the cleansing blood of Jesus purify the bloodlines in my family lineage. Set your protective angels to encamp around us, and permit Archangel Raphael, the patron of healing, to administer your divine healing power to all of us, even in areas of genetic disability. Give special power to our family members' guardian angels to heal, protect, guide and encourage each of us in all our needs. Let your healing power be released at this very moment, and let it continue as long as your sovereignty permits.
In our family tree, Lord, replace all bondage with a holy bonding in family love. And let there be an ever-deeper bonding with you, Lord, by the Holy Spirit, to your Son, Jesus. Let the family of the Holy Trinity pervade our family with its tender, warm, loving presence, so that our family may recognize and manifest that love in all our relationships. All of our unknown needs we include with this petition that we pray in Jesus' precious Name. Amen. St. Joseph, Patron of family life, pray for us.
Healing your family tree
http://www.catholicbible101.com/healingyourfamilytree.htm 

By Fr. John H. Hampsch CMF
It is very important to remember that the sins of previous generations can be visited upon the present generation, as well as our sins today being visited on future generations. The Bible says in Exodus 20:5 (where God gives us His First Commandment to have no strange gods before Him), Exodus 34:7, Numbers 14:18, & Deuteronomy 5:9, that the punishment for sins can be given to the 3rd and 4th succeeding generations. 

1 Kings 11:11-12: Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this has been your mind and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to your servant. Yet for the sake of David your father I will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.
You may want to think about that while you are considering committing a mortal sin. Do you really want the punishment for your sin given to your baby daughter, or to your grandson?  This actually happened to David, where his son was killed for his adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:14), even after his guilt was removed.  In the New Testament, Jesus talks about the blood of the prophets killed in previous generations being brought to bear on the current generation in Jerusalem (Matthew 23:29-36 and Luke 11:47-51). That's a scary thought for us alive today, with all of the blood of the 60 million or so innocent babies who were legally killed in the womb in the USA since 1973 being brought to bear upon us someday.  There are people who don't believe in future generations being punished for the sins of previous generations, but then you have to remember that we are ALL still suffering for the one sin of Adam and Eve.   In 2 Maccabees 6:14, it says that God waits patiently to punish nations until they have reached the full measure of their sins.

Of course, the really good news is that for those who love and serve Jesus, his love is extended to a thousand generations, from Deuteronomy 7:9.

So what do we need to do about all of these inter-generational curses caused by ancestral sins?  Two things - You can recite the prayer below from Father Hampsch and the Claretian Teaching Ministry every day.  The best time to recite it is immediately after Holy Communion, when you and Jesus Christ are one; when you are like the Blessed Virgin Mary - a living tabernacle of The Savior.  That is when you are the holiest, and when your prayers are the most efficacious.  A few minutes of heartfelt prayer after receiving Jesus in the Eucharist while in the state of grace are worth many hours of prayer later on.

And, you can also have the spiritual benefits of having Holy Mass celebrated for your family tree - past, present AND future.
What does the Catholic Church teach on ‘Generational Curses’?

https://www.quora.com/What-does-the-Catholic-Church-teach-on-%E2%80%98-Generational-Curses%E2%80%99 

3 opinions:

Cyril J. Thundiyil, October 4, 2016

Personally, I believe that there are curses. Though some might disagree.
Father Gabriele Amorth, perhaps the best known Catholic exorcist in the world; in his own words:

Curse is a generic word. It is commonly defined as “harming others through demonic intervention.” This is an exact definition, but it does not explain the cause of the harm, hence the beginning of confusion. For instance, some believe that curse is synonymous with spell or witchcraft. In my opinion, spells and witchcraft are two different types of curses. I do not claim to give a comprehensive explanation, and I rely solely on my own experience when I defend the following forms of curses.

Curses
Curses invoke evil, and the origin of all evil is demonic. When curses are spoken with true perfidy, especially if there is a blood relationship between the one who casts them and the accursed, the outcome can be terrible.

Fr. Amorth on the 4 Types of Curses 

It is very important to remember that the sins of previous generations can be visited upon the present generation, as well as our sins today being visited on future generations.

The Bible says in Exodus 20:5 (where God gives us His First Commandment to have no strange gods before Him), Exodus 34:7, Numbers 14:18, & Deuteronomy 5:9, that the punishment for sins can be given to the 3rd and 4th succeeding generations.

"Generational Healing" promotes the belief that there is a necessity to heal the family tree based on the alleged "too many cases" where recurring problems such as divorce, alcoholism, financial problems, accidents, run in families. When a person dies, it is believed that his/her spirits who caused such problems or natural spiritual tendencies or inclinations are passed on to the descendants. In other words, it is believed that children are adversely affected by the sins of their parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, who were also affected by the sins of their ancestors.

It is believed that certain prayers are necessary to "break the generational curses" or bad inheritances. A private Mass or Masses celebrated for one's intentions, or for the healing of any possible bondages afflicting the body, mind or spirit of any family members, living or dead (and also for the prevention of disorders in future family members who do not yet even exist), will heal the family tree.

-An Exorcist Tells His Story: Fr. Gabriele Amorth: 0008987071020: Online Shopping for Electronics, Apparel, Computers, Books, DVDs & more: The best book available on the subject 
-A Guide to Healing the Family Tree by Kenneth McAll, M.D. is the ideal book for anyone interested in learning about Ancestral Healing. Written by the foremost authority on Ancestral Healing studies, Dr. McAll shows us that people suffering from a variety of illnesses are being influenced by disturbed souls from previous generations. The author tells us that healing lies in confession, forgiveness, mass, a strong spiritual life with God, and attendance at the Eucharist. (Kenneth McAll, M.D is an Anglican psychiatrist)

James Hough, July 21, 2016
When you are talking about generational curses, you are nearly always speaking of demons and demonic influence. And, indeed, there is a very real problem with demonic influence and infestation over generations brought on by curses and other such things.
As the Catholic Church, not officially, but practically, has kind of lost its teaching on demons and exorcism in general, the problems with demons have been likewise undervalued and ignored for the past fifty years.

This is changing, as the Church is now recognizing that its constant teaching on evil and evil influences has much validly, and is particularly needed right now as the world moves away from God and opens itself more and more to demonic influence.

An excellent place to start to learn about these things would be Fr. Gabriel Amorth’s books, Fr. Amorth served as the Vatican’s chief exorcist for many years. Fr. Amorth has trained exorcists that now serve all over the world. An Exorcist Tells His Story: Fr. Gabriele Amorth: 0008987071020: Amazon.com: Books
Al Lundy, June 13, 2017

What does the Church teach? Church teachings are called doctrine and dogmas. I am unaware of any doctrine or dogmas on generational curses.
I am aware of its presence in scripture and I believe that we see the wisdom of it even today. A good example can be found in the sin of adultery.

A man leaves his wife for another woman destroying the marital bond which has a devastating effect on the entire family especially the children. Even to the degree of effecting their adult marriages, and thereby effecting their offspring as well.

Sin is never personal and is always communal. So yes I can see how the sin of one generation has a ripple effect on other generations. I think this is what the scripture passage on the sins if the Father wants us to understand.

*
In chronological order 
'Healing the family tree': New Age under the guise of religion - (Part One) 
http://www.ad2000.com.au/articles/2003/feb2003p12_1239.html
By Fr Peter Joseph, February 2003
In the state of confusion in the Church today, some people have taken up new age or Protestant fundamentalist ideas without being aware of their real origin or falsity.
A major example of this is the current fad for "Healing the family tree". There is a book with that title by an Anglican psychiatrist Kenneth McAll. Much of the book is quite acceptable to Catholics but the summary on the back cover also states that Dr. McAll "tells how through his medical and religious experiences he has discovered a remarkable new method of healing. He believes that many supposedly 'incurable' patients are the victims of ancestral control. He therefore seeks to liberate them from this control. By drawing up a Family Tree, he can identify the ancestor who is causing his patient harm. He then cuts the bond between the ancestor and patient".

There is myriad literature on the subject, much of it contradictory. Picking the reliable book is a bit like picking a book on astrology or some other nonsensical esoteric topic: which one will you believe? There are so many, and they are irreconcilable with each other!

There are variations galore on the ancestral spirit theme. I have heard some say that if you have a cot death in the family, it means that there was a witch in your ancestry. If you have bowel cancer, it means there was a Freemason, and so on. Some claim to have linked every possible malady to every possible class of ancestral sinner who is the cause of its passing down the line!

Others teach that you or your family are victims of the demon of anger, or the demon of lust, or of gambling, or of drug abuse, or of mental breakdown; in other words, there are special demons who pursue families down the generations to cause particular vices.

The Apostles too at one time had the common Jewish notion that every affliction could be traced to a specific sin. So it was they asked Our Lord, "Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus' answer is very enlightening and very important: "It was not that this man sinned or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him" (John 9:3).

Our Lord at another time discounted the idea that certain misfortunes come upon certain people because of their sins, while others are spared because they are less guilty. Referring to a group butchered under Pilate, and to eighteen others killed by a falling tower in Siloam, Jesus said, "Do you think they were worse offenders than all the others in Galilee and in Jerusalem? I tell you, No" (Lk 13:2, 4).

Where did the Jews get this notion? Partly from the provisional Revelation given them by God. In the book of Exodus, God says, "I am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me" (20:5; 34:7). But is this meant to apply for all time unto the end of the world, like the Ten Commandments? No; many things in the Jewish Revelation were for the Jews only, such as circumcision, animal sacrifices, and other ritual and judicial laws. St John Chrysostom says explicitly that the declaration of punishment unto later generations "is not to be universally applied, but was made with regard to those going out of Egypt" (Homily 56 on St John).

Even within the Old Testament itself, God changed this arrangement. See all of chapter 18 in Ezekiel. God says, "What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel." Further on, God says, "Yet you [Jews] say, 'Why should not the son suffer for the iniquity of the father?' When the son has done what is lawful and right, he shall surely live. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself" (18:19-20). Jeremiah 31:29-30 says the same.

If someone in your family has an illness, there is no need to search your family tree for sinners, as the Apostles were trying to do!

Instructive in this regard is the reply of Our Lord to St Teresa of Avila. In her Life, chapter 19, she describes how she was meditating on Psalm 119, "Righteous are You, O Lord, and upright are Your judgements." Then she began to wonder, "How You could with justice allow so many faithful servants to remain without those gifts and mercies that You conferred on me. You answered me, O Lord: Do not pry into this but serve Me."

We cannot understand or justify the ways of God. To seek a personal explanation for each major thing will lead to obsession and distrust of God. Such things are not among the fruits of the Holy Spirit.

Some of this pseudo-charismatic business is really an attempt to unravel and explain the inexplicable. Why was this man born blind? Why was this girl born handicapped? Why did that good woman die so young of cancer? Why does this family have mental illness? Normally, the answer has to be, "I don't know" or, in a good sense, "God knows." All these and other mystifying things are the result of the inscrutable designs of Divine Providence.

Padre Pio was asked once why he did not heal a close relative, a young man, of an ongoing illness. He replied, "If he were cured, he would come to love this life too much and his soul would be lost." It is not given to ordinary mortals to know the secret designs of Providence, but a simple story like this one gives us a glimpse into God's ways and into how He draws good from evil, even if we do not see it in this life. The illness of St Pio's relative was his opportunity to share in the Cross and so save his soul.

In the Catholic schema of things, we need to remember that sin is the greatest of all evils. God has not promised to heal us or release us from all ills in this life, but He has promised absolutely to forgive our sins if we repent.

The belief in ancestral or generational curses, etc., is a perversion of the Catholic doctrine of Original Sin, which suffices to explain the evils and imperfections in this world. The remedy is baptismal regeneration and the life of Grace, not special exorcisms and healing rites, etc.

If people make a good confession of the past, make reparation for their sins, keep the Commandments, receive the Sacraments regularly, and avoid the occult and superstitions, and so on, then they can be certain that any afflictions are not by reason of some occult cause.

Some Catholics claiming to expel the influence of troublesome ancestors are really just misled by New Age influences, which play upon desperate people's sensitivities and susceptibilities. It is typical of the new agers to teach others to look elsewhere than themselves for the source of their problems. This is a big problem in today's world, namely refusing to take responsibility for our own choices and decisions. So some seek to blame their parents, or ancestors, or evil spirits, or a curse that was placed upon them.

It is also extremely imprudent to tell people afflicted with fears that their problems are caused by demons or ancestors binding them. Such explanations are only calculated to make them worse. What they do need is formation in the virtues of fortitude and trust in God.

We all know that in certain families there is a bigger tendency to alcoholism or gambling or reckless daring or other vices or whatever. But we also know that within a single family there are some siblings who are like chalk and cheese. Our basic temperament may be a given, but our character, which is what we do with it, is up to us. If we co-operate with the grace of God, we can overcome temptation, unhealthy proclivities and bad example. We can acquire new virtues. From sinful parents, God can and does produce saints! Only mindless determinism tries to lock people into a box for the rest of their lives.

A few years ago, a nun wrote to Bishop Brennan of Wagga Wagga to ask if she could come and do a seminar on "healing your family tree". He replied, as he told me himself, that he did not believe in any such doctrine, and that it was contrary to Scripture and the Fathers.

There is a book by an Italian theologian, Father Renzo Lavatori, on the demonology of the Fathers of the Church. In that thorough book, and in other learned tomes on the teachings of the Fathers, you will not find a single Father of the Church who taught anything about evil spirits following your ancestral line, or healing your family tree by identifying the ancestor who is holding you bound.

I would go further and say that no Father, no Doctor of the Church, no Saint, no Pope, no Council ever taught or even implied any such thing. It is a pure fiction without foundation in Sacred Scripture or Sacred Tradition. There is not a word on the subject in the 688 pages of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. It is a mythical notion imported from sects outside the Church.

Next month I will look at right and wrong approaches to curses, exorcisms, and baptism of the dead.

Fr Peter Joseph, the vice-rector and a lecturer in dogma at Vianney College, the diocesan seminary of Wagga Wagga, is serving as Chancellor for the Maronite Diocese of Australia from February 2003 for the next three years.
This is a response to the above:
Healing of the family tree
http://www.ad2000.com.au/articles/2003/may2003p14_1329.html
Letter by Anne Lastman, Vermont South, Victoria, Australia
As a post-abortion grief counsellor, I wish to take issue with Fr Peter Joseph's article on healing of the family tree, in the February issue of AD2000. While I appreciate the Vatican's paper on the New Age movement is welcome and timely, the response should not be to throw out the baby with the bath water.

I understand and believe that God exists in the eternal now, and if this is so, then maybe one of my ancestors who died say 70-80 years ago, (long before I was even a thought) with perhaps an unrepented sin, may have a need for some future kinswoman/man to help expiate that sin.

Like Fr Joseph I think that too much effort can be placed into trying to unravel the inscrutable ways of God and to seek explanations for all things - including why this sickness and why this death, etc. However, this is not what "healing the family tree" is all about.

Healing of "family tree", or possible intergenerational, intragenerational or transgenerational influences, is about looking into one's own family and if something exists, to take this thing that exists to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and implore his mercy and forgiveness. It is he who effects the healing and changes.

Fr Joseph says that God can and does bring great good from evil and taking this cue I would like to speak about my work as a post-abortion grief counsellor.

For approximately seven years I have listened to stories about this reason and that reason for abortion (s). I have encountered sometimes overwhelming grief - even for me as counsellor - and over the years begun to see different patterns emerging.

Even in the grieving of some post-aborted women there was a difference. There were/are some so overwhelmed by grief, so self-destructive, so self-sabotaging, that I began to ask a new set of questions.

It was in the asking of these new questions that I began to see a different picture from what I had imagined. Not only were current family histories perused but past histories as far as comfortably possible without invention of stories.

The trail of sabotage extended to the third and fourth generations - the trail of abortions, abandonment, suicides, child abuse, sexual abuse, alcoholism, and the list continues.

The healing of intergenerational or transgenerational wounds shouldn't scandalise us, but instead humble us. That our God would use the creature to help bring healing to another one of His own is the mystery and not the scandal.

[Editor: Anne Lastman's detailed response to Fr Joseph was much too long to publish in full. Anyone wishing a complete text of her response should contact Anne at PO Box 6094, Vermont South, Vic 3133, Tel: (03) 9887 7669, 0408 175 033]

Reprinted from AD2000 Vol 16 No 4 (May 2003), p. 14

New Age ideas: how Catholics should respond - (Part Two)
http://www.ad2000.com.au/articles/2003/mar2003p12_1264.html
By Fr. Peter Joseph, March 2003

Last month, when I dealt with the notion of "healing your family tree," I said that today's confusion in the Church has led some people to take up New Age ideas unawares. Among these are some mixed-up notions about curses, exorcisms and baptising the dead.
Often, healing your tree is meant to liberate you or your family from some curse. But do curses work? Unlike the sacraments of the Church, curses or spells do not work ex opere operato (by virtue of the rite itself). God has not given the devil such unfailing power. His influence is limited, sporadic and determined by God.

The rituals and formulas prescribed by the devil and his agents have no intrinsic force, but are mere devices employed by the devil: to deceive and degrade the gullible; to increase his hold over his victims and extract their subservience; to ape the rituals of the Church; and to gain for himself the worship due to God alone.

So it is that curses and superstitions seem to work only on those who believe in them! In other words, they are purely psychological, or if demons are at work, they can work only where the recipient of the curse starts to worry about it. So, in either case, the answer is to despise any attempt to curse you, trust in God, practise your religion faithfully and be at peace.

The faithful practising Catholic need fear nothing from the witchcraft and sorcery practised by others. A man from Kenya told me how, where he lived, the witch-doctors lamented the impotence of their sorcery against Christians, because the priests told the catechumens that once they are baptised they will have put on Christ who has conquered all evil powers and they are protected as his family members. Pope Paul VI said, in one of his famous 1972 discourses on the devil: "Everything which defends us from sin protects us of itself from the invisible Enemy. Grace is the decisive defence."

What did Our Lord say to do if people curse you? "Bless those who curse you" (Lk 6:28). That is all. Charity in deed. He never advised seeing some expert to get it "lifted".

In a book on the conversions to Christianity in the first centuries AD, Gustave Bardy sets out three main reasons why the Greco-Roman world converted to Christ: desire for the truth; the Christian integrity of life; and liberation from fatalism and superstition. Missionaries today can tell you how primitive peoples experience conversion to the Christian religion as a wondrous deliverance from a whole oppressive world of superstitions, fatalism, curses and fears.

The true Catholic vision of our links with our ancestors is found in our doctrines of Purgatory and the Communion of Saints. To teach people that their ancestors are to blame for present spiritual ills, and need pacifying or whatever, is a reversion to pre-Christian paganism and fatalism.

To try those whom He loves, God may allow evil spirits to afflict them seriously, but these exceptions are extremely rare. St Paul was among them. He was harassed by an angel of Satan and three times prayed for deliverance, but was told, "My grace is sufficient for you" (2 Cor 12:9). Paul says himself that he had to suffer this, "to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations" (v 7).

God's designs

Like the desire to know the unknowable is the desire to escape the inescapable. If we have prayed with persistence, and done what we can, and still have something to endure, we must then abandon ourselves to the hidden designs of God. Continuation and growth in grace is a life-long struggle. There are no secret prayers or formulas to lift burdens off us as if they are a spell. And to attempt to do so through "white magic" is as illicit as using black magic.

It is a mistake to think that every illness and trial is contrary to the gracious will of God. Normally we never know in this life how much good our crosses are doing to ourselves and to others. Practices of self-denial and the generous acceptance of suffering offered to God do much for the Church, for in this way, as St Paul says, "in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of His Body, that is, the Church" (Col 1:24).

The Church is the dispenser of the treasures of the Redemption, and Christ in a mysterious and awesome fashion has made Himself dependent on us, so to speak. Pius XII sums it up so powerfully in Mystici Corporis: "This is truly a tremendous mystery and one which can never be sufficiently meditated: namely, that the salvation of many souls depends upon the prayers and voluntary mortifications offered for that intention by the members of the mystical Body of Jesus Christ". To escape all suffering is to flee salvation.

In downplaying curses, I am not denying the power of the Evil One. I have written before on his power to cause disturbances, false visions, and false miracles.

Apart from genuine exorcisms, which are always beneficial, what about benefits claimed through healing your family tree? In some cases, it might be the removal of demonic influence through renunciation of a sin (e.g., attending séances) - and then the peace and release obtained is mistakenly ascribed to the departure of some deceased ancestor.

In fact, the Church's classic rules for exorcism issued in 1614 specifically say that the exorcist "should not believe the demon if he pretends to be the soul of a deceased person" (Rule 14).

At other times, where something genuine seems to take place - the instantaneous removal of a malady, for example - this can be explained by the devil removing what he himself had caused, as a ploy to make people fall for the whole ancestral spirits business.

It is the same game when unauthorised people try to cast out demons. The devil then is free to play all sorts of tricks on them, even pretending to leave, since he is being commanded without authority. Read Acts 19:13-17 where Jewish exorcists were overpowered by the demon when they tried to use the name of Jesus without authority.

Canon 1172 lays down that only a priest lawfully deputed by his bishop may perform an exorcism. It is presumptuous, dangerous and disobedient for a layman to undertake such a ritual. Lacking authority from the Church to exorcise, he may expose himself to the power of the demon, whom he imitates by disobedience. The well-known lengthy prayer of Pope Leo XIII against Satan and the rebellious angels is not for use by the laity, said the Holy Office in 1985.

I am aware of lay Catholics claiming to have a charismatic gift to deliver people from evil spirits. However much they may be in good faith, their good faith will not protect them. If you know of anyone who might need an exorcist, inform your parish priest or bishop.

Another thing doing the rounds is a ritual for baptising aborted or miscarried babies (months or even years after the event), involving recital of a prayer and sprinkling Holy Water into the air. I have met people who have followed this ceremony in good faith. But I must say here that baptising miscarried babies is pure fantasy. Sacraments are for the living. No one can baptise the dead. That idea comes straight from the Mormons, who try to baptise all their dead ancestors, back as far as one can go.

No one knows for sure what St Paul is referring to when he mentions Corinthians "baptising on behalf of the dead" (1 Cor 15:29) - but the Church's teaching rules out any ceremony of baptism administered to those dead and buried. To attempt to do so is the illicit practice of simulating a sacrament.

I have even seen a pamphlet saying that women worrying about miscarriages are impeding the happiness of their babies. Nonsense! Babies who die in the womb are in the hands of God. They are certainly not being detained from happiness because of their mothers' worry. The author was probably unaware that he had implied in that pamphlet that such babies were suffering in Hell or Purgatory. Both are impossible here.

Naming guardian angels

Another New Age practice which has made its way into the Catholic Church is naming your guardian angel. I have heard some people speak of it as if it were a necessary thing to name your angel, and as if it were an age-old practice. It is in fact a New Age fad, never practised or taught by a single Pope or Saint or any notable writer in the whole history of the Church.

The Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy issued in 2002 by the Vatican's Congregation for Divine Worship says, "The practice of assigning names to the holy angels should be discouraged except in the cases of Gabriel, Raphael and Michael whose names are contained in Holy Scripture" (n. 217).

Behind it is a desire to tame and control the spirit world. It is disordered to name your angel: the higher names the lower, not the other way around. Parents name their children, not vice versa. We are entrusted to our guardian angels; they are not entrusted to us. I fear that some people, in their mind, have turned their angel into some human friend or pet.

In all these matters, there is no better advice than that of St Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:15: "Stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught by us". Neither subtract from nor add to the teaching of the Church. Many novelties are really the re-appearance of ancient gnostic errors parading as piety, for as St Paul also warns (2 Cor 11:14), "even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light".

Reprinted from AD2000 Vol 16 No 2 (March 2003), p. 12

'Healing the family tree': New Age under the guise of religion - (Part One) 
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=290754
By Fr. John Echert, April 4, 2003
Q: My brother is a fallen away Catholic who has an unfortunate habit of persecuting the Church of Christ. He, in one of his many efforts of saving my soul from the errant teachings of the Church of Satan, was telling me of this thing called "Generational Sin". Basically, he said that I will be punished by God because of the sins of my parents and this punishment will be passed on to all of my children, and on to their children, etc... He claims that this is a Biblical teaching. I do not claim to be a Biblical expert, but I cannot find a reference to this at all. I have found excerpts in Ezekiel and Jeremiah where God says that he would not do such a thing. There was also the Gospel message of a few weeks ago where Jesus healed a blind man and the people wanted to know what sin his parents had committed that made him blind. Jesus said that the man was not blind because of the sins of his parents, but so the glory of God could be shown to the world. Do you know where in the Bible my brother is "referencing" this generational sin? What does the Bible actually teach about what he terms "generational sin"? What is the Holy Catholic Church's teaching concerning this "topic"? -Todd Marra

A: There are consequences to sins, and since we are social creatures, such consequences often impact others, including within the family and subsequent generations. Every murder and theft has at least one victim, for instance, and an abusive father damages his wife and children. 
But your brother appears to be going beyond this and drawing his view from the Old Testament curse of God upon subsequent generations for the sins, and we do not find that language in the New Testament. So rather than search for what is, in fact, contained in the Old Testament, demand of your friend that he prove this theology from the New Testament. Many non-Catholics fail to make appropriate distinctions between the Old Testament and the New Testament, and sometimes in some very extreme ways. In part, it is a failure to understand how radically Christ transcended the Old Covenants with the New Covenant.

Generational Healing
https://forums.catholic.com/t/generational-healing/49580
March 2006

[…]

Intergenerational Healing
http://www.circleofprayer.com/intergenerational-healing.html 
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!topic/catholics-on-fire/IfA-UyuKfVc 

9/3/2006
Here we discuss healing prayers back into the generations for our Family Tree. For Catholics, November is the month dedicated to the Holy Souls and I can still remember as a child running in and out of the chapel on November 2nd, the feast day of the Holy Souls, reciting an 'Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be' each time. Our sole intention as innocent kids was to 'free as many Holy Souls' as we could and doubtless paid little heed to the actual prayers. 
Purgatory is something that most of the other Christian denominations find difficult to understand in light of the fact that Jesus died for our sins and to set us free. But there is much written evidence of the need to remember our dead in prayer for both their release and our freedom, and many scriptural passages too: 
"Our Fathers sinned and are no more, and we bear their punishment" Lamentations 5:7 (NIV) 
"The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge" Ezekiel 18:2 (NIV) 
" ...for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me ..." Exodus 20:5 (NIV) 
"May the Lord grant Mercy to the household of Onesiphorus ... may the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day!" 2 Timothy 16:18 (NIV) 
My recent visit to Medjugorje, and I make no apology whatsoever to anyone for speaking about this place of peace and prayer, saw me coming home with 5 copies of a great book on the Holy Souls, and another 10 which followed! It's called "Get Us Out of Here" by Nicky Eltz. We here on earth are the only ones who are able to help give a 'leg-up' to our deceased family or friends from their place of atonement, if they had a period of reparation before reaching their final rewards. Only our prayers and Masses can help them to join the loving Father in Heaven now rather than having to wait until the Last Day. 
Looking a little deeper at those who have gone before us leads me onto this week's reflection. For years now I have had a little quotation that I just like to use: "I am what I am and all who went before me". Genetic coding sends inherent familial traits, mannerisms, resemblances, skills etc. down through the ages. The nastier traits travel too. We have a saying here in Ireland if someone does something good or bad: "Tisn't from the wind he/she gets it", meaning that the parents, grandparents or other family members had similar ways. 
Some years ago I read a book called "Healing the Family Tree" by Dr. Kenneth McAll, an eminent Christian Scottish Psychiatrist, and everything made perfect sense. He came up against seemingly incurable psychiatric conditions and started to search through the family background for possible reasons. So convinced was he that the wrong-doing of someone in the ancestry was affecting the patient that he asked Church Ministers or Priests to work with him and pray for the ancestors as well as the patients. He had some amazing results and found that the healings proved particularly powerful during the Consecration of the Sacrifice of Holy Mass. 
Father Robert de Grandis discovered Dr. McAll's work and came to the same conclusions in his own Healing Ministry. His book, "Intergenerational Healing", gives some very powerful testimonials and examples of physical and mental illness being caused by a link to the deeds or actions of past generations. He also shows certain personality traits with links to the past. Here's a quote from chapter 5 of Fr. de Grandis' book 'Intergenerational Healing'  where he speaks about a personal prayer for the family history: http://www.spiritdaily.com/bookshealing.htm
"In the prayer I will cover many areas of un-love and negativity, including marriage relationships, hurt children, sexual sins, mental and physical illness, depression, fear, compulsiveness and addictions, criminal and violent behaviour, unloving, unmourned and violent deaths, patterns of separation, patterns of injustice, idolatries, traumas from being different, and communication disorders. Forgiveness opens the door to the whole healing process. We will begin by renouncing the occult and psychic links in ourselves and our ancestors, and asking the Lord to come in with His Precious Blood and the waters of our baptism to fill us with His life and love." 
Many of those working in a Healing Ministry confirm what we have discussed and often come across illnesses or personality traits that can be found to reach back through to incidents, actions, occult involvement, sins and illness of past generations. 

We can pray the following short prayer over our ancestors, starting with a prayer to take authority over anything that is not of God: 
"In the Name of Jesus, I take authority and I bind all powers and forces in the air, in the ground, in the water, in the underground, in nature and in fire. You are the Lord over the entire universe and I give you the Glory for Your creation. In Your name, Lord, I bind all demonic forces that have come against me and my family and I seal all of us in the protection of Your Precious Blood that was shed for us on the Cross." 
"Mary our Mother, we seek your protection and intercession with the Sacred Heart of Jesus for me and my family, and surround us with your mantle of love to discourage the enemy." 
"Saint Michael the Archangel and our Guardian Angels come defend me and my family in battle against all the evil ones that roam the earth. Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in our hour of need. Be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May God restrain him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Hosts, cast satan down to hell and with him all the wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of souls." 
"In the Name of Jesus, I bind and command all the powers and forces of evil to depart right now away from us, our homes and our lands. And we thank You Lord Jesus for You are a faithful and compassionate God Amen." 
"Heavenly Father, I ask You now to go back though all in my bloodline, my husband's/wife's bloodline, and the bloodlines connected to all of my family and relatives and forgive the wrongs, heal the illnesses, bind the evil deeds. I ask You Lord to break the chains, associations and links any of these may have to us here in the present. On their behalf Lord, I seek Your forgiveness, your healing and a pouring out of your Divine Love so that Your Love may now pour forth through the years and touch us in the here and now. So that Your Divine and Healing Love will take the place of all the past hurts, angers, hates, un-love of You, destructive emotions or actions and evil ties of our ancestors. So that Your Precious Blood and Divine Love and Healing will heal us of the residue we carry from our ancestors. In true faith I thank You Lord because You have said 'Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and the door shall be opened to you'. Today Lord I knock, I seek, I ask. All praise and thanks to You my loving Father."
On Family-Tree Healing 

http://www.jmanjackal.net/eng/engtree.htm
By Fr. James Manjackal MSFS, Undated, but pre-2007
Reading through the articles against the validity and fruitfulness of family tree healing and generational healings as practiced by charismatics; I, who am in the ministry of healing for the last 33 years, would like to share a few observations and comments on this subject. The subject is very vast, and I am afraid that a capsule sized article may bring more doubts and confusions to the readers! If Jesus allows, my book on this subject may soon see the light of the press. In all these criticisms I find a strong anti-charismatic attitude especially towards the gift of healing. None of the critics have ever reportedly had an experience of family tree - healings, hence I doubt their credibility concerning this subject. All these criticisms are based upon prejudices and widespread ignorance, in a spirit of calumny and detraction towards those actively involved in the spiritual ministry of healing. I do admit that there are aberrations and drawbacks with regard to the teaching and practice of family tree healing; but to declare it as nonsense, unbiblical or contrary to the teachings of the Catholic Church is all too judgemental and unchristian. Those who say that the healers involved in family tree healings are misled by the new age influence are actually contradicting themselves, because they do not believe in the existence of sin or evil spirits, a widespread misconception of the New Age, thus in fact contributing to the new age and esoteric movements. Today there is a strong tendency to deny the existence of the devil, which is a tactic of the devil in itself, so that believers may not be prepared to fight a battle against Satan – this clearly stands contrary to the teachings of the Holy Scriptures and the Church (I Pet 5: 8-9; Ephesians 6: 10-17).

The prejudiced, unfair and implicitly venomous attitude of a critic writes, “Some of this pseudo charismatic business is really an attempt to unravel and explain the inexplicable”. Let him know, with humility of heart, that there are many mysteries of God which are beyond our comprehension, but the Spirit of God in the Church through her teachings unveils such mysteries and makes them comprehensible and available for the people of God (I Cor 2: 9). I do not say that the souls of the dead are wandering around as ghosts to capture and entice people, but we know that there are occasions when the Almighty God allows the souls departed to visit men of prayer to plead for the prayers of such men. We must know that when someone is in sin, he belongs to Satan (I John 3: 8). When a person continues in sinfulness adding sins upon sins, the devil takes a tight and intimate hold on him, keeping him in blindness and darkness of the soul not allowing him to repent but rather forcing him to remain hard-hearted (Rom 1: 21; II Cor 4: 4; Ephesians 4: 18-19). If such a one dies without repentance, his soul definitively will go to God’s judgement; but Satan, who was holding him to sin, perhaps would wander around to snatch people into his ensnarement (Lk 11: 24-26; I Pet 5: 8). These are the spirits that have to be dispelled by prayers of deliverance. Otherwise they may enter into persons and families to impart the same character and manner with which they behaved in the past with sinners. I do pray for deliverance in my healing ministry and I have seen the marvellous effects of deliverance on the people and on their families. There are families which are sold to the power of Satan by “pacts with Satan and/or consecrations to Satan, etc.” I believe that an anointed priest has the power to undo such pacts and to liberate families from such bondages. One should not take the tactics of Satan lightly, saying that they are psychological phenomena and that they are only for those who fear them or worry about them! It is the result of the pure ignorance of those professors and scholars, who lack any pastoral experience with the poor people who live as suffering victims under the power of Satan. 
Jesus did cast out Satan and He gave this power (Charism) to the apostles and disciples (Mk 1: 21-25; Mt 10: 1; Lk 10: 18-20). Jesus said to the Jews opposing Him and planning to kill Him, “You are doing the works of your father (referring to Satan)…..you belong to your father, the devil, and you willingly carry out your fathers desires” (John 8: 41, 44). The Jews had the “tradition” of killing the prophets, so the spirit of murder was passed on to generations, to which Jesus was referring here. How can critics explain the clearly visible diabolical influence of Satan on innocent children in seemingly normal families, by way of possession or oppression! Perhaps good and holy priests like Fr. Amorth may contribute to this subject and enlighten those who are in ignorance.

If what is written in the Old Testament is only for the Jews of the time, why should we Christian still use the Old Testament? It is sad when someone proclaims that whatever is said in the Old Testament on the subject of families is solely applicable to the Jews of those times and not to us. God’s great concern and love for families can be clearly appreciated both in the Old and in the New Testament. I thank God that one critic at least mentioned that the Ten Commandments are applied for all time until the end of the world. It is in the teachings on the Ten Commandments, according to the preaching and revelation of Moses, that we find the mention of curses on those who do not keep these commandments (Deut. 26: 16-19, 27: 14-26; 28: 15-68). It is very clearly stated that curses, sickness, calamities, disasters, failures, etc., etc. will fall on those who disobey God’s word and commandments. The book of Isaiah speaks of a curse that devours the earth, “The earth is polluted because of its inhabitants who have transgressed the laws, violated statutes, broken the ancient covenant. Therefore a curse devours the earth and its inhabitants pay for their guilt” (Is 24: 5-6). And the New Testament very clearly says “Cursed be everyone who does not persevere in doing all the things written in the book of the law” (Gal 3: 10); and in the following words we read, “That Jesus Christ ransomed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse” (Gal 3: 30). As the Catholic ministers have the duty of administering forgiveness and reconciliations to the believers with the authority and power given to them by Jesus Christ through the Church, they have the equal duty and obligation to break the curses and the evil consequences which follow the non-observances of the commandments. 

The criticism that the belief in ancestral curses or generational curses is perversion of the Catholic doctrine of original sin is ridiculous. In fact the Catholic teaching on original sin and the removal of its consequence by Christian baptism is in itself is a confirmation of the theory that the evil effect of sin can be transferred into generations and that it can be removed by sacraments and prayers. If we are still affected by the sin of the first parents of the first family on earth, how much more will the sins of our ancestors in our families, to whom we have a very close blood relation, affect our lives negatively! I do agree that the sacraments have great power to break curses and to take away the negative consequences of all sins committed by our ancestors, and we who are in the ministry of healing instruct the believers to take recourse to sacraments, prayers, penance and sacrifices in the Church to obtain healing and liberation. In fact through the ministry of healing we are bringing the believers to a deeper experience of the power of the Sacraments in the Church especially the Sacrament of reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist.

God created humanity as families, male and female He created them and put them together as husband and wife; and He saves them as families (Gen 1: 27-28; Acts 16: 31). Family life has its roots in the very first page of the Bible and every family in heaven and on earth has its origin in God our Father who is love (Ephesians 3: 15). Nobody can deny the fact that today the majority of problems in society and in the Church are due to the brokenness in the families of today - the family is the basic cell and foundation of every society. Both, good and bad people are born and brought up in good or bad families. The history of mankind, the history of salvation, passes by way of the family. Humanity began as families, continues as families, and the documents on family life from the Vatican state, “The family is a domestic Church”. Hence, family plays an important role in the making up of the church in its integrity and sanctity. Today you may go to any counsellor or psychologist with any problem in your mind, the first question he would ask would be, “is there anyone in the family with the same problem?” Medical doctors also ask the same question. Why ask such a question? The traits, behaviour patterns and characters both good and bad, can be transferred through the blood of the parents to the children. The millennia old saying “as the parents so the children” is still valid, even today.

I do absolutely agree that we should not blame our parents and ancestors for all our existing problems, but I cannot deny the fact that there are many problems coming from the ancestral background in family trees which trouble the members of the affected family. Jesus charged the Jews of the blood of the prophets killed, “Therefore the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to them prophets and apostles; some of them they will kill and persecute’, in order that this generation may be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zachariah who died between the altar and the temple building. Yes, I tell you this generation will be charged with their blood” (Lk 11: 49-51). In Mathew it is written, “Now fill up what your ancestors measured out” (Mt 23: 32). When the Jews refused to accept the message of the Gospel preached by Stephan, he accused them thus, “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always oppose the Holy Spirit; you are just like YOUR ANCESTORS” (Acts 7: 51). Perhaps the attitude of atheism, idolatry, arrogance, immorality, or any other negative trait can be transferred from generation to generation through a blood relation, as a matter of fact, simple genetics.

The inspired author of the book of Revelation refers to the spirit of Jezebel that disturbed the Church in Thyatira, “Yet I hold this against to you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, who teaches and misleads my servants to play the harlot and to eat food sacrificed to idols” (Rev 2: 20). In the book of Kings we read about the pagan ways of Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, who was influenced by her to grab unjustly the vineyard of Naboth, a poor neighbour, after killing him, to bring the worship of Baal and to support its prophets exterminating the prophets of Yahweh. She plotted to kill Elijah the prophet who cursed her (I Kg 19: 1-2, 21: 1-14; II Kg 9: 22, 30-37). 
Her name is used in a cryptic way in the book of Revelation with an obvious allusion to the Jezebel of I and II Kings; it is probably applied to a prophetess of Thyatira who was doing the same evils to Christianity, so it is ‘pseudo’ to say that there is no reference whatsoever in the New Testament to any evil spirit or negative qualities transferred through the generations or about the need of generational healings.

It is not a mythical notion imported from sects outside the Church to pray for the healing of the family trees. “The curse of the Lord is on the house of the wicked…” (Proverbs 3: 33). “The house of the wicked will be destroyed…” (Proverbs 14: 11). “Yes, affliction and distress will come on every human being who does evil…” (Rom 2: 9). A reading of Sirach 41: 5 to 9 will throw much light on this subject how the children are affected by the wickedness of the fathers. The book of Lamentation says, “Our fathers who sinned, are no more but we bear their guilt” (Lam 5: 7). I believe that the Word of God cannot be changed because it is truth. The remedy suggested for the effective healing of a family tree is mainly forgiveness and reconciliation. In my healing programmes I tell the people to forgive all the relatives in the family especially the parents and ancestors and to reconcile with them all; and with love in the heart to ask God’s pardon for their sins, to do prayers, penance and charity on their behalf, to receive the Holy Communion for their sake and to offer Masses for them. Because Jesus loved us much He took our sins away upon Himself, and according to the Scripture He became sin for us (II Cor 5: 21). If we truly love a person we can also take his/her sins upon ourselves and ask God’s pardon and mercy. The Lord in His compassion, seeing our love in the heart will forgive his/her sins.

It is incorrect to assume that nobody can baptise a miscarried or aborted child. Perhaps it is based upon the ignorance of God’s word that baptism is necessary for salvation (Mk 16: 16). The text of St. Paul in I Cor 15: 29 clearly testifies that ‘baptism on behalf of the dead’ was a common practice in the early Church. He cited this in order to ascertain faith in the resurrection of the dead. It is very childish to say that we Catholics should not do it because the Mormons may be doing it! The Catholic Church took many good things from the good practices of other Churches and even from other religions. The power and blessing of the vicarious death of Jesus, which we receive in the sacraments, have great effect on those who are alive and dead. We Catholics offer Holy Masses for the dead because we believe that the power of the Mass will save souls from purgatory. So too, by giving baptism to the dead we are affirming and highlighting the tremendous saving power of the sacrament of baptism. It is sad that even some Catholic theologians do not believe sufficiently in the resurrection of the dead, so they do not advise the people to pray for them or to offer masses for them. It has been the practice of the Church from the beginning to pray for those who passed away because we believe in the communion of saints. Through my teachings I try to bring the people to this good old tradition of praying for the souls in purgatory. When the people, who passed away from the family, are saved from purgatory by the good deeds of the family members, they will intercede for them and families in heaven. So I say, “Make your ancestors saints by your prayers and sacrifices so that in heaven they will intercede for you before God”.

To conclude, family tree healing and generational healing are new subjects in the Catholic Church. Much study and discernment are required on these subjects. The Magisterium of the Church, without prejudice, should test everything and retain what is good (I Thessalonians 5: 20). Outright condemnation is an unfair and unchristian attitude. The Church should see the good intention of those who pray for the healing of the families and the good results they bring about in the families. I have hundreds of such good testimonies especially of those who attended my retreats for married couples. The ministers of this anointed ministry of healing should be humble enough and open to the advices and corrections of the magisterium. Because the ministry of healing is not taken seriously by the Church, many Catholic believers are seeking healing from gurus and healers coming from other religions and sects and they fall prey to esoteric and new age practices, who inculcate “Familienausstellung”, “Breathing on families” “washing family trees”, etc. performed by cosmic energies and occult powers. This is the time that the Church, mother of all believers, knowing the signs of the times, should help the wounded people and the families for the healing and restoration to health through the exercise of the charisms of the good shepherd who goes after the wounded and scattered to bind the wounds and to heal by the efficacious power of the sacraments, sacramentals, charisms, and the prayers of the Church. Like the Psalmist who prayed to heal and to liberate from the guilt and evil effects of the sins of the forefathers, let us too lift ourselves and our families to the Heart of Jesus from where the Living Water and the Blood flow in order to heal and to give new life. “We have sinned like our ANCESTORS, we have done wrong and are guilty….” (Psalm 106: 6-48). 

Fr. James is a Missionary of St. Francis de Sales of the South-West Province of India, holding licentiate and doctorate in Philosophy, Theology and Anthropology, renounced his Professorship for the sake of the ministry of preaching, has travelled across more than 87 countries in all five continents continues preaching healing retreats and conventions to all classes of people)

Ban on the Healing of the Family Tree

http://www.cbck.or.kr/bbs/enewsletter.asp?board_id=e5100&bid=13001656 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Korea
The Most Rev. Paul Choi Deok-ki, Bishop of Suwon, issued a "Pastoral Exhortation on the Healing of the Family Tree" on November 14, 2007 
In the exhortation he said, "It is not true Catholic faith to say that posterity inherits the sin of its ancestors and that this sin might cause unhappiness in one's family." He continued, "Man cannot inherit human sin. Since human sin is totally individual, anyone who argues that the sin of an ancestor affects the life of his or her posterity must be embracing a heresy which is totally against the grace of the Sacrament of Baptism." 
He also put emphasis on the doctrine of the souls in purgatory as a traditional Christian teaching and said, "The Church prays and celebrates Holy Mass for those souls. So the faithful have to offer prayers for the dead fervently and dedicate themselves to the life of faith according to the true teaching of the Church."
This pastoral exhortation was one of the measures in accord with the decision of the 2007 Autumn General Assembly of the CBCK. The bishops decided that every diocese should deal with this problem of 'healing of the family tree' prudently and collect concrete cases.

Suwon Bishop Warns Against ‘Family-Tree Healing’ Practices
https://www.ucanews.com/story-archive/?post_name=/2007/11/14/suwon-bishop-warns-against-familytree-healing-practices&post_id=28047
Korea, November 14, 2007

Bishop Paul Choi Deog-ki of Suwon has issued a pastoral directive warning Catholics against "family-tree healing" practices, which he says runs counter to Church teaching.
Bishop Choi released his four-page directive on Nov. 2, All Souls´ Day. The document was also published in the Nov. 11 issue of the diocesan weekly bulletin.

"Recently, the so-called ´family-tree healing´ practice has been spreading among some faithful in Suwon diocese. It came from overseas and combines Church teachings with non-traditional teachings," he wrote in his letter.

The bishop speaks of concerns that this wrong practice could spread "especially in November, the month dedicated to praying for the souls in Purgatory."

According to the directive, proponents of this practice believe that people inherit their ancestors´ sins, which cause chronic family problems.

The proponents of "family-tree healing," also called "generational healing, argue that if people do not pray for their ancestors´ souls and offer Masses for the removal of their sins, these problems cannot be solved.

Bishop Choi explains that "family-tree healing is a mixture of traditional Church teaching" on the souls of the dead and Oriental religious worldviews. "The belief that people inherit their ancestors´ sins is not part of the Catholic faith," he stresses.

He points out that sins belong solely to the individual and cannot be inherited. Furthermore, baptism frees all Catholics from their past sins, even original sin, he points out.

In his directive, the prelate prohibits meetings where erroneous "family-tree healing" beliefs are propagated. He urges Catholics not to participate in these gathering and to report such cases to parish priests.

Father John Moon Hee-jong, evangelization director of Suwon diocese, told UCA News on Nov. 9: "For the past few years, the Church has been monitoring the family-tree healing practice among the faithful with concern. Bishop Choi issued the directive to warn the faithful not to subscribe to this belief."

The priest, who teaches liturgy at Suwon Catholic University, added that the diocese issued the directive after theological, doctrinal and pastoral investigations into the phenomenon over the past year.

According to Father Moon, "family-tree healing" came to Korea from the United States and has been practiced mostly at charismatic gatherings.

Proponents play on people´s fears by using "threatening words," he added, saying the Church "has to stop them to protect the faith life of Catholics."

He pointed out that Catholicism "is a religion of hope, as believers wait for the resurrection of all people, following Jesus Christ."

The Korean bishops, during their plenary assembly in October, expressed concern that some Catholics have deviated from Church teaching through the misguided "family-tree healing" practice.

They said it arises from an incorrect interpretation of the doctrine of original sin and an incorrect view of the world to come, adding that these errors are combined with shamanism.

As of 2006, Suwon diocese had 672,803 Catholics served by two bishops and 386 priests in 173 parishes and 28 mission stations, according to the Korean bishops´ conference. The diocese has the second-highest number of Catholics in South Korea after Seoul archdiocese.
Korean Bishops Condemn 'Family Tree' Healing Practice
https://www.catholic.org/news/politics/story.php?id=25913 

Seoul, Korea, November 15, 2007

Healing the "family tree", or "generational healing" spread from the United States to Korea. The Korean bishops express deep concerns that some Catholics have deviated from Church teaching and issue a pastoral directive against it.
[As above]
Korean Bishops warn against improper use of healing prayer
The New Leader, Chennai, November 16-30, 2007 

Korean bishops have alerted Catholics to healing practices that are against the Church’s traditional teaching on prayer for healing. This was one of the issues they took up in the biannual autumn plenary assembly of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Korea (CBCK) held on 15-18 Oct in Seoul. They said some Catholics deviate from Church teaching through the misguided practice of “healing” family lines. This practice arises from an incorrect interpretation of the doctrine of original sin and an improper view of the world to come, they explained, adding that these errors are combined with shamanism.

Fr. Vincent Choe Wono, CBCK assistant secretary, said that “The ‘family-line healing’ theory came from the false notion that the sins of ancestors are inherited through the family line, and that without healing those sins, descendants will suffer various problems.” This theory “incorrectly interprets the Church’s doctrine of original sin by giving it a physical basis.”

Promoters of the theory urge Catholics who suffer family problems to offer more money for Masses to heal their ancestors’ sins.” The Bishops wanted to rectify this “false practice of Catholic faith.”

On condition of anonymity, a pastoral director observed that family-line healing spread in Korea along with the charismatic movement. Some priests even sought to benefit from Mass stipends by urging people to offer multiple Masses to heal ancestors’ sins. –UCAN
“Is it Catholic? – Healing of the family tree” 

Healing of the Family Tree (a.k.a. "Generational Healing") SEE PAGES 27, 29
https://www.catholicdoors.com/isit/isit12.htm 
Undated, but pre-2008 
What is the origin of "Generational Healing?"
"Generational Healing" is traced to Protestant teachings that are presently being inter-mingled in the Charismatic Movement of the Catholic Church. It has no Catholic roots.

What does "Generational Healing" promote?
"Generational Healing" promotes the belief that there is a necessity to heal the family tree based on the alleged "too many cases" where recurring problems such as divorce, alcoholism, financial problems, accidents, run in families. When a person dies, it is believed that his/her spirits who caused such problems or natural spiritual tendencies or inclinations are passed on to the descendants. In other words, it is believed that children are adversely affected by the sins of their parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, who were also affected by the sins of their ancestors.
In support of this belief, reference is frequently made to the Book of Exodus where it states:

"The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children's children, to the third and fourth generation." [Ex. 34:6-7]"
It is believed that certain prayers are necessary to "break the generational curses" or bad inheritances. It is further believed that a private Mass or Masses celebrated for one's intentions, or for the healing of any possible bondages afflicting the body, mind or spirit of any family members, living or dead (and also for the prevention of disorders in future family members who do not yet even exist), will heal the family tree.
In the process of healing the family tree, it is recommended that the person wishing to be healed of the family curse submit a genogram, a pedigree chart, a descendant chart or other listing of family members living or deceased. It is taught that it is okay if the list is incomplete because God knows everyone's particular needs and graces to be prayed for (far more than we humans are aware of). God knows the needs of those who are living, the dead and future members of the family tree.

Does "Generational Healing" conflict with Catholic teachings?
There is nothing in Catholic teachings to support "Generational Healing." In fact, there is plenty to support that this belief is nothing more than a "wishful magic formula" that inter-mingles Catholic Church Liturgy such as the Holy Mass and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist to give credibility to its movement. In its process, "Generational Healing" rejects the Catholic teachings regarding the Sacraments of Baptism and Confession. Allow me to explain!
During the Sacrament of Baptism of an infant, the priest says two prayers of Exorcism. During the first prayer, after the reading of the Gospel, the Priest commands any impure spirits who might be present to depart from the person to be baptized. This process is to purify the physical body of the believer. The second prayer of Exorcism is called "Ephpheta." (Ephpheta means 'Be opened') After the prayer, the Priest touches the ears and mouth of the infant with his thumb. He then says, "The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May He soon touch your ears to receive His Word, and your mouth to proclaim His faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father."
Catholic doctrine further teaches that until such time as the infant has reached the age of reason (8), he/she is a new creation and in an immaculate state. Should he/she die before reaching the age of reason, he/she would immediately go to Heaven because of the immaculate state.
If we are to accept that "Generational Healing" is necessary because the evil spirits of the ancestors are passed on to their descendants, then we must reject the Sacrament of Baptism as administered in the Catholic Church. We must reject the claimed power of the Exorcisms that take place during the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Either the baptized believer is freed from all evil spirits, be they "generational" or not, through the administered Exorcisms during the Sacrament of Baptism or he is not! Both beliefs cannot be true and upheld by the same person because they oppose one another, "Generational Healing" opposes the Sacrament of Baptism!
To accept "Generational Healing" as being truthful, it is a claim that man does not enjoy a free will. If a person is possessed by evil spirits because of the sins of his ancestors, logically, he cannot be held accountable for the actions of his sinful nature. In other words, "the devil made him do it."
Since he can no longer be responsible for his sins because of the alleged generational possessions, then he no longer needs the Sacrament of Confession. In order for one to be guilty of a sin, he must have the free will to do evil. In the case of possession, one does not have control of his actions, therefore, he does not have a free will.
As an example, let us suppose that evil spirits possessed five generations, these evil spirits having been passed on from generation to generation. If this was to be true, the question would be, "Where was Jesus during the last 4 generations? Did He not free every soul from sin and possession during the Sacrament of Baptism as the Catholic Church teaches?"
If Jesus failed to save those souls from sin and possession during the Sacrament of Baptism, then it must be claimed that those who fall under the curse of generational possession are eternally damned before they are born. They have no living hope of ever being saved. The Sacrament of Baptism would be useless for them. The Sacrament of Confession would also be useless since these souls would not be guilty of their sins, therefore not being required to confess them.
In other words, such a person would be born in sin, cursed for life, would not have a living hope of escaping the curse through the Sacrament of Baptism and could not make use of the Sacrament of Confession because it would be useless. Surely, this is not Catholic Teaching! Yet, this is what "Generational Healing" claims.
In reference to the application of Exodus 34:6-7 in support of "Generational Healing," this Bible passage has been taken out of context. Nowhere in the Holy Bible does this passage imply a curse upon all of humanity, from the beginning of time to the end of time.
Exodus 34:6-7, also found in Exodus 20:5-6, Numbers 14:18 and Deuteronomy 5:9-10 is a reference to God addressing the Jewish nation regarding the worshiping of idols. In the working out of salvation history, the people of Israel were to enjoy a special place and a unique intimacy with God. In turn, much would be required of them, to be holy as their very God is holy, and to fulfill their role of priesthood to the nations. This special vocation was not to be forced on the people, but left to their free choice.
Therefore, the Biblical reference to the steadfast love of God versus His generational punishment [Gen. 34:6-7] strictly applied to the Jewish nation in the days of the Old Testament.

Generational Healing Mass
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=566233&amp;source
January 13, 2009
Q: I heard many years ago about generational healing Masses. Could you please give me some info on these masses and who says them? I heard that I need someone who specializes in them. Help. –Linda
A: "Generational healing Masses"? I don't know what you mean. Sorry. –Fr. Jay Toborowsky
Re: Generational Healing Mass
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=566503&Pg=&Pgnu=&recnu 

January 16, 2009

See Father Hampsch, Claretian Ministries, Healing the Family Tree
http://claretiantapeministry.org/page.asp?t=Healing%20Your%20Family%20Tree. –Joseph Kelly

A: Thank you. It appears that "generational healing" involves people whose addictive behavior matches the same behavior (alcoholism, I suppose, would be one example) in parents or grandparents. I'm not sure if I believe that prayers for the addictive behavior of a deceased relative can have any effect on modifying that behavior in a descendant. –Fr. Jay Toborowsky

Re: Generational Healing Mass
http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage.asp?number=566550&Pg=&Pgnu=&recnu
January 29, 2009

Hello Father Jay Toborowsky

Linda asked about 'generational healing masses'. What I know about them is you have a mass said for your family tree, so to speak, for the reparation and healing of past sins that may seem to follow every generation in a particular family (i.e. alcoholism, sexual promiscuity, stealing etc.) I personally don't think you need anyone 'special' to say this particular mass, though. I do remember a particular priest back in the late 80's who specialized in 'healing the family tree services' which were charismatic (my mom actually attended one) which involved laying on of hands etc., and she benefited greatly from it. But when it comes to a 'healing mass', one needs to be cautious of new innovations and illicit additions that are not in line with the authentic Catholic mass. I would think that simply having regular masses with the intention said for the healing of your family tree would be beneficial. God will do the rest. Hope this helps. -Marie
Healing the Family Tree
http://charismaticdelusion.blogspot.com/2010/09/healing-family-tree.html 

August 9, 2010
Catholic teachings do not support Healing the Family Tree. Priests who use healing masses for the family tree are inter-mingling the Holy Mass with shamanic magic and as such are casting pearls before swine or holy things to the dogs.
Generational bondage has no scriptural basis and there is nothing about it in the Father’s writings either. This purely human invention was lapped up by the Charismatic Renewal and its silly priests are now running around, using the sacrifice of the mass to perpetuate this novelty. One of them is the Reverend John H. Hampsch, CMF.
"Find out more about this exciting Scripture-based approach to healing that has been recently "rediscovered" to deal with "generational bondage" resulting from "the sins of the parents being visited upon the children to the third and fourth generation. To arrange to have a Mass or Masses celebrated for the intention of your personal family tree, or for the healing of any possible bondages afflicting the body, mind or spirit of any family members, living or dead (and also for the prevention of disorders in future family members who do not yet even exist)” Rev. John H. Hampsch, CMF
Without foundation in the Catholic faith, Healing the Family Tree is designed to release people from ancestral bondage and curses, based entirely on Exodus 34:6-7:
"The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children's children, to the third and fourth generation." Except Ex. 34:6-7 applies to the Jewish nation in Old Testament times and is used out of context here.

In the Catholic Sacrament of Baptism the priest says two prayers of exorcism. In the first prayer the priest commands impure spirits who might be present to depart. During the second prayer the priest touches the ears and mouth of the infant with his thumb. He then says, "The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May He soon touch your ears to receive His Word, and your mouth to proclaim His faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father." Catholic doctrine teaches that until the infant reaches the age of reason he/she is a new creation and in an immaculate state. If ancestors were able to pass evil spirits to their descendants, then the Sacrament of Baptism would be an exercise in futility. Because either the baptized is freed from evil spirits during baptism or he is not.
Healing the Family Tree would be of use if man lacked free will. Suppose a person is possessed by evil spirits through ancestral sin, then how is he accountable? “I do the evil because of my great grandpappy.” Yeah well, great grandpappy didn’t make you sin. Besides where was Jesus during your baptism? Indeed if generational healing was necessary, we would all be cursed for life, and the sacraments would be utterly useless. This is not Catholic teaching.
On 11/15/2007 the Korean bishops condemn 'Family Tree Healing' in UCA News.

[…]

Well good for the Korean bishops! Now where was Bishop Sabatini when he allowed Fr. Hampsch to bring Healing the Family Tree to the Kamloops Diocese?

Read more on Healing the Family Tree: New Age under the guise of religion by Fr. Peter Joseph.

[…]

Generational Healing during the Mass
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzG_cVb-U3I
January 29, 2011
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Fr. Mark Bozada explains how generational healing can take place during any Mass.
Healing the Family Tree 

By Fr. William Wilkie, Psychiatrist
Undated, but pre-June 2011. From my archives. 

I have seen many cases of people being healed of incurable illnesses, through a communion service for the healing of their family tree. These symptoms and illnesses include: 

Depression, hopelessness, and suicidal thoughts 

Anxiety and irrational fears 

Agoraphobia and panic 

Anorexia nervosa 

Obsessive-compulsive symptoms 

Skin disorders 

Unusual pains 

Choking sensations and unexplained shortness of breath 

Hallucinations and delusions 

A common story is that these patients have seen various doctors, including psychiatrists, and they have taken all the medication available. 

But no medical treatment is effective. 

Instead they were healed simply through taking part in a communion service for the healing of their family tree. 

The people who suffer from unresolved problems in their family tree usually have these characteristics: 

They are naturally sensitive 

They are spiritual 

They are family oriented 

They are motivated towards helping others 

They tend to take on the burdens of others 

When we look at the suffering arising from unresolved issues in the family tree, we find it usually falls into three categories: 

Suffering caused by not being loved and cared for by parents, who had too many personal problems themselves.  We usually find that when we judge our parents and refuse to forgive them we bring suffering on ourselves. 

Suffering caused by trying to avoid repeating the wrong behaviour of previous generations. In this case, we find that generational sins will keep repeating down through the generations, until an innocent person suffers for these sins.  That is, someone becomes the Christ, and stops the transmission of these sins. 

Redemptive suffering.  In redemptive suffering, the symptom represents the way some member of their family tree died, or an unresolved issue that some family member did not deal with before that person died. 

I’ll just repeat this.   An innocent person is suffering from symptoms (or behaviour) that cannot be medically explained.  The symptoms (or behaviour) are medically untreatable. There is no satisfactory response to medication.   Then someone takes a family tree history.  Lo and behold!  There is someone who has died and the manner of that person’s death is represented by the incurable symptoms of the sufferer. And there is usually something unfinished in the life of that lost soul. 

Maybe it was suicide.   Perhaps the lost soul was an aborted baby.  Maybe the person who died was so rotten that the family didn’t go to his funeral. 

As soon as we identify the connection between the suffering of an innocent person and the lost soul, we celebrate a communion service, and draw to the attention of Almighty God, the situation of this lost soul.  We make whatever apologies seem appropriate. We ask for the Lord to have mercy on this soul.  And miraculously, the person suffering from the incurable symptoms is healed of these symptoms. 

More often than not, the person doing the suffering has no knowledge of the person who died.  The symptom cannot be explained by the sufferer psychologically identifying with the lost soul. 

We can then see that the incurable symptoms were like a signpost pointing to the needs of the lost soul for our help. 

How do you know when symptoms are caused by family tree problems? 

The symptoms are incurable, they do not respond to medical treatment. 

When patients describe the symptoms in their own words, the actual words they use may tell the story.  “I feel I’m in a dark place, in a box.”  “I feel like I’m in a prison and I can’t get out.” 

When patients describe their symptoms, their eyes usually fill with tears, and yet they cannot explain why. 

The symptoms can be explained when the family tree history is known. 

What is the theology that explains these symptoms?   We know that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffered on our behalf, for our sins.  This was foretold by the prophet Isaiah about 750 years before Jesus was born: 

Isaiah 53:4 "But he endured the suffering that should have been ours, the pain that we should have borne.   All the while we thought that his suffering was punishment sent by God." 

Can you start to get a feel for what we’re talking about? “All the while we thought that Christ’s suffering was punishment sent by God." 

All the while, the doctors think that an innocent person’s incurable suffering was something that the patient was bringing on himself. 

All the while, the patient thinks that their incurable suffering was something they themselves have caused, although they can’t identify what they’ve allegedly done wrong. 

But all the while, the patient has been suffering on behalf of others. 

Let’s look again at Christian theology.  When we’re dead, are we forgotten by God? St Paul didn’t think so: 

Romans 8:38-39 "For I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love; neither death nor life, neither angels nor other heavenly rulers or powers, neither the present nor the future, neither the world above nor the world below- there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord." 

The mystery of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the Holy Communion Service 

Luke’s Gospel 24:30-31 tells us how some disciples of Jesus on the walk to Emmaus, did not recognize the risen Christ until he sat down to eat with them.  “He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.” 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 2nd edition para 1357: In the blessed Eucharist “we offer to the father what he himself has given us: the gifts of his creation, bread and wine which, by the power of the Holy Spirit and by the words of Christ, have become the body and blood of Christ.  Christ is thus really and mysteriously present.” 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 2nd edition para 1367 reminds us that the historical sacrifice of Christ and the sacrifice of the Eucharist are one single sacrifice. Christ offers himself through the ministry of priests just as he offered himself physically on the cross.   Only the manner of offering is different. 

In the same way, we bring ourselves to the altar as gifts to Almighty God from the families we represent.  We offer up our pains and our regrets.   We offer up the sad realization that none of us has within ourselves the ability to escape from our sinful nature. We offer up the knowledge that we are totally dependent on the mercy of Almighty God. 

In the Blessed Eucharist, Jesus Christ is mysteriously present.  The priest becomes Jesus, we become the disciples, we share in the broken bread and the wine just as they did.  The broken bread and the wine mean exactly the same to us as what they meant to the disciples at the Last Supper. 

And in exactly the same way, we represent, meaning we “re present” or offer yet again the same old story of human mistakes and wrongdoing as we see in the history of our family tree. 

Just as the bread and wine now, represent the bread and wine at the Last Supper. 

Our suffering represents how these souls lost their way.   Or our suffering represents their sins of omission.   Some issue they should have dealt with before they died. But they failed to deal with it. 

Our suffering represents their story, just as the bread and wine represent the Body and Blood of Christ. 

And here, we have an opportunity to understand what Australian Aboriginal people call “story”.   Story is not something in the past, it is something now that connects us with the past and the future.   “Glory be to the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen” 

The Catholic Church asserts that the Body and Blood are real.   As real as the bread and wine blessed and given out by Jesus Christ at the Last Supper. 

In exactly the same way, the suffering of an innocent person that draws attention to the desperate need of a lost soul is real suffering. 

My experience in this area has shown me how sadly inadequate is the protestant notion of the bread and wine as merely symbolic reminders of the Last Supper. 

It is impossible for me to abandon the reality of the real presence of the Holy Spirit in the Blessed Eucharist, just to come closer to my protestant brothers and sisters. Because I would be abandoning what I know from my own experiences to be true. 

So what do we do, to heal our family tree? 

We identify the problem. 

We tell God about it. 

We apologize to God for wrongs that were done, to let God know that the family acknowledges through us that these wrongs should never have happened.

We take part in a celebration of Holy Communion, because we know that the Holy Spirit is present, and Jesus Christ is Lord of the living and the dead.

We offer our suffering, our fears, our guilt, our worries and our prayers, to God the Father through God the Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And if we find that our family tree is healed, we thank God for it. 

2 Maccabees 12 v 42 -46 "They began to pray asking the Lord that the sin which had been committed might be forgotten.   But the heroic Judas exhorted the people to keep themselves free from sin, since they saw with their own eyes what had happened to those who died because of their sins.   Taking up a collection, he sent twelve thousand drachmas of silver to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the souls of the dead.   In so doing he acted well and honourably concerning the resurrection. For if he had not expected that those who had fallen would rise again, it would have been superfluous and vain to pray for the dead. But he was considering that those who had died in holiness had great grace stored up for them.   It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from sins." 

Healing of the Family Tree 

https://fatherstefan.wordpress.com/2011/07/18/healing-of-the-family-tree-by-father-stefan/
By Fr. Stefan, July 18, 2011
Mass for the Healing of the Family Tree
When I was a young priest I came across the idea that there is such a thing as intergenerational healing. We are affected both positively and negatively by the choices that family members have done in the past. As the famous poem says, “No man is an Island.” St Paul would say, “We are the Body of Christ and individually member of it.” 1Cor12:27

I will try to show that praying for intergenerational healing flows quite nicely from what we believe in our Catholic Faith. Once a month I have a mass for the Healing of the Family Tree. At this mass people bring me their family tree and I place them at the foot of the altar. If you want to see when I do these masses check out my website at www.fatherstefan.wordpress.com. I have hundreds of family tree sent to me from all over the world. Every month all these people are being prayed for.

Actually this mass is no different than what we do at most masses. Most mass intentions are for a deceased person.  (In a future blog, I will explain that having a mass said for the living is more powerful for the person than a mass said for them when they are dead, but that is for a future time.) We believe that the mass said for the deceased person truly has as a positive effect on the person. Well at the masses for the healing of the family tree we bring our entire family tree to Jesus. One of the things that I have learned is that illnesses are connected to events and sins in the past, and when the past event is touched or brought to Jesus the present event is touched and healing can take place.

An example, a person might suffer from an eating disorder. At the mass she might see a past ancestor suffering starvation. When she prays for healing of that person she is also healed of her eating disorder.

If you read the chapter in my book, ‘Miracles Healing for a Broken World,” in the chapter on curses and evil spirits, you will read about my experiences with intergenerational healing.  I wrote in the book Miracles, “In the same way that physical conditions such as alcoholism, depression, or heart disease run in families, spiritual condition can run through families as well.  When it comes to physical maladies, a doctor asks his patients questions about the family medical history. However, sometimes illnesses are rooted in generational attitudes or sins. For example, sometimes events like abortion, unexpected deaths, or infant deaths run in families. I believe this is true, in large part, because of personal experiences. I have prayed with people who appear to be suffering from incurable conditions, but when I’ve prayed for healing of the generation, I’ve seen remarkable results”

I am not saying that all illness are caused by past events or even most. All I am saying is that we are all interconnected. The good and bad that we do has effects for many generations.  Again as the famous poem says, “No Man is an Island.”

In future blogs, I will make my case for this type of healing, as how it flows from our Catholic Faith.

Remember to pray for your family members who have gone before us. One of the Spiritual works of Mercy is to pray for the dead.

The Sins of Our Ancestors
http://www.thedivinemercy.org/news/The-Sins-of-Our-Ancestors-3642 

By Robert Stackpole, September 15, 2013
Over the past few months I have had several questions come in from different parts of the world regarding the sins of previous generations in our own families, and how those might affect us today. One woman named Gloria wrote:
Some people say that the effects of sin can be passed on from the mother to the baby in the womb, even to the third and fourth generation (Exodus 20:5). How can an unborn baby take upon itself the responsibility of someone else's sins when it has no reasoning power?

From Ireland, a woman named Winifred sent me this detailed explanation of what is going on in her part of the world:

Here in Ireland there is a huge movement of Family Tree Masses, or Generational Masses, being said all over the country. I myself understand from reading the Bible that it is a good and wholesome thing to pray for the dead (2 Maccabees 12:43-46). But a great many people whom I speak to tend to believe that a lot of their difficulties are similar to the "sins of the father" and people believe their problems are due to similar problems which their parents, grandparents, and great grandparents had, and as a result that is why they are suffering and having various difficulties. Surely, people have to take responsibility for their own problems, ask the help of the Holy Spirit to help them look into their souls and confess their sins. 
Praying for the dead is, of course, something we should do, but can people atone for other people's sins? Must people both deceased and alive atone to the Lord for their own sins? ...
Some priests say to pray not only for departed souls but to our faithful departed, while other priests say not to pray to our faithful departed since we have no indication whether they are in heaven or not. Can you throw any light on this?

Well, Winifred, I will try my best.
First, with regard to asking the faithful departed to pray for us, the Church has not defined whether or not the souls in purgatory can hear our prayers. Saint Thomas Aquinas believed that it was part of their process of purgation that they could not (Summa Theologiae II-II, 83, 11). However, regional synods of Catholic bishops in Vienna (1858) and Utrecht (1865) taught that these holy souls can indeed help us by their intercessions, and Pope Leo XIII ratified an indulgenced prayer in 1889 that appealed to the prayers of the poor souls in purgatory when we are in bodily or spiritual danger. There is a longstanding custom among the faithful in many parts of the world to invoke the holy souls in purgatory, which is not likely to be the case unless the Holy Spirit that lives within the hearts of the faithful was somehow behind this custom. 
On balance, then, it is certainly possible — perhaps even probable —that they can hear our prayers, and therefore one is not being imprudent if one does ask the prayers of faithful departed loved ones. We may not know for sure where they are in the next life (e.g., still undergoing spiritual healing and purgation in purgatory, or in heaven), but as long as one has good reasons to believe that the person died in repentance and faith it can do no harm to ask for their prayers. Indeed, it may open a door to them to enable them to love and help us.
Regarding the central issue that both Winifred and Gloria bring up, their inclinations are correct, I think. God does not hold children, or present generations, morally responsible for the sins of their parents and ancestors. This is clearly laid out in Holy Scripture when the Israelites were blaming their troubles on the sins of their forefathers (see Jeremiah 23:5-6). In the book of the prophet Ezekiel, chapter 18, verses 1-4, we read:

The Word of the Lord came to me again: "What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 'The Fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge?' As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: that soul that sins shall die."

So, despite the ancient temptation to blame our ancestors for our sins and misfortunes, we are each morally responsible for our own sins in the eyes of God. Indeed, we need to look into our own hearts and ask the Holy Spirit to help us repent so that we can find forgiveness and spiritual healing. God is surely not so unjust as to force children (including infants, who have not attained the age of reason and therefore have not committed any voluntary sins of their own) to "pay" in justice for the sins of others.
On the other hand, it is also true to say that the sins of our ancestors — right back to our first parents, Adam and Eve — do affect our lives today and leave us inheriting some pretty heavy baggage to carry around. First of all, there is the inherited "wound" of original sin that is passed down to all of us from the Fall of Adam and Eve. They were the fountainhead of the whole human race, and when they turned their backs on God, they cut off themselves, and their whole progeny, from the life-giving, original gift of the Holy Spirit. They initiated a deprivation of spiritual life that left us all inheriting a human condition in which we are subject to suffering and death, disordered desires, weakened will power, and the clouding of the mind from the truth about God (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, 404-405). God does not hold us all "morally responsible" for the Fall of Adam, of course, but He did create us as an interdependent race so that we can suffer both spiritually and bodily from the sins of others. We may think this unfair, but remember that the interdependence of the human race is also the source of most of our highest blessings, for example, the solidarity and intimacy of family life and the communion of love and grace in which we participate as members of the Body of Christ. To make such supreme blessings possible to creatures with free will like us, the Lord also had to permit us to misuse that freedom and interdependence, with all its tragic results.
This "interdependence" of the human race also means that the sins of ancestors and parents can affect us in other, more subtle ways (and this is surely the truth behind the Lord's saying in Exodus 20:5 that He "visits the sins" of the parents on their children to the third and fourth generation). For example, some destructive conditions (such as alcoholism, depression, and irascibility) can be passed down to us in our genetic inheritance. Moreover, the problems of our immediate parents and grandparents can be passed down to us in other ways, too, such as if they set a bad moral example for us of giving in to those destructive, inherited dispositions (as, sadly, people tend to do from generation to generation), or if they abused our bodies or failed to give us the love we needed when we are growing up. In such instances, we can become "saddled" with emotional and developmental scars. For instance, if we weren't given the love we needed as children, we may spend our lives struggling to learn how to love others and ourselves. This does not make them fully "responsible" for our sins and all our problems today, of course, and we have the responsibility to take action to find healing for these generational wounds ourselves. But, in this sense, healing for the past is certainly an aspect of the Church's ministry of healing prayer today.
As for the question of what we can do to heal past generations of their sins and can we make atonement for them, the answer is yes. If they are in purgatory, we can offer prayers, Masses, and other works of piety and love on their behalf to speed their process of purification. In fact, one of the charisms of the Marians of the Immaculate Conception is to offer their lives for the Holy Souls in Purgatory. This is why they have an Association of Marian Helpers, a spiritual benefit society that embraces this same charism to pray for the deceased.
Jesus Christ merited on the cross the forgiveness and sanctification of the whole world, but when people fail to fully receive that gift from Him, through repentance and faith — i.e., if their contrition for sin and love for God was "half-hearted" in this life — then they remain in partial moral debt to God (still owing, in theological jargon, "the temporal punishment for sin"). So by the grace and merits of Christ we can obtain further graces of contrition for them, and help relieve that moral debt. If this is what the offering of "Family Tree" Masses and "Generational" Masses means in Ireland today, then I see nothing but good in it. It is just another way of praying for the dead. But if people think that they are thereby magically warding off the evil effects on their lives of the sins of their ancestors (effects such as I have described above), or "paying" for their ancestors' sins in ritual ways so that God will not make them "pay" for their ancestors' sins in real life, then I am afraid they are afflicted by superstition and a false view of God's justice. He does not force anyone to pay for the sins of anyone else, and in most cases, the ill effects of the evils of past generations on us today are best dealt with by Christian counseling and healing prayer. 
Thus, the mercy of God can both pardon and heal the sinful hearts of our faithful departed ancestors, and heal us of the ill effects of any of their sins that we suffer from today. That is definitely part of what our Lord meant when He said to St. Faustina: "My Mercy is greater than your sins, and those of the entire world" (Diary of St. Faustina, 1485).
Robert Stackpole, STD, is director of the John Paul II Institute of Divine Mercy. His latest book is Divine Mercy: A Guide from Genesis to Benedict XVI (Marian Press). Got a question? E-mail him at questions@thedivinemercy.org.
Question regarding Generational Healing
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markshea/2013/12/question-re-generational-healing.html 

By Mark Shea, December 13, 2013

A reader writes:
This week, my parish hosted Fr. Gregory Bramlage, conducted a healing mission. Several of the attendees have approached me, knowing that I teach apologetics, to get my opinion on what happened at the mission, and I’m at a loss on how to answer them.

Here is my summary of the questions and points of confusion, and a link to the document on the missionary priest’s website from which I drew these quotes.

Our parish hosted a mission that was given by a priest whose ministry focuses on healing. One of the more prominent (and controversial) elements of this mission included prayers for generational healing. Here are some statements from his document on how to prepare for this service:

“Great traumas may be healed through generational healing prayer without your knowing their exact cause. However, if you find that your family’s problems are not completely resolved after one Holy Communion or healing prayer session, continue to intercede for them. In some cases, it may be necessary for prayer for the Healing of Generations to be repeated several times for family bloodlines.”

This seems to denigrate the value of redemptive suffering and deny the necessity of bearing the cross as commanded by Our Lord in the gospels.

Here is a prayer that’s recited during the petitions at this service:

“We ask you to surround us, Lord Jesus with Your Holy Light. Heavenly Father, let the healing waters of our baptisms now flow back through our maternal and paternal generations to purify our family lines of Satan and sin.”

This seems to pervert the purpose of baptism, which remits the guilt of original sin and any actual sins committed at the time it is received. How can it be claimed that the graces of my baptism can flow back to others?
Thanks for any guidance you can provide.
I don’t see a big problem with the idea of generational healing. The notion that the “sins of the fathers” afflict subsequent generations is, obviously, a biblical one and lies at the heart of the idea, not only of original sin, but of such phenomena as child abuse, addiction, and all sorts of other bondages to which flesh is heir. The prayer that people be delivered from such afflictions and bondage is no more at odds with carrying the cross than any other prayer for healing and deliverance.

Similarly, I don’t see a big problem with praying that the power of baptism purify the bondages of generational sin that can afflict us. The notion that the prayer you quote is somehow literally baptising our ancestors is, I think, an overly literal reading of the prayer. It seems to me the point of the prayer is simply to loose the believer from ancestral patterns and bondages to sin. This seems right in keeping with biblical teaching, so long as we don’t read it to mean that it magically baptizes unbelieving ancestors or magically removes from us all responsibility for sin.

That said, my habit is to always treat such things as *a* form of Catholic piety and spirituality: good and helpful for some, maybe not so much for others. In essential things, unity; in doubtful things, liberty; in all things, charity.

A Reader Wonders about Generational Healing
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/mark-shea/a-reader-wonders-about-generational-healing
By Mark Shea, June 12, 2014

Wondering if you know anything and have some insight into the 'generational healing' movement?

This phrase is making its way around a circle of friends and it is new to me. What I am reading on-line gives me pause for concern not to mention one friend talking about 'family curses'. The words of Jesus from John 9 come to mind for me. But I'm the first one to admit that I don't know everything.

I suspect there is something to it, within reason. The interconnectedness of persons is an integral part of our faith, or both original sin and the redemption are nonsense, since both our fallenness and our salvation depend on the choices, merits, and sin of others redounding to us in many complex ways down the ages. Pure individualism is both heretical and quite obviously false to reality. We all suffer wounds and psychic scars from others, particularly via family. I'm not quite sure what is meant by "family curses" in this particular parlance. If it refers to metaphorical curses ("the curse of alcoholism" for instance) then I don't think it's very far-fetched at all to say that family tendencies toward certain sins and ills can run down generations and that the redeeming power of God can enter into such legacies as it enters into the rest of our lives. In my own experience, a family tendency toward gluttony and a real bondage in the department was decisively snapped through the sacrament of anointing. So I know such things are real.

If by curse you mean a literal curse, as in being condemned or accursed by some occult or demonic agency, I don't know much about such matters. I see no particular reason it should be impossible. We do, after all, bless people, so I don't know why it would be impossible to curse them. And I suspect Satan is not choosey if a willing human fool presents himself to him as a vessel of his malice. If, as I suppose, such things do happen, I suppose the impact of that could be felt down generations too. But if such things happen, it must also be true that this, as much as any other injury by the world, the flesh, and the devil can also be healed and redeemed by the power of Christ.

I would be very cautious of loose cannon laypeople running around praying for healing in such areas. Without real theological grounding and pastoral oversight (and even with it) people who engage in spiritual warfare and in ministries like this can easily come unbalanced and start seeing curses and demons everywhere. 
John 9 is actually instructive here, precisely because Jesus makes very clear that neither the blind man nor his parents had done anything to cause his blindness.  One of the dangers of thinking in terms of generational sins and curses and whatnot is that we can too easily fall into the habit of assuming that all problems are due to parental failures, or hidden curses and so forth. So above all, I would talk to a priest with some knowledge of such business and see what he thinks. I am not a pastor, nor somebody with much in the way of charisms, training, or knowledge in this department.  So take everything I say here with a grain of salt. God bless you!
Generational Healing
https://theraphaelremedy.com/generational-healing/
By Allison Ricciardi LMHC, October 16, 2015
Allison Ricciardi, LMHC on Relevant Radio’s “The Drew Mariani Show” on the Topic: “Generational Healing”. What is generational healing? Is it in accord with Catholic teaching?
“Generational Healing” promotes the belief of a process of spiritual healing where recurring problems such as divorce, alcoholism, financial problems, accidents, run in families. It delves into the deepest part of our humanity — generations of belief systems that influence and condition the way we think and feel — and the belief that such healing liberates us to tap freely into our divine nature.

Can we be burdened by the effects of the sins of our ancestors perhaps by illness or weakness?

Listen to this radio program as Allison and Drew discuss in further detail the meaning of what “Generational Healing” implies and if it is in conflict with Catholic teachings.




Allison is a Licensed Mental Health Counselor in practice since 1990. Allison has specialized in treating emotional disorders in individuals, couples and families and uses and trains clinicians in the Baars/Terruwe method.
Allison is also the Founder and President of www.CatholicTherapists.com, a nationwide network of dedicated Catholic therapists.
Heal Your Family Tree with Masses and Suffrages for the Dead
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/longenecker/heal-your-family-tree-with-masses-and-suffrages-for-the-dead
By Fr. Dwight Longenecker, November 3, 2016

A proper funeral and Requiem Mass allows the dead to rest in peace — and also allows the living to live in peace.
One of the benefits of praying for the dead is that it brings healing and reconciliation to the living.

In recent years this has come to light through a remarkable ministry called “Healing the Family Tree” or “Generational Healing”. This ministry (to my knowledge) was discovered by an English Protestant psychiatrist named Kenneth McCall. Dr. McCall wrote a book called Healing the Family Tree in the 1980s, recording his discoveries that seriously mentally ill people could sometimes have the disturbance in their life traced to an unresolved death or trauma in the family history. 

For example, it was revealed in therapy that a man with severe fear of water (aquaphobia) had an uncle who died in a wartime submarine incident. The body was never recovered and the uncle was never mourned properly. Dr. McCall began holding funeral services for the deceased loved one and found that often the suffering living person was healed completely or was gradually healed or got significantly better.

This led Dr. McCall to explore the phenomenon further and he researched other religious traditions’ practices of making sacrifices for the dead on behalf of the living. Of course this led him to the Catholic practice of Requiem Masses, and he realized that the Catholic Church had been saying funeral Masses or Requiem Masses for the repose of the souls of their loved ones as a matter of course from the beginning. He began to quietly use this therapy for patients of every faith and found that much benefit was given.

This book was very influential in the renewal (charismatic) movement in many different denominations, including the Catholic Church. Fr Hampsch — a Claretian priest — wrote a book called Healing Your Family Tree. The term ‘generational healing’ came into use, and this was expanded to include all sorts of other psychic and spiritual problems like ‘family curses’, ‘healing from occult involvement’ and ‘deliverance’, which is a low-level exorcism.

What are the problems with such ministries? One of the obvious problems is a propensity to superstition and a magical view of the Eucharist. Another problem is a tendency towards sensationalism. A third is an inclination towards the ‘victim mentality’ in which the suffering person blames all their problems on their ancestors. 

However, abuses should not undo right uses.

The fact remains that we, as Catholics, follow in the ancient tradition of the Church and the Hebrew religion before us, in celebrating the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of our dead. We believe this does them good spiritually, but we often overlook the benefits to the living. A proper funeral and Requiem Mass ritually cuts the bonds between the dead person and the living. It frees the living from the negative bonds that may exist and allows the dead person to rest in peace. It also, if you like, allows the living person to exist in peace.

In my view, the fact that ‘generational healing’ and ‘healing the family tree’ has become a kind of sensational fad, been abused by some or ‘questionable practice’ only indicates that the Church has neglected an important part of her proper ministry. This always happens when part of the fullness of the faith is neglected or denied. The truth springs up elsewhere with a vengeance and often an extreme view emerges, sensible people repudiate it and ‘extremist’ types latch on to it.
If Catholics simply practiced our age-old tradition of having Masses offered for the dead, for years’ anniversaries to be observed and for Requiems to be offered regularly — especially when there has been a traumatic death, an unresolved family trauma or an unresolved death, then the dead would rest in Christ’s peace and the living family members would find resolution of many of their illnesses, mental problems, family ‘curses’ and continued inherited spiritual and psychic diseases.

Masses for our departed loved ones should be a natural part of our life together rather than a stupendous and ‘amazing’ ministry of healing. Why not use this month of November to continue to pray and offer Masses for you beloved dead? It can’t do anyone any harm, and it is likely to bring about much good that you cannot now imagine.

Catholic priests against Generational Healing

What does "Generational Healing" promote?

http://orderofsaintpatrick.org/gen-heal/catholic-priests.htm 
orderofsaintpatrick.org/gen-heal/catholic-priests.htm, April 21, 2017
"Generational Healing" promotes the belief that there is a necessity to heal the family tree based on the alleged "too many cases" where recurring problems such as divorce, alcoholism, financial problems, accidents, run in families. When a person dies, it is believed that his/her spirits who caused such problems or natural spiritual tendencies or inclinations are passed on to the descendants. In other words, it is believed that children are adversely affected by the sins of their parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, who were also affected by the sins of their ancestors.

In support of this belief, reference is frequently made to the Book of Exodus where it states:

"The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for the thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, yet by no means clearing the guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children and the children's children, to the third and fourth generation." [Exodus 34:6-7]"

It is believed that certain prayers are necessary to "break the generational curses" or bad inheritances. It is further believed that a private Mass or Masses celebrated for one's intentions, or for the healing of any possible bondages afflicting the body, mind or spirit of any family members, living or dead (and also for the prevention of disorders in future family members who do not yet even exist), will heal the family tree.

In the process of healing the family tree, it is recommended that the person wishing to be healed of the family curse write up a geneogram, a pedigree chart, a descendant chart or other listing of family members living or deceased. It is taught that it is okay if the list is incomplete because God knows everyone's particular needs and graces to be prayed for (far more than we humans are aware of). God knows the needs of those who are living, the dead and future members of the family tree.

Does "Generational Healing" conflict with Catholic teachings?

There is nothing in Catholic teachings to support "Generational Healing." In fact, there is plenty to support that this belief is nothing more than a "wishful magic formula" that inter-mingles Catholic Church Liturgy such as the Holy Mass and the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist to give credibility to its movement. In its process, "Generational Healing" rejects the Catholic teachings regarding the Sacraments of Baptism and Confession. Allow me to explain!

During the Sacrament of Baptism of an infant, the priest says two prayers of Exorcism. During the first prayer, after the reading of the Gospel, the Priest commands any impure spirits who might be present to depart from the person to be baptized. This process is to purify the physical body of the believer. The second prayer of Exorcism is called "Ephpheta." (Ephpheta means 'Be opened') After the prayer, the Priest touches the ears and mouth of the infant with his thumb. He then says, "The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May He soon touch your ears to receive His Word, and your mouth to proclaim His faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father."

Catholic doctrine further teaches that until such time as the infant has reached the age of reason (8), he/she is a new creation and in an immaculate state. Should he/she die before reaching the age of reason, he/she would immediately go to Heaven because of the immaculate state.

If we are to accept that "Generational Healing" is necessary because the evil spirits of the ancestors are passed on to their descendants, then we must reject the Sacrament of Baptism as administered in the Catholic Church. We must reject the claimed power of the Exorcisms that take place during the Sacrament of Baptism. Either the baptized believer is freed from all evil spirits, be they "generational" or not, through the administered Exorcisms during the Sacrament of Baptism or he is not! Both beliefs cannot be true and upheld by the same person because they oppose one another, "Generational Healing" opposes the Sacrament of Baptism!

To accept "Generational Healing" as being truthful, it is a claim that man does not enjoy a free will. If a person is possessed by evil spirits because of the sins of his ancestors, logically, he cannot be held accountable for the actions of his sinful nature. In other words, "the devil made him do it."

Since he can no longer be responsible for his sins because of the alleged generational possessions, then he no longer needs the Sacrament of Confession. In order for one to be guilty of a sin, he must have the free will to do evil. In the case of possession, one does not have control of his actions, therefore, he does not have a free will.

As an example, let us suppose that evil spirits possessed five generations, these evil spirits having been passed on from generation to generation. If this was to be true, the question would be, "Where was Jesus during the last 4 generations? Did He not free every soul from sin and possession during the Sacrament of Baptism as the Catholic Church teaches?"
If Jesus failed to save those souls from sin and possession during the Sacrament of Baptism, then it must be claimed that those who fall under the curse of generational possession are eternally damned before they are born. They have no living hope of ever being saved. The Sacrament of Baptism would be useless for them. The Sacrament of Confession would also be useless since these souls would not be guilty of their sins, therefore not being required to confess them.

In other words, such a person would be born in sin, cursed for life, would not have a living hope of escaping the curse through the Sacrament of Baptism and could not make use of the Sacrament of Confession because it would be useless. Surely, this is not Catholic Teaching! Yet, this is what "Generational Healing" claims.

In reference to the application of Exodus 34:6-7 in support of "Generational Healing," this Bible passage has been taken out of context. Nowhere in the Holy Bible does this passage imply a curse upon all of humanity, from the beginning of time to the end of time.

Exodus 34:6-7, also found in Exodus 20:5-6, Numbers 14:18 and Deuteronomy 5:9-10 is a reference to God addressing the Jewish nation regarding the worshiping of idols. In the working out of salvation history, the people of Israel were to enjoy a special place and a unique intimacy with God. In turn, much would be required of them, to be holy as their very God is holy, and to fulfill their role of priesthood to the nations. This special vocation was not to be forced on the people, but left to their free choice.

Therefore, the Biblical reference to the steadfast love of God versus His generational punishment [Gen. 34:6-7] strictly applied to the Jewish nation in the days of the Old Testament.

*****************************

Reply to the Catholic theologians on the need for generational healing.

Occult-influenced ancestors do pass along their occult demons to their descendants either during their lives through soul & sex ties or at the time of their death through the family tie.  We see a lot of people who have resistance to things Christian, a fascination with the occult, compulsions to sin and possession of  demonic powers who want to be Christians but just can't for some reason.  Certain maladies spiritually come down their family line, even if they were adopted at birth and didn't know anything about their family of origin.  Prayer and deliverance were of no effect.  But when they went through this clean-up of the generations, often their problems would disappear and would not come upon their descendants.  I helped put on this service for ten years and seen amazing healings that resisted all other treatments.  The one and only time I saw an angel was at the burning of the geneograms after a service one evening.

Jesus addressed curses coming down the generations in Matthew 23:29 - 36 when he told the Jewish leaders that they were filling up the measure of the sin of their forefathers that would bring wrath down on the present generation. This judgment came to pass after Jesus was killed by these leaders.

The doctrines that exalt the priests are the problem.

What is “Healing the Family Tree”?
https://dwightlongenecker.com/what-is-healing-the-family-tree/
By Fr. Dwight Longenecker, November 25, 2017

Over the years I have mentioned the concept of ‘healing the family tree’ or ‘generational healing.’ This ministry (to my knowledge) was discovered by an English Protestant psychiatrist called Kenneth McCall.
Dr. McCall wrote a book called ‘Healing the Family Tree’ in the 80’s recording his discoveries that seriously mentally ill people could sometimes have the disturbance in their life traced to an unresolved death or trauma in the family history. For example, it was revealed in therapy that a man with severe fear of water (hydrophobia) had an uncle who died in a wartime submarine incident. The body was never recovered and he was never mourned properly. Dr McCall began holding funeral services for the deceased loved one and found that often the suffering living person was healed completely or was gradually healed or got significantly better.

This led Dr. McCall to explore the phenomenon further and he researched other religious traditions’ practices of making sacrifices for the dead on behalf of the living. Of course this led him to the Catholic practice of requiem Masses, and he realized that the Catholic Church had been saying funeral masses or requiem masses for the repose of the souls of their loved ones as a matter of course from the beginning. He began to quietly use this therapy for patients of every faith and found that much benefit was given.

This book (there may have been other work on this at the same time) was very influential in the renewal (charismatic) movement in many different denominations, including the Catholic Church. Fr Hampsch–a Claretian priest–wrote a book called Healing Your Family Tree. The term ‘generational healing’ came into use, and this was expanded to include all sorts of other psychic and spiritual problems like ‘family curses’ ‘healing from occult involvement’ and ‘deliverance’ which is a low level exorcism.

What are the problems with such things? One of the obvious problems is a propensity to superstition and a magical view of the Eucharist. Another problem is a tendency towards sensationalism. A third is an inclination towards the ‘victim mentality’ in which the suffering person blames all their problems on their ancestors. However, abuses should not undo right uses.

The fact remains that we, as Catholics, follow in the ancient tradition of the church and the Hebrew religion before us, in celebrating the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of our dead. We believe this does them good spiritually, but we often overlook the benefits to the living. A proper funeral and requiem Mass ritually cuts the bonds between the dead person and the living. It frees the living from the negative bonds that may exist and allows the dead person to rest in peace. It also, if you like, allows the living person to exist in peace.
In my view, the fact that ‘generational healing’ and ‘healing the family tree’ has become a kind of sensational fad, been abused by some or ‘questionable practice’ only indicates that the church has neglected an important part of her proper ministry. This always happens when part of the fullness of the faith is neglected or denied. The truth springs up elsewhere with a vengeance and often an extreme view emerges, sensible people repudiate it and ‘extremist’ types latch on to it.

If Catholics simply practiced our age old tradition of having masses offered for the dead, for years’ anniversaries to be observed and for requiems to be offered regularly–especially when there has been a traumatic death, an unresolved family trauma or an unresolved death, then the dead would rest in Christ’s peace and the living family members would find resolution of many of their illnesses, mental problems, family ‘curses’ and continued inherited spiritual and psychic diseases.

There’s something else I ought to mention: the increasing practice of not having a funeral Mass or not even having a funeral for the deceased family member. Instead people are simply having “memorial services”. A memorial service is fine, but it is not the same thing as a funeral, and it certainly is no replacement for a funeral Mass.

I’ve heard that with the increasing popularity of cremation that many Evangelical churches don’t have a traditional funeral at all. The body is cremated, the ashes scattered and they have a praise and worship service thanking God for the person’s life and thanking God that the dead person in in heaven now. This, of course, follows from their theology with its emphasis on “eternal security” and its somewhat Manichean de-emphasis on the physical.

But this not Catholic and it is questionable whether it is actually Christian. If you’re Catholic and you lose a loved one the body is to be treated with respect and honor. The remains–the corpse or the ashes–should be preserved in an inviolable container, buried in a consecrated location which is permanent and marked with their name.

You should have either a funeral Mass or if that is not possible, then after the funeral have a requiem Mass said for that person. This should be a natural part of our life together rather than a stupendous and ‘amazing’ ministry of healing. The requiem Mass is not a memorial service for the dead person, but an offering of Christ’s once for all sacrifice for the repose of their soul and the forgiveness of their sins and their progress in purgatory.

Why not use the rest of this month of November to continue to pray and offer Masses for you beloved dead? It can’t do anyone any harm, and it is likely to bring about much good that you cannot now imagine.

Exorcist on Generational Healing
https://spiritdaily.org/blog/spiritual-warfare/exorcist-on-generational-healing
By Michael H. Brown, December 23, 2017

[…]

Father Russ Parker - "Generational healing and the importance of names."
http://www.standrewsgainesville.com/sermon-videos/2018/2/28/22518-father-russ-parker-generational-healing-and-the-importance-of-names 
February 28, 2018
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Questions on ancestral curses, ancestral sins and generational healing answered by Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM(r), CCL, LTh, DD, LNDC
In chronological order

Demonic attacks
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=208 

December 25, 2004
I was delivered this past June from vicious Demonic Attacks in which I almost died, I started going into the stages of possession, but by my quick thinking and the help and prayers from others, I was able to prevent that. It was discerned by Mother Nadine Brown of the Intercessors of the Lamb that a Generational Curse fell on me. 
And I had demons attached to me at the womb which now makes me understand my violent behavior as as a child. And I had an irrational hate for all religion and the bible, and I never knew where that came from either.
I was Jewish when these attacks started (in my early 30's.)
and converted to Catholicism in the interim. I had been involved in the New Age in my quest for searching for God (because I really wanted to know and find him) and due to an incident that happened when I was a teenager. 

My uncle passed away and I was "compelled" to touch him in the coffin. It was like something pushed me to do it. The second I did, something in my mind "snapped". I knew something happened, but I did not know what until 20 years later. Whatever he had attached to him, came into me. And mentally from the time I touched him, I started having nervous breakdowns. I got into the New Age, looking for answers about God, never knowing it was demonic.

My attacks started again. I am getting a higher level of protection (so far) from the last series of attacks. And employing the techniques I learned. Three things were happening when it started.

1. Family Tree Healing. I read some books by Dr. Kenneth McAll that I ordered and decided to have a mass said for some of my ancestors to try to break the bondage. 

2. I was really angry, and I could not let that go. I could have opened up a 'door' that way. But I go to confession weekly, and I partake in the sacraments. Pray daily, always ask Jesus and God for that deeper relationship and healing. I have tried to live the way I am supposed to, yet this is happening again. 

3. I was asked by someone who helped me to print out prayers and give her some exorcism oil for another person who is experiencing attacks. I am not sure which thing I did is causing this.
My question is, how does one get the inner healing necessary not to open up 'doors' emotionally? 

I am learning about Spiritual Warfare by necessity, not by interest. There has to be away to do this. I just have not found it. Do you have any suggestions? I have made a full confession and forgave people. Forgiveness is still hard.
The other thing is, I am lucky I have someone who is helping me with deliverance. But, the Catholic Church seems to be guilty of not helping anyone. Exorcism is almost non-existent. They are not teaching this anymore in the seminaries, and the Priests and the Bishops do not even believe fully in what Jesus did in terms of 'casting out demons' How does one get help if they need an exorcist in the United States if they are under such attack if the Catholic Church does not believe them? –Kyreie
I praise God that you have been delivered from attacks. 
Inner healing comes from prayer, God's grace, and a willingness on your part to deal with any issues that are preventing or making difficult that healing. Healing comes from letter go and letting God deal with the issues. Healing comes with trust in our God and in His promises. God promises that if we let Him he will make lemonade out of the lemons in our life. God also promises that nothing will come into our lives that we cannot handle with His help. Since God is not a liar, we KNOW these promises are true and will apply to us if we allow God to work in us.

Part of the process of healing can include dealing with every spiritually hook in your life, regardless of source, to which demons can grab onto. Every one of them must be removed from your life.

Some of those hooks can be based in bitterness, revenge, anger, unforgiveness, pride, rebellion, and other stumbling blocks to spiritual health. Also involved can be low spiritual esteem, that is, not truly knowing who you are in Christ.

This is where Deliverance Counseling comes in. Deliverance Counseling, at least as how we do it, is designed to seek out and to eradicate any and all hooks in your life that allow demons to hang on to you in any way.

There may also be a psychological factor that must be dealt with to fully find healing. For that, one may need to go to a good Christian Counselor or psychologist.

As for the Church, there are many diocese who have exorcists, but it is true that some priests and bishops do not think possession or any kind of demonization if possible. Seminaries do not teach on deliverance or exorcism or on spiritual warfare in general.

This is a problem of the modern age, but this is why God raises up apostolates like the St. Padre Pio Center for Deliverance Counseling.

We will be praying for you.

Generational curses
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=329 
May 21, 2007

My parish priest tells me the church does not teach generational curses because the Church does not believe in it. The Church does believe in generational patterns. He, personally, believes that tongues was at the time of Pentecost and he, personally, does not accept it for today. -Lorrie
Well, your priest is wrong. The Church does not officially teach anything at all about generational curses that I am aware of. That is something that is known clinically by exorcists and deliverance counselors. Anyone who says generational curses do not exist would most likely be an opinionated person who has no experience with spiritual warfare, exorcism, or deliverance and thus is not qualified to offer an opinion.
To say the Church does not believe in generational "patterns" is silly. We all share traits and behavioral patterns that we pick up from our parents, grandparents, etc.
If he wishes personally to not believe in generational curses, that is his business, although I doubt he is qualified to make such a conclusion, but he has no business implying the Church doesn't believe in this when the Church has not said any such thing. 

I might add that Father Amorth, the exorcist for the diocese of Rome, believes in and has experience dealing with generational curses and talks about them in his books.

Concerning speaking in tongues, your priest and anyone is free to believe that tongues ended in the first century. Indeed there is a great deal of evidence to support that view. Tongues was one of the signal gifts. After the first century, the signal gifts were no longer needed to authenticate the Christian ministry.

This is not to say that tongues cannot exist today. They can. But the gift of tongues experience on the Day of Pentecost has no relationship to the private prayer "tongues" that is allegedly spoken by charismatics today, and little relationship to the public tongues they speak either. There are documented cases when the "tongues" that are spoken by charismatics have been proven false or have been actually cursing God and not praising Him. I personally know one of the priests who proved this in a particular charismatic meeting. We must be very careful on this issue. Tongues is the easiest phenomena of all to counterfeit by one's own psychology, or by the devil.

For a full exposé on the charismatic gifts, what the church teaches, what popes and bishops have said, what the Scriptures seem to indicate, and on the dangers of the Protestant Pentecostal contamination in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, click here (this is a PDF file).
Isn’t there really only one way to break a curse?
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=335 
May 25, 2007
Could you tell me if this way of thinking is right or wrong? 
The only way to really break a curse is to outlast the curse? I mean if you’re someone who has parents and grandparents living and you suspect a curse is on them, then if you’re not married you should not go dating and never marry until the grandparents and parents die. Because if your parent or grandparents have a curse on them and see your children before they die then while they (parent and grandparents) are tossing around in the fires of hell they will have many thoughts of your children and will be constantly thinking of them, therefore causing many portholes (ladders) in hell to open up straight to your children. 

I read somewhere when an exorcist was performing an exorcism somewhere in New York and at the end of the exorcism a hideous demon appeared, and the exorcist noted the time and also noted what the demon looked like. Then later the exorcist was talking to a relative of the person being exorcised and the relative described a demon that appeared to her at the same time the exorcist was ending the exorcism in New York, and the demon the relative described was the same demon the exorcist saw. The relative was thinking about the exorcism and the one being exorcized so isn't it possible that the demon somehow after being exorcised travel thru the thoughts of the exorcized victim or the relative because they were both thinking of each other?

Didn't Einstein or some scientist suggest that thoughts have substance even though you can't feel them or see them?

I guess maybe this is crazy thinking? Any comments? -Wilfred
These thoughts are not crazy thinking, they are just wrong thinking.
If parents or grandparents have cursed themselves or the family, that curse is not necessarily going to die when they die. A curse can be passed from generation to generation. This is called a generational curse or generational demonization.

Since none of us know what our parents or grandparents or great-grandparents may have done in secret to secure demonic attraction I recommend that everyone pray a prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins.

Sometimes, however, this renunciation may not be enough to break a curse. In that event other prayers such as that of Breaking Household Curses and Spells and/or Breaking Personal Curses and Spells are useful. In the tougher cases, the person or family may need to undergo deliverance counseling.

As for demons "traveling through thoughts", the answer to that is also no. Demons are angels (fallen angels, but angels nevertheless) and thus have angelic faculties and powers that are inherent to angelic creatures. Angels move instantaneously from place to place like quantum leaps. They can go from point A to point B without every traveling the distance between points A and B. 

In quantum physics we have discovered that even matter can do this. Certain sub-atomic particles can move from point A to point B without ever traveling the distance in between. The particles just sort of "pop" from one place to the next.

This idea is even found in basic mathematics. Whole numbers like 1, 2, and 3 have no degrees between them if we are to deal with only whole numbers. We pop from 1 to 2 to 3 without considering the in between numbers such a 1 1/2.

Since angels (and demons) are not in the "space-time continuum" of the material universe they do not move through a continuum of space and time like we do, they do not move through space and time, but rather pop from one place to another. They are "here" and then they are "there" without regard to time or the distance of space between "here" and "there".

That is why the demon you mentioned in that case could instantaneously visit the relative miles away when it was exorcised from the affected person.
Demons (nor angels) cannot read our thoughts. So the demon, "hearing" the thoughts of the relative and thus attracted to the relative as a result is not possible. Demons can read our body language and see and interpret our behavior and by that predict with a great deal of accuracy what we might do, but they cannot read thoughts or know the future.

The reason the demon appeared the relative was most likely since it was kicked out of one member of the family it thought that it could invade another member; who knows?

I don't remember at the moment if Einstein proposed that thoughts have substance. But thoughts can certainly have effects in the material world of substance. All sin, for example, begins with a thought. An individual thought itself is not sin, but the thought can lead to sin.

God thought about creation and then SPOKE the universe into existence. The WORD is the thought made into substance, as it were.

I hope this clears things up a little.
Generational Healing
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=518 
December 27, 2007 
I saw this page: http://www.saint-mike.org/spcdc/swprayers/default.asp#ancestral. 
However I also read this: http://www.catholicdoors.com/isit/isit12.htm. SEE PAGE 13.
Obviously the 2 are conflicting.
Could you read the second page and give me your opinion on this matter? –Anthony
A number of years ago I had the occasion to discuss this point with Fr. Maurice Levesque who ran the Catholic Doors ministry at the time.
I agreed with him in many of his points. Unfortunately many charismatic types approach the Generational Healing as if people inherited a demon the way we inherit genes. This is not the case.

I explained to Father Levesque that while I agreed with him on this and other points that this errant approach, which is not Catholic, is not the only approach to the idea of Ancestral demonization.

Fr. Levesque told me that while I might be correct on this that the errant ideas of Generational healing (Healing of the Family Tree) are so pervasive and dangerous that he was going to leave the Catholic Doors article the way it was. I told him that I thought that his position was "throwing the baby out with the bath water" but he disagreed.

In my opinion we need to offer the truth, the whole truth, and not just part of it. I understand Father's concern in that the whole subject of Generational Healing is so misunderstood that he wishes to focus on warning people about it without proviso. I think that it is better to warn people about the errant views while at the same time defining the correct views.

Although I do not know for sure, I suspect that Father Levesque does not have any actual experience in deliverance or exorcism. If he had then he might understand the need to split hairs here and acknowledge the correct notions of this subject while warning about the errant notions.

In the ministry of spiritual warfare we do not have the luxury of philosophical debates and notions -- we have to deal with issues that are presented before us in reality. The reality is that ancestral demonization is one of the most common forms of demonization.

This fact does not do violence to the Sacrament of Baptism as Father Levesque suggests. It simply recognizes the reality of the demonic strategies the devil uses.

The "inheriting a demon" from previous generations is nonsense, as Father Levesque suggests. The Sacrament of Baptism would remove any demons attached to the child. I agree with all that.

But, the issue of Ancestral demonization is not about an "inherited demon" in that fashion at all. This is about our ancestors doing something that causes the devil to place the family on his radar. As such the family line, for several generations, is noticed by the devil and perhaps exploited by the devil. 

Individuals do not inherit a demon, but demons may hang around the family from generation to generation. As such, some individuals of a generation may be attacked and others not. Some generations may even be passed over for harassment.

This is not about a heredity, it is about a bondage attached to a family line, not an individual.

As Catholics we know that a sin may be forgiven but the consequences of the sin remain. Baptism removes the sin, but not the consequences. If Baptism removed the consequences then we would never die since sickness and death is a consequence of original sin. Baptism wipes away original sin, but not its consequence.

The consequence in situations of generational demonization is that our ancestors allow demons to attach to the family for whatever reasons. They may have repented and been forgiven of their actions. Baptism of the babies in succeeding generations, with its simple exorcism, will remove any demon that tries to attach itself to the infant by virtue of birth into the family. But, this does not mean that demons cannot hang around a family line ready to pounce on the vulnerable and unsuspecting. 

Praying a prayer to renounce Ancestral Sins and to Reclaim Ground from those sins is, therefore, about closing the doors that allow those consequences into the current generation. It is removing the consequences and taking back the ground that the devil stole from the family. The devil will use any excuse to harass us. The prayer we have published on this shuts the door that the devil will use as an excuse to bother us. It patches the holes that ancestors punched into the fence of protection that God places around us.
This concept is seen in many other ways. A house may be passed on from generation to generation run down by the neglect (sins) of our ancestors. It was not our doing that caused the house to be run down (that was a consequence of our ancestors neglect), but we have the house in the family. Now that we are stuck with the house, we can fix it up and remodel it. As new problems are discovered about the house, we fix them.

The prayers to renounce Ancestral Sins is liken to the decision to stop the consequence of ancestors’ neglect of the house and to fix it up. To reclaim the ground lost from ancestral sins is liken to remodeling the house and maintaining the house from now on.

That is not a very good analogy, I guess, but it is the best I can do at the moment.

Anyway, I hope this helps to explain a little.
Oppression
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=533 
January 22, 2008

About a year and a half ago I returned to the Church after being absent for several years. After some time I began to discern a religious vocation. I was attending Holy Mass several times a week praying the Rosary at least once daily, reading spiritual books, and generally trying to live according to the Lord's will. I began to have severe financial difficulties and severe temptations against chastity and temperance (specifically drug and alcohol use). Finally, I am sad to admit, I did fall. 
These horrible temptations became much more intense, almost constant, from my first waking moment to my last at night. I hate to use the word but "obsessed" is a pretty good description of my experience. I also at around this time had problems at work and further financial problems. I had a persistent feeling of being "under attack". I don't want to overstate my condition but it was fairly severe. 

I was depressed, angry, bitter, and I was becoming hateful. This has persisted until very recently, when I began to pray again and surrender myself to the Lord's will.

What is also disturbing is my mother, who is mentally ill, dabbled in every form of occultism for years and finally completely lost her mind. My sisters and I have no doubt that she is under evil influence because she used to invite evil spirits into her body. My father also has problems, though not as severe, such as unusual health problems and chronic pain.

My question is: What is your assessment of this situation? If there is evidence of demonic influence, what remedies can I use? Besides confession and receiving Holy Communion? -Layla
First of all, welcome back to the Church.
It is not unusual to be attacked on issues of chastity and purity when discerning a religious vocation. This is an attempt of the Enemy to dissuade you from religious life. The same thing happened to be as I prepared to enter monastic life (and similar attacks and temptations can occur after entering religious life).

The intensity you describe, however, may come from the usual attacks the devil gives to those considering Religious life, but I think it is more likely that the intensity of this is sourced in the generational issues presented through your mother.

Your mother's involvement in the occult, which sounds like was very extensive, would give demons permission to attach themselves to your family line. This is one of the most common forms of demonization.

You, and your sisters, and any of their children when they are old enough, needs to pray a prayer to Renounce Ancestral Sins. Every Christian ought to pray this prayer as no one knows what their ancestors may or may not have done to attract the attention of the Enemy to the family line.

Also, I would recommend the Hedge Prayer of Protection, and also the Rebuking Particular Spirits (in which you identify the "spirits" by their attributes: lust, impurity, unchastity, depression, anger, bitterness, hate, etc.)

It may be wise for you (and your sisters) to go through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance as well.

All these prayers are in the SW Prayer Catalog linked below. The Seven Steps is found in the HELP section linked below.

One of the most powerful form of Deliverance is the Sacrament of Confession and the Eucharist. Be sure to attend to the Sacraments frequently and persevere in the good Catholic life.

We will be praying for you.

Cursed family generations
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=938 
March 16, 2009

I wrote you back in October and November of 2008. Thank you for your responses.
As to my parents being secret witches, I don't believe so, but my mother especially was involved in "Santeria", as you probably know, a mixture of African and Roman Catholic religions. Also I have been told how my paternal grandmother as a newlywed was left a brown paper bag by her front door (which was believed to contain Santeria items), and after opening the said paper bag, thereafter for the rest of her life would become rather "crazy" acting crazily once a month during her menstrual cycle. After her menopause, she became completely normal. I wonder if you ever heard anything like this.

Also then one Christmas my parents gave my sister and myself a ouija board, which we promptly played and the thing answered us it was named "Saul". We "played" it several times. It was shortly after this and my mother giving me the strange cup of coffee via my dad that I totally changed as a young person, rebelling, not going to church, some sexual aberrations, as I recall.

Also my paternal grandfather was a freemason. In my family there have been several known homosexuals, and I was wondering if all these rotten actions by my ancestors and then by myself too, might bring some sort of curse? Does it not say in the Bible, God punishes to the third and fourth generation of those who oppose His loving commandments?

Now I am also feeling very disheartened and upset myself as one of my own children seems to be very confused of her gender and is following the current popular fad of "gay" being "cool" and just another type of love. Though I know I have contributed to her confusion because of provoking a break up between her Dad and myself, I do not want her to go deeply into that "life" as I know how terrible, difficult to escape later on it might be. Any help offered by you, I thank you very much. –Rosa Maria
Given the history you have outlined it would be wise to pray the Renouncement from Ancestral Sins and also the Breaking of Spells and Curses, both found in the Prayer Catalog linked below. Your children ought to pray these prayers also.
Praying these prayers, plus the Hedge Prayer of Protection, and the Rebuking of Particular Spirits, need to precipitate from a solid foundation of living the Christian life as best as you know how -- weekly Mass, frequent reception of the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist, daily devotions and prayers, adoration of the blessed sacrament at least one hour weekly, and doing all that good and devout Catholics should do.

This will go a long way in helping you. I also advise that you go through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance linked below.

We will be in prayer for you and your family.
Generational Healing
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=587 

March 24, 2008 
I am a frequent visitor to this site and have posted here before. I noticed that there is a prayer in the spiritual warfare prayer index on this site to break generational curses. 
I was on the Catholic Doors ministry site and read an article on how generational healing is not needed. http://www.catholicdoors.com/isit/isit12.htm. SEE PAGE 13
Catholic Doors is a very informative site and is very reputable from what I hear.
Am I taking this article or out of context? Is this article talking about the same thing as what the prayer in your index is used for? Please explain. -Trevor
The Catholic Doors website is not quite as reputable as you suggest. There are some problems with that site, some doctrinal problems with some of its resources. Some of the links it supports are problematic. From what I understand the webmaster of the site refuses to listen to anyone's suggestion that he needs to make some corrections.
That has been my experience with him also. I have personally contacted the webmaster of that site some time ago about this article you reference. I explained to him that while he view is correct about generational demonization in one sense that it is incorrect in another sense. Although he is not qualified to speak on spiritual warfare issues, he refuses to listen to the distinction.

He is correct that people do not "inherent" a demon like we inherent diseases. I agree. But, the ancestral demonization is not based upon that sort of "inheritance". Ancestral demonization is similar to the passing on of habits from one generation to another -- it is not genetic, but passed on through influence.

In the case of generational demonization, demons become attached to a family usually through some sinful action of the ancestor. That entrance into the family allows demons to keep the family "on the radar" sort-to-speak, or on a "list". It does not mean the future generations WILL inherit a demon like one inherits a disease. It means that demons can remain attached to the family and may continue to harass some, but often not all family members.

It should also be noted, in general, that exorcism does not always get rid of demons. Not all exorcisms are successful. I am not sure, but I think the webmaster of Catholic Doors thinks that an exorcism guarantees that a person is free from demons. It does not.

The webmaster's views are rather typical of people who do not know what they are talking about. The problem is the lack of humility to accept instruction from those who do.

Given this and more serious problems of a few doctrinal errors in his "bible studies" and his promotion of a few other websites that are not consistent with Catholic teaching, and that he is consistently resistant other trying to help him shore up a few loose ends, I cannot recommend Catholic Doors overall, though he does have some good resources on the Site.
Ancestral sins renunciation prayer
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1168 
February 13, 2010

It has been a tremendous comfort to find and pray the prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral sins. 
I have 2 questions about it: 
a) As a mother with several very young children, can I add the phrase "and my children" when praying this prayer? Or is there another prayer recommended for the protection of children against ancestral sins?

b) Can you please explain this phrase from the prayer: "You, the Christ, became a curse for me when You hung on the cross." I don't understand about Christ becoming "a curse". -Josephine
Concerning including your children in wording of prayers:
Yes, you can add ""and my children" to the Renunciation of Ancestral Sins prayer. You, as the parent, have the duty to speak for your children, on behalf of your children. Thus, any prayer, such as the Protection Prayers, if they do not already contain language to include the children, such phrases can be added.

As your children's mother, you have authority in prayer even when they are grown. Of course, when the children are grown, they are responsible for themselves and will make their own decisions. But, take a look at the perseverance of St. Monica who never stopped praying for her errant son. Her son, St. Augustine, eventually returned to the Church and became one of the greatest saints in history and a Doctor of the Church.

I would say, however, that once your children are old enough to understand and make decisions for themselves, they ought to pray the Renunciation of Ancestral Sin for themselves.
As to the phrase that "You, the Christ, became a curse for me when You hung on the cross":
St. Paul answers your question in Galatians 3:13-14

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us--for it is written, "Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree"-- that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

How Jesus died was a curse (hanging on the tree) so that we might be free from the curse.

The Navarre Bible Commentary, one of the best Catholic Bible commentaries available, explains:

Christ, who was innocent, wished to offer the Father perfect atonement and thereby blot out our sin. To this end he voluntarily turned upon himself the curse which the Law laid on its transgressors. He bore the curse of the Law on our behalf and thereby set us free from the curse. What was for our Lord punishment was for men salvation? As St. Jerome puts it, "the injury suffered by the Lord is our glory. He died so that we might live; he descended into hell so that we might ascend into heaven. He became folly so that we might be reaffirmed in wisdom. He emptied himself of the fulness and form of God, taking the form of a slave, so that this divine fulness might dwell in us and we might be changed from slaves into lords. He was nailed on the Cross so that the sin committed at the tree of the knowledge of good and evil might be blotted out, once he was hung on the tree of the Cross."
With our Lord's death, the world's redemption is achieved, God's promise is fulfilled and the blessing he gave to Abraham multiplies his posterity, making them more numerous than the stars of heaven or the sand of the seashore (cf. Genesis 15:5-6; 22:17).
Ancestral sins
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1371 
January 6, 2011
Like you, I am a convert to the Church in 1997.
Sadly, I was sexually abused as a child from the age of 7 by my father. I never told my mother until I was 16 years old, and then she did not believe me. This allows her to stay married to my father, which is what I hoped all along (I was afraid when I was young that if I told my mother that my parents would get divorced). Anyway, I have been to various counselors over the years, and have worked through the book called "Courage to Heal" for survivors. The counselors have been helpful up to a point (they weren't Catholic). I have forgiven my father and have forgiven my mother for not believing me. We celebrate Christmas together. My father is not a psychopath - he was a Christian (Episcopalian - now fallen away). I think the sin of contraception gives people the license to commit all sorts of other sins and this is what happened in my family.
My question is actually about the current situation with my father-in-law. He is widowed and has recently married outside the Church to a Catholic divorcee and he continues to serve as a Eucharistic minister and thinks himself to be a devout Catholic. The situation distresses me, and I refused to go up to Communion during Advent when we were visiting and he was the Eucharistic minister. I confessed this to a priest and he told me that it was my obligation to inform my father-in-law that he should regularize his marriage and in the meantime should not be serving as an EMHC. My husband and I decided to present him with our Witness Talk (we are teachers of Natural Family Planning) in which we outline the fact that we waited until marriage to have marital relations and did not marry outside the Church and that we knew that if we had done so, that we would be unable to receive communion. The father-in-law gave no response. What bothers me is that my husband does not see any problem with this marriage.
I have prayed the Marriage Prayer from your catalog and am currently working through your 7 steps to Self-Deliverance. I love the Sacrament of Penance! I have often gone every week, though now just once a month.
Do you think these Spiritual Warfare prayers will be sufficient to break attachment to sin, so that our children will not be infected by such heretical behaviors? We are currently trying to conceive, but I am worried. I have heard that it is better for children not to have been born than to have gone astray from the true Faith. I pray for Our Lady's intercession. -Lynn
I am sorry to hear about your past experiences. We will prayer for your continuing healing.
Prayer is always sufficient, but you must remember that even God Himself will not force anyone to change their mind or to do what is right. We each have free will to choose the right thing or the wrong thing.

It is important for your husband to understand why your father-in-law is risking his soul by living in adultery with this woman. He is not married to her in the sight of God. He is living in sin.

Marriage is not a contract. It is a life-long covenant that cannot be broken by anyone, not even the Pope. The only way a previously married person can marry in the Church, or a Catholic marrying a baptized non-Catholic who has a previous marriage, is if the Church declares the previous marriage Null (which means that the marriage was never a true sacramental marriage in the eyes of God in the first place).

If the Church denies an annulment petition, then the person must remain unmarried and chaste.

If a person is living in sin, then they have no business serving in any capacity of the altar and are barred from receiving communion. If the father-in-law does not immediately stop his volunteering for serving, then the pastor needs to be notified that this man is not qualified to serve as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.

Most of these irregular marriages can be regularized. There is no excuse not to ask the Church for what is needed to regularize this marriage. The father-in-law's refusal to do this, if he is refusing, is frankly, idiotic and a major symptom of pride. Such pride risks his soul to hell.

Your prayers for your father-in-law have limited effect to break the bondage of his sin because he must be the one to make the break. Your prayers can help to influence him to do the right thing, but only he can decide for his own self.

As for you and your children, I recommend praying the Renunciation of Ancestral Sins found in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer catalog linked below. Each generation should pray this pray to be sure to close the door on any demonic attachments that may be passed from generation to generation.

As a parent, you have a responsibility before God to protect your children. That means that your children should not be exposed to your father-in-law's adultery. I know this is a hard thing, but the spiritual health of your children are more important than the father-in-law.

If you make no mention of his adultery, and do not hold him accountable for his sin, inasmuch as it affects you and your family, then you indulge his adultery and become an accomplice to it.

For his own sake, as well as for the sake of your kids, the father-in-law needs to know how serious his sin is. He will see that, deep down, if his access to the grandkids is curtailed, and his wife not acknowledged as his wife. This is the most loving thing you can do for him

Hopefully, not indulging his dysfunctional behavior will wake him up someday to the fact that he needs to change and get right with God.

In the Spiritual Warfare Catalog is also a Hedge Prayer for a Wayward Person. Your father-in-law, as long as he is in a state of adultery, is not a devout Catholic, is risking his soul to hell, and is in need to return to the Church.

As for your husband not believing this, I would ask him when did God die and he become the new god. God says that such an irregular marriage is sin. God's opinion trumps his. He needs to grow up and mortify the pride of his opinions.

As of having babies, babies are always a blessing no matter the circumstances of their conception, the circumstances of their birth. You cannot know if any child will remain with the faith. That possibility exists for all our children, and thus, that potential is not an excuse to avoid having children.

On the question as to whether or not you should have another baby, that is a decision you need to discuss with your confessor to see if the situation of a husband deficient in the faith (if that is what he is) is sufficiently serious grounds to practice NFP or to abstain.

We will be praying for you, your family, and for your father-in-law.

Ancestral curses and Generational Healing
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1397 
February 15, 2011

I picked up your treatment of this subject from your archive at this link. Would you direct me to where you have given a detailed treatment to this rather controversial topic, or would you kindly address it here? -Ray
Well, that post pretty much says it. Generational demonization (or curses) are not passed on to succeeding generations in a manner like biological genetics. Rather the sins of ancestors may have placed a family line on the devil's radar. This means the devil is particularly watching this family more than the average family for opportunities to attack.
If there are no opportunities presented by a particular generation of the family, or by a particular member of the family, then the devil does not have an entry point. This is why the harassment or curse can seem to skip generations or effect some members of the family and not others.

Now, do not misunderstand, having the devil keep a special watch on a family is a serious thing. With such scrupulous observation the devil will find any vulnerability that may be present.

While the exorcism in the Baptismal Rite removes at that moment any demonic attachments to the individual, and confession and Eucharist help to maintain freedom from demonic attachment, those things do not guarantee it. If that were the case then St. Paul would not have warned us to always be on guard for the devil's schemes (2 Cor 2:11; Ephesians 6:11). We must always be on guard every moment of our life.

We need to keep the Hedge of Protection God gives us always in repair, with the gate closed and locked. If we punch any holes in the hedge by our own sins they must be repaired. If other people punch holes in our hedge, they must be repaired. 
This is why I recommend to all Christians to pray the Hedge Prayer for Protection of Household if one has a family, the Hedge Prayer for Protection of Self if single, and all people pray the Prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins. None of us have any idea what our parents, grandparents, or great-grandparents may have done in secret, thus each member of each generation ought to pray that Renunciation prayer.

If there is a suspicion of a family curse then pray Breaking Household Curses and Spells or the Breaking Personal Curses and Spells as applicable.

As our first Pope, St. Peter said, (1 Peter 5:8) "Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour."
Jealousy of living ancestor
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1570 
February 4, 2012

My husband's mother, older sisters and grown up nieces were very uncomfortable when we had our first child 10 years ago. My mother in law even advised me not to have any more children. My child falls ill when these relatives are anywhere near. When I conceived next time, I lost my pregnancy in third trimester. Infertility followed.
I find it impossible to get into a career although very educated. My husband's career advancement regressed from the time his family took notice that he was doing well (that was a few years ago).
My husband's family members are very wealthy (they live in our home country) and do not need our help in any way. 
I believe there is something that blocks the channel of grace from God in our lives. The best I can do is to forgive from heart and stay away from jealous people. I request for your advice and prayers. Thank you very much for your time. -Anna
From what you are describing, your husband's family is very toxic. It would do well to have no contact with them.
It is possible that there is a family curse. I would advise that you and your husband first pray a Prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins﻿. Each of you need to pray that prayer to close the door to any demonic attachment to the family line.

Then, I would advise your husband and you, with your husband leading the prayer, that you pray Breaking Household Curses and Spells ﻿ perhaps your husband ought to pray for himself, Breaking Personal Curses and Spells﻿. The breaking spells and curses prayer may need to be prayed often as the family could be casting curses on a regular basis.

Then, you and your husband should pray regularly, Hedge Prayer for Protection of Household﻿. If there are any particular demons that are harassing the household, the Rebuking Particular Spirits Affecting the Household﻿ is useful. If such harassment is to the person, then Rebuking Particular Spirits﻿ applies. 

All this is presuming that you and your husband are living the best Christian life you know how to live. Our Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance﻿ is good to help you with your Christian life, get rid of any "hooks" that demons may be using as an excuse to stay in your life, and finally to cast out those demons that are harassing your family.

It is important, if your husband's family is that toxic, to sever the relationship with them. Keep in mind that doing so will likely caused them to be angry with you and your husband. Be prepared with these prayers I have mentioned and any others in our Prayer Catalog. If their anger is severe enough that they begin to harass, then you may have to change phone numbers and email addresses. If they show up at your door, do not let them in, and call the police, if necessary, to remove them from your property.

I am not saying that things will be this bad. Hopefully, it nothing like this will happen, but I have seen this sort of thing before. Best to be prepared and resolute.
Dreams and Ouija Board
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1569   
February 4, 2012

One of my Aunts, when she was younger, use to play with Ouija Boards, but stopped. I had one several years ago, but threw it away because of it being demonic and also because I am a Christian and serve Our Lord and Savior.
The other night, I had a dream that the furniture in my apartment was rearranged, my front door was opened and I looked in my closet, and there was a Ouija board which I threw away in the dream; however it kept coming back to me.
My Aunt told me yesterday that she had a dream about me, my deceased sister and my deceased Grandparents; whereas my aunt found a snake in her apartment and my sister and Grandparents were trying to help her get rid of it and I was a little girl in her dream and I was saying how I didn't like the snake.
I'm not into dream interpretation, but the only significance with me being a child in my aunt's dream that I can acquaint to is my birthday which is next week.
However, since both my aunt and I have had these dreams, it seems as though the women in my family have been experiencing sickness.
Two days ago, my eldest Aunt was in the hospital for chest pains, but it was only indigestion. My other Aunt went to the hospital yesterday because she felt a tightness in her face in which she had to have an MRI and CAT-scan, but we haven't heard what the diagnosis was. As for me, I've been experiencing a burning sensation in my feet and upper legs, whereas my Doctor thinks it may be a pinched nerve, but I am worried about this.

Could these dreams be giving both my Aunt and I a message and could there be something demonic around my family? Also, when I did throw away the Ouija board I had several years ago, I didn't burn it; however just threw it in the trash. Could there be any demonic activity around me because of the way I discarded it? -Crystal

Dreams are normally the brain's creative way to deal with anxieties, fears, joys, stresses during the day or in one's life. With that said, it is possible to have a dream that is demonically inspired.
I would recommend the Bedtime Protection Prayer﻿ found in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog.

If you feel that the family may have a curse, then each household of the family that are having problems ought to pray the Breaking Household Curses and Spells﻿.

If this seems to be localized among certain individuals, and not the whole household, then this prayer is useful: Breaking Personal Curses and Spells﻿.

If there are particular spirits that are attacking or harassing, like the spirit of fear, spirit of the ouija board, spirit of dreams, spirit of illness, or any other evil spirit described by its attributes, then I would suggest the Rebuking Particular Spirits﻿ prayer.

It is important to be living the best Christian life you and your family know how to live. The Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance﻿ can help you to do that and to rid yourself from any demon.

All of these prayers are written for Catholics. Since you are not a Catholic, you can edit these prayers and Steps to conform to your own faith tradition. The bottom line for any Christian is to live the best Christian life possible, going to Sunday worship each week, daily prayers and devotions, studying the Bible, living a life of love and charity, and in expressing and sharing that love in doing good works.

My child has unholy visions at dusk
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1577 
February 13, 2012

I don't really know where to go to ask this or who to come to. Last Thursday, my beautiful son Gabriel age 7 had a dream straight from the dark heart of Beelzebub. He dreamt he was walking home from school and then he looked down through an alley he observed what appeared to be two homeless men one of which was performing fellatio on the other. Then the man who was receiving pulled out a large screwdriver then starting stabbing the other man repeatedly. Then he threw the screwdriver down then looked right into my son's eyes and said ''Gabriel, my child. I am your one true father! I am inside of you! I will never leave you forevermore! Hallowed be thy name!''. Then he awoke frantically naked in a pool a sweat writing 666 on his wall. That dream has haunted him since.
I'm not sure what to think of it, but I can't help but to think it's retaliation for when I had turned by back on the Lord when I was young to pursue a life of drugs and sexual slavery. Since then I have turned my back to the demons in my life and have dedicated my life to serving the Lord. But I can't but still think it's because of me. Thank you for your time, I need someone to make sense of this. –Saul
The sins of the father can negatively affect several generations of his family. It is certainly possible that this is stemming from your own debauchery of your past. The devil does not like it when someone turns back to God. Thus, it is very likely that this may be retaliation using your son as the method of revenge. 
Given the nature of the dream, I would say that it was a demonic attack. This is just not the kind of dream that would come to a seven year old unless he has been a witness to sexual acts, a victim of sexual abuse, or exposed to pornography.

As his father, you have spiritual authority in his life. I would advise that you pray some of the prayers in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, such as the Prayer Of Renunciation Of Ancestral Sins﻿, Renunciation Of Satan and Claiming the Full Victory﻿, Hedge Prayer for Protection of Household﻿, Hedge Prayer for Protection of Self﻿, Resisting Satan’s Attack Against Our Household﻿, Bedtime Protection Prayer﻿ (for your son), and Rebuking Particular Spirits﻿.

If this happened only once with no other phenomena taking place, it may have been a scare tactic to remind you that the devil still has you in mind.

These and other prayers found in the Catalog will help you to protect yourself, your family, and household. I would advise going through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance linked below

At seven years of age he should be close to first Confession and Communion. The Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist are two of the most powerful prayers of protection from the devil.

We will be certainly praying for your son and the whole family.

Seeking help in ending generational curse
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1601 
March 15, 2012

I recently learned from a healer that my marriage was cursed by another family member. My husband was the first to be affected and our children inherited it, and that I too have been passed some of the curse. What do you make of this assessment?

Also, I am concerned that seeking this help may go against the Church. Am I committing a sin by saying the prayers asked of me to free us from this curse? The Bible warns us about these types, but can some do God's work and help me? This man claims he is a devout Catholic. How do I know who is to be trusted? –Debby

Whether or not this "healer" can be trusted depends upon what he does. In terms of informing you that there is a family curse, how does he know this? I am concerned that he calls himself a "healer" as that may mean that he is in the Charismatic Renewal and thereby has erroneous understanding of the gifts. If he "just knows" about this curse because God allegedly told him, then I would be very cautious about him. 
There are many factors in determining whether or not a family curse is present. A one-liner clue comes from a country song, "It wasn't for bad luck, I'd have no luck at all." If you feeling this sentiment, it may be a clue, but only a clue. So-called "bad luck" can come from dysfunctional behaviour patterns learned from parents, psychological issues, bad habits, and sin.﻿

As for the prayers he has asked you to pray, there is no way for me to assess that without reading them.

We do have a prayer in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog for curses. If it is a family curse then the prayer, Breaking Household Curses and Spells﻿, would be advisable.

It does not hurt to pray the above pray just in case. If there is no curse, then you will still get a grace from God for offering the prayer.

If there was a family member who cast a curse, then that family member should be avoided. Do not accept gifts or food from this person. Do not let this person into your house.

In addition, since a family member doing this implies a grudge or revenge of some sort, it may be wise to say this breaking curses prayer above on a regular basis.

Do not be afraid, however. Actually, most curses fail. Most curses turn around and curse the curse-caster. The devil is very mean to his own.

Praying the prayer above is a good thing to do just in case.

More is needed, however. You and your husband need to live the best Catholic lives you know how to live. Get you spiritual lives in order as if there is anything lacking that gives the devil an opportunity.
Generational curse from paternal grandmother
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1683 
September 2, 2012

My father died when I was a baby and I didn't know him or his family, but met them when I was in my early twenties.
My Paternal Grandmother had 7 children (one being my father) from 4 different men. Her first husband she legally married, but separated from and even though they weren't together, he provided for the children that were not his.
My mother didn't tell me much about my father when I was a kid, but as I got older and when I met his family; my mother told me that my father did not like my Paternal Grandmother for various reasons.
As I got to know his family, I saw characteristics within them that I didn't like too, such as drinking, cursing, and being very deceitful to one another. My father's family is very multi-racial and one of my cousins asked me did I ever wonder why us being multi-racial all had the same last name and not the surnames of our fathers. I did wonder about this, but never asked, only for my cousin to reveal to me that my Paternal Grandmother had the majority of her children from affairs with married men.
I noticed that the majority of the female members I met on my father's family were unmarried with children with different fathers and for those who were married had children with other men besides their husbands. Also the same replies to my father, as when he met my mother, she was still married to my sister's father but awaiting a divorce and a male cousin on my father's side of the family, had an affair with a married woman who he loved and was with for several years.
I have asked for God's forgiveness and repented, as I also have had 2 affairs with married. I never had any children and do not plan on having now because of my age, but would like to have a relationship someday, however I seem to always attract married men or single men who have girlfriends and I do not want this.
Because of the way my Paternal Grandmother's lifestyle was, do you think this is a generational curse and if so what can I do to free myself from it?
I really would like your help because I do want a good Christian relationship someday with the right man. –Jessica

I praise God that you have recognized in yourself those elements that lead to your own sins and thereby repented and confessed. The angels rejoice when a sinner repents.
Much of the family behavior you describe can be passed down from generation to generation in a natural way — kids learn how to behave from watching their parents and family.

It is also possible that a family curse is at work here also.

What you need to do is to follow the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below, and also pray some of the prayers in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below. Certainly, you will want to pray the Renouncing Ancestral Sins, and the Breaking Curses and Spells. Then also pray regularly the Hedge Prayer of Protection.

If you feel like there may be any spirit present tempting you, such as a spirit of lust, a spirit of fear, a spirit of anger, etc. then the Catalog has a Rebuking Particular Spirits prayer.
The most important thing you must do is to live the best Christian life you know how to live. That means going to Church every Sunday, daily prayers and devotions, studying the Bible. In other words, get as close to God as you can in all areas of your life. Put Him first, seek to love Him which means that you will obey Him (Jesus said, "If you love me you will follow my teachings"), forgive everyone of everything (Jesus said that is we do not forgive, He will not forgive us), etc. The closer you are to God the harder it will be for the devil to trip you up.

And remember God's promises:

1 Cor 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. ﻿

1 John 4:4 - You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world﻿.

Rom 8:35, 37-39 - Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? But in all these things we more than conquer through Him who loved us. 

For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

﻿God is not a liar. He keeps His promises. Trust in Him and He will bring you to Himself in His friendship forever.

Remember, God is more powerful than any curse. But, if we go through the valley He is still with us and promises that:

Romans 8:28 - All things work together for good to those who love God and are called to His purpose.

This means that God will take the lemons in our life and make from it sweet lemonade, if we let Him.

We will be praying for you that any curse be broken, that any psychological wounds be healed, that you can live the spirit-filed Christ-Life. We will also pray that a good Christian man will come into your life.
Happenings for unknown reason
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1686 
September 12, 2012

I had received a good job offer abroad. However the visa could not come through as the company appointed visa agent delayed the process and the company cancelled the appointment citing they could not wait longer.
I lost my father when I was an infant. He was killed in a robbery attempt. Soon after his death we lost big property due to cheating. There was a court case filed against us in respect of property which we inherited and the case is still going on. We also lost the house that I was brought up in due to not having the proper papers/documentation. There was also a robbery attempt in that place. Inspite of above problems God has always provided an alternative way out.

We come from a religious family with deep faith in God. Just wondering why we are facing such situations. -Thomson
It is called life. Stuff happens. We ought to be very careful about attributing things to demonic influence to quickly. This sounds like just life.
But, if you are suspicious that a family curse may be present, which is possible, then I would advise you pray the Breaking Household Curses and Spells and the Renouncing Ancestral Sins both found in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below﻿. We will pray for you too.
Generational curses
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1696 
October 4, 2012

Does the Catholic Church or its teaching approves the concept of Generational curses and if yes can you help me with the supporting scriptures. –Lessly
The Church teaches the existence of the seminal Generational Curse—Original Sin (1 Cor. 15:22) "For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all shall be made alive" and explained in the Catechism beginning at paragraph 396 ff﻿﻿. This doctrine is dogma and anyone who doubts it is a heretic. We inherit Original Sin both spiritually and physically. When Adam sinned and brought into the world Original Sin, the very chromosomes of the human genome were mutated. Our genetics changed and within our DNA concupiscence was inserted and passed on to all generations.
It is because of this mutation in our DNA, passed down through the father's DNA, that Jesus did not have a human father. Thus, the Incarnate God had no stain of Original Sin in his biological body. Mary, on the other hand was conceived the normal way, she did have a human father, thus God preserved her from Original Sin at the very moment of her normal conception through the miracle of the Immaculate Conception. The reason for the virginal conception of Jesus, and the Immaculate Conception of Mary, is precisely because Original Sin is in our DNA.

As to the notion of specific generational curses, other than Original sin, the Church does not offer any teaching. The idea is based in Scripture, many exorcists will affirm its existence, but ultimately this is a matter of anecdotal evidence and opinion. Fr. Fortea, the famous Spanish exorcist, is unsure of the existence of generational curses, but he is open to the possibility. Fr. Amorth does assert the existence of generational curses.
The Scriptural evidence is in the "sins of the Father" passages:﻿

(Exodus 20:5)  "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,"

(Deuteronomy 5:9)  "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me,"

(Exodus 34:6-7)  "Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations."

Also in Scripture there appears to be passages that contradict the above:﻿﻿

(Deuteronomy 24:16)  "Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own sin."

(Ezekiel 18:20)  "The person who sins will die. The son will not bear the punishment for the father’s iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son’s iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself."

While this appears to be a contradiction, it is not. Deuteronomy 24 is referring to legal issues (see context in vs. 6-19). Ezekiel 18 is merely repeating the Law of the Pentateuch (e.g., Deuteronomy 24)﻿. These passage are referring to legal matters in the Jewish Court System.

The first set of passages, however, deal with God visiting upon the descendants the consequences of the rebellious fathers' sins.

Another important issue is that many people, especially those in the Charismatic Renewal, as usual, mis-defines the meaning of Generational Curses or demonization.

Many people think that a curse or demonization can be transmitted from generation to generation in a matter like genetics. This is false. We inherit genetic characteristics to which we have no control. While Free Will can influence genetic propensities in that we may choose how we respond to those genetic traits, we do not have control over the existence of the genetic trait.

For example, let us say a man inherits the genetic trait attributed to aggression. The man may respond to that trait by being negatively aggressive as to bully others, or he use this trait to be positively assertive. This trait may help him to have a level of self-confidence to tackle mountain climbing or provide the seeds of criminality.﻿  While we cannot change our genetics, we can have something to say about the behavior we choose.

Generational Curses and demonization does not work that way. A Generational Curse is not "inherited" through the generations like biological genetics, which is beyond our control.

Rather Generational Curses happen when an ancestor has done something to place the family on Satan's radar, or someone else casting the curse has asked Satan, in effect, to keep this family on his radar.

Unlike genetics, which is certainly passed from generation to generation, a curse or demonization from an ancestor does not guarantee that any particular generation, or even any particular person within a generation will come under demonic harassment. 

We have a prayer in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below, concerning "Renouncing Ancestral Sins." This prayer is designed to shut the door to any consequences coming from ancestors. Everyone should pray this prayer since we cannot know what our ancestors may have done to put the family on Satan's radar.

But, understand, this is about placing a family on Satan's radar, not an actual inheritance of a curse or demon. We each have Free Will to choose to live the Christ-Life that may largely avoid demonic harassment (though not absolutely since God may permit it even for the devout, as He did with St. Paul (e.g., the thorn in his side). We also are able to make the decisions needs to counter any demonic attack that may occur, through the weapons of warfare God has given us.

These weapons of spiritual warfare given to us by God are founded upon His Word, which is the Sword of the Spirit, and His Church, which is the Ship of Salvation.

Specifically, God give us His armor described in Ephesian 6, the Church and Her Sacraments, especially Confession and Eucharist which are the most powerful deliverance and healing prayers, the Sacramentals given to us by the Church (e.g., Rite of Exorcism, official blessings by a priest, Holy Water, Holy Salt, Holy Oil, blessed medals and scapulars, blessings allowed to be given laity, as well as priests, found in the official Book of Blessings, and all the personal devotions such as the Rosary, the Divine Mercy, etc.

To be in the Catholic Church is to have at our disposal the full measure of grace, faith, and weapons to fight the devil, evil, and the sin within ourselves. No other ecclesial community has this fullness of grace and faith, nor the fullness of the armory of weapons with which to wage spiritual war.

Spirit of a witch
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1711 
October 26, 2012

My question is in regards to my spouse. She has struggled nearly her entire life with OCD and Depression. About a year ago, she had the opportunity to speak for several hours with a priest who has the gift of reading souls and does much work in healing and deliverance. He told her that she had the spirit of a witch entangled around her soul and that she was chosen by someone in her family in generations past. He told her that she had witches on both maternal and paternal sides. Indeed, my wife concurred that this was correct.
She has had some minor manifestations, but not to where I believe she is possessed. He told her that he would need to do more work with her, but we haven't been able to meet with him since he travels so much.

Does anyone have any suggestions? We do, of course, pray together as a family and regularly attend the sacraments, but it seems to be getting worse. What do you do in a situation like this? We are told she needs further help, but we have no idea how to get it without people thinking we are crazy. Thank you for any advice you can provide. -Ron
I am sorry to hear about your wife's afflictions.
There are several things you can do. First is that your wife (and you as head of house) need to take authority over the household. Prayers in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below, contain such prayers such as the Hedge Prayer Protection. There is a version for the household and a version for a person. Use any of the prayers that are pertinent to your wife's situation.

Your wife also needs to pray the Renunciation of Ancestral Sins. This prayer is designed to rid oneself of demons that are attracted to the family because of ancestors or other family members’ sin.

Secondly, your wife needs to work on the Seven Steps for Self-Deliverance, linked below. 

Thirdly, it would be wise to do a Healing of the Family Tree. We have information about how to do that by downloading a zip file containing the information: Geneogram
If all these things do not provide some relief for your wife after 2-3 months, then she may wish to contact us for a personal consultation and possible formal deliverance.

We will be praying for her and you.
Sins of ancestors
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1760 
January 9, 2013

I am a catholic priest; recently I've heard a lecture of one priest who is also a psychologist, and he was saying that it is impossible to be understands the influence of our ancestors sins. He continued: "what for do we then have a baptism?" Because baptism erases original sin.
Please, my question is, what is the teaching of the Catholic Church regarding this topic and do you know if any of The Church fathers has written about this problem? –Father Mario
Thank you for this question. Many people, including priests, do not understand what is meant by "ancestral demonization."
Baptism, of course, does remove Original Sin, and any actual sin, and does contain a simple exorcism. But, this does not guarantee that the person will be free from demonization any more than does the Sacraments of the Confirmation, Eucharist, and Confession guarantee that.  Indeed Confession and the Eucharist are two of the most powerful weapons against the devil, but it does not guarantee deliverance. Even solemn exorcisms do not guarantee deliverance. There are cases in the Church in which solemn exorcism were not successful.

And, of course, the forgiveness of sin does not necessarily remove the "consequences" of sin. That is why we have a prayer in our catalog that I recommend to everyone to "take back the ground" Satan has stolen because of the sin they committed. The sin is forever removed and the soul cleansed of the sin when Confessed (i.e. 1 John 1:9), but the consequence of the sin, either spiritual or material consequences may remain.

For example, if I drive drunk and run into someone causing them to be paralyzed, I can be forgiven by God and by the victim, by the consequence of the poor man made crippled remains. In the same way, after one's sin has been forgiven, the consequences of demonic harassment that caused by the sin may still remain and must be dealt with. Thus, after Confession the person needs to kick the devil off their property, as-it-were. This sort of language about "taking back property" is military language. St. Paul refers to the attacks of the devil in warfare terms. This is, after all, this is a real warfare, just as real as that in Afghanistan, only in the spiritual realm. 

The "sins of the father" passed on from generation to generation is explained in three possible ways:

1) First possibility in in genetic traits, of course. This is beyond anyone's control. But, while a person may have a genetic propensity, it is usually environment that nurtures that propensity. For example, a person may inherit the genes that are responsible for aggression. It is environment that will mold that genetic propensity into aggressive behavior, or to a more positive assertive behavior.

2) The second cause is what I call environmental heredity. This refers to the bad (or good) behaviors children learn from watching their parents, and the psychological effects of how the children are treated and what they experience in life. These factors can have long-ranging effects that can last a lifetime.

Neither of these two factors require any demonic involvement at all. But, demons can exploit environmental issues to help make things worse. Demons are opportunists. If they see a problem that already exists, they will happy to exploit that vulnerability to make the problem worse than it would have been otherwise. 

3) The third possibility is what is called "ancestral demonization". This phenomena suggests that some family member, a parent, grandparent, great-grandparent, etc., has committed some sin, or lived some sinful life, that has attracted the devil to them and to the family line. The family gets placed on the devil's radar, as-it-were.

Demons are not "inherited" like the genetic traits in our genes, but demons, once they have the family on their "radar", may harass the family through the generations. This does not guarantee that each and every generation will have demonic problems, nor that each and every person from the generations will be harassed by demons.
Ancestral Demonization (or a "family curse") simply means that, for whatever reason, the devil has been attracted to the family and thus he will look for opportunities to intrude upon that family in some way. He may or may not succeed.  Our Prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins﻿ is designed to break this cycle, or close that door, to remove the family member from that radar. The worse cases are when parents or grandparents actually call down evil upon their prodigy.﻿ In those cases that do not require an exorcism, not only is the above prayer is useful, but also Breaking Personal Curses and Spells. ﻿One of the worse cases that lead to possession and a formal exorcism of an innocent girl is most famous documented case in Earling, Iowa in 1928. This case is recounted in the book, Begone Satan. ﻿

This analysis I have given here has been gained by the experiences of exorcists and deliverance counselors.  Other than the paragraphs in the Catechism (nos. 517, 550, 1237, 1673), and the Rite of Exorcism itself, there is no actual Church teaching that specifically talks about this particular question, to my knowledge. Rather, this information is derived from many sources, including the writings of the Saints on matters pertaining to demonology, other writers on the theology of angels and demons, and the clinical experiences of exorcists (such as Fathers Amorth, Fortea, and others) and deliverance counselors.

In his book, An Exorcist Tells His Story, Father Amorth writes about curses. He said:

Curses invoke evil, and the origin of all evil is demonic. When curses are spoken with true perfidy, especially if there is a blood relationship between the one who casts them and the accursed, the outcome can be terrible. The most common instances that I have encountered involved parents or grandparents who called down evil upon children and grandchildren. 

The fact that family curses exist from generation to generation is clinically well known by those of us with experience in this field and is perhaps the most common source of the demonization of an innocent person.

Healing
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1762 
January 13, 2013 
I noticed in the most recent post on ancestral sin that Fr. Fortea was included in a list who believed in ancestral sin.
I recently watched a series of lectures by Fr. Fortea, and this was one area he said he never could understand or accept. -Jeanne
I imagine Fr. Fortea is talking about the common definition of ancestral sin as defined by Pentecostals and the Catholic Charismatic Renewal that is often contaminated by Pentecostal ideas.
I doubt if Fr Fortea would disagree with the definition I gave. To properly respond I'd have to see the lecture myself to assure exactly what he is referring to. Also, keep in mind that not all exorcists agree on every point.

In his book, "Interview with an Exorcist", however, he gives an example of ancestral demonization. On question 71 he says that one way a person can become possessed is by the parent's offering their child to Satan.  Fr. Fortea also talks about curses. It is most often a curse that is involved in ancestral issues.
Healing
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1796 
March 10, 2013

I have reasons to believe that my family may be suffering under a generational curse, if it is possible that the curse may manifest in marital breakdown or unhappiness, and general conflict or discord within the extended family also.
Although i am certain we love each other and even with the best of intentions, every interaction that we have is fraught with difficulty, tension and usually end in a verbal disagreement that leaves me very distraught. It has been this way for years, although growing up, we were very happy and close to each other, now we cannot get along, and it has become easier that we keep distance altogether. Now our children don't know one another and the next generation will suffer. Looking at my father's family and my mother's, the same is true of all their siblings, some are so estranged that they have not been heard of in over 20 years.
I have prayed for my own release from the sins of my ancestors and I think I can convince my mother to do the same. I would really appreciate knowing if there is some way I can try to save my brother (and his children). I think this may be a special purpose God has for my life. However it will be very difficult as my brother has not yet been able to find faith and seems very confused in that respect. He will however not hear me talk of any of this. How shall I pray for them? Is there anything else I can do? –Ailis 
I apologize for the delay in answering. Since you did not leave your email address to be notified when the question is answered I hope that you see this answer. Situations like this is one of the reasons we ask for email addresses, which are not kept by us after answering the question and never used for any other purpose. It is just to notify the person that their question has been answered.
Anyway, I praise God that our website has been useful to you.

Generational curses do exist. This is when, for whatever reasons, the family appears on Satan's radar. The devil decide to plague generation after generation, or he may skip generations, or bother only certain people within a generation. It all falls into the realm of a generational curse. 
To deal with this, and to break the cycle, each person in the family needs to pray the Renunciation of Generational Sins, and the Breaking of Curses and Spells prayer. Each family member must do this.

Then each family member needs to live the best Christian life possible. If they fail do to this, then all the prayer in the world will not have effect as the devil will use the opportunity of the person's sinful life, and life away from God, to maintain his grip on them.

We cannot do this for other people, we must do this for ourselves. We can save no one else. Each person must make the correct decisions for themselves. Even God will not force them to make correct decision. Each person has free will to make decisions for themselves and God will never intrude upon that free will.

What we can do for other family members is to pray for them to make the right decisions to love God and to get close to him, and to rid themselves of destructive and sinful behaviors. Those prayers may soften the person's resistance to the promptings of the Holy Spirit so that the Holy Spirit may more effectively convince them to make the right choices. But, the Holy Spirit will never force anyone.

In our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below,﻿ there are prayers you can pray for others, including Proxy Prayers of Deliverance with the person himself will not pray such prayers for themselves. But, again, we must realize that these prayers, even Proxy Prayers, will not guarantee that our loved ones will make the right choices.  The best that we can hope for is that our prayers will soften the resistance of our loved ones to the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

It would be advisable for each member of the family to go through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, also linked below.

We need to persevere in our prayers to the day we die. Sometimes our prayers will have an eventual effect on our loved ones, even after our death. We will pray for your family.

Hurts
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1803 
April 4, 2013

I would like to know if I have been hurt is there a process I can use to begin the healing of memories or does the Lord Jesus just heal us because I sometimes find it hard to remember the past as I was hurt from the time I was a child all through my teens and I was converted and I have notice I am very sensitive to all things. –Lisa

I am sorry that you were hurt. God loves you so much. Look to our Lord for healing and grace according to whatever He has for you. He know what you need and when you need it.
There is a "healing of memories" that one can do. There is a brief article by Father John Bartunek entitled, How Do I Deal with Pain from the Past?  His suggestions are about the same as I use in spiritual counseling. 

We also use some of the material from Fr John Hampsch. 

The Healing of Memories most often is associated with a Healing of the Family Tree. Here is material on how to do a geneogram to Heal the Family Tree (zip file).

Fr. Pat Crowley, a colleague of mine in the Association of Christian Therapists has an excellent prayer for the healing of memories.

The long and short of it is to rest in the arms of our Lord. Let the past be in the past and live in the here-and-now. Forgive and get on with your life. Unforgiveness does nothing to the abuser, it only hurts us. What is in the past cannot be changed, but you can change how you respond to the past and what you will do from here on in your life. 

We sometimes get ourselves into thinking errors holding ourselves responsible for the actions of others. Those who have hurt you are responsible for their sins. You are not to blame for their actions.﻿

If our past memories involve sins of our own, remember that when we confess our sins, those sins no longer exist in the universe. God has forgotten those forgiven sins. If God has forgotten our past forgiven sins, who are we to remember them (that is, to continue to fret over them)?

Fretting over the past is actually a form of Pride. We want to be justified or any host of other desires about the past. This is pride because it is about our wants, our desires for justice, justifications, and sometimes even revenge. It is pride because it demands to know why, to understand. Much of the time we will never know why. Evil does not have to have a reason. To demand that we know why and to understand is the pride of intellect. 

We must learn to let go if we desire to be free from the bondage of the past. Our focus must be on humility, forgiveness, living in the here-and-now, getting on with your life, and most importantly, keep in your eyes on Jesus and resting in his arms.

We have pamphlets (all pdf files) to help with pride (also the Litany of Humility), forgiveness, and with Resigning Oneself to Christ (resting in his arms). Healing is not possible unless we do these things.

If necessary, for those who hold strong obsessions or compulsive thoughts about the past, seeking help from a good Christian mental health professional may be needed. In addition, there is medication that can help with obsessive or compulsive thoughts, if needed. We will be praying for you.

Is my family cursed?
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1806 

April 7, 2013

My mum has thought for a while that maybe our family bloodline or someone maybe my grandma put a curse on us. 
My mum told me when she was young at high boarding school. Catholic one. She woke up middle of the night and felt something strangely her on her throat. She prayed to God and it went away.
Her youngest brother it happened to him too when he was young. His life is good now and well off. When my mum wanted to married my dad. My mum's parents did not improved. For an example he was not a loud in the house. When they got married my mum parents didn't went. The priest even told them to go but they didn't. One time they went up to see my mum's parents. My dad take off his ring for reason and left it on the table. They never found it. Till this day they suspect my grandma take it and did something to it. My grandma is heavily Catholic. When I was born that is when my mum's parents accepted my dad. My mum had hard time giving birth to me and my sister. My sister has a heart problem and I have OCD.

I strangle at school at learning and got billed same with my sister. My parents broke up when I was young. Because my dad cheat on my mum. This happened after a little while when his parents died. At the same time my grandad's sister past away. When I was 10 I saw a black shadow figure at my bedroom door at night time. My mum has a job but still struggles with money she had boyfriends in the past but never work out. My grandma one time attack one of them with a Catholic Calendar.

A few years back my mum had the same experience at high school. This was when she was with one of her boyfriends that grandma did not like. Because my grandma has this weird idea in her head that my mum is going to look after her till she dies. Or have my mum all to herself. When my parents were together before me and my sister were born. They had troubles everything went wrong and my dad was talking to a priest at the time and told him. He asked is there anyone you think that might have caused it. My dad say my mum's mum. That she does the Hail Mary well all the time. Then the priest said oh that's witchcraft! Said none thing after that. Which I thought was strange. Hail Mary witchcraft?! I then thought about how those kids meet that angel and told them to say the Hail Mary. I was thinking what if the angel was a demon in disguised? Sounds crazy just a thought.

One last thing which might be caused of it. My dad's mum when she was little her dad found a head skull under the house. And put it in a bag and smashed it! Day's mum and her mum were in the kitchen and saw a shadow figure across the wall. We still don't know why we did that. The previous owner of the house used to go to islands a lot. 
Sorry for it being long winded. But if you could tell us yes or no that would be great. –Jane
Families can be very dysfunctional without the help of the devil. But, there are such things as family curses. What you describe could be a family curse, I do not know.
What you can do is pray the Prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins. Then do the Breaking Personal Curses and Spells. Each member of the family should pray these prayers.﻿﻿﻿ If a whole household is cursed then pray the Breaking Household Curses and Spells﻿.

Other prayers in the catalog, such as the Hedge Prayer of Protection, should be prayed as well.

Praying the Hail Mary is not witchcraft unless one is praying that prayer like magic. No prayer is magic. Otherwise, praying the Hail Mary, the Rosary, etc. properly as a faith devotion is proper and good.

I would also advise that you ask a priest to come and bless the home after you have removed and destroyed any occult-like items that may be found in the house. This includes things like skulls, books, videos, games, or other paranormal or occult items. Then ask a priest to come over and bless the house.

Mr. Lozano’s formula
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1816   

April 21, 2013

Speaking of the previous mentioned book. I have tried his formula for self-deliverance many times and it seems to only turn the heat up on me so to speak. Meaning I forgive in the name of Jesus anyone I can think of that has hurt me, I command in the name of Jesus the demon (by attribute) be gone, and then I ask God the Father to bless me after which I thank Him.
Is God telling me to use a different method perhaps since this only seems to make things worse? I also pray the prayers in your catalogue and sometimes I go in front of the Sacrament to pray. I go to confession every 1-2 weeks. This is mostly for sins of the flesh. -Joseph
It is to be expected for things to get worse before they get better. The devil does not want to let go of you, so when you put the pressure on by deliverance prayers, or any movement in the direction of more intimate relationship with God, the devil will push back harder.
The devil knows that when he pushes back harder that many people will quit their prayers. This is what Satan wants you to do. Do not give him what he wants.

We must persevere through the harassment and never quit. The Bible tells us to resist the devil and he will flee, but the bible does not tell us how quickly he will flee. The devil does not want to flee so he will do anything he can to convince us to stop our prayers and our march toward God. One of the primary ways he tries to do this is to attack us even more and harder.

Once the devil sees that his increased attacks will not work, the attacks will abate in intensity and he will flee, in accord with God's will.
So, do not let the "getting worse" prompt you to stop the prayers and the self-help deliverance process. Keep at it no matter what the devil throws at you. Hang in there.

See our own Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below﻿, for a well-rounded and comprehensive self-help process.

Frs. Fortea and Amorth
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1869   

August 16, 2013

Have you seen this documentary, "Exorcist in the 21st Century?" If so what are your thoughts on the film/special features? It is the only Vatican approved doc on the subject if I'm not mistaken. Also, how do you like Fortea's book, Interview with an Exorcist, and do you know of any more resources from him in English? -Joseph
I just today watch the documentary. It is very good. Fr. Fortea's book is also excellent. I do not know of anything else by Fr. Fortea in English. He does have a website with information but it is password protected and open only to exorcists and deliverance ministers.
I have mixed feelings about this and similar material. Such material is great as textbooks for those in training to do this work, but at the same time the availability of the books and DVDs to the public can cause serious issues. Unfortunately, there are some people who think they can be exorcists or deliverance ministers merely by reading these books or seeing DVDs. No one, but no one, is qualified to do this work merely by reading books and watching DVDs.

The reason the Church has allowed this is that we live in a culture that denies the supernatural, angels, and the devil. It is thought that allowing cameras to come into an actual exorcism (which is normally unheard of), and the publications of books and DVDs like this one, will testify to the world that the devil is real and not a mere symbol. I submit to the wise judgment of my superiors and the Church on this, although I do have mixed feelings about it all being available to the general public.
Is my wife’s family cursed?
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1879   

September 25, 2013

I met my wife in 2004. I was a healthy 24 year old then. Two years into our relationships I developed an autoimmune disorder called inflammatory bowel disease. Since then I have developed an immune disorder on my skin and I have just been diagnosed with hyperthyroidism which could turn out to be cancer. I am no longer healthy. My family and extended family are healthy.
My wife was diagnosed at 30 years old in 2010 with breast cancer and has a double mastectomy. Her sister dies of cystic fibrosis and her younger sister also has cystic fibrosis. In 2007 her younger sister had a lung transplant. The young man who donated his liver (her longtime friend) had complications and lay on his death bed for months. He now is on medication for life has lost a leg. He was healthy before.
Diabetes runs in my wife's family. Almost all her siblings have it. Her mother just had thyroid cancer and had her thyroid removed. My wife's father is 58 and has developed Parkinson’s and is almost completely rigid from it.
My wife's brother's daughter was born with only one chamber in her heart and had to go through multiple operations to help her live.
My daughter has hearing issues and now because my wife is on the drug Tamoxifen we cannot have any more children until 2016 when my wife will be 36 and God knows what complications we could fall into with pregnancy.
It seems the family is riddled with ailments and diseases and misfortunes and anyone who comes into contact with the family ends up having ailments and diseases and misfortunes.
Is this family cursed and if so what can we do? I am at my wits end and in despair with this situation because the only future I see is more sickness for my family. -Adrian
Is there any reason for you to think that a family curse may exit? What I mean is was there any particular incident that you know of that started all this — a family member involved in the occult or playing around with occult things, like a Ouija Board, an acquaintance or neighbor who practice occult who may have a motive of revenge?, etc.
Cystic Fibrosis is a genetic disease, In fact, I am a carrier. Two of the three sons of my Uncle died from it. It is not likely that a genetic disease can be caused by a curse. Complications from donating a liver are not uncommon. Diabetes is also a very common disease. Birth defects, such as having only one chamber in the heart also have definable causes.

The bottom line, all that you list, while tragic and unfortunate all have common natural explanations.

On the other hand, when a family seems to fit the cliché, "If it were not for bad luck I'd have no luck at all," that is not caused by personal behavioral patterns, there is a possibility of a curse, spell, or some sort of sorcery. The victim(s) of the curse can be completely innocent and have done nothing to invite it. The source can be a person seeking revenge that the victim(s) have no knowledge, or the source can be an ancestor who did something to cause a "family curse."

If anyone in the family has been playing around with occult paraphernalia or practices, hanging around people who do, or been living sinful lifestyles, messing with drugs or pornography, or the like, those persons need to stop, repent, and clean up their lives. Regardless of how all this happened, to get out of it begin with cleaning up one's life and renewing one's devotion, prayer, and worship of God, and frequent reception of the Sacraments.
I would suggest that each family member follow the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below, and also pray prayers from our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, also linked below. In the Catalog is a Breaking Curses and Spells prayer. Certainly, pray that prayer. Also the Renunciation of Ancestral Sins, and the Hedge Prayers for Protection, both the personal version and the household version, and the Rebuking Particular Spirits. This last one identifies spirits by their attribute, such as the spirit of lust, anger, greed, suicide, etc. In your case I think we can also include the "spirit behind these misfortunes." Pray any other prayers that are useful to you found in the Catalog.

We will be praying for you and your entire family.

Deliverance from curses from living ancestor
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1886   

October 15, 2013

The reason I am searching for help is the following: intense jealousy and constant curses from my husband's mother- that according to Fr. Amorth is one of the most difficult curses to break (that of blood relatives). Can I break from this curse?
Unfortunately, the cursing person views my husband as her possession and started cursing my infant son the first time she met him during his baptism (she lives in India and we in the US)-my son is still a child but gets a lot of spiritual attacks in the form of jealousy from totally unrelated persons but there is a pattern. This ancestor advised me to not give birth to anymore children (out of jealousy and her possessiveness of my husband). Both my husband and I became infertile (actually lost my second pregnancy in third trimester and infertility and diseases followed this) after my mother in law started cursing our fertility and our only child. I am suffering from sorrow of infertility and from fear of bad things happening to my little family.

For my husband, it is impossible to cut off from his family although our visits are rare. My mother in law is very wealthy and does not need any material help-it is just her selfish and jealous nature. I am aware that her attitude has adversely affected some others too but we are the worst hit because my husband is her youngest son and she is most possessive of.

Please advise me about how to get deliverance from this type of bondage (I know that it is up to God's willingness but He is so infinitely kind). -Amelia
It is going to be difficult if your husband will not distance himself from his abusive mother.
You need to pray for your mother-in-law that her heart will be filled with charity. That is all you can do about her. Continue to pray for her. And, you must forgive her.

As for the curses, we have a Prayer to Break Spells and Curses in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below. Other prayers that would be useful is the Hedge Prayer of Protection of the Household, and any other prayers that you find useful.

Since this is an ongoing problem, I would pray the Breaking Curses prayer and the Hedge Prayer of Protection on a regular basis. It is always useful and prudent to go through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below, to be sure that all "hooks" are out of your life that demons can use as an excuse to stay in your life. These Seven Step includes information about how to forgive.
Healing of Families
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1905   

January 25, 2014
This book came into my life. I've read a little of it ... the author thanks Francis McNutt, whom I only know of from his mention on the Camelot Warfare site, which warns against portions of his material. For this reason I would be grateful for your opinion on Fr. Ssemakula and his book. There isn't much on the web about him. -Mark
I have not read Fr. Ssemakula's book so I cannot comment on it. A "quick" look at his website does not reveal anything problematic. As I also deal with the healing of families and family trees I will purchase the book to see if it is helpful.

As for Mr. MacNutt, he has a lot of good insights and information, but, in my opinion, he is so concerned about ecumenism that sometimes he seems to forget that he is Catholic. He also seems to have some of the Pentecostal contamination in his practice of the Charismatic Renewal — a rather common and unfortunate phenomenon among charismatics.

THE HEALING OF FAMILIES AND FR YOZEFU SSEMAKULA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HEALING_OF_FAMILIES_AND_FR_YOZEFU_SSEMAKULA.doc
Cursed?
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1951   

May 22, 2014
For over 3 years, my entire family have been threw unending misery and suffering, Mother died, uncle died, my little brother and myself wives moved out, laid off work, my Wife now among countless medical problems now has cancer with less than 10 years to live, bank took my house, my brothers, no job for me due to age and over qualification, sister's husband took off, she is losing her house, I have no food or income, my car burned up, all our friends have abandoned us, I have a brain tumor I can't afford treatment.
All this and much more then you can imagine. We are devoted Christians, we pray every day along with the rosary said by each every day.
Why has God abandoned us, why is there only more and more misery every day? I fear sleep and I am terrified what else will happen tomorrow. I now fear just leaving my room. We can't go on like this, I can’t take any more. We have spoken to the church, they say pray, we have over 3 years. I need to know, does God hate my whole family so much. Are there prayers of divine help, where do we turn to now? -Paul
I have moved your question from the Faith and Spirituality to this forum as it relates to spiritual warfare issues.
I am sorry to hear about all these troubles in your family. God has not abandoned you and your family. God never abandons anyone, but God cannot necessarily stop tragedy in our lives. For example, the marriages that have failed has nothing to do with God, but has everything to do with the decisions with the wives and you and your brother. It is your decisions that cause the marital breakups.

God has given each of us Free Will. If God intruded on that Free Will we would no longer be human beings. Without Free Will we would be mere animals incapable of love. Love must be chosen and the ability to choose comes by Free Will. Having Free Will, however, also gives us the ability to make bad decisions. Nearly all of the miseries in our lives are cause either by Free Will decisions we make or that is made by others; that is, we are effected by the decisions of others as well as the decisions we make ourselves.

We have only ourselves to blame when we are miserable by bad decisions we make. Marital breakups are a result of the decisions made by the spouses; no one else can be blamed.

We are also effected by events that are just a part of life, such as natural disasters, illnesses, accidents, etc. This also has nothing to do with God, but are just effects of life.

Unemployment is caused either because we did something to deserve firing or we are laid off for reasons beyond our control. Losing one's job, that is from no fault of our own, is caused either from bad decisions of the employer or from business decisions that required laying people off. Either way, this has nothing to do with God.

As or having no food, this is not true. You can go to food banks, apply for Food Stamps and receive other forms of assistance. Check with you local department of social services and food stamp office.

I am sorry to hear about the brain tumor, but again, you are not prevented from getting treatment. There are cancer centers where people can go who do not have insurance or money. Check with your local hospital about how they can treat you, or where they can refer you.

The bottom line is that none of this is hopeless, none of it shows an abandonment of God. God is there to help you through all this if you let him. He does not abandon you, rather is by your side to help you through the tragedy and misery.

Comfort will come as you resign yourself into God's arms. Instead of despair over all that is happening to you, give it to God and seek to find what God wants to teach you through this suffering. God promises that "all things work together for good to those who love God" (Roman 8:28). God can bring something good out of all this if you let Him. I know that is easier to say than to do, but that is what we must do.

I have been in situations similar to you. I survived through it and learned from it. I thank God that my suffering was not just suffering but was made into something good by God.

God loves you and your family. He is waiting for you to fall into His arms. God loves you so much that He will hold you in His arms and He will help you through this, and He will make something good out of it somehow.

God tells us he will never abandon us and will always love is in Romans 8:35, 37-39

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ...  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. ﻿

This is a promise of God. God does not lie and He always keeps His promises. But, if we reject His grace by not believing God and thinking He is a liar, or by wallowing in our own misery refusing to abandon ourselves into His arms, that is not God's fault; it is our fault. God is there holding His hand out to us. If we do not take His hand we have no one but ourselves to blame. God still loves us, He has not abandon us, but He will not force us against our will to come to Him.

You need to give up your despair and realize that God loves you and has not abandon you. You suffering is a result of your own and other's decisions, or is a result of events that are just a part of life. Let God make sweet lemonade out of these lemons in your life.

Now, with all that said, there is such a thing as a family curse. On this spiritual side, you and your family needs to follow the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance linked below and use the appropriate prayers in our Spiritual Warfare Catalog linked below. One prayer is Breaking Spells and Curses. Pray that prayer, the Hedge Prayers of Protection, and any other prayers you need.

But, these prayers are not magic bullets. It may take time, a lot of time, for any curses to lift. Whether or not any curses are lifted, you must persevere in the faith and lift up you suffering to God. You must abandon yourself to God will no matter what happens.

In the Seven Steps is a link about Abandonment/Resignation to God's will. Read that document and pray the prayers. 

God loves you and is waiting for you to come to Him.

We will be praying for you.
Cursed by my father?
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1964   

July 5, 2014
My father used to use a particular word which means cursed in our native language whenever he was angry with me or my brother. 
My brother has left the church, divorced his wife with an eight year old daughter and is in an illicit relationship with a woman of another religion. 
I am single, was removed from my well-paying job two years ago and am now struggling with a small time job. I have various health issues. My home is threatened by my neighbours who know that I have no family of any kind.
Please advise if all these things are happening due to my father cursing us. -Aquita
While it is not certain it is certainly possible that your father's careless language may have cursed you and your brother.
It is very common for parents to use cursing language carelessly and thoughtlessly. Parents do not realize that while they are unintentionally cursing their children, and think nothing of their careless language, the devil may or may not take notice.

As Father Amorth, former Chief Exorcist of Rome, mentions that sometimes when nothing but bad happens it is possible that a family curse is present. While I cannot tell you if the bad events in your life are being caused by a curse, I would advise, just in case, that you pray the Breaking Personal Curses and Spells prayer found in our Prayer Catalog linked below.

In addition, it is important that you live the best Christian life you know how to live. This is always the first step. Failure to live the good Christian life will only attract demons to come back into your life even if you get rid of them. So, in addition to praying the Breaking Spells and Curses prayer, be sure to live a good Catholic life, going to confession, Sunday Mass, holy days of obligation, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, daily prayers and devotions, etc.

I would also advise that you work through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance linked below.

We will be praying for you.
Generational Healing Mass
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1965   

July 6, 2014

I attended a Eucharistic Generational Healing mass last night. I read that the healing applies to extended family, including by adoption, back ten generations. Do you know if my husband and perhaps his family would be included in my family tree as extended family? I ask because my husband did not attend this mass, but he is suffering greatly, probably due to bipolar disorder, and is currently very far from God. I prayed specifically for him while at the mass, and I am hoping that he may experience some healing as a result. I am so worried about his immortal soul. 
I currently pray the prayers for Deliverance by Proxy, and for A Wayward Spouse for him. Thank you for these wonderful resources. –Monica
A healing of the family tree can include both your family and your husband's family if you ask for healing for both sides of the family. Usually one fills out a chart that will include the names of one's ancestors, and any information they may have about those ancestors. This is called a genogram.
In general, the number of generations will be whatever number of generations that you include in the chart and in your prayers.

The purpose of healing the family tree is to ask God to heal those factors which have been passed on from generation to generation. It does not change the decisions made by ancestors. It is, rather, a more extensive form of Renouncing Ancestral Sins.

Concerning your husband, if he has a psychiatric illness then he may not be culpable for his distance from God. There are prayers in our Prayer Catalog, linked below, that you can pray for him as you are doing. It is best that he pray his own prayer of Renouncement of Ancestral Sins, but if he is not in the psychological state to do so, you can pray on his behalf, such as a Deliverance by Proxy.

The Church teaches that even when we commit a grave sin it may not be counted to us as mortal if we have an impaired ability to choose. The mortal sin requires full and free consent. Anything that impairs that free consent may render the person in what is called diminished capacity. This is similar to a court of law when someone commits murder and is found innocent by reason of insanity.

If a person cannot freely consent, which means consenting without any impairment of psychological or psychiatric conditions which impair that ability, or impairment because of duress or other factors, then that person may be in a state of diminished capacity. We cannot absolutely know that for sure, and thus anytime we commit a grave sin we need to bring it to confession. Psychological or psychiatric conditions may also make is difficult for the person come to confession. This too can be a result of diminished capacity. 

Therefore, you can always have hope that your husband is in the state of diminished capacity and thus is not responsible for his estrangement with God. Have faith to know that God does not arbitrarily allow people to go to hell. The Bible tells us that God does not wish anyone to go to hell. No one trips into hell or goes to hell by mistake. God is a loving and merciful God. He knows our hearts. He knows your husband's heart. He knows if your husband's heart is impaired by psychological or psychiatric issues.
With that perfect knowledge God's judgment will be pure, true, and just. God will not allow him to go to hell if his ability to choose Him is impaired.

Thus, take heart, the psychiatric condition of your husband most likely brings him to a state of diminished capacity. Since only God can know for sure, continue to pray for him. We will be in prayer for your husband and for yourself.

Mothers curse on daughter
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=2016   

January 21, 2015
I am a young lady going through a rough patch in her life.my mother and I had a best friend relationship never saw her as a mother, just saw her as a friend. This type of relationship has sparked problems for me because I shout and get upset like I’m talking to my friend.
Today she cursed me that I would be a failure, I would never get married and that I would suffer in life. It is not her first time to curse me.my concern is I can see that what she said is coming true because I’m now a college dropout. I kept failing when I was in college I decided to drop out.is there any way of breaking/reversing a mothers curse on a daughter. I’m really worried. –Anotida
I am sorry to hear about this. Hopefully you mother will stop this destructive and unloving behavior.
Most curses do not work. In fact, Satan will often boomerang a curse back to the curse-caster. Also, it is common for a person who knows they have been cursed to subconsciously saboteur themselves precisely because they think they have been cursed.

With that said, to break a curse pray the prayer found in our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below, entitled, "Breaking Personal Curses and Spells". Also, be sure to pray for your mother.

Do not worry. God is more powerful than any curse. Have faith in God and not in the curse. We will be praying for you.

Witchcraft curses against my family?
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=2026   

March 15, 2015
My parents came to live with my husband, our kids and me to help care for my mother who had Alzheimer’s disease. I was DESPERATE for my mother to get well. Unfortunately, I met an ex-Catholic turned Orthodox Christian friend who eventually convinced me that Orthodoxy was the path to choose. If that was bad enough, I met an evil Greek Orthodox Priest who was "Satan appearing as an angel of light." He told me that I had to leave my icons in the church for 40 days before bringing them in my home to ensure that if they were cursed, etc. they would be blessed. My Roman Catholic father told me that I was "bringing the devil in our house" when I brought them home. I thought he was just upset that I converted to Orthodoxy. Also, this priest stated that he cannot serve divine liturgy because the demons make him laugh. My intuition was screaming for me to run! However, I come from a generation where we would not dare speak against a priest so I just pitied him. 
As time went on, everyone who was close or a spiritual child of his committed suicide, got divorced, had mysterious illnesses or died. My father had a massive stroke after my mother died and was paralyzed on one side. I begged this priest to come and pray for my dad. The next day my father walked with a walker.
The day after he was released from the hospital, he came home and collapsed. It was all downhill for dad from there. On top of being paralyzed, he was then diagnosed with diabetes and cancer. The last time that this priest prayed for my dad, he got worse and shortly thereafter I never heard from him again. 
One day my father who was totally sane, told me that a demon was appearing to him every night around 3:00 am and threatening to kill him. I waited that same night for it to cast it out. It appeared and paralyzed my vocal chords. But with all my might I whispered Jesus and it left. The demon continued to appear in his room, hospital or rehab. A few months before my dad died, the demon told him that he was coming for my dad soon. 
At the same time, I felt that Orthodoxy was a farce and started to go back to the protestant religions including the health and wealth gospel. My mother was Lutheran which opened the door to other protestant sects. 
I had a home aide and one day after she had quit I found bugs mixed with yellow powder in a tea cup from my dad. Voodoo? I threw out or gave away every Orthodox and Catholic item because I believed that God was angry with me for idolatry. 
This curse has affected my children with attacks on their grades. They are smart and usually get excellent grades. My oldest child is being bullied. I had a dream about two years ago, that one of my kids was buried in the ground up to her neck and could barely move it. There was a mother from the Orthodox elementary school staring at her. 
I recently came back to the Catholic Church. Some things are getting better. Is someone doing witchcraft against us? Please give me advice on all of this. -Ioanna
Welcome back to the Church Jesus personally founded.
I am sorry to hear that all this is happening to your family. It is possible that a curse was cast against your family. There are several things you need to do:
1) Follow the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below, to ensure that any demons attach to you are removed.

2) Pray the following prayers from our Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, also linked below:

a) Hedge Prayer of Protection for the Household
b) Breaking Household Curses and Spells
c) Prayer for our Children
d) Resisting Satan’s Attack Against Our Household
e) Rebuking Particular Spirits Affecting the Household 

Begin with this. See if there is any improvement over the next couple of months. If not you may wish to have a consultation with me on the phone. To make that appointment go to our Appointment Calendar. We will be praying for you.

Cursing
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=2029   

April 4, 2015
There has been a lot of friction in my family my parents divorced I didn't see my dad for 7 years; he stays with my aunt and uncle. Now sadly my dad and aunt and uncle we believe do evil against us my mom, my sister and myself we have been oppressed for about 8 years spiritually, about 2 years ago my sister and me started seeing our dad again in an effort to forgive and things have been good he gives us money, I've been concerned that because he's with my aunt and uncle that they curse the money. I normally use the money to buy things. I've noticed I get terrible headaches when I use the money and it feels heavy. I guess that's how I can explain it and I feel the oppression has become worse. I also feel bad if I use the money because if it’s cursed. I don't want to use it and give it to other people so I don't really know what to do, I've explained my situation before here, about priests in our church not wanting to help us after they performed on exorcism in the house and you told me to make an appointment but we live In south Africa so I don't know if it’s possible. -Jack
With the consideration of the time zones, we do counsel people in South Africa. You can make an appointment on our Appointment Calendar for 3:30pm (my time), which is 10:30pm your time. If that is too late for you, go ahead and make the 3:30pm appointment and then we can re-arrange things to make the appointment a couple of hours earlier for you.
Concerning the problem you describe, I would advise that you go through our Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below.

In addition, I advise the following prayers:

Prayer of Renunciation of Ancestral Sins
Hedge Prayer for Protection of Self
Breaking Personal Curses and Spells﻿﻿
As for the money, bless the money with Holy Water saying:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son +, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Father in heaven, I bless this money with Holy Water +, and ask that you give a special blessing to this money that it will be used for your purposes, and that it will be free from all curses and spells and demonic attachments so that all who use it may be blessed. Amen.

Curses and effects
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=2066   

November 17, 2015

I would be most appreciative of your opinion on the findings of Derek Prince as detailed in his article on curses? http://www.derekprince.org/publisher/article.aspx?id=1000085371 
Seems like the curses have manifested in my life consistently over the past 12 years ... if not more, in the following forms detailed by Derek Prince, except for no. 3, sickness.
1) Humiliation
2) Failure to reproduce or barrenness. I would say basically barrenness is nearly always in some way associated with a curse.
3) Sickness of every kind. And if you read Deuteronomy 28, I mean, there is no sickness that is left out by the time you’ve come to that list.
4) Poverty or failure.
5) Defeat.
6) You’re the tail and not the head.
7) You’re beneath, not above.
Furthermore his following observation is accurately describes the story of my life.
"You could say a curse is like a long evil arm from the past. And you don’t know how far back. It’s stretched out and every time you’re just about to succeed or get to where you want to be, this evil arm trips you up and you have to get up and start again. You get so far and you’re tripped up again. And that really becomes the story of your life."
The financial insufficiency and the breakdown in family are the most prominent for me. And this has finally led me to believe that I must carry a curse... am I mistaken? -Sonny
Derek Prince was a Pentecostal. As such a Catholic should not read his books and materials since the theology and praxeology of this thinking will not always be consistent with the Catholic Church. It is best to stay with Catholic writers who have knowledge and experience with spiritual warfare.
With that said, the list of possible curses listed by Prince are accurate.

Fr. Amorth, the former chief exorcist for Rome talks about individual and family curses. To put it simply, if one can say, "If it weren't for bad luck I'd have no luck at all," then one may be under a curse.

Before assuming a curse, however, you need to examine yourself to determine if any of this "bad luck" is caused from behavioral programs, bad habits, bad decisions, or self-fulfilling prophecies. Much of the chronic trials of our lives are cause by these things, often passed on from parents and family by modeling these dysfunctional behaviors to their children. 

After making that self-analysis, given your description you may indeed be under a curse.

To fight against this you need to do the following:

1) Go through the Seven Steps to Self-Deliverance, linked below

2) Renew your baptismal promises daily

3) Pray the "Renouncing Ancestral Sin" prayer

4) Pray the Hedge Prayer of Protection regularly

5) Pray the Breaking Curses and Spells regularly

6) Pray the Prayer for the Filling of the Spirit daily

7) Pray the Prayer to put on the Armor of God daily

The prayers are all found in the Spiritual Warfare Prayer Catalog, linked below.

If following these steps do not find you relief, then you can make an appointment for a Personal Consultation, linked below.

We are praying for you.
Prayers to break Freemasonic curses
http://www.oswc.org/stmike/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=2211   

June 24, 2017
I was aware that my wife's grandfather was a Freemason and we were aware of several curses that can be passed down generationally especially pertaining to health and fertility. I have recently become aware that my own great-grandfather was a Freemason. Through some research I have come upon several good resources from Fr. Chad Ripperger FSSP on the topic of generational spirits and we have become quite serious about breaking these curses.
I am planning on having a competent clerical authority perform some exorcisms if faculties can be obtained (if required) but as the Father of my family, having the authority as such in the natural order, I wanted to say some prayers renouncing the curses of Freemasonry for my family but the resources I have found have largely been protestant. I am a bit uncomfortable using these prayers without knowing they have been approved for use by competent Church authority. Can you provide me with some approved Catholic material to use on my own? -Joel
For the most part the Church does not officially approved specific prayers. There are books of prayer that do have imprimaturs, however.
I would advise two prayers from our Prayer Catalog to deal with curses and any generational demons:

Breaking Household Curses and Spells (you can include specific curses from Freemasonry)

Prayer Of Renunciation Of Ancestral Sins﻿﻿ (every generation ought to pray this one)

...plus any other prayer in our Catalog that is useful.

As the father and paterfamilias of your household, you can say these prayers with the authority due to a paterfamilias.﻿

The prayers above contain simple exorcism language, if that is what you mean by exorcisms.

We will be praying for you and your family, too.
See SPIRITUAL WARFARE-BRO IGNATIUS MARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRITUAL_WARFARE-BRO_IGNATIUS_MARY.doc
*
From discussions on Konkani Catholics.com: 
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/10064 
KERALA: PROMINENT CHARISMATIC PREACHER LEAVES CHURCH

February 23, 2008
A prominent lay evangelist involved in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal has left the Catholic Church reports The Global Messenger.

In an interview granted to The Global Messenger, Devasia Mullakkara who received his initial conversion experience at a Charismatic Retreat said he no longer believed in the Mass and the Sacraments.

"The Holy Mass is the trap by which Priests holds millions of people in the Catholic Church," the Kerala-based preacher told in the interview. "When I realized this truth, I decided that I will never turn back a step."
Mullakkara who received a second baptism two and a half years ago at the hands of Christian evangelist Dr. DGS Dinakaran, now goes about preaching against what he calls the "traditionalist fallacy of the Catholic Church".

Through his preaching and TV appearances, Mullakkara claims to have been able to influence "a million people from Catholic and Orthodox churches" whom he hopes he will be able to baptize into the "Athmabhishekam church" to be started by him.

Outside his native Kannur, he directs all those who realize the "fallacy behind the Mass and Marian Devotion" to be baptized in Pentecostal churches.

"I conducted Bible class in Qatar, Kuwait and Bahrain. Nearly hundred people came forward to get baptized. What I had told them that time was to get baptized from their favourite Pentecostal Pastor" the preacher said.

From within the Catholic Church, Mullakkara claims the support of Archbishop George Valiamattam of Thalassery because "he is not a person interested in Mary, and the services of the Saints." He also says that over 30% of the priests in the diocese "call me and appreciate me having heard my preaching on TV."

The Bible-based preacher also makes some very startling claims concerning the future of his church.

"I believe that more than one Bishop will get baptized before 2010" the preacher openly stated in the interview. "In addition, close to hundred Priests may be ready to receive baptism," he predicted.

Devasia claims to be in continuous correspondence with more than eight Indian bishops even after having left the Catholic Church. He did not state whether the Bishops he was corresponding with supported him.
***

KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1384 dated 23 February, 2008

BANGALORE: One Day Retreat on March 15

Spirit in Jesus Ministries will conduct 1 day Retreat in English. PREACHER: BR. TOM ZACHARIAH
Message no. 7b. From: Austine J. Crasta <jesuvera@gmail.com> To: KonkaniCatholics@yahoogroups.com
Dear Charan and all,
This is the second shocker I'm receiving this week. And I'm using some of my lunch time to send out this urgent piece of information to inform all concerned.
As much as I hate to speak against anyone, I must still mention for the sake of the truth and for the good of souls that TOM ZACHARIAH's "SPIRIT IN JESUS" ministry, the teachings of which ARE NOT IN LINE WITH SOUND CATHOLIC TEACHING and that most Bishops of Kerala have CAUTIONED against his activities.

Because Tom Zachariah promotes a strong devotion to Mary and the Holy Rosary, many have mistaken him to be delivering Catholic teaching. In fact the opposite is true!

HERE'S WHAT YOU NEED TO BE WARNED ABOUT:

- "Spirit in Jesus" ministries is about "preaching the Gospel to the living and the dead" (?) which means their teachings and activity frequently show an occultic character.

- They strongly believe/promote something known as "inter-generational healing", in the sense that a person suffers for the sin of his ancestors and/or is due to the influence of the departed souls. This attribution of family problems to the sins of ancestors is NOT EVEN REMOTELY A CATHOLIC TEACHING.
- They promote the idea of "deliverance ministry" involving lay people. In fact, they even claim that "the power given to an ordinary believer is more than that of a Priest in this type of service". THIS IDEA OF "DELIVERANCE MINISTRY" FLATLY CONTRADICTS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH'S DISCIPLINE!

- They even claim that persons are possessed by the spirits in Purgatory and attempt to "preach" the Gospel to these spirits and even perform an exorcism on them!

- In their magazine they also believe that Mary brings souls of the dead of different countries to their retreat for deliverance.

I know that there is a priest with this group but all the same that DOESN'T GIVE THEM A GOOD STANDING IN THE CHURCH AT ALL. Certainly not with this kind of a false teaching!

Therefore be absolutely sure to stay clear of them.

I request all our members posting information about upcoming retreats/programmes to make sure of two things:

1. That the preacher/ministry is Catholic and in good standing with the Church.

2. That they are preaching/promoting sound Catholic doctrine in total fidelity to the Church's teaching.

In this case I could intervene because I happened to know about the "ministry" in question. But in general, I would request our members to be more discerning concerning spiritual matters.

Austine Crasta, Moderator
KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1385 dated 24 February, 2008

Message 1a. Posted by: "Derrick D'Costa" Sat Feb 23, 2008 6:11 am (PST) 

Dear Austine
Thanks for this. This freedom from generational curses is really an attack against the very sacrament of Baptism in my opinion, as either we believe that Baptism, (my son will have his Baptism this Thursday (28th Feb) no celebrations as related celebration expenses are to be donated) frees us from original sin and makes us children of God or not. Austine whenever you have time please give some apologetic material on this heresy, it is getting widespread, and as you are aware its consequences are tragic in terms of loss of souls.

To raise your confidence in the sacrament of baptism, Fr Muller explains in his book "This, then, is the meaning of original sin in us: it is, that we, being-born of that forefather, are born disinherited of these three perfections which we lost in him by disobedience. We are born into this world without the spirit of God; we receive it in our baptism, which is our second birth. By our first birth, all that which is born of the flesh is flesh." We have the three "wounds," as they are called, of Adam: ignorance in the intellect, weakness in the will, and turbulence in the passions. This is the state in which we are born into this world, and therefore we are spiritually dead before God."
Also, "The sacrament of baptism remits original sin, and also all actual sins committed before the reception of this sacrament; and that so effectually, that adults, who receive it with the requisite dispositions, are forgiven not only the sins committed, but also all temporal punishment due to them."
Finally the catholic catechism which we are bound to believe says this:
"1263 BY BAPTISM ALL SINS ARE FORGIVEN, ORIGINAL SIN AND ALL PERSONAL SINS, AS WELL AS ALL PUNISHMENT FOR SIN. In those who have been reborn nothing remains that would impede their entry into the Kingdom of God, neither Adam's sin, nor personal sin, nor the consequences of sin, the gravest of which is separation from God. 
1264 Yet certain temporal consequences of sin remain in the baptized, such as suffering, illness, death, and such frailties inherent in life as weaknesses of character, and so on, as well as an inclination to sin that Tradition calls concupiscence, or metaphorically, "the tinder for sin" (fomes peccati); since concupiscence "is left for us to wrestle with, it cannot harm those who do not consent but manfully resist it by the grace of Jesus Christ."66 Indeed, "an athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.""
So there remain no curses on God’s children, but we are born anew as in the beautiful words of ascetic literature "Children of predilection". Now, we are permitted to continue to pray for relief from the temporal consequences of sin and so the Church prays publicly in the “Litany of the Saints”, THIS IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH the above heresy, but in these words used as an antiphon as a form of public penance “Ant. REMEMBER NOT, LORD, OUR OFFENSES, NOR THE OFFENSES OF OUR FOREFATHERS, NOR TAKE THOU VENGEANCE UPON THEM.”

The above public penance is I feel used because at times our ancestors’ sins hurt the community, and nations itself which are impossible to baptise. Baptism then is the infallible remedy for all sin and no generational sin remains to be forgiven.
-Derrick  

Message 1b. Posted by: "Mahesh H. Lobo" Sat Feb 23, 2008 8:35 pm (PST) 

Thank you Austine for this timely correct information! It looks like the "last days" are around. Many will come in the name of Jesus and will misguide even those who think are firm in faith! Hasn't this been foretold by Jesus Himself! The spirit of deception can take any form to mislead God's faithful. That's why Jesus has told us: "Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves". By their fruits, we will know what kind of tree it is and where its roots are! 
It is therefore important for any one of us to check the credentials of these preachers who are constantly on the move deceiving people. We need also alert one another so that our brothers and sisters are not misleading by these deceptive spirits who freely move about. -Mahesh H. Lobo

Query on Inter-Generational Healing 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/10080
KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1386 dated 25 February, 2008

Message 2a. Query on Inter-Generational Healing 
Posted by: "Edwin Coutinho" konkanicatholics@gmail.com Sun Feb 24, 2008 4:54 am (PST) 

Hi Austine I found your explanation to the above issue very helpful. 
However, there is one small query I have. This is regarding your comment - They strongly believe/promote something known as "inter-generational healing", in the sense that a person suffers for the sin of his ancestors and/or is due to the influence of the departed souls. This attribution of family problems to the sins of ancestors is NOT EVEN REMOTELY A CATHOLIC TEACHING. 
I have attended quite a few retreats in Mumbai, Tabor Ashram etc. and often prayers are held for deliverance from the sins and curses of the ancestors. I guess the fact is based on the Biblical scripture where God says "You shall not worship them or serve them; because I, the Lord your God, am a possessive God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me" (Exodus 20:5)
Now that you mention this is not a Catholic Teaching, this has confused me a bit since it does seem to have a Biblical foundation. 
Could you please throw some light on this aspect whenever you have the time as I have seen quite a few cases where children have suffered the same problems which their parents have inflicted on others. Hence my belief in this thought.
-Edwin

2b. Dear Edwin,
Your query is not out of place at all. In fact I myself have heard Exodus 20:5 quoted in many places to speak of the punishment due to the sins of one's forefathers. This is not true.
And so what I'm going to do here is to take a hard look at that verse for you. Understandably, this may turn out to be a long post but considering the importance of the topic, I'm undertaking to explain this to you [and to many others who are reading] as fully and simply as I can.

To begin with, I must point out that the Church from its earliest times NEVER EVER TAUGHT that a person is punished for the sin of his forefathers. Therefore such a theory certainly doesn't have any Catholic background whatsoever. [A bit of homework here: Find out where it comes from.]
The thing that comes to closest to it is the Church's teaching on Original Sin. Original sin [unlike personal (or actual) sin which is committed by individuals] is the sin committed by Adam and which is transmitted to the whole human race descended through him. As far as his descendants are concerned, they "contract" (not "commit") original sin whereas for Adam it was a personal sin. Therefore though Original sin brings us "death of soul", it is a "sin" in us only in an analogical sense, and is therefore to be understood as a state, not as an act. On the other hand a personal sin or its punishment is not transmitted from forefathers to succeeding generations. Just as the sin is personal, so is its punishment.
What then does that passage mean which says that God will visit the iniquity of the Fathers on the Children down to the third or fourth generation? (Ex 20:5, Ex 34:7, Dt.5:9]
First of all we observe from the immediate context of the first commandment that the verses very strongly bring out the "jealousy" of God who tolerates no rivals. There is a reference to the deliverance from Egypt, "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land Egypt, out of the house of bondage." (Ex. 20:2. cf. Dt. 5:9)
Therefore we observe with St. John Chrysostom that "the assertion is not universal, but that it is spoken with reference to certain who came out of Egypt. And its meaning is like this: 'Since these who have come out of Egypt, after signs and wonders, have become worse than their forefathers who saw none of these things, they shall suffer,' it says, 'the same that those others suffered, since they have dared the same crimes.'"
Later in Dt. 7:1-5 you will note the severity of the ban (Hebrew: "herem", the highest form of censure in the Jewish community), where God orders them to destroy the nations in the land of Canaan, without mercy. Why? Because
1. God wants them to be free of the temptation - which later experience showed was fatal - of joining in the idolatrous worship of those nations, and
2. So that they know that God is the supreme Lord of life. If He wills to end the lives of any persons, that is His right. All life belongs to him.
At this point you may want to recall Genesis 15:16 where God promised to give them the land, but not until after the fourth generation.
Secondly, in Exodus 20:5, the sins of fathers may be said to affect children in two ways: 
1. Children may inherit certain warped tendencies through poor somatic resonance. What does this mean? 
Being made of matter and spirit, body and soul in man are so closely joined as to make one person. The result is that if we have a condition on one of the two sides, then for normal running - not for mere survival - there is need of a parallel condition on the other side, which condition is called a resonance. When this resonance falls on the bodily side, which is most common, we speak of somatic resonance. For example, if a man is in deep black depression, then the unfortunate biochemistry of this affliction may interfere with the biochemistry that should be the somatic resonance to faith. Then the sufferer will think he has lost or is losing faith. The reason is that the disturbance of the biochemical resonance makes it almost impossible for faith to function, though it does not expel faith. That is what is meant by poor somatic resonance.
2. Children living with bad parents have a tendency to imitate what they have seen at home. It is in this sense that St. Thomas Aquinas explains this verse:
"The sins of the fathers are said to be punished in their children, because the latter are all the more prone to sin by being brought up amid their parents' crimes, both by becoming accustomed to them, and by imitating their parents' example, conforming to their authority as it were. Moreover they deserve heavier punishment if, seeing the punishment of their parents, they fail to mend their ways. The text adds, 'to the third and fourth generation,' because men generally live long enough to see the third and fourth generation, so that both the children can witness their parents' sins so as to imitate them, and the parents can see their children's punishments so as to grieve for them." [S. Th. II-I, 87, 8]
As evident from the explanations given, neither of these can be strictly interpreted to mean punishment since God does not positively inflict it upon children for the sins of their parents. Yet the effect is apt to happen in other ways.
However by the time of the Babylonian exile (6th C. BC) one could hear in Israel the murmurs of the people attributing their fate to the sin of their ancestors. But God rejects this: "What do you mean by repeating this proverb, 'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on the edge'? As I live, says the Lord, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel." (Ezekiel 18:2)
Jesus definitively did away with this kind of thinking when he answered the question concerning the man born blind, "who sinned, this man or his parents". The answer was neither. It must be observed here that in the case of a man BORN blind, it was impossible to attribute his sickness to a personal sin since his sickness existed even at the moment of birth and it was not possible that he sinned before birth. The sin of his parents remained the only other possible cause for the Jewish mindset. But Jesus ruled that out thus bringing to pass the prophecy of Jeremiah, "In those days they shall no longer say: 'The Fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'" (Jeremiah 31:29).
Therefore Augustine in his letter to Avitus says that children are never inflicted with spiritual punishment on account of their parents’ sin, unless they too were partners in their parents act or imitated their wrongs.
St. Thomas Aquinas is even clearer when he says, "it is impossible for the sins of the nearer ancestors, or even any other but the first sin of our first parent to be transmitted by way of origin." [S. Th. II-I, 81, 2]
The soul of the son is not "produced" by the parents and hence not the father's property. Instead, created immediately by God (CCC 366) the soul belongs to God: "Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine." (Ezekiel 18:4)

And therefore we come to the bottom line of this discussion: "the son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself." (Ezekiel 18:20)
Have I made things clear? Austine. Mangalore
2c. THANK YOU AUSTIN THIS ANSWER HAS INDEED CLEARED THE DOUBT I HAD IN MY MIND 
IN CHRIST WITH U ALL -ANIL
2d. Dear Austine and Edwin
My personal view is that this is shifting responsibility for the negatives in our lives, and primarily for that reason, wrong. 
We must take responsibility for our own sanctification. This duty cannot be abdicated or shifted.
We have got only our soul, and if that be lost all is lost. This lent we must focus on our sanctification by labour, penance and conversion of heart. The Korean bishops had issued a pastoral directive against this matter last year. (Attached below)
-Derrick

KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1387 dated 26 February, 2008
3a. Dear Austine,
Thanks a lot for this reply, I always knew that but a lot of people from our group used to keep saying and believing in all this, could forward it to them.
Dear Austin want to thank you and this forum for all that you do, for every article that teaches us so much. I have grown a lot especially in my Catechesis, I have met wonderful people of God through this forum and God has used you, Rupert, Fr. Vincent Barboza, Fr. Jude Vaz, Michael Prabhu etc. into my life that has really helped me Grow. May you be Blessed more and more and May this Forum lead many to know the TRUTH especially about our Catholic Faith.
-Sunita Mascarenhas
3b. Dear Austine and others 
These are just quick personal reflections having gone through the mails.
At the time of Jesus, the Jews were under tremendous pressure following the Jewish Laws and rituals. Every action was almost directed as to what is permitted and what is not. How much one can walk on a Sabbath day, how much one can carry, etc. The life of the ordinary Jews was really heavily laden. We could see Jesus reaction to this when the Pharisees complained against the apostles who had plucked a few grains and eaten as they cut across a field on a Sabbath day. As for these Pharisees the action of the apostles was equivalent to a harvest: reaping, cleaning and pounding - which were forbidden on a Sabbath day. Jesus stated in no uncertain way: Sabbath is made for man (woman) and not man (woman) for Sabbath!
Despite the Scripture being straight and clear, there are tendencies to build up bondages. Is there confusion between creating bondages and bearing the consequences of sins? The consequences of sin are pretty clear. If parents have sinned - the children may have to become victim of those consequences. If the parents were not truthful and faithful to each other in obeying God's command and went against their marital commitment, thus one of the spouse incurred HIV AIDS, the child borne to this couple has to bear the consequence of its parents' mistakes (sins) and this could be applied to many other areas too. 
Secondly there are those traits and characteristics that are genetically and biologically handed down - children inherit from their parents. 
Further there are social consequences of sin. It is true that sin is personal but has social consequences. The social consequences (fruits) of such sin are definitely borne by other family members / children. 
But I am not held responsible for my father's sins. Jesus has freed us, liberated us and has made us children of God. Are some trying to interpret the Biblical texts as the Pharisees did and are trying to lay heavy burden on the believers? -Mahesh H. Lobo

3c. Dear Derrick, Sunita, Mahesh and all,
The biggest problem with the whole idea of 'Inter-Generational Healing' is that there are almost as many opinions of what it is supposed to be as there are promoters of the idea.
I have absolutely nothing against healing Catholic Masses - which heal people of many things - both physical and spiritual. What I have something against is the very questionable theology being presented to faithful Catholics as though this was the teaching of the Catholic Church.
The one point of the alleged 'Inter-Generational Healing' which is NOT reconcilable with the teachings of the Catholic Church is the idea that the sins of the parents, grandparents, etc., that the punishment for them falls upon their heirs. That is FALSE DOCTRINE. Every promoter of generational healing I have personally heard has violated the teaching of the Church on this point. Probably not of them say this. But all the ones I have personally heard did violate Catholic teaching on this point.
In the case of a child born with HIV/AIDS and such conditions, it must be pointed out that, THAT IS NOT A SPIRITUAL PROBLEM. THAT IS A PHYSICAL PROBLEM. MOREOVER IT IS NOT BROUGHT ON DIRECTLY ON ACCOUNT OF SOME ANCESTORAL SINS EVEN THOUGH it MAY involve a sinful act. 
As for example in the case of a marriage in which the infected parent may not have contracted the disease because of a sinful act (extra-marital sexual relationship). Yet he/she can both suffer and transmit this disease. On the other hand, uninfected partners living in an adulterous relationship do not transmit this disease even though they may be engaging in a sinful union. Such condition then is purely physical and in NO WAY 'BINDS' THE PERSON TO THE SINS OF HIS/HER ANCESTORS. 
AND HAVING A MASS SAID FOR SOME ANCESTOR IS NOT NECESSARILY GOING TO CURE THIS CONDITION EITHER.
Someone teaching that all these illnesses and weaknesses come from the sins of one's ancestors is commonplace amongst people who work in 'deliverance ministry'. I'm not saying it is universal. What I'm saying is it IS common. 
Praying for the release of ancestral curses, demonic curses as it relates to ancestors IS NOT FOUND ANYWHERE IN THE WRITINGS OF THE CHURCH FATHERS, OR IN ANY MAGISTERIAL DOCUMENTS OF ANY CHURCH COUNCIL, OR IN ANY PAPAL ENCYCLICAL. Such things cannot be found in any teaching document of the Church.
-Austine Crasta
3d. Dear Austine
it is very nice that you have rightly explained to our people the difference between Original Sin and "Inter-Generational sin" how to face this.
My reflection about the difficulty among our Catholics and believers is because of the strong influence of 'BHAGYA OR FATE' this concept is carried on by the interaction of our Catholics with their neighbours who are unbelievers. Often we hear them say 'HAMARE BAAPDADAVON KE PAAP KA FAL HAI YAHA' [Kannada: IDU NAMMA THAI THANDEYAVARA PAAPADA FALA']
first and foremost one has to do away with this attitude. Trust in the Lord who has given us the faith not as our right but as a pure gift. Once we know that God has given us this faith purely as a gift not because of any of our merit but purely because of his good will and bounty. Often this truth is not brought home to our people.
Let us all remember God loves us and he will save us that is why he sent his only son to our world to be our redeemer. Let lent be a time for repentance of our sins and reconciliation. Once we know of our personal sins and we have rightly said Lord I am sorry and I will not commit these sins once again he will at the same time forgives us. Only we must confess them to the rightful person of a competent priest. -Fr. Juze Vaz SVD
KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1388 dated 27 February, 2008
3a. Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ
Since this topic was on "Inter-Generational sin", I am putting my two bits, reflecting on relevant scripture which pertains to events that happened during the Exodus.
It begins with Exodus, and is oft repeated in Scripture, that children will pay for the iniquities of their parents. And then in Ezekiel we find (Ezekiel 18:4) For all people are mine to judge-both parents and children alike. And this is my rule: The person who sins will be the one who dies.
However, let's check out The Exodus itself.
We are all familiar that Israel wandered in the desert for 40 years, but many of us miss out on the fact that they had actually reached the Promised Land within two years, for as Deuteronomy states (Deut. 2) 14 So thirty-eight years passed from the time we first arrived at Kadesh-barnea until we finally crossed Zered Brook! For the Lord had vowed that this could not happen until all the men old enough to fight in battle had died in the wilderness. 
When Moses sent out the men to scout/explore the land, from the Twelve that went only two gave positive reports - but the other Ten discouraged the people (Numbers 32) 8 This is what your ancestors did when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to explore the land. 9After they went up to the valley of Eshcol and scouted the land, they discouraged the people of Israel from entering the land the Lord was giving them. 10Then the Lord was furious with them, and he vowed, 11 Of all those I rescued from Egypt, no one who is twenty years old or older will ever see the land I solemnly promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for they have not obeyed me completely.
There we are, the people had sinned against God, and God punished only those who were accountable (20 years old and older), with death in the desert, and only those who were below 20 years along with Joshua & Caleb two of the twelve scouts who had encouraged the people to do as God was telling them, put their foot into the promised land.
-Salvador Fernandes 
3b. Dear all, 
My point of view. If we tend to believe in Inter-Generational Healing, then we are rejecting the Catholic teachings regarding the Sacraments of Baptism and Confession.
The Sacrament of Baptism wipes away our Original sin. If we had inherited our ancestors’ sins, the Sacrament of Baptism would have mentioned about washing away of our ancestors sins as well (but it doesn’t). Catholic doctrine also teaches us that until such time as the infant has reached the age of reason (8), he/she is a new creation and in an immaculate state. Should he/she die before reaching the age of reason, he/she would immediately go to Heaven because of the immaculate state. If we were to hold these little ones responsible for their parents’ sins then in no way these little ones can reach heaven.... same is true of a 2 or a 3 year old dying.
To accept "Generational Healing" as being truthful, amounts to claiming that a man does not enjoy a free will. It shows that he is not responsible for the sins he commits... because he has inherited the sins/curses etc. from his ancestors and as such cannot be held accountable for the actions of his sinful nature. 
Since he can no longer be responsible for his sins because of the generational possessions, then he no longer needs the Sacrament of Confession. In order for one to be guilty of a sin, he must have the free will to do evil.
Also, another point worth looking at... if God could love us so much that He sent His only son - Jesus to die for each one of us so that we are saved. Do you think that same God is going to hold us responsible for the sins of our ancestors? -Jennifer D'Souza
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/10421 
ARCHBISHOP EXCOMMUNICATES HEALER-PREACHER FOR ANTI-CATHOLIC TEACHING

By George Kommattathil, Kozhikode, March 17, 2008

An Oriental-rite Catholic archbishop has excommunicated a lay retreat leader who preached against Catholic teachings, but some say the Church should have explored other options.

Archbishop George Valiamattam of Tellicherry told UCA News he expelled Devasia Mullakkara from the Church for being unwilling to correct his anti-Catholic teaching.

The prelate formally announced the excommunication three days afterward, through a March 3 circular read in all parishes of his archdiocese. The circular advises Catholics to ignore Mullakkara's publications and not to cooperate with him or listen to his preaching.

It asserts Mullakkara publicly denies Christ's presence in the Eucharist, prayers for the dead, Church laws, papal supremacy and devotion to saints. "We had sent him show cause notice thrice, but he did not reply," the circular points out, saying the archbishop decided to expel the lay preacher under canon 1436 of the Oriental Code of Canon Law.

That canon empowers a bishop to punish a Catholic with "a major excommunication" if that person calls the Catholic faith into doubt and does not retract even after warnings.

Mullakkara, 58, lives in Cherupuzha, a village in Kerala state's Kannur district, 2,350 kilometers south of New Delhi. He has been preaching for 15 years but got into trouble with the Church nearly a decade ago after some Catholics complained that he spoke against the faith. Tellicherry archdiocese set up a commission that in 2000 suggested the archbishop ask Mullakkara to learn Catholic teachings properly before preaching.
Instead of heeding the prelate, Mullakkara strengthened his ministry through magazines, television programs and conventions in various parts of India.

The excommunicated layman told UCA News he is not "very sad" about his expulsion. "I have not done anything against Christ. Allegations against me are that I have preached against the Church. Fortunately, no one said that I have talked anything against Christ," he said.

Mullakkara explained he could not respond to the archbishop due to being "very busy with preaching." He acknowledged he has decided to take "a different path," since he could not go along with the Catholic Church. He has started Athmabhishekam Church (Church of self-anointing) as an independent Pentecostal community. The Indian Pentecostal Church of God has supported him and Reverend V.T. Abraham, general secretary of the South Indian Assemblies of God Church, ordained him a pastor.

Mullakkara said he would plan his next step after all Athmabhishekam members learn the Bible by 2012. His community is based in Pulingom, near his native village, and has offices in four places in Kerala and Mumbai, western India. He claimed he baptized 608 people in February, and that 5,000 people attended his Feb. 26-28 convention in Kozhikode (formerly Calicut), 120 kilometers south of Kannur.

However, the preacher has little impact in his native village, according to Father Francis Rathapally, the parish priest. Mullakkara's wife is "a staunch Catholic," the 37-year-old priest told UCA News.

The excommunication evoked mixed responses in Kerala.

Renny Njarakulam, 39, who edits the youth magazine Kairos, agreed with the Church decision. The Catholic journalist told UCA News the Church had given Mullakkara "enough time to correct" his teaching, which created "a lot of misunderstanding" among Catholics.

Thomas Devaprasad, another journalist and a lay preacher, said expelling someone from the Church is "very painful," and he wants Catholics to fast and pray for Mullakkara's return. "It would have been better if the Church kept him," he said. The Church, he added, should encourage laypeople to evangelize "but at the same time" retain "the right to keep them on track."

Mullakkara's elder brother is a priest. Father John Mullakkara, 63, acknowledged his brother has deviated from Church teaching. The priest told UCA News, however, that the Church should have only banned him from preaching.

"Excommunication is the final step," he said, adding that the Church should have gone to his brother when he failed to answer the archbishop's letters. "I expect and pray that my brother will come back to the mother Church one day," the priest added.
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/19311 

Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil, head of the Syro-Malabar Church raised similar concerns in a Pastoral Letter he issued on 25th May 2009 (Prot. No. 417/2009).

Here is the part of that letter which talks about this problem. The Cardinal not only names some of these groups but points out how some of these groups deceive people by falsely presenting themselves as being recognition by the Church. Take note!

The letter of Cardinal Varkey:
Today there are many sects spreading teachings that are fundamentally opposed to the teachings of the Catholic Church. It is a sad fact that lured by these sects many have ended up in interpreting the Bible falsely, in neglecting the sacramental life and even in breaking off from the catholic communion. Let me bring to your notice the relevant portions from the pastoral letter issued by the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council in March this year regarding the newly formed sects.

"In recent times some lay gospel preachers have started their own gospel retreat teams and prayer groups and gradually having separated themselves from the authentic catholic teachings and controls have become separate sects on their own. Many of their bible interpretations are contrary to the sacred traditions and teachings and even to common sense."

The pastoral letter refers to some gospel movements and prayer centres which have been recently started in Kerala and which have no ecclesiastical recognition and permission AND WHICH HAVE BEEN FALSELY PRESENTING THEMSELVES AS HAVING ECCLESIL RECOGNITION.

These movements include the EMPEROR EMMANUEL TRUST having its centre at Muriyad in the diocese of Irinjalakuda, "AMMA" at Mala, the UPPER ROOM of Kanjirappally, CORNER STONE of Ernakulam, SPIRIT IN JESUS, ATMABHISHEKEM, and ecclesial communities like the HEAVENLY FEAST.

The pastoral letter warns the faithful not to participate in prayer meetings and retreats organized by such sects and groups not recognized by the Catholic Church.

Konkani Catholics Digest dated June 13, 2012

Query Regarding Ancestral Bondage 

Is there any definitive Catholic teaching on the effects of ancestral sin? While original sin does pass on to us from our first parents, but is wiped out by baptism (our nature remains wounded though and we have concupiscence), in a similar way are we in any way affected by sins committed by our ancestors? While the later descendants cannot be held responsible in any way for the sins of their ancestors, but do the effects of these sins pass on? –James [MICHAEL PRABHU!]
Dear James,

Thanks for the question. It keeps cropping up from time to time. In fact, when discussing the subject of 'Inter-Generational Healing' 5 years ago, we dealt with this question quite thoroughly. I shall reproduce some of that explanation in this email to answer your question.

First of all, this whole idea of ancestral sins affecting their descendants and creating a 'bondage' is not a Catholic teaching. Nor did it originate in Catholic circles. It was an Anglican psychiatrist Dr. Kenneth McCall who first wrote about Healing the Family Tree in the 1980s based on some his experiences. Fr. John H. Hampsch, C.M.F and some others later brought in some of those teachings making it popular in some Catholic, especially charismatic, circles.

Though its proponents love to quote Exodus 20:5 in their favour, the Church has never taught that a person inherits punishment for the sin of his forefathers. 

You sought to compare this idea with Original Sin. Unlike personal (or actual) sin which is committed by individuals, Original Sin is the sin committed by Adam and which is transmitted to the whole human race descended through him because though it Adam lost the original holiness and justice which he had received not for himself alone, but for all human nature (cf. CCC 404).

For Adam this was a personal sin. But in Adam's descendants, it does not have the character of a personal sin. Adam's descendants do not "commit" Original Sin but merely "contract" it. Therefore though it is said that Original sin brings us "death of soul", it is a "sin" in us only in an analogical sense, and is therefore to be understood as a STATE, and NOT as an ACT. 

On the other hand a personal sin or its punishment is NOT transmitted from forefathers to succeeding generations. Just as the sin is personal, so is its punishment.

St. Augustine in his letter to Avitus explains that children are never inflicted with spiritual punishment on account of their parents’ sin, unless they too were partners in their parents act or imitated their wrongs.

St. Thomas Aquinas is even more emphatic in saying that "it is impossible for the sins of the nearer ancestors, or even any other but the first sin of our first parent to be transmitted by way of origin." [S. Th. II-I, 81, 2]

Aquinas bases himself on the fact that human beings beget their like "in species but not in individual" implying that what is of a personal nature (includes sin) is unique to the person and remains with him. What is transmitted is only what pertains to his nature as human being. 

Although the Church has not explicitly addressed the recent practices concerning 'inter-generational healing' or 'ancestral bondage,' the above explanation should make it easy to see why they are not compatible with sound Catholic teaching. - Austine J. Crasta S.T.B., Moderator, KonkaniCatholics.com
*
Some old correspondence…

1. From: Maria Laura Pio To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, February 07, 2008 1:42 PM Subject: Healing the family tree

…Regarding "Healing the Family Tree", it seems to be a practice that is spreading in some countries, in particular France, in charismatic circles. There has been a lot of discussion regarding it, as it is seen as having an incorrect doctrinal basis, in the sense that people are told that their present lives are influenced by the sins of the deceased members of their family, and that therefore they must offer Masses and special prayers to "heal their family tree" and solve their spiritual problems.


Although the Church recommends to pray for the souls in Purgatory and offer Masses for the deceased, the promoters of the family tree healing cite a Pentateuch verse which says that God will punish the sins of the fathers up to the fourth generation (Exodus 34, 7; Numbers 14, 18; Deuteronomy 5, 9). Excluding the particular case of the original sin, Old and New Testament texts have strongly criticized the belief that we are punished for the sins committed by our parents and grandparents.  
A Catholic critic also pointed out that to imply that our spiritual problems or difficulties are mainly due to sins committed by others, creates a sort of "psychological victimism" and tends to reduce one’s own spiritual responsibility. If you are very interested by the argument, I can try to find more information about the practice. I can't remember if you read French.
Very warmly in Christ, Maria Laura, Switzerland
From: prabhu To: Maria Laura Pio Sent: Saturday, February 09, 2008 7:59 AM

Subject: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

Dearest Maria Laura, 
I thank you for pointing that out to me. I do not know much about the subject. Most of what this priest wrote in his book is good, but as you say, he quotes those Old Testament verses. He has left this city, and somehow I did not feel inspired to write a Foreword for the book before Father left, even though it would have given my ministry some more publicity. No, I do not read French. If you can send any documentation on the subject, I will be very grateful to you, but there is no hurry. Love & Prayers, Michael
From: Maria Laura Pio To: prabhu Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 3:11 PM Subject: RE: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

Very dear Michael, Hello! I’ve been doing some research on the family tree healing practice, and I am copying you below the link to three articles that resume well the problems related with this topic from a Catholic point of view. I hope you will find them useful. I will also send these articles to several friends interested in New Age problems, including Javier. 
“Healing the family tree: New Age under the guise of religion” by Fr. Peter Joseph http://www.ad2000.com.au/articles/2003/feb2003p12_1239.html 
“New Age ideas: how Catholics should respond” by Fr. Peter Joseph (this article is a more general one on several practices including baptising the dead and naming guardian angels) http://www.ad2000.com.au/articles/2003/mar2003p12_1264.html 
“Is it Catholic? – Healing of the family tree” 
http://www.catholicdoors.com/isit/isit12.htm 
Maria Laura

From: Javier Lopez Torres To: Fr. James Manjackal Cc: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 5:08 PM

Subject: 'Healing the family tree': New Age under the guise of religion???

Dear Father

I have received this article from a friend of mine. It is written by a vice-rector of a seminary in Australia absolutely against the healing of the family tree. I absolutely disagree with it! You show us with your life this healing exists and it is not an issue of the Old Testament. Maybe you can add some commentary or even some article for the web for this controversial issue. Michael Prabhu told me that Fr James D'Souza, one of the founding fathers of the Charismatic Renewal in India is in the finalising stage of a book on Healing of the Family Tree. So I copy this email to Michael as maybe he can show this article to Fr. D'Souza. In Christ, Javier, Madrid
From: prabhu To: Javier Lopez Torres Cc: James Manjackal Sent: Saturday, February 16, 2008 10:08 AM

Subject: Re: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE and INNER HEALING

Dear Javier,

I had written to Maria Laura about the book of Fr. James D'Souza and she had written back that this "Healing of the Family Tree" has some problems. So I wrote back to her, asking for information on the subject. At the same time, I mentioned to her that you had informed me that our Father James too was writing on that topic, so she may have sent you the article that you have just forwarded to me. Now what is my experience on the subject, and what are my opinions????

My conversion was through private revelations in our family through very young un-educated children in 1981 and 1982 in a daily series of miracles, apparitions, locutions and messages and teachings by Jesus and His Blessed Mother. THEY told us about Inner Healing and taught us to practice it. And when we did, amazing things happened which have no human explanation. Our senior family members were stunned. If I did not have that personal testimony, I may not have strongly believed in it because of the later experiences of mine. 

The foremost proponent of Inner Healing in India is Sr. Mary Usha. I have attended two or three of her retreats and read her books which are written quite amateurishly. She also started to do interpretation of dreams. In her later retreats, I found that she HAD picked up some New Age-ish ideas, including those of Agnes Sanford whose ministry and books were once very popular but are now completely discredited in even Protestant evangelical circles because, as understanding developed, people could see that many of her teachings were New Age. I have not heard of Sr. Usha for the last 10 years.

The currently popular Inner Healing ministry is that of layman Anthony Lobo from Bombay. His team is his wife Christina who has a Deliverance ministry, and his brother Fr Franklin Lobo C.Ss.R. While Anthony has given up homoeopathy and condemns yoga, Fr Franklin still uses homoeopathy and defend yoga, while still claiming to give charismatic retreats. 

All three of them are in the Charismatic Renewal since 30 years at least. I do not know their opinions on Healing the Family Tree.

Anthony Lobo and his wife are reliable and holy Catholics. However I have no experience of their retreats.

I have in my huge library a few Protestant books that condemn Inner Healing [and the gift of Tongues, etc.] as the work of Satan.

At the same time, I have a fair collection of pro-Inner Healing books. I do not know if they contain any section on the Family Tree.

I had given a whole set of video tapes on Inner Healing to Anthony Lobo.

I had the book by Dr. McAll but somebody borrowed it years ago and never returned it. I do not remember its contents.

From my studies and experience, I have seen that there is much truth in these healings, inner and family tree. But the problem is that, because there is no explicit scripture or Traditional backing, those in these ministries tend to exaggerate certain aspects and also perform and teach aberrations, and this brings condemnation. One has to be very careful in these areas.

I have seen such things in Fr. James D'Souza's book and that is why I declined to give my contribution for the book's Foreword. I also told him in which areas I disagree with him. He was humble enough to listen to me, but I do not know what he will finally do.

However, I edited his book for him. Some of the issues he has taken in are very fundamentalist, like blanket condemnation of wearing of jeans [denims] by men, wearing of nose-ring [very common in India], rouge and lipstick by women, compulsory wearing of the traditional European BLACK head veil for women at Holy Mass in India, etc. Still, his book has a lot of good in it which will help people. These topics do not have much Catholic information, I feel, and it is a ministry that is just finding its feet.

I certainly believe that there is a necessity for the praying for the Healing of the Family Tree. But the problem lies in the details of the solutions that are offered, and one has to be very careful there. I found references in Father JD's book of ghosts and haunted houses which suggested that they were dead people who had to be prayed for. I asked Father to correct those places because of Hebrews 9:27. There ARE NO GHOSTS or dead coming back [unless by a singular intervention of God] and those "ghosts" or "hauntings" are only devils or evil spirits playing upon the minds of superstitious people. I think Father will make those corrections.

I went through all my files. I found very little. Anyway I am attaching them here for you with my comments. Love, Michael
From: James Manjackal To: prabhu Sent: Monday, February 18, 2008 7:45 PM

Subject: Re: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE and INNER HEALING

Thank you dear Michael. My son if you get any stuff of family tree healing, Catholic or Protestant, please send me, my son. Fr. James, Munich, Germany
From: prabhu To: James Manjackal
Dear Fr James, 
I trust all is well with you. I thank you for your letter. 
I am attaching all the balance information that I have in my computer. 

Please acknowledge receipt. At your service in Jesus' Name, Love, Michael
From: prabhu To: Anthony Lobo Cc: Fr. Franklin Lobo Sent: Saturday, February 16, 2008 10:44 AM

Subject: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

Dearest Tony, Christina and Father Franklin, Praise the Lord. 

Two long-time charismatic priests with known ministries are in finalisation stages of their books on "Healing the Family Tree". One of the priests has asked me to edit the same [the other might do so], and to write a Foreword. I edited the book, and found much good in it, but there were certain aspects that troubled me -- so I declined to write for it [even though it would have given my ministry a fair amount of publicity.]

While I am up-to-date of developments in Catholic Inner Healing Ministry, I do not have much Catholic support in my records for Healing the Family Tree or at least certain aspects of it. I would be grateful if you can contribute to my knowledge of it in any way.

Is Family Tree healing also a part of your ministries? What can be the dangers of aberrations or unscriptural practices?

By the way, you never gave me a feedback on the set of Inner Healing videotapes that I presented you. Love, Michael.

From: Anthony and Christina Lobo To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, February 17, 2008 6:18 PM

Subject: Re: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

We touch on it very briefly at the retreat but Franklin does a much longer preparation, etc., for those who want/need it and then celebrates the Eucharist.

Dangers and aberrations could be in any area. Discernment and balance would be required because there are those who quote the scriptures proving its need and there are those who can do the same while proving there is no need.

Perhaps the greatest danger could be that everything is palmed off onto the Family Tree especially for those who do not want to take up responsibility like the Prodigal Son had to do.

Healing of the family tree, yes does become a need for some. The danger is that one might jump to this kind of healing, which in some way puts the responsibility on the generations gone by.  By doing this, one escapes the immediate responsibility of taking charge for yourself, renouncing evil and its effects, repenting, forgiving and surrendering.

Written badly, in a rush, trying to see to the little one as well. But you know and understand it just as well as I do. Await a reply from Franklin who would have finished this evening an inner healing retreat in Hindi. Anthony
From: prabhu To: ERIKAGIB@aol.com Sent: Monday, February 18, 2008 12:00 AM

Subject: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

Dearest Erika, Praise the Lord.  I trust that all is well with you as in 1 Thessalonians 5:23.
Two long-time charismatic priests with known ministries are in finalisation stages of their books on "Healing the Family Tree". One of the priests -- Fr James D'Souza of Goa -- has asked me to edit the same [the other might do so], and to write a Foreword. I edited the book, and found much good in it, but there were certain aspects that troubled me -- so I declined to write for it [even though it would have given my ministry a fair amount of publicity.]

While I am up-to-date of developments in Catholic Inner Healing Ministry, I do not have much Catholic support in my records for Healing the Family Tree [also known as Generational Healing] or at least certain aspects of it. I would be grateful if you can contribute to my knowledge of it in any way.

Is Family Tree healing also a part of your ministries of exposing New Age or in Deliverance? What can be the dangers of aberrations or unscriptural practices in Healing of the Family Tree? Love, Michael
From: ERIKAGIB@aol.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2008 6:51 AM

Subject: Re: HEALING THE FAMILY TREE

Dear Michael, 
There are divided opinions about this ministry. I do think so, as I myself pray with a simple prayer for the ancestors during our final Mass at the IH retreat, that there is some justification for such prayers in our Catholic tradition. 

Every Mass includes a prayer for the deceased.

Already in the early Church seem to have been a tradition to pray for ancestors. (2 Cor 15: 29) and even St Paul speaks negatively about it.

Thirdly much good has come to some troubled families by praying for their ancestors.

I know Fr. M. Gwinell, who prays weekly Masses for the generations, but his method has also been very much criticised.

I will ask Fr. Rufus to give me his opinion, which should clarify what the dangers are.

I do not think that that there are any New Age dangers as such, but rather a danger of a form of dependency to ritualize, what is in fact a simple intercession prayer for ancestors,

I am praying before communion at Mass that all present should represent themselves to God as living members of their family members, who have died and intercede for their release from the purgatory by interceding, especially repenting on their behalf for sins against the first, fifth, 9th and 10th commandments. We intercede for the mercy of God towards those souls so that they can come closer to God and our families are released from bondages, which those sins have caused. (God forgives as soon as we repent and turn to him = reconciliation - but the consequences of those sins linger on). I have seen much good coming from such prayers. I do think this simple prayer is in no contradiction with the traditional liturgy in Mass.

In a similar way I pray for the souls of aborted babies, and here dramatic healings within families have taken place.

Wait until Fr Rufus Pereira tells me what to tell you. Love in Christ, Erika, London 
From: Jojan Jose Subject: nil Date: Tue, 16 Feb 2016 19:29:05 +0530

Dear Br. Michael,
Read your article on family tree*. Your spirit to bring out wrong things in the church is highly appreciable & commendable. But this topic you got it terribly wrong.

I am a much experienced person to guide you on this. I have read almost all available good books on this topic. Read many articles, heard many preachings seen many videos on this topic. You have gone terribly wrong on this topic.

Forget all those materials I have researched. I have personal experiences in this topic which nobody can challenge. I can clarify all your doubts in this topic. Please don't write about things you are not sure. This will lead people to confusion and lack of faith. Regards, Jojan Jose, Mumbai
*Today, 2018, I can neither recall which article of mine Jojan Jose refers to nor whether he is for or against Healing of the Family Tree/Intergenerational Healing.
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